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PREFACE

The three papers following offer broad overviews of some of the
major themes of African History. The essays are written for the
general reader and for use as introductory or supplementary readings
in college and high school courses in African, Afro-American, and
World History.

Principally, however, this " publication is addressed to fellow

teachers responsible for World History .and Afro-American History -

courses in colleges and high' schools. Notwithstanding that my
specialized field is Afncan !h.story, I consider World History the
most :mportant subject I 'teach young Americans. When I arrived in
Korea in 1954, I was almost completely uninformed concerning Asian
societies and cultures, and unprepated and untrained to learn much
from observation.. and 'experience. Another generation of Americans
debarked in Viet Nam no better prepared, and perhaps even more
ignorant and culturally arrogant 'vis—a-vis other cultures. The
findings of the American Council on Education in 1977 that only three
percent of American undergraduates were enrolled in any course dealing
with international affairs or foreign peoples and cultures, and that
less than five percent of individuals preparing to teach kindergarten
through 12th .grade had any exposure to mternatxonal studies or
training, suggests that Americans will long" remain ill-prepared to
understand a rapidly changing and mcreasmgly integrated world.

The first two papers- were published in the January 1970 and
January 1969 issues of The History Teacher, a journal admirably
dedicated to bridging the gap between specialized historical research

and the broader interests of college and secondary teachers. I am.

grateful to the editors for permission to reprint my articles im this
publication. I am likewise indebted to Patrick O'Meara, Director of
the African Studies Program, for providing an inexpensive format to,
make the papers available to teachers and students. The second
printing provides an opportunity to revise the papers and add new
material. The first and second essays are substantially rewritten. I
hope the publication will continue to serve its intended purposes, and
I welcome commun:.catmns from readers suggestmg poss:.ble future
revisions. oof

1 am indebted to Sue’ Hanaon for typ:.ng and editorial assistance,
to Merry Merryfield for emncouraging me to undertake the revisions and
for pedagogical advice, and to Phyllis M. Martin, Patrick J. Munson.
Richard E. Stryker, and Phyllis Yuhas for information and advice
concerning subject matter and analyses. The maps were prepared by
Cathryn L. Lombardi and were originally published in Africa, edited by
Phyl%is M. Martin and Patrick O'Meara (Indiana University Press.
1977).
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IRy A Schema for- Integratzng Afrlca 1nto World Hlstory
wOrld Hxstory can' be one . of the most stzmulatxng snd rewardlng
courses 'a ‘teacher is ever called’ upon to offer, and at ‘the same time
one of the most frustrating experiences - 1mag1nable. "One of its chief °
attractions is. that it provides a ‘unique vehicle- for ‘viewing human
affairs ‘in a time perspect1ve.1 Such a course can present analyses and’
insights ‘not offered in the synchronic approaches employed in the
social sciences which have successfully 'upstaged’ history‘teaching in
recent .decades. :Capable and - imaginative Astudents‘ 1nst1nct1vely
respond .to .a course which offers an- opportunity 'to’gain ‘a’ greater
understsndlng of the ‘historical processes that ‘have: made the modern
world. ' But-the difficulties of teaching World History are as manifest
as the advantages. . Many .teachers are daunted by the task of mastering

‘what seems to be an impossibly large corpus of knowledge, as well as'’

keeping abreast of the flood of new materials and recommeﬁded‘teaching“
strategies. -As a result, numerous teachers do not want to offer World
History; and morale is low*among -some who do. -  °’ “

. Many. of the difficulties in teaching World Hlstory stem from the
fact that /it 'is: a relstlvely new field of instruction -and su1tab1e
materials and approaches- are" st111 in the plsnnlng and’ testlng stages.
It can be argued, too, that until qulte recently there was no really
persuasive .rationale’ for teach1ng World History' courses, vhether in
high schools or colleges. Textbooks and teaching’plans reflect that’
the genesis.of most. 'such courses was. the' gradual recogn1t1on that the
standard "Western’ C1v1llzat1on" approach needed to be’ expanded to .
include other parts of the world of 1ncreaslng sxgnzflcance to
Americans. The ‘Tesponse ' to this need was ‘in" many cases ° temporary
stopgap . courses which become permanent’ offer;ngs in’ the currlculum.
School'- curriculum " coordinators organized new 'lesson‘ plans ‘and B
publishers added mew chapters ‘to standard textbooks, but in most cases
little  was ..done. to: integrate the ‘new material with the old 1n any ‘
systematic or meaningful .way. . Teachers and students are ' given
additicnal inforuation to master but little guidance how to go about
it. Many World History course outlines and textbooks are hodgepodges
of disparate and .discrete 1nformat10n, unrelated readlngs and confused
objectives. Some courses may be "categorized as' "so' ‘many weeks"
assigned - to !'representative' 'countries, areas “or contlnents”‘-f,'
expedlence disguised and dignified by -the: catch-all honorific of a

"culture  areas approach."”; Such courses should be '‘abandoned. ' The
perpetuation of a .separate areas approach runs diametrically counter )
to what  should be.the most: significant contribution of a World Hxstory B
course, that of fostering an understandzng of ‘the" pr1nc1pa1
inter-relationships between. peoples, countries, and continents. ' An
alternative, integrated;, approach to World History,: which is entlrely
suitable for college, " high school and Junlor-hxgh school courses, has”l
been available for some‘'years. -

'William H. McNeill pioneered a’ fundsmentslly d1fferent approach
flrst in a seminal masterwork, The 'Rise g_ the West (University ‘of
Chicago -Press, 1963),f and subsequently in A World History ' (Oxford
University Press, 3xd ed., 1979), a textbook designed for college use.
McNeill's exposition 1s grounded on’ ‘the 'shared relatlonshlps between
peoples, 'states, . and contlneqts, instead of emphaslzlng thelr"
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individual characteristics and separate. histories. -: Fundamental to
this approach is McNeill's emphaaza on the axgn1f1cance of cultural
diffusion in history.:. McNeill gives unprecedented attention' to the
diffusion of food. crops, polztacal systems, military technologies,:and.
pandemxc dxleaaea vnxch frequently spanned great distances, often from'

one continent ‘to another: -Such interrelationships and shared .cultural

developnents — the common . heritage of humankind — are the stuff of :
World History, and the concepts ‘and generalxza:;ona which derive fron

such an approach provade new and exciting teaching opportunities. :
. To . be sure, ‘teachers on first being informed of the. HcRezll

approach aonetames -express more of a sense of dismay than emancipation -

1nalmuch as - they feel cast loose .from familiar moorings: implanted. 1n
high school and college history courses. .Gone are "feudal pyramids,'

the .kings. of - England . -and - France, mnational -histories and the
comfortable, unreflective tradition of dealing with "our" people” and -

their - European antecedents in contrast-and-comparison: with: other -

aocxetaes around .the globe. - Ihe .fact is that the. range of. concepts
and historial knovledge to . be mastered, while different, is 'no more-
difficult -than traditional teachang methods .. And,  once naatered, the
McNezll approach ‘yields far better . underatandxng of broad ‘historical:
proceaaea and provxdes a mode of 1nqu1ry whxch has- many comparatlve
and crosa-cultural applzcatxona.

“The ~ achema which, follows is: deaxgned to extend and amplzfy the
lamzted coverage alloted to sub-Sahars Afrlca in McNexll' s text, . A -
World History.. .. Teachers - vedded to the. "culture .areas" approach — .

whether by choace or otherwise — will:find that many of the toplca
discussed’ followang can. be. ancorporated into existing courses using -
this method. 1.. Paleolathac and Neolithic .times; 2. Egypt, the Nile.

valley, .and the Horn of Afraca, 3. West Africa and trans-Sahara’ trade; -
4. East Afraca and. Indian Ocean  commerce -from pre-Chrlatlan t1mes to .

the ?ortuguese, 5. Afracanv'landlorda and Portuguese .'strangers'; 6.
The 'South Atlantxc System' from the -sixteenth to- the nineteenth.’
centurlea, 7. European 1mper1a118n. decolonlzatxon,oand the problems
of less developed countries.. i . K :

) . Paleolithic - agnd _ggl;;_;g times: In recent decades
archaeologxsts and paleontolog:sta have aubatant1a11y established that '
: humankxnd evolved on the African continent and that most of the major
developments .of, Paleolithic times . (c4,000,000 years ago to ¢10,000
B.C.). occurred there. ) Tool-nakzng .and . the evolution of societal -

organxzatxon were pxoneered ‘by hominids living in Africa. The African”

continent provxded a hospitable environment for 'human evolutxon, in-
contrast, for example, to the glac1a1 advancea and retreats in Europe
durang Pleaatocene tzmea.;

From c9000 B.C. until c6000 B.C. and from.c5500 B.C. to c1000 B. c. -

the. Sahara Deaert :received considerably more, rainfall than it does at -
present (tvo -to,, three ‘times the ¢4 inches (it receives today),

resulting in a aavanna environment with 'numerous streams, - ahallow '

lakes, and. swamplands that attracted human migrations from the north
and south and westwards from the Nile valley.  People. living in the
Sahara and a .wide belt of territory extendxng southwards. along: . the
upper Nile valley and into the lakes region: of East Africa shared a -
vay . of life that. J.E.G. Sutton has characterized as .the' "Aquatxc
Cavalzzatxon .of  Middle Africa". - Groups settled along lakes and
watercourses sub81sted on fash, shellfish, hippos, crocodiles, and

™
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other aquatic fauna, besides hunting game in neighboring savannas and

collecting a variety of plant foods.

Sutton tentatively associates

the people of the Aquatic Civilization with the Nilo-Saharan language

family (Map #1 and Map #2).
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A dry phase extending from c¢6000 B.C. to ¢5500 B.C. greatly
attenuated the areas of the Sahara that supported the aquatic
lifestyle, causing groups to expand their reliance on hunting and
gathering wild grains and other plant foods, or migrate to better
watered areas. The aquatic environment in the Sahara expanded again
during the period termed the Atlantic Wet Phase (c5500-2500 B.C.), but
not to its former extent.. Many.groups, xncludxng new migrants; from
the south, practzced hunting and gathering in the savannas. vhlle
migrants | from North Africa introduced 'a pastoral way of life. ' Scenes
of humans and animals ‘living in the Sahara. dur1ng the Atlantxc Wet
Phase are dramatically’ portrayed in’ rock paintings and etchxngs in
parts of the:Sahara that are too arid for human habitation ' today.
Hunters are depicted stalking the rich fauna, including antelopes,
buffaloes, ' and elephants. ,and pastorallsta herded mnltl—colored
cattle, sheep, and goats.’

During /the. period of 1ncreaaxng des1ccatxon followlng the Atlantic
Wet Phase,' people 11v1ng along the receding shorelines of shallow
lakes at Dhar Tichitt;in Mauretania (Map #3) and elsewhere intensified
their collection of wild graxns and began to domestzcate them. ‘Barley
and wheat, ;the staple grain crops of the Nile valley and North Africa,
did not thrxve in'the Sahara or the sahel, so from cl000 B.C. onwards
(if not iearlier) people..living in these areas concentrated- their
efforts on,. domestzcatxng indigenous species of millet, sorghum, and
rice. These grains.came to be cultivated across a wide band of sahel
and savanna extending from Mauretania and Senegal in the west to the
Sudan and Ethiopian highldnds,. where another grain, tef,‘ was
domestlcated and wzdely grown. ’

Much remains to be learned concetnlng the economic and soc1al
consequences of these developments. "It is noteworthy, for example,
that the people of the earliest sub-~Saharan civilization identified to
date, the Nok culture of northern Nigeria (from the 6th century B.C.,
or earller), cult1vated sorghum and millet (Map #3). Except for the
area of the inland delta of the Niger (heartland of the Mal:. and
Songhai states durxng the second millenium A.D.), tropical soils are
not as productive as the rich alluvial soils along, the Nile River, or
the soils' along the . Mediterranean coast .. of .:North Africa.
Consequently, Africans living in the sahel and- savéﬁnas practiced
shifting cultivation, which supports comparatzvely sparse populatxons
and inhibits the development of urban centers.

As environmental conditions worsenmed in the Sahara, people began
to move out mnorth and south, and eastwards into the Nile valley.
These included Nilo-Saharan speaking groups _associated with : the
"Aquatic Civilization"; ancestors of the Berbers (Afroasiatic language
family); and Mande speaking: groups whose descendants settled’ wxdely in
western Afrlcan,(Mande languages -- constitute - “subfamily "~ of the
Niger-Congo language family). See Map #1 and Map #2. The tsetse fly,
the vector for sleeping sickness which lives in woodland-savanna
ecologies, inhibited the spread of pastoralism in areas receiving more
than 40 inches of rainfall a year. During the past two millenia
changing rainfall patterns have caused the "tsetse fly 1line" to
oscillate north and south within a..c200 kilometer-wide belt extending
across Africa between 10 and 15 degrees north latitude.
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-% Africans living in rain forests and along the margins of the
savannas may have practiced proto-agriculture beginning several

thousand years prior to the Christian era, but dates are yet to be.

determined. In West Africa, o0il palms and African yams were protected
by brush clearing, and Africans systematically collected s wide
variety of plant species, many of which are still resorted to as
"hunger foods" in times of shortage.  Unfortunately for Africans
living in’ ra1n forest ‘and wet savanna environments,: except -for the
African !yam the most valuable species of plants suitable for
domestlcatxon .were mnot lndxgenous and were not introduced to the
African contxnent until-after the begxnnlng of the Chrxstxan era. As
a consequence, Atrxcans 11v1ng in many parts of the continent remained
hunters and gatherers exploiting the abundance of food available from
the rich flora and fauna, until the introduction of Asian cult1gena
promoted a food producing’ revolutzon in tropical Afrlca. ’

2. gxgg, the N11e vallex, and the Horn of Africa The Nlle valley
connects North Africa and sub-Saharan Africa, and together. w1th the
Red Sea prov1des a water corridor 11nk1ng the peoples of Afrlca with
those of .the Hedlterranean, Middle East, and Indian .Ocean. | ;From
earliest known tlmes the inhabitants of Egypt,.Sudan, and Ethxopla
shared commercial ' and . ‘cultural exchanges - with one- another, with
Africans 11v1ng to the west, and with the peoples of the Middle East.

During the: time of-Egypt's 01d Kingdom (c2680-2260 B.C.) Egyptians
traded along ' the upper Nile and probably overland across the Sudan to
the southwest, although the latter remains the subject of scholarly
speculatxon. Egyptian mariners undertook voyages down the Red Sea to
the coasts of Yemen :and Eritrea ("land of Punt") to obtain myrrh (an
aromatic resxn to burn as incense -in temples), ivory, and iother
commodities. During Middle Kingdom times (c2050-1785 B.C.), traders
in the state of Kush which developed south of -the : thxrd Nile cataract
served as intermediaries between Egypt, the hzghlands of Ethiopia’ via
routes along the "Atbara “and Blue. Nile river valleys, and societies
living west '’ of the White Nile. Egypt's New Kingdom (¢1580-1085 B.C.)
conquered : and' ruled Kish. Numerous Egypt1ans settled in Kush, as
adm1n15trators, ' merchants, priests, /soldiers, etc., fosterlng
economic, soc:al, and cultural exchanges throughout the region. ‘

After the fall”of the New Kingdom, Egypt came under the control of
a Libyan (Berber) dynasty (c950-730 B.C.). 1Imn c751 B.C., Kush's-army
invaded northward and after a campaign lastxng a number of vyears,
expelled the Libyan dynasty. Kush's rulers controlled a re-united
Nile valley ‘until 656 B.C., when the Assyrians -invaded Egypt and drove
the army ‘of Kush southward into the Sudan. ' The state of Kush
continued its existence for some thousand years thereafter, exploxtlng
the advantages of its central location along the upper Nile.' Kush
traded with Egypt, successively ruled by Assyrians, Persians,- Greeks
(Ptolemaic Dynasty), and Romans; v1th Egyptian, Greek, and Roman
seafarers at Red Sea ports; with the inhabitants of Ethiopia via the
Atbara and Blue Nile valleys; and with Africans 1living southwards
along the White Nile and to the westwards across the savannas for
distances yet to be determined by scholars. Meroe, the capital of
Kush from the sixth century B.C., was a major center of iron
product1on, and one of the conundrums of African history is Kush's
iole in the diffusion of iron-making techniques to sub-Saharan Africa.
Map #3).

[ ]
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Seemlngly the ‘most 1mportant factor in Kush's decllne was . the rlsehf
of’ ‘the state of Axum in the Ethiopian highlands durxng the  early .

centuries of the Christian era. Axum prospered from commercial links

with Kush via the Blue Nile and Atbara .river. valleys, with southern .

Arabia and the Indian ‘Ocean ‘trade complex,,\and with the growing.

numbers ‘of vessels dxspatched down the :Red Sea from. Egypt.»” The -

expanston of ‘Axum's trade and terr1tor1a1 control. .along the Red Sea-

coast, combxned with destructive’ razdzng by Beja nomads 11v1ng in the
eastern desert,“ stxfled Kush's commerce . and. contrlbuted to. .a longf»
decline that culmxnated with the destructzon of Meroe. probably by -
BeJa raxders, in the fourth century ‘A.D. The state. of Kush ceased to, .
exist, but the commerctal and’ cultural 11nkages prevxously descrrbedma

contlnued dovn to modern txmes.

3 w‘“,

3.”f west ’Africa‘ and trgns-Sahargn ; g The concept‘ of thej”

Mediterranean Sea as linking — not separatlng — . peoples . is a useful

theme in teaching world history and serves.as a lead-xn to dlBCUSSIOn‘—
of commerc1a1 ‘and cultural lxnks between North Africa and sub-Saharan»»
Afrxca.“ One 1mportant topic is the, development .of Phoenxcxan -and .

Greek trade dxasporas across .the. Medzterranean. .. From .c1000 B.C. -

Phoenxcxans began tradxng at Gades/Cadlz in southern Spazn for sllver‘

and . tzn, and at leus/Larache on the, Atlantlc coast of Morocco where

they could obtaln copper ‘mined at Akjoujt 1n Mauretanla and,. more

apeculatzvely,‘ gold transported along a route linking the Senegall

River. | Following the. found1ng of .. Carthage in c814 B. C., Phoenlcxans

founded ‘other’ tradlng ‘posts southwards .along. the coast of Morocco.fu

Most hlstorzans g1ve credence to Herodotus‘ account of Hanno s
expedxtlon along the coast. .of West Afrzca around 450 - B. C.,WHanno 8

objective being the (vazn) attempt to reach gold dep081ts being workedhv

south of the Sahara.’

Deplctlon on Saharan rocks of Berhers uszng horse drawn charrots“
for hunting and raiding date to approximately 600-400 B.C. and attest .

to at least sporadic trans-Saharan contacts during Phoenician ‘times.

Rock etchlngs and paintings indicate two chariot routes, .onme linking
the bend of the Niger with® the Gulf of Syrtes, and a second linking -.

the Senegal and Niger r1vers wzth southern ‘Morocco. ; These contacts
11ke1y facllltated the spread of knowledge of 1ron-work1ng .across the
Sahara, perhaps by groups . of itinerant amlths.‘gv Archaeologlcal
evidence from Dhar T1ch1tt ‘in Mauretanxa indicates that durlng this

perlod Berber ra1ders conquered the cultxvators and pastoralxsts

living along the deslccatlng lakes in the vestern Sahara and sahel

zone (Map #1 and Map’ #3),

Trans-Saharan contacts apparently became sporadxc and perhaps

ceased after. c300 B. C. as the Sahara Desert became 1ncreaszngly arid..

Phoenician settlements along the coast of southern Morocco¢seem1ng1yq

were ‘abandoned before the destruction of Carthage.by Rome in 146 B.C.
Camels were 1ntroduced to North Afr:ca and to the sahellan zone

south of the Sahara’ durzng Roman tlmes, but the development of

trans-Saharan trade on a sustained basis by means of ,camel caravans
seemingly dates to ‘the perlod of - 1ncrea81ng ra1nfall after ©300 A. D..
that culminated in the €700-1100 A.D. wet perlod. , Trans-Saharanx
exchanges of commodltxes such’ as gold. xvory, captlves, malaguettaf
pepper, etc., for’ cloth, swords, horses,‘paper, and other luxury goods . .
were ‘made possible’ by the ‘prior development 'of commercial networks




10.

that lxnked the different ecologlcal zones of West Africa, networks
that “date- from the early centurles of the Chrzstzan era, and probably
earlier. -

The sugmentxng volume of trans-Sahara trade contrxbuted ‘to thefy
rise of 'African empires vhtch domxnsted comnerce in the ‘savannas south

of the':Sahara. These ’ 1nc1uded ‘the states of Takrur (?-12 cent.),

Ghana (?-12 ‘cent.), Malx (13-15 cent. ). Songha1 (14-16 cent ), ‘and
Kanem Bornu -(9-19 cent.). ‘These emp1res guaranteed securlty for |
commerce over wide areas and fostered an expaud1ng network of trsdef
routeés whzch connected with states developtng in the forest areas to
the south. “Many of ‘the rulers of the savanna emp1res became Muslims
and some made ‘pilgrimages to Mecca.. Their dazzl1ng retinues and
open—handed generosity in their passages across North Afrzca served to»

enhance the tales of fabulous wealth of the Sudanic 'kingdoms whiéh

spread through the Muslim world and became the subJect of rumor,and>;

speculatlon in medieval Europe as well.

European "knowledge of trans-Saharan commerce gradually 1ncreased;'
from the ‘time of the Crusades as the’ Italxan c1ty-states ‘'gained naval.
supremacy “in the Medrterranean and augmented the1r trade with Northje
Afr1ca. ~ The H11a11an Arab - 1nvaslon "of North’ Afrlca durlng the .’
eleventh to - th1rteenth centurxes dxsrupted trade routes 11nk1ng the .|

Middle  East and contributed’ to Europeans' success in developlng
commercial ' ties with ‘the Haghreb. ' Afrxcan. gold was xncreasxngly

diverted- to Europe, as w1tnessed by the fact that a number of European;
states ‘commenced mxntlng gold coins " in the thirteenth century,“j
1nc1ud1ng Florence (1252), Framce (1254), England (1257),‘and Naples‘}
(1278)” ‘The epic ‘narrative ‘of Portuguese explorat1on and conquest;{
"takes on a new d1mens1on 'when it is appreczated that the goal of

Prince Henry and ‘his associates' at the outset was. not fabled Indxa{"
but - the more practical 'and realizable ambition" of bypassxng North |

Africa intermediaries by ploneerlng a sea route to. West Africa ‘to

obtain’ golc, malaguetta pepper, 1vory, captlves, dyewoods,'and otherb;

commodxtles. o

4, East Afrxca and Ind1gn cgan commerce’ from pre-Chrlstlan tlmes toj_
the Portgguese 'There are many advantages in treatxng the Indian Ocean .
as ‘a ‘single- unit in-a World Hlstory course. " Commercial ties between *

the ‘Horn of" Afr1ca, southern Arabia, the Perisan Gulf, and Indra have
very ancient- originms, and ‘trade with” the East Coast of ‘Africa was a
natural outgrovth and expanszon of these long-exxstxng trade patterns.

