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PREFACE 

The t h r e e  papers following o f f e r  bmad overvieva of some of t h  
major themes of African History. The essays a r e  wr i t t en  f o r  t h e  
genera l  reader and f o r  use a s  introductory o r  supplementary readings 
i n  co l l ege  and high school courses i n  African, Mrodmerican,  and 
World History. 

P r inc ipa l ly ,  however, t h i s  ipub l i ca t  ion i s  addressed to fe l low 
teachers  r e ~ p o n s i b l e  f o r  World History .and ~f ro-berican History - 
courses i n  colleges and higE'. schools. Notwithstanding t h a t  my 
specia l ized f i e l d  i s  . African s d  History, I coneider World Bis tory  the  
most important subject  1 ; t ' e h c h  young' Americans. * Uhen I a r r ived  i n  
Korea i n  1954, I was almost completely uninformed concerning Asian 
s o c i e t i e s  and cul tures ,  and .unprepared and d r a i n e d  t o  learn  much 
from obaervat ion -. and - experiedce . Another generat-ion of Americans 
debarked i n  Viet Nam no better prepared, '  and perhaps even more 
ignorant and c u l t u r a l l y  ar rogant  ' vis-a-vis o ther  cul tures .  The 
f indings  of the  American Council on Education i n  1977 t h a t  only t h r e e  
percent of American undergraduates were enrol led  i n  any course dealing 
v i t h  in te rna t iona l  a f f a i r s  o r  fore ign peoples and cu l tu res ,  and t h a t  
l e s s  than f i v e  pekcent 'of  * individual$  'prepar ing t o  t&cb kindergarten - 
through 12th  ,grade had any exposure t o  in te rna t iona l  s t u d i e s  o r  
t r a i n i n g ,  suggests t h a t  "dmericans . w i l l  long" remiin i l l -p repared  t o  
understand a r a p i d l y t h a n g i n g  andr  ' increasingly in tegia ted  world. 

The f i r s t  two p a p e r s  were published i n  the  January 1970 and 
January 1969 issues  of The History Teacher, a journal admirably 
dedicated t o  bridging t h e  gap between specia l ized h i s t o r i c a l  research . 
and t h e  broader i n t e r e s t s  of col lege  and secondary teachers.  I a m  . 
g r a t e f u l  t o  the  e d i t o r s  f o r  permission t o  repr in t  my a r t i c l e s  i n  t h i s  
publ ica t ion.  I am likewise indebted t o  Pa t r i ck  O'Meara, Director  of 
t h e  African Studies Program, f o r  providing an  inexpensive format to. 
make the  papers ava i l ab le  t o .  teachers  and students.  The second 
p r in t ing  provides an opportunity to  rev i se  the  papers and add new 
material:  The f i r s t  and second essays a r e  subs tan t i a l ly  rewrit ten.  I 
hope t h e  publ ica t ion w i l l  continue t o  serve i t s  intended purposes, and 
I welcome communications A ,, - -from readers suggesting poss ib le  f u t u r e  

r @ , ' 1 : .  " + $ , . ,  ! * , p  8 r ev is ions .  + .  . c 

I am indebted t o  Sue' Haason f o r  typingm'and e d i t o r i a l  ass is tance ,  
t o  Merry Merryfield f o r  encouraging me t o  undertake the  revis ions  and 
f o r  pedagogical advice, and t o  P h y l l i s  H. Martin, Pat r ick  J. Munson. 
Richard E. Stryker, and P h y l l i s  Yuhas f o r  information and advice 
concerning subject  matter  and analyses. The maps vere  prepared by 
Cathryn L. Iombardi and were o r i g i n a l l y  published i n  Africa,  ed i t ed  by 
P h y l l i s  M. Plart i n  and Pa t r i ck  O'Meara (Indiana University Press. 
1977) . 
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A World "History can '  be one of t he  most s t imu la t ing  and  rewarding 
courses a * teacher  i s  ever  c a l l e d  upon t o  o f f e r ,  'arid a t  t h e  same time 
one of t h e  most f r u s t r a t i n g  experiences -imaginable.  OneR of its' ch ief  
a t t r a c t i o n s  i s  t h a t  i t  provides a unique v e h i c l e *  f o r  viewing human 
a f f a i r s  . i n  a time perspect ive.  1 '  Such a course can present  ana lyses  and 
i n s i g h t s  'not o f f e red  i n  t h e  synchronic approaches employed i n  t h e  
s o c i a l  sc iences  which have successfu l ly  'upstaged'  h i s t o r y  teaching i n  
recent  decades. Capable and imaginat ive . s t u d e n t s  i n s t i n c t i v e l y  
respond . t o  a course which o f f e r s  an- oppor tuni ty  t o  ga in  a g r e a t e r  
understanding - of t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  processes t h a t  have.  made t h e  modern, 
world. But the  d i f f i c u l t i e s  of teaching World Hi s to ry  a r e  a s  inanifest  
a s  t h e  advantages. .  Many t eache r s  a r e  daunted by t h e  t a s k  of master ing 
what seems t o  be an' impossibly l a r g e  corpus of knovledge,' a s  w e l l  a s  + 

keeping ab reas t  of t h e  f lood of new m a t e r i a l s ' a n d  recommended t e a c h i n g '  
s t r a t e g i e s .  A s  a r e s u l t ,  numerous teachers  do not  want t o  o f f e r  World . b 

His tory ,  and morale i s  lowiamong some who do. t a 

.Many of the  d i f f i c u l t i e s 8  i n  teaching World His tory  'stem frdm the 
f a c t .  t h a t  :it is  a r e l a t i v e l y  new f i e l d  of i n s t r u c t i o n  and s u i t a b l e 3  
m a t e r i a l s  and approaches ' a r e  st  ill i n  t h e  planning and ' t e s t i n g  s t ages .  
It can be argued, too,  t h a t  u n t i l *  q u i t e  r e c e n t l y  t h e r e  was no r e a l l y '  
per suas ive  r a t  i ona le  f o r  teaching World Hi s to ry  courses,  whether i n  
high .schools o r  co l leges .  Textbooks and teaching6 p lans  r e f l e c t  t h a t  
t h e  genes is  .of most such courses was t h e  gradual  recogni t ion  t h a t  t h e  
s tandard "West e rn  C i v i l i z a t i o n "  approach needed t o  be kxpanded t o  
inc lude  o t h e r  p a r t s  of t he  world of i nc reas ing  s i g n i f i c a n c e  t o  
Americans. The response t o  t h i s  need was * i n  many cases  'temporary 
stopgap courses which become permanent o f f e r i n g s  i n V t h e  curr iculum. 
School curriculuin coordina tors  organized new lesson  p lans t -  and , 

publ i shers  added new lchapters t o  s tandard textbooks,  but i n  most cases'  
l i t t l e  was .done t o  i n t e g r a t e  t h e  new m a t e r i a l  with t h e  o l d  i n  any 
systematic  o r .  meaningful way. 'Teachers and s tuden t s  a r e '  given 
a d d i t i c n a l  i n f o m a t i o n  t o  master but l i t t l e  guidance how t o  go about 
i t .  Many World Hi s to ry  course o u t l i n e s  and textbooks a r e  hodgepodges 
of d i s p a r a t e  and d i s c r e t e  information, <unre l a t ed  readings and confused 
ob jec t ives  . Some courses may be  . 'categorized a s  "so many weeks" 
assigned t o  " representa t ive"  coun t r i e s ,  a r e a s  o r  con t inen t s  ' --# 

expedience d isguised  and d i g n i f i e d  by ' t h e  ca t ch -a l l  honor i f i c  of a 
"cul ture  a reas  approach.'' , Such courses should be abandoned. The 
perpe tua t ion  of a s epa ra t e  a reas  approach runs d iauie t r ica l ly  counter  
t o  what should be t h e  mos t : s ign i f i can t  contr ibut ion of a World Hi s to ry  
course, t h a t  of f o s t e r i n g  an understanding of t h e  p r i n c i p a l  
i n t e r - r e l a t ionsh ips  between peoples,  coun t r i e s ,  and cont inents .  An 
a l t e r n a t i v e ,  i n t en ra t ed ,  * approach t o  World His tory ,  which is  e n t i r e l y  
s u i t a b l e  f o r  co l lege ,  high school  and junior-high school  courses ,  has - 
been a v a i l a b l e  ?or  some years .  t 

William H. McNeill pioneered a 'fundamentally d i f f e r e n t  approach, 
first i n  a seminal i masterwork, . T h e  'Rise & s h e  West (Univers i ty  of 
Chicago -Press ,  19631, and subsequently i n  A_ World His tory  (oxford 
Universi ty Press, 3rd ed., 19791, a textbook designed for co l l ege  use. 
HcNeill ''s expos i t ion  i s  grounded on t h e  shared r e l a t i o n s h i p s  between 
peoples,  ' s t a t e s ,  and con t inen t s ,  i n s t ead  of emphasizing t h e i r  



individual  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  and r e p a r a t e , ,  h i s to r i es ;  1-::Fundamental t o  
t h i r  approach 1s' ~ c l e i l l ' s  emphasis on the  significance of c u l t u r a l  
diffuuion i n  hirtory:.; ncNciJld ,g ives  unprecedented a t t e n t  ion'. to- the  
d i f fu r iod  o f . ' , f o o d ~ ~ r o p ~ ,  p o l i t i c a l .  rymtear, mi l i t a ry  ' t echno log ies , : and~  
p&d&ic dircarrc;.-vhichS frequent ly apanned g r e a t  : d i r t a n c e s ,  of t en  from. - 
one' cont i v n t  ;to . p o t h e r  i r Such i n t e r r e l a t  ionuhipe and :shared c u l t u r a l  
dcvelopmentr '-.,the .commn , h r i t a g e i o f  humankind. - a r t  - the  atuf  f of . 
World Hir torg ,  .md t h e  concepta :and . gen,eral izat  ionat vhich der ive  jf rom 

Z, r .  * 1  ruch " ,  an cpproach,,provide new. and exc i t ing  .teaching oppor tuni t ies .  " - . 
. T&'- be aure, , . t e a c h e r  on : f i r a t  - being informed of the . .  4 f c l e i l  .. 

approach: romet+s - u p r e a r ,  w r e  of a .enre of dismay . than emancipation 
i r u i k c h '  a .  : they : , f e e l :  cas t  l o o r e  .from fami l i a r  moorings: implanted. i n  
high school and col lege  h i r t o r y  -courre.. , Gone a r e  "f eudai  .pyramids; " *  

the ,  - k i p g r ,  o f  - England- :,and France, l u t i o n r l ~  :h i s to r i es  - and the  
coiPfortable, unre f l ec t ive  t r a d i t i o n  of ' d u l r n g  v i t h .  "our"; people. andu + 
t h e i r  :: : European ' antecedent r , i n  : contraat-and-coaparison: - with- o ther  * 

a o c i e t i e r  , '  around "the globe. - T h e . f a c t  . ia t b a t  the .  range .of a concepts, 
and" h i s t o r i a l  knowledge t o ,  be n a r t e r e d ,  r h i l e  .d i f fe ren t  ,, is :no *,,morea' ' 
d i f f i c u l t  -.than t r a d i t i o n a l  teaching method8 . . *And,; once maatered, . the  
McNeill approach -y ie lds  far  , b e t t e r  .. understanding of broad . -h is tor ica l$  :, 
procebaes add a mode o f  inquiry  vhich has ,.many cornparat ive  

, /  
F 

, % L) I ., and " i c r ~ i s - c u l t u r a l '  a p p l i c a t  ions . ' i I I j _  , . -  , . . .  
'* The *r,chema' which, f o l l o v ~ .  is  \ designed,.tos extend : .and .amplify - tbe:  . 

l&i ted  ' c o v e r a g e  a l l o t e d -  t o  rub-Sahara Afr ica  i n  +McNeilllr : text ,  '& .: 
World ~ i s t o r v .  . ? ,  . Teacher8 .vedded t o  t h e  "culture , .areas1' approach ' - .' 
vhether a .by. choice o r  o t h e r y i r e  , -, v i l l :  f i n d    that many - of - the  top ics  
diicuesed: 'following can;  be .  incorporated i n t o  e x i ~ t i n g  courses uring ' 1  
t h i s  method: l . . ~ a l e o l i t h i c :  a n d N e o l i t h i c  .times;. 2. Egypt, t h e , . N i l e -  
valley,'? a n d  t h e  &rn of Afr ica ;  3 .  Wert A f r i c a  .and .trans-Sahara: t rade; /  . ,  

4. ,East  " ~ f  r i c a  and 1ndian ocean lcommerce . from pre-Christ i6n - $times - to  
t e  ~ o r t u ~ u e s e  ;' 5 ,  African,  ' landlords ': and Portuguese ..' s t rangers  !; 6 .: . . The, ' ' ~ o u ' t h ~ - ~ t l a n t i c  Syatem' !from t h e d - s i x t e e n t h :  t o -  t h e - . n i n e t e e n t h .  
centur ies  ; 7 u q e a n  imperialism, :. decolonizat ion, , and the  problems 

' . 
I '  . i a  of ' l eas  developed countries.  . i . , . , . 4 , .  : . ' I  , *  - . i d '  a - 4 L ,I 

1. . P a l e o l i t h i c  . - .  &nd Neoli thic l$imes * I . .  + In: recent  ' decades - : 
archaeologists  and  paleontologists have subatant i a  l l y  es tabl ished t h a t  a 

humankind e v o l v e d . o n . t h e  African continent  and, t h a t  moat  of the  major 
develbpmentdm-;of , P a l e o l i t h i c  times . (c4,000,000 years ago t o  ~ 1 0 , 0 0 0  A 
B.C. 1, occurred there .  . ,Tool-making t ,and , the  evolution of s o c i e t a l  - 

organisat  ion ;ere pioneered by horninids . l iv ing  i n  A£ t i c a .   he ~ f r i c i n -  
continent ,  provided a hospi table  environment f o r  hman evolution,  in * . 
coritrast,, f o r ,  example, t o  the  , g l a c i a l  ::advances and r e t r e a t s  i n  IEurope ,. - 
during Ple is tocene times. *: m e i  , . .  - r  - .  * - , . ,  - 

' ~ r o m  c9000 B,.C. u n t i l  ~ 6 0 0 0  B .C. and f rom..c5500 'B .C. t o  .cl000. B .C. *: 
the.  sahdra ~ e r e e t  ,received considerably o r e !  r a i n f a l l  than i t  does a t  1 ": 
prebent . (two to:? thiee .times, the , c4 inches : i t  receives today),  . 

resul t ing '  i n  a ravanna environment with ,-.numerous streams .'- shallow ' +  

lakes ,, and, rwamplands t h a t  , a t t r a c t e d  human migrations from t h e  n o r t h  
and, 'south 'and westvards from the Nile val ley . :  Pcop1e:living i n  the  
Sahara, and a .wide b e l t  of t e r r i t o r y  .extending - ~outhwards .  alongr .the ' i  

upper ,Nile v a l l e y  and i n t o  the  l a k e s  :region: of East Afr ica  shaied a. 
v a j ,  of l i f e  t h t  . J0E.G. Sutton - has characterized a s  : the t  ~ B 8 A q & t ~ c . . .  
~ i v i l i ' z a t i o n '  :of ~ i d d l e  Africafa'. * Groups . s e t t l e d  along lakes "land * 

watercourses s u b s i s t e d  on f i s h ,  s h e l l f i s h ,  hippos, crocodi les ,  and 



< 

, : :',il::i'+::.c*i.r' ;; l : * i  .,,, ,, :',,,.;: !; '!:A::: I , 
other aquatic fauna, d h i d e s  "h'unting game i n  neighboring savannas and 
c o l l e c t i n g  a variety of  plant foods. Sutton t enta t ive ly  as soc ia te s  
the people of  the Aquatic C i v i l i z a t i o n  with the ~ i l o - ~ a h a r a n  language 
family (Hap P1 and Hap #2) .  



MAP #I 





A dry phase extending from c6OOO B.C. t o  c5500 B .C. g r e a t l y  
a t t enua ted  t h e  a reas  of  t h e  Sahara t h a t  supported t h e  aqua t i c  
l i f e s t y l e ,  causing groups t o  expand t h e i r  r e l i a n c e  on hunting and 
ga ther ing  wild g ra ins  and o the r  p l an t  foods,  o r  migrate  t o  b e t t e r  
watered a reas .  The aqua t i c  environment i n  t h e  Sahara expanded again  
during t h e  period termed t h e  A t l a n t i c  .Wet Phase (~5500-2500 B .C .) , but 
not  t o  i t s  former .- ex ten t .  .. Many ..groups, inc luding  new migrants;  f r o a  
t h e  south,' p rac t iced  hunting and ga ther ing  i n  t h e  savannas, whi le  

- migrants  1 f  =om ~ o t t h " ~ f  r i c a '  ,introduced a p a s t o r a l  way of l i f e .  : Scenes 
of humans :and animals; " l i v i n g  i n  t h e  Sahara . during ' t he  A t l a n t i c  Wet 
Phase a r e  ' d r a h t  ica l ly ' .  'portrayed ' in :  rock paint ' ings and e t  chihgs i n  
p a r t s  o f '  t h e 4 a h a r a  t h a t  , a r e  too a r i d  f o r  human h a b i t a t i o n i t o d a y .  
Hunters a r e  depicted s t a l k i n g  t h e  r i c h  fauna, including an te lopes ,  
buf fa loes ,  and e lephants ,  . , and p a s t o r a l i s t s  :herded mul t i -co lored  
c a t t l e ,  sheep, and goats  ./ : . : . " 5 :  

1 

During 1 t he .  period of . increas ing  + des icca t ion  foilowing t h e  ~ t l h n t  i c  
Wet Phase,! people l i v i n g * * a l o n g  t h e  receding shore l ines  of shallow 
lakes  a t  Dhar ~ i c h i t t ;  in '  Mauretania (Map $3) and e lsevhere  i n t e n s i f i e d  
t h e i r  c o l l e c t  ion of wild g ra ins '  and began, t o  domesticate them. 'Barley 
and wheat, {the s t a p l e '  g r a i n  crops of  t h e  ~ i l e  v a l l e y  a n d  North, Af r i ca ,  
did not t h r i v e  i n l t h e  Sahara o r  t h e  s a h e l ,  so *from clOOO B.C. onvards 
( i f  not ! e a r l i e r )  people l i v i n g  i n  these  a r e a s  concent ra ted  t h e i r  
e f f o r t s  on ; 'domest icat ing indigenous spec ie s  of m i l l e t ,  sorghum, and 
r i c e .  These; g r a i n s .  came t o  be c u l t i v a t e d  ac ross  a  wide-,band of  s ahe l  
and savanna extending from Hauretania and Senegal i n  t h e  west t o  t h e  
Sudan a n d 9  Ethiopian highlands, . where another  g r a i n ,  t e f ,  . vas  
domesticated and widely. grovn l - I 

Much 1 remains t o  ' be learned concerning the  economic and ; s o c i a l  
consequences of  t hese  developments. "It i s  noteworthy, f o r  example, 
t h a t  t h e  people of t h e  e a r l z e s t  s u b - ~ a h a r a n  c i v i l i z a t i o n  i d e n t i f i e d  t o  
da te ,  t he  Nok cul \ ture of nor thern  Nigeria  (from t h e  6 t h 9 ,  century  B.C., 

I ,  

o r  e a r l i e r ) , : c u l t i v a t e d  sorghum and m i l l e t  ' ( ~ a ~  $3); Except f o =  the  
a rea  of t h e t t i n l a n d  d e l t a  . o f  t h e  Niger' (hear t land  of t he  Mali: and 
Songhai s t a t e s  during t h e  .second millenium A.D.) , t r o p i c a l  s o i l s i  a r e  
not a s  product ive 'as t h e  r i c h  a l l u v i a l  s o i l s  a long,  t h e  N i l e  ~ i v e r ,  o r  
t h e  so i l s \ long '  t h e - -  Mediterranean coas t  .,,$ of & .  :North Af r i ca .  
Consequent l y  , Africans l i v i n g  i n  t h e  sahe 1 and. savannas p rac t i ced  
s h i f t i n g  c u l t i v a t i o n ,  which ' suppo~rt s 'comparat i v e l y  sparse  populat ions 
and i n h i b i t s  t he  development of urban cen te r s .  L i 

< < 

A s  envi,ronmental condi t ions  worsened i n  t h e  ~ a h a r a ,  : people* began 
t o  move ou t  no r th  and south,  and eastwards i n t o  the  Ni l e  va l l ey .  
These included Nilo-Saharan speaking groups .associated w i t h  ; t he  
"Aquatic C iv i l i za t ion" ;  ances to r s  of t h e  Berbers (Af roas i a t i c  language 
family)  ; and Plande speaking: groups whose descendants s e t t l e d  widely i n  
western Af r i ca  -. (Mande languages - +  c o n s t i t u t e  - -  a -'subfamily - of - t h e  
Niger-Congo language family) .  See Map #l and Hap #2. The t s e t s e  f l y ,  
t h e  v e c t o r  f o r  s leeping  s ickness  which l i v e s  i n  woodland-savanna 
ecologies ,  i n h i b i t e d  t h e  spread of  pas tora l i sm i n  a reas  r ece iv ing  more 
than 40 inches of r a i n f a l l  a  year .  During t h e  pas t  two mi l l en ia  
changing r a i n f a l l  p a t t e r n s  have6., caused t h e  " t s e t s e  f l y  l i n e "  t o  
o s c i l l a t e  no r th  and south wi th in  an-c200 k i l o m e t e r r i d e  b e l t  extending 
across  Af r i ca  between 10 and 15 degrees no r th  l a t i t u d e .  
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*; Afr icans  l i v i n g  i n  r b i n  f o r e s t s  and along t h e  margins of t h e  

savannas may have p r a c t i c e d  p ro to -ag r i cu l tu re  beginning s e v e r a l  
thousand yea r s  p r i o r  t o  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  era, but d a t e s  a r e  y e t  t o  be 
determined. I n  West A f r i c a ,  o i l  palms and Afr ican  yams were p r o t e c t e d  
by brush c l e a r i n g ,  and Af r i cans  sys t ema t i ca l l y  c o l l e c t e d  a wide 
v a r i e t y  of p l a n t  spec i e s ,  many of which a r e  s t i l l  r e s o r t e d  t o  a s  
"hunger foods" i n  t imes . s w of  . . ,.. shortage. . % v  ,..,a.- +., .Unfortunately . f o r  Af r i cans  
l i v i n g  in. ' -rawin :f o%et  and v e t  savanna environments ,:" except  -.for t h e  

+-." " - 
African !yam' t h e  most va luab le  spec i e s  of p l a n t s  s u i t a b l e  f o r  
ddnes t i ca t i on  , were' n o t  indigenous and v e r e  . 'not introduced : to  t h e  
Afr ican  =ant i nen t  hn t  il - , a f t e r  t h e  beginning o f  ' t h e  - C h r i s t i a n  era'. As 
a conseq$exke, df r i c a n s  l i v i n g  ' i n  mbny p a r t s  of t h e  'cont inent  remaiced 
hunters  and g a t h e r e r s  e x p l o i t i n g  t h e  abundance of  food a v a i l a b i e '  from 
t h e  r i c h : f l o r a  and fauna,  u n t i l  t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  'of Asian c u l t i g e n s  
promoted a :food producing '~revo1ut ion  i n  t r o p i c a l  Af r i ca .  

1 ,  . , - : \  
t , > t *  

2. E ~ y p t ,  t h e  " ~ i l e  va l l ev .  and t h e  Horn pf Afr i ca   he' ' ~ i l e  : v a l l e y  
connects !North A f r i c a  a n d  sub-Saharan A f r i c a ,  and t o g e t h e r .  w i th  t h e  
Red Sea dr&ides  a water c o r r i d o r  l i nk ing  t h e  peoples  of A f r i c a l w i t h  
those  of : , t h e  Mediterranean,  Middle Eas t ,  and , Ind i an  Ocean.  1 i From 
e a r l i e s t  :known t i m e s  the'  i n h a b i t a n t s  of ~ ~ ~ ~ t , .  .~udan*,  . and E t h i o p i a  
shared conaaercial;' .and i c u l t u r a l  'exchanges - w i t h '  o n e -  another ,  ; w i t h  
Afr icans  1iving"to' t h e  w e s t ,  and w i t h "  t h e  peoples  of t h e  %ddle' ~ a s t  . 

~ u r i n g  the .  t i m e  of - , ~ ~ ~ ~ t l s  o l d  Kingdom. (~2680-2260 B.C.) Egyptians 
t raded albng ' , the  upper N i l e  and probably over land  a c r o s s  t h e  Sudan t o  
t he  southwest,  a l though t h e  l a t t e r  remains t h e  s u b j e c t  of s c h o l a r l y  
specula t ion .  Egyptian ;mariners  undertook voyages down t h e  Red Sea t o  
t h e  c o a s t b * b f  Yemen :and ~ E r i t r e a  ("lancl o f  punt") t o  o b t a i n  m y r r ~  (an 
aromatic irCsin t o  b u * b  ; as incense  - in  temples ) ,  ivory ,  and o t h e r  
conmodit i e s  . During Middle Kingdom times (~2050-17 85 B .C. ) , t r a d e r s  
i n  t h e  s t a t e  of  Kush wh ich  developed south  of  , t h e & : t h i r d  .Ni le  c a t a r a c t  
served a s  ' i n t e rmed ia r i e s  ' .betveen Egypt, t h d h i g h l a n d s '  of  ~ t h i o ~ i a '  v i a  
rou t e s  a long the8"Atbara :'and B lue .  N i l e  r i v e r  v a l l e y s ,  and s o c i e t i e s  
l i v i n g  w e s t ' o f  t h e  White N i l e .  Egypt 's  New Kingdom (~1580-1085;~ ' .C . )  
conquered i and'!. k l e d  Kush. Numerous ~ ~ ~ ~ t i a n s  set t  led  i n  Kush, a s  

* I 

admin i s t r a to r s  ;* ' Tmerchants ,  p r i e s t s  ,' :; s o l d i e r s ,  e t c . ,  f o s t e r i n g  
economic, ; soc i a l ,  and c u l t u r a l  exchanges throughout t h e  region.  \ 

A f t e r  t h e  fail+"£ t h e  N e w  Kingdom, Egypt came under t h e  c o n t r o l  of 
a Libyan ( ~ e r b e r )  dynasty (~950-730 B.C.). I n  c751 B.C., ~ u s h ' s - a r m y  
invaded northward and a f t e r  ' a campaign l a s t i n g  a number of yea r s ,  
expel led t h e  Libyan dynasty.  Kush's r u l e r s  c o n t r o l l e d  a re-uni ted 
Nile v a l l e y  ' u n t i l  656 B.C., when t h e  Assyrians -invaded Egypt and drove 
the  army !of Kush southward i n t o  t he  Sudand.*" ' The s t a t e  of  ~Kush 
continued i t s  ex i s t ence  f o r  some thousand y e a r s  t h e r e a f t e r ,  e x p l o i t i n g  
t h e  advantages of i t s  c e n t r a l  l o c a t i o n  a long  t h e  upper - .Ni le .  ' Kush 
t raded  wit,h ' Egypt, s u c c e s s i v e l ~  r u l e d ,  by ~ s s ~ r i a n s ,  Pe r s i ans , -  Greeks 
(Ptolemaic -Dynasty) ,*  and Romans; w i th  Egyptian, Greek, and Roman 
s e a f a r e r s  a t  Red Sea p o r t s ;  wi th  t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  of E th iopia  v i a  t h e  
Atbara and Blue N i l e  v a l l e y s ;  and wi th  Af r i cans  l i v i n g  southwards 
along the  White N i l e  and t o  t h e  westwards ac ros s  t h e  savannas f o r  
d i s t ances  y e t  t o  be determined by scho la r s .  Heroe, t h e  c a p i t a l  of 
Kush from t h e  s i x t h  cen tury  B.C., was .  a major c e n t e r  of  i r o n  
product ion,  and one of t h e  conundrums o f  A f r i c a n  h i s t o r y  is  Kush's 
r o l e  i n  t h e  d i f f u s i o n  of iron-making techniques t o  sub-Saharan A f r i c a .  
(Nap # 3 ) .  
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' se&ingly the  h o s t  ' h b b r t a n t  f ac'tor i n  Kush's decline i a s  the  r i s e  
of the  s t a t e  of Axum in the  Ethiopian highlands during t h e  . ea r ly  . centur ies  of the  Chr i s t i an  e ra .  Axum prospered from commercial l i n k s  
with Kush 'v ia  the  Blue Ni le  and Atbara r i v e r  val leys ,  v i t h  southern 
Arabia and the  ~ n d i a n  Ocean t r ade  complex,. and with the  growing 
numbers a of vesse ls  dispatched down the  *Red .Sea from Egypt.. The 
expansion of '~ium'e ' t r a d e  and t e r r i t o r i a l  con t ro l  +along the  Red Sea 
coast ,  ,combined with* des t ruc t ive  ra id ing by Beja nomads l iv ing  i n  , the 
eas tern  dese r t ,  s t i f l e d  Kush's commerce and contributed t o  .a long 
decl ine  t h a t  culminated wi th  t h e  des t ruct ion of Heroe. probably by 
Beja r a i d e r s ,  i n  the  four th  century A.D.  The s t a t e  of Kush ceased t o  
e x i s t ,  but the  commercial and c u l t u r a l  linkages previously described b 5  

coqt inued down t o  modern times . 
) ' t  1 

3. ' - West ~ f r i ' = a '  -- and t r a n s - % h a r k  t r ade  ~ h ;  =incept '*of the  " 

Mediterranean Sea a s  l inking - not separa t ing - peoples is  a t u s e f u l  
theme i n  teaching "world h i s td ry  and serves a s  a lead-in' t o  discussion 
of commercial and c u l t u r a l  l i n k s  between North Afr ica  and sub-saharan . 
Africa.' 'One important top ic  i s  the  development .of  "Phoenician and 
Greek t rade  ' diasporas across  . the  Mediterranean*. . From . c1000 B .C. 
Phoenicians began t rading a t  ~ a d e s j c a d i z  i n  southern Spain f o r  s i l v e r  
and t i n ,  and a t  ~ i x u s ] ~ a r a c h e '  on the  , A t l a n t i c  coast  of Morocco where 
they could obta in  copper mined a t  Akjoujt i n  Mauretania and. more 
specu1at ive ly  , gold' t ransported along a route  l inking a the  Senegal 
River. :*Following the  founding <of Carthage i n  c814 B.C., Phoenicians 
founded 'o ther  t r ad ing  posts  southwards . along the  coast of  morocco. 
Most h i s to r i ans  g ive  credence t o  Herodotus' account of Hanno's 
expedition along the  coast  of West Africa around 450 B .C., . Hanno I s  

object ive being the ' (vain)  attempt' to  reach gold deposits  being worked 
south ,of the  Sahara. 

Depiction on Saharan rocks of Berbers us ing horse drawn c h a r i o t s  
f o r  'hunting and ra id ing date t o  approximately 600-400 B.C. and a t t e s t  
t o  a t  l e a s t  sporadic trans-Saharan contacts  during Phoenician t imes . .  
Rock etchings and paint ings+ ind ica te  two char io t  routes,  one l inking 
the 'bend of t h e  Niger with the  Gulf of Syrtes,  and a second l inking 
the Senegal and Niger r i v e r s  with southern Morocco. These contacts  
l ike ly  f a c i l i t a t e d  t h e  spread of knowledge of iron-working across  the  
Sahara, by groups of i t i n e r a n t  smiths. , Archaeo logicalF 
evidence from Dhar T i c h i t t  i n  Mauretania , ind ica tes  t h a t  during t h i s  
period Berber r a i d e r s  !conquered the  c u l t i v a t o r s  and p a s t o r a l i s t s  
l iv ing along the  desiccating i n  the  'western Sahara and sahe l  
tone (Hap #I and Map #3) .  I .  J i h I '  

Trans-Saharan contacts  apparently became. sporahic and, perhaps 
ceased a f t e r  c300 B.C. a s  the  Sahara Desert became increas ingly  a r i d .  
Phoenician set t lements along the  coast of southern Morocco seemingly 
were sbandoned before the'  des t ruct ion of Carthage by Rome i n  146 B .C. 

Camels were introduced t o  North Africa and t o  the  sahe l i adwzone  
south of the Sahara during Roman t i h e s ,  but the  development of 
trans-Saharan t rade  on a {sustained bas is  by means of camel caravans 
seemingly dates  t o  the  period of increasing r a i n f a l l  a f t e r  c300 'A.D. 

