
Th anyon f Cormick'

The govol'llmon(, agen ts and ngineers, ill t he -, .le 'Lio n of areas,
whi ch tho F ed ral lovornm in t ha: ct a ide a . n a ti onal pa rks
0 1' na tural I' .oroaf. ion gro u nd , ha v k pt in min d o n undcr lyiug
p rinci ple and t hat p rin cipl i t ha t a .h ar a e l ' t ed s hall ha ve
d i. t in .t iv feat ures of it own . I n oth I' wo rd, ha t i t ' ha ll ha y
a n ind viduali ty or a p r a nality of it own .

P opl c who mal - pilgrimage t o rc ci on of beau iful n a tural
sc nery a r a t .ract d always by he ruzu d and he pi .t u re: q u .
Th ire is not a n ILl' a in Indiana , wi th t he po ibl c ixc 'P ion of
T u rk y Hun t ha i mol' ma rked in it d i inc iv f .i t u rc han
t he ca nyon of 1\,1· orm i .k ' ' I' k , t wo a nd on -ha lf m ile as t
of Sp nc 1', w n ounty, Indiana. ologist s , wh o ha y m ad
a study of h rer ion ha v 'on .eiv d a uni qu t he ory as to t.ho
formati on of t h .a nyon .

\ f w mil e to he we t of • pcncer i · a I' ·g io n known a. t he
F la t. \\ oo ds, lying pa rtl y in w n an d part ly in M on ro cou n ies .
Th underly ing 1'0 .k fo rma t ion of t h Flat \\ ood. i t h M it h 11
lim t on, whi ch is known to bc t h .a v ri ou lime: t one of In
d iana. T h n ti r a rea of M it chell lime t one, rca .h inu fr om
M ontgomery .ou nty on t.hc north to th hi o riv I' on t he . ou t h ,
is a reg io n of . ink hoic. a nd su l I, rranen.n druin age. The F lat
\ ood. is : u ppo. ed t o bc thc bed of a n un ci n t glncia l luk o. \\ hen
( he i ' , . hoc mov d down OVPI' t he F la t. \\ oods t he glnr-ial de bri s
ch ok ed up t he . ink hal . loading (0 t h u b t rrancun enVP I'I IS a nd
t he rcsul t wa t ho fo rmat ion of a lake in t he a rea kn own a ' t he
l~ la t \\ oods. T h F lat \\ ood itsclf i · w II war h a t r ip t o wen
«oun y . Th I' i a di t inct hal" lin e or ri d T ' en ti r ely cnc ir .ling
t h • a r 'a a nd a road fo llow h top of t h i ri duc a lma entire ly
a ro u nd l~ lut \\ oods. In d rivin u over hi road on i · looki nu 'on
t.inuou sly do wn in t o t he ba in-. hapcd a rea t hat was o n 'C a large
gla 'ia l luk thouuh la t r t h a rea w ar .ov red wit h fore. t. a nd is
now a n a rea of cultiva ted fa rm ', It · I' h icc heet rc trca t. cd ,
drnin u r wh a t is now M e lor m ick ere k , bc Tan .

M e ~o l'm i ik ' ' reck tnrtcd a t Whi t r iv I' north wcst of t.hc
F la t \\ ood a nd Trad ua lly .ut it wa y ba k towa rd t.h anci nt
lake un til it tap ped i on he n or hwc t .orner . Th vo lume of
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View on Whl re Rlver a ppro ac hing ca n yon of "l' l c ormi ck 's ro ·k, · ' neal ' . pcn cer , Indiana .



H ead of " :\ rc or m ick s ' I' ek " canyon , kn own a " He ll ' Ha lf A cr r-. "



TI ll' casca de ncar head of ca nyo n of " Me or m ick's rc ik ."



Xla ss iv wall o f M it c he ll lilli e stone . 7;; fee t hisrh , anyon " l\ l c or m ic k's r e k . "
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wut r fro m t he lake whi .h wu
sid of 1\[, 'o r Illi .k 's cr
mos! to it pr esen t dep th befor t h

"Tho Mlrror . " W all of M it che ll lime t one 100 f thigh . " :\ Jc o r mick'. reck"
ca nyon.

.an y on has .u t h rough h Mi t ·h·11 lim ito ne, a ll of IH'
hardcs Iormati om in In liana, indicat.ing t hat t ho volum of
water II1n.t. have been con: id crablc to have don e he work or
ca rv ing a nt, thi s .unyon. The cn nyon itself i · I »ruti f'ul ill t he



" ' a ll of ma s si v e lime sto n , sho w lnz undercu t - tin g of u. r ea m . an yo n " ~ l ' or m ic k 's r eek,"



::\1 as . iv e lim e ' to n wall near old q ua rr y. " Xlc or rnlck's reck ." canyon .



Old qua rry o f Bedfo rd lime stone fr om wh ich wa s taken s t o ne for 111 const ru i t ion of pr esent : ta t
" :\ 1 ' ormtck 's r eok " anvon .

a pit ol Butldi ng n t l ndiaun p olt s.



'l'H g ' A Y REEK. gg

cxtr me. '1h "Tay walls of Mit .h II lim es to n , rugg cl a nd a n u u
lar I' a ch up fr om fo rty to a ll huridr d I' \t. in h ig ht, for a di 
tun c of a mil and a half. ~ Ioss -, and lich n .ov rh wall
of the .unyon in pl aces, an el ove r-ha ng ing vin , hat d roop in
Iestoons fr om t he brow of the iliff's , giv \ por ion of t h e .a nyon
t h nppcarun c of vine- .lud .us t l ," and t u r rets. Two beautifu l
cntru:n ts a . ' U l' in t h .a ny on and t h y ndd t o th p i t ur squ nc
and t h I'ugg dues. of t hc rcuion.

A · t h vi . it or nt rs Lh h a d of h \ 'an vo n w ill u p a wa rd
F la . W oods t h I' i. bu t li t.tl to ind ica t e t h b auty of t h ca nyo n
prop I' b ut. a on dose neI. d c p I' a nd d c p I' t h .anyon in
'I' a . c in d pth and t h wn. lls in h iuht and t hc v i i tor CH I' 'el y

I' a liz s th .hnng un til h find . h im If n ·1 0 d in t h gray a nd
whi t 'a t lIat d wall. , ~ ologi .nl au nci m to ha y play d
hid -und-s k in t hi b a utiful I' uion . I n pl uee t he id es havc
t.he appca rn n of a . olid wa ll of rna on ry. In other p la c t he
t r am has under 'U t h b luff for v raj I' t a n 1 0 a 1 nu h of

hun ch' d. I' I' \ t. I n t h b t.tom of t h ca ny o n t h I' a rc had y
nook. gra . p lot. and uin.n t t r Th t op of t h cliff abov

ar Iriug \d with nu iv t rees and vin , tha a lma. t s h roud t he
canyon in p rpctual . had e. 001 springs 1 ub bl up her and
t h rc Iu rn is hin u ,I ar spa rk ling wat er for t h t h ir ty. The
cn ti r .any on i ~ a rio of wild ruuz id wal ls iliff's, slop fo re t
and ovcr-hunuine vinc mukinu t he r cion inde: cr ibably beau ti
I'ul.
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