The pauclty of archaeologxcal exploratxon and surv1v1ng documentation -
precludes much speculation on the period prior to' the .Christian era. |
Hovever, the extensron of commerce from the Horn of’ Afrrca along the
East ‘African coast" apparently was ‘given’ conslderable meetus by the .
development of Graeco-Roman commerce down the Red Sea and across the~
Indian Ocean ‘to India Ain the first centurxes B. C. and A. D.. ‘The state

" of Axum,’ forerunner of the empzre of Ethxopxa, rose: to 1mportance

durxng thzs perlod. and gaxned control ‘of much of the trade prevxously‘

carrzed on by ‘the state of Kush.;

Africa and on the “island of Madagascar.", ‘They are credlted with

1ntroduc1ng a. number "of - food crops 1nd1genous to Southeast Asla,i,
1nc1ud1ng bananas, plantalns, As1an ‘yams and coconuts., The diffusion,

sy

Sometlme ‘during’ the esrly centuries A D., Indonesxan marlners h
ventured across ‘the’. Indxan Ocean and settled ‘along the coast ;0of East -

A
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of these‘“cultzgens had enormous  influence . oﬁ“:hé h1story of
sub-Saharan Afrrca, ‘and the prlncxpal beneflczarxes were expandrng},

groups of people speakrng Bantu languages.:.;q, .

.The mgratlons of Bantu-Speak:Lng groups eastwards and southwardsi:
from the area of Cameroon and: Central African Republic: date: to. perhapsu,
as. early as 1 000 B.C. Their. acqurs1tzon of Asian. cultrgens in the.
early centurles of the Chrrstran era is credlted ,with enabling them.

rapidly to populate large areas previously sparsely inhabited by
Khoisan speaking. San ("Bushmen") ‘hunters and.. gatherers .in ‘East,

Central, and Southern Africa and Khoi ("Hottentot") pastoralrsts in..

Southern Africa, .(Map #1). San speakrng groupa vere absorbed by Bantu
speakers, relegated to .lands unsuitable for cultxvatlon.,or pushed

ahead of the Bantu speakrng groups that advanced southwards., Bantu‘“
speakers knovledge of iron working enabled them to clear and

cultivate savanna and forest alike, enabling them to encroachulnto the
Central African rain forests’ prev1ously inhabited only' by pygmies.

Today, . Afrlca south of the equator ;s pr1nc1pally 1nhab1ted by people;
speaklng ‘'some vtwo "hundred Bantu languagesv wh1ch belong to .the

Niger-Congo language family (Map #2).

Little is yet known *concernlng “the Jearly perlod of Bantuﬁﬁ

settlement along the East African coast, but commerc1a1 relations, with
Arabs, ‘Indonesians, and other Indian Ocean seafarers . ev1dent1y
expanded. When permsnent Swahili communities developed : is a matter of

scholarly debate, but archaeolog1ca1 and documentary evrdence attest
that from the tenth century onwards - there were.-a growxng numberwof,n
permanent settlements 1nhab1ted by a mixed. populatron of Afrlcans.‘

Arabs, and Afro-Arabs . engaged in commerce . who . spoke .a. drstrnctlve
Bantu language,("Swahrll" (which means “coastal") that served as the

lingua franca for trade along the coast of East. Africa from Somalra to -,

Mozambique. ,

By the flfteenth century there were several dozen Swah111 tradlngﬂ»
communities along the coast and on offshore 1slands such as Kilwa, ..
Zanzibar, and Pemba, the ‘largest being Mombasa with ‘an estimated
populatlon of 10, 000 1nhab1tants at the close of. the century.‘ ‘Traders

11v1ng in these communities obtained ivory, ‘captives, and other
commodltres from ne1ghbor1ng Afrxcan soc1et1es, but .the most valuable

commerce was the gold obtained from the Monomotapa state thati

controlled a huge terrltory between the Zambezl and Limpopo rlvers .and
nelghborzng lands to the north and . south. ‘Zimbabwe, the'capital of

the empire (whence derives the name of the modern.state) .was the
magnet for Swah111 and Arab traders who' ventured up the Zambezi, . Buzi,

and Sabi rzvers to barter for. gold.‘ ivory, copper, and captives. .

Among the commodities brought to East Africa to purchase its exports .

were metalwork and rugs from Arabra and . the Pers;an Gulf, cottons and

beads from India, and s11ks, brocades, .and porce1a1n ware from China, ;

shards of vhlch have been found in, such quantities as to cause one

archaeolog1st to assert that East Africa's . past 18 wrxtten in

Chinese porcelaxn, ice. that 1t w1ll help scholars in dating
excavatrons.w<, o o IR N S e

5. w’At i an 'landlords ‘ d Europeanﬁl strangers “ . The story';off,

Portuguese overseas . ventures ;is  generally recounted . from -a

Euro-centrlc v1ewp01nt, ignoring s1gn1f1cant aspects. of Afrlcan (and ..

Asian) responses. But it was Africans, not Europeans. vho for
centuries controlled commercial and social relationships.

A}
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Atlantic reconnaissance and settlement commenced more thanv

three-quarters of a century prlor to’ the time of Henry ' the Navigator"

of ' 'Portugal. - 'Many “of  the pxoneera ‘of Atlantic exploratxon and
settlement were Italian mariners, entrepreneura, ‘and experts ‘in sugar

productlon, “and the development of sugar, plantatxona on Madeira, the .
Canary -~ Islands, ‘the Cape Verde Islands, Sao Tome (and eventually in -

Braz1l and the West Indxes) represents an extension of the spread of

augar productxon 3CTO88 the Medtterranean Sea from the time of theK

Crusades. B : ' N

'‘Gold was a major ob;ect1ve of the Portuguese reconnaxssance along”
the ‘coast of ‘West Africa.- A trading post founded in the 14408 on

Arguin’ Island off Cape Blanco vas successful in ‘siphoning off some of

the" gold carried’ across the Sahara, another established at Elmina on‘
the "Gold Coast" was, the means “of obta1n1ng an . estlmated half-ton of
gold annually. Portuguese established in these and numerous “other
."factor;es ‘founded along the coast . of West and West Central Africa

bartered ‘for gold, captlvea, malaguetta pepper, ivory, dyewoods, and

other" products. Commercial and dzplomatxc relations’ with the large,/
and - highly ‘organized states 'of" Benxn. and Kongo 1n1t1ally promoted;

great expectations for trade and for cultural 1mperlalzsm, but 'these
ventures were relegated ‘to secondary xmportance as the- exploxtatxon of

the Indlan Ocean vorld came to domxnate Portugal' ‘ naval and ﬂ

4

commerc1al strategzes.

Portuguese ‘fleets qu1ckly achieved - domxnance of the sea lanes of,
the Indxan Ocean, and ‘subdued Svahxll communities vulnerable to naval ™’
gunfxre. " But'’ 'Portuguese efforts to comntrol Swahili coastal commerce

and trade along the Zambezi River had only lxmxted success, ‘and an
attempt to conquer ‘the Monomotapa Emp1re was a d1sastroua failure.

- Neither 'the Portuguese or the: Europeans who followed them were;?

able to achieve a dominant position 'in their relatioms with Afrxcans.

Except in South Africa where European-introduced diseases declmated’

Khoi and San populatzons, Afr:cans constrained Europeans to adhére to
traditional 'landlord-stranger relatxonshmps. Europeans had to comply
wzth Afr1can demands as to where they might trade, what rents they

must pay,hetc., and while living ashore they were subject.to Afrxcan-

'landlords - and their Jud1c1a1 processes. Such remained the case
until ' the nzneteenth century ‘when’ Europeans acqulred overwhelmlng
mxlltary -power and could defeat Afrxcans and seize their territory.

‘Portuguese .were the principal - European agents 1ntroduc1ng new
cultxgens to Africa. They d1ssem1nated ‘such American planta as maize, .
manioc (cassava) peanuts, plnespples, and tobacco, and’ speeded up the
diffusion ‘of  Asian ‘cultigens  in West" Afrmca by stockxng thelr‘l
settlements with -mangos, coconuts, Asian rice ‘and other valuable’ﬁ

plants that - qu1ck1y spread among nelghborxng Afrzcans. "The " foregozng
became staple crops for' ‘many 'African‘ socxetles, and are credtted thh
contr1but1ng szgn1f1cant1y to populatxon grovth. ’ )

Portugal's dominance of the sea lanes ‘of 'the Atlantxc and Indzan('

oceans waned at the close 'of the sxxteenth century when m111tary and

political disasters’ at "home 'contributed to decline and’ weakness“f
overseas. By the middle of the seventeenth century, Dutch, French,

and British rivals had supplanted Portuguese and their Luso-African

descendants 1n most ‘parts “ of 'West '-and- West Central Afr:ca,“ had

negotlated new contracts with African’ landlords,‘and vere . 1ncreas;ng1y

concentratxng on the trans-Atlantlc slave trade. In East Afrlca, 1t ’
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was the rising Arab stite of Oman that from the close of the

seventeenth century drove Portuguese from the coasts of Somalxa,

Kenya, 'and Tanzanra, restrxctlng Portuguese and Luso-Afrxcan commerce

to the area of Mozambique. ‘

“Only during the ‘'second-'half 'of the n1neteenth century d1d

Europeans come ‘to possess ‘the combination of greatly superior weaponry

and 'a measure of - prophylaxzs against troplcal diseases that enabled

them -to conquer and occupy African terrztory and subordlnate Africans’
to their designs. ' ‘Prior to that time" many Afrlcan states ‘obtained
European ‘firearms in commerce and advanced ‘their own 1mper1a113t1c_;
des1gns vig-a-vis other societies; 1nvest1ng thelr lands and enslavxng

or otherv1se explo1t1ng the1r people.\‘" :

6.] The "South ‘Atlantic g ;gg from ;_g ;x;genth ;_ the n1ngtggn§h
cgntur1es Too much and too little has been ‘written about the- slave’
trade. Research dur1ng the past two decades has drastlcally lowered’
prev1ous guesstlnates of the number of captlve Africans’ transportedp-
to the ‘Americas}" vorkxng estimates are now'in the range of nine to'ten
million for the entire perlod from ‘the axxteenth to the nlneteenth
centuries. Increased attentlon 'is being focused on such topics as
comparatxve death rates’ ‘among’ Africans’ and Europeans carrxed to' the
Amerlcas, contributions made by Afrlcans ‘in the New' World, and the
transmission ‘and retention of African culture.” ‘There is significant’
new research on the internal slave trade in Africa ‘and on the"
characteristics of slavery in Africa itself. .

Treatment .'6f° the slave ‘trade ‘now’ 1ncludes ‘discussion of the
following attrlbutes and capabilities of Africans: (a) Africans had a
much ‘lower death . rate ‘from endemic diseases than Europeans,.malar1a
especlally--xn all, a factor of a three'or four to one’ advantage, (b)
Unlike - European laborers, ‘Africans were skilled ' in- troplcal
agrlculture, (¢) '‘African laborers’ were a cheaper 1nvestment over the
long ‘run than 1ndentured servants,: .convicts ‘or prxsoners ‘of ‘war,"
because their- servile /'status was made permanent and passed to" their
children, ‘and' because they were readily - obtslnable ‘in ‘exchange' for
European manufactures in a seemlngly inexhaustible supply—-the latter-
(false). opinion being "an indirect tribute to ‘the capab111t1es of
African' middlemen and the ruthlessness of those who enslaved their
fellows by whatever means. ' In sum,: the 'use ‘of captive Afrxcan vorkers
offered distinct advantages over the employment of: ‘whites. ' ‘It is
perhaps ironic . that from a demographxc viewpoint the' drain of ' human
beings ‘to ‘the':New World was in 'part mitigated by the growth of
population in Afrzca followlng the dxffusxon of Amer1can ‘and Aslan'
food crops.: : “

Who was: enslaved in Aftlca and sold into the trans-Atlantlc (andj
trans-Saharan and trans-Indian Ocean) slave ‘trade? Just vhom one ‘might”
expect, and in ways similar to those which compelled ‘many Europeans to

"emigrate" to the ‘Americas: firstly, people from" gthgr soc1et1es,
whether ' captured  in. war or  raids, ' by kidnapping, or ‘acquired by
purchase; and secondly, criminals: from one's own':society 'and such
unfortunates as ‘'witches" and -other' social deviants. : Intensified’
demands’. for labor in the Americas from the ' beginning of 'the
seventeenth century. were reflected’ 'in higher prices 'in Africa “and_
created c1rcumstances that many societies  found: impossible: “to resist
or control. Some groups organ1zed for warfare on a more-or -less’
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contznulng ba81s, lome elltes raxded the;r own- subJects for sale to
slavers; and many societies came ‘to. exact enslavement for crlnes .and
offenses hitherto punished by fines or other’ forms of retributxon.;;,,

Slavxng in Africa did not always cease or damanxsh concomitantly
. thh the auppresa;on of the Atlantic,. Saharan, and Indian Ocean slave
trades durzng the nxneteenth .century. Hany captrve Afrxcans were

confxned to slave vzllages where their. lnbor was used to grow food, or:
peanuts, coffee, and other export crops, or collect paln ovil, tubber,
and- other sylvan products . sought by Europeans in what Was termed,

"legltlmate. i.e. non-slave commerce. .

The system of slavery which developed im. the Unxted States 18‘

better understood when compared with the experience of Africans in
other areas in the Americas.. In Brale, Cuba, the West Indies, and

elsevhere. dxverse; demographlc, _.cultural, and '1nst1tutxonali
circumstances combined to create cond1txons of . slavery conszderably

different from those which developed in the United States. . Slaves in
these areas often retained many components. of the1r African cultures,

1nc1ud1ng socxalw and, relxgxoua practices, elements- of Afrxcan;
languages end speech patterns, and ‘a rich and creative heritage. of-

music, \dance _and oral llterature.,ﬁ The apecxal features of the

American experxence, Ln kind or degree, are. more clearly de11neatedu
when they are. examxned agaxnst this broad spectrum- of ecculturat1on in

3

the New World. S Y BT

7.. . European imperialism,:. g glgnxzatzgn, g ;hg_ gtoblgms g__ Less’

developed countries African societies were unable to contend with the
overwhelming mxlltary force possessed by Europeans in the. last quarter
of the nineteenth century and rapldly succumbed' to invasionm,-Ethiopia

being .a significant: exception. It .is no less 1mportant to- appreciate.

that Afrlcans wvere successful to varying. degrees in ‘other forms of
resistance . . than. opposing Europeans in . . foredoomed- military.

engagements. States located some- distance from the coast-often -had

the opportunity “to frame}successful strateg1es to bend to -inevitable
conquest in.such ways as.to keep their polities intact. -In contrast
to polities- that were shattered fighting last ditch .battles, | these’
states could . negot1ate ‘many benefits. during the colonial- period,

especxally since .European .administrators were very thin on the ground-
and generally found it to their advantage to rule through exxstlng,

polltxcal structures and.in many ‘cases to strengthen them.

. Coleonial boundar:es, as: is .well known, were ‘settled-in Europe to‘

suit European purposes, with- lzttle_or no . concern for the:Africams

involved (Map #4). Some ethmic groups were partitioned by boundary.

lines, . some . separated -into' three different -colonies, Somali - were

fragmented across five boundaries, and:Mande and Fula speaking groups:

were dlstrzbuted across many different colonies.,. Most ethnic groups

ended up in. the same colony, but . along with a random sampling ‘of

former frlends, enemies,: and unknowns. In retrospect, one of the most
significant.-consequences .of the partltxon of Africa ‘in the last

quarter;, qfv,the :nineteenth- ‘century is that’ it sreduced hundreds -of:

autonomous - or;;seml-autonomousr states, ethnic groups,:. villages,
pastoral groups, etc., to.some forty territories administered by three

European. languages. :In. retrospect,‘even this. number of states seems:
too many, but the drastic.reduction.of . polltxcal units. conferred many-:

long range benefits in fosterlng political, economic, and social
development .
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Colonial rule, economic development, social changes, the rise of
nationalism, and the surge of independence movements following World
War II are themes that may be treated on a broad comparative basis
with developments in North Africa and Asia. Many political, economic,
and social patterns imposed during the time of colonial rule comtinue
to the present and will persist for the forseeable future; they are
the subject of a large and contentious literature concernxng
"neo~-colonialism" that is treated in-the essay following. = '~

The most salient feature of post-independence Africa is the. close
economic ties that most ex-colonies maintain with their former rulers,
both on a one-to-one basis and through the European Economic Community
(EEC). These continuing economic ' (and political, social, ‘and
cultural) 'links with European countries derive ptxncxpally from
competition between less developed countries to sell primary products
that are generally in oversupply in world markets.: Except for a. few
scarce minerals, the Africa -continent produces no wmwinerals!' or
vegetable products unobtainable elsewhere in the world, gemerally in
unrestr1cted quantities -and at compet1t1ve prlces, a cxrcumstance that

goes a long ‘way towards explaining the disinclination of ‘business

interests t0I1nvest in African countries where the polrtxcal sxtuatlon
is unstable, or feared to become 80. Crops such'as coffee, cocos,‘and
0il seeds, . and minerals such as iron’ore,, bauxite, ‘and copper compete
with exports from Latin: Amerlca and Asxa, which’ competltxon is
exacerbated. by oversupply and low prices: 1n world- markets since 'the
1960s. Low! demand for primary products, declining terms ‘of trade
vis-a-vis manufactured goods, -and the fifteen-fold 'increase; in 011
prices since 1973 blighted programs for economic development and all
but bankrupted many African states. TR

Afrlcsn,.Asxan, and - Latln American states largely dependent on
primary products have ’ "far been unable to. achieve effective
marketing arrangements’ to stabxlxze and improve prices for minerals
and vegetable products such as OPEC commands for oil product1on.
Consequently, : African’ countries have maintained their economic
afflllatlons with former: colonial powers both on an. individual b331s
and through affiliation with the EEC as associate members. In return
for allowing European manufacturers privileged access to their
countries, Africans are guaranteed markets for their prlmary products,
reciprocities that have been vxdely denounced as a "neo-colonialist"
strategem to keep African countrles producing prrmary products instead
of becoming . industrial powers ‘capable of competing with European
countries and other nations in the world. However defxned or
justified, the EEC relationship is subJect to renegotiation every' five
years, and African countries acting in concert with members of the
EEC's former Caribbean and Pacific colonies (termed the ACP countries)
have effectively exercised their collective bargaining power to
improve marketing - arrangements, negotiate loans and development
projects, and ensure-that the poorest countries receive aid funds when
they are overwhelmed by disasters.

While some African states (e.g. Nigeria) and some regiomns (e.g.
Southern "Africa) deserve special study in terms of their intrinmsic
importance and special American interests, a world history approach
that focuses on the attributes that African States share with less
developed countries in other parts of the world contributes to
understanding the larger trends and processes that are shaping the
contemporary and future world.

™




Py

ba

17.

"Current events," i.e. vara, army coups, " - famines, ‘refugee
problems, and other dxsastera that are- sporadzcally reported "in
American medza, provxde little understandxng of what 'is going omn inm -
Africa or any other part of the world. ' It.is not what makes headlines
that is most significant in learning; rather. it is. the processes of
change, less dramatxc but no less zntrznslcally ‘interesting. ‘What is
important . is  how . Afr;cans (and .people in other. less developed’
countries) modxfy and, adapt - traditional ' institutions,. ' social
practlcea; and cnltural noms and . those 1mp1anted by colonial  powers;
how "Africans deal with, ethnzc and religious particularisms and the -
divisive nat;onal;sma derzved from the ' colonial: partition; < how

Africans increase product1v1ty and ‘cope w1th the challenges of high

birth _rates, ; rapld » populatlon ~1ncrease, and laggxng 4‘.’00‘1-"j

productzon--for some countries already issues of critical. 1mportance,x

and ' how Afrxcan ' states .and pan-African institutions . expedite
xnter—state .and lnter-regzonal - commerce, - movement . of. labor, and
sharlng of vater, electr1c1ty and other resources. A VIR
The foregoxng .preoccupy. leaders -of less - developed countries ' =
world-w1de, and what one learns -about deveIOpments in’ Afrlca‘informsf
about other parts of the world, . and vice-versa. .-Just as‘leaders’of
less developed countrxes have in recent decades found it in their

interests ‘to act in concert in  the United Nations .and to conveneV’
meetings with representat1ves of developed countries to address issues =

of global s1gn1f1cance in what has come to.be termed the "North-South
dialogue," '

of other nations, depends on increased world trade, ongoing scientific
advances applied to industrial and agricultural productivity, the
eradication of hunger, poverty, and disease, and the resolution of
international conflicts--all of which are issues that must be
addressed in a global context.

BIBLIOGRAPHICAL NOTES

Perhaps the best general introduction to Africa is Paul Bohannan
and Philip D. Curtin, Africa and Africans (American Museum Science
paperback, 1971). Three widely used college texts are Roland Oliver
and J. D. Fage, A Short History of Africa (Penguin paperback, rev.
edition, 1978); Philip Curtin, Steven Feierman, Leonard Thompson, and
Jan Vansina, African History (Little, Brown, and Co. paperback, 1978);
and Phyllis M. Martin and Patrick O'Meara, eds., Africa (Indiana
University paperback, 1977).

Ongoing archaeological research on the origins and development of
humankind are reported in the National Geographic Magazine. The
Journal of African History ©publishes periodic surveys of
archaeological research and lists of radiocarbon dates; the JAH and
the International Journal of Africam Historical Studies are the
principal journals for "keeping current” on historical scholarship.
Basil Davidson, African Kingdoms (Time-Life books, 1966) is
inexpensive and provides well selected photographs and illustratioms
covering many of the topics treated in this essay. Harold K.
Schneider, The Africans; An Ethnological Account (Prentice Hall
paperback, 1981) is a useful reference work on many aspects of African
life and livelihoods, with numerous maps and illustrations. To gain

80 too can Americans learn to study Africans and other -
peoples from a world perspective. Amerxca 's future, no less than that
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an appreciation of the 1nterduc1p11naty approach of Afncan

specialists, teachers 'of World Butory courses will reahze many .
advantages from attending workshops or’ tahng couraes at. un:.vers:.t:.es o

with African Studies Programs. -

.Students -unfamiliar with World H:Lstory approaches and dublouaf'
concerning "heavy" topics listed on a syllabus can ‘be eaaed“ into a |

course with a preliminary assigmment 1ncorporat.1ng ‘such short and

- stimulating readings as Ralph Linton, "One’ Bundred Per Cent American,"
The - Amerjcan Mercury -.(1937), 427-429; R. ‘Buckminster Fuller,

"Remapping Our  World," Today's: Educgtlgn (Nov.-Dec. 1974), " 40-44;

107-110; - Horace ‘Miner, "Body Ritual among 'the Nacu'ema " Amerjcan :
An;h;ogologzs; :(1956), 503=507; and William Arens, "The Great American

Football Ritual," Natural History (Oct. 1975), 72-80 (for a.copy of my
current :syllabus send a self-addressed stamped envelope) "~ A 'useful

asgignment for the second class meeting is to ask students to make up
' short 1lists of -current ' trends that will continue ‘to 1nf1uence the .

world of the future. These" range from the prmnse of bxotechnology,

computers, - rising - '~ energy 'costs, - women' s hberat:.on, . the
internationaljzation of sports and mns:.c, etc. - Students‘ dlscussxon .
of their - lists -one-by-one ' going around ‘the class prov:.des the,
opportunxty for ‘each s:udent to xntroduce hm/herself to ‘the’ group,;
and. allows ‘teachers an opportunity to 1nter3ect: eoments concerning
the  -historical: background -of such developments and’ to: emphasue the
point: that the course concerns the present and future world as vell ‘as } )

past times. Renewed discussion of’ present and future trends mkes a,
au:l.table f1na1 seea:.on end:.ng a course. e

B [ P
"y
N

! i

N

v




LO

19.