4 6  i. 

tha t  culminated i n  the  c700-1100 A.D. wet 'period. ~ r a n s - ~ a h a r a n  . 
exchanges of commodities such as gold. ivory, captives,  malaguetta 
pepper, e tc . ,  f o r  cloth; swords, horses, paper, and other  luxury goods 
were .made possible by the  * p r i o r  development of commercial networks 
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t h a t  l inked t h e  d i f f e r e n t  eco log ica l  zones of Uest  Af r i ca ,  networks .I - -r 
t h a t  -".date: from 'the' e a r l y  :centuries o f  t h e "  Chr i s t i an  e r a ,  and probably . . 
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e a r l i e r .  ":, :  4 . 

The augment ing !.vo l u i e  of .tiaria-Sahara ti.adii ; b i t  i i b u t e d  'tb the. 
3 '  7 ' , 2 

r i a e  of : ~ f  &an empires 'which: dominated commerce - i n '  tile 'sa;arkaa soukh,. 
of " the2':Sahara. T h e s e  i n c l u d e d ' t l i e  a t a t e s  of Takrur (?-I 2 cen t .  1, 
Ghaii '  (?-12 . f e n t i ) ,  khli ".(13-15 cent .  I,,' ~ o n g h a i .  (14-16 ; cent ,) , .and' ." 
Kanem  orn nu' . (9-19 cent . ) .  'These empires- guaranteed '  'xsecur i ty  f o r  
c o k e r c e  o jer '  v i d e ,  a r eas  *and ' fos t e red  a n '  eipanding' * e t ~ o r k , . o f  . , .  ' t r i d e '  " 
r o u t e s  which connected* wi th  s t a t e s  developing i n  t h e  : f o r e s t +  a r e a s  t o ' ,  
th&' :s+uth.s \'Many o f  ' t he  r u l e r s  of t h e  ,savanna empi~ks~4b6camet'Muslima ' 

and -' ihade "pi-lgr&ages' t o  ~ e c c a " .  . The i r  dazz l ingd  r e t , i n u e s  and ,: 
op=n%ind=d g&nkrosi ty i n  t h e i r  passage's a&osd North ~ f ' r i i a  ak=?ed :t& 
enhance t h e  t a l e s  of fabulous v e a l t h  o f  t h e  Sudanic 'kingdoms which 
spread through t h e  Mu.slim world and became t h e  subjec t .  of rumor, and 

* .  - , m- 
) :. 

s ~ e c u l a t i o n ' i n  medieval ~ u r o ~ e  a s  wel l .  
' 

i , " - *  . .  p ,  * S %  < -  -  tirob robe an "knowledge: ''of 'trans-Saharan c o m e r c e  p g r a d u l l y '  %ncr&sed ' 

f r o m  the  *'time of the  Crusades e ..% , @ , a d * t h e S " 1 t a i i a n  c i t y - s t a t e s  "ga ined '  nayali '  
suprtYiiacy~- i n ,  t h e  Mediterranean and augihented* t h e i r  t r a d e  'Gith Nocthl , 

b .  

r 7 -, 
Af tiS?..' , , The d i l a l i a n  Arab ' invas ion  ?o f  ~ o r t h l  ~f i-i-ca . during * t h e  .. 
eleb'enth to' t h i r t k n t h *  ' cen t i i r i b .  d i s i y p t e d  tradei: rou te s  1,ihkink ..the .': 

I * . * + -  . , 
Middle -* East  sand + cb'ntiibbted ' t6. ~ u r o p e a n s  ' success i n  d6velo"pi'na - , - .  
conrmercial ' ties with t h e :  'Maghreb. ' L  ~f r i c a n  'goid was inCreasingly 
d i v = r t e d = t o  Europe, ds witnessed :bjr th'e f a c t '  that '  a' numbkr' of Euiopein 

'" , - , L "  ' L 3 ' ?  

stat& ~commenced" &it ing '' gold  , coins  i n  t h e ,  t h i r t e e n t h  "cenkury ; : 
i n ~ l d d ' i d ~  :Florence (1252) ,',' France (1254) ," Edgland (1"257), , , " and :~ak le i  

. . (127 8) 1' - : > ~ h 6  ep lc  n d r t a t  i v e  'of ~ o r t - i ~ & e s e ' ,  'explotat ion  and ;cdniu&st d ' -  

. t ak 'es '  o n ,  a new dimension -when ' i t  i s  apprec ia ted  t h a t  t h e  'goal ,  of 
* 

pr ince  Henry "and ' -h is  a s soc ia t e sa  a t  : t h e  o u t s e t  , was- not  fab led  India,' .  + 

but - t h e  more' p r a c t i c a l  a n d  r e a l i z a b l e '  ambit ion.  of bypass ing '  Ndrth , ,  - -  - ,  
, I t <  . % , a  

, . 
Africa,  in te rmediar ies  by pioneering a , s e a  rou te  .to W e s t ' ,  A f r i ca ,  + t o  
o b t a i n  "gola,"malaguetta pepper, ' ivory  , '  cap t ives  , dyewoods ,' and :other  ,,.. 

) . L .  . -.  , . A  * + . I a * cooimddities :, : , - '  . 1 - * , * -' . .  + . % * ' ,  . , . ) I  ! : - * 1 * , ' I  _ I '  

, t  - 
. , _I * .  . I (  
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4. : ~ d s t  'Af l i c a  'bnd''1hdian ocean* co&&ce''f rbb' p i e - ~ h r i s t i a n .  timeg' &! ,' , 
. I ,  t h e  ~ o r t w u e s e    here a r e  many advantages i n  t r e a t  &rig t h e  Indian -Ocean, - 

aa a "s ingle  u n i t  i n  .a world  i is tory c o u r s e  .' ,,' Commercial t i e s  between, '+'- 

the,'Horn :of*'Africal;- southern Arabia,  t h e  'Per i san  Gulf ,' -and ' ~ n d i a  have 
very  ancient  - " o r i g i n s ,  ' a n d  trade with" the '  Eaet :Coast- " o f . ~ f r i c a  wa's :a 
n a t u r a l  outgrowth and expansion o f  t hese :  l o p g s x i s t i n g  t r a d e  'pattern;. 
The p a u c i t y  of archaeological  exp l o r a t  i o n  and surv iv ing  documentation . , 

, I 1) precludes much specula t ion  o d t h e  per iod  p r i o r  to: 'the -Chr i s t i an  era."  . 
( *, 1 However, t h e  extension of commerce from t h e  Horn o f '  ~ f r i c i  a!ong t h e  

E a s t  : ~ f  r i c a n c o a d t  apparent 1; was given: considerable impetus . by' tee . , 

dev<lopment ok +,Graeco-Roman commerce down t h e  Bed Sea and ' across  t h e  .': 
~ n d i a < ' ~ c e a n  . I ~ t 'o 1 d i a  ;in the  f i r s t  c e h t u r i e s  B.c., and A .D. 'Tbe ' . s ta te  

1 

' of Axum, forerunner  o f '  , thek'  empire d f ' .  ~ t h i o d i a ,  : rose  to: importance 
during t h i s  period,  and gained: c o n t r o l  'of much .of' t h e  , t ,rade "previously, 

. , * s %  

c a r r i e d  'on 'by "the s t a t e  o f  Ku$h. :* * * " :  b , , a  
I .  

- ,  . * , , 8 > ' ' 3 +  . .  , 

somet h e -  during'  t h e ,  e a r l y  c e n t u r i e s  ,A.D., ~ a d o n e s i a n  mariners  , 
,> % t 

ventured  across^ the ' , " Ind ian  Ocean .and s e t t l e d  "along t h e  coast  :of  ..East 
I, l_ .. ~ f r i c a  and' ' on *- t h e  af.c'islax+ .'of Iladagascar. , . They ax&' c red i t ed  ... w i t h  

i I i n t roduc ing"  a; number "of  , food , crbps  . indigenous tb i  ?Southeast ~ s i a ,  , ,, . /  1 ,I 

i n c l r i d i n i b a n a n a , ~  - - .  t ,  - ~ -  :. A " . .  , 'ap:lantkins,  Asian yarns ~ ~ d ~ ' c o c o n u t s . ,   he" ,dif  fg i ion . )  
. , a  , ' \ u 

: ' ". , t *  *.  . , 
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of these  c u l t i g e n s  had enormous inf  luenck on t h e  + history of 
sub-Saharan Af r i ca ,  and t h e  p r i n c i p a l  b e n e f i c i a r i e s  were expandingwv 

a groups of people speaking Bantu languages. - - - 
' The migrat ions of Bantu-speaking groups eastwards and southwards 

from t h e  a rea  of Cameroon' and -Central  Afr ican  Republic d a t e  t o  perhaps 
. a s  e a r l y  a s  1,000 B.C. Thei r  a c q u i s i t i o n  of Asian c u l t i g e n s  i n  t h e  

e a r l y  c e n t u r i e s  of t h e  C h r i s t i a n  e r a  is c r e d i t e d  , with  enabling them 
rap id ly  t o  populate  l a rge  a r e a s  previously spa r se ly  inhabi ted .  by . 
Khoisan speaking San ("Bushen") .hunters  and , .  ga the re r s  i n  Eas t ,  
Cent ra l ,  and southern Af r i c a  and Khoi ('!Hottentot1') p a s t o r a l i s t s  i n  
Southern Afr ica , . (Hsp #1). San speaking groups,were absorbed by Bantu 
speakers ,  r e l ega ted  t o  lands unsu i t ab le  f o r  c u l t i v a t i o n .  ' o r  pushed 
ahead of t h e .  Bantu speaking groups tha't advanced southwards. Bantu 
speakers '  knowledge of i r o n  working enabled them t o  c l e a r  and 
c u l t i v a t e  savanna and f o r e s t  a l i k e ,  enabling' them t o  encroach:,into t h e  
Cen t ra l  Afr ican  r a i n  f o r e s t s  p r e v i i s l y  inhabi ted  only by pygmies. 
Today, Af r i ca  south  of t h e  equator  is  p r i n c i p a l l y  inhabi ted  by people 
speaking some two 'hundred Bantu languages which belong t o  . t h e m  

i Niger-Congo language family (Map 12) . 
L i t t l e  i's ye t ,  known . concerning t h e  ' r a r l y  per iod  of Bantu : 

se t t lement  along , the  East Af r i can  coas t ,  but commercial r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  
Arabs, Indonesians, and o t h e r  Indian  ' Ocean s e a f a r e r s  evident  l y  
expanded. When permanent Swahi l i  communities d e v e l o p e d * i s i a  ma t t e r  of 
s cho la r ly  debate,  but a rchaeologica l  and documentary evidence a t t e s t  
t h a t  from t h e  t e n t h  century onwards the re  were.,a growing number. of . 
permanent s e t  t lement s inhabi ted  by a mired populat ion of ~f r i c a n s  ; 
Arabs, and Af r o d r a b s  . engaged i n  commerce. who spoke a -  d i s t i n c t i v e  
Bantu language, "Swahili" (vhich means "coastal")  t h a t  served a s  t h e  
l ingua f ranca  ' f o r ' t r a d e  along t h e  coas t  of East  Af r i ca  from ~ o m a l i a  t o  
l$ozambique. 

I 
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By t h e  f i f t e e n t h '  century t h e r e  were seve ra l  dozen Swahil i  t r ad ing  
communities along t h e  coas t  and on of fshore  i s lands '  such a s  Kilwa, 
Zanzibar,  and Pemba, t h e  l a r g e s t  being Hombasa wi th  an est imated . 
populat ion of 10,000 inhab i t an t s  a t  t h e  c lose  of t h e  century.  Traders  
l i v i n g  i n  these  communities obtained ivory,  capt ives ,  and o t h e r  
commodities from neighboring Afr ican  s o c i e t i e s ,  but t h e  most va luable  
commerce 'was t h e  gold obta ined  from t h e  ~onomotapa s t a t e  . tha t  
con t ro l l ed  a huge t e r r i t o r y  between the  Zambezi and Limpopo r i v e r s  and 
neighboring lands t o  t h e  n o r t h  and south. +Zimbabwe, t h e p c a p i t a l  of 
t h e  empire (whence der ives  t h e  name of t h e  modern s t a t e )  was t h e  
magnet f o r  Swahili  and Arab t r a d e r s  who ventured up t h e  Zambezi, Buzi,* 
and '  Sabi r i v e r s  t o  b a r t e r  f o r  gold. ivory ,  copper, and cap t ives .  . 
Among t h e  commodities brought t o  East  Afr ica  t o  purchase i t s  expor ts  
were metalwork and rugs from Arabia and the  Pe r s i an  Gulf,  co t tons  and 
beads from India ,  and s i l k s ,  brocades, and porce la in  ware from China, 
shards  of which have been found'  i n  such '  q u a n t i t i e s  a s  t o  cause one 
archaeologis t  t o  a s s e r t  a t h a t  East  A f r i c a ' s  pas t  i "wri t ten" i n  
~ h i n e s e  porce la in ,  i .e .  t h a t  i t  w i l l  ,help scho la r s  i n  da t ing  
excavat ions. * r. 

5. ~f r i can  ' landlords ' and ~uroDean ' s t r ange r s  The s t o r y s  of 
Portuguese overbeas ventures  , i s  genera l ly  recounted from a 
Euro-centric viewpoint,  ignoring ' s ign i f i can t  a spec t s  of Afr ican  *(and 
Asian) responses. But i t  was ' Africans.  not Europeans. who f o r  
cen tu r i e s  cont ro l led  c o m e r c i a l  and s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s .  



. A t l a n t i c  reconnaissance , and se t t l emen t>  commenced more than 
th;ee-aria'tters df a  e n t u r y  pr ior , '  to '  t h e  t ime of Henry '"the Navigator," 
of ; '  p;=tugal .  'Many : of., t h e  *pioneers  # '  of At l an t  i c 3  - exp lo ra t ion  - and . 

1 ,  r fl 

s e t t  leme,nt were I t a l i a n  mariners', en t repreneurs ,  .'and ̂ experts  i n  ' sugar  
'aha the- development of : sugar4 p l a n t a t  ions .on ~ a d e i r a ,  t h e  . 

canary:' 1s lbndi  , ' the 'Cape Verde: I s l ands ,  Sao ' ~ o m e  (and .ev.entual ly' i n .  
B r a z i l  'and : t h e  'West '1-dies) r e p r e i e n t s q  ah  ' 6xteneion of t h e  spread of 
suga r ' p roduc t ion  ac ross  : t h e  " Mediterranean Sea from 'the t ime of t h e  

* . I ,  l b I * , b *  L . .  " " , 
crusades  .. ': . a . , ' I m  

s: ' h i d   is ti ma jbi o b j e c t i v e  of the' ~ o r t r i ~ u e s k  ie=onnaigsance d o n g  , '  

t h e  j 'cois t  -: of ,:Weat *fr i 'ca .  * L A '  t r ad ing  p o s t  'rounded i n  the' : :  1 4 4 0 ~ ~  o n ,  
~ ~ g u i n * ~ b i a n * d  o f f  ~ a ~ e ~ B l a n c o  was success fu l  i das iphon ing  o f f  some of 
t h e a , . i o l d  c a r r i e d '  across '  the ' :  ~ a $ a r a ;  ' ano the r  ' es t ab l i shed  a t  Elmina  oh .  
t h e   old ~ o i s t ' '  w a s ,  t h e  means "'of 'ob ta in ing  ad  : e ~ t  i k t e d  half-ton ' o f ,  ' 
gold  ann;'ally .' ~ o r ' t u ~ u e s e  e s t a b l i s h e d  I ) , ,  , i n  these '  and numerous ' o t h e r ,  , ,  

. "f i c t ~ t i e i ~  '.founded hlo,ng ' the coast  :of' ,west and West 'Cent ra l  Af r i c i  
bart&&i ':for gold,' I i i C  cap t ives ,  ' milaguet ta  pepper;  ivory^, dyewoods, and , 

orhe= '  products.  commercial and d ip lomat ic  " r e l a t i o n s '  -wi th  t h e  ' l a rge  
a n d ' h i g h l y  :"organized s t a t e s  ' o f n ' * ~ e n i n  a n d  ~ o n ~ o '  i n i t i a l l y  p r o w t e d :  

, 

g r e a t  expecta t  ions f o r ,  t r a d e  and f o r '  c u l t u r a l  'imperialism, but ' t hese  ' 
vedtures  were r e l e g a t e d  ' t o  secondarya impbrtance ' a s  .the1 e x p l o i t a t  ionz,,of 

f -  

the ' ,  ~ n d i ' k n -  Ocean , w o r l d  , I _ came ,._ b ' t o  I i*do"mib&e I I S  . .  ' ~ o r t u g a l ' . ~  n a v a l  'and , 
1 I > i  l . .  L - ~ coxiimercial'strategies. * '., ' J  . , > a  + 

: t ~ o r t u g i i e $ e  : f l e e t s  ' quickly '  achieved t .'dominance - .  , of '  t h e  sea  lan=o o f  
t h e  Indian  -<0c'ean, add subdued ~ v a h i l i  co-nit i e s  vu lne rab le  t o  naval  ". 
g u n f i r e .  * ~ u f  'Portuguese e f f o r t s  t o '  c o n t r o l  Swahil i  coa ' s ta l  coymerce'.' 
and : t r a d e  : t h e  >Z&bezi River' had only  l imi t ed  'success', a n d  a n  
att"&npt + t o  'conquer ' t he  Monomotapa Empire was a  d i s a s t r o u s " f  a i l u i e  . ' ; ' "':; 

- Neither* ' t h e  Portuguesex o r  ' the  ' ~ u r o p e a n s  who followed them- ' w e e  : ,' 
a b l &  ti -achieve ' a  d ~ d i n a n t ~ ~ o s i t i o n " i ~  t h e i =  r e l a t i o n s  wi th  Afficdiis. - 
Except i n  South ,Af r i ca  where European-introduced dis-eases de=imated 
Khoi and :Sari populat ions ;- ~f r i c a n s  cbds t r a i n e d  'Eu=opeans t o  adherti t o  
t r a d i t i o n a l  ' landlord-stranger ' r e l s t i o n i h i p * ' :  ' Europesnb had to comply 
v i t h  &'African .demands a s  t o  where they '  might t rad=, ,  what ' - r en tk  .'they 
muat: 'pay,'r e t c ;  ,'"'and whi le  l i v i n g  ashore  . they  were' *ulije'it. t o  , ~ f i i c ' a n  : 
' l andlords  ' - and ' t h e i r  jud ic ' ia l  processes.  , Stich remained t h e  ca$e 
unt i.1 , '  t h e  nineteenth'  ' century .wheni ' ~ u r o ~ e a n s  acqbired'": overvhe'lming ,: 
m i l i t a r y  .power and could'  de fea t  ~ f r i c a n s  and ' s e i z e  t h e i r '  t e r r i t o r y .  , 

' + a ' *Portuguese' -were t h e  .pr inc ipa l  . European ' agents  3introducing hew , . 
c u l t i g e n s  to-,  Africa . .They dissem'inateiVsuch Americ,an a s  b i t e ,  : 
manioc (cdpsava) , peanuts,,, lpineappleb,' and "tobacco, and'  speeded up t h e  ' 

d i f f u s i o n  ! ' o f t  Asian 'cultxgens 1 i n  West* 'Af r i ca  :by 'stocking t h e i r  ' 
) 3 1  

s e t t  lements with mangos, : coconuts,  ; A s i a n  r i c e  :and , - . *  o t h e r -  %vaiuable # , :  
p lan t3  t h a t  +quickly  :spread among neighboring Africans. . The ;foregoing ' 

becaine ' s t a p l e  crops fois'many A f r i c a n  ' s o c i e t  i e r ,  ahd"are c r e d i t e d  :with . 
= ' ,* 

con t r ibu t ing  " s i g n i f i c a n t  l y  t o  populat ion growth. * , - . $ .  i : .  

' . . :Portugal 's- dominance o f .  t he  s e a  ' lanes<.of  ' t h e    clan tic a'nd 1ndiad ~' 
* > 

oceans waned' 'at t h e  , c lose+~ 'o f  t h e  xs i&e in th  ,&ntury when mis l i t a ry  and 
p o l i t i c a l  ' d i s a s t e r s  a t  'home ' con t r ibu ted  t o  ' dec l ine  ' and* ':weaknessa '* 
overseas.  By t h e  middle of t he  seventeenth century, Dutcii,"~=ench, ' ' 

and B r i t i s h  r i v a l s  had supplanted Portuguese and t h e i r  , Luso-African , ,  - 
descendant$ i n  most: : p a r t s  of ' w e s t  ,*and- West - c e n t r a l  #;Afiica,; ,had " ' *  

negot ia ted  new:contracts w i th  ~ f r i c a x i  ' l a n d l o r d s , '  and w & .  c n c r i a s i n i l y ,  
- concentr'at-iing: on*"the5' t r a n s - ~ t l a n t  i= s l a v e -  t;ad=. ''1; E&t  ~ f , & & )  +it  ' ?  .+ " , - .  t . *  

. A ,  " i * ' ' ' L. 
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b. 
8 was t h e  r i s i n g  Arab s t i t i i " ' b f  ' A d  t h a t  from the*  c l o s e  qf t h e  

seventeenth century drove ~ o r t u g u e s e  from t h e  ' coas t s  of  . Somalia ,' 
Kenya, and Tanzania, r e s t r i c t i n g  Portuguese and Luso-Af r i c a n  commerce 
t o  t h e  a rea  of Mozambique. 

r 

Only during t h e  second-  ha l f  of t h e  n ine teenth  century d id  
Europeans come * t o  pos sees  t h e  combinat ion  of 'great  ly super io r  weaponry 
and ' a measure of  prophylaxis  a g a i n s t  t r o p i c a l  dibeases t h a t  enabled 
them * t o  conquer and occupy Afr ican  t e r r i t o r y  and subordinate  ~f r i c a n s  
t o  t h e i r  designs.  ' P r i o r  t o  t h a t  time many African s t a t e s  obta ined  
European ' f i rearms i n  commerce and advanced t h e i r '  own " i m p e r i a l i s t i c "  
designs v is -a-v is  o the r  s o c i e t i e s ,  inves t ing  t h e i r  lands and ens laving  
o r  otherwise exp lo i t ing  ' t he i r  people. d, 

" d I I X 

6 .' The "South ' A t  l a h t i c  ~ v s t e h "  from t h e  Six teenth  -= $he n ine tekn th  
c e n t u r i e s  Too much and too  l i t t l e  has been w r i t t e n  about t h e  s l a v e  

a , ,  . -  
t ra i ie  .+ ' Research during" t h e  p a s t a *  two " decades has ' d ra s t ' i ca l ly  lowered ' 
previous u"gues'stimatea" of t h e  number ,of cap t ive  ~f r i c a n s b  t r anspor t ed  . 
t o  the '~mkr icas ;G working e s t ima tes  a r e  now ' in  t h e  rang'= o k  n ihe  to"  t e n '  
mil. l ion f o r  t he ,  ' en t i r e  period 'from " the  >s ix t een th8  t o  t h e  n ine teen th  
cen tu r i e s .  ~ n c r e a s e d  . a t t en t ion  ' i s  b e i n g  'focusedq on such ' topics a s  
coinparat i v e  dea th  r a t e s  :'among: Afr icans  and Europeans c a r r i e d  t o  t h e  
~ m e r i c a s ,  cont r ibut ions  made by "Africans din t h e  ~ e w ' ~  m~orld,' and t h e  

jl 

t ransmission :and r e t e n t  ion  0f.h Af ric 'an ' cu l tu re .  :There i s  s i g n i f i c a n t '  
new research  on t h e  i n t e r n a l  s l a v e  t r a d e  i n  Af r i ca  :an i t ion  the:' 
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of s lavery  i n  A f r i c a + i t s e l f .  

, .: .Treatment . ' * f  .' t h i  ' s l a v e  , ~ t r b d e  i no+ - i n c l u d e s  discussibri  : d t  $ ' t h e 8  
following ' a t t r i b u t e s  and c a p a b i l i t i e s  of 'hf r icana:  ( a )  :Africhans had a 
much" $'lower death . r a t e -  'from 'endemic diaease's' than ' Europeans, m i l a r i a '  
e spec ia l ly - in  a l l ,  a f a c t o r  of a threen o r  f o u r '  to:  o n e  advantage; (b) 
Unlike . &European l abore r s  ,' Xf r i c a n s  $were s k i l l e d  ' J '  i n  - t rop ica ' l .  
agr icu l ture ; - ' , : ( , c )  'Afr ican '  l a b o r e r s '  were ,a cheaper ' investment: over t h e  
iong ' run than  indentured : servant  8 , .  convicts  o r  ' "of w a r ,  ' 
because ' t h e i r *  s e r v i l e ~ s t a t u s  was made' permanent and pas'sed- t o L t h e i r  
ch i ldren ,  and  because' they were r ead i ly  ;o8btainable i n  exchange- f o r '  
European- maiiuf a c t u r e s  i n  a seemingly - inexhaust ible  supply'-the l a t  t'er'b 
( f a l s e )  opidion ;being : a n  i n d i r e c t  t r i bu t ' e  t o  t ,he c a p a b i l i t i e s  : of 
Afr ican1 middlemen and t h e  ru th l e s sness  of those , who' ens laved  t h e i r  
fe l lows bygwhatever m e a n s . I n  sum, the  'use ?of '  cap t ive  ~ f r i , c a n ; w o r k e r s  
o f f e red  d i s t i n c t '  a d v a n t a g e s . o v e r Z . t h e  employment o f ~ ' w h i t e ~ ~ . " ~  'It 5s' 
perhaps i r o n i c ' .  t h a t  from a demographic vievpoint  the' d r a i n  o f  ' human 
beings &' : to  t h e :  :New World was i n  ' p a r t  * ,mi t iga t ed  by ' t h e  growth of 
populat ion i n  ~f r i c a  - fo l lowing d7the ' d i i f u s i o n  of Aiierican , , and  ~ s i a n  

" "  ' * 1 1  
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Who was 8 s  enslaved: i n  Afr ica  :and s o l d  in to '  t h e  trans-At l 8 p t  i c  (and: 
trans-Saharan and trans-Indian Ocean) . s lave  t r a h e ?  ' J u s t  whom, one ',might':e 
expect,  and i n  ways s i m i l a r  t o  those  which compelled 'many: Europeans t o  
11 emigrate" t o  t h e  'Americas: . f i r s t l y ,  people from. o t h e r  s o c i e t i e s 3 ,  
whether captured i n  war : o r  . r a ids , '  by kianapping , - - o r  ' a c q u ' i r e d  ' by 
purchase; and secondly ,  c r iminals  r from one ' s  own': soc2ety and such' 
unfor tunates  a s  ''witches" and , ,other* s o c i a l  ̂ deviants .  : I n t e n s i f i e d . '  
demands :: f o r  labor  i n  t h e  lAmericas ,from t h e  ' beginning : of ' t h e  
seventeenth century - were; ' ref l ec fed  ' ' i d  higher p r i c e s  i n  Af r i ca  .'and". 
c rea ted  circumstanceq t h a t  many 9 soc ie t i ee ' Iound+  impossible t o d 4 r e e i s t ' -  
o r  cont r ~ l , . . ~  Some groups , 'organized : f o r  w n r f d r e  on a rnore-or-less'.' 

, 1 'I ' ,  ' # " . " I  
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&&i&iab ,bdiris; ,  ,mme  e l i t e s ' ,  r i i d & d  - j , ' ,  . t h e i r  own suGjects f o r .  s o l e , . &  
s l a v e i s  ; and many"'societ'iek came to .. exact enelavepent f o r  cride's a n d  
o f f  edecs h i t h i t o  punished by f ines  ~ r '  o t h e r *  forms 'd r t t r i b u t i o d .  , v  . . :: t :  

, Slaving i n  Af r i ca  d i d  not  always cease  +.or' dimjnish concomitantly 
w i t h ;  t h e  buppteseionl of the ,  A t  f a i t  i c ,  . ~ a h a r a n ,  . and Indian  Ocean s!aye 
t r a d e s ,  d u i i a g  t h e ,  ' ,nineteenth. . century.  . Many , c a p t i v e  hf r i c a n s  v e r e  
cknf ined t o  d i v e  v$ilag"cs. where t h e i r  . , l abor  was u s e d ,  to grow, food, orb 
peanuts ,  coffee, and o t h e r  expor t  cropis, o r  c o l l e c t  palm ~ i l ,  tubber, ,> 
and.' o t h e r  sylvan,  products  . 8ough< by ~ u r o ~ e a n s  , --  in .what .>was] termed. 
" ~ e ~ i t i m a t e , "  .. ,. I i .e.  nod-slave ' ~ o ~ r c e . .  . : , . v ,  A ., a 

' b b  

The system of s l a v e r g w h i c h  d e v e l o p e d  i n  - t h e - , u a i t , e d ,  S t a t e * .  rs 
b e t t e r  understood vhen compared w i t h  t h e  experience of ~ f r i c a n s  i n  
o t h e r  a r e a s  , i n  t h e  ~Americas.. , ,  I n  B r a z i l ,  Cuba, t h e  West j81ndies ,  and . -. 

e l ~ ~ h e r e ,  d i v e r s e  . demographic, . cu l tura l , ,  , , and ": i n s t i t u t i o n a l  . 
cirCuhstances '' combined.. to create c o h d i t i o n s  o f  s l a v e r y  j.conside+riably 
d i f f e r e n t  , from % those which $evelogad i n  ',the un i t ed  s t a t e s .  . S l a v e s  i n  
t h e s e .  a r e a s  * i-. o f t e n  , ; r e t a ined  many, components'. of t h e i r  %Afr ican  c u l t u r e s ,  
i n c l u d i n g , s o c i a l , "  . . m u  and. _ r e l i g i o u s '  p r a c t i c e s ,  ' , ,c lemcnts  - of +fricana; 
languages p and : ~ ~ e e c h ' . ) ~ a t  t e r n s ,  + n d  "a' . . r i c h  ,, . -and c r e a t  iy*e h e r i  tag= : of: 
~rus ic , , . ,  dance '  ,.and - -  o r a l  , l i t e r a t u r e .  : - The l . .special  f e a t u r e s  ; pf A t h e  
~ m e r i c a n  experience,  . i n  kind o r  degree,' are  mcke c l e a r l y  de l inea ted  
when they a r e  -.exan$ned a g a i n s t ,  t h i s  broad spectrum .of e c c u l t u r a t i o n  in4 . . -  

t h e  New & .  World. 
%. : .  . - 

developed. coun t r i e s  Af r i can  vsociet i e s *  were  unab le  to ,contend wi th  t h e  
overwhelming m i l i t a r y ,  . force possessed. by -.Europeans. in t he  , l a6 tv ,qua r t e r  
of:  t h =  n ihe teenth  c e n t u j  md. r a p i d l y r  succumbed~ t o  invasion,-*,Ethiopia 
being a s i g n i f i c a n t -  exception. +It .is, ,no less important t o -  a p p r e c i a t e ,  
t h a t  Afr icans  were successf ,ul  t o  v a r y i n g  ,degrees ; i n  .other  f o r m s  of 
r e s i s t a n c e  . than A v  opposing, a *,!Europeans+ i n  .. , : foredoomed -, m i l i t a r y ,  
engagements. states located.  some - d i s t a n c e  ,:from, the coas t -  o f  ten' .  had* 
t h e  oppor tuni ty  . t o  f r ameLsuccess fu l  s t r a t e g i e s  t o  bend t o  - i n e v i t a b l e  
conquest ; i n  ..such ways . a s .  t o  keep t h e i r  p o l i t i e s  i n t a c t  .: : . In ,  con t r a s t '  
to' - , t h a t  y e r e *  , sha t te red  f i g h t i n g  l a s t  d i t c h  , b a t t l e s ,  these '  
S t a t e6  .could ., negot ia te ,  *many bene f i t s :  during the  co lon ia l -  per iod , ,  
e s p e c i a l l y  s*ince ,European, . adminis t ra tors  were ; very t h i n  o n  t h e  ground. 
and genera 1 lye .found jt t o  t h e i r .  advantage t o  r u l e ,  through e x i s t i n g ,  
p o l i t i c a l  s t r u c t u r e s  and.,in many *:cases t o  . s t rengthen  them. , : . 

1 : % . .: 
Colonial  ,boundaries,  as: +is  ,well  ~known, werees-se t t led  - i n  ~ u r o d e .  t o  

s u i t  ~ ~ u r d p c ~ ~ ~ u r ~ o s e s ,  w , i t h - +  l i t t l e - : o r  no . conce rnv  f o r  t he t aAf r i cans  
involved (Map # 4 ) .  Some e t h n i c  groups were p a r t i t i o n e d  by a boundary: 
l i n e s ,  :, some . separa ted  - i n t o  t h r e e  d i f f e r e n t  co lon ie s ,  Somali - were 
fragmented aacross f ive*   boundaries , and :Mande. and Fula speaking . groups: 
w e r e  , , d i s t r ibu ted  .., . ac ross  :many%:dif f e r e n t  co lonies  .,, Most e t h n i c  groups 
ended, up i n  . . t h e  same colony, but along :wi th  a .random sanipling %,of ' 

former f r i e n d s ,  : enemies , A  and unknouPa. : I n : r e t r o s p e c t ,  *one of t h e  m o ~ t  
s i g n i f  i~an t :~ :consequences ,  o f  t he5  p a r t i t i o n :  of . :Africa [ in t h e  l a s t  
q u a r t e q  of *: t he ,  ;nineteent  he, :century, *is  , tha ts ' :  i t  : reduced hundreds %.of  
autonomous - ,  or: 6emi~autonomous :. s t a t e s ,  e thn ic  groups, - . v i l ~ l a g e s ,  
p a s t o r a l  groups, .etc.-, to8. some f o r t y  t e r r i t o r i e s  administered by th ree  
European: languages. : In . r e t r o s p e c t ,  , A  e v e n  this : :  number of s t a t e s  , seems, 
too  many,, but  t h e  , ' d r a s t i c  . reduct ion  ,of , p o l i t i c a l  ,uni tsa:conferred +many>: 
longn" range bene f i t s  i n  f o s t e r i n g  p o l i t i c a l ,  economic, and s o c i a l  
development. 
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Colonial  r u l e ,  economic development, s o c i a l  changes, t h e  r i s e  of 
na t  iohal ism, and t h e  surge  of independence movements following World 
War I1 a r e  themes t h a t  may be t reated on a broad comparative bas i s  
w i t  ll developn~ente i n  Nurt11 A f  r i c ~  n ~ l d  As ia .  Many pol i t i c a l ,  economic, 
and s o c i a l  p a t t e r n s  imposed during the  time of c o l o n i a l  rule continue 
t o  t h e  present  and w i l l  p e r s i s t  f o r  t h e  fo r seeab le  f u t u r e ;  they a r e  
t h e  sub jec t  of a l a r g e  and content ious  l i t e r a t u r e  concerning 
"neo-colonialism1! - - tha t  , i s  + t r e a t e d  . in- - the  -esaay folloving'.. , c  ..' 

The moat s a l i e n t - ' f  e a t u r e  of poet-independence Af r i ca  i s  t h e  c l o s e  
economic t i es  t h a t  most ex-.colonies main ta in  w i t h ' t h e i r  former milers, 
both on a one-to-one b a s i s  and through t h e  European Economic community 
(EEC) . Tliese continuing economic. (and p o l i t i c a l ,  e o c i a l ,  'and 
c u l t u r a l )  : l i n k s  v i t h  European c o u n t r i e s ,  de r ive  p r i n c i p a l l y  ; from 
competi t ion between l e s s  developed coun t r i e s  t o  a e l l  primary products 
t h a t  a r e  genera l ly  i n  oversupply i n  v o r l d  k r k e t s , .  Except , for  a ( f e w  
sca rce  minera 1s , t h e  Af r i ca  cont inent  produces' - no minerals  ! o r  
vege tab le  products unobtainable elsewhere i n  t h e  world, gene ra l ly  i n  
u n r e s t r i c t e d  q u a n t i t i e s  sand a t  competi t ive p r i c e s ,  a circumstance' t h a t  
goes a long ,way towards expla in ing  t h e  a d i s i n c l i n a t i o n  of - bua'idess' 
i n t e r e s t s  to1 inves t  i n  Afr ican  coun t r i e s  v h e r e  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  ' s i t u a t i o n  
i s  uns table ,  o r  feared  t o  become so. Crops s u c h s a s , c o f f e e ,  cocoa, !and 
o i l  seeds,  j and minerals  such a s  i ron:  ore, ,  bauxite ,  and ' copier  compete 
wi th  expor ts  from. Latin! dmerica: and A s i a ,  which'  competi t idn is 
exacerbated.  by  oversupply^ and l o v '  p r i c e s )  in' world :markets s i n c e  : t he  
1960s. Low ,demand ' f o r  priinary *"products  ,.' dec l in ing  ':terms, :of t r a d e  
vis-a-vis manufactured goods, - and t h e  f i f  teen-f o ld-  increase ;  i n  ' o i l  
p r i c e s  s ince*  1973 b l i g h t e d .  programs f o r  economic development 'and : a l l  
but bankrupted many Afr ican  s t a t e s .  8 " -  

Afr ican ,  ! Asian, - ,and -'Lati'n F e r i c a n  s t a t e s  l a r g e l y . *  dependent ' on 
primary products have  ' so f a s  been , unabl'e t o  : achieve ef f ect ' ive 
marketing arrangementsa. t o  s t a b i l i z e  and improve p r i c e s  f o r  minerals  
and vegetable  products '  .such a s  OPEC, commands f o r  o i l  production. 
Consequently , : A f r i c a n  ' c o u n t r i e s  have maintained t h e i r  econo'mic 
a f f i l i a t i o n s  i v i t h  forme; co lon ia l  powers both o n , ,  ?n : i nd iv idua l  b a s i s  
and through a f f i l i a t i o n  v i t h  t h e ,  EEC a s  ' a s s o c i a t e  members. I n  r e t u r n  
f o r  allowing European manufacturers  p r iv i l eged  ' access  t o  t h e i r  
coun t r i e s ,  'Africans a r e  guaranteed markets f o r  t h e i r  primary products ,  
r e c i p r o c i t i e s  t h a t  have 6een widely. denounced a s  a " n e o r o l o n i a l i s t  " 
s t ra tegem tb 'keep Afr ican  'coulitries producing primary products i n s t ead  
of becoming i n d u s t r i a l    overs-' 'capable of competing' wi th  European 
coun t r i e s  and o ther  na t ions  ' i n  the'  vor ld .  However defined ' o r  
j u s t i f i e d ,  ' the EEC r e l a t i o n s h i p  i s  subjec t  t o  r enego t i a t ion  every 1 f i v e  
yea r s ,  and ~ ' f r i c a n  coun t r i e s  a c t i n g  i n  concert  with members of t h e  
EEC's former ,Caribbean and P a c i f i c  co lonies  (termed t h e  ACP coun t r i e s )  
have e f f e c t i v e l y  exerc ised  t h e i r  c o l l e c t i v e  bargaining pover t o  
i ~ p r o v e  market ing , - arrangements , nego t i a t e  loaiis and development 
p r o j e c t s ,  and ensure - t h a t  t h e  poorest -.coinitries r ece ive  ' a id  funds when 
they a r e  overwhelmed by d i s a s t e r s .  

While some African s t a t e s  (e.g. Nigeria)  and some regions (e.g. 
Southern 'Afr ica)  deserve s p e c i a l  study i n  terms of t h e i r  i n t r i n s i c  
importance and s p e c i a l  American i n t e r e s t s ,  a world h i s t o r y  approach 
t h a t  focuses on t h e  a t t r i b u t e s  t h a t  Afr ican  S t a t e s  share with l e s s  

" .- * . 

developed count r ies  i n  o the r  p a r t s  of the  vor ld  con t r ibu te s  t o  
understanding the  l a r g e r  t rends  and processes t h a t  a r e  shaping t h e  
contemporary and f u t u r e  world. 



* ' 
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"Current events,  " i .e. ware, army coups, ' famines, 'refugee 
pr{blems, and o the r  d i s a s t e r s  t h a t  a r e  sporadical ly reported i n  
American media, provide l i t t l e  understanding + of vhat i s  going on i n  

. A f r i c a  o r  any other  p a r t  of the  world. ' I t  is not what makes headlines 
t h a t  is  most s i g n i f i c a n t  in learning; r a t h e r  i t  i s  the  processes of 
change, less dramatic but no <less i n t r i n s i c a l l y  interest ing' .  What i s  
important is  hov % Africans (and . people i n  o ther  less developed 
coun t r i e s )  modify and . adapt a t r a d i t i o n a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  s o c i a l  . 
prac t i ces ,  and c u l t u r a l  noms and those implanted by colonia l  powers; 
how ' Africans deal  with. pethnic and r e l i g i o u s  par t icular isms and t h e  
d i v i s i v e  nationalisms derived from the  colonia l  p a r t i t i o n ;  : how - 
Africans increase productivi ty and cope with t h e  challenges of high 
b i r t h  , r a t e s ,  r a p i d .  , population increase,  and lagging food- 
production--for some' countries already i s sues  of c r i t i c a l  importance ; 
and how 'African s t a t e s  . and pan-African i n s t i t u t i o n s  expedite 
i n t e r - s t a t e  . and , inter-regional  commerce, movement . of labor, and 
sharing of water, ' e l e c t r i c i t y  and other  resources. . - * i I q ~ I  

The foregoing preoccupy leaders of l e e s  developed countr ies  ' 
world-wide, and what one learns  about developments i n  Africa informs* 
about o ther  pa r t s  of 'the world, and vice-versa.  .- Jus t  a s  leaders of 
l e s s  developed countr ies  have i n  recent  decades found it  i n  t h e i r  
i n t e r e s t s  t o  a c t  i n  concert , i n . t h e  United Nations and t o  convene ' 

meetings with representa t ives  of developed countr ies  t o  address i s sues  
of g lobal  s igni f icance  . in  what has come t o  be termed the  "North-South 
dialogue," so too can Americans l ea rn  t o  study, Africans and o the r  
peoples from a world perspect ive .  America's fu tu re ,  no l e s s  than t h a t  
of o ther  nat ions,  depends on increased world t r ade ,  ongoing s c i e n t i f i c  
advances applted t o  i n d u s t r i a l  and a g r i c u l t u r a l  productivi ty,  the  
eradicat ion of hunger, poverty, and disease ,  and the  resolut ion of 
in te rna t iona l  conf l i c t s - - a l l  of which a r e  i ssues  t h a t  must be 
addressed i n  a global  context.  

B IBLIOGRAPHICAL NOTES 

Perhaps the  best  general  introduction .to Africa i s  Paul Bohannan 
and P h i l i p  D. Curt in,  Africa and .Africans (American Museum Science 
paperback, 1971). Three widely used col lege  t e x t s  a re  Roland Oliver 
and J. D. Fage, A_ Short , Historv Afr ica  (Penguin paperback, rev. 
ed i t ion ,  197 8) ; P h i l i p  Curt i n ,  Steven Feierman, Leonard Thompson, and 
Jan Vansina, African ~ i a t o r v  ( L i t t l e ,  Brown, and Co. paperback, 197 8) ; 
and P h y l l i s  M. Martin and Pat r ick  O'Meara, eds,, Africa (Indiana 
Universi ty paperback, 1977). 

Ongoing archaeological  research on the  o r i g i n s  and development of 
humankind a r e  reported i n  the  National Geographic Manazine. The 
Journal  ~ African Historv publishes periodic surveys of 
archaeological  research and l ists of radiocarbon dates ;  t h e  JAH and 
the  In te rna t iona l  Journal of African H i s t o r i c a l  Studies a r e  the  
p r inc ipa l  journals f o r  "keeping current" on h i s t o r i c a l  scholarship.  
Basi l  Davidson, . African ~inedoms' (Time-Life books, 1966) i s  
inexpensive and provides well se lec ted  photographs and i l l u s t r a t i o n s  
covering many of t h e  topics  t r ea ted  i n  t h i s  essay. Harold K o  

Schneider , The Africans : An Ethnolonical Account (Prent ice  Hall  
paperback, 1 9 8 1 ) i s  a useful  reference work on many aspects  of African 
l i f e  and l ivel ihoods,  with numerous maps and i l l u s t r a t i o n s .  To gain 
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an apprec ia t ion  ' of the  i n t e r d i s c i p l i n a r y '  , apptdach of Africa?, 

4 .  

specialists, teachers  - of ' World  ist tory ,courdea . v i l l  realize- '  many , . 
advantages from at tending worksho'ps :or -+taking courues a t  u n i v e r s i t i e s  ' ' 

, \ 

, . 
" , a /a , ' , , % .  1 .  ' . with  ~f r i can  Studies. Programs. -:. 

d " R  

Students ; .unfamiliar v i t h  World  ist tor^ ' approaches anii' , dubiohs-:' 
codcerning ''heavy" t o p i c s ,  l i s t e d  on a s y l l a b u s  can, "be "easedi",into a : 
course ,with a prel irdinary aasignaent ' i n c o r b r a t i b g  "8uc h ' .short .  , and 1 

L ' 

.' s t imula t ing ,  readings a s  Ralph   in ton) "OneEundredr per Cent American, 'I " 
, ' "  

The. *:,American Mercurv' -(1937). h427-429; ' R. '8~uclrhinst  er" 'Ful ldr ,  ',,' 
8'Remapping ~Our~Wor~d,''~Todav'~~~Educatidd (~ov.-Dec~; 1974),"""60-44;;~ 
107-110; : Horace ',Mine=, "Body ~ R i t h a l  emoa ' the ~aci*-,  " American . 

+ ,  

A n t h f o ~ d l o a i s t  :(1956), '5032507 ; anii' ~ i l l i a m  hrens,  , 'The' Great h e r i c i , ~  . , 
Footbal l  Rit'kal,;" Natural ~Historv (Oct . 1975), 72-80 ( f o r  a ,copi. -of *+i 
current  :syllabus send a ,self-addressed ,,stamped enveiope). : A 'pseful  
ae-signment fora the%.secon'd class ket ing  i s t o ' a s k  s tudents  t o  y k e  , u p 4 ,  

' shor t  lists .of ' c u r r e n t  t r e n d s  t h a t  * w i l l  continue;"to i n f l u e n c e  ' t h i  ' 
world of the  fu ture .  These ' range from the: promise' of biotechnology, 
computers, - r i s i n g -  ' !  energ j  cos t s ,  :- vomenr s 'k l ibeiat ion, ,  . . t he  

' ",' , 

in te rna t iona l j za t  ion of spor ts  a n d  .music; ' etc. , : s tudents  ' discu,ssion . 
of : *  t h e i r  l i s ts  :one-by-one - going around: the  ' c l i s s  provides ' the  , 

1 "  - opportunity f o r  :each student  t o  :int-rodbce himlherself :t< " t h e  ':iroup,. . 
and*, a l lows : teachers an :~opporttiui'ty , t o  ' i n t e r j e c t *  comments rconcerning - * ,  

the  - + h i s t o r i c a l  : background '-of such : developments: a d  ' to : emphasise thk 
" - 

point:- that  the  course concerns the  present  and f u t u r e  world a s  w e l l  'as  : 

past  .times. Renewed .- discussion of ' p r e s e n t  and f u t u r e  "trends makes a,*,,* 
1 ) .  s u i t a b l e  f  inalp s e s s i o n  ending a course. + ' ' P '  ' 
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+ ,  Tropical  Af kica : The Colonialh ~ e r i t b g e  I ,  
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'1 . I * . % * r / * I  
' I  , ,  

' :: I n  the ' :  at tempt,  t o  'impart some perspec,tivti on codt&tpbigry :A'£ r i c a a d  ' '  
, (  L b  

it dmay be ,i u s e f u l }  *to introduce a n  h i s t o r i c a l  - analogy ' f , r o ~ x ' ~ l o n ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ < .  
a * 

P e r h a p s i t  i s ' a n w a d a l o g y  and perhaps it  i s  not ;  in*  any case it ':Js t h e  
s o r t  o f  grace note t h a t  h i s to r i ans  a r e o c c ~ s i o ' n a l l y  tempted t o  g ive  to., 
t h e i r  e f f o r t s  and which , , r a i s e s  the  hackles of ' s o c i a l  s c i e n t i $ t s  who :: 
accord. A it , a i s p e c i a l  'kind of d isapproval  . :reserved ' for",  t h e  - ' worst . , , f  

"f l ights"  of ' h i s t o r i c a l  fantasy. -One might begin  with*. t h e  occasion of , 

t h e  Bomanl. s o l d i e r s  <*leaving ' b ~ r i t a i n '  i n  407 A . D . ,  a f t e r  s %  centur ies  o f  . 
r u l e  ;!over t h e  savage, : warring 'peop-le of sthe B r i t i s h  I s l e s .  ' * One 

. r  , 

imagines t h a t  as :  thee: . last  of the '  &man t r o o p s  were f e r r i e d  o f f  one of * 

them must haveA glanced back over h i s  shoulder a t  the  semi-civi l ized ' 

barbarians gathered on the  beach and s a i d  t o  a buddy, 'They ' l l  never * 

make it!" 
Who : would . blame him f a r  such a judgment?. The Romans had 

experienced mixed success i n  enforcing peace and "c iv i l i z ing"  the  
peoples of t h e  B r i t i s h  Isle:;. The' i s l anders  had been brought' i n t o  
contact with Roman c i v i l i z a t i o n ,  but a f t e r  four  centur ies  they were 
half  -"civilized" a t  best--and, one might say, half  -corrupted a s  well .  
Those most af fec ted  included those Bri tons who l ived  around t h e  Roman 
army camps, who were doubtless the  most corrupt  of a l l .  (Those a r e  
the  type of people termed "urban i n f l u e n t i a l s f '  i n  modern s o c i a l  * 

science jargon.) One imagines t h a t  the  Roman s o l d i e r s  accorded much 
more respect  t o  t h e  hearty,  "unspoiled" savage's i n  the  i n t e r i o r .  This 
i s  o f t en  the  case with representa t ives  of a colonizing pover; they 
develop. a d i s i i k e  f o r  those who emulate ' t h e i r  own behavior pa t t e rns  
and e x t o l  instead the  rude, simple q u a l i t i e s  of t h e  unacculturated 
barbarian,  including t h e  chaps i n  England'who painted themselves blue 
and indulged i n  a l l  s o r t s *  of "unspeakable" r e l i g i o u s  r i t e s .  So i t  
should be no wonder t h a t  a Roman s o l d i e r  would have sa id ,  "They'll 
never make it!" And t r u t h  t o  t e l l  they d i d n ' t  make it. Not f o r  a 
thousand years ! Many marks of c i v i l i z e d  l i f e  disappeared from the  
B r i t i s h  I s l e s  never t o  be regained-such a t t r i b u t e s  of  c i v i l i z a t i o n  as 
s t r a i g h t  and rwell-made roads, c e n t r a l  heating, and imaginative and 
t a s t e f u l  cookery; a l l  these disappeared when the  Roman s o l d i e r s  l e f t . '  
Who could have gue-ssed, who could have dreamed, t h a t  the  B r i t i s h  I s l e s  
would eventually ~ r o d u c e  a Shakespeare, a Churchil l ,  '* . . . the  Beatles? , 

The i Romans had o n l y  fo& .centur ies  t o  '*&o t h e i r  -best ,  o r  ' t he i r  ' 

worst, working with a r a the r  l imi ted  p o t e n t i a l  of aome of 6;r (W)ASP 
' '' 

ancestors.  The time span f o r  European *imperialism # ~ i h  lAf r i c a  i s  much, . 
shor ter ,  l e s s  t h a n w c e n t u r y  insmost  p a r t s ~ o f  t r o p i c a l  Africa. , * '  

* 5 
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Euro~ean  conauest gr& colonia l  r u l e  When Europeans pa r t i t ioned  Africa 
i n  .the l a s t * * q u a r t e r  of the  nineteenth century they were motivated by a 
va r ie ty  o f ,  purposes. A s  i n  most human endeavors t h e i r  reasons 'were 
mixed, -ranging from naked greed t o  d i s i n t e r e s t e d  altruism.'  There i s  
no need t o  describe i n  d e t a i l  the  spec ia l  v a r i e t i e s  i f  wickedness of 

- 

the imper ia l i s t s  who wanted t o  paint  t h e  map red o r  green o r  some 
other co lo r ,  o r '  the  get-rich-quick economic buccaneers who des i fed  t o  

* '  exploi t  Africa ' s  resources, .or the'  businessmen wh6, 'i+nted4, t o  ' "peg, out - 
b ,  

claims" ' f o r  the  : ' fu tu re ,  or '  t h e  miss ionar ies  who h o p e d  t o  b r i n g  the  . 
gospel t o  mi l l ions ,  ~ ~ , o r " a l l  the ' others  who' joined i n  ' f o r * '  excitement", 

' 



adventure, p r o f i t ,  o r  from the a t t r a c t i o n  of the  new and exot ic .  The 
point t h a t  should be, s t r e ssed  . , i s  ,, t h a t ,  - whatever' , the  reasons f o r  
Europeans g e t t i n g  i n t o  Af r ica  were, one f a c t  was very soon c l e a r  t o  
a l l :  - t h a t  , .v i th  the  ,exception of a few a r e a s ,  t h e  continent vas:?not 
te&mirig " y i t h  ' e a s i l y  e 'xploitable:  *.. %. r i ches .  T h e  ; s o i l s ,  ,of Africa% a r e  : 
r=latively. '  pooi; . many . areas .  lack exploi table  - :minerals; and the  
cont idept  '8 "populit ion w a s  much fever than wasqs o r i g i n a l l y  believed andq 
q u i t e  u i i r k i l l e d  f o f .  ~ u t o ~ e &  purp&es. The colonia l  povers very soon. 

' that  . it  was going : t o  cos t  a great ,  d e a l  of money j u s t -  - to  ,; 
crei t 'e  , .the : i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  necessary t o  exp lo i t  :those resources+ most; 
re&di'ly 'available.  The ''Old ~ d a s t e y s ,  "men vho, lgad long traded with . 
African &ddlemen along the  edges ,.of ; ,*the , continent , .  *could , have& ., 

inf  armed'‘ t h k i r  of these r e a l i t i e s  i f  they,  had been asked. ', 
Butb  p a r t  of the  . expl&tion.  of the  ,"Scramble : f o r  Africa'' is. t h a t  
nat ionalism a n d  o the r  emotional f a c t o r s ,  o f t e n ,  caused t h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s .  
t o  ignore knovn and demonstrable r e a l i t i e s .  . s .. . . ,  

. When t h e  s i t u a t i o n  came t o  be reassessed a f t e r  , the p a r t i t i o n  vas 
' 7  

over, it  ' isx not '$surpr is ing t h a t  European countries adopted:\ colonial* 
p o l i = i e s  ,des ig i~ed,  .% v . , t o  minimize t h e i r  expenditures. Pay-as-you-go : 

development' became the  policy o f .  .every c o l o n i a l  ;, power. I n  other. 
words, t h e r e  was to be none .of the' , " p i p  priming" economic ass i s t ance  
which became, , fashionable ' a f t e r  World War:II; each.  colony was expected - 
to ,  pay rs  i ts:  own way. ' And, a s ,  might be expected, resources - .  . f o r  economic * 

developmknt we=& extremely : - l imited. , .  *,The . l i t t l e ,  money a v a i l a b l e  can be 
juaged from j u s t  one example. ~ k o u n d ~ :  World War I, jrome: twenty years:,., 
a f t e r  'France,, had created i t s  West A f r i c a n ,  Federation , ( t h e  present-day 
coua t r i e i  d'i< 'Mauretania, ;senega#l,, :Mali, . + ~ u i ' n e a ,  Ivory , Coast, , Upper 
V O ~ ~ A , ' ~  ~ahosiky 'and .Niger),  the t o t a l :  ,value of imports and e x p o r t s  f o r  
t h i s  % , ,  huge iatea (e ight  t imes,khe , >, . , .  ,sSize of .France) was pnly  $60,000,000 a .. 
year.   he " revenue which accrued to* t h e  . ~ r e n c h  -colonia l  government, + '  

pr incipal ly , '  f rom customs re tu rns ,  was.,about, $10,000,000 a: year. Such* 
suns . a re  ..worth much more , in  today's . d o l l a r s ,  but they* s t i l l  represent  : . 
meager amounts t o  pay the" s a l a r i e s  ,of colonia ls   official^,^ pol ice ,  and 
soldiers ,"  -to, bui ld  'ports , . .  r a i l roads ,  bridges,: hosp i t a l s ,  . and schools, . 

a l l b  of . *wEich-and - more-had t o  . be .done i f  development -#was i t o  . t ake  
place; ':; .If ,,'. tlie goverGent  ,'' o f  a colony! attempted, a s  :. sometimes 
happened, t o  borrow money, t o  expedite . .some projec t  , i it !had - t o  borrow, . 
e i t h e r  if ram the  home government o r  from , the  in te rna t iona l*  money market : 
i n  ' ~ u r o p e ,  and*:had ? , .  t o  ~ pay , t h e ,  gb ing  i n t e r e s t g a t e s .  LOW-interest , r a t e  * 

loans :or from t h e * .  metropoles o r  .f ram,‘ in te rna t iona l  
agencies ,'did : n o t  e x i s t  .'. , I - . . , . . , ,.., j l ,  + , .  , -, . ? - . i t  . , , "  . , i .  . i , . ' .  ' r  

Money, then, o r  - r a t  h'er :the lack' of i t ,  , was, the  number one  .problem * % -  

.of c o l o n i a l ,  r u l e  . ' :what' i s  &zing i n  re t rospect  i s  the  #extraordinary  r 
impact t h o s e  sums t h a t  were invested had on the  l i v e s  of Africans. 
One , means of 'obtaining revenue was ?by$ . customs:: du t i e s ,  an - *  i n d i r e c t  - -  
manner, o f  taxat  ion and a l s o  . . . a d  means #of p rac t i c ing .  neo-mercant i l i s m .  ; 
customs :but ies  were,.enicted )which, favored the  t rade  .of . the~+metropol& : 

and , 'discouraged.  products .  f r o b  other  : 'countries. , French t r a d e r s  and : . 
exporters ' :  had the ' advantage i n  ;the French - colonies, . English i n  the  . 

c .  Engl ish 'cdlonies , '~and so fo r th .  . > - , . . .  . -  , . , -  t: . - . - + -  j j  . # . .  , " , ( I  - , r  i( 

~ n o t h ' e r ' ;  way o f  . r a i s i n g  . . r e v e n i ~ e , ~  although - i n ,  r e l a t i v e l y  + I* 

ins ign i f i can t -  * amounts1,- was, by . impos ink .di;ect . taxes : on :. Africans . :. 
~ h e s e ,  were termed "head,", take8,knd'-''hut" *taxes,  depending upon whether * %: 

they: 'we& ,on t h e  , ,  . , indiyidual  or o n  h i s  ab'ode. ~ d l l e c t i n ~ ~  d i r e c t  t a x e s  . 
< , , . , . a * . ' ;  * 
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i s  not an easy way t o  r a i s e  moneysb but  i t  was j u s t i f i e d  a s  necessary 
f o r  co lon ia l  development. * In order f o r  Africans toipay monetary taxes  

a they had t o  become involved i n  the money 'economy; and the  only ways 
Africans could earn so many s h i l l i n g s ,  f r a n c s , * o r  whatever, was e i t h e r  
t o  c o l l e c t  sylvan products such a s  rubber o r  r a i s e  crops f o r  s a l e  t o  
Europeans, general ly a t  p r i ces  pegged u n f a i r l y  low, o r  t o  'go t o  work 
' for .  Europeans a t  extremely low vages . The imposition of taxes  forced 
Africans i n  growing numbers t o  leave t h e i r  homes' and migrate t o  those 
areas  vhere Europeans required labor f o r  mines and planta t ions ,  and t o  
construct  roads, railways, and co lon ia l  set t lements.  This s o r t  of 
population movement i s  termed "target  labor" because the  individuals  
involved had a primary goal  i n  mind, i n  t h i s  case t o  earn s u f f i c i e n t '  
money t o  'pay t h e i r  taxes,  and . those owed by other  people. Africans 
who did  not pay vere seized and put t o  work a t  forced labor." They 
were made t o  serve .as  bearers ,  o r  a s  laborers  building roads, publ ic  

* . ( I  

k ^ s t ruc tu rea ,  o r  s imi la r  projec ts .  % A  

* One way o r  another the  colonia l  administrat ions pu t  t h e i r  subjects  
t o  'work. These measures -were ra t iona l i zed  a s  being f o r  Africans '  own 
good, f o r  howr e l s e  could cblonies-Af r i c a n s  ' homelands--be developed 
and s t a r t e d  on" the  t o a d ,  t o  "progress" and "c iv i l iza t ion"?  
Furthermore, Europeans ant ic ipated  t h a t  Africans would -respond ' l i k e  
o t h e r *  peoples the  world over: they might s t a r t  out ' as  r e luc tan t  
t a rge t  labor,  but they would soon develop an augmenting number of 
consumer wants and remain i n  employment longer than they needed simply 
to pay t h e i r  taxes .. Inevitably,  Africans earned addi t ional  income i n  
order t o  purchase c lo th ,  blankets, foodstuffs , '~cookware,  and o the r  
consumer goods, which of course *served European purposes. One 'cannot 

Y f a i l  t o  note ' t h a t  i n  "deveLoping" . colonies the re  was always' a n i c e  
congruence. between what was ."good" for. Africans and what was good f o r  
Europeans a s  well.  