’ A . B oo . ‘ . . o
W A - o ¢ . s '

Trop1ca1 Afrzca. The Colon1al Her;tage e

In the attempt to 1mpart some perspectlve on contemporary Afrrca,
it may be 'useful: to introduce an historical" analogy from long ago.
Perhaps it is an analogy and perhaps it is not, in any case it is the
sort of grace note that historians are: occaazonally tempted to g;ve to
their efforts and which raises the hackles of social scientists vho~’
accord :it a “‘special ‘kind of ‘disapproval - ‘reserved ‘for  the worst
"flights" of historical fantasy. ‘One might beg1n with the occasion of
the Roman . soldiers’ leavxng Britain in 407 A. D., after centurrea of ~
rule ‘over ‘the. savage,f warring people of ‘the British Isles. ‘One .
imagines that as. the -last of the Roman troops were ferried off one of -
them must have" glanced back over his shoulder at the aemr-c1v111zed
barbarians gathered on' the beach and sa1d to a buddy, "They 11 never i
make ig!"

“Who - 'would . blame him - for such a Judgment’ The Romans ‘had
experlenced mixed success in enforczng peace and cxvxlrzrng the
peoples of ‘the British ‘Isles. The islanders had been brought 1nto
contact with Roman clvxllzatlon, but - after four centuries they vere '
half-"civilized" at best--and, one might say, half-corrupted as’ well.
Those most affected ‘included those Britons’ who lived around the Roman
army camps, who were doubtloss the most corrupt of all. (Those are °
the type ‘of- people termed ' urban influentials" in modern, soc1a1
science Jargon +) One 1mag1nes ‘that the Roman soldiers accorded much
more respect to the’ hearty, "unspoiled" savages in the lnterlor. .This
is often the -case with representatxves of a colon1z1ng power, they
develop a dxallke for ‘those who emulate their own behavior patterns
and extol instead the' rude, a1mp1e qua11t1ea of the unacculturated

" barbarian, 1nc1ud1ng ‘the chaps in England ‘who paznted themselves blue 3

and indulged in all sorts: of unspeakable"’rellglous rites. So it

should be. no wonder that a Roman soldier would have said, "They 11
never make it!" And truth to tell they ‘didn't make it. Not for a
thousand years!: Many marks of civilized life dlsappeared from ‘the
British Isles never to be- regaxned-such attributes’ of civilization as
straight ‘and ‘well-made roads, central heatrng, and - imaginative and
tasteful cookery, .81l these disappeared when the’ Roman soldiers left.
Who could have guessed, who could have dreamed, that the Br1t1sh Isles
would eventually produce ‘a Shakespeare, a Churchrll,“... the Beatles’
The :Romans had. only four centuries to do their ‘best, "or thexr
worst, working with a rather limited potential of some of our (W)ASP
ancestors. The time span for. European imperialism in Africa is much
shorter, less than ‘a century 1n most parts of tropxcal Afrxca.

Eurogean conguest and: colon1a1 rule When Europeans part1t1oned Africa’
in .the last-quarter of the nineteenth century they ‘were motlvated by a

variety of- purposes. "'As’ in most human endeavors their reasons vere
mixed, ranging from naked greed to dxsxnterested altruxsm. ' There’ 15'
no need to describe in detail the special varretzes of w1ckednesa of
the 1mperralrsts vho wanted to palnt the map red or green or. some
other color, or the get-rxch—quxck economlc buccaneers who des1red to
exp101t Africa's resources, ‘or the’ buszneasmen who wanted to "peg. out -
claims" for -the. future, or the mrsslonarles who hoped to bring . the )
gospel ‘to millions, ‘or ‘all the others who Jolned in for excitement,
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adventure, profit, or from the attraction of the new and exotic. The
point that should be stressed-.is  that, - wvhatever' the reasons for

Europeans getting into Africa were, one fact was very soon clear to
all: that, with the exception of a few areas, the continment was: 'mot

teeming v1th easxly exploztahle riches. The, soils of Africa are:

relatlvely poor; . many .areas. lack exp101tab1e m;nerals, and the

continent's populatlon was much fever than was originally believed and.

quite unsk1lled for European purposes. The colonial powers very soon’
realized that it was going- to cost a great deal of momey just -to .
create the . 1nfrastructure neceasary to exploit those resources- most:

readily available. The "01ld Coasters," men who had long:traded with .
African mlddlemen along the edges .of  the - contlnent, ‘could  have .
1nformed their governments of these realities if- they, had been asked. -

But part of the explanation. of the “Scramble :for Africa" is. that

nat1ona118m and other emot;onal factors often caused the partlcxpant3~4

to ignore knmown and demonstrable realities.
When the sxtuatxon came to be reassessed after the partxtlon was

over, it is mot surprxszng that European countrxes adopted: colonial
pollcles desxgned to minimize their expenditures. Pay-as-you-go .
development became the policy of . every colonial- power. . In other
economic assistance -
which became fash1onable after ﬂorld War.-II; each. colony was expected'>
to pay. 1ts own vay. And, as might be expected, resources. for economic-

words, there was to be nome .of the "pump priming"

development were extremely. limited. The. little money avallable can be

Judged from just one example.‘ Around World War I, .some twventy years--
after France had created its West Afrrcan Federation (the present—day -

countries of Mauretania, Senegal, Mall, Guinea, Ivory Coast, Upper

Volta, . Dahomey ‘and nger), the total value of. imports and ;exports for
this huge area (eight times - ‘the .size of . France) was only $60,000,000 a -
year. The revenue which accrued to the French colon1al government, -
prlnclpally from customs returns, was. about $10,000,000 a: year. Such.
sums are.worth much more in today' 5. dollars, but they still represent: .

meager .amounts to pay the salar1es of colonial officials," police, and
soldiers, -to build ports,-. rallroads, brldges, hospltals,,and schools;
all’ of wh1ch-—and more-had to be done if development -was’ to .take
place. "~ If .the government ‘of -a colony.: attempted, ~ sometimes

happened ‘to borrow money . to expedrte some project,: it had -to borrow: .
either .from the home government or from the 1nternat10nal money market

in Europe and ‘had to pay the ‘going 1nterest rates. Low-interest rate

loans or grants—xn-a1d from the . metropoles or from 1nternatlonal

agencies .did not exist. .

Money then, or ‘rather the lack of 1t, waa the number -one problem”
of colomnial rule. .What is amazing in retrospect is the- -extraordinary. -

impact those sums that were invested had on the lives of Africans.
One . means of obtaining revenue was by .customs: duties; an' indirect

manner. of taxat1on and also a means of practlcxng neo-mercantilism. - -
Customs dutles vere enacted whxch favored the trade .of .the ‘metropoles:

and . d1scouraged producta from other .countries. - French traders and.
exporters had . the advantage in the French- colonles, Engllsh in the'

English colonxes, and so forth. . S e e

Another . way of ralsrng renenne, although in, relat1ve1y* .
1nsxgn1£1cant amounts,A was by imposing dlrect taxes on Africans.
These were termed "“head". taxes. -and - "hut " taxea, depend1ng upon whether -
they were on the 1nd1v1dual or on h1s abode._ Collecting:direct ‘taxes -

e i
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is not. an easy vay to ralse money, but it was Justrfled as’ necessary
for colon1a1 development. "In order for Africans to:pay monetary taxes
they had to- .become. involved ‘in the money ‘economy; and the only ways
Africans could earn so many shillings, francs, or whatever, was erther
to collect sylvan products such as rubber or raise: ‘crops for sale ‘to
Europeans, generally at prices pegged: unfazrly low, or to go ‘to work
for. Europeans at extremely low wages.  The imposition of taxes forced
Afrrcans in, growing numbers to leave their homes and mrgrate to those
areas where ‘Europeans required labor for mines and. plantatrons,‘and to
construct roads, raxlvays, and colonial settlements. This sort:-of
population movement is termed "target labor".because the individuals
involved had a primary; goal in mind, in this case to earn ‘sufficient
money to pay their taxes, and those owed: by other. . people.  Africans’
who did not pay were seized and put to work at forced labor. They
were made to serve .as bearers, or as 1aborers burldrng roads, publrc
structures, or similar proJects. S e :

One way or another the colonial- admznlstratrons put the1r subJects
to work. These measures vere ‘rationalized as being ‘for Africans' own
good, ‘for how else. could colonles—eAfrrcans' homelands-—be developed
and started on the road to . "progress' « and c1v111zat10n""
Furthermore, Europeans ant1c1pated that Africans would -respond “like

. other peoples the world over: ' they might start out ‘as reluctant.

target labor, but they would .soon develop an augmentrng number of
consumer wants and remaxn in employment ‘longer. ‘than they needed almply
to pay thEII taxes.. Inevrtably, Africans earned additional 'income in’
order to purchase cloth, blankets, foodstuffs, ’cookware, and " other
consumer goods, which.of course ‘served European purposes. - One'cénnot
fail to note “that in "deve]oplng colonies there was always a nice
congruence between what was .. good" for Afrrcans and what was good for
Europeans as well. L SRR ’

- There , is much drscussron 1n scholarly llterature concernrng‘
systems of colonral rule. The drstrnctron is frequently argued as to -
whether Africans were ruled "dlrectly or "indirectly." - Detsllsf
aarde, the prlnc1pal fact to grasp is that resxdent ‘Europeans were 8o
few from reason. of lack of noney that .colonial governments generally
found it expedrent to rule. through . exrstlng 'African political-
structures.* Where there were stratified societies with' rulers or '
"chiefs" all that was needed,\zn theory at least, was for'a European"
admrnrstrator to ' 'advise". .them along desired. lrnes of ‘policy. Where

"chiefs" did. not exist among acephalous, or "stateless," societies,
Europeans in some .instances appointed.them, and the imposed system
actually worked quite .well in some cases..: The key person in. the
system of delegated authorrty was ' the European "administrator’ 'to whom
an African ‘ruler or  "chief" was responsible: ‘the British District
Officer, the’ French Commandant de Cercle, and: so' onm. These
functronarles often presrded ‘over wide areas -- admrnrstratrve units’
in some cases as 'large or larger than ‘the states' of Rhode Island and
Delaware-exercrsrng polrce, Judzcrsl,vand other powers to.-such an
extent that’ they were sometimes termed the. "last untrammeled kings- on“i
earth." Afrrcan rulers and "chiefs," termed "executive agents," vere
placed in the awkward posrtron of mediating: between the colonrald“
authorltres and, thelr own peoples. . If ‘they "served- ‘their” European
masters . well, they were rewarded with part of the taxes they
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collected, use of forced labor for their own purposes, and other
perquisites. - -Uncooperative or 'incompetent ° ‘rulers or chzefs, . in
contrast, - nxght ‘be  removed from office and replaced by more ‘pliable
tools, but mutual -accommodation omn both sides - 'was usually the most
satxsfactory arrangement. By such means ‘a handful of Europeans could
administer hundreds of - thousands of ‘- ‘square miles. ' 'In Northern
ngerta. the wost famous 'example of indirect rule. some tvo “hundred
British. colonlal officials directed ‘the lives of ‘seventeen million
people. - 81mxlarly, three thousand Frenchmen ruled the fzfteen million
people scattered across the huge expanses of French Vest Africa. But
"dxrect" power—police : rand soldiers——was available to .back up these
"indirect" . arrangements. - Thus, African’ subjects 'of the colonial
povers would probably express derlston for scholarly quxbbles over the
differences. betweenv"dxrect" and 1nd1rect" rule. . :

Economic ._e._e._qm__tv 1 an_ _QP_G._@.EE._Y. .R_em;ssz.w_’ . How [rapidly‘
changes occurred in a given colony dependad 'upon 1ts resources and the
explortation fostered by: European entrepreneurs. "British development
policy in West -Africa-can be 'characterized by the memorable phrase of
Al Capp's "General ‘Bullmoose": what was good for' business was good
for the country. . Ports, rallroads, and roads’ were concentrated in
the most productzve areas and the rest of a colony was’ neglected.
There were .exceptions, - such as British 'and French colonies in- the
znterror of the continent, where expensive rallways ‘and roads had to’
be, constructed to :link colonies with the coast. Belgrum concentrated
its efforts in Zaire in mineral-rich . Shaba (Katanga) ‘and around river
ports such as Klsanganl (Stanleyville), Kinshasa (Leopoldv111e), and
Hatadr. Portugal was -itself so poor that it left the exploltatlon of
Angola and Mozambique largely:to foreign capital, mainly’ Brltxsh and
South Afrrcan,‘unt1l the 19305 when the Salazar- dxctatorshlp promoted
Portuguese interests vis-a-vis those of foreigners.

.;All . manner of monopolistic :practices were carrled on by the
European shipping, commercxal, and’ banklng 1nterests vhlch dominated .
the i colonial . economies. Amalgamations among tradtng companies gave
rise to large -scale commercial combtnat1ons, steamer lines organzzed
shipping pools to -allocate prof1ts, and' one or two banks" exerclsed
control : .over - ‘the .financial transactions of a colony or several
colonxes.[ While the lion's share of a colony's wealth was creamed off
at the top by European business interests, other: forelgners competed
thh ‘Africans _at the 'retail 'level. “These included Syrians and-
Lebanese .in West Africa; and "Asians" (1ndians, Goans, and Pakistani)
in East Africa. . African middlemen and would-be entrepreneurs. vere
hard pressed -.to survive; caught between these resourceful competltors
and the European wholesale firms which dominated’ external trade..fﬁ

- In such: fashion Africans were 1ncreaszngly tied to. world marketsr

as the twentieth century progressed. The average colony was’ fortunate

to have .more -than one or two prlmary products, vegetable or mzneral,;
to sell in world markets. Since: soxls .are relatrvely poor in most. -

parts of the continent, it took years “of experzmentatlon to develop
suitable: cash crops .in some areas. Even today, in’ many . African
countries one or two-crops or minerals may account for forty or fifty, ..

or. even .eighty to ninety percent of the value of- the 'total exports, f
wh1ch .makes .African states extremely vulnerable to changes 1n world f

przces. feae R :
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Viewed' in’' descrrptxve and graphrc terms., European 1mper1alrsm
created "dependency relatxonshrps between metropolea and colonres,
between the European ‘core" and colomnies on the perlphery ‘(Figure
A). Economxc. 'social, and cultural relatxonshrpa were so strongly
forged that it would prove vrrtually 1mpoasrb1e for Africans (and
other colonial - peoples) to break ‘them upon attarnrng political
rndependence, to the extent that they vere motrvated to do so.«;w? ’

*  FIGURE A

uropean
" Metropole

" "Regional Core"

)

- The . core-perxphery model may’ be carrled one step further,
deplctrng a "core periphery" V1th1n ‘each’ colony to represent the ch1ef
area " of European explortatron (Flgure B). - This second "core"
represents where plantatlons, mrnes, admznrstratlve ‘centers, pr1nc1pa1‘
ports, - rarlheads, and - ‘other - 1nfrastructure 'were  concentrated.’
Africans hvmg in other parts of a’ colony, its perrphery,"'were
relegated 'to becomlng mrgrant laborers travellrng "dozens or hundreds
of miles to work in the "core" area, compelled by the .need to pay
taxes and attracted by wage employment .as & means to purchase,
necessrtles and luxuries.’ (The arrows on -Figure 'B).

Some ‘colonies - developed several’ cores,W,and snch exceptlons to.
the "model" - 1dent1fy colonles ‘with exceptlonal ‘resources. . In such
cases ' the "cores" became" potentral areas of ‘contention ebetween(
competitive African elites in .the’ perxod follow1ng the achievement of
Lndependence, €.8., Za1re s Katanga mrnlng reglon vs. Kznshasa, the
administrative center, ra1lhead and chxef river’ port, and ngerla
with - 'its’ three regional- "core" : areas, West, East, and North
reinforcing ‘ethnic‘ partlcularxsm.'f Conversely, ‘some colonles had}
poorly developed “"cores," possessrng few European enterprlses, m1n1ma1
administrative centers, ‘and minimal 1nfrastructnres. The populat1ons‘
of such colonies were constrained to mlgrate ‘to’ other colonles ‘to’ fznd
employment, contrlbutzng to what may " be termed reglonal cores
(Figure C). = A

+ "Regional  cores" 1nc1ude 'the plantatrona of Ivory Coast, vhich
attracted mxgrant laborers from 1nter10r colonles, especzally Upper
Volta; the' "Copper Belt," including. ‘Zambia 'and’ the Shaba’' region, of
Zaire, which derived its ‘labor ' force from colonres in central and’
eastern” Africa;' and the 'most dynamrc, ‘South’ Afrrca,:whxch employed
large’ numbers of mrgrant and contract laborers from southern and;
central Africa. : '~ :

- Such! patterns “continue today.""Core ‘areas and reglonal cores"
have changed little since African’ colonles attarned 1ndependence, and
hundreds of thousands of Africans contrnue to be labor mlgrants.< Many
countries remarnfeconomrcally dependent on the proceeds of one, two,
or several primary products, and price fluctuations in world markets
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can make or break a national budget, brxng hope or despalt to economic
planners, ‘and - help sueta:n leaders 1n power or;contr;bute to their
downfall.ﬂ§‘ - - :

Econom;c, aocxal, ‘and . cultural changes vere most pervasrve in the

core“ areas of each’ colony-—xn the adm1n1strat1ve centers, ocean. and
r1ver ports, rallheads, mines, ‘and plantations, and such remains the
case ~today. Such areas are multl-ethnxc,r vxth heterogenous
populatrons, African and non-African, that foster a universal outlook
encompassing . indigenous and foreign -influences of many . sorts, in
contrast to = ‘the.. partzcularxstlc outlook of a sxngle aocxety.
Opportun1t1es for individual achlevement are far greater in "core"
areas than in migrants' home areas where ability and initiative are
often inhibited -or discouraged by elders, hierarchical social
organizations’’ occupatlonal specializations, and ‘other ascriptive
impediments to individual initiative. .

The fxrst 1nd1v1duals to migrate to towns, mxnes, and plantatlons
were generally young men who came without their families or who were
too young to have families. Those who returned a second time
1nvar1ab1y remalned longer, not - only to: make money for taxes 'and other
necessltres, but also to acquire :more :European- manufactures - and
consumer goods. The fact vas qulckly appreciated that the. ‘longer.one
stayed. the more skllls one acquxred, job skills, language: skills,, and
social - ‘8kills, : ‘which allowed ‘for . higher wages. and greater.
opportun1t1es. As the twentieth century progressed, not oanly did more,
and more men come willingly, but they stayed longer and, increasingly,
they brought their families. o

- It is crucxal ‘to appreclate that Afrrcans vho came to the towns,
plantat1ons, or mines never cut themselves off from thelr trad1t10na1
socretxes. They mlght work for. a, few months and go back: home for a’
time. ~ They mxght ‘live in towns for years and’ go back 1n£requently.
By the 1930's and 1940'8 some men began to live large parts of their
11ves ‘more or less cont;nuously in urban areas, but . they too always
kept” their txes ‘with thexr home - .areas. sThey were careful to keep up
the soclal,mrellgzous, and rxtual ties which. ensured the retention of

thexr traditional status, rlghts to land use,. and. other pr1v1legesr
Often their wlves remained . .in the countryside part.of the year:.in:

order to vork the land and ralse their. children. . Conversely, -Africans
staylng 1n “"core" areas vere, expected to be hospitable.to relatives

and. other members of their ethnlc groups,vhen they came: to seek- work:

or vxslt. Kxnshlp ‘and _ethnic affllzatxons were of crucial importance

in' minimizing and amelloratlng the dxsruptlve conaequences .of . labor,

E

migration. . For migrants, .such. ties remain, lndzsputably the most
important aspect ‘of their. lrves.,w
‘While new experlences, changes in oltlook, and dxfferent patterns‘

of life were concentrated in the. "core" areas, they were not confined'.

there.m_ Rural areas vere affected in varying ways and :to varying

degrees by the activities. of colon1a1 adm1n1strators and mxss1onar1es,1

by ‘the cultivation of cash crops, expansion of road networks, .etc.,
and by the influences conveyed from "core" -areas by labor. migrants.

In’ retroapect it 1s strrklng how pervasive - such changes and . influences -
were in’ preparxng “the -way for the development of . polxtlcal part1es and

the rlse of 1ndependence movements after world War II. .- ..
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Soc;a ul;ura ngea One of the most important agenc1es for
changefvas Chrxstzan missionaries. The. .evangelization of Africa.has.
been described as the interaction of two sets of deviants: . the
missionaries. on one. hand and those in the African societies who most’
readlly responded to them on the. other.\ The point of this apothegm-is
that by the end of the nlneteenth century, and.certainly by the first -

'decades .0of the tventleth century, those who went out to Africa as

missionaries were not, for the most part, really representatxve of the .
modern, urban, industrial, tventleth-century world. Missionaries: were.
often drawn from fundamentalist sects in rural areas of the American
South and Mrdwest, ‘Scotland, and other placea on the periphery of
European industrial reglons.x Often they were aelf-conscxously ‘out. of
step . with modern . tlmes,ﬁ decryzng the changes which  were
revolutionizing their own countries., In like manner,  the - ‘earliest
African converts were. generally individuals who were not members of.
elites and were often not doxng well in their own societies.. Men and -
women with high status positions .in a society or who are in process of "

achieving other socxal goals.are. not the sort of individuals who are.

most quickly won by a new. religion. Those who first responded-to the
m:aazonarlea' endeavors were often slaves, crxmxnals, and .other social

deviants -- just as was true ‘in the early .days of Chrlstlanlty in the &
Middle. East. ... .- .

The principal mot1vatzon of mlasxonarzea was, of course, thev
evangelxzatxon of Africans. . The better to - -achieve - this goal they .
undertook . a number of ' activities which ‘were attractive both- to.:
Afrlcans and to the .colonial governments. Foremost among these was’

educatlon. COlOﬂl&l governments "welcomed .missionaries, for | they.
founded schools, built workshops, established clinics and hosp1tals,
and promoted agricultural . imnovations. . Missionaries: naturally

demanded in return that Afrlcans espouse . their particular faith, .and
it should be noted - .that - the Europeans and Americans who evangelized .
Afrxcans demanded much higher standards of pzety than was required of-
their own ancestors in Europe by missionaries from the Roman Empire.