A There i s  much discussion i n  scholar ly  l i t e r a t u r e  concerning 

syatems of colonia l  rule.  The t d i s t i n c t i o n  i s  frequently argued a s  t o  
whether Africans were ruled "di rec t ly"  o r  " indi rec t ly  ." Detai ls  .' 
aside,  the  p r inc ipa l  f a c t  t o  grasp i s  t h a t  res ident  Europeans were so 
few " from reason of lack of noney t h a t  , co lon ia l  governments genera l ly  
found i t  expedient to  r u l e  through e x i s t i n g  African p o l i t i c a l  
s t ruc tu res .  where + there  were s t r a t i f i e d  s o c i e t i e s  with r u l e r s  o r  
"chiefs" a l l  t h a t  was needed, i n  theory a t  l e a s t ,  was f o r  a European 
a d ~ i n i s t i a t o r  t o  "advise". them along des i red  l i n e s  of policy. Where 
"chiefs" did not ex i s t  among acephalous, o r  " s t a te less ,  " s o c i e t i e s ,  
Europeans i n  some . instances appointed them, and the  imposed system 
ac tua l ly  vorked q u i t e  v e l l  i n  some cases. - The key person i n  t h e  
system of delegated author i ty  was the  European administrator  ' t o  whom 
an African r u l e r  o r  , "chief" -was responsible:  the  B r i t i s h '  D i s t r i c t  
Officer ,  t h e  French Commandant &g Cercle, and so on. These 
funct ionar ies  of ten  ' presided over wide a reas  -- adminis t ra t ive  u n i t s  
i n  some cases as  large  o r  l a rge r  than t h e  s t a t e s  of Rhode Is land and 
Delaware-exercising police,  jud ic ia l ,  +and o the r  povers t o  such an . 
extent tha t  t h e y  'were sometimes termed the  " l a s t  untrammeled kings on 
earth.  " African r u l e r s  and "chiefs," termed "executive .agents, " were 
placed i n  the  awkward pos i t ion  of mediating between the  co lon ia l  
a u t h o r i t i e s  and t h e i r  oyn peoples. I f  they served t h e i r  ' European 
masters , w e l l ,  they were rewarded wi th  p a r t  of the taxes they 



col lec ted ,  use of forced labor f o r  t h e i r "  own purposes, and o t h e r  
perquis i tes .  : ,. Uncooperative' o r  ' incompeteht : ru le r s  o r  ' "cgief 6 ;  ". i n  
contrast ,  - might -be .  removed from .off i c e  and replaced by &re p l i a b l e  
too l s ,  : but *, rmtual  accommodation on 'both r ides  -,was u s u a l l y  the  h6st  
s a t i s f a c t o r y -  arrangement .: :..By .such !mean8 +,a handful of ~ u r b p i a n s ,  tould  
administer  , hundreds . of . thousands of : ,aquare* 'miles.  ' "'In ~ o ' r t h e r n  
~ i g e r i a ,  , the a sort famous example of i n d i r e c t  rule, 86Se two :hundred 
B i i t i r h  co lon ia l  o f f i c i a l s  + d i r e c t e d '  :the ' ,  lives of ' 'seventeen "mil l ion  
people., s imi la r ly ,  t h r e e  thousand Frenchmen ruled  the f i f  t'een'.millioh 
people r c a t t e r e d  a c r o s s  the  '.huge expanses of French Webt A f  &a. ~ u t  

po&er-police : and s o l d i e r s - y a s  ava i l ab le  t o  .$&k -up, th&e 
' 'indirect'' arrangements . " - Thus; ' A f r i c a n  subjects  , '  -of "the.' co lonia l  
poweras would 'probably express de r i s ion  f o r  ~'8cholarly . . cpibbles  , .  over the 

% , *  
I - ." 

dif ferences .  b e t w e e n ~ ~ d i r e c t "  and " indi rec t"  rule. . - 
I ' , I  b .  
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Economic Develo~ment . -  wd . De~endencv p e l a t  i o n e h r ~ s  HOW' r a p i d l y  
changes occurred i n  a given colony dependid .upon i t 8  resdurces arid the 
q p l o i t a t  ion fos tered ,  by: European entrepreneurs .' ~ r i t i s h '  development 
pli* i n  West pAf r i c a  "can be :charact'erized,, 'by 'thei'm&orable phrase of 
A 1  ,Capp s "General 'Bul lmoose": what was ' good ' f o r  ' business was good 
f o r '  , the . country. .:. PortWs, - r a i l r o a d s  ,: and roads : v e r e  concentrated i n  
the  .,most # ,product ive  a reas  and : t h e '  r e s t  'of  a colony was ',neglected.' 
~ h e r ~ - , , . v e r e  :exceptions,-  s u c h ' a s  . B r i t i s h  'and ~ r e n c h '  colonies in"tShe 
i n t e r i o r  of the ,font inent  , where' expensive rai,lways ;'and roads had t o '  
be: cokstructqd t o  :link colonies with the  coast.  * Belgibm concentrated, 
i t s  ' e f f o r t s  + in" Z a i r e ,  i n  mineral-rich Shaba (Ketanga) 'and' around r ive ' r  
por t s  &ch a s  Kisangani : ( ~ t a n l e y v i l - l e )  ,' Kinahasa e :(Leopo , l d v i l l e )  , and* 
Matadi , '  ~ o r t u g a l  was - i t s e l f  so poor tha t  i t  l e f t  t h e  ' exp lo i t a t  ion' of 
Angola ?and Hozambique largely  : t o  fore ign - c a p i t a l ,  uuiinly ' B r i t i s h  and . " .  ( * I  \ , 
south.  I *I African, . u n t i l t h e  1930s when t h e  Salazar. d i c t a t o r s h i p  promoted 

$ * I r I Portuguese i n t e r e s t s -  vis-a-vis those of fore igners .  * ' A 

- :All :: manner of monopolistic p rac t i ces  w e r e  c a r r i e d  on ' by - '  the 
~ & p e a n  shipping,  commercial j and' bankiqg , i n t e r e s t s  "hi=$ domihat ed,. 
the  ; colonia l  . economies~.' ~ma1 '~amat  ions among t rading companies gave, 
r i s e  t o  large  ?.scale conrmerci'al combinations, steamer - l ines,,-  organized 
shipping p o o l s  t o  a l l o c a t e  p r o f i t s ' ,  and* one" or' two ~ banks * exercised 

.., m control  ; .over - t h e  f i n a n c i a l  t ransact ions  of 'a *colony o r  , sever,al 
colonies. . - While the: , l ion ' s  share of a colony's wealthF-was creamed :off - 

a t  t h e  top* by,> -European bus iness  i n t e r e s t  a ,$ other  fore igners  : competed 
w i t h '  'Af r i cans ,  a t  , the  ' r e t a i l  . l eve l .  ' ~ h e s e '  inc ludeh ~ y r i a n s  and :, 
~ e b a n e s e  . i n  ves t  Africa ,* and "Asians" (Indians,  Goaria, and ~ a k i s t a n i ) ;  
i n  East Africa;  : .African middlemen and would-be entrepreneur"$', vere 

I '  hard' pressed - to  survive, caught between t h e s e  resourceful  competitors. 
and * ,  a the  European; wholesale f i r m s  which ~dominated"' e x t e r ~ l  t r a d e  ;'. '. ' 

' 

.>. I n  such :,fashion. Africans were inc reas ing ly ,  t id' t o  : %or-ld &k+t i s r  

a s '  t he  twentieth century p r ~ g r e s s e d . ~  Theaverage cdlonyu w a s f  or l tuni te  .:, 
t o  have -more-c than o n e  o r  two primary 6roducts , .vegetable or mineral ,!,,- 
t o  p e l l . ,  i n  w o r l d  markets. S i n c e  s o i l s l a r e  & l ~ t i < e l y ' - p o o c  i n  most.  ,- 
p a r t s  ,:of . the  continent , it took years '*of exierimeatat ion t o  develop : - 
s u i t a b l e  cash crops :in soine "areas.  Event today," "'in' :many , Afiican 
countr ies  one o r  two crops o r  minera l s  may account f o r  f o r t y  o r  - f i f t y ,  : :: 
or :  even ,eighty t o  ninety pe rcen t  of the - value o f  , the : t o t a l  exports,  ' fi 

which i j  .,makes _ +:.African s t a t e s  ext'remely. tiulnerable t o  chahgis,, " id .  world :~ 
- ~ . ' ?  .,;: 

* .  ,, , . . I r  6 
6 ,  pr ices .  . . . . .. . " ,  *- - , .* 
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Viewed ' i n :  descr ip t ive  and graphic ten&, E U ~ O ~ & ~  imperialism 
created "dependency" re la t ionsh ips  between metropo l e s  and colonies,  

* 
between t h e  European "core" and colonies on $he "periphery" (Figure 
A .  Economic, soc ia l ,  and c u l t u r a l  r e la t ionsh ips  were so strongly 
forged t h a t  i t  would prove v i r t u a l l y  impossible* f o r  Africans (and 
other co lon ia l  peoplee) t o  break them upon a t t a i n i n g  p o l i t i c a l ,  
independence, t o  the e i t e n t  t h a t  they were< motivated t o  .do so. 

* ' w 

FIGURE A 

i 

0 - i ,  
I 

"olony 
I 

I Th$ "core-periphery" model may ' be ca r r i ed  one s tep  furtherb,  
depict ing a "core periphery" wi th in  each colony t o  represent the  chief 
area of European exp lo i t a t ion  (Figure B). This second "cor-e" 
represents  vhere p lanta t  ions,  mines ,' adminis t ra t ive  centers ,  p r inc ipa l  
por ts ,  ra i lheads ,  and '" 'other  ' i n f ras t ruc tu re  were concentrated. 
Africans l i v i n g '  i n  other p a r t s  of a colony, i t s  "periphery," were 
relegated t o  becoming migrant laborers  t r a v e l l i n g  ' dozens o r  hundreds 
of miles t o  work i n  the  "core" area ,  compelled by , the  .need t o  pay 
taxes and a t t r a c t e d  =by wage employment a s  a' means t o  purchase 
necess i t i e s  and luxuries.  (The arrows on Figure B) 

Some colonies developed severa l  "cores," and such exceptions * to .  
the  "model" iden t i fy  colonies -wi th  exceptional  ; resources. In  such 
cases the  "cores" became p o t e n t i a l  a reas  of contention between 
competitive African e l i t e s  i n  -the period following t h e  achievement of 
independence, e.g., Zai re ' s .  Katanga mining region vs. Kinshasa, the 
adminis t ra t ive  center ,  rai lhead,  and chief r i v e r  'port  ; and Nigeria 
with i t s  th ree  regional  "core" areas ,  west, East,  and North 
re inforc ing e thnic  part icularism. Conversely, some colonies had 
poorly developed "cores,",possessing few European en te rp r i ses ,  minimal1 
adminis t ra t ive  centers ,  and minimal in f ras t ruc tu res  . The populations 
of such colonies were constrained t o  migrate t o  o ther  colonies t o  f ind  
employment, contr ibuting t o  w h a t  may be termed "regional cores" 

v (Figure C) . 
"Regional cores" include the  p lan ta t  ions of Ivory Coast, which 

a t t r a c t e d  migrant laborers  from i n t e r i o r '  colonies,  especia l ly  Upper 
Volta; the  "copper Belt  ," including Zambia and the  Shaba' region of 
Zaire, vhich derived ?ts *labor fo rce  from colonies i n  c e n t r a l  and 
e a s t e r n t A f r i c a ;  and the  most dynamic, South Afr ica ,  yh ich  employed 
l a rge '  numbers of migrant and contract  laborers  from southern and 
cen t ra l  ,Africa. 

3 

. Such ' pat t e rns  continue today. ' ' "Core" a r e a s  and "regional cores" 
have changed l i t t l e  s ince  ~f r i c a d  colonies a t t a i n e d  ' independence, ana 
hundreds of thouaande of Africans continue t o  be labor migrants. Many 
countries remain r economically dependent on the  proceeds of one, two, 
or  severa l  primary products, and p r ice  f luc tua t ions  i n  world markete 
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can-make o r  break a * n a t i o n a l  budget, bring hope o r  despai r  to economic 
piddners, '-and - h e l p  sua ta in  , lehders' ,,%in pover 4 r  . con t r ibu te  t o  t h e i r  

5 : 8 ,  . . ,  
* * "  . , ? -3. , t  L ,  

. . a , ... 
downfall; ,  , - - .  + -  < - "  . , ,  ) ,  

- . Ecdnomic', , .,sociHil,, . a?d  , I ,, c u l t u r a l  *'chan&ee , ~ e = e ,  &st ' p e r v a ' s i ~ e  i n  the  
I I ~ ~ ~ ~ , ~  - Areas of e a ~ h ' ~ c o l o n y - i n ~  the  a d q i n i s t r a t i v e  cen te r s ,  ocean,and 
iiveT darts, rai!wada*, mines, 'and p lan ta t  ions,  , and' such .;emins the 
case * .' today. , *. such ' areas  a r e  ' .&lt , I i -e tknic ,  ) v i t h  het  erogenous 
populatidns, ~f k'ickn " isid*. &-if r ican,  that f oat  e r  a  ' un iv tksa l  out  look 
encompassing . indigenous and fore ign - influences of many ) s o r t s ,  i n  
con t ras t  t o  : + * t h e  . p a r t i c u l a r i s t i c  outlook of a  s i n g l e  .society. 
Opportuoiticis f o i  individual  achievement' a r e  f a r  g r e a t e r ,  i n  "core1' 
a r e a s  tha* i n  migrants ' home areas  vhere $ a b i l i t y  and , i n i a t i a t  i v e  ar'e 
of ten  inhibi ted  j . ,  -,or discouraged :by e lde rs ,  h i e r a r c h i c a l  s o c i a l  
organizations' ,  . occupational s p e c i a l i s a t  ions,  and :.other a s c r i p t  i v e  
impediments t o  individual  i n i t i a t i v e .  

The f i r s t  individuals  t o  migrate:" t o  towns, mines, and plankat ions 
were men vho came1 without t h e i r  f ami l i e s  o r  who were 
too young t o  have famil ies .   hose who returned a second time 
invariably remained longer; . not "only y: to :  make money . for  taxes  'and other  
necessi t ies ' ,  % '  but " a l s o  t o  ?.acquire. :more stEuropean -, +uf ac tu res  - and 
cdnsujner godds'.  h he fact vas  quickly appreciated t h a t  the.>longer.  one 
stay*. the more s k i l l s  o n e  acquired, job s k i l l s ,  , language: s k i l l s  ,. and 
s o c i a l  - ' s k i l l s ,  ' :which ' al loved f o r  . higher wages . and gr(eater.  
opportunit ies .  A s  the  ' twentieth century progressed, not  o n l y  did more. 
and more 'men come v i l l i n g l y  , %ut they stayed longer and, increasingly,  

# b .  % d . *  

they , - brought t h e i r  families*. , . b  ' I < t  ., 

. ' -  1t i s  ci.u=ial ' to apprecia te  / t h a t  ~ f r i c a n s '  vh6.  camh . t o  the  't'iwas,- 
plantatat'ion&.* o r  :'d;ines never 'cut t h e ~ s e l v e ~  off  ' from their'. t r a d i t i o n a l  
s o c i e t i e s .  They might work ' f o r .  a ;'few oidaths' and , g o  "back? ,home: f o r  a "  
time. -- They' might ' l i v e '  i n  towns f o r  *years  and go back iinf requent l y  .. 

. "  . 
-*' t h e r  , < I  1930 I f #  ,; 'and ' ' 1 9 4 ~ ~ ~ 8  some men begad t o  l i v e  l a r g e ,  . A p a r t s  -. of t h e i r  
l i v e s  more ' o r  t ,  l e s s  copt inuously -'.in d r b a i  *, " a r e a s , .  , &  , , .  but .  -they _ too:  aluay s 
kept" t h e i r  ' t i e s  'w i th  > I  t h e i r  , home :areas. * -  li They .,vere c a r e f u l -  t o ?  keep up 
the  ~ d c i a l , ' ~  religioris , : and . , r ' i t ua l  t i e s  w h i c h ,  ensured t h e  . retent  ionLsof 
their::  t r a d i t i o n a l  s t ' a t u s ,  r i g h t s '  t o  land use,. a n d  o the r  p r i v i l e g e s .  - 
O f  t e n  t h e i r  wives re&ined ,.in% the countryside part, of the  :year i n *  
order< t o  work; .the l a n d  and raise the i r -  children.  . Conversely , .Africans 
staying n "core". a reas  ' were. expected t o  be hospitable .- t o  r e l a t i v e s  
and . other  " .  . -  ' niembers "of t h e i r  "e thn ic  groups - .when . -  , they came : t o ,  seek-work, 
o r  v i s i t .  ' ~ i n s h i ~ ' a n d ' ,  e thn ic  *a f f i l i a t ions* .  *were of " ' c ruc ia l  importance 
in'"minimizing' and ameliorat ing the d i s rup t ive  consequences .,of . labor , .  
migration. . For $migrants, :such. >.. - , *  8 t i e s  s . .  remain,,indisputably:- $he m o s t  
important a s p e c t  o f  t h e i r .  l ives . .  ,.. L , . - -  , 3 , I % >  , , _ .  _ ,  I, . + , .  a _ .  

, While nhk experiences ,.' ~ h a * ~ & ' i n  o r t  look, and d i f f e r e n t  ;pa t terns  
of l i fe  were concentrated in . . the .  ''core" areas , :  they were not +confined1. 

I 

I  there.:^.: Rural, ' areas  were. 6 . - , affec ted  ., : i n  varying, ways and : t o  varyingb . 
degiees ' byd ' , the 'ac t iv i t ies .  of colonia l  . , administrators and missionaries,  : 
by t h e  cul t iva t ion '  of 'cash crops, expansion ' of road networks, , e t c  . , 
and by the  influences conveyed . from "core," a r e a s  , a  by labor, migrants . 
1n ' .retrospect i t  is : s t r i k i n g  how, pervasive .such changes a n d .  influences; 
were in-prepar ingo ' the  .way ' for  the  .devtildpment of ,dpolitical:parties~:and 
t h e  r i s e ' o f  ,independence movemeis a f t e l  ~ & l d  War I?. : : - . - , .  
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Social  andmBculkural  changes One of the  most important agencies f o r  
change was Chr i s t i an  missionaries. The . evangelizat ion of Afr ica  has 
been described a s  the  in te rac t ion  of two s e t s  of deviants:  the  
missionaries on one hand and those i n  t h e  African s o c i e t i e s  who most6 
read i ly  responded t o -  them on t h e  other.  The point  of t h i s  apothegm i s  
t h a t  by the  end of .the .nineteenth century, and . c e r t a i n l y  by the  f i r s t  
decades .of the  twentieth century, those who went out  t o  b f r i c a  a s  
missionaries were not ,  f o r  the  most pa r t ,  r e a l l y  represen ta t ive  of t h e  
modern, urban, i n d u s t r i a l ,  twentieth-century vorld. Missionaries were 
o f t e n  drawn from fundamentali+ sec t s  i n  r u r a l  a reas  *of  the  American 
South and Midwest, h cot land, and other  place8 on the  periphery of 
European i n d u s t r i a l  regions. of t en  they were s e l f  -consciously -out  of 
s t ep  . with modern t imes, '  decrying the  changes whgch were 
revolutionizing t h e i r  own countries.  I n  l i k e  manner, t h e  - e a r l i e s t  
African converts were. genera l ly  individuals  who were not members of 
e l i t e s  and were o f t en  not doing. wel l  i n  t h e i r  own s o c i e t i e s .  . Men and 
women with high s t a t u s  i n  a socie ty  o r  who a r e  i n  process of 
achieving other s o c i a l  goals  a r e  ,not the s o r t  of individuals  who a r e  
most quickly won by a new re l ig ion.  Those who f i r s t  responded..to the  
missionaries ' endeavors were of t en  slaves,  cr iminals ,  and .o ther  s o c i a l  
deviants  -- jus t  a s  was t r u e  i n  the  ear ly  days of C h r i s t i a n i t y  i n  t h e  
Middle East. 

* .  

The p r inc ipa l  motivationb of missionaries was, of course,  t h e  
evangelizat ion of Africans. The be t t e r  t o  achieve t h i s  l g o a l  they 
undertook a number . of a c t i v i t i e s  which were a t t r a c t i v e  both t o .  
Africans and t o  the  co lon ia l  governments. Foremost among these  was 
education. Colonial governments welcomed . missionaries,  f o r  they 
founded'schools, b u i l t  workshops, es tabl ished c l i n i c s  and hosp i t a l s ,  
and promoted a g r i c u l t u r a l  . innovations. a Missionaries na tu ra l ly  
demanded i n  re tu rn  t h a t  Africans espouse t h e i r  p a r t i c u l a r  f a i t h ,  and 
i t  shoulda, be noted ::that ' -  the  ~ u r o ~ e a n s  and a Americans vho evangelized ., 

Africans demanded.much . higher , .  standards o f  p ie ty  than was required of A 

t h e i r  own ancestors i n  Europe by missionaries from the  Roman Empire. 
Instead o f .  a group acceptance of the  new f a i t h ,  followed by a gradual 
adaptat ion t o  new b e l i e f s  and pract ices  such a s  took place i n  the  
f o r e s t s  of Europe, -miss ionar ies  i n  Afr ica  i n  the  n ineteenth  and* 
twentieth centur ies  frequently demanded individual  * conversion 
experiences on the  p a r t  of t h e i r  converts. P ro tes tan t s  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  - 
demanded t h a t  b f r i c a n  converts not only accep t* , the  a r t i c l e s  - o f .  f a i t h  
but exhibi t  manifestat ions t h a t  the  erperience of r e l ig ious  conversion 
had shaken them t o  the  core of t h e i r  being. Moreover, missionaries 
expected a s  matter  of course t h a t  converts adopt European standards 
of d ress ,  housing, food,' and general  pa t t e rns  of" l iv ing .  - . J n  
polygamous s o c i e t i e s ,  a man had t o  g ive  up a l l  but one wife, 
regardless of the  s o c i a l ,  economic, and p o l i t i c a l  consequences. (The - 
twentieth century American p rac t i ce  of "sequential  monogamy", was not 
an option offered by missionaries) .  Put i n  crude terms, missionaries 
regarded ~ f r i c a n s  a s  b o t t l e s ,  t o  be turned upsidedown and emptied of 
savagery, then r ighted and f i l l e d  with a E p r o p e r  s o r t  of Chr i s t i an i ty ,  
which included a very heavy -mixture of contemporary, West European and 
American mores. * I  1 

Africans compliedB with missionary demands t o  a remazkable extent .  . 
African b e l i e f s  concerning a "high god" and moral and e t h i c a l  behavior 
of ten  closely pa ra l l e l ed  thoee of Chr is t ian  *(and Muslim) teachings,  
and African s o c i e t i e s  were open t o  new ideas,  having previously 
adopted re l ig ious  concepts and pract ices  from each other  (which they 
continued t o  do).  Syncre t i s t i c  pract ices  were of course unacceptable 



/ 

t o  missionaries,  and wherever they could employ s a n c t i ~ n s , ~ t h e y .  
=oeiced ' t h e i r  converts* t o  conform exclusively -' t o  acceptab;le European 
p rac t i ces  -9 . which .( (h igh l igh t s  a key , i s sue  : - much' ' debated +'; by" 
missionaries:  , '  how ;"European" had C h r i s t i a n i t y  become; a n d  how' 
"Europeinized'! iust Africans (or  o t h e r  ' no&vestern) groups becomew i n  
order ,. ti. be cads idered "true Chr is t  iansl'?+' A f  rican8:'also , 

, 4 7  

acquiesced in' 
missionary , demands f o r  , a , number of p r a c t i c a l '  -reamins, among 'wh'ich were' I 

, 

t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  advantages : provided by ' missionaries and ' the  
oppor tuni t ies  f o r  self-improvemebt vhich l i t e i a r y  and i echn ica l  s k i l l s  

, . . . /  . . I *  - .  t 
a .  providgd;:-' , '  ' - ,  ' . ., . I d s e  ,: ., e . b 

I I i s  c l e a r ,  ' too,  that o n e  ,,of the: 'mattractions "for educated 
~f r i ~ h n s  $=cornin&' ~ h ~ i s t i a n :  preachers, priestb' ,  and teachers .  was that  ." 
it * gavi! them bpporfu$ities : f o r  leadeiship  r o l e s  which rlwere' other$ise 
denied t h b  "under colouial '  f b l e  u n t i l '  p o l i t i c a l  parties'" vere '  permitted 
a f t e r  'Vorld War '811. Where too l i t t l e  ' i n i t i a t i v e  was 'accorded leaders" 
of ;- Af r ieaa '  ~ o n ~ t = ~ a t . i o n b ,  :they rand ' '  the i r :  fol lowers might break with 
missionaries '(and + t h e i r  * f i n a n c i a l  support ) t o  f onh indebendent o r  
"Ethiopian" churches. ';Some prophetic % and -. charismht i c  men and '" voibn * 

conceived : hew 'churches, incorporat ing r e i n t e r p r e t a t  ions of 'j Chris t ian  * 
doi t r inek - along. with A< r i c a n  b e l i e f s  and.  p rac t i ces .  - Prophet ' William 
wid; ,- l a i r i s -  i n  Ivory :Coast a n d  L iber ia '  (1 910s)', ' ~ i m d n  Jimbangu i n  
Zaire (1920s),  lice ~ e n s h i k  'Mulenga i n  ~ a m b i a  (1950s an'd 1960s); aha 
numerous o the rs  had wide influence.  These "Zionist" 'hovemeats 
a t t r ac ted :  'followers ' from ' mission churches and f rG " ~ t h i o p i a n "  - 

congregations, a s  '-well *as 'Africans not' , previou'sly evangelized % by , ' ,  any # - .  . 
~ h r i s t i a n  :group .* " ~ t h i o ~ i a n "  and- ' "Zionist" churches ' became 
increasingly numerous 'during t h e  second' half  of t h e  ' k e n t i e t h  century 
and "today- const ' i tute the  most' *rapidly:  I g r o v i e  Chr i s t i an  congregations. 

1 ' I  ' 
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- i n  contexiporary Africa . ' : 
P I 

. .Muslim c l e r i c s  r l i k & i s e  p r o f i t e d '  f&m+ t h e '  "oppoit'hitiesra'£forded, 
bjr econbmii and- ' s o c i a l  changes d i s rup t ing  ' "former pa t t e rns  i n ,  ~f r ican '  
soc ie t  i e s  and w e r e  even more :successful . than ~ h r i d t  ian,:missionaries . i n  
influencing and convertingb +f r i cans  . ' Muss l i m '  c ler ics ' -possessed several '* 
advantages vis-a-vis European missionaries ; \ * .  They were' fellow : 
Africans, had s imi la r  l i f e s t y l e s ,  and were'generally -'re amenable - t o 6  
couvertd re ta in ing*& African'' a o c i a l  pa t t , e rne  and' c u l t u r a l ' .  pract ices. :  
B u t  1% i f  Islamic tolerance of polygyny provides, a. s i g n i f i c a n t  vadvantagb ' 

f o r  1 Xuslim clberica - "competing" with 'Chr i s t i an  missionaries (to:. :'the. 
' 

of t h x p r e s s e d  ' disniay of t h e  latter)', : I o l i m i c ~  s t r i c t u r e s '  ; a r e  '"ha;dly, 
less" demanding than ' those o f  Christ ianity9,  ~ includings  , ,  . r e q u i r e d  d a i l y  *: 
ablution*:'and ~ r a y e r s ,  a n d  'forsaking sbiii ts and tor&cco . +:':dnd 'du=ing . 
co lon ia l  a times, - +fusl id  c l e r i c s  l a b o r e d  under the  ,haddicap' i n  "bost, ' 
areas 'o f  not providing "westernWedbc'lrtibn ' t h i t  ' W ~ S  h ighly  pr.i*ied by' 
~ f r i c a n 8 , : ' -  a '  disadvantage that  . i s  ' r e f l e c t e d  ' '  today " i n  t h e  
d ispropor t ionate  representa t ion of -Christ ians i n  ' t o p '  pos i t ions .  , in' 
government ,:and-:the {pr ivate  sec to r .  Since independence, 'the , spread * o f  
governnient''r8chools i n  predoinidantly~~ucil im areas  'bas gre'atlp' $mproved 
educati6nal ',' opportunit ies  f o r "  Muslim ' -children, '  b u i  s igni f  ic&tA 
d i s p a r i t i e s ,  st ill* e x i s t  i n  many countr ies  . . ,' :esp&islly wit6 ' resdei t  , td  + . .  the  'edu-cat ifon':of ' g i r l s  and ' women.: \ ! ..1 . . . .  " ,  . ' r  

n - ,  

' - -  ' To *sunnnariieL, t f ie  c o l o d i i l  p a r t  it idxi 'of ~ f r i c i  .khatterea . J ' ex i s t ing-  
p o l i t i c a l ,  soc ia l ,  and economic circumstances by  "consolldat irig 
thousands o f '  "h i f  f erent  ' pol i t ' i eg  : in to  ;a : 'f e v  .dozen + cdlonies.  The , . ! 

development 'of  i n f  - - r a s t r u ~ t u r e -  - rziilwkys, roads,: 'and telegrLph : 
and . &  telephone-lines :-- ' * "  revolutionized co&unircat'ions,. .as in  

, - - ' C l u  ' I , " , '  , 
? .  I " ' -  , . , , J '  . - 4  ' "  C ,' 
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d i f f e r e n t  ways d i d  . t h e   siti ion^ : o f  European l a n g u a g e s , ,  
admin i s t r a t ive  :and bus'iness p r a c t i c e s ,  educa t iona l ,  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  , and 
r e l i g i o n s .  ~f r i c a n s  i n  growing nmbers;::  v e i e  oompelled t o  e n t e r  t h e  
money ecoxiomy and were , l inked  t o  vo r ld  ,$markets, e i t h e r  by,  producing 
cash crops* o r  by ' working f o r '  Europeans, d s i ana ,  Levantines, o r  o t h e r  
Af r i cans  . I f  ,most Afr icans  v e t e  :*kmployed only i n  t h e  . l oves t , :  echelons 
of government o r  bus iness  e n t e r p r i s e s ,  ::  obtained only . , rudimentari .  - 
command of  European languages, and received only'  primary educat ions +" i n  - 
missionary o r  government ' : ~ c ~ o o ~ s ,  such ,  nonethe less  m, p * .  , had t e v o l u t i o n a r ~ ~  
consequences and ' fo s t e red  far-reaching changes*. . , I ,  I +  

/ I .  1 , ,  

The,  fo rego ing  c,hanges a r e  . f requent ly  l h p e d  . toge ther  'byYd'  th'e 
c a t c h - a l l '  i n c l u s i v e  t e r m  'Lmoderdization, 'I, which  : h a s  : ' rep laced  
"civiliziid" i n  drd inary .usage ,  if  not  i n i m p l l & d d : i n t e n t .  But the& is  
an "und;erside1 t o  podernizatio'n,  f o r  ,along wi th  t h e  i n t i o d u c t i o n 7  o f *  
European ' i n s t i t u t i o n s  , s k i l l s ,  and  r o c i a l  and c u l t u r a l  : pat t e r n s ,  came 
many of t h e  i n t r a n s i g e n t  p r o b l & ~  of t h e  "&dernl' vorld:, , +  ytban slums, ",. 
b r o k e n '  f + i l i e s r ,  p r o s t i t u t i o n ,  a lcoholism, etc . ,  .. a l l 4 ,  .of , .which:*  
accompanied "develop&entl' . . in  Europe a n d '  t h e . *  United Staes and remainw 
mat te rs  ' o f  concern. colonized ' ,  peoples , i n  ~f r i c a  and elsewhere i n  theml 
world were ' unable t o  prevent  such ,  perverse  .consequences #of ,, t he  changes..! 
forced upon them b y  , , t h e i r  e x p l o i t e r s ;  nor ,  of course,  could *.they sha res  

"0 

t h e  oppor tun i t i e s  and advantages' of  such changes t o  :the ,,same ex ten t  as, 
t h e  f r e e  c i t i z e n r y  of  . ~ u r o p e a n  coun t r i e s  and: t h e  United :S ta tes .  . : ,. 

* I *I * . m i  

p o l i t i c a l  movements and t h e  achievement 'pb indeoendencg ~ o ; l d  War 11 
marks a watershed i n  Afr ican  h i s to ry .  The war years  introduced new 
inf luences ,  ' e spec ia l ly  i n  t h e  French and B r i t i s h  colonies ,  and t h e  
ramif ica t ions  of * t h e  war and i t s  af te rmath  prepared t h e  way f o r  
Africans t o  organize movements t o  f u r t h e r  t h e i r  economic a n d + p o l i t i c a l  
i n t e r e s t s .  ' . 

Africans# l i v i n g  ' i n  French colonies  rece ived  an unexpected 
p o l i t i c a l  educat ion from t h e  confronta t ion  of *the Vichy" and 
Free-French p a r t i s a n s .  English-speaking Afr icans  took t o  h e a r t  t h e  
i n s p i r a t i o n  of t h e  A t l a n t i c  Charter  . Hundreds of thousands of " 

Africans served a s , s o l d i e r s  i n  t h e  armies of t h e  A l l i e s  i n  E u r o p e , ~ t h e  
Middle Eas t ,  and Asia,  and p r o f i t e d  from t h e  experience. A r e t u r n  t o  
the  pre-war s t a t u s  quo i n  Afr ica  would .have been impossible, even .had 
t h e  co lon ia l  'powers not been l e f t  a s  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  weakenedwby, t h e  
c o n f l i c t  a s  they were. 4 t F t  

Not only were France, B r i t a i n ,  and Belgium f a r  l e s s  powerful i n  . a  
mate r i a l  way, but they were wounded i n  a very deep psychological  sense+ 
a s  well .  One of t h e  p r e r e q u i s i t e s  f o r  co lonia l i sm i s  self-confidence,  
and t h e  c u l t u r a l  arrogance and racism c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  of n ine teen th  
century Europe&go f a r  t o  exp la in  why Europeans bel ieved t h a t  they were} 
d iv ine ly  ordained , t o  conquer ,and r u l e  over o t h e r  peoples.  . When 
co lon ia l  r u l e  was e s t a b l i s h e d  over Afr icans  at t h e  c l o s e  of t h e  
n ine teenth  century,  most Europeans complacently assumed ( i f  - they , 
thought about t he  mat te r  a t  a l l )  t h a t  t h e i r  r u l e  vould l a s t  f o r  many 
genera t ions ,  i f  no t  t cen tu r i e s .  By t h e  c l o s e  of World War +II, - 
Europeans ' sense of s u p e r i o r i t y  , was as * badly shaken a s  was t h e i r  
economic and m i l i t a r y  power. 

B r i t a i n ,  France, and ~ e l g i u h  faced immense'# problims - of 
recons t ruc t ion  fol lowing t h e  was,. e s p e c i a l l y A  France and Belgium. 
There was t h e  ,developing Cold War, which d r a m t i z e d  t h e i r  greatqly 



reduced % -  power8 'and & t a t u s  i n  ; a::world : dominated' by,  the ~ r n e r i ~ a *  a n d  
Russianrup=rpovers."  They'wi?rerchallenged by' independence movedents 
everywhCre : ' i n t  : -India, sInQ;China, Indonesia, nPlaya', pa les t  i d e ,  , v 

& r o c ~ o ,  ~ l g e r i e ' , ' '  e t c  . , &uppierrion ' of vhich ' 'demanded "financial ,  
mi l i t a ry ;  and'othei reuo'urces t h a t  >European countries now posbeesed i n  
v b i y  l k i t c d  &aunts .' ',By con t ras t ,  the '  colonies i n  r u b - ~ a h a r a n " ~ f  r i ' c a  
iecmed t o  "present  no immediate* problems,. but a* revol t '  i n  hadagascar in '  
1947  tht ' was:.  - aavagely euppreaeed by the  French and i n ~ ~ i p i e n t  
p o l i t i c a l  ' a c t i v i t i e s  i n  .many - ) A  L colonies. , '  . *shoved t h a t  ~f r i cans  , q 6 s  t -soon . , ,. * ,* 

be *,reckoned v i t h  a s  well'. - ; ' * , s ,' 

'-'' , The. ~ u r o ~ e k n ' ~  governments t h a t  confronted these chal  l=nges ' '(with 
the: except ion  of Portugal)  d i f fe red  considerably from#- those which; had: 
presided ,,over the' colonia i '  empire8 ' p r i o r  t o  Woild War 11. I n  ~ r i t a i n ,  
t h e  Labor  party '  caine t o .  pover i d  ' 1945, 'whi le  ~ r*ance '  'was governe'd i n  
th=  1940s and*' 19506. by, a s e r i e s  o f .  un8table c o a l i t i o n b  which included 
S o c i a l i s t s  and ~ommuhiets .  * ~ h e s e  ' p o s t - v a r  goverbnentss' granted 
Af r icans ,  b n y  : l i b e r t i e s  ; t h a t h  they had' n o t  known *before,  ':notably . 
fr;edom t o  f aria- l a h r  unions ' a n d ' '  ' p o l i t i c a l  pa r t i e s .  They a l s o  ' 

a l loca ted  . s i g n i f i c a n t  'amounts" of i b e s t m e n t  c a p i t a l  t o  t h e i r '  X r i c a n  , + *  

colonies,  including funds:  -receives from" t h e '  Marshall b b plan.' T o  be" 
sure,  th=se ::funds . vere  intended p r i m a r i l y  t o  . benef i t  the.'mother 
cbuntr ies ,  .ei ther ' :by * ' ' s t imulat ing+ a *grea te r  ' flow o f  resources' to :  the  
metropole lor .by 'earning fore ign exchange - I -  i i o i l a r s  '.in 'par t  i c u l d r  - 
through the  s a l e  of primary products, but t h i s  i y e s t m e n t  was no l e s s  

4 .  \ % . , 

&portant '-lfor its ' i ~ a c t  :on t h e .  colonies themselves. . ' . 
A : A l l  of these,'deielopments a t  i k l a t e d  a growing':political+'abirekks, 

o n t i h e '  . p a r t ,  o f '  *educated ~ f r i c a n e .  ' Especial ly i n  the:,:most: advancedc 
French ,:and B r i t i s h  ' t e r r i t o r i e s  ; - newly, formed p o l i t i c a l  , p a r t i e s  began' 
tc i , :a r t* icula te  grievances and ' demand2 reforms .' A t  f i r s t  ,-. African" 
demands were general ly l imi ted  t o  s p e c i f i c  grievances such a s  ''the- 
abol i t ionV'of  'forced m labor, ~ e q u a l i i a t i o n  of pay and oppor tuni t ies  , i n  
the  ' c i v i l  iservi'ce, increased p o l i t i c a l  representat  ion, ' and :similar  
shortgrange 'goals. Only. gradually . did, 'Africans ? . .  begin t o  ','focus , on', the  ' 

3 - * .  
a * 

" 
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issue- of :  independence. ' " 

' ; " :Pol i t ica l  1 e a d e r s h i p n a t u r a l l y y  came from theb't'new". e l i t e  'educLted 
i n  missionary andpgover'iment echoola r a t h e r ,  than from the  t r a d i t i o n a l  ; 
ru l ing ;  c l asses  l' 'Membe'rs ,of t h e  'new e l i t e  had to"'1ead f o r ,  they:'spoke ~ 

t h e  languages ?of :-the co lon ia lp 'powers  "and understood ,)tfie ; issues- '  . '  
involved. They had t o  lead,, t o o ,  because many of the  old " e l i t e  - ,+the 
r i t le rs  -:and ,,"ch'ief s" :were' d i sc red i t ed  -by long years of '  collab;or+tion 
with*: theacolonial  adminis t ra t  ions. It i s  not surprising' : that  t h e ,  most 
rapid  ' Gl,it i c a l  mobilizat'ion took place  i n  , the economically more 
advanced colonies o r  t h a t  'most' n a t i o n a l i s t  leaders .&me fromL'the lirbhh = 

centers. '  where Africans had :mos't h ' fu l ly  p h t i c i p & e d  . i n  "the ,pode+i i i iga  
exper"ience ., ' :+'There numeiou8 'ethnic ' "and : mult i s t h n i c  "'organitat ibnsL 
exis ted ,  , including:  self-help *associat ions,  spor ts  -clubs, ' churches, ' 

schdols, 'andt ( a f t e r  1945) , l a b o r  . unions, a l l  of which ~ o u l d ~ b e ' u t i l i r e d .  
fo r  , -pol+t ica l '  -purposes . 'Ifembers of the  - new* e l i t e  founded, < .  : the i r - '  
p a r t i e s :  upon, 'such 'organizat ions,  un i t ing  ' groups across  . e t h n i c  
divis'ions ' agains t  t h e  cokdnon- ad\iecb;ry ;- ih& ~ u r o ~ e a n  +cq lbn ia l  r u l e r s  ., ' 

The rap id i ty  with which t h i s  happened &zed observers, ' &special ly 
s ince  :the +.African leaders  - i n  the  urban a ieas  ' huickly gained: ' the 
a l legiance  of rura l~folk ' .whom,  Europeans thought A to,: b e  ind i f fe ren t  t o .  
"radical"  ' ideas 'an3 - subser+i'&lt' t o  r u l e r s  co'-$tedS bi ' the  '60"loniaf ' 

\ 



governments. The nascent p o l i t i c a l  movements e f fec t ive ly  used family 
and e thnic  ' l inks - between town "and (countryside t o  mobilize support e re  
even "in the'  most remote a reas , ,  where t r a d i t i o n a l  leaders! o f t en  
etrongly r e s i s t e d  t h e  challenge t o  t h e i r  author i ty .  ' t 

such was the  pervasiveness of change t h a t  everywhere people wanted 
"modernization," a t  l e a s t  t o  the extent  t h a t  , they understood it. 
People wanted more change, not l e s s .  They wanted more schools, more 
roads, more tkade, more jobs , more of everything Europeans had. 
introduced. The emerging p o l i t i c a l  e l i t e  promised , t o  achieve these  
goale and '  gradually uni ted  t h e i r  achievement' t o  the  winning of 
independence: economic development would proceed even more rapidly  
once Africans 'were i n  command of t h e i r  own destiny1 Thus t h e  
p o l i t i c a l  mobil'ization of t h e  African masses .' represented an 
af f i rmat ion of modernization, not an a t a v i s t i c  appeal f o r  a r e t u r n  t o  
pre- colonial^ condit ions - jus t  a s  was t r u e  f o r  independence 5movements 
i n  o ther  par t8  of the  vorld. 

I 

As African nat ional iak  gained momentum dbr'ing the  p d s t r a r  ykar i ,  
t h e  colonia l  governments a t  f i r s t  . used repredsive measures. Where 
violence f l a r e d  it was suppressed by force.  There' were s t r i k e s ,  
r i o t s ,  and %unres t  i n  many area8 - Ghana, Ivory coast, '  Cameroon, t o  
name * a  few - and open rebe l l ion  i n  severa l  colonies. , ,  .Thousands .of 
people -- more than f i f t y  thousand, according t o  some es t imates  -- 
died i n  the  revo l t  i n  Maaagascar i n  1947, and t h e  Mau. Mau upr is ing i n  
Kenya i n  the  ea r ly  1950 's received world-vide publ ic i ty .  ' Soon, , 
however, European ef - for ts  a t  repression gave way t o  accommodation. 

~nvo lved  i n  f i g h t i n g  co lon ia l  wars i n  o the r  ' p a r t s  of "the globe - 
Vietnam, 'Algeria, Ualaya, ~ u e z  -- and forced t o  recognize t h e  
consequences of t h e i r  deple tedL wealth and power, both. ~ r i t a i n  and 
France were understandably ' f ea r fu l  of being drawn i n t o  + g u e r i l l a  wars 
of indeterminate length with d isaffec ted  African populations. For 
these and other  considerat ions,  they began t o  plan f o r  a t  peaceful 
t r a n s f e r  of p o l i t i c a l  sovereignty which would ,damage a s  l i t , t l e  a s  
possible the  o ther  t i e s  'binding t h e i r  colonies. r 

Beginning ili 1957 with Ghana, led by Kwame Nkrumah, B r i t i s h .  and 
French colonies h Africa were accorded i n t e r n a l  s e l f  4overnment and 
then independence i n  rapid  succession, i n  some, instances more rapidly  
than African leaders  themselves might have wished. It i s  s i g n i f i c a n t ,  
however, t h a t  when the  Union Jack and the  ~ r i c o l o r e  came do& .over 
government buildings,  o ther  f l a g s  remained f ly ing.  These were the  
ensigns of shipping companies, t rading f i rms,  and banks, which 
remained under European control  and, with few exceptions, r e k i n  so t o  
the  present  day -- a theme t h a t  w i l l  be discussed f ~ l ~ l o w i n g .  

There were important exceptions t o B  t h e ,  expeditious t r a n s f e r  of 
eokereignty on +acconmtodat ing terms. Belgium' and Portugal f a i l e d  t o  
apprecia te  the  rea l i smr  of B r i t i s h  and ~ r e n c h  s t r a t e g i s t s .  B,elgians 
long maintained a -  f a l s e  sense of . secur i ty ,  . con£ ident  i n  t h e  
farsightedness of t h e i r  s t r a tegy  of not crea t ing e l i t e  .cadresk (which 
must 'be  accounted a success, f o r  only '  aeveral  dozen Congolese had 
graduated from' col lege  a t  the  time of independence and t h e r e  were no 
African' physicians, ' engineers, agronomists. ' o r  a d y  o f f i c e r s )  . In  
1960, i n  the  wake of d isorders  ,'" Belgium .reversed 'course and granted 
the  'Congo independence with almost no a preparat ion.  ' The, country 
collapsed i n t o  c i v i l  war and anarchy and Congo, now Zaire. has never 
recovered from t h e  debacle, d i s a s t e r  coypounded by the  d i c t a t o r i a l  and : 
corrupt misrule o f t p r e s i d e n t  Mobutu Sese Seko. 
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': '.,' T& ~ ~ l a z k t ~ ~ e k a k o  I dic ta to r sh ip  , , .  in‘ , : ~ d . = k ~ s & l  $&adfast ly . refused,  
tb' cbnceiie , the'  r i g h t  #'of ~ k r i c a n s * .  , to  'self  -determiiiition, ' +  c l a i i i n g  t k a t  

. t h e i r  c 6 l o d i i s  were %nt e g k l   province^ of Portuga'l . There' vere l a rge  
numbers of ~ o r t u ~ u e 6 e " ' d e t t  l e r s  i n  ~ < ~ o l a  (@35,'000 by t h e '  19708) ' and 
&+mbiqiier (t220,OOO ' by ' the  ' 1970s)' t o ,  ' sus ta in :  , the  , government$',s. 
d e t k r m i n i t i d t b  r e s i s t  ~ f r i c a n  l i b e r a t i o n , m o v ' ~ e n t 6 ,  but ' :vi ' r tual ly no 
s e t t l e r s  in' Guinea v h e ~ e '  ~ o r t u g a l  was l i k e v i s e  forced $0 f i g h t  , l e ~ t  
gi.inting Guinea 's' 'independence8: atand a:a, 'a  precedent  f o r  the  :'two much 
l@i&er ahd ' bore '*valuhble '  c0fonie8;~ . 'The three co lon ia l  wars la8teii 
u n t i l  '1 974, ' when ~or tugue ' se  army o f f i c e r s  vho '~,despdired of continuedi, 
f i g b t  idg  toppled ,.the'; caetano ' regime and expedited the independence. o f .  
t h e ' ~ f i i c a n  ,. . ,  , .  , co lonies .  *st+ of t h e  Portuguese h e t t l e r s  i n  ~ n g o l a  z , - %  and 
Mozambique f l e d  t o  Portugal,  l e a v i n g  behind ~uine'd.economies t h a t  the,  
vic td r iobs  ~ f r i c a n ? '  l i b e r a t i o n ,   movements ' &v.e y e t  .. t o  r e h a b i l i t a t e . ,  
~ n i o l a  .and '~ozknbique lack educated and ski l ' led  people .and. the  
f inancia1 I resources,,  A ". needed t o  r e p a i r  and rebui ld ,  '.and . a r e  .'plagued by 
ongoing warfare with $oppositi6n groups which a r e .  supported :by, South 
Af rCca t o  keep the  countr ies  des tab i l i zed  and counteract  the  inf luenc,e':. 

, , h i  
I "  . - 

of Russians and cuban's. ' - '  " , . , ,  , : .+. A 

- Portrig&l,@s 'intrans(i=i,c,e . with respect  t o  ~ n g d l a  Ad ~ o z a m b i ~ u e ,  
lo ig  :s&tved - ' to  p rd tec t  the,  ' r i * t i r k ~ t i i  o f  ' the  ~225,000 whi tes  i n  
(S@'"thetn) ~ ~ o d e s i a  vho t o o k  pre-emptive ' a c t i o n '  i n  1965, ,  u n i l a t e r a l l y  z '  

add ; i l l e g a l l y 1 '  ' d e c l a r i n g  . t h e i r  . ,  independence ](UDI) "from' ~ r i t a i n .  :- 
Saict ions igposed by ' ~ r i t a i n ' a n d  ' o t h e r ,  h a t i o n s  'bad' l i t t l e  * i s  e f ' f e c t  , * a  ou'. I 

the  white - -s&t l e t  ?'regimeb l e d  by ,Jan ; Smith ' 80 .  logg . asl Portugal :and 
S o ~ t h  A£ r i c a  ' supplied > , Rhodesia. 6 j  #. ' .The indepenae'dce ', of. .ndzambique, . 
together - with 'improving m i l i t a r y  ."xeffectivenees'+.on . the  :part  o f  . t h e  

, . 
Afiican l i b e r a t i o n  forces', " turned . the  ' ' t ide,  prompting ~ r i t i g h :  

> - -  
diplomatic a': i n i t i a t i v e s  ' i n  -1979, . ) e  .and .' Zimbab;wels accession : t o  , 

" . * .  a -  , * ,  " , r , Z  II 

independence' i n  -1980 .' ' ' , a m  I +  - ; I ;  , : . f  f~ , a -  

- -  ~d':&turn t o  the : "co;=e periphe=y" mbdel j i i e v i b b h y  described, what .: 
th'e i&derk of ihdependencqe moiement ti', 'captured, & were bequeathed,. 
were the  , * " .  "core". , areas  detieloped' by the  c o 1 0 n i a l ~ ~  powers, . which they " 

- 

haire since maintained much the  s&e ,as before. . I f  a t :  f i r s t '  the  e l i t e s . .  
t h a t r  l e d  the  independence movebents ac ted  i n  v ' b t :  they perceived .as2  - 
t h e i r  .nnations ' best i n t e r e s t ? ,  ' con t ro l  of the  "core" ,a reas  soon .became'. 

1 ,, . 
f o r  ' ' d n y  : leaders  and ' , t h e i r  . entourages the  , means t o  ., personal  
aggrandizement, while::: t the . '  in t -e res t s  . of. peop'le. .giving i n  t h e  
"pe~ iphery"~-  areas were .neglected  much 8 s  t h e y  . had been i n z  c o l o h i a l  
tLmes.'. whether o r  '!not the leaders of the  newly' "independent countr ies ,  
cduld " have ' followed o t h e r  p o l i t i c a l ,  and '. economicm atrategiea:  i s  . a .  

" ' 4  * . a  , . s ,  

matter  of continuing co$troversy.* ' , r , . I ~ . . * , > ~  , d m  . . .  
-."What i s ;  , c,ertain ; i s  : . t h a t  ' ~ u r o ~ e a n  " d  . go\ier$ments a , formulated+ 

contingency plans-' ' that  , were. designed t o ~ p r o t e c t  . and . perpetuate - t h e  
t ' ' l v t  core" ',areas and  t h e i r  , l ings  t o  t h e  " metropoles .:. France 's. po-licy of ,j 
"balkanization1' , i s  : the-  . ' i m ~ t  ' b l a t a n t  . tixample. P r io r  %to grant ing 
indepehdence'  t o  ' , i t s  'colonies, , ,  i~rance:  ' dismant b. ,. . . l = d d  i t s  ,,West A f  tica 
federa t ion 8 t e r r i t o r i e s )  , add. Equatorial  .: Afr ica ;  ;, f e d e r a t i o n  + (4 . 
t e r r i t o r i e s )  ' t o  ensure t h a t  i t  would &f terwardd d e a l  vith +each.  country 
on' a one-to-one bas i s  (an ,,'.elephant andi s" mouse) , not with a : West; 

I I . I  

~f  r i can  :fedetat ion ' w i t h i  & ~ f  F i a n c e ' s  pbpuletion .+that might "have,-=de : 
c o b o n  ' cause with' the  asmaller,  f edera t ion '  .and Madagascar . in  dealing,  -.. 
with France, Eu~ope ,  ' and'- t h e  re& of,  the .world. '   ore. character ip t  i c  

" 5 "  

of !'- t h e  ' p e r i o d '  of ' dec6lohiiat  ion Geie'  the '  piof  G s i o n a l  and' .:personal ,. 
'1 , '- . " , ,  3 ,  
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i n i t i a t i v e s  ' taken by French and B r i t i s h  a & i n i s t r a t o r s ,  miss ionar ies ,  
educators, businessmen, and o t h e r s '  t o  smooth the  t r a n s i t i o n  t o  
independence and f o s t e r  continuing t i e s  a f  tervard. 

During t h e  period leading up t o  'independence f o r  the  African 
colonies, France joined with West Germany, ' I t a l y ,  Belgium, t h e  
Netherlands, and Luxembourg t o  c r e a t e  the  European Economic Community. 
(EEC) , o r  "Common Market ." The Treaty of Rome establilihing t h e  EEC i n  
1957 incorporated t h e  European s t a t e s '  respect ive  colonies a s  
a ssoc ia te  members. What t o  do concerning t h i s  a f f i l i a t i o n  became one 
of the  most' important i s sues  confronting the  African s t a t e s  on 

* 8 

a t t a i n i n g  independence. " A  c I 

With t h e  except ion' of .Sekou of' ~ u i n e a - ~ o n a k r ~ ,  the  leadere  
of the  former French, I t a l i a n ,  and ~ e l g i a n  colonies decided> t h a t  it 
was i n  t h e i r  na t ions '  beet* i n t e r e s t s  t o  maintain a f f i l i a t i o n  wi th  t h e  
EEC, along with c lose  p o l i t i c a l ,  economic, 8ocia1, and c u l t u r a l  l i n k s  
with t h e i r  former metropoles. They thereby perpetuated both t h e  long4 
e x i s t i n g '  "core-periphery" r e l a t i o n s h i p s *  between metropoles and 
colonies a i d  t h e  recent ly  es tabl ished 'supra-nat iona l  EEC associa t ion.  
Eighteen former African colonies formally r a t i f i e d  a convention of 
associa t ion with the  EEC on December 20,. 1961; which'became e f f e c t i v e  
on June 1, 1964. 

Interdependence and r e c i p r o c i t i e s  'are ' the  key ,elements . df .the 
aasocia t  ion, which is subject  t o  ' renegot ia t ion  every f i v e  years.  
European countr ies  r e t a i n  pr iv i leged acces8 'to African market e f o r  
t h e i r  manufactures and o the r  commodities, while African s t a t e s  a r e  
guaranteed 'sales of speci f ied  q u a n t i t i e s  of primary products a t  higher 
than world market pr ices .  In  add i t ion ,>  the  EEC provides African 
nations with development funds, technical  ass is tance ,  and o the r  
benef i t s  over and above what France o r  o ther  countries.may~provide t o  
former colonies'  on an individual  basie: + I h 

Whet her ' the  foregoing arrangements represent  , se l f  -serving 
expediency and the  perpetuation of : colonia l  . dependency 
("neo-colonialism") o r  a sens ib le  bargain, negot ia ted  by, far-sighted 
African leaders  remains i n  the  balance. For the  new African S t a t e s ,  
the  'daunting a1  t e rna t  ive  of cu t t ing  economic l inks  with European 
metropoles band the  EEC would have meant enter ing world markets i n  
competition with 'Asian and Lat in  American countries . a t  a time of4 
declining p r ices  ' f o r  primary products. A s  discussed ; following, t h e  
provision* t h a t  the  associa t ion with the  EEC i s  renegotiable -on a f i v e  
year bas i s  has be'en of considerable signif icance.  , 

3 

'1 

Independence and af t e w a r d s  . ' T h e  new ~f r i can  :el%& took power w i t h  an 
overwhelming popular mandate and endeavored t o  achieve the i r ip romises  
t o  'speed modernization. Whatev-er n a t i o n a l i s t  leaders '- p r i v a t e  
assessment6 of economic prospects  may have. been, they had sold- - .and 
oversold - c i t i z e n s  of t h e i r  countr ies '  on the  prospects of rapid  
economic development and had no a l t e r n a t i ~ e ~ b u t  t o  t r y  t o  make good on 
t h e i r  promises. During - t h e 4  f i r s t  years of independence African 
leaders benef i t ted  from considerable outs ide  assistance i n  pursu i t  of 
t h e i r  goals ,  a s  the  former colonia l  powers, United Nations agencies, ; 

the f   united iiStates', : ' the Soviet ~ n i b n ,  and 'other i n d u s t r i a l  n a t i o n s .  
proffered f i n a n c i a l  and technical  aid'. But 'within + a  few years,  
economic conditions began t o  d e t e r i o r a t e  i n  most countr ies  ..* -, 

* a -  

* - . *  , 
I 

$ 

I 
* b  

d .  
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Many of , the  development . , p r o g r ~ s  , i n i t i a t e d  ; i n  African c o u n t r i e s  
a f t e r  independence f a i l e d  ' o r  .were r ,  , on ly .  p a r t l y  uuccesaful,  .in many 
ins tances  %or ' the '-same-' reasons , that  %any pro jec t s  " ,  bad,  . f a i l e d  :or been 
disappointing during ,: t h e  colonial' f e w  :exportable resources, 
shortages of , s k i l l e d p  and ' educatea people, . i n f e r t i l e  - s o i l s ,  droughts ,# 
pes t s ,  :end plant .  a d  l ives tock '  d iseases  ..: These* obs tac les  t o ,  economic 
developmekt - had ' !  n~t"~di&'nibhed , v i t h  independence . . . .  ' . and . could not: be 

- overcche wi th  z e a l ~ a n d - d e t e r m i n k i o n  alone..,. , > , ? .  , .  h .  * 

The 'planning , a n d  ' impl,+e~itat ion.  of ' 'deve'lbpmeit programs : vere  
complicated by t h e ,  p r e d e l i c t  i o n '  .of many' leaders,  f o r  .experiments i n  
"Af xican Socialism"; having 'experienced some of the  worst excesses: of 
"robber baron capi ta l i sm,  " they vere determined t o  ,, t r y '  nev . economic 
and s o c i a l  : ' i n i t i a t ives .  ' ' ~ m ~ l e m e n t a t i o n  of .:"planned1'- iconomies * and 
governmeat'-mhhge+',~ e n t e r p r i ~ e s .  ' ( p ~ k a s t a t a ' l s  1, had , t h e  .consequence of 
imdosing ins'uperable burdens .on 'inexperienced , admipistr.ators , And 
there were , too  kew economists, agronomists, , technicians, and +,:other 
s k i l l e d  :personnel  required ' for .  e f f j c i e n t  ' m b i l i z a t i o n ' ,  of resources, 
even when t h e i r  numbers v e r e  ' bols tered  ', by ou t s ide -  ''experts', - - which ,: 
l a t t e r b  vere 'sometimes'~equal1y inexper ienced  and;.mistaken - ina  t h e i r .  
judgments'. % I n  some instances ' donor .c'ountriea funded,, unfeasible - 
pro jec t s  o r  'su'pplied inappropr ia te  technology and equipment. G . " ., e L  :I "- 

Fai lu res  and disappointment 6 led ,  t o  disi l lusionment hnd- loss of 
confidence' i@ goverken$ leaders.  A S ,  time: passed ' the re  was increas ing 
p rof i t ee r ing  and 7-,'burekkcratic c o r r u p t i o n  ' i n  .many c'buatries. , And, * *  

uafdrtunately f o r  ,Africa, the  f lov  o f  . , '- fore'ign a i d "  :and3 investment. 
provedh far  l e s s  than an t i c ipa ted ,  ' a s  'donor countr ies .  b*ecamev- 
preo=cupied wi th  .o the r  part 's-  of ' the, vokld ( e  .g .,. ' , the ,  ~ ~ d l e , , E a s t  and 
Viet ..'Nan) :and inves to r s  became ' increas ingly  ,wary . of , 

w involvement, i n  
p o l i t i r a l l y  'uns table  l e s s  developed countries. .  -... j - , ' * ,  . . .  , - 

-' ~ t a g i c i l l y ,  ' too, 'during the"l960s ' ~ £ = i c a ~  Ccono,iies 'were adversely: 
a f fec ted  by e r r a t i c  and general ly decl in ing,  world market pricest: i n  
&mary pioducts . 1- ' p r i c e  decl ines  v i t h  concomitant 10s-6a of revenues 
forced :- -gbvernmi?hts , t o  c k t a i l ,  ' development " , and  ' reduce i 
expenditures: on' schools ,.. medical ' f a c i l i t i e s  ,, a n d  'o ther ,  government 
se rv ices ,  :to +the cons t e rna t ion '  o f  t ~ e i r  -- ' .c i t izens .:,, , The :.quandries 
confronting African decis ion maker's may', be: 'appreciated from s t a t i s t  i ca  - ,  

concerning t h e  dec l ine  'of primary product p r i c e s  from ,the . peak #years  : 
i n  the' 1950s ,+ t h e  mid-19608'; ' ~ e . ~ .  , teii pr ices  f e l l  m.16%,.*coffee 19%,; ! ,  
cot ton 543%, s i sa l  ' 59X,  ' and between - 1'955 and $965 t he  price, '*of. cocoa-., : 
f e l l :  :from ~ ' f  500 pe r  ton  t o  l e s s  than- f 90. . ~ r k r e a s e d ' ,  production t o  h', 

of f  s e t  f a l l i n g  p r i c e s  had'* the  'consequence of g l u t t i n g  world markets, 
contr ibut ing t o  f u r t h e r  p r i c e  declines.  With suchdisappointments -and 
vorsenidg' 'economic conditi'ods v , .  : 'few ""fathers of their ' , . :  countr ies ,  ''..: 
vhether George Washington' o r  **the ' Nkrumah, c o u l d  ,ha\res. r ea l i zed  - the  i,s a 

I .  " X . ,  - 
i n f l a t e d  :expectat'ions d f  t h e i r  people.' , . : ' 

% ..,<.. , .  . s t <  , + .  . . ' $ ,  r s . >  . . . , :  . m u  

!?Few * d i d  Kwame Nkiumah was rewved  fkom t h e ,  president):, by  members :+: 

of - Ghana's ahGed' ' forces* '  a t  the ,  beginning.  of -1966, one of ..a wave .of:: i 

- army cpup d ' e t a t  s in," . the .  mid-1960s t h a t  swept ' .from power many of the  r -  
men!who had - led  t h e  r''independence movements i ..Those ::who :organized *the : . , coups i c a p i t a l k e d  "on, growing , b i s i l l i b i b + n t .  .in . the : over-expec-tant s * d  

hopes f o s t k e d '  by leaders. " . 'the f r u s t r a t i o n s v  engendered: %by .single . ' - ,  

p a r t i e s '  ' s t i f  l ing dissent; +:',the d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  i qf  f azmers : p i t h  + atke.. 
marketing :boards, ' which purchased, cash  ; croids,,:. and the,  ; widespread.:.:: 
knowledge t h a t  inany''~'1eader's !and% inembeis' 'of government had betrayed 
t h e i r  t r u s t  by personal extravagance and aggrandizement, by fostering 
nepotism, and by o the r  corrupt p r a c t i c e s .  
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The army - o f f  i c e r s  (and i n  some ins tances ,  non-co~mnissioned 
o f f i c e r s )  who swept p o l i t i c a n s  from power represented  another  segment 

9 of t h e  nev e l i t e  but one no b e t t e r  q u a l i f i e d  by t r a i n i n g  o r  experience 
t o  cope 'with manifold economic and s o c i a l  chal lenges.  Few m i l i t a r y  
leaders  )were more success fu l  than the c i v i l i a n s  t h e y c d i s p l a c e d .  The 
most g ross ly  inep t  and oppressive d i c t a t o r s  included two m i l i t a r y  men: 
I d i  Amin Dada of Uganda (1971-1 979) and Jean-Bedel Bokassa (1966-1979) 
of t h e  Cent ra l  ' Afr ican  "Empire;" t h e y  and Nguema Masie ~ i " ~ o t o  
(1968-1979) of Equator ia l  Guinea squandered t h e  v e a l t h  of t h e i r  states 
and t e r r o r i z e d  t h e  c i t i z e n r y .  