Instead of a group acceptance of the new faith, followed by a gradualw
adaptatlon to new. beliefs and practlces such as took place in -the .
forests . of Europe, m1831onar1ea xn Africa in. the. nineteenth ' and "
twentzeth . centurles frequently ‘demanded . individual _ conversion
experlences on the part of their converts. Protestants 1n -particular -
demanded that African converts not . only accept the artlcles -of . faith
but exhibit manxfeatat1ona that- the. experience. of relxg;ous converalon;
had shaken them to the core of their being.  Moreover, missionaries.
expected as a matter of course that converts adopt 'European standards
of dress, houalng, food, and general patterns of 1living. - ./Im.
polygamous socletles, a nan had to give up all but one wzfe,:
regardless of the aocxal, economxc, and polxtxcal conaequences. {The -
twentieth century. Amerzcan practice of sequentxal monogamy (was -not -
an option offered by m1sazonar1es). Put in crude terms, missionaries
regarded Afrxcans as "bottles, to be turned upalde-down and emptied of-
savagery, then righted and filled with a’ proper sort of Chrlatzan1ty,*
which included a very. heavy -mixture of contemporaryLWest European and

Amer1can mores. } i .

. Africans complled with mxaalonary demanda to a remarkable extent.

African beliefs concernlng a "high god" and moral and ethical behavior

often closely. paralleled those: of Christian. (and Muslim) teachings,
and African societies were open to new ideas, having previously
adopted religious concepts and practices from each other (which they
continued to do). Syncretistic practices were of course unacceptable
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to missionaries, and wherever they could employ sanctions, they
coerced their converts to conform exclusively to acceptable European
practices -;‘,whichf*highlights a key ‘issue=fnuch"debated.*bj“
mxssxonarresJ - how "European had ‘Chrxatxanlty become,"'and how'
order to be’ consxdered “true Christians"?- Africans’ alao acquxesced in
missionary demands for a number of practical ‘reasons, among which vere
the educatxonal advantages : provxded by missionaries and- the
opportunities for self-xmprovement vhlch lxterary and technxcal ak1lls
provxded.» '

‘It is ~clear, 'too, that -ome of the attractxona for educated
Afrzcans becomxng Chr1st1an preachers, prrests, and teachera was that
it gave them opportunztles for leadersth roles which were otherwise
denied them under colonial rule until’ polxt;cal parties were permxtted
after ‘World War II. Where too little initiative was accorded leaders’
of -African” congregat1ona, ‘they and their' followers might break with
missionaries ‘(and "their financial support) to form xndependent or
“Ethzoplan churches. “Some prophetxc -and “charismatic men and women
conceived ‘' new churches, incorporating relnterpretatlons of” Chrxatzan
doctrlnes along with African beliefs and practzces.~ Prophet William
Wade Harris in Ivory Coast and Liberia’ (1910s), Simon Kimbangu in
Zaire (1920s), Alice Lenshina Mulenga in Zambia (1950s and 1960s), and
numerous others had wide influence. These “Zlonrat "rovement s
attracted: followers ~from mission churches and from "“Ethiopian"
congregatxona, as ‘well ‘as ‘Africans not previously evangelized by any
Christian ‘group. “Ethiopian" "and ' “Zionist" churches’ became
1ncreas1ngly numerous during ‘the second half of the ‘twentieth century
and today- constitute the most rapxdly grov1ng Chrzstxan congregatlons
1n contemporary Africa.”

Muslxm clerics likewise profited from the" opportunltzes "afforded
by econom1c and- ‘social changes dzaruptrng ‘former patterns in Afrlcan
aocxetzes and were: even more successful than Chrxstlan ‘missionaries in
xnfluenczng and convertlng Afrlcans. ‘Muslim clerics’ possessed several’
advantages vis—a=-vis European missionaries: '~ They were’ fellow
Afr;cans, had 81m11ar llfestyles, and were generally more amenable to
coaverts retaining African’ social patterns and cultural pract;ces._
But 'if Islamic tolerance of polygyny provxdes a azgnzfxcant advantage
for Muslim cler1cs "competing" with Chrlstzan missionaries (to the
oft-expressed dlsmay of the latter), 'Islamic¢ strictures are’ hardly
less ' demanding than those ‘of Chrzat1an1ty, xncludxng requlred daily ,
ablutions “and prayers,‘and forsakxng spirits and tobacco.k And durlng
colon1a1 times, Muslim clerics labored under the handxcap in ‘most °
areas of not providing "western" educat;on ‘that was hzghly prized by
Africans, : ‘a disadvantage . that - is reflected today “in the
dzsproportxonate representation of ‘Christians in ‘top positions in
government ‘and- the ! prlvate sector. Since 1ndependence, ‘the spread’ of
government achools in predomxnantly Mual1m areas has greatly 1mproved
educat1onal opportun1t1es for~ Husllm ‘chxldren, but s1gn1f1cant
d1spar1t1es still exist 'in many countr;es, especxally Vlth respect to
the educat;on ‘of girls and women .-

"To ‘summarize, the colonial partltxon of Africa ahattered exlstxng
polltzcal, social, and economic circumstances by consolxdatlng
thousands of ‘differemt - polxtles ‘into -a few dozen colonies. The .
development ‘of lnfrastructure —-yrazlways, roads, ports, ‘and telegraph
and . telephone lines An-j““ revolut;onlzed communlcatlons, .as xn

i PR T Lo Lor . , LA -l « Y aa
T - I EEE ) - : B
. N « - L I,




o

27.

different ways did  the 1mposxt10n . of . European - languages,

administrative and busxness practices, educatxonal 1nat1tut1ons,,and
re11g1one.‘ Africans in growing numbers  were compelled to enter the
money economy and were linked to world markets. either by, producing
cash crops- or by workxng for 'Europeans, Aszans, Levantxnes, or other
Africans. If most Africans vere employed only in the .lowest, echelons

of government or business enterprlses,, obtazned only . rud1mentary
command of European 1anguages, and received only’ primary educatlons in.
mzsszonary or. government achools, such nonetheleas had revolutlonary

consequences and fostered far-reaching changes. . 1

The foregoing changes are frequently lumped together by the

catch-all "inclusive term modernlzetxon, ', which . ‘has . replaced

czvrlxzed" in ord;nery usage, if not in implied. xntent. But there is
an unders;de to modernrzatzon, for along with the 1ntroductzon of
Europeen institutions, skills, and soczal and ctultural: patterna came
many of the intransigent problems of the "modern" world: urban slums,
broken families, prostltutlon. alcoholtsm,‘ etc., eall of -which.
accompanxed "development .in Europe and  the United Staes and remain’
matters of concern. Colonxzed peoples . in Africa and elsewhere in the.
world were ‘unable to prevent such _perverse .consequences .of .the changes..
forced upon them by their exp101ters, nor, of course, could they share

the opportunxtxes and advantagee of such changes to the same extent as

the free c1t1zenry of European countries and the United States.‘

Political movements and the achigvggent gg ;ndgpgndgncg World War II.
marks a watershed in African history. . The war years 1ntroduced ‘new
1nfluences,‘especxally in the French and - ‘British colonies, and the.
ramifications of the war and its aftermath prepared the way for
Afrlcans to. organlze movements to further thelr .economic and pol1t1ca1
interests. .

Afrzcansq lxvxng ‘in French colonles recelved an unexpected
polltxcal educetlonu from.  the confrontatlon of the Vlchy and -
Free-French partisans. Englxsb-speak1ng Afrlcans took to heart the:
inspiration of the Atlantic Charter. Bundreds .0f . thousands . of"
Africans served as soldiers in the armies of the Allles in Europe,- ‘the
Mrddle Eaet, and Aexa, and proflted from the ‘experience. A return to’
the pre—war status quo .in Africa would. -have been 1mposszb1e, even, had-

" the colonlal ‘powers mnot been left .88 substantlally ‘weakened - by the

conflict as they were. i
Not only were France,. Brxtaxn. and Belglum fer less poverful in: a
material vay, but they were wounded in a very deep psycholog;cal sense.-
as well. .One of the prerequ181tes for colonialism is self-confidence,
and the cultural arrogance and raclsm character15t1c of nineteenth
century Europe go far to expla1n why Europeans believed that. they were,
divinely' ordained ' to conquer and rule over other peoples. ‘When
colonial rule vas establlshed over Afrxcana at the close of the
nlneteenth century,n most Europeans complacently assumed (if, they
thought about the matter at all) that their rule would 1ast for . many
generations, if not centurxee. ‘ By the close of . Vorld War 11,
Europeans' sense of Superlorxty was. as badly ahaken as -was. thelr
economic and m111tary power. . - ﬁ\x,‘ o
Britain, France, and Belgxum faced 1mmense problems :.of
reconstructlon following the var,. especlally France. and Belgium.
There was the developzng Cold War, which dramatized ‘their greatly -
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reduced’ power’ ‘and ° status in’ a’ vorld "dominated by the Amencsn and
Russian'superpovers. They were challenged by 1ndependence movements

everyvhere. in - India, Indo-Chrna, Indonesra, Malaya, Palestxneg

Morocco, Algerza,~ etc., suppression” of which ‘demanded fxnancxal,

military, and’ other resources that European countries now possessed in
very limited amounts. By contrast, the colonzes in sub-Saharan Afrrcai
seemed to’ present no immediate problems, but a revolt in Madagascar in

1947 that wvas’ savagely suppressed by the French and incipient
political’ activities in ‘many colonxes shoved that Afr;cans muat soon
be reckoned with as well. ‘

'The European governmenta that confronted these challenges (vxth

the’ exceptzon of Portugsl) dszered cons1derab1y from those which. had:

presided over the colonial empxres prior to World War II. In Brrtaxn,
the Labor Party came to . pover in 1945, while France was governed in
the 19408 and 1950s by a series of unstable coa11t10ns which included
Socialists ' and Communxsts. ‘ These post-war governments granted
Africans ‘many : liberties - that they had- not known before, notably

freedom to form- labor unzons ‘and ' ‘political " parties. They also’

allocated- slgnxfxcant ‘amounts’ of investment cap1ta1 ‘to their ‘African

colonies, including funds: ‘received from the’ Marshall Plan.\ To be’

sure, these funds- vere intended prxmarxly to .benefit the mother
countries, e1ther ‘by ‘stimulating a greater flow of resources ‘to. the
metropole ‘or by’ earnlng foreign exchange '—— ‘dollars in partxcular -—
through the sale of prlmary products, but this investment vas no less
1mportant ‘for its impact -on the: colonies themselves. ’

All of these developments st;mulated a growxng polxtxcal awareness
on' the ‘part of ‘educated Africans. Especially in the most advanced=
French ‘and British terrxtor;es, newly formed pol1t1ca1 parties began

to- art1culate grievances and demand reforms. At first,” African

demands were generally limited to specific grlevances such as “the’
abolition” of forced labor, equsllzatxon of pay and’ opportunltles in
the civil ‘service, increased political repreaentatron, "and sxmxlar,
short-range goals. Only: gradually d1d Afr1cans begxn to focus on.the’

xssue of independence.

“Political leadership naturally came from the "new" ellte ‘educated
in missionary and”government schools rather. than’ from the tradztlonal;
ruling ‘classes.’ 'Members of the 'new elite had t6 'lead for they spoke
the ' languages “of .the colonlal”‘powera ‘and understood ‘the 1ssues:

involved. They had to lesd, too, because many of the old ‘elite == the
rulers-‘and "chiefs" -- were discredited by long yeara of collaboratxon
with the- colonial admxnzstratzons. It is not surprising’ ‘that the, most
rapid polltlcal mobzlxzatxon took place in ‘the economlcally more

advanced colonies or that most nationmalist leaders came from the urban
centers’ where Afrzcana had most fully part1c1pated in the modernlzxng“
experience. °’'There numerous ethnlc ‘and ' multl-ethnzc organxzatxons”
existed, 1nclud1ng self-help assocxatxons, sports clubs, churches,
schools, ‘and' (after 1945) labor unions, all of which could be’ utllzzed‘
for polxtzcal _purposes. Hembers of the new elxte founded ‘their’

partres - upon’ “such organzzatrons, unrtxng groups across hethnlc
divisions against the common- adversary,- the European colon1a1 rulers.’

The rapidity with which this happened amazed observers, especxally
since ‘the 'African leaders- in the urban areas qulckly gained the

alleglance of rural -folk whom Europeans thought to’ be indifferent to.
"radical” “ideas ‘and subservient to rulers co-opted by ‘the colonial’
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. governments. The nascent polxtacal movement s effectxvely used family

and ‘ethnic 11nks betveen town ‘and’ countryszde to mobrlxze supporters
even in the most Temote ‘areas, where tradrtlonal leaders often
strongly resrsted the. challenge to their authorzty. zhu;,\w

Such was the pervasxveness of. change that everywhere people vanted
"modernxzatron, at least to the extent that.. they understood it.
People wanted ‘more change, not less. . They wsnted more. schools, more
.roads, more trade. more jobs, nore of everythang Europeans had ..

introduced. ' The emerging . polltzcal e11te pronlsed .to. achleve these
goals and’ grsduslly united their achrevement to the winning ‘of .
Lndependence.‘ .economic development would proceed even more rapldlyg
once Africans ‘were in command of their own dest1nyl " Thus the
political ' mobilization of the Afrrcan ‘masses" represented an -

affirmation of modernizationm, not an atavistic appeal for a return to.

pre-colonzal conditions -~ Just as vas true for rndependence movements

i

in other 'parts of the world.

As African natiomalism ‘gained momentum durrng the post-war years,f

the colonial governments at ' first .used represslve measures.‘ Where

violence ' flared ‘it was. suppressed by force. There’ were strrkes,w

rxots, and unrest in many areas -- Ghana, Ivory Coast, Cameroon, to

name ‘a8 few -- and open rebellzon 1n _several colonxes.r .Thousands .of -

people*-'more ‘than fifty thousand. ‘according to some . estrmates,--v

¢‘\

died in the revolt in Madagascar in 1947. and the Mau, Mau uprising in

Kenya in the early '1950's recerved world-wxde publrcxty. .. Soom,

however, European efforts at repreasron gave way to accommodatron..

Involved in fighting colon181 wars in other parts of the globe f-'
Vzetnam, Algerza, Malaya, Suez - snd forced . to recognrze the .
consequences of their depleted wealth and power, ,both Britain and
France ‘were’ understandably fearful of be1ng drawn into. guerxlla warsg
of ' indeterminate length with disaffected African populatxons., For

these and other considerations, they began to plan for a pesceful
transfer of ‘political’ soverelgnty which vould damage as 11tt1e as
posszble the other t1es bzndrng thelr colonles. ) -

Beglnnlng in 1957 with Ghana, led by Kwame Nkrumah, Brltlsh andf
French colonies in Africa were accorded 1nterna1 self-government and.
then 1ndependence in rapid successxon, in some, anstances more raprdly,
than African leaders themselves might have vxshed. It is srgn1f1cant,)

however, ‘that when the Union Jack and the Trxcolore ‘came down over .
government buxldxngs, other flags remained flying. These. ‘were the -

ensigns ' of shipping | companies, tradrng firms, and banks, vhrch

remained under European control and, with few exceptionms, Temain 80, to.

the present day -- a theme that will be discussed followrng. ,
There were important exceptions to' the expedxtlous transfer of
soverezgnty on accommodat1ng terms. Belgrum and ‘Portugal fazled to

appreciate the rea11sm of British and’ French strategzsts. Belgzans

long 'maintained ‘a false sense of . securlty,j“confldent .in . thej
farsrghtedness of- thezr strategy of not creating elite cadres (vhlch
must ' be accounted 8 success, for only’ several dozen Congolese had -

graduated from college .at the trme of 1ndependence and there were. nowi
Afr1can physicians, | engrneers, agronomasts, or army offxcers) In
1960, in the wake of dlsorders. Belgxum reversed course and granted,

the Congo E1ndependence with almést no preparatlon. " The.. country

collapsed into civil war and anarchy and Congo, now Zslre,\has never - -

recovered from the 'debacle, disaster compounded by the d1ctator181 and
corrupt misrule of ‘President Mobutu Sese Seko.
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" The Salazar-Caetano dxctatorahxp in Portugal ateadfastly refused
to concede the’ rlght of Afrxcans to aelf-determznatxon, cla1m1ng that
. theit colonies were" 1ntegral provxncea of Portugal.v Ihere vere large
numbers of Portuguesé “settlers in Angola (c335,000 by the 1970s) and
Mozambique (c220,000 by "the '1970s) to sustain the government 's.
determxnation to resist Afrxcan 11berat10n novenents, but virtually no
settlers in Gurnea where Portugal was lxkev1se forced to fzght, lest
granting Guxnea 8 1ndependence stand as a precedent for the two. much
larger and more "valuable colonxes.. The three colonial wars lasted
until ‘1974, when Portuguese army off1cera who despaired of contznned
fxghtlng toppled the Caetano regime and expedited the . 1ndependence of
the African colonxes. Host of the Portuguese settlers in Angola and
Mozamblque fled to Portugal, leav1ng behind rulned economies that the
victorious Afrzcan 11beratxon _movements have yet to rehabzlrtate.
Angola and® Mozambique 1lack educated and akzlled people .and. the
financial resources needed to repair and rebuxld, and are . plagued by
ongoing warfare - wzth oppos1tzon groups which are supported by South

Africa to’ keep the countrres destabxllzed and counteract the 1nf1uence,

of Russians and Cubans. .

. Portugal' s‘xntransrgence thh respect to Angola and Hozambrque
long ' served "to protect the 1ntereata of the ¢225,000 whites, in
(Southern) Rhodesia who took pre-emptxve ‘action in 1965, . unxlaterally

and 111egally declarxng . their .1ndependence (UDI) from Brzta1n.r

Sanctions 1mposed by Britain' and other natioms had’ 11tt1e effect on
the white- settler ‘regime’ led by Ian Smlth so. long , as, Portugal -and
South Afrlca supplled Rhodesla. ‘° ‘The 1ndependence of Mozambzque,
together ‘with xmprovxng m111tary effectrveneas .on the | .part of the
African lzberatlon forces,” turned the trde, promptxng Br:tzsh

dlplomatxc < 1n1tlat1ves in 1979‘ and Z1mbabwe 8 accession . ‘to

rndependence 1n -1980.°

To _Teturn to the core perlphery model prev1oualy descrlbed what
the leaders of 1ndependence movements captured or were bequeathed,
were the "core' vareas developed by the colonial: powers,,whlch they
have since mazntarned much the same as before. . If at first the elites:
that" led the 1ndependence movements acted in vhat they percerved .as’
their" nat;ons best interests, control of the "core" areas 5oon became
for many ' leaders and thexr entourages the‘ means peraonal
aggrand1zement, whrle the . interests . of. people, llvzng .in the
"periphery" - areas were neglected much as they had been in colonxal
times." Whether or .not the leaders of the nevly 1ndependent countries
could * have followed other polltrcal and . economic atrateglea is a-

matter of contlnuxng controversy. 4
- What s, certaln “is . that European governments formulated
contxngency plans ‘that vere desxgned to: protect and perpetuate the
"core" ‘areas and.thexr llnks to the metropoles. France' 8 policy of :;
"balkanization" ‘is the, ‘nost blatant . example. . Prior to granting |
1ndependence ’to xts ‘colonies, . . France dxsmantled 1ts Vest Africa
federation (8 terrxtorres) ,and’ Equator1a1 Africa federatlon 4 .
terrltorxes) to ensure that it would aftervards ‘deal wlth each country
on 'a omne-to-one basis (an elephant and a mouse), not thh a‘ West:

Afrzcan federation with' half France's "population that mxght have . made;

common ' cause with'’ the ‘smaller. federatxon ,and Madagascar in dealing.

v1th France, Europe, and the rest of the world. More character1st1c -

of ~the ‘period” of - decolonxzat1on vere the profess1onal and personal
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initiatives 'taken by French’' and British admxnxstrators, m18510nar1es,

educators, ‘businessmen,  ‘and (others to  smooth the transition. to
independence and foster contznu1ng ties afterwvard. - .

.- During the -period leading up' to 1ndependence for the Afrlcan
colonies, France joined  with Weat Germany, Italy, Belgium, the

Netherlands, ‘and Luxembourg to create the European Economic Commnnlty

(EEC), or "“Common Market." ' The Treaty of Rome eatablxahxng the EEC in
1957 incorporated the European states' .respective colonxes as
asgsociate members.‘ What to do concernrng thxs affllxatxon became one

of the most ‘important 1ssues confront1ng the Afrxcan‘;atates on

attaining 1ndependence.‘
- With the exception’ of Sekou Toure of Gutnea—Conakry, the leaders
of the former French, Italxan, and Belgzan colon;es decided . that- it

was in their nations' best’ interests to maxnta1n affiliation vxth the’
EEC, along with close pol1t1ca1, economic, aoc1al, and cultural links.
with their former metropoles. They thereby perpetuated both the . long -

existing’ core-perzphery , relatlonstha between metropoles . .and
colonies and ‘the recently established aupra-natlonal EEC association.

Eighteen' former ‘African colonles formally ratified a .convention of -

association with the EEC on December 20 1961, vhxch became effectlveu

on June 1, 1964.

Interdependence and recxproc1t1es are the key elements of theﬁ

association, whzch is subject to renegotzatron every five - years.

European ‘countries reta1n pr1v1leged access to Afrrcan markets for .

their manufactures and - ‘other commodztles, whxle African states ‘'are

guaranteed ‘sales of apeczfled quantltzes of przmary products at higher -
than world market przces. In addxtlon, the EEC prov1des African

nations - with development funds, technical assxstance, ‘and  other
benefits over and above what France or .other countr1es may provide to
former’ colonxes on an 1nd1v1dua1 basxa.“ﬂ’ ) .

Whether ‘the - forego1ng arrangements represent ‘ self-serVLng}

expediency and - the  perpetuation of colonlal ..dependency

("neo-colonialism") or a semsible bargain’ negotxated by far-81ghted.
Afr;can leaders remains in the balance. AFor the new Afrtcan States,
the daunting alternat1ve of - cuttxng economic links . v1th European»

metropoles -and ‘the 'EEC would have meant enterzng world markets in

competition w1th ‘Asian ‘and ' Latin Amerlcan ‘countries  at. a. time of -

decl1n1ng prices for primary" products.’ As dxscussed follov1ng, the .

provision- that the association with the EEC is renegotlable on a flve"

year b8818 has been of con51derab1e szgnlfxcance. Do :,n,;

Independence ‘and a tgrwards. The new Afrxcan elxte took pover v1th an. .
overwhelmzng ‘popular mandate and endeavored to achieve their; promxaes»

to speed modernization. Whatever nationalist . leaders'  private
assessments of economic prospects, may have been, they had sold t== and
oversold ——" citizens of their countr1ee .on the prospects of rapid
economic development and had no alternatxve but to try to make good on
their promises.  During -the first yeara of 1ndependence African

leaders benefitted from considerable outsxde assistance in pureuxt of -

their goals, "as the 'former colonral powers, United Nations agencies,

the United :States, the Soviet Unton, and ‘other industrial natioms.
proffered financial and technlcal azd. But W1th1n 8 . few years,'»s

economic condltlons began to deterlorate ‘in most countrles.v‘,
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Many of the development programs dinitiated: in' African countries
after - 1ndependence fazled or were, only partly successful, in many
instances ‘for the’ same ‘reasons that many pro;ects had. failed or been
disappointing during " the colonial period:. few: exportable resources,
shortages of skilled and educated people, 1nfert11e -80ils, droughts,
pests, ‘and plant and’ lxvestock diseases. . These: ohstacles to economic

development had 'npot’ dxmxnxshed with' independence end _could not: be

" overcome vxth zeal and- determxnatxon alone. . %
The plann1ng -and 1mp1ementat10n of development programs vere
complicated by - the predelxctxon .of many leaders .for experiments in
“Afrzcan Socialism"; having experienced some of the worst excesses; of
"robber baron capxtalxsm," they wvere determxned to try mnew.economic
and social ‘initiatives.- Inplementatxon of planned" economies 'and
government-managed enterprises’ (parastatals) had  the consequence of
1mpoa;ng 1nsuperable burdens .on 1nexper1enced ‘administrators. And
there were ‘too few economxsts. agronomxsts,‘technzczans, and .other
skilled: peraonnel requzred for, effxczent mobilization of resources,

even when thezr numbers were bolstered by outs;de' experts — which.:
latter - were aomet1mes equally 1nexper1enced and ; mistaken in K their’
judgments. - In some  instances "donor countrxea funded unfeaslble'

projects or ‘supplied 1napproprzate technology and equzpment.

Failures and dlsappozntments led. to d13111n81onment and- loss of
confidence 1n—government leaders. As time’ passed there was increasing -
profxteerxng and - bureaucratxc corrnptlon. in nmny countrzes.u‘ And, -
unfortunately for Africa,’ the flow of - forexgn azd and investment
proved’ far 1less than antlcxpated, as donor countrzes became-
preoccupxed with other parts of the, world (e.g., ‘the M1ddle East and
Viet ‘Nam) ‘and investors became 1ncreaszngly vary of 1nvolvement in

polxtxcally unstable less developed countries..

‘Tragically, too, 'during the 19608 African. economxes vere adversely;

affected by erratic and generally decllnxng vorld market prices 'in

pr;mary products.,; Price declines with concomxtant loss of revenues -
forced - governments " to curtail development plans “andr reduce .

expendltures on schools,‘ medzcal facxlztxes, and other. government
services, ‘to the consternation’ of their c1tlzens. - The -quandries

confrontxng Afrxcan deczsxon makers may be. apprecxated from statistics -

concernxng ‘the decline of prrmary product pr1ces from the. peak years

in the 1950s to the m;d-19608,‘ e.g., tea prices fell 16%,. coffee 19%, ;{
cotton :43%, sisal’ 59%, and between 1955 and 1965 the price of cocoa- -
fell. from £500 per ton to less than £90. Increased production to -

offset falling prices had the ‘consequence of glutting world markets,
contrxbutxng to further price declxnes. With such. dxsappoxntments -and

vorsening’ ‘ecomomic - conditions few’ ""fathers of their . countries,” ..
wvhether George Washxngton or Kuame Nkrumah, could. have ‘realized - the ¢

1nflated ‘expectations of the1r people.

*Few did.’" Kwame Nkrumah was removed‘from the preszdency by members;;
of -Ghana's armed forces at the. begznnlng of (1966, ome of .a wave of::
© army coup d'etats in the. mid-1960s that svept from power many of the:

men’ who had led the 1ndependence movements. . Those 'who .organized ‘the

coups - capxtallzed on growxng d1sxllnsxonment in -the . - over—expectant
hopes fostered by leaders, the frustratlons engendered ‘by .single .’
parties ‘stiflinmg dxssent,‘ the dlssat1sfactlon :of farmers:with- .the. -~
marketing ‘boards wh1ch purchased cash crops,: and ; the wldespreadaﬁ

knowledge that - many ‘leaders ‘and members of government had betrayed
their trust by personal extravagance and aggrandizement, by fostering
nepotism, and by other corrupt practices.




33.

The army off1cers (and in some instances; non-commissioned
offxcers) who swept politicans from power represented another segment
of the new elite but one no better qualified by training or experlence’
to cope vzth manifold economic ‘and social challenges. ' Few m111tary”
leaders were more successful than the civilians they" displaced. The
most grossly inept and oppressive dictators included two military men:
Idi Amin Dada of Uganda (1971-1979) and Jean-Bedel Bokassa (1966—1979y
of . the . Central 'African - "Empire;" ithey 'and ‘Nguema ‘Masie Blyoto
(1968—1979) of Equatorial Guinea squandered the wealth of thexr states .
and terrorized the c1t1zenry. ‘ -

. Since the mid-1960s there have' been mzlxtary take-overs in many‘V
countrxes.; Some countries afterwards returned to civilian rule, €8
Sierra Leone in 1968 after a series of coups; Nigeria. in 1979; ‘and .
Ghana in 1977 .and September 1979 (reverting to military rule in' June’
1979. and December 1981). ‘Only: a -handful of African leaders ‘who
founded independence movements :survived the 719605 'and 1970s,f
dxsparate ‘group | espoualng dxfferent -ideologies and methods’ of rule
that, defy : categorization: ' Felix Houphouet-Bo1gny of Ivory Coast,‘
Ahmed Sekou-Toure of Guinea-Conakry, Juliug Nyerere of- Tanzania,
Hastlngs'Banda of Malawi, - Sir. Dawda Jawara of The" Gambla, and most
remarkably, Leopold S...Semghor of Senegal who res1gned in 1981, ‘the
only leader yet voluntarily to rel1nquzsh ‘power to ensure a smooth
transition for a successor. :

‘There were -some notable "success: storxea" in the '1960s -and 19705./
Presxdent Felix Rouphouet—Boxgny\of Ivory ‘Coast" sagely orchestrated
French aid and investment 'to expand exports-in‘coffee. cocoa,.timber,

and other commodities, greatly expanded the -country's 1nfrastructure,“fi

and .spurred the .development of processing plants and other industries.
Presxdent Jomo Kenyatta of Kenya, vho ‘had been ‘imprisoned by Britain
during the Mau . Mau *"Emergency, -similarly encouraged European
1nvestment, ’assiduouslyé promoted tourism, and’' -presided ‘over 'a
government that rivalled Ivory Coast as the most ' cap1ta118t-or1ented“
in Africa. . Nairobi and Abidjan . became.  centers of  communications,
trade, and bankxng and the African headquarters of. ‘many European - and
American firms; as such, they furthered the progress of Kenya’ and,
Ivory Coast -as reg10na1 cores, bu11d1ng on’ developments fromﬁ
colon1a1 times. ~ o : - N
Nrgerxa, the most populous Afrlcan state. -was thteatened ‘with
d1sxntegratzon by the Biafran .War (1967-1970), but" emerged with a

revxsed federal system incorporating- n1neteen states ‘that - shared‘:“

powers formerly allocated to three: ‘polarized regions. The natlon-wxde

dxsbursament of revenues from oil productlon has Spurred economxc and '

socxal as well as polltxcal 1ntegratxon. Nigeria in itself represents

the most important regxonal core" :in tropical Africa, and’ N1ger18 and“'

Ivory Coast acting in concert provided the principal impetus ‘for the
creation of the Economic Commun1ty of West Afrxcan States (ECOWAS) 1nc
1975.

‘Other Afrxcan atates .were" generally leas vell endoved thhl'”

resources, less fortunate. in the elites leading .their governments, or
a combxnatxon of these and other factors. .Elites in some of the
poorest countries concentrated on retarnzng. ‘or 'capturing,’ ‘the “core" )
areas for 'the. advantages to be:derived ‘in -jobs, housing,’ achools;i
medlcal services, and.other amenities, abandoning even the’ pretense of

fosterrng 1mprovements in. the 1lives  of people living 'in the'*

o

"peripheral" regions of the countries.
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Economic conditions worsened in virtually all African states
during . the 19708 and. early 1980s. ' Primary product pnces‘were
generally depressed in world markets, while massive increases in oil
pnces rused _energy .costs enormously ‘and contributed  to spitalhng

costs. of manufactured products. - Conditions in tumerous countries’ were

exacerbated by 'natural and human~caused disasters. During the late
1960s and 1970s drought rsveged sahelian countries from Mauretania and

Senegal  to : Ethiopia - and Somalia. ' Other countries were likewise
afflicted by sporadic droughts, by locusts, and by epidemics of human.

and livestock -disease. , Many. countries were embroiled in warfare.

Wars of ~liberation in Angola, Mozambique, Guinea-Bispau,  ‘and

Rhodes:.a/Zmbsbwe, war over the disposition of the. territory -and

people of . Spanish Sahara; wars. between Ethxopxa and Somalia, -and '
Tanzania .and Uganda; - and. interfecine conflicts in countries such as
Uganda, Angola, and Chad.were: not only destructive for the countries
concerned, but spuvned thousands of refugees, disrupted rail and road
comunlcat:.ons, interfered with programs to eradicate human and animal
diseases, . etCe, ‘all of whi.ch had .serious. consequences for nezghbormg’
countries. In 1982, the - PhelpaﬂStokes Fund est:.mated thst there vere

6. 3 million refugees in Africa..
Individually and collectively Afncan govermnents could do little
to, prevent , or. resolve ‘these - conflicts ‘or @ ameliorate their

consequences.,,'l'he Organizatin of ‘African: Unity (OAU) was: founded in
1963 ‘uth a charter to "promote unity and solidarity among ‘African -

states"; however, :governments are: unwilling to ‘permit mterference in

their domestic matters, and .reluctant. to . intervene 'in’ inter-state R

i

conflxcts. The OAU secretariat: in Addis Ababa lacks: substant:.vef’

powers whxch ‘are .effectively . reserved to heads~of-states ‘meetings

where 1t has often ‘been impossible- to .reach' consensus on cr:.tzcal

issues,’  or, - if decxslons are reached, 'to obtazn the - support or

. compliance of member. states afterwards. ' If the OAU's role 1.s at '
present largely symbol:.c, it serves as a’ valuable forum and as anm

emblem of the goal of continent-wide unity.

Except ‘for countries producing oil, " steeply nnng pnces for‘

petroleum products .all:but bankrupted many African -states ‘during the

1970s and. 1980s.  The Organization of 'Petroleum’ Export:.ng Countnes a

(OPEC) | obtamed a: four'-fold increase in o0il prices in 1973-1974, and

by 1980 & barrel of oil cost fifteen times what it had cost in 1973. '
Many African states were forced to- expend ‘more than fifty -per cent of ..
their fore:.gn exchange earnings “on petroleum products &nd- borroved'
heavily from . banks that . were "recycling" OPEC deposits.  0il price

riges.contributed. greatly to world:inflation, incteasing the ‘prices of
mnufactnred goods s -while the deepem.ng world recession contnbuted to
a declme in purchases ‘of primary 'products and’ further ' depressed

prices. . In 1982 it was' estimated that terms of trade for primary -

products vzs-a-v1s manufactures had decreased by 30% in the prev:.ous"“"c

decade.g Many African countries time ‘and  again were unable ‘to meet .

governmert payrolls, reduced social services, and curta:.led
development pro;ects, especially in "peripheral" areas. The ‘money of

many .countries is mno..longer " freely ‘convertible mto leadmg worldg

currenc:.es, & notable; ! exception’ beirng: ‘the ' CFA franc used _ by
French-speakmg countries "and backed by ‘the: Bank of France.  As bank

debts :come- due, many goverhments ‘are forced to reschedule, payments

incurrmg heavy burdens of - 1ndebtedne38 that poorer countnes will,

never- +able to repay, with consequences that remam to b,e:f_ﬁ"‘

detemxned. L aa
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The devastatlng consequencea of world 1nflatxon -and concomitant
depressed przces for primary products comblned wrth bureaucratic
mismanagement may be.appreciated from the. predicaments of one: country.
In 1981, Tanzania spent 601 of .its . export earnings on petroleum
products. Whereas in 1972 five tons of tea would purchase a tractor,
by 1979 thirteen tons were: requxred and three times as .many cashew
nuts and ten times as much tobacco were needed to import a ‘seven-ton
truck. 'Less easily 'described .in. such ,graphrc terms :is . what . the
consequences may be for 1nd1v1duals “and famrlles grovxng tes, cashew
nuts, and tobacco. ’ Durxng the game perlod. state-controlled ‘companies.
and agricultural pro;ecta proved .grossly rnefftclent wtth many. costly

failures, besides which Tanzania ‘fought an expensxve war to overthrow

Idi Amin Dada, all of whlch contrzbuted to the v1rtua1 bankruptcy of
the country 8 economy.’

" 1f huge increases in petroleum pr1cea and the wxdenzng drsparrty
betveen the ‘prices of prxmary products and manufactures were beyond

the control of African governments, ‘a' general decline in‘the rate of:

increase of food -production was mnot.  In - the: 1960s . and -1970s
development plans generally neglected the agrzcultural sector of the.
economy (except for' 'state run farms, .that have generally -been
mxsmanaged, 1neff1c1ent, and vasteful of resources) in contrast to
investment in 1nfrastructure, manufacturrng enterprrses,, ‘hotels and:
other expensive’ fac111t1e8 to stimulate tourlsm, .plus: housing and
other ‘amenities for' government offzczale and employees. These - and -
other - expendrtures, mostly in core ' areas, , stlmulated contlnurngf
labor migration from pertpheral" areaa, ‘depleting : the .number of .
cult1vators and 1nh1b1t1ng increased product1v1ty.lﬂ !
“As’ economic, conditions worsened, governments became 1ncreasrngly
concerned that the large numbers of unemployed or marglnally employed :
people in urban areas would foment civil unrest and. revolution.. To
foreetall, or respond to, -mounting dteeat1sfact10n in "core" areas, .
governments resorted to’ ‘maintaining low food prices by means ;of food.
imports (low priced rice from Asra,,notably) and use of' Amertcan
food—for-peace aid. = As economlc condztxonaa vorsened, . leaders’
subsidized prrces of staples, addlng to the burden of government debt..
"' The consequence of such policies was to discourage food production
by cultlvators in perrpheral" areas.‘m Unable to compete. with -the -
subsidized’ prtces of food sold in “core” areas and confronted with .
spxrallxng ‘costs for farm equipment and spare. parts, gasollne, and. .
fert1lxzers (many of vhrch are petroleum—derlved), farmers had little .
incentive to increase productlon either of. foodstuffs or cash crops,*
and in some areas reverted to aubsxstence cultlvatton. C e .
‘What " makes lagging food productron an xssue"of crltlcal
szgnzfzcance is rapld populatlon grovth in. most parts of  Africa. !
Statistics’ are unavallable or are of dubious relxabxltty for .many .
areas, but the conaensus is that the populatton in. almost all African -
countries is 1ncreasxng at an annual rate of over. 2% and that many.
countries have rates of’ 1ncrease over 3% annually. The dilemma for
Afrxcan - governments ~is how | to atlmulate ‘food production in -
perlpheral" ‘areas wlthout ratszng food prices for people, living in
"core" areas thereby rlskrng civil dxsorder. . Where - food subsidies-
have - been reduced ‘or announced, publlc unrest has followed. ' "An""
increase in the prrce of rice .was .a major. factor -in the overthrow of’
the‘ government of Ltberla in Aprx{,‘l989,\,and erce.“shortages
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contributed to a coup ‘in Cuinea-Buoau 1.n Kovenber of the nme year.
Leaders in other countries have been careful not to court the same
fate. United- Nat:.ona -agencies, ' the World Bank, _USAID, and other
internetxonal and natzoml orgam.zatzona are’ cutrently accordlng high
priority :to mc:eaung food productx.on in African_ countries, ; but
projected “population increases seem 1likely to surpaes agncultural
productivity for' the fotueeable future. affordmg a grm prospectus
for many- of -the poorest natmna. -

: None ‘ of ‘the - foregoing ‘is 'unique to Afnca. " Such nte comon
patterna “in " "third" and "fourth" world countries on other continents
and constitute the ‘principal issues associated vith the "North-South”
g dulogﬁe Between « developed and lees-developed nations. Unique to the

Africsin’continent, however, are the congeries of Aintractable problems

associated thh vhite-ruled 8outh Africa, econom.cally the most

powerful 'state on the African continent, whete 4.7 million whites

control :the destinies of 20 million" Afncans, '3 'million. Coloureds
(people of ‘mixed’ ancestry), and 1 million people of Asian descent. A
"South Africa dominates southern and central Africa with its mining
and industrial economy, its product:.on ‘of outploe food grown. with low
paid. African “labor, and by  the econonuc xnfluence -it . wields, from
employment - of ‘migrant laborets from" other countries. South Afnca
adds to these advantages by pclzcxes wh:.ch destabxl:.ze -and d:.aun:.te

ne:.ghbonng Afncan states by means, ‘of econonuc and - pollucal‘
pressures. South” Afncsn oupport for oppout:.on novementc such as:
UNITA in Angola led - ‘by ‘Jonas Savxnbx and. the Mozmb:.que Resistance:

Movement ' (MBRM) impede national un1f1cat1on and economic development,
and sabotage of communications networks ' by members .of opposition

groups’ fosters contmumg dependence on South Afr:.ca's tnlvays and

ports. -

" South - Afnca 8 mternal pol:.c:.es,' most notably Apar_t_hgxd

(separation of rnces), ‘the’ exclusxon of Africans from South Africanm

c1t1:ensh1p, and the’ creat;on ‘0of Mindependent™ - African. satellite:
states,  are" condemned by Afrxcan countnes and nost of the, other¢

natmns ‘of - the world. ‘Yet neltber Africans hvmg in South Africa,
the "governments “of ° mdependent Afncan _states, nor those of  other

nations have found" effectxve ‘means to cause South Afr:.ca to change its -

racist - pohc:.es. Appeals to. the United Natxons, to vestern European

countries, and’ to the ‘United, States are _effectively neutralized - by
counterva:.hng lobbymg by South Africa, by the oppos:.txon of powerful;
international ‘business mterests prof:.tmg from present condxt;ons in-

the ‘southern Africa regzonsl core" dom.nated by South Afr;ca, and by
western military analysts who regard South Africa as an invaluable
bulwark against comun:.st xnfluence and subversmn in Afnca. . "Cold

War" strategists sk111fu11y seconded ‘by the .activities of the South e
. African " information ‘service (1nc1ud1ng filler  material provxded'
American’ newspapers and teachmg materials sent to achoola) stress they,;
importance for the western’ alliance of the flow. . of. strategxc
minerals from southern- and' central Afr:.ca ‘and the safety of the Cape :
sea route, both of which “are currently protected" by the . strongly i
anti-communist - regime in’ South Afnca. Focusmg on the purpartedxz

advantages of the. status 'quo, such arguments disregard or gloss ‘OVer. .
“the consequences of South Africa's :mternal and external polxcz.es, and

the: recent:.far-reaching’ changesu.n southern Afr:.ca. ‘the . "buffer" A

states "of -Rhodesia, "Mozambique, ‘and Angola have been str:.pped away,
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and they. and other "Fromt Line States" ‘mow offer sanctuary for South
African - liberation movements. - - Durzng ‘recent = years the . raczel
situation in South Africa has become 1ncreaelng1y polarlzed.w The tzme
may not  be far: off when there is’ widespread civil unrest in South
Africa or full scale war between South Africa and nelghborzng states,
or both at the same time. Few would wish to predlct wvhat policies the
world powers and their allies may follow in such contingencies. - ‘

. To ;recapitulate, many inheritances from the colonial past remain
since independence; some have been mod1f1ed others are substantlally’
unchanged. - In the. political ‘ sphere, ' to the Pandora's Box. of.
European-imposed boundary lines - has been = added thef‘contested}
disposition of the territory of former Spanish. Sahara and Libya's’
claim .to & mineral-rich . slice - of northern Chad.y“‘ The
Ethiopian-Somalian boundary, unresolved in colonial times or followxngﬁ
Somalia's .accession. to 1ndependence, ‘has been’ the .cause of much
bloodletting and millions of people have been made bomeless. South
Africa has created new boundary lines by creatlng Afrlcan "homelands"
and. gradually transforming them ‘into "independent" states ‘that the -
world community has refused to recognize. South Africa, moreover. has
yet to end . its occupation of Namibia, former German South West Africa,
which was- obtalned as a League of Natlons mandate followxng World Warf
I, Lo 3
In -the economic and soczal sphere, leaders of Afrlcan governments,”

wﬁatever i their - political' ' ideology, have maintained = the . -

core—perlphery dichotomies therlted from the colonial period. Tﬁey
and other members. of the new elite and their extended families
monopolize the privileges of the colonxal ‘rulers they" supplanted and
with . whom they continue to' maintain a- wide range of polltlcal,
economic, soc1a1, and cultural associationms. By contrast, ‘Africans
dwelling . in perlpheral" areas and lacking political influence
continue to be deprived of resources vis-a-vis the "core" areds. In
many countries, Africans living 'in "peripheral" areas lack incentives
to increase production of cash.crops or foodstuffs for sale in "core"
areas, -and. some. have .reverted to ‘subsistence ‘agriculture. _Such .
inequities promote continued labor migration' to " "core" areas, .
especially to the capitals of countries where government is invariably

the largest employer. Cities in many courtrieshave sprawllng shanty

towns lacking adequate water supplies, sewage facilities, medical
services, and schools; ‘they are inhabited 'by unemployed ‘and
underemployed .adults, .rootless youths who are seml-lxtetate, and
unskilled, and numerous malnourlshed chlldren, many of vhom recezve
little schooling. “oy oo “ o

The future derlves from the present rand’ the psa ast What of ' the future,

ngen such daunting prospects for. many African countr1es at the outset

of the 1980s?  Much depends on 'the ‘ending of - the world recesslon and

the 1mprovement of prices for primary products.’

Unfortunately for African nations and other less developedﬂ.
countrles, the World Bank's forecasts: for the 1980s and 19908 predict

low growth rates. for the world-economy. These pro;ectlons mean

continuing ‘bad times for less-developed states world-wxde. eapeCLally“,
for non-oil producing. countries. With genera@ly depressedkmarkets for
primary products, the poorest: countries will be hard-pressed to'.

maintain. their. present circumstances, -and thxs only by "significant

improvements- in governmental efflczency and decxsron makrng ‘and . ,
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contznuxng aid from developed countries’' at current 'or increased
levels.' Indeed,_some ‘analysts - despa1r that people in -less. developed
countries,’ especially those 11v1ng in. "perzpheral" areas, 'can improve
their lot until there are far-reaching structural changes .in the world
economy. vaen auch dxsconragxng projections - for . the foreseeable
future, nmch will’ depend on the . capabllltxes of African . leaders, in
the- polzcxes they formulate for, their own countries, and .in’ the
relations’ _they foster with nexghborxng states and countrzes in other
parts.of ‘the vorld. .