L . Since t h e  mid-1960s t'here have8>been m i l i t a r y  take-bve=s .:in 
coun t r i e s .  , .*Some coun t r i e s  a f te rwards  r e tu rnea  t o  ' c i v i l i a n  ' ru le ,  e .g . , 
S i e r r a  L e o n e ,  i n  1968 a f t e r  'a s e r i e s  o f '  coupsT;. Nigeria  ' in '1979; '"and . 
~ h & a  ' i n  1977 ,and 'September.> 1979 ( r e v e r t i n g  t~ mip l i t a ry  % & l e  i n b  June 1 
1979. and December 1981 ) . Only: a handful,  ' of Af r i c a n  l eade r s '  who : O '  

. founded independence movements : survived t h e  : '1960~ and 1970s ,'" a 
d i s p a r a t e  .  group , espousing d i f . fe rent  .idea log ie s  and methods  of r u l e  , 

t h a t ,  defy  : ca tegor i za t ion :  : F e l i x  Houphou'et-Boigny+- of Ivory ' coas t  ; ' 
Ahmed Sekou-Toure of Guinea-Conakry , J u l i u s  Nyer'ere ; o f '  Tanzania, ' " 

I 

Bastings 'Banda , of .Malawi, S i r :  Dawda. Jawara o f   the'^ Gambia2, and hos t  
remarkably,, Leopold S.. . Senghor o f  Senegal who ' resigned i n  1'981 ," , the  1 '  

r "  b t. t 

only l e a d e r  ye t  v o l u n t a r i l y -  t o  : r e l i n q u i s h  +power t o  ' ensure- '  a : '  smooth' 
' 1 . 1 - r  i * ,  I I ,  , ". ' . ,  # e t r a n s i t i o n  . for  ,a successor .  , 

There  were some :notable "success s t o r i e s "  i n  "the '1960s :and l"h0s'. I 
* ,  

Pres ident  F e l i x  Houphouet-Boigny iof :$Ivory .Coast '  s a g e l y  o r c h e s t r a t e d , '  ' 
French a i d  and investment ' t o  expand expor ts  - i n  :cof fee .  cocoa,,  ' timber, , 

and o t h e r  commodities, g r e a t l y  expandedn the.-'counqtry 's in f  r a s t r u c t u r e , ' ~  , '  

and , spurred t h e  $development ; of processing p l a n t s  and o t b e r  i n d u s t r i e s  .* 
, . 

pres iden t  d . Jomo Kenyatta..of Kenya, who h a d  been' imprisoned by B r i t a i n  
I1 during t h e  ,*, +.& , Hau Mau "Emergency, . s i m i l a r l y  encouraged European 

investment,  a s s i d u o u s l y ,  promoted t o u r i s m ,  and ; Apresided *over ' ' a  
govermknt  t h a t  r i v a l l e d  Ivory Coast a s  t h e  most c a p i t a l i s t  -o r i en ted  ' . 
i n  Afr ica .  . Nairobi a n d  Abid janl,. became cen te r s  **of  - #  4communications, 
t r a d e ,  and banking and t h e  Afr ican  headquarters  of many European and.  
American f i rms;  a s  such, they f u r t h e r e d  t h e  progress  of ~ e n y a '  and* , 

Ivory Coast a s  "regional  cores ,"  b u i l d i n g '  on developments from 
a .  co lonia  1 times . * I  . .  ' ~ i g e r i a , * '  t he  : m i s t ,  ,populous , Afr ican  ' s t a t e .  - was .thrkateriedL'*'+6ith,,  , 

d i s i n t e g r a t i o n  b y  t h e  Biafran *:War (1967-1970)~. :butlQqemerged w i t h  ..a ,, ' 

rev ised  ' f e d e r a l  system incorpora t ing  n ine teen  s t a t e s  * t ha t s ' -  shared ' '  
I ' 6  

powers f o m e r l y  a l l o c a t e d  t o  t h r e e  p o l a r i z e d  regions.   h he n a t  i o n r i d e  ' ' 

disbursement. of revenues from o i l  product ion ha8 spurred economic."and * ' 

s o c i a l a a  well, as  p o l i t i c a l  i n t e g r a t i o n .  . ,Niger ia% i t s e l f  r e p r e ' s e t s  ' '  

t he '  most , important "regional  core" :in t ropi 'caal  Afr ica ,  and: Nigeria  'and '' ' ' 

Ivory Coast ac t ing  i n  concert  p r o v i d e d t h e  p r i n c i p a l  impetus * f o r  , t h e  
c r e a t i o n  'of t he  Economic ' community of West A£ r i c a n  " S t a t ' e s  (ECOWAS)' ' i n  

s *  , 

1975 . . ' , *  , a  

, . I t  t ; . . 
< ; ; ' % ,  

:Other ~ ' f r i c a n  s t a t e s :  ,,were gene ra l ly  . l e s s  w e l l  -endowedG :wi th  ' ' - -  I 
resources,  l e s s  fo r tuna te ,  i n  the  e l i t e s  leading t h e i r  governments, o r  I 
a coinbination bf  these  and o t h e r -  f a c t o r s .  . E l i t e s  .in some of  ttie ' -  I 
poorest count r ies  concentrated on r e t a i n i n g .  lor captur ing , ' j the  "core" 

' 

a reas  f o r  t h e  advantages t o  be der ived  i n  jobs, housing,' s c h o o l s , ~  
medical ke rv ices ,  and o the r  amenit ies ,  abandoning even the  .preten'se of - 
f o s t e r i n g  ixnprovement*~ i n  , the l i v e s  . of people l i v i n g  i n  t h e  - + 

5. "peripheral"  regions of t he  coun t r i e s .  1 i  



' ;- 
* -. 
Economic condit ions voteened i n  v i r t u a l l y  e l l  Afr ican  s t a t e s  

m " C 

during : t h e  .1970a and., ea r ly  19800. ,' Primdry product p r i c e s  ' were 
depressed i n  r o r l d  pa tke t s ,  'while . a ~ s e i v e  increases i n  * :o i l  v 

rrired , energy : c o r t r  nenotmou8 ly ,:and' con t t ibu ted '  t o  s p i r a l l i n g  
d r t s  of manufactuted ptoducts .' Conditions i n  numerous countries '  were . 

ewCerba ted  'by :na tura l  , a n d  humaarau~ed disas ters . ,  During t h e  l a t e  
1960s and .l970s ,drought ravaged rahe l i an  countr ier3  f tom ~ s u r e t a n i a  sand 
Se&gal to Ethiopia - and Somalia : Other countr ies  were ' l ikewise'  
cif f l i t tea &by sporadic droughts ,  by  locur ta ,  and by: epidemics o f  h h n .  
a n d  + l iue r tock  -di8ease. , countr ies  were etnbt6iled in'  warfare i 
Wari of " ' l i b e r a t i o n  i n  Angola, Moz&inbique, ~ ~ i n e a - B i s i a ~ , ' : : & a d  ' 

Rhodesia/Zkbabve; v a r  + over . t he  d i spos i t ion  of the - t e r r i t o r y  -and - 
people of :' Spanirh ~ a h a r a ;  vats*+, between 1 Ethiopia aad Somalia, uyand :, 
Tanzania :and. ~ ~ a n d a ;  ; and. interfiecine . conf l i c t s  i n  countr ies  such ''as'. 
ughhd,a,; Angola, . &d L j  :Chad,.were .. - : not 6 n l y  des t ruc t ive  f o r  the  'Eountiies'  : 

I 

concerned,:. biit epawned thourandr of .refugeeas , d i 6 h p t e d  tail and road 
c o h u n i c a t  rons, ' i n t e ~ f  e r e d  with. ptograms t o  e rad ica te  humah had animal: . , *  

diseases ,  . etc. ,  a l l  !of vhicLh had..eerious, consequence8 for 'ne ighbor ing '  
countr ies .  I n  1982, t h e  .Phelps..8t6kes Fund e e t i ~ t e d  t h a t  thete '  were ,,, - 

2" " " 8  6.3 mi l l ion  refugees i.n Africa.  .. *,.. . - ' : j . . ,  , I ,  
' 6  i 

~ n d i v i d u a l l y  and,, co l l ec t ive ly  A£ r i c a n  governments .could  do lit; l e  
t o  ; ' preVent , i A o r .  '. , r e so lve :  , t h e r e c - -  conf l i c t8  -o r  ; ameliorate the i r  .. 
consequences. *, ,.The Organitat i n  o f  Af t i c a n :  Unity", (oAU) was: f ounaed i'nL 
1963 v i t h ' a  ' =hake;' t o  "promote' uxiity and s o l i d a r i t y  "modg : A f i i c i n  ! 

states ' ' ;  however, :governments *are  : unwilling t o  ''permit ~ i b t  erf erence i n  
.L 

t h e i r  'domestic m a t t e r s ,  and..Greluctant;.to .. 'intervkne  in winter-state *; 

coif  l i c t s .  ,   he' OAU sec re ta r i a t : ,  i n  Addis Ababs lacks  : ~ u b s t a n t i v ' e  : 

powers'. vhich . ,  ere ' :e f fec t ively , :  reserved t o  - :heads-of -st a te8  meetings a .  • 

where :it hasL of t en  :been impossible:. ' to  * . . reach1 coneensus o n  ' c r i t i c a l  - 
-1 I_ a 

iss$es, ,,.. o r , , :  i f  , decisi-ons a&' reached, t o  'obta in  , the  s! support : br : . 4 

coniplia'nce o f  member.,states a f t e rvkrds . - :  I f  t h e t ' 0 ~ ~ ' a -  r o l e d  i s  a t  ' . 
l a r g e l y  8ymbolic, it serves  8s a ' valuable :for@ and ' a s -  'an 

. .  . - d  , L ;,. , , k .  
, I  . 8 

- 
emblem: of ,. the  g a a l .  of cont inent-wider unity.  , . *  . ,  . 

b ' 

' ~ x C e ~ t :  ; f o r  countries producing o i l ,  s teeply  r i l i ihg prices'  fer 
p e t ~ o l e u m  productsi . a l l  : but bsnkiupted many, ~f r i c i n  -staettis 'during :the , 

1970s ' and., 1980s. . The. Organizat ion of : ~ e t r o l e & ; ~ x p o r t i n g  ' countr ies  , ' 
- 

(OPEC) . obtain& a A fourbfold increase  ' i n  o i l  p r i ces  i n  1973-1974, ana C 

by '1980 a ba r re l  of o i l  cost f i f t e e n  times what it had cost' i n  ,1973: ' 

Many .Afr ican s t a t e s  were .forced t o h  expend :moteo t h a n ,  f i f t y  *,per cent '  bf : . - 
t h e i r - .  fore ign exchange earnings  ?on petroleum prodUctb ' and" borrowed 
heavily 'from ..banks" % t h a t  + were ''recycling" OPEC deposi ts  6 ' o i l  price" ;- 
r i ~ e s  : con t t ibu ted~ ,g rea t ly  $ , t o  world: i n f l a t i o n ,  increaniag t h e  -p r i ces  of , .s; 

manuf a c t w e d  goods, :while ; the  deepening world rkcesbiod contributed t o  Ir 

a decl ine  * .  , - i n  -;purchases; :of .primary :products and ' fu ' r theri  ' depressed , , 

pr ices .  - In  ,1982 i t  , was,$. estimated , t h a t  terms of trade,  f o r  ,'; 
ptodu~t A' % ;6is-+->i* ., manuf ac turesT .had decreased by ' 30% in the bte$iobs '- : u 

, ' decade Many: African . countries , t ime *and again were 'unable - t o  'meet , , 

goveihmedt payrol ls ,  reduced s o c i a l  services ,  and c ,u r t a i l id  .' 
L 1 I- , , -  

development pro j e c t r  , especia l ly  : i n .  "peripheral" areas.  The tmoney', +'f .L 

many  countries is, no. {;longer <, f r e e l y  ', 'convertible i n t o .  leadingb wo.=,ld , 
5 , I  curr 'encies, . e  notable;;.exception~*~beifig: , t he  CFA f r a n c  , ,u ied- .  by ";'. 

~renc*~eaking;  countries -,and . backed by !* t h= a Bank' "of ~ r a h c e .  ' ,, "Asbank .+ 

deb t s  .:come - due, many govertlments - ;are forced- to '  ' tes;hedule, paY4ientq * Y 

incurr ing ,: heavy, burdens o f :  indeb tednes  * tha t  pobrer  count t ies  will, ' 

never . -  be,::; ab le  t o  repay, with consequences tha t  remain t o '  b< ':> , '~ 

determined. ,+ - ..', , , ,  ' " - ?  : 
_ " L " ^ 1  

&@ 
. " )- 2 : *', 8 '. - 
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The devastat ing consequences o i  & r l d  i n f l a t i o n  and concomitant 
depressed p r ices  f o r  primary products combined . w i t h  bureaucrat ic  
mismanagkent may be appreciated from the  predicaments of ones country. 
In 1981, Tanzania spent 60% of , i ts  a export earnings on petroleum 
products. Whereas i n  -1972 f i v e  ton6 of t e a  vould purchase a t r a c t o r ,  
by 1979 t h i r t e e n  tons vere  required; and t h r e e  times a s  many cashew 
nuts  and t en  times a s  much tobacco were needed t o  import a seven-ton 
truck.  Less e a s i l y  desckzbed .,in. .suc_h_,graphic terms 4j.s what t h e  
consequences may be for .  individir'alsw*and f &3l ies  a growing t ea ,  cashew 
nuts ,  and tobacco; During the  same period. s tate-control led companies 
and x g r i c u l  tu ra l '  p ro jec t s  proved .grossly imef f i c i e n t  with many cos t ly  
f a i l u r e s ,  besides which Tanzania -fought an expensive war t o  overthrow 
I d i  Amin Dada, ,a i l .  of which contributed t o  the  v i r t u a l  bankruptcy of 
t h e  country's economy. 

If  huge increases i n  petroleum' p r i c e s  and the  videnipg d i s p a r i t y  
betveen the  ' p r i c e s  of primary products and manufactures were beyond 
t h e  control  of Afr ican governments,; a genera l  decline i n  the r a t e  of.: 
increase  of food production vas not .  I n  the  1960s and 1970s 
development plans generally neglected t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  sec to r  of the  
economy (except f o r '  s t a t e  run farms. t h a t  have general ly -been 
mismanaged, i n e f f i c i e n t ,  and wasteful of resources)  i n  contras t  t o  
investment i n  in f ras t ruc tu re ,  manufacturing ent  e r p r b e s  , hote ls  and 
o t h e r  expensive f a c i l i t i e s  t o  s t imula te  tourism, plus housing and 
o the r  'amenities f o r  government off  ic iaLs  ' and employees. These and - 
other  expenditures, mostly i n  +"coret' a reas ,  , 'stimulated continuing * 

labor ' migration from "peripheral" 'areas,  deplet ing a the  number of 
c u l t i v a t o r s  inh ib i t ing  increased productivi ty.  

A6 economi~ condit ions worsened, governments b=came increas ingly  
concerned t h a t  the  large  numberb of unemployed o r  marginally employed 
people i n  urban areas  would foment c i v i l  unfest  and. r e v o l u t i o n .  To 
f o r e s t a l l ,  o r  respond t o ,  mounting d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  i n  "core" a reas ,  
governments resor ted  t o  maintaining low food . pr ices  by. means ;of food . 
imports (low priced r i c e  from .Asia, notably) and use of American 
f ood-f or-peace aid.  A s  economic condit ions worsened, leaders  ' 
subsidized p r ices  of s t a p l e s ,  adding t o  the  burden of government debt. 

The consequence of such po l i c ies  was t o  discourage food production 
by c u l t i v a t o r s  i n  "peripheral" areas.  Unable t o  compete. with the  
subsidized p r ices  sof food sold i n  '"core" a r e a s  and confronted v i t h  
s p i r a l l i d g  +coats  f o r  farm equipment and spare p a r t s ,  gasoline,  and 
f e r t i l i z e r s  (many of 'which a r e  petroleum-derived) , farmers had l i t t l e  
incent ive  t o  increase production e i t h e r  of foodstuffs  . o r  cash crops, 
and i n  some areas  reverted t o  subsistence cu l t iva t ion .  . I 

i 

'+What h k e s  lagging food production an ' i s sue  of - c r i t i c a l  
s igni f icance  i s  rapid growth i n .  most part,s of Africa. 
S t a t i s t i c s  a r e  unavailable o r  a r e  of dubious r e l i a b i l i t y  f o r  .many 
areas ,  but the  consensus i s  t h a t  the i n  almost a l l  African " , 
countr ies  i s  increasing a t  an 'annual r a t e  of over 2% and t h a t  many 
countr ies  have- r a t e s  of increase over 3% annually. The dilemma f o r  
African governments i s  *how . to  s t imula te  food production i n  
"peripheral"  areas  without r a i s ing  food p r i c e s  f o r  people l iv ing  i n  
11 core" areas thereby r i sk ing  c i v i l  'disorder.  + Where food subsidies 

have been reduced o r  announced, public unres t  has followed. An * 

increase i n  the  p r i ce  of r i c e  .was .a major f a c t o r  i n  -the overthrow of 
the' government@ of . ~ i b e r i a  i n  Apri l  1980, A and , r ice .? :  shortages 
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contributed t o  a coup * i n  ' ~ u i n e a - ~ i s o a u * ~  ~ine.:Hovedbber ' bf ,. t h e  8aqe; year. 
Leaders i n  o t h e i  cothi t r ied  have " ,been ca re fu l  noty t o  .court the sane . 
f a t e .  * : U n i t e d -  N a t i o h a + ~ a g e n c i e s , ' : t h e  World 'Bank,"~USAID," and o t h e r  t 

i n t e r n a t i o n a l  and inat i o h l *  organikat ions, a r e  current  ly according. high 
p r i o r i t y  : t o  ibc tea i ing:  food production i n  Af r ican .  countr ies  ,. l but c. 

pro jocted -population increares 8eem l i k e l y  t o  , surpasr  .agr icul tura l  
product iv i ty  for :  the  ' foreseeable ' futuke, af , foidiag':. - , grimk brobpectun' 

' :  . ,  a ( ,  A , & -  

,. , 

f o= many1 of *'the p o o r e s t  nat ion8 . j ~ , ; ,  *a . . 0 

; +  : None : of $*the-- 'foregoing * i d  unique  t o  Africa. Such are ;&&a 
I )  

pat'tetna ' in ' r"thir i i" '  'end "fourth" %world coun t r i e s  on other cunt inento 
a d d s d n e t i t u t ' e  t h c j p r i n c i p a l  irmues lassocihted with t h e  %orth-South" - A '  ' d & * l o & & X $ & ~ ~  d e e l o p e d  and, * les~ 'deve loped  nht ions .  Unique t o  ' t he ,  - 
if t h a n  n' c&it inent  ,* ' hovever ,:' ark' the  congerie'a of .,intractable problems ' 
associa ted  v i t h  vhite-ruled South Africa,  e&n&ically.  the  most 
p o w e r f u l L ' r t a t e  on t h e  hfrican continent ,  *where -4.7 mil l ion .whites* 
con t ro l  :the d e s t i n i e s  of 20 n i l l i o n '  ~f r icans  , '3 . ' a i l l i o n .  Coloureda 

m 

(people* of :mixed a n c e s t r y )  , and 1 mi l l ion  people of As ian  descen t .  . 
* 

S o u t h  A f r i c a  aomiliates southern and c e n t r a l  Africa wi th  i t s  mining 
a n d  i n d u s t r i a l  economy, i ts  productidn 'of aurplos - food ' : g r k l  with low .. 
paid. African .:labor,: a n d  by , the  economic * influence:  - i t  : wields .  from 
employment - of :'migrant laborers  I i -  I, from' other  ,'8countrico. Socitb ~ f r i c a  
aads t 6  ' these ' advantages by /I pol icies '  which d e s t a b i l i z e ,  :&d d i sun i t e  a 

neighboring:: African s t a t e s  bp means: .'(of e c o ~ ~ c  ' and : l , i t i c a l L  
pressures.  ~ o u t h , > f r i c a n "  a u p ~ ~ t ,  f o r  o p p o r i t i o n '  xiovkntr such a s :  
UNITA;, i n  dngola l e d  .'by ' 3okd Savimbi andlethe &z'smbiq& : Resistance: 

.L - 
Movement (HBn) ' impede nat ional  , ' *un i f i ca t ion  a n d  econmic  'deGelopment, , .  , 

and sabotage of commudir8tions n e t v o r k s  "by : i c ~ ~ b e r s  *.of opposit ion 
groups f o s t e r s  ~cor i t inuing dependence'on* , . South",Africa . . , ,  's*..railwaye . and" 

* i '- , b  , 
, , . "  > 1, 

por t s  . a ' *  -. . . - A  - . . 
t i  

* 

,.-. South - : , : * ~ f  t i c a "  s . in te rna l '  pol i=ies ,  modt nbtab"ly ~ o a r i h e i d , ,  
( separa t ion of r aces ) ,  :' t h e x  ex'fiusion o f  ~ f r i c a n s  from South African 

1) 

c i t i i en ' sh ip ,  an3 the  '-c 'reat i o d ' o f '  '"independent" . African.  " r a t e l l i t e  : 'I 

s t a t e s ,  ;-,area. condkne'd by' ' African' . countr ies  and most of .' the , other  : 
nations [of + t h e  vorld.' y e t  . ' ne i the r  Africans " l iv ing  ,' i n  South'. A£ r i c a ,  I 

.' the'''governinents:': of ' independent ~ f r i c a n  s t a t e s ,  nor thdse of . other  
nations'~have'found+'ef f ec t ive  *means t o  cause ~ o u t h , ~ f  r i c a  t o  change , : i t s  , 
r a c i s t  : policies,.  ' ~ ' ~ ~ p e a l s '  t o .  the  uni ted  t ~ a t i o n s ,  t o  'western European 
countries,'; ' andi  t o  t h e  United,  S t a t e *  a r e  . e f t  ec t ive ly  'neutrol iz ,ed b y  ;, 
countervail ing:  lobbying 'by 'South A f r i c a , '  by the o p ~ ~ i t i o q ; ~ o f  powerfui;, - 1 I 
i n t ' e r n k i o n a l  :business interest6pr0fitin~~~fro~'ptescdt copditioncl.*-in : ~ 
the  :.southern Africa "regionel '~ 'co~el ' .  dokiiattid by South ' ~ f  rice,. and by ~ 
western m i l i t a r y  'analysts  vb >regard  South Africa .as  a n  invaluable I 

b u l v a r k  &gains t - conmiuni?t influence and , subversion i n  ~f rica. . ."Cold - I 
~ a r " ~ ~ " s t r a t e g i s t s  : s k i l l 5  u l l i  secbddedi'by the  . a c t i v i t i e o  of the s o u t h  ;, ~ 

- African ': inf  onia t  ion '!service ' ( including f i l l e r  : mater ia l  provided + I 

American" newspapers' en& teaching material8:  sent  "to ~ c h o o l s )  . s t ress  the., . 
I 

u 
! 

importance ' f o r  the western' " a l l i a n c e  $of $he f l b w  . bf: %trat&icll.. . .. a ! I 
minerals from southern-' and' c e n t r a l  ~ f r i c a  a n d  t h e  '<saf i t y  o f  the  .Cape , 

G , ,  - , 

sea' route,:  both of which 'are current  ly :',"prote"ctedR by: t h e .  s t rongly  ;; 
u '  

anti-coinminist regime in ' :  Sb.utii ., ~f =iCa. ,;~?Chding , oxi .the . p ~ r ~ ~ t ~ d , ~ :  
advantages of the .  s t a t u s  quo, s u c h  'arg&epts: d is regaid  o r  :gloss, ;overp ,! 

I 

, ' ,;' 
the  consequences of *'Sou.th *Africa1 s  internal:  and ex te rna l  ~ o l i c i ~ s 4 , , .  and- ; 
the :  recent -:far-reaching : changesb i n  s&uth=rn - ~ i = i c + :  :the 'ltb;f f erwlL: - 
s t a t e s  ':of '$-Rhodesia; .*Morahbiqueia 'aid ~ n g o l i  hav= ' be6h s c " i p i e d  ibsy, 



f +I and they and other  "Front Line s t a t e s t '  'no& o f f e r  sanctuary fo; ~ o b t h  
African l i b e r a t i o n  movements.. During recent  years the  r a c i a l  
s i t u a t i o n  i n  South Afr ica  has become increasingly polarized. The time 
may not be f a r .  o f f  vhen the re  is  videspread c i v i l  unres t  i n  South 
Africa o r  f u l l  s c a l e  war between South Africa and neighboring s t a t e s ,  
o r  both a t  the-same time. Fev vould v i sh  t o  p red ic t  what p o l i c i e s  the  
vor ld  powers and t h e i r  a l l i e s  may follow i n  such contingencies. 

To , recapi tu la te ,  many inher i tances  from the  colonia l  pas t  remain* 
s ince  independence; aome have been modified; o the r s  a r e  subs tan t i a l ly  
unchanged. I n  the  p o l i t i c a l  sphere, t o  the  Pandora's Box ,of 
European-imposed boundary l i n e s  has been added the  contested 
d i spos i t ion  of the  t e r r i t o r y  o f ' f o r m e r  Spanish Sahara and Libya's 
claim t o  a mineral-rich ? r :  s l i c e  of northern Chad. The 
Ethiopian-Somalian boundary, unresolved i n  colonia l  times o r  following 
Somalia's accession t o  independence, has been the  cause of much 
bloodle t t ing  and mil l ions  of people have been made homeless. South 
Africa has created new boundary l i n e s  by creat2ng African "homelands" 
and* gradually transforming them . i n t o  "independent" s t a t e s  t h a t  the  
world community has refused t o  recognize. South Africa,  moreover, has 
yet  t o  end i t a .occupa t ion  of Namibia, former German South West Africa,.  
which was obtained a s  a League of Nations mandate following World War, 
I. 

In  the  economic and s o c i a l  sphere, leaders  of ~ f r i c a n  governments, 
whatever : t h e i r  p o l i t i c a l  ideology, have maintained the  
"core-periphery" dichotomies inher i t ed  from the  colonia 1 period. They 
and other  members of the  new e l i t e  and ' t h e i r  extended famil ies  
monopolize the p r iv i l eges  of the  colonia l  r u l e r s  they supplanted and 
with whom they continue to- maintain a wide range ' of p o l i t i c a l ,  
economic, soc ia l ,  . and c u l t u r a l  associa t ions .  B y  contras t ,  Africans 
dwelling i n  "peripheral" areas  and lacking '  p o l i t i c a l  influence 
co-ntinue t o  be deprived of resources vis-a-vis the "core" areas .  In  
many countries,  Africans l i v i n g  i n  '"peripheral" areas  lack incentives 
t o  increase production of cash crops o r  foodstuffs  f o r  s a l e  i n  "core" 
a reas ,  andk some have reverted t o  subsistence agr icul ture .  Such 
inequ i t i e s  promote coat inued labor migration to  ' "co're" areas ,  
especia l ly  t o  the c a p i t a l s  of countries where government i s  invariably 
the l a rges t  employer. C i t i e s  i n  many couxitries have sprawling shanty 
towns lacking adequate water supplies,  sewage f a c i l i t i e s ,  medical , 

services ,  and schools; they a r e  inhabited by unemployed and 
underemployed adu l t s ,  root  l e s s  youths who a r e  semi-literat-e and 
unski l led ,  and numerous malnourished children,  -many of ' whom receive 

4 e l i t t l e  schoolxng . 
. 1 

The f u t u r e  derives from the  present-and the  Dast what o f * t h e  fu ture ;  - 
given such daunting prospects f o r  many African countries a t  the  ou t se t  
of the 1980s? Much depends on the  'ending of the  world recess ion and 
the  improvement of p r i ces  f o r  primary products. '  

~ n f  o;tunately f o r  African nations and other  l e s s  developed 
countr ies ,  the World Bank's fo recas t s  f o r  the  1980s and 1 9 9 0 ~ ~ p r e d i c t  - 
low growth r a t e s  f o r  the  world-economy . These projec t ions  mean 
continuing bad times f o r  leeadeveloped s t a t e s  world-vide, especia l ly  
f o r  non-oil producing countriee.  'With general1y"depressed markets f o r  
primary products, the  poorest countr ies  w i l l  be hard-pressed t o  
maintain t h e i r - p r e s e n t  circumstances, -and t h i s  only by ' s ign i f i can t  
improvements i n  governmental ef f ic iency and decision making and 

,?. ? 
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cont inu-ing a i d  *+from , developed , countr ies  ? at current  o r  inc;eab=d 
l eve l s  .' ' pIddeed, ' .  some ' - a ~ l y a t 8 *  : despair  <, that people - in , l e s s  : developed L 

countries,  ' especia, l ly '  those l i v i n g  i n  a reas ,  :can 'improve 
t h e i r  l o t  u n t i l  t h e r e  are '  f at-reaching  structural^ changes . i n  the  vor ld  
economy. " ~ i v e p  . such discouraging pro jec t ions  f o r  . t h e  - foreseeable-  ' - 
f u t u r e ,  much; 'kill : depend on'  the  - c a p a b i l i t i e s  of African , leaders,  i n  
t h e '  policies they :fobnulate ' f o r  i t h e i r  ova - countr ies ,  and .in: the  
 relation^.^ they f o s t e r  ,with ueighboring states and countr ies  .in o the r  I 
p a r t s  . of t h e  world; . : .  , . f , 

~ k s p e c t i s '  f o r  lesd developed couot;ies with o i l  * r e s e r v e s  a r e  
cdnsidcrrbly-  .be t t e r ,  ' given ' ~ o r l d  : Bank p ro jec t  ions f o r  - ongoing' 
increases i n  energy 'pr ices .  In recent  years,  dignif i can t  quant i t i ' e s ,  
of o i l '  have been discovered along t h e  coas ts - ,  o f z  vest: 'and west c e n t r a l  
Africa which ensure add i t iona l  income " f o r  a number of states. ' .   heir I 
strengthened e c o ~ m i e s * ,  can r igo i f  i c a n t  ly : affect those o f  -neighboring 
8 t a t e s  ,- 'from :the remittances of labor .  migrants and f rout .purehasek of a 

foodstuffs  and* o the r  c k d i t i e r  . Nigeria ,and Ivory Coast a r e  already 
at regional  'cores" " for  West Af r ica ; ,  'Cameroon, : Gabon, hand 'Angola : chn 

. 5 , , ; : .  increasingly serve  t h e  same , r o l e  f o r  Ueat C e n t r a l  .Af r i e a  .-:: . ' 

%ny African :countr'ies .poreens , g r e a t ,  mineral wealth; a n d  ongoing : 
prospecting ,has. located ,  important: n e w  deposi ts  i n  recant  y e a r s .  Their  - 
exp lo i t a t ion  a v a i t s  inc reased  world demand. Even modest improvements : 
i n  world . . ,  t r a d e  and more s t a b l e  !prices - f o r  minerals  and .,other "primary 
products .' would be o f "  s ign i f i can t  consequence. f o r .  :,many h f r i c a n  
cou$ries, - a s  would improved 1 in te rna t iona l  c o w d i t y  'agreement sa.:and 
I&-term con t rac t s  negot iate,d a s  pa r t  of the  ''North-South dialogue . " t r  e:,' pred ic tab le  , b 'market : .conditions would * make * v a s t l y  "easiei 'the. 
p*nirig ' , of - government budgets a n d  "expedite -, development3 projects*!. 
Much ;can 'be accomplished i n  .such circumstances by - ,progressive leaders 
capable pf *' 'harw'ssihg A£ ricans ' s t rong commitment . t o  : improved 

, , " . . ,  - l I  . k 7  r ? "  staniiarqs o f  l iv ing .  :, '"' :, . , ,. ', , - I ,  

' Moie' e f f i c i e n t l y  'adminiatered technical  a i d , .  eqiecial- ly a@'al"ied to :  ' 
a g r i c u l t u r e ,  can  r e l i e v e  present and: .projec ted  foodn~ ' . shor tages  and ' 
provide t h e  r e s p i t e  needed t o  , implement measures - t o  reduce  population . 

' .increases.. During the  .past. tvo decades .countr ies  i n !  e a s t  ahd,southx 
Asia have . 'debonstrated . .that , . f e r t i l i t y  r a t e s .  can be o ign i f  icant  l y  
lowered and ' populat ion :increase . slowed vhil 'e  st t h e  s e e  . + t i m e ' ;  -' 

improving a g r i c u l t u r a l  p roduc t iv i ty  i n  condit ions n ~ t \ ~ . d i s s i m i l a r  ~ltd' 
t r o p i c a l  Africa. African countries can f o l l o v  such :exampleb, adapt ing  - 

A * .  and 1: modifying ds ian  and other  programs, ! s t a r t i n g  from much iloircr 
" a population bases - and , populat ion-land r a t i o s .  . - 

* subetalit i a l  increases i n  a g r i c u l t u r a l  productivi ty cazi be -8chieved ,'.' 
C i n  many African countr ies  by the  appl ica t ion of techniques developed %. 

elsewhere i n  the  vor ld  dur ing:  the ongoing "Green : Revolution." ' " ~ o s t  , * 

Africans f a h  : the i r  ovn land, . and the re  a r e  few dis incent ives  'to ': 
( .L . - en te rp r i se  such ' .as :"absentee landlords  jz chronic . indebtedness A t o  u 

mode$-lenders,'" et; . , ;&ha .as e x i s t ,  i n  South Asia and - -els&h&e: ' - 
Lacking f i n a n c i a l  resources and t ra ined personnel,* on1ys.a few Xf rLcan 
countries have . yet  *made ef f ec t ivc  use of th=: Kigh' :yield 2 '  hybrid; ,.' : 

. . u 

f e r t i l i r e f , ~ ,  ,'improved i r r i g a t i o n  techniques, : : .pest  .control measiates ,- 
etc'., pioneered, ' in o ther  p a r t s  of the  ,vorld. H o s t ;  i f .  -not ' a l l  ~ f i i c a n -  ' ,  

countries +can :feed : t h e i r  , , populations sand :more, . and* - sohi: 
countries* have: t h e '  po ten t i a l ' ,  t o -  meet regional  food #needs,: for  the:^^' LI 

0 I p * 

foreseeable , .  . fu ture .  . , Huge, . l i g h t l y  populated Sudan with its:!vast:: s o i l A  ' , 

andf water- resources "may4 become ' t h e  granary of the  Middle East; -; besiiies:::. & 
producing 'much g rea te r  quan t i t i e s  of cotton,  sugar, and other  cash 

. 
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crops t h a n  a t  present .  



I 1  

~f r i c a  ' s sahe l i an  and savanna regions  have enormous poient  i a  1' ';or 
l i ves tock  production t h a t  can be achieved wi th  expanded programs, of 
e r a d i c a t i o n  and con t ro l  of trypanoeomiasis,  r i nde rpes t  , and o t h e r  
d i seases ,  hand by herd improvements through s e l e c t i v e  breeding. Af r i ca  
can c o n t r i b u t e  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  t o  increased  world p ro te in  consumption by 

I g r e a t l y  augmenting present  expor ts  t o  'Europe and t h e  Middle East  and 
by developing markets i n  Eas tern  Europe, Russia,  and south  and East 
Asia. " 

An ' improving world economy w i l l  b e n e f i t  t h e  idirist indus t ry ,  
b l igh ted  by recess ion  and h igher  a i r f a r e s  due t o  increased petroleum 
p r i c e s  and * in f l a t ion .  Notwithstanding t h a t  tourism i s  acknowledged a 

' mixedp b less ing  t o  t h e  coun t r i e s  involved, i t  can b e .  a  va luab le  means 
o f '  acqui r ing  = fo re ign  &exchange f o r  coun t r i e s  wi th  : beaches and game 
parks pro tec ted  flf rom poachers, which a t t r a c t  sun-sta 'ked nor thern  
Europeans on winter  ho l idays  and camera-toting Americans and Japanese. 

The extent  t o  which indiv idual  Af r i can  s t a t e s  will be a b l e  t o  take 
advantage of oppor tun i t i e s  i n  t h e  yea r s  of slow world economic growth 
pro jec ted  f o r  t he  1980s and '1990s i s  problematical .  The pooies t  
s t a t e s ,  e spec ia l ly  those wracked by wars and c i v i l  s t r i f e ,  may repa in  

h I 

impoverished and "undeveloping" f o r  yea r s  t o  come, plagued by 
misgovernance, bloated and i n e f f i c i e n t  bureaucracies ,  bankrupt 
t r e a s u r i e s ,  undisc ip l ined  armies, c o r r u p t *  p o l i c e  fo rces ,  dec rep i t  
i n f r a s t r u c t u r e ,  gross ly  inadequate h e a l t h  and educat ional  programs, 
crime-ridden c i t i e s  i n  the  ,"core" a r e a s ,  bandi t ry  along t h e  roads,  and 
neo-subsist  ence f o r  people l i v i n g  i n  "peripheral"  a reas .  For 
t h e  ' people l i v i n g  i n  , such coun t r i e s ,  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  economic out  l e t s  
w i l l  cont inue t o  be labor  migrat ion t o  a r e a s  of  economic development, 
wherever they may be found, however d i s t a n t  -- a rever  s i o n  t o  
condi t ions  not ' d i s s imi l a r  t o  pre-colonial  times and t h e  +ea r ly  decades 
of c o l o n i a l  rule: 

On t h e  mult i -nat ional  l e v e l ,  i f  t h e  l i ke l ihood  of e f f e c t i v e  
continent-wide leadersh ip  b y r * t h e  Organizat ion of Afr ican  s t a t e s  i s  
problematicalt ,  prospects  Yor r eg iona l  "groupings a r e  q u i t e  promising. 
One ' consequence of t h e  devas ta t ing  196 8-1 973 sahe l i an  ,drought was t h e  
'formation- of a - ~ e r m a n e n t  i n t e r - s t a t e  committee of e igh t  West ' ~ f r i c a n  
s t a t e s  t o  combat drought condi t ions  i n  t h e  Sahel (CILSS) toge ther  wi th  
European donor coun t r i e s  (Club du Sahel ) ,  focusing on food product ion 
and o t h e r  a spec t s  of economic *development. 

 noth her example i s  t h e  s t a t e s  along t h e  senegal  ~ i v e r  <senegal ,  
Mauretania, and Mali) which a r e  working i n  concert wi th  donor 
coun t r i e s  i n  'Europe and the  Middle East and i n t e r n a t i o n a l  agencies  t o  
bu i ld  dams, produce and- d i s t r i b u t e  e l e c t r i c i t y ,  and plan i r r i g a t i o n  
"p ro jec t s ,  which undertakings f o s t e r  t h e  growth'  of a  ' ~enegambia 
"regional  core, " Such combinations of Afr ican  s t a t e s  have c l e a r  and 
over-r iding purposes, and i f    resent arrangements prove unworkable o r  
i n e f f e c t i v e ,  t he  coun t r i e s  involved must needs work toge the r  t o  
develop more s u i t a b l e  organiza t ions .  

On a l a rge r  sphere, t h e  Economic Co&nity of West African S t a t e s  
(ECOWAS),  founded i n  1975 and led by two "regional  cores" (Nigeria  and 
I v o r y  Coast)  and comprising, sixteen s t a t e s ,  has undertaken the  
chal lenge of co-ordinat i n g  economic p o l i c i e s  , and f o s t e r i n g  r eg iona l  
planning by such means as progress ive  lowering of t a r i f f s ,  reducing 
hindrances t o  labor  migrat ion,  and improving road networks. These 
i n i t i a t i v e s  a r e  p a r a l l e l e d  by an o rgan iza t ion  of nine s t a t e s  i n  
c e n t r a l  and southern Afr ica .  The Southern ~ f r i c a n  Development 



Cmrdinat  ion Conference + , (S- 9 f omed . i n  i 980. . includes Apgola, 
"'Wt8&ana,' ~ e b t h o ,  Malawiae :&zmbiqlle,, .Swaziland, -Tanzan ia ,  Zambia, 

Pnd ~imbabrfe'.- "add , has as i t s  : objec t ives '  regional  . dev$loPent .> and 
'- "~cbnoinic 1iberat"ibnJ1 from ,South if rica, the  l a t t e r  ob  j e = t i v e  c e r t s i n  
' t6 b e  opposed b y "  "south ~ f r i c a  by, ,various means. . . Huch depends on. a 

xnodus-:'iiiv&di *ith ' South Af r ica ,  . whether a shdr t  term I1o&ist Ge" o r  
' the-ptogreidive r e c o n c i l i a t i o n  ,of iss(es on a'' loag-tew basic. ' , 

- -  :' : &iikides' -the"." '  ~ n i t e d : '  'Ilations, the most kpo&?t interdagio'hal 
a s soc ia t ion  f o r  wst African.  states, w i l l . , c o n t i n i e  t o  : b e  ;their 
: a f f i l i a t i o n  v i t h  t h e  European ~couoinit  C d * i t y  .. . ,  here w ' ,  have . + e m  
~ n b t i b l e d d c ~ ~ l o p ~ ~ d t s * i n  r e c e ~ k . , ~ e a r s .  B r i t a i n ' s  +en t ry  in to  , . .A' E E C : , ~ ~  

1973 made -its :former colonies ' e l i g i b l e  for asebcia t ioa ,  - most  notably 
~ i ~ t k i a ,  the*"mbst' pbpiilousl skate in ;sub-~aharan,  ~frica; and, 'L i n .  19-80, 

- Zimbabire,,, a n o t b e r ,  gportant *,&riret fo r .  Buropean. i o u n ~ r i e s .  . She former 
' ~ f  r i can  c o l o n i e s '  associated-I  v i t h  %he iptpsnded , .  .EEC . (i0 , countries in 
,' 1982) ' toget her '*+with ' .  former "European coSonies . , . , ,  .in th& West . Eodies and 
' p a c i f i c  ,ocean nbb 'number . m d k  ' thah *s ix ty  , ootions and a r e  ko*llectively 
' termed ' the' CACP' r c b u a t r i e s .  Acting ' ' i n  concert,  the' ' ACP countr ies  

>, f f ,  

- exerc ise  ' . ,far : greater a ,   lout" ""'vis-a-vis  he EEC . coun t r i e s  :, - in 
; lqui@wnnial  negbt iat ions"'  than was, %he , cas= i n  the 1960s. . Besides 
".mandat3ing increaked ' development . funds . the + 1975 and . f 9-BOY , EEC-ACP 
conventions inclirded a f o r  - , the a 4 .  f i r s t  . t& .,&rgency: r e l i e f  fo; t h e  

-pdbrest countr ies  . f rcnn disastrous 'fluctbations'  i n  .work ma&t' pr iSes  
gin c e r t a i n  c o k d i t i e s  '(Stabex' f d r  ' chpnodities . and . 'H&X for 
minerals !'. 'Another bw clause permits. ACP bamf octute'si f .entry ' ' t o  

*:EEC scolntr ies . * . -  If ' .theie h t t e r  SEC , ,c,onckssion is df :only.. token ,. " , - . t j  - '  - . consequence a t  .. . "  present ,  h it +y have"'. & a s l d e r a b ~ e  ' f u t u r e  . , importan~e > < -  , a s  
-ACP c6untri.e; pursue $duf trial $welopmcdt. ' a t  s I ,  . - ,  

l d : ,  :Tfie"foregoing - t e s t i f i e s .  thkt t h ~ , ' c o i o a + a l : '  he r i t ageq . ind i spu tab ly  
'kont inues t o  ' be "of s a l i e n t  ikportance f o r  ' ' ~ f r i ~ a n  countr ies  in 
-economic and poli ,?ical  ; m a t t e r s .  The ,.same .is : t r u e  . i p ;  other  spheres : 
- i n  -e"ndurin< l i n k s  .. i n  echcation, , ' language, . and  , c u l t u r a l  t i e s .  , , t h e  
' l lm~bhbe&~lv . -~f  q .  "shari'd h i s t b r i ~ a l  experi&ces.  -, . . . -- , ; , $-< -~ :< , 

* - .VieLed i n  lasgPr pe r spec t ive ,  A f  ricahi: pr&pects h r ' .  the . ,future 
" 8  % a 

a r e  . % I =iMrtricably2 -linked wi th  . those of hmericahs ' and  people ,  q f j  other 
' *  81 na t idns  'bf the: world, 3 % ', whether "developk$" I o r  :, les,s developed .!' :* For 

; a l l -  b h a r e  ' t h e '  same inex t r i cab le  and . . growing . links - v i t h  - .the 
*world-economy *and the  sine ' hpes  f&. . k k ~ e s s e d  vor'id. t rade.  ,<ongoing 
s c i e n t i f i c  advances, and suppression , ,  of wor ld 'conf l ic t . ,  1n , a  rapidly 
changing , world, ' w i t G ,  s c k n t  i f  i c .  break th ro&s  ip,  ngsi,culcure, 
treatment: of diseaie,, ' and * the ongoing I J . ,  :d&elopment ,of w ,  technologies 
t o  ' &it ' hlm&*. - ne&; 'current , perspet t ivos  . kwming, ., . Af  s ican 
develop-t ' in.  .the":ehprt-ryn may prove overly8 pess imis t -k ;  m d  as for 
: t h e  lo'ng-term, & h a t  h i s t o r i a n  can ; fa i l  : t o ,  hear the echoes of t he  
remark made by that  'Roman + legionnaire '  depart  idg + f ram Britain) so :long 

" ' 4 < '.s + 

ago': ' l . ~ h e y ' l l L n e ~ e r  make it!" . , ,  , b +.. , , b ‘  a . # , I  
, , - <  ' - '  ' . " a a .  m . ,  
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:- * ~ k ~ o i ' i ' t i o n -  ' and, ." ' a thaly S-is df the p t ~ b l & $  .,. df . legs , beveloped 
'coitntiies - co&rises .  a large+ and' tendentious , l i t e r a t u r e .  The framework 
of :. t h e  '' foregoing essay9 -owes d c h * '  t o  two I '  s cholars  : b i n  : 5eidman's 
i n k  ight f  ul.' 'seinirkr 'presentat  ion ' i t  *lndiank IJnivetsity , i n  . sept&bei 
, , ,-. , - I j I ,  : I : ,  
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b 1970; and Immanuel Wal l e r s t e in ' s  s t imu la t ing  .analyses,  most concisely 
expressed i n  "The' Three . S t a g e s  of African Involv'ement in '  t h e  

• world-Economy," . i n .  P.C.W. Gutkind and .I. .Wallerstein, iaeds. ,  The 
P o l i t i c a l  Economv of Contemporarv Af r i ca  (Sage P u b l i t a t  ions  1976) . + 

For "background reading on the  per iod  covered by t h i s  essay * s e e 3  
r e l evan t  chap te r s  i n  Martin and OIMeara, Afr ica  and sec t ions  of -othert  
books c i t e d  i n  t h e  Bib l iographica l  N o t e s ~ f o l l o w i n g * t h e  f i r s t  essay.' ' 

For an admirable , discuss ion  of much r e l evan t  # l i t e r a t u r e ,  consul t  
Freder ick  Cooper, "Africa and t h e  World Economy, I!. Af r ican  '*Studies  
Review, : XXIV, 2/3 (1981). A weal th of s t a t i s t i c s  and a n a l y s i s  ' i s  
presented i n  t h e  World Bank's Accelerated D e v e 1 o ~ m e n t . h  Sub-Saharan 
Afr ica :  An A ~ e n d a  f o r  Action (paperback 1981 ; r e p r i n t e d  1982) . World* 
Bank f o r e c a s t s  f o r  t h e  1980s and 1990s a r e  conveniently summarized i n  
a  twelve-page pamphlet, "World Development;Report, 1981." The 
worsening :circumstances i n  'most less developed coun t r i e s  *:in r ecen t  
decadesd: a r e e  de l inea ted  i n  Assefa Bequele a'nd 'Rolf Vans Der : Hoeven, 
"Poverty;, and I n e q u a l i t y v  i n  sub-Saharan Afr ica ,  '' I n t e r n a t i o n a l  ,.Labour: 
~ e v i e w ,  .rVol. , 119, No. 3 .(MayoJune (19801, 3819392;- *and ~Ke1i th~.Gr i ' f f in ,  
"~conomic ~eve1o~m;nt": in;  a  changing World, " World Deve'lo~ment , Vo 1. ;19, 
No .a 3 (1 981 I,, 221 -226. .. ,: I *  a , I S  

Y ' 
r b  . < ., 

, , 1 1 ' )  1 1 / ( I  

+ , v .  . .  Two books t h a t  may appeal  t o 4  advanced s tuden t s .  a r e  John E l l i s , "  ThB- 
S o c i a l  His tory  gf- the '  .#Machine Gun (Pantheon, 11 975) and Naomi :,Caiden 
and Aaron Wildavsky, P l a n n i n ~  and  : bud net in^ Poor Countr ies  (Wiley," 
1974) . Ell is  ' book inc ludes  numerous, ~ i l l u s t r a t i o n s ~ ~ ~ * a n d  w i l l  bemuse. 
readers  wi th  t h e  t r a g i c a l l y  unlearned lesson t h a t  a f t e r  c u t t i n g  down 
non-whites f o r  decades, 'Europeans ' f i g h t i n g  World war' ;I : .'seemed 
astonished t o  l e a r n  t h a t  machine guns were no l e s s  l e t h a l  aga ins t  each 
o the r .  The" drol l -but-ser ious "P~ologue"~ o f  the : Caiden and Wildavsky 
book may s t imula t e  .s tudents  t o  peruse o t h e r  s ec t ions  of an informative 
in t roductory  work on economic development. lCol in :Turnbul l ,  The'Lonelv 
Afr ican ,  a  s e n s i t i v e  and percept ' ive,  s tudy,  by a  B r i t i s h ,  an thropologis t ,  '. 
i s  highly recommended f o r  background reading on t h e  period of 
t r a n s i t i o n  from co lon ia l  r u l e  . t o  sindependence. ' ~ ::: :: : . % .  ' ' L , 

8 

#. r i i i  

"Keeping current"  on African a f f a i r s  r equ i re s  reading a  supe r io r  
newspaper,. t h a t  focuses on contemporary world i n t e r - r e l a t i o n s h i p s ,  such  
a s  the  C h r i s t i a n  Science Monitor o r  the  highly recommended English 
weekly news journa l ,  The Economist, which i s  a v a i l a b l e  v i a  a i r m a i l  a t  
a  reduced teacher  and s tudent  subsc r ip t ion  r a t e .  Two f r e e  U.S. 
government p u b l i ~ a t i o n s ~ t h a t  a r e  e spec ia l ly  use fu l  a r e  AF Press  Clips, 
conpiled weekly from a number of newspapers and journa ls  by t h e  
Department of S t a t e  (Washington, D.C. 205201, and Agenda, a  monthly 
pub l i ca t ion  of . t h e  Agency f o r  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Development (Off ice  of 
Publ ic  A f f a i r s ,  Washington, D.C. 20523), which f e a t u r e s  s h o r t  
photo-essays concerning problems of ; l e s s  developed coun t r i e s  and 
development p r o j e c t s  world-wide. 

The pub l i ca t ions  of t h e  Universi ty F ie ld . -  S t a f f  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  
( p r i o r  t o  1982, American Univers i ty  F i e l d  s t a f f )  a r e  w r i t t e n  by 
scho la r s  wi th  many yea r s '  experience i n  t h e  p a r t s  of t 5 e  world they 
cover. Reports on Af r i ca ,  by Richard Cr i tchf  i e l d  and J . Gus Liebenow 
a r e  e s p e c i a l l y  recommended; t h e i r  perspec t ives  -- h i s t o r i c a l ,  cu r ren t ,  
and f u t u r e  -- ensure t h a t  t h e i r  wr i t i ngs  have continuing value.  

Ongoing deve lopment s i n  ,_ Southern and Cent ra l  Af r i ca  a r e J  del ine 'a ted 
by e x p e r t s  i n  t w o  volumes ed i t ed  by Gwendolen M .  Ca r t e r  and Pa t r i ck  
O'Henra, Southern Afr ica :  Ti le -  Continuinq Crisis* ( Indiana  Universi ty 
Press ,  2nd Edi t ion ,  , 1982)  and I n t e r n a t i o n a l  P o l i t i c s '  in Southern 
Afr ica  (*Indiana 'University P res s ,  1982).  Both volumes" a r e  a v a i l a b l e  
i n  paperback. 
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':I Novels.; written-.:by Afri,can authors  :,are one: 'of the' best  ineans .of 
gaining : ins ights :  i n to '  : * the .  manif o l d  changes ,Africans have erper:ienced 
i n  " the ,: pas t  ..tvo l .p ra  th ree .  generat ions  . .  , Especia l ly  recommended .,.'are 
Camare !.Laye, 'The Af r i c a n  Chi ' ld;.  Chinua Achebe, Thinzs > F a l l  : A ~ a r t .  and 
No .Lonner .&l gage ; i- .Ferdinand Oyono , - Housebov; . -,James Ngugi ,' :, WeepP. x o t  - 
Child; and Jogeph .Pfuangi,.Kariuki; m u  f iu  Detaingg ( a l l  ~ b u t ~ , t h e 6 f i r s t t  
a r e  . - a v a i l a b l e c  . i n  ,paperback: i r t h e  Heineniann ~Africah.~.Writers.,Series). 
Thre'e .,:of many ' . : f ine~:tnovele t h a t  d e i c r i b e  l i f e  <n South- ,Af r i ca -  are 
Ezekiel  .Mphahlele,. Down Second +.Avenue; Alan .Paton, ' Too : Late - -  ' the- 
Phalarope;, knd Andre P . Brink,:rLookink &.:Darkness ; V . S o  Na'ipaul:,' A_ 
Bend. . i n ,  i the River , ,  po r t r ays  :some :of' '; t h e  v i c i s s i t u d e s  Zai re  : has ,  - 

* r I o 
* .' ,, .. experienced s ince .hdependence .  * : * .  t I r !  i - , ,  + .  # * I  , ( 

:- +:'The 'foregoing< may be e f f e c t i v e l y  coinbined in" World His tory  'courses' 
with:  nove'ls :depict ingfi  s i m i l a r  circumstances in :  o t h e r  *.parts  '. of :: t h e  
world <.in . c o l o n i a l ;  'and ;pos t -co lonia l '  times, such.  as:  George Orwell, '  
Burmese !Days ;*.--Kamala Markandaya, : Nectar jIl kT Sieve, .-about changing 
l i f e :  . i n  : r u r a l  India  ;: and ?Carol ina  Mariac" de .  Jesus ,  Child" s& t h e ,  Dark, 

- b aboutb l i f  e  , i n  a  " , th i rd  w a r l d V  urban slum (Sao Paulo, B r a z i l ) .  -: i t :  -..: 

A worthwhile p r o j e c t  . t o  prepare s tuden t s  f o r  l e c t u r e s  :: ancl 
d iscuss iohs  :concerning t h e  contemporary wor ld  i s  t o  a s s i g n  b r i e f  ( .five 
page), Iqpapers descr ib ing  .. .less developed count r ies :  of t h e i r ,  choice .  
Students shou1d:~at tempt  ?'t'o : answer as.'.many of tkie fo l lowing quest  ions  

( my. L 

a. !,! a s  . they can, \ising , s tandards  re 'ference'works. ' ; .-I:.' ' ' . - '  , , ~  \ +  * 
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. * .; .When d i d ,  t h e  country ;,become ' independent? : : q 4 - .  : C s ..- - . .  .+ n f  , , , .  , * 
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a What 'form of gover&nt ,did:it .havei a t  ,independence? : Now? . - 
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f (  What' s o c i a l  c1asses io r : ; e thn ic  group& cdnt ro l , :  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t ~ * s a n ~ e d ~  - < 

, , ' "  ' i%es ,l and r e l i g i o k s :  and. cducat i o n a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s ?  - t  * 
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What a r e  t h e  count ry ' s  p r i n c i p a l "  exports?.  To ta l "  amounts and %?s. - 
.*~ < . , . r :  .; , ,~ b " #  6 -, * (  , . , , , .  . z * ) * *  , , , * <  : <  , r ,  .. .. 8 3  + " &. % .  . 
~"~ : .~Who;o tms  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  resources*:  mines ;  plantat ions:  e tc .?  t . ' b ' , ,  , 
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. I a -Does the .  c*ountry be'long t o :  a:-marketing arrangement. f o r  i t s  primaryr 
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What ' a r e  t h e  consequences -of t h e  r"Green  evolution?" . :. ' .  : ; 
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demographic ma t t e r s  and es t imates  o f b t h e r  s o r t s .  Such remarks 
provide an opportuni ty f o r  teachers  t o ,  query a s  t o  why such might be 
t h e  case f o r  s p e c i f i c  count r ies ,  o r  t o  observe t h a t  p lanners  must . somehow make dec is ions  i n  such circumstances (analogous t o  p l a y i n g ' t h e  
game of croquet i n  A l i c e  in Wonderland). 

A l t e rna t ive ly ,  s tuden t s  may prepare papers  on major groupings of 
l e s s  develop'ed coun t r i e s ,  d e s c r i b i n g A h e i r  i n t e r - r e l a t ionsh ips  with 
world markets and developed count r ies ,  e.g., t h e  ACP ' (African, 
Caribbean, and P a c i f i c )  count r ies  and "heir a s s o c i a t i o n  wi th  t h e  EEC 
(European Economic Community); ASEAN ( ~ s s o c i a t i o n  of t h e  Southeast 
Asian Nations);  and-he Andean Pact coun t r i e s  i n  La t in  America. Such 
pape r s '  provide invaluable  "spec i f ics"  so t h a t  s tuden t s  b e t t e r  
apprec ia t e  t h e  gene ra l i za t ions  conveyed i n  assignments and l e c t u r e s .  

A f r u i t f u l  sub jec t  of d iscuss ion  f o r *  advanced s tuden t s  i s  t o  
in t roduce  t h e m W t o  t h e  phi losophica l  and moral quicksands of whether 
II economic development" and  modernization^ f o r  ' less developed 

coun t r i e s  necessa r i ly  means t h a t  "they should liecome more l i k e  uss ' (?) .  
This  provocat ive theme can 'be introduced a t  d i f f e r e n t  po in t s  of a  
World His tory  o r  Afr ican  History course,  f o r  example while  dea l ing  
with Europe ' s transformations during t h e  ' Renaissance and Ref o m a t  ion,  
o r  when d iscuss ing  missionary o b j e c t i v e s  i n  t h e  n ine teen th  and 
twent ie th  cen tu r i e s .  Extended d iscuss ion  i s  best saved f o r  t h e  end of 
t h e  course,  when s tuden t s  have completed assignments and a r e  b e t t e r  
prepared t o  grapple  wi th  the  i s sues  involved. 

One means t o  encourage s tudents  t o  pul l- together  and r e f l e c t  on 
what they have learned  i n  reading assignments,  l e c t u r e s ,  d iscuss ions ,  
novels ,  and research  on s p e c i f i c  coun t r i e s  i s  take-home f i n a l  
examination ques t ions  such a s  t h e  following: 

Required Essay. Answer a l l  p a r t s  ( a ,b , c ) .  No more than e i g h t  pages 
t o t a l .  P a r t s  a  and b  count 15%; p a r t  c  counts 10%. 

a )  Describe the  ch ief  economic c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of " l e s s  
developed coun t r i e s  ." 

b) What a r e  some of t h e  chief  s o c i a l  and demographic problems 
confront ing most l d c ' s ?  

C )  Why i s  t h e  " in t e rna l i za t ion"  of  "Western" s o c i a l  p r a c t i c e s  
and c u l t u r a l  va lues  an i s s u e  of debate? 

You may use examples concerning the  country you s tud ied .  

Write an essay on t h e  following. The l i m i t  is  seven bluebook pages. 

Imagine a n  Afr ican  man o r  woman e ighty  years  of age l i v i n g  i n  a 
v i l l a g e  one hundred mi l e s  o r  so i n  t h e  i n t e r i o r  of e i t h e r  West o r  East 
Afr ica .  What changes i n  h i s l h e r  " t r a d i t i b n a l "  way of . l i f e  has he/she 
observed o r  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  during h i s / h e r  l i f e t i m e ?  

, C i t e  examples from the  novels o r  au tobiographica l  l i t e r a t u r e  you 
have read f o r  t he  course which a id  non-Africans i n  understanding the  
manifold changes Afr ica  has undergone i n  the  pas t  e ighty  years .  Be as  
s p e c i f i c  a s  you can. 2 
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L i s t  the . nbiels' and . &tobiogtaphical: 1 i t e k i t u L  &us have read f&''the 
course , L  . underlining one word . for brief reference i n  , your e s s a y  
(example':':~'~cheb~, I I ~ h i n ~ e '  Fall   art). :, Discws tvo bf thc:fol,ltiiring 
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t '-' 
What i s  Af i i c a  ' t o  me': J - 
Copper dun o r  s c a r l e t  sea, 
Jungle s t a r  o r  jungle t r a c k ,  : 

I .  

' s t rong bronzed men, o r  r e g a l  black 
Women from whose l o i n s  I sprang 

" 1 
When t h e  birds*.of Eden sang? . 

* i  

Unt i l  comparatively & r e c e n t l y ,  ' ~ f ro&er i , cans  have known almost 
nothing about t h e  Afr ican  continent  and i t s  peoples,  and,' with few 
exceptions,  taken l i t t l e !  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e i r  Afr ican  o r ig ins .  Such 
information '  concerning Af r i ca  which BJack Americans did acqu i re  over 
t h e  years  was g e n e r a l l y  untrue,  . o r %  g ross ly  misrepresented,  and 
derogatory t o  themselves a s  wel l  a s  t o  t h e i r  Afr ican  fo rebea re r s .  
This  r e j e c t i o n  of " t h e i r  African h e r i t a g e  was a  r e f l e c t i o n  of the  
experience of Black people i n  America: t h e  trauma of t h e  Afr ican  s l a v e  
t r ade ,  t h e  na ture  of the ,  s l ave  system i n  America, t h e  i g n ~ r a n c e ~ o f  a l l  
Americans, white  a s  w e l l  a s  black, about Af r i ca ,  and, " most important 
perhaps, t h e  long-persis t ing e f f o r t s  of  Afro-Americans t o  a s s i m i l a t e  
i n t o  t h e  dominant white  c u l t u r e  and e r a d i c a t e  a l l  a s s o c i a t i o n s .  wi th  
t h e  Afr ican  p a s t .  ' The long, unhappy e r a  tof s e l f - r e j e c t i o n ,  
for ' tuna te ly ,  has ended, and Afro-Americans i n  t h e  present  e r a  a r e  
re-examining ' t h e i r  A£ r i c a n  he r i t age ,  and reformula t ing  t h e i r  
r e  l a t  ionqhip wi th  white  Americans. - e 

TO" apprec ia t e  t h e  American s t e reo type  o f ,  Af r i ca  i n  a l l  i t s  
perniciousness,  one n;?eg only c i t e  a  passage from a sensa t iona l  
bes t - se l l e r  of genera t ions  pas t ,  t h e  Reverend' Thomas Dixon, J u n i o r ' s  
The Clansman, published i n  1905. (Ten yea r s  l a t e r  t h e  novel was made - 
i n t o  a  highly acclaimed motion p i c tu re ,  The " B i r t h  & a Nation, which 
received the  approbat ion of no l e s s  a  personage than ithe 
h is tor ian-pres ident  of t h e  United S t a t e s ,  Woodrow Wilson, a f r i e n d  of 
Dixon from un ive r s i ty  days.) The subjec t  of Dixon's* book was t h e <  
genes is  of the  Ku Klux Klan, the  white  supremacist o rgan iza t ion  whi'ch 
appeared i n  the  'American South a f t e r  t he  Civil War, i n  t h e  so-called 
Reconstruction + ,e ra ,  and s e t  about t o  , in t imidate  . former fi s l aves  who ' 

seemed t o .  e n t e r t a i n  ideas  about r a c i a l  equa l i ty .  -Viewing i t s  members 
a s  men consumed with a  s p i r i t  of  pa t r io t i sm and t h e  i d e a l s  of 
~ h r i s t  i a n i t y  , t h e  au thor  portrayed t h e  Klan a s  an o rgan iza t ion  
dedicated t o  defense of "the southern ,way of l i f e "  -- t h e  wayof  white  - supremacy -- aga ins t  u p s t a r t  freedmen and .  conniving white  . 
"carpet baggers" from t h e  North. I n  a  p a r t i c u l a r l y  melodramatic . 
passage one of Dixon's 'd ramat is  Personae d e l i v e r s  one of t h e  most 
ca t egor i ca l1 ,  and ' damning. s tatements  on A f r i c a ' s  p a s t  which e x i s t s  in, . 
p r i n t ,  an  uncompromising *and Jove-like judgement which s t igma t i zes  
Afr icans  asd l e s s  than human. I n  s o  doing, of course,  t h e  .speaker 
j u s t i f i e s  t h e  perpe tua l  dominance of Black people by t h e  whi te  race.  + 

i : Since t h e '  dawn of h i s to ry  ' the  Negro has owned t h e  
9 -  - 

Continent of Afr ica  - r i c h  beyond the  dreams of 
p o e t ' s  fancy, crunching acres of diamonds beneath 

I 



h i s  bare  b lack  f e e t -  Y e t  he never  picked one up 
from t h e  d u s t  u n t i l  a wh i t e  man showed t o  him its 
g l i t t e r i n g *  ' l ight , . '  - His~"1and  atik&ed " i t h  powerful 
and d o c i l e  animals ,  y e t  he never  dreamed a harness ,  
c a r t ,  o r  s l e d .  - :A h u n t e r  : by 'necess i ty ,  he never 
made an  axe,' s p e a r  o r  'arrowhead 'worth preserv ing  
beyond t h e  moment - o f  : - i t s  use .  - 8e" l i ved  as an ox, 
conten t  t b  graze  f o 9 a n  hour., '  ' I n  la, land of  s tone  
and t imber;  he n e v e r  sawed a" f o o t  of lumber, c a ~ e d  
a block, or - b u i l t r  a houee  save  of broken s t i c k s  and 
mud. With league on league of ocean s t r a n d  and 

 miles of  ' i n l and  :reas, f o r  f o u r  thousand yea r s  he 
watched t h e i r  su r f  ace r i p p l e -  under the  ,wind, heard ~ . : -  

I I r , l  

- , .  
4 * . - t h e  thunder  o f '  : the . s u r f  on his,  beach, t h e  howl of .  , , , i. ,< 

' / I  

: :' . ' t h e 1  s torm 'over h i s  head , 'ga"zed  on t h e  , - . ,  dim . blue  . . "a . 
t * .  . - .  .hor izon  c a l l i n g ' ,  h i d  t o  worlds t h a t '  l i e  *' beyond, and p ,  , , I . " s. 

.* - 
. b r e  

. -. . : % .  y e t  he never  , dreamed a sail'! ' H e '  l i v e d L  as h i s  + -' + - ' 

* s '. ,- : :  f a t h e r s  l i v e d  - s t o l e v ' h i s - f o o d , " w o r k e d  h i s  wi fe ,  * "  
3, * I ( I .  