Prospects for less developed countrxes thh 011 reserves are

'consxderobly better,‘ given World :Bank projections - for - ongoing

increases in energy prices. In recent years, 81gn1f1cant quantities
of o0il have been discovered along the coasts of west: and west central
Africa which ensure addztxonal income for a number of states:- Their
strengthened econom;es can azgnxfxcently -affect ‘those of . nelghborlng
states,’ from the remittances of labor migrants and from purchases of
foodstuffs and’ other commodities. Nigeria and Ivory Coast are already
regzonal cores" ‘for West Afr;ca, ‘Cameroon, ' Gabon, ‘and Angola can
increasingly serve the same role for West Central Africa.: = @ 'i.°
Many African countries posseasggreat mineral vealth, .and ongoing

proapectxng has located. important: new deposits in recent ‘years. 'Their:

exploltatxon avdits increased world demand. Even modest xmprovements
in world trade and more stable .prices. for minerals and .other’ primary

products “would be of significant ' consequence for. :many Africsn

countrles, .as vould 1mproved international commodity agreements and
long~term contracts negotiated as part of the "North-South dxalogne "
More predictable ‘market . conditions would ' make ' vastly ‘easier the
plannlng of - government budgets -and ‘expedite - development projects.
Much can be accompllshed in .such circumstances by- progressive leaders
capable of harness1ng Afr;cans" strong comm;tment to ‘1mproved
standards of living. | : o

" More’ eff;czently admxn;stered technxcal ﬂld. especxally applled to

agrxculture, can relieve present and. projected food ‘shortages and :
provxde the respite needed to implement measures. to 'reduce populatlon )
‘increases.. During the past two decades .countries in east and south™

Asia have demonstrated that fertility rates. can be slgnzfxcantly
lowered and - population xncrease slowved while at the same. tlme
improving agricultural productxvxty in conditions not "dissimilar 'to-
tropxcal Africa. African countries can follow such ‘examples, adaptzng

and modifying Asxan and other programs, istarting’ fronn mnch lower -

popnlatxon bases- and popnlatzon-land ratios.

" Substantial increases in agricultural productivity can be achxeved
in many African countries by the applzcatlon of techniques developed
elsewvhere in the world during' the ongoing "Green: Revolutxon.? Most
Africans famm thexr own land, - and -there are few disincentives ‘to

enterprxse ,such as . absentee ‘landlords, chronic . indebtedness ‘to f’

money-lenders,' etc., auch .as exist  in South Asiaz and- elsewhere.
Lacking flnancxal resources and trained personnmel,- only-'a few Afrrcan
countries have . yet made effective use of the: -high ‘yield" hybr1ds,
fert111zers, 1mproved 1rr1gatton techniques, .. pest control measures,
etc., pxoneered in other parts of the world. Most, if mot ‘all African-

countries can'’ feed their preaent populatzons ‘and ‘more, . and: - some v
countries' have’ the potent1a1 to. meet regional food .needs: for the B

foreseeable future. Huge,,lxghtly populated Sudan with its ‘vast’ soil’
and water resources ‘may. become the granary of ‘the Middle East, besides’-
produclng ‘much greater quantities of cotton, sugar, and other cash
crops than at present.

-
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' Africa’ 8 sahellan and savanna reg1ons have enormous potent1a1 for

‘llvestock ‘production that can’ be achieved w1th expanded programs, of

“eradication and control of trypsnoaomrasxs. rlnderpest, and other
- diseases, ‘and by herd 1mprovements through selective breedzng. Africa

- can contribute 81gn1f1cant1y to increased. world protein consumption by

greatly ‘augmenting present exports to’ Europe and the Middle East and

by developlng markets in Eastern Europe, Russra,;and South .and East
Asia. .

-An rmprovxng ‘'world economy wlll beneflt the tourrst 1ndustry,

'bllghted by recession and higher airfares due to. zncreased petroleum
.prices and -inflation. Notwlthstandxng that tourxsm rs acknowledged a
”mxxed blessing’ to the countries involved, it ‘can be a valuable means

of acquxrxng forelgn exchange for countries Vlth beaches and game

parks ' protected" ‘from ‘poachers, vhlch ‘attract sun-starved northern

' Europeans on winter’ holldays and camera-totlng Americans and Japanese.

‘The extent to which" 1nd1v1dual Afrrcan states will be able to take

advantage of opportunltres in tbe years of slow world. ‘economic growth
‘projected for the 1980s and 1990s is problematlcal.l The poorest

' states, especrally those wracked by wars and civil strlfe, may remain
" impoverished and undeveloplng  for years to) come, plagued . by

misgovernance, bloated ‘and inefficient . bureaucracies, . bankrupt
treasuries, undisciplined armies,  corrupt pollce - forces, decrepit
infrastructure,” grosaly lnadequate health and educatlonal programs,

‘crime-ridden cities in the 'core" areas, bandxtry along the roads, and

neo-subsistence patterns for people living in "peripheral" areas. -For

“the 'people 11v1ng in such’ countries, the pr1nc1pal economic outlets

will ‘continue to be labor migration to areas of ecomnomic development,
wherever they may. be found, however distant fF- a .reversion to
conditions not d1551m11ar to pre—colonlal trmes and the' .early decades
of colonial-rule.

- On  the - multi-national level, if the llkellhood of effect1ve

‘contrnent—wrde leadershlp by " ‘the Organzzatlon of African states is

problematical, prospects for reg1ona1 .groupings’ are quite prom151ng.

‘One’ consequence of the devastatlng 1968—1973 sahellan drought was the
“formation- of a _permanent inter-state committee of eight West ‘African

states to combat drought conditions in the Sahel (CILSS) together with
European donor countries (Club du Sahel), focu81ng on food production

‘and other aspects of economxc development.

-‘Another example is the states along the Senegal Rlver (Senegal,
Mauretanla, and Mali) which are working in concert wlth donor
countries in Europe and the Middle East and international agencies to

~build dams, produce and distribute electricity, 'and. plan zrrlgatlon
'projects;‘ whlch undertakings. foster the growth  of a_  Senegambia

"regional core." Such combinatzons ‘of African states have clear and
‘over-riding: purposes, .and ‘if present arrangements prove unworkable or
ineffective, the countries involved must needs’ work together to
develop more suitable organizatioms.

On a larger sphere, the Economic Communlty of West African States
(ECOWAS), founded in 1975 and led by two "regional cores' (Nigeria and
Ivory- Coast) and comprising . s1xteen states, ,has undertaken the
challenge ‘of co-ordxnatlng economlc p011c1es, and. fosterlng reglonal
planning by such means. as progressxve lowerlng of tariffs, reducing
hindrances to labor migration, and improving road networks. These
initiatives are paralleled by an organization of nine states in
central and southern Africa. The Southern African Development
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Coordination Conference  (SADCC) formed. in 1980 includes Anmgola,
“'Botewana, Lesotho, Malawx, Hozamblque, Suazlland. Tanzania, Zambis,
‘‘and Zimbabwe, "and has as its’ obJectlves regxonal development .and
- Meconomic lzberatton from South Afrxca,‘the latter ob;ectxve certain
" to be opposed by ‘South ‘Africa by various means. Huch depends on. a
‘modus” vivendi with South Africa,’ vhether a short term "armistice" or
' the'progresaive reconc11x3t1on of issues on a. long~term bnaxs.'
’ Besides ‘the ' United latxons, the most r-portnnt 1nternnt10na1
association for most African. Btates  will coantinue to :be their
aff111atzon with the European ‘Economic Communzty.ﬂ Thene have been
9notab1e developments in recent years. Britain's entry xnto the EEC in
1973 made 1ts former colonies’ el;gxble for assoctat1on, most notably
ngerla, the " most populous state in. sub-Saharan Afrxca, and, in. 1980,
-Zimbabwe, another 1mportant ‘market for European oountrxes. .The former
"African colonres .associated, with the. expanded EEC. (10 countr;es in
'1982) together 91th former’ European coionzes din the Hest Indies and
Pacxflc Ocean now number ‘more than’ szxty nations and are collectmvely
termed the ACP countr1es. Acting in concert, the ACP countries
‘exercise ‘‘far ' greater "clout""vxs-a-v1s the EEC . countries-- in
‘quinquennial negot1at1ons ‘than was_ the case in the 1960s. . Be51des
‘mandating 1ncreased development . funde. the 1975 and 1980 EEC-ACP
-conventions included for the first . time . emergency relief for the
mpoorest countries from disastrous fluctuatxons in umrld market prices
«in ‘certain commod1t1es (Stabex’ for 4commod1txes and Mxnex for
mznerals) ‘ Another nev clause permits ACP manufactures free entry to
"EEC ‘countries. - 1f the latter EEC concession is of only  token
conseqnence at present, ‘it may have . consxderable future 1mportance as
‘ACP countr1es pursue industrial development.
“. iThe foregoxng testifies that the colon1al herztage 1nd18putab1y
‘continues to ' be of salient 1mportance for African countries in
economic and polzt1ca1 .matters.- The same is ;true in, other spheres:
“in endur1ng lxnks in educatxon,, 1anguage. and cultural tles, .the
" moonbeams ‘of shared hlstorlcnl experxences. s .

e ‘Viewed in larger perspectlve, Africans' prospects for the future
fare 1nextrzcab1y ‘linked with those of Americans and. people of‘other
nations ©of the world, vhether "developed" or ‘'less developed." . For
‘all ‘share the same inextricable ~and . growing .links - with . .the
‘world-economy "and the same ‘hopes for.. anreased vorld trade, .ongoing
scientific advances, and suppression of world conflrct.. in. a rapidly
changlng world, wlth scientific breakthroughs in ngrxculture.
treetment of d1sease, and ‘the ongoxng development of new technologles
to  meet: hnman ‘needs, . current perspectlves .concerning - African
development in the’ shprt-run M8y prove overly pessimistic; and as for
‘the long-term," what historian can fail, to hear the echoes of "the
remark made by that Roman leg:.onnure depart:mg from Br:l.ta:Ln 80 1ong
'agO" ""They' 11 never make 1t'" . :

BIBLIOGRAPHICAI‘{MI%E
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Exposxtlon end analy81s of the problems of less developed
countries- comprises a large and tendentlous lxterature. The framework
of. the” fore301ng essay’ "owes much’ to two "scholars:. “Aon, Se1dman s
1ns1ghtfu1 sem1nar presentatlon at Indlana Unlversxty in . September
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1970; and Immanuel Wallerste1n s stlmulatlng .analyses, most conczsely
expressed .in "The ' Three ‘Stages of African 'Involvement - in the
World-Economy,” :in, P.C.W. Gutkind 'and "I. Wallerstein,  eds., The
Political Economy of Contemporary Africa (Sage Publications 1976).

- For .background reading on the period covered .by this essay  see'
relevant chapters in Martin and O'Meara, Africa. and sections of" otherg
books cited in the: Blbllographxcal Notes" follovxng the first essay.

For ‘an admirable.discussion of much.relevant 11terature, .consult
Frederick Cooper, "Africa and the World Economy,". African’ §ggg;g§;
Review, : XXIV, 2/3 (1981). A wealth of statistics. and analysis is’
presented in the World Bank's éggglg;gggg Development  in Sub-Saharan’
Africa; An Agenda’ for Action (paperback 1981; reprinted 1982).. . World
Bank forecasts for the 1980s and 1990s are conveniently. summarlzéd in
a - twelve-page ‘pamphlet, ' "World Development - Report, 1981." . .The

" worsening: circumstances in most less developed countries-.in ‘recent"

decades” are- delineated in Assefa Bequele and 'Rolf. Van: Der ‘Hoeven,"
"Poverty and Inequality in sub-Saharan Africa,” International Labour!
Review, Vol. 119, No. 3 (May-June :1980), 381-392; -and Keith Griffin,
"Economic Development :in'a Changing World,“ World Develo ment, Vol "9, .
No. 3 (1981), 221-226.. . ' -

- Two: books that may appeal to advanced students are John Ell1s, The.
Socxal History of the ‘Machine: Gun (Pantheon, *1975) and Naomi: Caiden
and Aaron Wildavsky, Planning and: Budgeting in Poor Countries (Wlley,
1974). Ellis' book includes numerous 'illustrations:-and will bemuse.
readers with the tragically unlearned lesson that after cutting down
non-vhites for decades, Europeans ‘fighting World ‘War ‘I ' ‘seemed
astonished to learn that machine guns were no less lethal against each
other. The droll-but-serious "Prologue" of the :Caiden and Wildavsky
book may stimulate ‘students to peruse other sections of an informative
introductory work on economic development. Colin :Turnbull, The Lonely
African, a sensitive and perceptive.study by a British anthropologist,.
is highly recommended for background reading on the period of
transition from colonial rule to independence. : P

"Keeping current” on African affairs requires readlng a superlor
newspaper.that focuses on contemporary world inter-relationships, 'such
as the Christian Science Monitor or the highly recommended English
weekly news journal; The Economist, which 'is . available via airmail at
a reduced teacher and student subscription rate. Two free U.S.
government publications. that are especially useful are AF Press Clips,
compiled weekly from a number of newspapers and journals by . the
Department of State (Washington, D.C. 20520), and Agenda, a monthly
publication of ‘the Agency for. International Development . (Office of
Public Affairs, Washington, D.C. 20523), which features short
photo-essays concerning problems .of :less developed countries . and
development projects world-wide.

The publications of the University Field. Staff Internatiomal
(prior to 1982, American University Field Staff) are written by
scholars with many years' experience .in the parts of the world they
cover. Reports on Africa by Richard Critchfield and J. Gus Liebenow
are especially recommended; their perspectives =-- historical,.current,
and future -- ensure that their writings have continuing value.

Ongoing developments in. Southern and Central Africa are delineated
by experts in two volumes edited by Gwendolen M. Carter and Patrick
0'Meara, - Southern Africa: The Continuing Crisis - (lndiana UanQISlty
Press, 2nd Edition,. 1982). and International Politics in ‘Southern’
Africa (Indiana 'University Press,; 1982).‘ Both volumes are available’
in paperback.
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, Novels wrxtten by Afrxcan authors rare omne. of the best means .of

gaining -insights: into':the. manifold changes Africans have experienced

in the. past two,or three generations. . Especially recommended. are
Camara. Laye, ‘The African Child;  Chinua Achebe, Things Fall ‘Apart:and
No Longgr .at Ease;i Ferdinand Oyono, "Houseboy; -James Ngugi,: Weep Not

Chzld, and Joseph Mwangi-Kariuki, Mau Mau Detainee (all but the. first'

are available..in paperback:in the Heinemann African Writers- Series).

Three- of many fine-.novels that describe life in South ‘Africa.- are
Ezekiel ‘Mphahlele;.
Phalarope; and Andre P. Brinmk,: ng;igg g;'DarkngssL V.S. Naipaul, A

Bend ‘in. ‘the ' River, portrays :some ‘of ' the v1c1ssxtudes Zalre"has

experxenced since.independence. - . . . S :
~'The foregoing'may be effectively combxned in world Hlstory ‘courses’
vxth‘novels.dep1ct1ng 'similar circumstances in: other "parts'.of:the

vorldginvcolonial‘endFpost-colonial“times,’such as George Orwell,

Burmese ‘Days;  -Kamala Markandaya,: Nectar in a' Sieve, ‘about changing
life: in ‘rural India;: and .Carolina Maria-de  Jesus, Child of ghe Dark
about; life in a "third world' urban slum (Sao Paulo, Brazil). o

A worthwhile project to prepare students for lectures iand‘

discussions concerning the contemporary world is to assign brief (five
page) papers describing  less developed countries’ of their choice.

Students ‘should:-attempt 'to 'answer as many of the followxng questxonsk

as they can, usxng standard reference vorks. i j . L

r i “ . e . .
«‘,' uy ‘ LR B PR . - f

When d1d the country become 1ndependent’

‘. . T R ot e Ty

What form of government d1d 1t have at 1ndependence’ Nov? Lo

b

) % What soc1a1 classes or. ethnlc groups control the government*’armed‘

forces,nand rellglous and educatxonal 1nst1tut10ns7 DA S

fat 4 -

What are the country 8 pr1nc1pal exports’ Total amountc and Z's.

(G\Who owns the pr1nc1pa1 resources. m1nes, plantatzons. etc..

¢

The prxnc1pa1 economic’ tles are vzth vh;ch countr1es’
- - S RN S : coe - ro R
. Does the country belong to ar marketlng arrangement for 1ts prlmary
product(s)’ R A AT S : <

M ' i o
Y.r, N . o .x,..‘,.. o . o

What are the consequences of the "Green Revolutlon’"V“

¢
f

. What”are thenconsequencesnof the OPEC‘011 pr:|.ce"1ncrease‘s"'.’ﬁ£ "v5>7{

‘i ~Rolein the North-South Dxalogue’»3 . - (I sl =

i ; R H ol < ol e PR

i‘fRole in the Lavs: of the Sea conferences’ ST N L D

L, o . R FEE N | ; P e s sre v v o4
) d ; Ve Ea e FERERY v .ol S

fFore1gn"A1d- from vhxch countr;es’ How much’ TLLLT T mnd e

ru ey - n I S ST
'

“Populatlon and rate of populatxon 1ncrease’

. ! f Crl B
[ AR S 4

Invarlably students compare thelr flndxngs with others, and sharel'
thelr dismay in class at not being:able.to’ "f£ind" basic informationm,"
ori‘express puzzlement at v1de1y divergent ‘statistics concernxngi

wn . Second - Avenue; Alan Paton, Too ' Late- the
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demographic matters and estimates of other sorts. Such remarks
provide an opportunity for teachers to query as to why such might be
the case for specific countries, or to observe that planners must
somehow make decisions in such circumstances (analogous to playing the .
game of croquet 1n Alice in ﬂggggglggg) o

Alternatrvely, students may prepare papers on maJor grouprnga of
less” developed countrzes, descrszng ‘their znter-relatronshrps with .
world markets - and developed countrres, .84, the ACP (Afrrcan,
Caribbean, and Pacific) countries' and their association with the EEC
(European Economic. Commnn1ty),‘ ASEAN (Assoclation of the Southeast -
Asian Nations); and the Andean Pact countries in Latin Amerrca.‘ Such .
papers’ provrde invaluable speczfrcs so that students better
appreciate the generalrzatrons conveyed in asargnments and lectures.

A fruitful subject of discussion for advanced students ‘is to;,
rntroduce them "to the phrlosophrcal and moral qulcksands of whether
"economic development" and ‘"modernization" for.' less . developed
countries necessarily means that "they should ‘become more like us"(?).
This provocative theme can be introduced at different points of a
World sttory or African History course, for example while dealing
with Europe's transformations during the Renaissance and Reformation,
or when discussing missionary objectives in. the nineteenth and
twentieth centuries. Extended discussion is best saved for the end of
the course, when students have completed assignments and are better
prepared to grapple with the issues involved.

One means to encourage students to pull-together and reflect on

.what they have learned in readlng assignments, lectures, discussions,

novels, and research on specific countries is take-home final
examination questions such as the following:

Required Essay. Answer all parts (a,b,c). No more than eight pages
total. Parts a and b count 15%; part ¢ counts 10%.

a) Describe the chief economic characteristics of "less
developed countries."

b) What are some of the chief social and demographic problems
confronting most ldc's?

c) Why is the "internalization" of "Western" social practices
and cultural values an issue of debate?

You may use examples concerning the country you studied.

Write an essay on the following. The limit is seven bluebook pages.

Imagine an African man or woman eighty years of age living in a
village one hundred miles or so in the interior of either West or East
Africa. What changes in his/her "traditional" way of .life has he/she
observed or participated in during his/her lifetime?

Cite examples from the novels or autobiographical literature you
have read for the course which aid non-Africans in understanding the
manifold changes Africa has undergone in the past eighty years. Be as
specific as you can. ’
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Lzst the novels and autobxographxcal lxtetature you hnve tead for ‘the

course, under11n1ng one word for br1e£ reference .in your ‘essay

(example.n Achebe, Things Fall ‘Apart).  Discuss two of the _following

topics, citing" examples from the booka. “You are encouraged to 1nc1ude4

mater1a1 from Turnbull 8 Lonel 1 Azzzsgg;. N {h

1

Labor mxgratxon ;f f]”jii“l‘:f‘“, ‘"Westernization" | B
European rule T . Themes selected for treatment by
Missionary activities S Afrzcan authors, values .
Independence movementsﬁjd B ’ projected in novels = .-
Educatxon 1n European—type schools s o .
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The Afrlcan Herltage and the Slave Trade ORI
. What 18 Afrlca to me: ,p,r
‘ Copper sun .or scarlet ‘8€ea, £
' Jungle star or jungle track, ..
'Strong bronzed men, or regal black
~ Women from.whose loins I sprang:
.When the birds .of Eden<aang?

Countee Cullen, Herlgage

é:"v

v

Until comparatively recently, Afro-Amerlcans have known almost
nothing about the African contlnent and its peoples, and, with few
exceptions, , taken little. 1nterest 'in their African or1g1ns. " Such
information’ concern1ng Afr1ca vhxch Black Americans did acquire over
the years was. generally untrue,« or . grossly 'misrepresented, and
derogatory to themselves as. . well as to their African forebearers.
This rejection of their Afrlcan herztage was a. reflection of the
experience of Black people in America: the trauma of the African slave
trade, the nature of the slave system in America, the ‘ignorance .of all

Amerxcans, whxte as. well as black,,about Africa, and, most important-

perhaps, the. ‘long-persisting efforts of Afro-Americans to. assimilate
into the dominant wh1te culture and eradicate all associations.:with

the Afrlcan past.‘ ‘The long, unhappy era :of self-rejection, .
fortunately, has ‘ended, and Afro-Amerlcans in ‘the present | era.:are’

re-examlnlng " their ; Afrlcan herltage 3and¢T reformulatlng . their..

relatlonshlp with white- Americans. ; -

To apprec1ate the American stereotype of Afrlca in all. its
pernxclousness, one, need only cite .a passage from a sensational

best-seller of generat1ons past, the. Reverend Thomas Dixon, Junior's
The Clansman, published in 1905. . (Ten years later the novel was made

into a hlghly acclaimed motzon plcture, The Birth of- a Nation, which -

recelved "the . approbatlon of .no  less a _personage . than the
h1storxan—pre51dent of the, Unlted States, Woodrow Wilson,: a friend of

Dixon 'from university days ) The subJect of. Dixon's_ book was the::
genesis of the Ku Klux Klan, the white .supremacist organzzatlon which

appeared in the ‘American South after the Civil War, in the so-called

Reconstruction era, and set about to. intimidate. former -slaves who
seemed to: entertaln 1deas ‘about rac1al equallty. V1ew1ng its members .

as men ‘consumed with .a. splrrt of patriotism and the ideals of -

Chr1st1an1ty,' the ‘author portrayed the Klan. as an - organization

ded1cated to’ defense of "the southern way of life™ ~—.the way'of white

supremacy . f;jf against  upstart freedmen 3and . conniving - white

carpetbaggers from the North. In a partlcularly melodramatic: .

passage one of Drxon s ‘dramatis personae delivers- one of ‘the most

categorlcal and damnxng statements on Africa's past -which exists in'.:
print, an uncompromxs1ng and Jove—llke judgement  which  stigmatizes '

Africans as less than human.ﬂ’In 50 d01ng, of course; theAspeaker
Just1f1es the perpetual domlnance of Black people by the whlte race. ¢

g Slnce the dawn of hxetory the Negro has owned the
Contlnent ‘'of Africa -- rich beyond the dreams of
poet's fancy, crunching acres of diamonds beneath
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his bare black feet. Yet he never picked ome up
from the dust until a white man showed to him its
glittering ‘light. - His 'land swarmed with powerful
and docile animals, yet he never dreamed a harness,
cart, or sled. - ‘A hunter by -necessity, he never
made an axe, spear or arrovhead worth preserving
beyond the moment -of .its use. ‘He lived as an ox,
content to graze for ‘an hour. In a land of stome
and txmber, he never sawed a foot of lumber, carved
a block, or 'built a house save of broken sticks and
mud. With league on league of ocean strand and
/miles of 'inland “seas, for four thousand years he
watched their surface txpple under the wind, heard NP
. the thunder of ‘the surf on his beach, the howl of . = .
> . the storm over his head, gazed on the dim blue
.horxzon calling him to worlds that lie- beyond, andﬂ1
.. +.yet he’ never dreamed- a sail! ~'He lived as his
trn; . fathers lived —— ‘stole "his- food,”worked his vxfe,
.-, sold his children, ate his’ ‘brother, - content tou
s drznk, srng, dance and sport as the ape! '

What is- sovextraordlnary about such arrant nonsense zs ‘not that so
many -white Americans believed 'it but: that 80" nmny Black Amerlcans‘

accepted it as well, and continued to 'do 80 until" recent txmes.““

§

.Acceptance. by Blacks of  the notzon that they der1ved from ‘a.
grossly inferior culture 'was, 1in truth, a backhanded tr1bute, flrst,
to ‘the:efficiency of the slave” system in North Amerlca and, second, to'
the : enormous ~assimilative capacity of the’ domlnant white culture.i
Slave owners in the 0ld South so effectxvely mlxed ethnlc groups and‘

destroyed African social -institutions, languages, names, and rellgxons

that, ‘to ran extent. unparalleled - ‘elsewhere <in “the ' New' World,, the =
African. heritage became almost completely forgotten, and, “in’ time,
despised. | Long before their emancxpatlon from- bonded slavery,,“

moreover, Afro-Americans. responded like most: other immigrant groups in

North America -'Germans, Irlsh, Poles, Ital1ans'-- and began rapldly“'
to - acculturate. to the accepted norms of the domxnant ’vhxtebh
Anglo-Saxon culture. ' ‘And, like other 1mm1grants, Blacks also eagerly.

asszsted in dismantling and effacing their own her;tage.,'

:Indeed, Afro-Amerlcans geemed to try" even harder than d1d other‘
1mmlgrant ‘groups. “And’ in- vhat seems in retrospect an. almost pathetxcx
effort to assxmllate ‘into vhxte ‘culture,. they stra;ghtened their halr,l,
whitened their ' skin, and'" selectively married the lxghtest . among.

themselves: " They modeled ‘their behav1or patterns on prevallxng vhite

mores. - ."White was right!"™ ' Insofar as they were ‘financially . able,.

Afro-Amer1cans “enthuslastxcally " subscribed to the materralrstzc")
aspects ‘of ‘American culture: they purchased the most popular, or._ .
fashionable ‘make or model of ‘every concelvable commodlty, whetherff
automobiles, 'television sets,« corn flakes, after-shave lotlons, or. .
Scotch:whiskeys. 'Looters in the Detroit rxots of the summer ‘of 1967»}
vere “‘observed to steal the top- brand names f1rst" Afro-Amer1cans, -in
short; ‘did everything they could to become as American as anyone e15e.~

And undoubtedly they, like other hyphenated Americans, would have been
successful 1f only they could have changed the color of thelr skin.

.
e e oLk ot i
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At the same time that they were 'assimilating into the dominant
wvhite culture, most Black Americans, as mentioned, were accepting
uncritically the prevailing vh1te stereotypes of Africa.- Accordlngly,
they almost ' universally were rejecting their Afrlcan ‘heritage as

something . shameful and humiliating, and- seeking to ‘divest themselves ' :

of any association with the so-called ‘"Dark Continment." The handful

of Afro-Americans who behaved differently did so less from being '

informed about Africa than from the shrewd assumption that because
"Whitey" had demonstrably lied about’ 80 many - other thlngs he probably
had distorted.the truth about Africa as well.

Often as not, . 'black children received their. fxrst lessons in the
inferiority of things African in their own homes, ‘and. reinforecing
their prejudice.at an early age were school :textbooks whichdepicted
Africans as the most primitive people on the: globe. .Exposure to
various media fixed such .impressions almost irrevocably on the minds
of black youths. There were "adventure ‘movels dealing with African
subjects, religious pamphlets which appealed for funds ‘to' evangelize
the benighted heathen in. Afr1ca, comic strips like The Phantom and
Sheena, Queen of the Jung le, ‘and perhaps most ' influential''of all,
newsreels shot in Africa . and ‘movies, - particularly those " of the
never—ending Tarzan series. which played to insatiable audiences, black
no less than white. ~Such presentations almost invariably: portrayed
Africa as "“jungle" inhabited by assorted "natives," that is, groups
composed of primitive, child-like innocents with improbable ‘ratios of
barebreasted, nubile  young females, or, alternatlvely, half-crazed
savages who practiced:  unspeakably barbaric rites and  were kept in
check only by the unflinching courage  of Great. White Hunters, the

civilizing influences:-of self-sacrificing m1531onar1es, and dedicated

colonial administrators who had taken up "the white man's burden."’
. A few Afro-Americans triumphed over such brainwashing and .learned
something - about what Africa was -really like. 'Still, for the: great:

majority of Blacks, subjected as they were:to an unending barrage. of : -
prejudice and misinformation, any mention of Africa and: Africans ----

just as with  white . Americans = — . brought 1nstantaneous1y andﬁ‘
unthlnklngly to . their  minds such~ shameful ‘images as savage
"jungle," cannlbal,, - "primitive," "heathen," ' ‘"naked," ‘' "pagan,"

"uncivilized,"  and other 'debasing .stereotypes. .Harold -Isaacs, ‘who

investigated. .this phenomenon ‘at - the close of the. 1950s, 'made' ‘the -
following analysxs in The New World of Negro Amerlcans SRR A

ok . cliee 0 8

. In the Amer1can Negro universe the word "black" vl
. 'became the key word of rejection, an insult, :a
“flghtlng word.  Prefixed .to any name or obscenity,.
it multiplied the assault many. times. I.suggest
. that every time black was used or perceived. this
.way, the word African came after it, whether it was.
‘actually, spoken or not, whether.it was. there or .
remained -an echo in the mind. - For the Africans ... =
were the blacks, .the source of all the blackness, :°
the depths from which all had .come, and from which'
 all.wanted to .rise. Africa was the "darkness" they = .-
‘“ﬂwanted to -leave behind: 1n ,order to Tise.to .the B
. “'light" of the white man's world +his. rellglons, K
L. phllosophles, _ hls ways .of . 11fe. :

K
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Black Amerxcans~ accepted such v1ews‘rabout Afrxca, lackzng
1nformat10n otherwxse .and engulfed by the. dominant white. culture. In .
Nobody Knows My Name, publlshed in 1961, :James Baldwin evocatively .
descr;bed Afro-Americans' - "social :panic,! fearing to -lose .status omn . . -
the. Amerzcen‘"ladder" 1ead1ng to :success.: e

Th1s really amounts eometlmes to a k;nd of aoczalee» "
paranoia. One cannot .afford to lose status on 'this. ...
s 1q particular ladder,w-for, ‘the preva111ng ‘notion - of f*
.. ‘American. life  seems  ‘to involve "a "kind of - .. -
- rung-by-rung ascensxon to .some hzdeously desirable ' .
"o ,state. If this is one's concept of life, obviously
one cannot afford to slip back ome rung.- When'one V
- slips, .one- slips .back not a rung .but back into-- L. -
chaos and no longer knows who he is. ~And:.‘this - o
f‘reason,hthxshfear, suggests to. me one. of. the real
;.. reasoms. for the  status of--the, Negro -in this-
- . country. -In :a-way,. the ‘Negro tells :us “where the . '*
bottom is: because 'he is there, ‘and where he ‘is, = :.- v .

: . --beneath us, we:know where:the limits .are amd 'mow . ¢+ v
eyt x~fareve .must not fa11“~:We must not’ .fall beneath -. ~r°. .. -

h;m.v;ﬂﬁ,m,
,'Baldwinis -analysis may,‘rperhaps,ﬂibe taken’ - one .step ' further -
following-: .Harold -Isaacs'. analysis: if -American whites *: needed
Afro-Americans to define the bottom: limits, so: Afro—Amerlcans may have
needed Africans .to:occupy the rung below them. VL
i As rrecently as the early  1960s- -=-— ‘a2 light-year ago -in Amer;can =
race --relations = ~--'; students - at  Lincoln," Houard,. and ‘other . Negro *°
un1versxt1es and colleges der1ded newly arr1ved ‘African students.with -
such insults..and epithets as "jungle-bunny," and refused ‘to socialize -~ -
with them -as equals. ' (For. their- part, African students, coming as
many of -them did from 1ndependent nations ruled by»Blacks,Asometlmee{“
proclaimed superiority over ‘Afro-Americans ‘as products of a society -
domxnated at .every ‘level -by ' whites.) Lamentably, stereotypes ‘and 1
misconceptions: concerning Africa ‘- continue ' to ‘be perpetuated :in -
advertising, cartoon strips, films, and other media. African students
participating in "outreach" programs may still be asked, "Is is true -
that Africans live. in trees?. One ‘adept West African commenced the
re-education process by catering to iAmerican chauvinism; he responded
to New York state schoolchildren' by replyxng,’"Yes, and 1n my country
the U.S. Embassy is in’the tallest tree!" " !
The recent: past, fortunately, has brought’ 1nnumerab1e chenges in
the ways Afro-Americans regard themselves. - 'As a result of concessions
-won by the equal rights: movement, gains- in the -economic - realm, and, -
most important: perhaps,: the -new - serrousness thh whzch the1r white
countrymen view them, . black:Americans have come to feel a new sense of
pride and self-confidence. .. :"And al great percentage of them, —
particularly .those who are young, now accept -and,’ more than that,
glorify, their blackness or degree thereof. '  Black Amerlcans also have
developed a new- respect for:Africa and Africans, ‘and have* experlenced
deep satisfaction in .the  achievement' of natiomal- independence by
African peoples and the admission of new African nation-states to the
United Nations. T
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Still, . many -Afro-Americans . have not 'yet: redefined their.: -
relatlonsth with the African motherland ‘and its disparate peoples,

cultures, and languages. .Here in truth remalns one of the challenges
facing Black intellectuals.’ i -

.The, re—education of black’ Amerlcans — of ‘all Amerxcans - about
Africa has hardly begun.- A:broad and concentrated scholarly effort,
both interdisciplinary- and . international in 'scope, has 'in recent
decades greatly ‘increased .previously existing knowledge: about Africa

and brought ‘about a restructuring of previously existing patterms of = °

scholarly .analysis.  One notable result. has been the discrediting of
many . long-standing - racist and colonialist - stereotypes.“A‘continent
long denigrated . as having "no history" has been shown to have had a '

remarkable past. Paleontologzsts -and -archaeologists 'have established

that humankind had its origins on the African continent and that most

of the major human developments of Paleolithic:times (more than three

million years ago to .about: 10,000 B.C.) evolved there. Far from being
isolated, the peoples of sub-Saharan Africa have: for thousands' of -

years engaged in commerce and participated in a wide spectrum of
cultural - exchanges ‘with. the Mediterranean world via. the Nile Valley

and trans-Saharan caravan routes and with. the tradlng peoples of the»“

Indian Ocean.. ‘
In refutation. of those who have asserted that sub—Saharan Afrxca

had‘no civilizations, there has: appeared -in'recent years ‘an extensive

literature, popular. as well as' ' scholarly, on such states as Kush,
which dominated the upper Nile Valley from the time of Egypt's Middle

Kingdom ‘until after the beginning of:'the.Christian era;. Axum, in the "
Ethiopian highlands; and, .in West  Africa, Ife "and Benin. ‘- These :
civilizations . had complex- and sophisticated social ' and: political -
organizations and rich cultural traditions which gave ‘birth to works"
of art counted among the world's treasures.. This is not to.mentiom,":
of course, the hundreds of less renowned societies which produced .

sculptures, masks, and art forms in stone, terracotta, bronze, wood,

cloth, and other materials which today are assiduously ' sought out by:

collectors and have had. profound effect on modern art world-wide.

Besides demonstrating that sub-Saharan Africa has a rich:cultural -~

herxtage,l recent scholarship has provided Afro-Americans . with . new

perspectives on the Atlantic. slave trade, an historical n1ghtmare o

which should be made known for what it was -—-. and was not.: Ve :

The : first slaves of. white men' in. America, : inevitably, . were
Indians. , But almost as soonas.they set foot in the New World, white
explorers and settlers from Europe transmittéd diseases -endemic to

Europe and ‘Africa which rapidly attained pandemic proportions 'in the

new environment. Seconded by malnutrition caused by.the disruption of

Indlan societies, such diseases had almost 'incalculable 'demographic -

consequences. Those Indians who -survived, or were pressed . into
European service -before they were stricken, were .in. many:' cases
unw1111ng or 1ncapab1e of working in accord with European purposes.

Many had lived . as "hunters .and. gatherers or. were ‘only part-time
agrlculturalxsts,‘were unaccustomed to the routine of "daily labor,‘or Cor

were unsat1sfactory in ' other - respects.. - Indian: slavery,« as "a

xouquuencv 1:119d to becnmn a fixture 1n the whltc man's soc1ety 1n'

i

the New World. oL : : LU S B

The Portubuest and bpanlsh were thc flrst to iutroduée~taptlve7”
Africans to  the New World, but it.is"worth noting for couparative -’
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purposes that ‘the Engllsh for a time soughc to meet the lncreasxng

demands for 1abor in ‘their :colonies. 'in the West. Indies- and North' -
America by means of various. types of white servitude, as Eric Williams -

has emphasxzed in his celebrated work Capitalism and Slavery: Common
types..of unfree- :labor ‘shipped-to. America .included -bonded servants,

criminals, and Irish and-Scottish prisoners -of war who were.dispatched
to the West :Indies following Oliver -Cromwell's military' triumphs in.:
the middle of the seventeenth: century.- However, the supply of poor -
people, criminals, and prisoners of war was grossly insufficient to "~
meet demands. for :labor in- English America. .. During the eighteenth :
century, : moreover,  English -economic theory came to. recognize ‘the
advantages of keeping the worthy poor at home to provxde a. supply" ofr“
cheap workers for domestic -industries. ' Most. important, planters in * °
English America, as: time ‘passed, became convinced that black slaves’

from Africa were a more profitable investment. than were'white ‘servants

from England. - Accordingly, .the English, to- satrsfy_thexr needs for‘wh
labor in the West. Indxes and North Amerzca, turned increasingly to"’

Africa.. - . .. Do

Why . did~ planters -in: both - Engllsh Amerlca and Latxn Amerlcai‘

consider Africans a ‘superior investment? . - e roe b

First, there was seemlngly an inexhaustible supply of Afrlcan*

laborers.” :There wasn't, 'of course, for -many parts of sub~Saharan

Africa were lightly populated, but that many Europeans believed ‘such-

to be the case testifies. to ~the! trading 'capabilities of African

middlemen: who - supplied  European slavers. . Second, captive African’
workers seemed . a better - investment :than white indentured’‘servants
because 'they were bartered in.Africa for European manufactures- at -

relatively -advantagéous' rates of ‘exchange,  were not" emancxpated after
a stipulated: period -of : service, . and -laws enacted in‘ the’ 'colonies
stipulated :that. their - servile status descended to’ ‘their ' children.
Third,: Africans were .skilled in -tropical agriculture, with ‘which
Europeans ‘were - totally' unfamiliar.: "Finally, ' Africans -had a

comparatively ~high' resistance ' to ' tropical ° ‘diseases, - especrally't'

malaria. .: i Philip .Curtin has ~‘estimated that . first-generation
Afro-Americans; because of the advantage of being transported from one

tropical ;disease environment. to another, had ‘a 'survival ‘rate .'in

tropical 'areas in ‘the New World of /more than three to ome- over

first-generation . Euro-Americans.. (That' advantage, ‘however, ' -proved ' =

only temporary, for after several generations both :whites and blacks

tend to have. roughly the same death rate: inrthe same environment. The '
importance of environmental factors in rates iof survival is reflected ' °
in an. interesting statistical. projection: although:fewer than tive per -

cent of the slaves 'shipped: from Africa to the Amerzcas landed in the

present-day United  States,. their descendants now comprlse the largestf

single group of blacks in the New World.)

Because of the seemingly insatiable’ demand for cap1tve Afrxcans in
English America, Spanish.America, -Brazil, and the French: ‘West Indxes, o
the Atlantic slave .trade expanded rapidly in ‘the aeventeenth and
eighteenth:centuries.  Curtin, in his book The Atlantic Slave Trade: A ~
Census, has.estimated that:prior to the year 1770 more ‘black Africans”' a
than . white AEuropeans rarrived in: the ' Western Hemlsphere. “Curtin '
estimated that in the 350-odd years between Europe ] dxscovery ‘of

America ;.and .the . suppression. of::the slave.trade in 'the 'ninteenth

century_betveen nine and..a half and;ten million 'Africans survived: the
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trans-Atlantic ‘passage to the Americas. Note that these estimates
refer only to. the Atlantic slave 'trade; millions of other Africans
vere . transported across ‘the Sahara Desert -and the Indian Ocean to
markets 'in North Africa, the Middle East, South A81a, and 1slands v1th'
plantat1on economies in the Indian Ocean. '

- The "organization" of 'the 'Atlantic slave trade 'is ‘most eastly‘
descrzbed by the time-worn phrase "the triangular trade," which refers
to a typical slave ‘vessel's voyage, first, from Europe to West Africa,
then 'to America with a cargo of captives’ and, flnslly, home to Europe.
There were other “triangles," 1nc1ud1ng one. commenclng in New England.
And " many slave vessels simply sailed' back ‘and' forth across the
Atlantic from Brazil and other colonies. But the European trlanguiar‘
route most . convenlently illustrates the 'principal features ‘of the‘
trade and the economic ‘exchanges which took place. |

On .the first side .of the ‘triangle slave:- shlps usually departed
Europe during the autumn or winter months so as 'to" arr1ve in 'West
Africa during. the dry season when the paths of trade to’ “the’ Afrlcan
interior were open and climatic conditions in' West Africa were at
their most healthful. A slaver's outward cargo normally included '
assortments of goods of Eutopean growth and’ manufacture, for ~example,
wines, ' brandies, ‘guns "and gunpowder;, Venetian' beads, fswords,f
cutlasses, knives, pots;, 'pans, and hardward of all sorts. Because .
many. African. communities preferred to have ‘their own ‘skilled’ smlthsAM
work metal into domestic implemeénts and weapons,:cargoes 1nc1uded iron
bars and copper rods. - Slavers' de11vered to Afrlca, via Europe,
products of colonies in America and South Asia; these’included tobaccov
and .rum from the Americas ‘and cotton cloth from" Indla. Afrlcans were -
especrally partlcular about cloth, 'and Indidn cottons were unmatched
in' quality and - price by European manufactures down to the early‘
nineteenth century. ° .. - Ce : o

When- the slaver . arrived in Afr1ca from Europe ‘its’ cargo ‘'was
bartered 'for .captives, either in direct trade with African mxddlemen"’
or through:European or Eur-African’intermediaries established in forts
or: factories along the coast. The ship's doctor'would make thorough -
physical examinations:of all slaves.offered for sale, ‘and individuals
with defects would be accorded lower prices or rejected altogether.’
Slaves often were branded .after purchase andlpayment for them withheld
until they were safely loaded ‘aboard. the 'ship; ‘otherwise ‘African
middlemen might surreptitiously ‘exchange sick or infirm- slaves for
healthy ones,.or arrange that canoes transporting the slaves to the
vessel be upset so the slaves would :be'"lost," recovered, and sold
again. Europeans practiced similar deceptlons.: they diluted brandy*s
and rTum with water and .other " adulterants,» mlxed 'charcoal ‘w1th
gunpowder, -and used fraudulent .weights and measures.’

.Slaves usually could be taken aboard'ship and confzned with little
dszlculty. -Since 'most captives were -so prostrated by grief and
terror .as to be .incapable of resolute action in their own behalf, few
escaped before debarkation.. Most captives had never seen the ocean or
a white man before their purchase and few had ‘the slightest’ conceptlon
of :the fate which was in store for them. . Some believed that they were

berng taken by the whites<to be killed and eaten,-a fear which in no;l

way : dlmlnlshed when they caught gllmpses of European sallors dr1nk1ng
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vine  and eating salt-.pork. A belief widespread among mhn&'African*

societies that . _sustained captives during this :period of trauma .and .

afterwards in the Americas, was :the: conviction that after death their
splrlts vould return to Africa for reincarnation in a new generation.

Who was. enslaved in Africa? Just -about who might be expected.

Most. . important of  all, members of -other ethnic .-groups. : African

30c1et1es rarely sold .their own people into slavery, .and 'then’ only’

criminals and social . mxsflts, rather. they sold their ne1ghbors, or.

unknowns, ‘obtained . either by. warfare _or .trade. Of those Africams :

captured in wars and raids and sold 1nto slavery, the great ma jority
wvere. people from the. lower ranks of society, for, by paying ransom,
societies . often redeemed capt1ves who. wvere members -of their elite.

Generally, more men ,than women were sold into the  Atlantic ~slave-

trade, women being retalned in Africa- because -of ‘their. importance ‘as

cultivators.and because their offspring would increase the numbers -and

strength of the societies that held them. . , o

In addltlon to people captured 'in warfare,. erzmlnals and devxants,:
as. mentxoned, .were enslaved. Indeed, harsher justice was meted out in

many Afrzcan -societies. as, the demand for slaves increased, and in such
c1rcumstances the . penaltles of banishment . and sale became more

frequent and arbltrary and covered a greater number. of crimes and.

soc1a1 offenses.. Some captzves were transported hundreds' of miles to::
the - coast and :s0ld several times along the way, but most ~came from"

areas- close to. the ocean and navigable rivers. » " o

' Many Afr1can societies held "domestic" slaves, but generally
speaklng the1r condltlons of servitude were in no way comparable to:.
those found on plantatlons in Brazil or the West Indies or South.

Carolxna. - Given the limited economic and -role differemtiations in

most . Afrzcan soc1et1es,1slaves in Africa normally worked. -at many of:.
the same tasks which occupied other members of the cormunity. In some:

highly stratified societies slaves were assigned occupations such as

guardlans of the' ruler, counselors,: and tax :collectors. .In some ¢

African ‘§oglet;es,>Aespecially -those: which underwent  -considerable’ -
trensmutation in' the -course of carrying on coastal trade, there was a:
good deal -of social .mobility, and . talented slaves sometlmes rose to?

the highest positions of leadership. ST .

1Once "trade".slaves were attached to an African. soc1ety, they were

by degrees 1ncorporated into. it as members.. ‘Considered '"kinless':

persons at - the . outset. of . their. servitude, slaves progressed toward.’

freedom as, they establzshed ties of community and kinship..: Such ties -

vere establ1shed in a . variety of ways: by marriage to-a member of 'the:"

communlty, by : bearxng the child of a free man; or, 'in.the case of ‘a =
child,. growxng up in. the community and going through the rusual rites®:’
of passage along with other village children. "African societies had -

strong sanctions against selling domestic -slaves who had established
ties with famxly and community. -Generally; only those who assaulted’
or, threatened violence against their masters or other free persons in
a . commun1ty, .or. otherwise : displayed 1incorrigible antx-socxal
tendenc1es, would .be liable to sale into the Atlantic slave trade. -

. In buylng captives in Africa, European slave 'traders distinguished *
between dlfferent societies. 'Captives from some ethnic groups fetched -
premium prlces vh1le others were held in low repute by planters.in the"
Americas ~ because or real or 1mag1ned attributes. Ashanti, for
example, were favored as work gang supervisors and for service in the

" r
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Dutch military forces-in the East Indies. Wolof women were sought as
ladies'. maids in the French Antilles for ‘their unsurpassed knovledge
of femznzne artrflces. Ibos,‘by contrast, were: considered a. poor
monetary r1sk and. difficult to transport because -they.-.were reputed

prone to flts of depression and suicide. .Captives u1t1mately sold in -

the United States came. from many West African soc1et1es, plus some
from the. area ,of modern—day Zaire and Angola.

*Since it was 1mposslb1e for any one European state to control the
seas along the entlre coast : of  West and ‘West Central ‘Africa, every
country with any pretensxon to colonial expansion -at one time or’
another ,participated in the slave .trade, including . Portugal, Spain,-
the. Netherlands,/ France, England, ‘Denmark, and' Sweden. ‘Forts  and-
factorzes of .the .slave traders were established on -land for which the-

re51dent Europeans pa1d an annual rent. . Europeans were contstrained -

to pay rent for the land. they used for trading establishments, to.make. .

a var1etykof other  payments to African ‘landlords, .including export
taxes on slaves,gspec1al -gifts on the opening of trade and:the closing -
of trade, as well as additional presents or- "shake—hands" to Afrlcan

notables to. smooth negotiatioms.. e

Coastal societies generally  did not allow Europeans to trade
inland; . they reserved the profits of middleman' trade. for. themselves.
Europeans sometimes tried to redress their disadvantages -ashore .by

krdnapp1ng Afr1cans on board their vessels, bombarding coastal . towns, .-

or otherwise capxtalxzxng on their, power afloat. ' The traditional.
African .response to such treachery was to inflict retribution on: the
next vessel of the same. . country which happened along: to-trade;;or in.
some 1nstances the next whites of any nation.- As Africans: the 1ength

of the coast were .wont to declare.‘"The sea may belong to. the: whlteﬂ

man, but the land; belongs to Africans.”" Not until the latter part of:
the. n1neteenth century did Europeans gain control of land of Africa. .
What were the effects. of the slave trade on ‘African:societies?:
The most obv1ous consequence was.the loss of populatlon.ﬂ Besides the
estimated  nine -and, a ‘half to ten ‘million -captives who:crossed the .
Atlantlc safely, perhaps .a m11110n and - a half to ‘two million others:
died during the. passage.ﬂh In add1t10n, untoldtmllllons‘perlshed in -
slave ralds,' during transport to the coast,. and iin. the :forts and
barracoons awaiting shipment. The effects of malnutrition, disease

and privation on societies strxpped of their most productive members:

are, as yet incalculable,' and perhaps- always ~Wwill be. . An historial

lronyj-- if such exlsts --is that introduction in Afr1ca of such New .
World food. crops as malze, manioc, peanuts, 'sweet potatoes,..and /the:
plneapple, plus the ongoing diffusion of Asian food crops 'introduced:
in, Afrlca earlier, - contr1buted to restorlng populatlon losses due to-
the slave trade. . . -

. The voyage across the Atlant1c in a slavlng vessel - the second

s1de of the. "triangle" .—- is widely referred to 'in literature as 'the
"Middle Passage.". Regarding. conditions .aboard' slavers.:during 'the

Middle Passage, a few apologists for the slave trade.presented a

picture of well-fed and happy -slaves, reconciled to their fate, some
even sxngxng and dancrng in recreat1onal .periods .aboard ship:as.they
crossed the Atlantic. ; Such accounts hardly squared .with reality.

Rea11ty con51sted .0f . extremely .cramped and .often 'squalid '-holds, -
seasickness, cha1ns .and .shakles, ' savage punishments for:!“attempted.
rebelllons, the rav1sh1ng -of . women, and ..other brutal and<*coarse~ﬁ

treatment on the part of crews. . . ', : S RS

"
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Thcrc:iSaan;extensive*andfgrowing‘liternture“othhdse 1ulamxeb,‘

and -readers: -are -cautioned :.to " discriminate - bétween‘ eyevxtness
descrxpt1ons and .. purported historical reconstructlons. " Many of- the
most - -lurid - accounts ~of ' the - Middle" Passage were composed - by
abolitionists in the :nineteenth century ‘to” fan- publxc outrage agalnst

5"

the-slave’ trade: Very few abolltxonxsts, of course, had - any personal‘
knowledge of conditions aboard a‘slave" shrp. ‘"Accounts’ by ‘angry -

publicists, moreover, are misleading because ‘they invariably 1gnore or

distract ‘the reader's attentxon -from the fundamental cons1deratlon on;
which:the slave trade rested, namely, that every concern for prof1t.‘

professional advancement ‘and the personal safety of* the ship's ‘company
dictated that reasonable care and attention be given to the health and’

safety :of the' slave:cargo. '~ Ships' ‘officers: and doctors, for that:
reason, were. g1ven bounties determxned ‘by how successful they were in

prosecuting ‘their voyages with dispatch and minimum "loss of 11fe.f
Slave-ships’ were.'crowded, but not to a significantly’ greater ‘extent '
than troop transports, . emigrant : vessels, ‘or - comvict’ shlps,’ and

L

available .evidence indicates that' prior to abolition -of- the slave
trade slavers compiled comparable records for preservat1on of 11fe 1u
transit —— because it paid them to 'do 80,

:A good deal..of ‘thought and organlzatlon, of necessity, went' 1nto.

i

transportlng "hundreds of captives across’ - the 'mid-Atlantic in- the‘

crowded . confines of ‘a sa111ng vessel. ' Host 1mportant.‘there had to’ be

enough food and fresh water to “sustain’ captxves and crev for five or °

six weeks: or lomger. :‘During the voyage slaves normally recexved two -

hot ‘meals :a -day.and, unless weather coniditions did not permxt, were’

brought up .on. deck for fresh” alr .and ‘exercise. Those who, out of
grief ior terror or:rage, refused to eat or exercise were punlshed,

usually by whipping, wuntil ‘they did ‘as they vere ordered.’ Captlves'

were. given. salt-watér. baths; and while they were exercrsxng on deck
their :quarters - were .cleaned . and ' aired, 'not- to" make " life’ ‘more

comfortable;for~them,'but to' reduce the - llkelihood of an outbreak ‘of
disease "aboard ~ship. “:Disease - vas the great scourge ‘of slavers, and
any’ captive who'was found - ‘111 was® Lsolated. If a slave came down w1th
a partlcularly lethal’ oricrippling disease, notably smallpox or eye.
infections- cau51ng "blindness, - which mxght spread to the’ rest of the

cargo, he or 'she.might be cast overboard -rone of the xndlsputable

"horrors" of .the Middle Passage.

"'According to all! accounts, the hlghest death rate -aboard slave -

shtps was among' white 'sailors rather -than black capt1ves. Estlmates
are .that ‘one :seaman in  five died during the trlangular voyage, malnly
because,  ‘unlike . :black captlves,' they 'possessed” no immunities to-
tropical diseases encountered onboth sides of the Atlantic. Knowxng
the risks — and also rarely promised bonuses, as- vere shlps'
officers, -«for - ai-successful ' voyage -- ‘ordinary seamén “as."a _rule
detested serving iaboard “slavers.' As .a result,v seamen ‘often were

shanghaied aboard- slave' vessels 'in: European ports or ‘in other vays

coerced into service on slavers. - e

‘When a-ivessel arrived safely ‘in the Amerlcas and unloaded 1ts
human ;cargo, itimight be.laden with’ ‘sugar, rum, tobacco, ‘and other
plantatlon crops for the passage across the“Atlantic  to’ Europe, “the
final 'side- of ‘the “triangle." i The entlre triangular voyage’ normally
required ‘about a year. And it .garnered’ substant1al proflts - that

is, --if - the slaver.' managed "to avoid shlpwreck,‘ slave uprlslngs, ;

epidemics, and capture by men-of-war of hostile-‘natioms, privateers; *

or pirates.
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Strrpped to 1ts basrc elements, the slave trade prov1ded European )
entrepreneurs .with the hardy and experienced labor force required. to
exploit the resources of the New World. -The agricultural, commercxal,
and industrial development of the Americas and Europe accelerated as a

result, while the African continent received only marginal benefits. .

In return‘for the loss. of m11110ns of young men and women, African
societies obtained for the -most - part luxuries and. non-durable

- merchandise whxch were consumed, used up, or.worn out.

Where ,;n the Americas -did slavers deposit their cargoes of
involuntary immigrants .to the New  World -—e,1mm1grants whose

descendants would .by . the twentieth centurj equal about one thlrd ofai_T

the black populatlon of sub-Saharsn Africa? }
Although in the present day roughly a’ thxrd of ‘the black

‘population 1n the Western Hemxsphere lives in the Unrted States, very“;

few slavers, after completlng the Middle Passage, dropped. anchor in .
ports in North Amer1ca., The overwhelmlng ma;orxty instead steered to
Brazil or -the West Ind1es.‘ Many of the captives destined. to work on
farms .and plantations in V1rg1n1a, South Carollna, and other southern
states were  unloaded first in.the West Indies snd seasoned" before
being shlpped to North Amerlca. -

North Amerlca in fact recelved only a comparat1ve1y small numberhg
of the captives fewer than f1ve per cent, accordlng to the .best
estimates. Thxs was so . because the lower mortality rate among the
slave populatlon in North Amerzca,‘as compared with tropical areas in
the Caribbean and South America, simply meant that North. Amerxcan‘
slave-owners required lmportatlon of fewer replacements than did their
counterparts elsewhere. in the Americas. - (The .comparative -trickle of
slaves into the. present-day United, States, 1nc1dentally, resulted in
correspondzngly less - renewal of Afrlcan social and cultural attributes
in North America than in other parts of  the New World.) The
overwhelming maJorlty of Africans brought. to. the present—day United
States, moreover, arr1ved in North America before‘ the War of
Independence. Which means that, . in terms. of time, black Americans of
the present era have deeper roots in North America' s soil than do
scores of millions of their white countrymen’ - white countrymen who
have sometimes vxewed them almost as aliens  -in American socxety.

As mentloned approxrmately ten million Afrzcans were carried to
the Amerlcas, -2 migration of 1mmense proportions that ‘had .incalculable
economic, political, and social’ ramlflcstxons 1n the countries of
their ultimate desttnatlon. ‘Indeed, scholars’ ‘have' only begun to study
the enormous contrlbutlons to New World, soc1et1es by men and women of
African descent -- not only the bulldlng of economlc structures, but
in the social and cultural spheres as well. '~ For as the eminent
historian C. Vann Woodward has commented in "Cllo w1th Soul," "So far
as their culture is concerned all Amerlcans are part Negro.

Still to be determined is the extent to which mutuality of
interest among Blacks of the dzaspora can be fostered and maintained.
For culture no less than color is significant in human affalrs, and it
is evident that the latter alome will not be sufficient to.establish
meaningful long-term relatlonshxps between Afrlcans ., and the
descendants of Africans in other . parts of the world. When Black
Panther leader Eldrldge Cleaver returned to the Unxted States from
exile, he stated that the “Back to Africa Movement" is dead, and
related that there were "cultural chasms" between black Americans and
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Afrlcans. "I felt as distant from some Africans as from some people in
Asia." Kwame Toure, formerly Stokley Carmzchael, ‘who married an

African and who lived in Africa a'number of years, would® ‘emphatically’
disagree.- Ever succinct; Dxck Gregory bemusedly related that visiting -
Africa 'he received the’ ‘greatest shock of his life' when he found out

that he was a "chocolate—colored American vhlte man." .
Newly found interest in the land of " their ancestors has motrvated

s

many -Afro-Americans to ‘identify with -and champzon the new African’
nation-states. Hany Afro-Amerxcans have v131ted Africa, as scholars,'

Peace Corps volunteers, 'and as tourists. Afro-Americans’ travelzng to
Afrxca vxth lxttle or no knovledge of the ' countries vxszted have

experienced many of the frustrations and mxsunderstand1ngs of tourists

everywhere. Some have espoused a permanent return to 'the motherland.’

Their expresa1ons "of enthusiasm have at times dzsconcerted and puzzled

Africans. 1f Afro-Americans have been welcomed in Africa’as v1sxtors,‘”
only those ‘individuals’ possessxng investment capxtal ‘or expertxse ‘

needed by developing countries have been encouraged 'to ‘remain.

One of the principal determinants 'in future relations between

Africans and AfrOeAmerxcans will be ‘the effectiveness of ' Black Studies

and ‘African -Studies programs -and Black-controlled medla in’ educat1ng‘“'

Afro-Americans about Afrzcan socxetles and - cultures. s ‘For most

Afro-Amerzcans ‘know "little"- about ‘the continent ‘and are sometxmes as
prone as ‘are their white countrymen ‘to misunderstand the' values and

asplratlons of "Africans. 'The 'late Tom Mboya of Kenya expressed that -
truism ‘after an abraelve exchange w1th black m111tants 1n Harlem 1n~

the summer of 1969 )

“What is ‘unrealistic' about the proposal - [to

" return to ‘Africa] 'is the ease with which some'

black” Amer;cans think they can' throw off thelr

" American’ culture and - become African. ““For

'example, some ' think that to- 1dent1fy wlth

Afrlca one should wear ‘a shaggy beard or ‘a

p1ece of cloth on ‘one s head" or a cheap garment

‘on ome's body. R find  here a complete

mlsunderstand1ng of vhat Afr;can culture really

.- means. ' ‘An African’ walks "barefoot ‘or wears
\: sandals made of old txres not because it is his
. f culture but because he lives in poverty. We''
11ve in mud and wattle huts and buy ‘cheap. Hong,,

Kong fabrics  not’ because it is ‘part of our

‘culture, but’ because these ’arej‘condltxons

1mposed on’ today by ‘poverty. and by

11m1tat1ons 1n technlcal, educatlonal and other
resources. ~ White people have often confused . o
the symbols of our poverty ‘with our culture. ‘I- 7
would hope that black people would not make the
same error. :‘ o S0 ; o

¥
N

-

‘“**Our culture 'is- something muchﬁdeeper. ‘It is
the ' sum ' of our personallty and our attltude
toward “‘life.. The ‘basic qualltxes ‘that

o dlstlngulsh it are our extended famlly t1es and:lz'
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the codes governing relatxons _between o0ld and
young, our - ‘concept of ' ‘mutual social
responsibility and communal activities, our
sense of humor, our belief in & supreme being.
‘.and ‘our ceremonxes for bxrth, marr1age and '
‘death. ' These  things have 'a‘ deep meaning forf
RTE . us, and they pervade our culture, regardless of
v tribe or clan. They are qualities that ‘shape
"+ ‘o our lives,.'and they will influence the new -
1nst1tut10ns that we are mov eatablxshxng. N
_ If few Black Amerzcans are presently 1nformed about Afr1ca, ‘the ~
number is steadxly increasing due to the efforts of ‘Black Studies and
African  Studies programs: .and the thousands of Africans who ‘attend’
American colleges and universities and serve as’ 1nterpreters ‘of African
culture. to Americans, (and on their return home, of American: culture to
fellow Africans). So ;long as. their dream of a lee ‘of dxgnlty and °
equal ‘opportunity and justice 'in the United States remalns‘unfu1f111edi,
moreover, ' Afro-Americans’ will strive to° 1earn more: ‘about . their ’
ancestral homeland. For as W. E B DuBoxs wrote 1n 1903 in The Souls ggj
Black Folk:'X - . = ," - fooo L
" One  ever. feels hlS two-ness =-— an Amerlcan,'a“‘
Negro; . two' ' souls, = two thoughts,“ "two
. unreconciled strivings; 'two -warring ideals in
‘one'..dark -body,’ ‘whose - dogged 'strength alone,"-
\keeps 1t from be1ng torn asunder.

. e e o
PR ; : : T

The hxstory of the Amerlcan Negro is the -
- .. history of this strife;, -- ‘this lomging' to
.« .. . attain- self-conscious manhood, to ‘merge his"
. double"self into a better and truer self. 1In’
~this merging he wishes neither of" ‘the older '~
;' -selves to be lost.. 'He would not Africanize
i America, for America has too much to ‘teach the °
world and Africa. -He would not bleach his
Negro soul in a flood ‘of white Amerlcanlsm, ]
.. for he knows that Negro blood has a message
+:.for .the world. He simply wxshed ‘to make it~ i
. possible .for a man to be’ both a Negro and an T
HAmerlcan,... ‘ , o . .

1 [

DuBozs wrote the foregoxng sentxments two years before " ‘the ‘Reverend
Thonas 'Dixon publlshed the 1gnorant dlatrlbe prev1ously quoted. There :
is, of .course, - no question ‘as .to’ which ‘man 's v1s1on, DuBoxs 8 or
Dixon's, most influenced race relatioms in the United States ‘in’ theﬂ
twentieth century. Still, :DuBois ‘also” asserted in The. -Souls of Black
Folk that "the:problem of the twentieth century is the problem of the
colorline, -~ the: relatiom of the darker to the lxghter races of men in
Asia and Africa, 'in ‘America and the islands- of the sea."" ‘Since the endw
of the Second World War .the- peop]e of the Unlted States, whites as well.
as ‘Blacks, racists .as well- as- reformers, have become 1ncre351ng1y .aware
of the accuracy of DuBois's prediction and have come to realize that the
way in which that. problem —- the problem of preJudlce —- is met will be
of monumental importance to their republic and also to Africa and the
world.
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First mentlon deservedly belongs to . the late Melv:.lle Herskovits's
pioneer wortk, The ﬂyl:_h_ of the Negro Egg_t_ (1941), - the first informed

study of the impact of African cultural- heritage on American life.-

Another wvork-of an. earller generat:l.on which has continuing relevance is
Eric Williams, M and Slavery (1944). David.Brion Davis, The
Problem of Slavgrz in Western Q_Q,L;_Lg_ (1966), ,18 ‘a standard work om
slave systems in the ‘Americas. e

Harold 1Isaacs, The New __Q__L_ g_g _gg_r__ ._SILEE.% (1963), was
published  .on the .eve of the Black  revolution in the United States.
Changing. Afro-Amerzcan attitudes toward Africa are surveyed in ‘three
anthologxes Adelaide Cromwell Hill and Martin Kilson, eds., Apropos of
Africa: - Sentiments of Negro American Lepders on A__f_ugg_ from the 1800's
to the 1950's (1969); Raymond F. Betts, ed., The Ideplogy of Blackness
(1971);. and . Okon Edet Uya, ed., Black Brotherhood: Afro-Americans' and
Afr;ca (1971) Tom Mboya's views on the mew interest of Afro-Americans
in . their motherland are found :.n "The American ‘Negro Cannot Look to
Africa for an Escape," "New York Times Magazine (July 13, 1969), -30-44.
New departures ‘for historians are set forth by C. Vann Woodward, "Clio
with Soul," Journal of American History LVI, 1 (June 1969), 5-20.
Charles Guthrie of Indlana State University has prepared a provocative
glide presentatlon of .magazine advertisements, cartoons, textbook
illustratioms,: etc.,. that serve .to.perpetuate myths and misconceptions
concerning Afnca.  For teachers, “The Struggle Continues!"

Standard accounts of the Atlantlc slave trade are Basil Davidson,
Black Mother; Africa: The Years of Irial (1961), and Daniel Mannix and
Malcolm Cowley, Black Cargoes: .A History of fthe Atlantic Slave Trade,
1519-1865 (1962), and James A. Rawley, The Transatlantic Slave Trade; A
History (1981). " Statistics;on:.the slave trade. -quoted .in the present
essay are taken “from Ph111p D. Curtin, The Atlantic Slave Trade: A
Census (1969), a. remarkable work of synthesis that-stimulated a spate of
specialized stud:.es._~_ These have compiled great .quantities of new
information concernmg -all. aspects of -the.slave trade; for some areas
Curtin's estimates are: rev:.sed upvards, for other :ereas downwards, but
taken together, they susta:.n Curtzn 8 :overall estimate of nine a&and a
half to ten mxlhon captxve Afncans reachxng ‘the! Americas. This
literature is discussed; by Paul -E. Lovejoy -in "The. Volume of the
Atlantic Slave. Trade: A Synthea:.s," ournal Qf_ Afrjcan History, 23, 4
(1982), and in Iransformatjons in Slavery; A.History of $laverv in
Africa (1983). Three books that present the “work of leading scholars
are Suzanne Miers and Igor Kopytoff, eds., Slavery ‘in Africa; H istorical
and Anthropological Perspectives :(1977); ; Henry. A. ‘Gemery and 'Jan 'S.-
Hogendorn, eds., The Uncommon Market; Esggg in the Economic History of

the Atlantic Slave Trade (1979), and -David Eltis: and James Walvm, eds., j

The Abolition of the A;lantlc Slave Trade~-(1981).:. " RIS I

.'Anyone interested in slavery and the slave trade .should. read
accounts by f:.rst-hand part:.cxpants. Afncan -experiences are recorded-
in Paul Edwards, ed., Equiano's . gavels (1789; -1967); -Philip- D. Curtln, 3
ed., Africa Remembered, Narratives by West Africans: from :the Era‘of :the -

Slave Trade  (1967); 'and Terry Alford .Prince Among  Slaves.. (1977).

Slavers perspect1ves are recounted in. Hugh Crow, Memoirs: ofthe Late"
Cagta1n Hugh Crow of L1verpool (1830 1967),»and»Capta:m ~Theophilus -
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Conneau, A Slaver's Log Book (1976), introduction by Mabel M. Smythe, as
well as several editions presented by Brantz Mayer. Alex Haley's Roots
(1976) has too many errors of fact and interpretation to warrant its use
as collateral reading, unless it is studied in conjunction with such
critiques as Donald R. Wright, "Uprooting Kunta Kinte: On the Perils of
Relying on Encyclopedic Informants," History in Africa, Vol. 8 (1981),
205-217, and Gary B. Mills and Elizabeth Shown Mills, "Roots and the New
'Faction': A Legitimate Tool for Clio?", Virginia Magazinme of History
and Biography, Vol. 89, 1 (1981), 3-26. "Keeping current" concerning
slavery and the slave trade is virtually a hopeless task, given the
plethora of studies during the past two decades and the work inm
progress. However, the place to start is Joseph C. Miller, Slavery: A
Comparative Teaching Bibliography (1977); Miiler undertakes the
Sisyphean task of publishing annual bibliographical supplements in the
journal Slavery and Abolitiom.
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