- s o l d  h i s '  ch i ld r en ,  a t e  h i s *  : b ro the r ,  . 6onteht  t o  
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h . x  

I ) .  , a 

T i  . . , . : dr ink ,  s i n g ,  , dance and t ' spor t  : t he  ape 1 + ' + 
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a *What i s  -sotrextraordina+ 'about sucp arran ' t  nonsense]'/'s n o t  'thatdm'so ,, L 

many::white Americans , bel ieved.  it but-  : t h a t  s o  ' many  lack ~ m e r i c & s  : 
accePtsed s i t  as well, and con t inued  t b d o  so.! u n t i l r e c e n t  t imes. ' . ; 

:'.. Acceptance-5 bys ,  B l h c k s  o f  + '  t h e  no t ion  t h a t   they*^ der ived  'from"':; .. 

g r o s s l y :  i n f e r i o r  c u l t u r e  '.was, . i n  t r u t h ,  ; a backhandede.tribute, , '  f i r s t  ,' 
t o  ,.the : . e f f ic iency ,  of t h e  s l a v e ' ' + s y s t ~ & ' i n  ~ o r t h  America and, second, t o  ' 

b 

the*, 5 enormous - a s s i r n i l a t  i v e  capac i ty  of t h e  -' dominant ',white c b l t u r e .  . 

Slave owners i n  t h e  Old South so  e f f e c t  iv,elye4:miked . e t  h n i ~ * - ' ~ k $ $ ~ s :  :and ' 

destroyed Afr ican  s o c i a l  ~ i n s t i t u t ' i o n s ,  languages ,-"names, and ' re i ig i 'ons  
t h a t ,  : t o  :an e x t e n t -  -unpa ra l l e l ed  - elsewhere .id .*thc','~ew" World,' ' the ' '  

; ; .  . .  
Af r i c a h .  h e r i t a g e  becanie almost,  c o m p l e t e l ~  forgot ten ;  : and', i n  t xme, 
despised.  - .i $Longp before  t h e i r  lemancipat i o n  from ' bonded':' ' s l a v e r y , .  a 

moreover,,jAf ro*-Americans .'responded like: most '  o t h e r ,  inmigrant group,s, i n  
, 2 

North America 5- r~ermans , :  I r i s h ,  Poles, ,  - I t a l i a n s  '- and began r a p i d l y ,  s n  

t o  % a c c u l t u r a t e  t o  t h e  ' accepted  ' no,&sb' o f  t h e  - doninant  : +white, .  : A  

Anglo-Saxon' cul ture ' .  '' 'And,' l i k e  - o'ther ~mmi'grants, : ~ l a c , k s ~  a 180: 'iag&ly. 
a s s i s t e d  i n  idismant l i n g  an8 e f f a c i n g  t h e i r  own .he r i t age .  ' ' : '. A .  

i .  ' Ihdeed, ~f ro-hericand7:oeened t o  t r y s  "&en h a t d e l b  t h i n  -idid o t h e r  . 
immigrant groups. : And ' in- 'what seems: i n  r e t r o s p e c t :  an.  'almost' p a t h e t i c ' ,  
e f f o r t  t o  a s s i m i l a t e  '-'into :white : cu l tu re , .  they s . t ra ighteneh t h e i r d  h a i r ,  : ; 
whitened t h e i r  :-: s k i n ,  an?ii'' s e l e c t i v e l y  marr ied t h e  l i g h t e s t ,  ,, among. 
themselves r They modeled t h e i r  behavior  # p a t t e r n s  .on p r e v a i l i n g '  wh i t e  * 

mores. .!'White ..was " right!'" : + :  Ineof ar a s t h e y  were 'f inanci$l ' ly  , a b l e ,  . 
Afro~Americahs.~lenthusiastically'~sub~cribed t o  the: m a t e r i a l i s t i c '  
a s p e c t s  & o f  : ~American' " c u l t u r e :  they  purchased t h e  most 1 p o p u l a i  o r  *. ,. 
f a sh ionab le  'make o r  model : of !everys c o n c e i i a b l e  , " c o q d i t y , :  "whether .. .' 

l, %, 

automobil'es, . t e l e v i s i o n  sets; + corn  "flakes, a f te2-shave :  Jo t ions ,  ' o r  .. ;. 
Scotch::whiskeys.' 'Looters i d '  the D e t r o i t  r i o t s  o f  ' the ' , 'b~&hier  o f .  1967 , -, . 
were -observed t o q  s t e a l  the top  % brand names' ' f i r s t  ! ' ' ~ f  ro-Amer'icans, , i n  . 
s h o r t ,  , d i d  :everything they c o u l d  t o  become as . ~ m e r i c a n  a s  ' an);d.n$ e l s e .  . ' 

And undoubtedly they ,  l i k e  o t h e r  hyphenated Americans,,would have been 
s u c c e s s f u l  i f  >on ly  they* could 'havepchanged -t'he' c o i o r ' o f  t h e i r  sk in .  

- Y I *  
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% A t  t h e  same t i m e  t h a t  they were a s s i m i l a t i n g  i n t o  t h e  dominant 
a @  whi te  c u l t u r e ,  most Black Americans, a s  mentioned, were accep t ing  

u n c r i t i c a l l y  t h e  p r e v a i l i n g  wh i t e  s t e r eo types  of  Afr ica .  ;Accordingly,  
* they almost * u n i v e r s a l l y  were r e j e c t i n g  t h e i r  Afr ican  h e r i t a g e  as 

something shameful and humi l ia t ing ,  and' seeking t o  d i v e s t  themselves 
of any a s s o c i a t i o n  w i th  t h e  so-cal led '"Dark Continent . " The handful  
of Afro-Americans who behaved d i f f e r e n t l y  d i d  so l e s s  from being 
informed about A f r i c a  than from t h e  shrewd assumption t h a t  because 
"Whiteyu had demonstrably l i e d  about so many'other t h ings  he probably 
had d i s t o r t e d  t h e  t r u t h  about A f r i c a  a s  w e l l .  " 

Often a s  no t ,  'black c h i l d r e n  rece ived  t h e i r  . f i r s t r  l e s sons  i n  t h e  
i n f e r i o r i t y  of t h i n g s  Af r i can  i n  t h e i r  own homes, and r e i n f o r c i n g  
t h e i r  p r e jud i ce  a t  an e a r l y  age were school  . textbooks which . dep i c t ed  
Af r i cans  a s  t h e  most p r i m i t i v e  people  on t h e 4  globe: Exposure t o  
va r ious  media f i x e d  such  impressions almost i r revocably  on t h e  minds 
of b lack  youths.  There were "adventure" 'novels dea l ing  with Afr i can  
s u b j e c t s ,  r e l i g i o u s  pamphlets which appealed f o r  funds t o . e v a n g e l i z e  
t h e  benighted heathen i n . A f r i c a ,  comic s t r i p s  l i k e ' T h e  Phantom and 
Sheena, Queen of t h e  Junnle,  ands perhaps most i n f 1 u e n t i a l ~ ' o f  a l l ,  
newsreels  sho t  i n  A f r i c a  and movies, p a r t i c u l a r l y  t hose  of t h e  
never-ending Tarzan s e r i e s - w h i c h  played t o  " i n s a t i a b l e  audiences,  b lack  
no l e s s  than white .  Such . p r e sen t a t i ons  almost i nva r i ab ly  hapoct rayed  
Af r i ca  a s  "jungle" i nhab i t ed  by a s s o r t e d  'Inat i v e s  ,'' t h a t  i s ,  ' groups 
composed of p r imi t i ve ,  c h i l a - l i k e  innocents  w i th  improbable i r a t i o s  of  
barebreas t  ed,  n u b i l e  young +females ,  o r ,  a l t e r n a t i v e l y ,  h a l f  -crazed 
savages who p rac t i ced  : unspeakably b a r b a r i c  ,: r i t e s  and - were kept ' 
check .only by t h e  unf l inch ing  courage . of G r e a t  White* Hunters ,  & t h e  .: 
c i v i l i z i n g  in f luences  ;of s e l f  o s a c r i f  i c i n g  *mis s iona r i e s ,  and .ded ica ted  ' ' 

i c o l o n i a l '  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  who h a d  taken up !'the wh i t e  manl.s burden." ' a - 
A , ,f  ew.;Afro-Americans triumphed overb  such 'brainkashing . and . l e a rned  

somethingq about :what A f r i c a  was , r e a l l y  l i k e .  - : S t i l l ,  f o r  ' t h e :  great* 
m i  j o r i t y  of Blacks, ,  sub j ec t ed  a s  they were: t o  an.  unending b a r r a g e o f  : 
p r e  judic? and, ,misinformation,  . a n y  mention of Af ricaI:ana:Af r i c a n s  -0 - ,  t '  

, . 
just as,  with ,. w h i t e  : Americans - # . :  brought i n s t a n t a n e o u s l y  . w**and.d*5 
unt  h ink i  
" jungle ,  
"unc iv i l  

.ngly t o  t h e i r  minds such shameful images a s  "savage," 
" "cannibal ,  " & .  "pr imi t ive ,  " "heathen ,=" "naked, " " - 
i zed ,  !' ar,d o t h e r  debasing . s te reo types .  . Harold I s a a c s  , who 

i n v e s t i g a t e d .  . t h i s  phenomenon - a t  t h e  - c l o s e -  of t h e  ., l950s ,#  "nade: ' t he  . * :  
f ollowrng a n a l y s i s ,  i n  %The New World .of Negro Americans : , + : . -  ' : *  !: ,i : , 8 8  , / r  , 

, " ,  i , . , - 
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' - I n ,  t h e ;  'American Negro universe  t h e  ; word ."black1' a 

b i +  . ? : ,;, ,: 

, , ,  , :~ became t h e  key,. ,word. 'of t r e j e c t i o n , f  an i n s u l t ,  : : a  ' . $ * . : . .  , I .  . . 

. . . f i g h t i n g  word., , Pre f ixed  , t o  a n y ,  name o r .  obscen i ty , :  : : 
, , *  ., $ . a i t  ' multiplied t h e  a s s a u l t  many. t imes. :I ,"suggest : ; , ;  . . .; 

a '  / , . . t h a t  every t ime, black was, ,used ,  o r  perce ived .  t h i s  . , . . 
way, t he  word Afr i can  came a f t e r  i t ,  whether i t  was 
a c t u a l l y  spoken o r  n o t ,  whether it was t h e r e  o r  

I remained* *an echo i n  t h e  mind. , *  For t h e  Afr icans  
were t h e  b lacks ,  . t h e  source of a l l  t h e  blackness ,  % 

the depths  from which all had come, and from which 
a l l  wanted t o . r i s e .  Af r i ca  was t h e  "darkness" they 
wanted t o  . l e a v e  behind. i n  o rde r  t o  r i s e  t o  t he  

! ' l i gh t1 '  of t h e  whi te  man's world,  < h i s  r e l i g i o n s ,  
. . phi losophies ,  h i s  ways .of . l i f e .  
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.*Black: ] . ' ~ m & i ~ ? n s  acc,ept,ed ,,.-etch v ievs  :about '- Africa, ,  : : lacking,  
inf  oniat ion  , .  ,. otherwise , . ,.and-engu1,f ed,  by ; the  A dominant white.  cul ture .  I n "  . 
Nobody Knovs & Name, published + i n  *I961 ,- ;James Baldvin evocat'ively . 
described A £  ro-Americans ' : "socia l  :panic ,'I f ear ing8  t o  - lose  . .status .ion . .  

' I  1 P < ,  - , , - -  t h i s  &&iLci'canl. . %  "laddergB ,leading ;to ,success. ; v > , 6 #a t ' . ,  - h a ' b ,  B ,: 
,: 9 , . . '* * * , " . , * .  . , e  

" . " 1  , : . ; ' , . " "  . l ' i  , .*' , -  , 
< , $  3 #.* 8 , 

i' % 
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I,. ,b:..~his r e a l l y  &0unto , nometimes t o  a kind : of :. s o c i a l l  - - ' $ 7 :  
' : ' ,  

. G . " .  
parano-ia. One cannot,afford.toloae:statbe o n t t h i s  -+ . .  

h , ? +  

,& s 

$: p a r t i c u l a r  ladder,':. for; . : the psevailing*anot-ion - of * ,  , 8 P 

: , , ; ~ : : ; ~ h e r i c a n .  l i f e ;  seeme * * t o  i n v o 1 v e : ' a  k i n d  of y ' ' -  
, <  . .  . . . , rung-by-rung ascension: t o  .some :hideously des i rab le :  , ,  I " '  ' * ' ' , .  . , b 

,- -; s t a t e .  I f  : t h i s  i's one's :concept of l i f e ,  obviously 
- ,  . one cannot* af ford  t o  s l i p  back one rung.:u When'-one - 

- *s l ips ,  .one s l i p s  -:,back n o t  a rung ,.buts back i n t o -  
, . +  , * 

9 I n * .  chaos .*and ,no  longer imows.who~he is. ; A n d t r t h i s .  . # ,  
I r e a  

- X I  S - I  . ..reason, ,I t h i s  t f  ea r ,  suggest8 to. m e  ,one. of the.  r e a l  , , .  . a< . 3 -  - ,, . . r e a s o n s ,  f o r  t h e 2 , -  s t a t u s  of:  - t h e  :.Negro * - i n  t h i s -  ." 
I . .* k .  

* + : country. -. :In ; a A  vay, the  ' ~ e g r o  tells' :us %where t h e s +  : ! ,. * : " ' * I  , 
t. . . s -  

bottom is:  because,:& & there,- 'and yhere he - i s ,  :.. :* ; bb.. - ' * - ' ,  ~ 

: , ... beneath u s  ,. ~ v e :  know* where: , the t .  l i m i t s , r r e  and :now ' .  , '' i q f :  
e "  < . * a ,  

% l b l  ' 
- , , 3 . ' : ,  ;: f a r ,  we-*must, n o t  f a l l :  : We must not ! . f a l l  beneath ' - .  - ' - .-. 
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!. Baldvin ' . - s u  a :analysis  may, - perhaps, '  3 :  be taken ' 'ode . s t e p * .  f u r t h e r  ., . 
f o l l ~ w i n g : ~ ~ ~  Harold * *:Isaacs l  . analys is :  i f  American whites ~ s ~ n e e d e a ~ . -  . . ,  

Afro-Americans ; t o  define the* bottom: l i m i t s ;  - so:Af ro-~mericans may have 
I . .  , * , ) ., " ,  ' ,  \ ' "  , I ,  needed Africans , to:  occupy the.-rung below them. - . - A  % 

;# Assr recent lyqr tas  the::early : 1960s!-* -- 'a l ight -year  ago i n  American 
race  : = e l a t  ions -+ .i s tudents a t  Lincoln,. Howard, . and 'other '. ~ e g ' r o  ! 
un-iv-ersities : and 'colleges -derided newly ar r ived i ~ f r i c a n  students.  with + 

such insults3,;,,and ep i the t s  a s  "jungle-bunny, Ig *and refused . to  ~soci'avli& '!', 
with + them * a s  .equals .- ; (For . +  t h e i r * -  pa r t ,  A f r i c h  s t u d e n t s ,  ' corning as' 
many. -of -them did from independent nat ions ruled bytiBlacks, sometime8 " 

proclaimed, euper ior i  t y  o v e r  Afro-Americans a s "  products of ' a  socie ty  : 
dominated. a t  : every !level .by whites.) -Lamentably, 'stereotypes 'and 
misconceptions. concerning Africa . continue , t o  ( b e  perpetuated . i n  + -  

adver t i s ing,  cartoon .s tr ips, ,  cf ilms, ,and other"media .;-: ~ f = i c a ' n  s t u d e i t s - "  
p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  "outreach" programs may s t i l l  be asked, "Is  i s  t r u e  
t h a t  Africans l i v e *  i n  trees?!':' One '-adept 'West ' ~ f  &canq commenced the 
re-educat ion process ~tbyi catering'  t o  YAme;icab - chairiinism'; he responded 
t o  New York s t a t e  schoolchildren:. by replying, '  '"Yes, and' i n  my country 

a + 

, ; - 
the  U.S .  Embassy is  ~ i n ' t h e  t a l l e s t l : t r e e ! " "  ' ' " . . I .  

' The r e ~ e n t : - ~ a s t , , *  " for tunate ly ;  has'  broGght.' iimuberable changes i n  
the  ways Afro-Americans regard" thenselves . -'AS a r e s u l t  of concessions 

. , won by the equal . r ights-  movement, ' gains-  i n  the  economic 'realm, and, 
most important : perhaps ,: the (.new . ser iousness  v i t h  which t h e i r  white 
countrymen view. them, - black l ~ h e r i c a n s  'have come ~to"f*eel  a- 'ne i  sense of 
pr ide  and s e l f  -conf i"dence, .: -Arid a g r e a t  percentage" of them, 
pa r t i cu la r ly  ,+,those who are'  young*, now accept" ;and,' more than t h a t ,  
g l o r i f y ,  t h e i r  blackness o r  degree thereof .- -*Black ~ m e r i c a n s ~  a lso  have 
developed a new-respect fort:Africa and Africans, 'and have'experienced 
deep s a t i s f a c t i o n  i n  .the -? achievement' of nat ional  'independence by 
~ f i i c a n  peoples and the admission of new African nation-states to  the  
United Nations. 



St  ill, many Af so-Americans have not ye t  redefined t h e i r  
r e l a t i o n s h i p  wi th  the  African motherland #and i t s  d i s p a r a t e  peoples ,  
cu l tures ,  and languages. . Here i n  t r u t h  remains one of ' the .cha l lenges  

r i f ac ing  Black i n t e l l e c t u a l s . '  I( Is 

The re-education of black Americans - of a l l  ~ m e r i c a n s '  -- about 
Af r i c a  has hardly begun .- A broad land concentrated scho la r ly  e f f o r t ,  
both i n t e r d i s c i p l i n a r y  " and in t e rna t iona l '  . in scope, has i n  r ecen t  
decades g r e a t  l y  increased .previously e x i s t i n g  knowledge about A f r i c a  
and brought about a  r e s t r u c t u r i n g  of previously e x i s t i n g  p a t t e r n s  of 
s cho la r ly  a n a l y s i s .  One no tab le  r e s u l t  has been the  d i s c r e d i t i n g  of  
many long-standing 1 r a c i s t  and'  c o l o n i a l i s t  s te reotypes .  A con t inen t  
long denigra ted  a s  having "no h i s to ry"  has been 'shown t o  have had a * 

remarkable pas t .  Pa leon to log i s t s  and archaeologis t s  'have e s t a b l i s h e d  
t h a t  humankind had i t s  o r i g i n s  on t h e  Afr ican  continent  and t h a t  most 
of t h e  major human developments of P a l e ~ l i t h i c ~ ~ t i m e s  (more than  t h r e e  
m i l l i o n  yea r s  ago t o  about 10,000 B.C.) evolved, there .  Far from being 
i s o l a t e d ,  t h e  peoples of sub-Saharan Af r i ca  have { f o r  thousands' of 
years  engaged i n  commerce and p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  a  wide spectrum of 
c u l t u r a l  exchanges wi th  the  Mediterranean world v i a  t h e  'N i l e  Valley 
and trans-Saharan caravan rou te s  and wi th  t h e  t r ad ing  peoples of t h e  
Indian Ocean. t 

In  r e f u t a t i o n  of a those who have a s s e r t e d  t h a t  sub-Saharan Af r i ca  
had no c i v i l i z a t i o n s ,  t he re  has appeared i n  recent  yea r s  an ex tens ive  
l i t e r a t u r e ,  p o p u l a r i a s  we l l  a s  s cho la r ly ,  on such s t a t e s  a s  Kush, 
which dominated t h e  upper Nile Valley from t h e  time of Egypt 's Middle 
Kingdom u n t i l  a f t e r  t he  beginning of t h e X h r i s t i a n  e r a ;  Axum,'in t h e  
Ethiopian high1ands;t and, , i n  West Afr ica ,  Ife and Benin. These - 
c i v i l i z a t i o n s  . had complex and soph i s t i ca t ed  s o c i a l  and. p o l i t i c a l  . 
organiza t ions  and r i c h  c u l t u r a l  t r a d i t i o n s  which gave b i r t h  t o  works 
of a r t  counted among the  world 's  t r easu res .  This  is  not  t o  mention, 
o f  course, t he  hundreds of l e s s  renowned s o c i e t i e s  which produced 
scu lp tu res ,  masks, and a r t  forms i n  s tone ,  t e r r a  c o t t a ,  bronze, wood, 
c l o t h ,  and o the r  ma te r i a l s  which today a r e  assiduously sought ou t  by" 
c o l l e c t o r s  and have had profound e f f e c t  on modern a r t  world-wide. 

Besides d*emonstrating t h a t  sub-Saharan Africa has a  r i c h  c u l t u r a l  
he r i t age ,  recent  scholarsh ip  has provided Afro-Americans wi th  new 
perspec t ives  on t h e  A t l a n t i c  s l ave  t r ade ,  an h i s t o r i c a l  nightmare ' 

. a which should be made known f o r  what ct was -- and was not.1~ 
The . f i r s t  s l aves  o f ,  white  men i n  America, i i nev i t ab ly ,  were 

Indians.  But almost a s  soon a s  they s e t  foot  i n  the  New World, whi te  ' *  

explprers  *and s e t t l e r s  from Europe t ransmi t ted  d i seases  endemic t o  
Europe and Af r i ca  which r ap id ly  a t t a i n e d  pandemic propor t ions  i n  t h e  
new environment. Seconded by ma lnu t r i t i on  caused by t h e  d i s r u p t i o n  of 
Indian  s o c i e t i e s ,  such d i seases  had almost i nca lcu lab le  iiemographic 
consequences. Those Indians who, survived,  o r  were pressed i n t o  
European s e r v i c e  before,  they were s t r i c k e n ,  were i n  many cases  
unwil l ing o r  incapable of working * i n  accord with European purposes. . 
Many. had l ived  a s  hunters  and - ga the re r s  o r  were o.nly part-time 
a g r i c u l t u r a l i s t s ,  - were unaccustomed t o  .the r o u t i n e  of * d a i l y  . l a b o r ,  o r  " ';, 
wrrr ,,unsdtisfoctory . i n  !, o t h e r  ,, r e spec t s  .L - : I n d i a n  s l ave ry ,  - a s  " a  a t '  

~-ot~rr,t ;qi~cncl ,  f : ~ i  led. t o  bc?coa~c. n 't'i xture ,411 the:  whit c.nian's , soc i e ty  , 'in :':: 
*. d b 

. - 
t . > ,  , . . , a  * , 1 1 1  . ( , ~ ' ; ;  : ' * - - * ,  

t I ) ( !  Nt-w d W o l . l c i .  : '  . s - .  
The Por.tuguese . atxi ..Spanish were *; the  . f i r s t  *:'td introduce lkopt i v e :  I 

Africans t o  . the New $World, but i t  . i sa -  worth' not ing f o r  cobparat i v e  " '  *" '  



purposes that ' . . the English f o r  a time sought toa meet t h e  ' increas ing  
demands f o r  labor ,  i n  : t he i r+  .-colonies. : i n  the :  Vest. . Indies  * an'd" ~ o r t h - '  2'' 

America -by means- o f  .var ious ,  t y p e s  of avhi te  ser*i tude,  as -Er ic  Williams : ' 
has emphasized i n  h i s  ce l eb ra t ed  w r k  Capi ta l i sm t g g &  Slaverv; f - ~ ~ m o n  
types,.  o f  .unfree- ; labor  i shipped t o ,  America ..included -bonded se rvan t s  , 
cr iminals , ,  and  I r i s h  and-Scot t i sh  p r i s o n e r s  -of war who were- dispatched * 

t o  t h e  .West : Ind ie s  .following Ol iver  :*Cromwell! s m i l i t a r y  ; trLumphs3 i n .  : ' 

t h e  ;middle of t h e  seventeenth : century..  However, t h e  ' supply :of poor.  ' ' 

people, c r imina l s  ,, and. p r i sone r s  of .var .was g r o s s l y  i n s u f f i c i e n t  ' t o . :  ' 

meet . demands f o r  labor  in: English America. .. During t h e ,  e igh teen th  :: 
century,  : moreover,- English  economic theory came t o  recognize , : , the  : " 

advantages , of keeping t h e .  vorthy poor a t - '  home t o  provide a supp1y'~of , .  : 
cheap workers f o r  ,domestic * i n d u s t r i e s .  - :#Host-  important,  p l a n t e r s  ''in : 
English America, a s :  t i m e  *,passed, became convinced. t h a t  :black s l aves  * 

from Af r i ca  were a more  prof i t a b l e  investment - thany verevwhite *servant:sb 
from England. - Accordingly, . the English, .  t o  - ' s a t i s f y  p' t h e i r  needs f o r  ' ,: 

labor  i n  t h e  West ..Indies and North Amet'ica, turned  ' $increas ingly  'to ' ' 
I .  * " I ,  , 

2 ,  

Afr ica .?  :, : , ,  :,,: . ", ' i f * ,  J- ." * 
A * .  * 5 , c.8 

Why - did;  p lan ters - . ;  i n :  b o t h  ~ n ~ l i s h  America -: and Lati*'  America ' ' i  

-8 . I * * r  i cons ider ,  Afr icans  a , super ior  investment? , t . l " . i  : ' I  > a  . .  + . , ., 

F i r s t ,  t h e r e  was seemingly an inexhaus t ib l e  supply of African 
l abore r s  . 7  : There * ,  wasn ' t , ' :of course ,* f o r  %.many p a r t s '  of : sub-~aha ran  

" * 

Afr ica  .were l i g h t l y  populated, but t h a t  many #Europeans bel ieved ,:such I -i 
w ,' 

t o  b e  t h e  case t e s t i f  i ee , .  t o  *, . the!  t r a d i n g  ' c a p a b i l i t i e s  i' of Afr ican  a- . * 

middlemen who + ' s u p p l i e d  European slavers'. : Second, cap t ive  d f  r i ~ a n . . ' ~ .  
a * 

workers . seemed 4 i  a b e t t e r  - investment '  : than white  indentured;  b e r v a n t s ,  * 

because' they . vere  barterei i  i n , .  Afr ica  . f o r  European. manufactures at '  y .  

r e l a t i v e l y  -advantagiious r a t e s  of -exchange, were n o t  - emanc'ip&ted a f  tii ' 
a s t i p u l a t e d  7 period - of : se rv ice ,  .: and -'laws8 enacted ' i n ]  t h e '  co1on"ies 'rm" 
s t i p u l a t e d  : t h a t .  t h e i r  s e r v i l e  s t a t u s  descended t o "  : t h e i r  *.  ch i ld ren .  .* 

. ~. , 

Thi rd , :  Africans" v e r e  ' . s k i l l e d  i n t  . t r o p i c a l  a g r i c u l t u r e ,  w i t h  '- which, - * '  

Europeans were  *: t o t a l l y  unfamil iar .  ' .F ina l ly ,  : Africans . had ' , a  ' a . . "  ! * 

cornparat i v e i y  - 7 high'  r e s i s t a n c e  t ,  t o  : t r o p i c a l  ' ' d i s eases ,  - especia1,ly ' - 
malaria .  .. : . i . Ph i l ip  . C u r t i n  has : es t imated  * t h a t  . f i r s t -gene ra t ion  
Afro-Americans;because of ' l the  advantage o f b e l n g  t r anspor t ed  from one 
t r o p i c a l  ,:.disease . environment. t o  another ,  'had *a * s u r v i v a l  ' r a t e  , ' i n  ' ' 
t r o p i c a l  , ; a reas  i n  . t h e  New World of m o r e  than t h r e e  t o  one, ,  over " 

4 , s  

f i r s t - g e n e r a t  ion  . Euro-Americans .. ( T h a t :  advantage, A however; .proved ;-: *' 
only tempor.ary; ' f o r  b *  a f t e r '  s e v e r a l  genera t ions  both .whites and blacks 
tend to, have. roughly t h e  same death ra te : . in  i t h e  same environment. The:' ' 
importance of environmental f a c t o r s  i n  ! r a t e s  jof su rv iva l -  i s  r e f  lecteds :' 

i n  a n ,  i n t e r e s t i n g  s t a t i s t i c a l .  p ro jec t ion:  although1;f ewer, than t i v e  per  - '  : 
cent  of t h e  : s l aves  *'shipped: from Afr ica  to" t h e  ~ m e r i c a s  landed iir ' t he  & '  

. .< 1 , *  

present-day United S ta t e s , .  t h e i r  descendants now comprise t h e  l a r g e s t  
8 I ;, * I r  

. - *  

s i n g l e  group of blacksi  i n  the  New, World.) ' ,  , * 

' I  

Because of they seemingly i n s a t i a b l e  "demand f o r  c e p i t v e  ' ~ f t i c a n s ~  i n  - '' 

- %, 

English America, Spanisli .America, t ~ r a z i l ,  and t h e  Fre6ch:West ; Indies ,  ' * :  
t he  .A t l an t i c  s l a v e  - t rade  expanded * r a p i d l y  i.n ' t h e  seventeenth and;, * 

e i g h t e e n t h ~ c e n t u i i e s  . - Curt in ,  i n  h i s  book The A t l a n t i c  Slave': Trade:' A_ ' p a  

. . -  Census, has . est imated - t h a t  p r i o r -  t o  the .  yea r  1'770 more .black Af r i cans '~  
t h a n -  white  ?Europeans. i a r r i v e d  i n :  t h e  I West erne Hemisphere : . ' * C u i t i n  .: " I  

e s t imated t h a t  i n  the  350-odd years  between Europe's dis&very:f6f ' : * '  : 

America .and . the . suppression of2:~:the s l a v e  r ( t r ade .  i n  t h e  f*vn' inieenth 
I" ( century,  between nine <andtia half  - andl t en  mi- l l ion  :Africans survived:, the' 



trans-At l a n t i c  passage t o  t h e  Americas. Note t h a t  t hese  es t imates  
r e f e r  only t o  the  A t l a n t i c  s l a v e  t rade ; ,  m i l l i o n s  of o t h e r  Afr icans  
were t ranspor ted  ac ross  the  Sahara Desert and t h e  Indian  Ocean t o  
markets i n  North Afr ica ,  t he  Middle East ,  South Asia, and i s l a n d s  wi th  
p l an ta t ion  economies i n  t h e  Indian  Ocean. j 

The organiza t ion  of t he  A t l a n t i c  s l a v e  t r a d e  i s  most e a s i l y  
described by t h e  time-worn phrase "the t r i a n g u l a r  t i ade , "  which tefei-s 
t o  a t y p i c a l  s l a v e * v e s s e l ' s  voyage, f i r s t ,  from Europe t o  West Af r i ca ,  
then  t o  America with a cargo of cap t ives  and, f i n a l l y ,  home t o  Europe. 
There were o the r  " t r iangles ,"  inc luding  one commencing i n  New England. 
And *many s l a v e  v e s s e l s  simply s a i l e d ~  back and f o r t h  ac ross  t h e  
A t l a n t i c  from Braz i l  and o t h e r  co lonies .  But t h e  European t r i a n g u l a r *  
r o u t e  most conveniently i l l u s t r a t e s  t h e  ' p r i n c i p a l  f e a t u r e s  of t h e  
t r a d e  and t h e  economic exchanges which took place.' 

On t h e  f i r s t  s i d e  of t h e  t r i a n g l e  s l a v e  sh ips  ' u sua l ly  departed 
Europe during t h e  autumn o r  winter  months so a s  t o  a r r i v e  i n  West 
Af r i ca  during t h e  dry season when the paths  of t r a d e '  t o  .the African 
i n t e r i o r  were open and c l ima t i c  condi t ions  i n  West Af r i ca  were a t  ' 
t h e i r  most hea l th fu l .  A s l a v e r  ' s outward cargo normally included 
assortments  of goods of European growth and manufacture, f o r  example, 
wines, brandies ,  guns and gunpowder, Venetian beads, .swords,  
c u t l a s s e s ,  knives, pots ,  'pans, and hardward of a l l  s o r t s .  Because , 
many 'African communities p re fe r r ed  t o  have t h e i r  own s k i l l e d '  smiths 
work metal  i n t o  domestic implements and weapons, cargoes' included i r o n  
bars  and copper rods. . Slave r s  de l ive red  t o  Af r i ca ,  v i a  Europe, 
products of co lonies  i n  America and South Asia;  t hese  inclu'ded tobacco 
and rum from the  Americas and co t ton  c l o t h  from India .  Afr icans  were 
e s p e c i a l l y  p a r t i c u l a r  about c l o t h ,  and Indian  co t  tons were unmatched ' 

i n  q u a l i t y '  and p r i c e  by European manufactures ' down * t o  ' t h e  ea r ly  
n ine teenth  century* * I i 

- When the  s l ave r  a r r ived  i n  Af r i ca  from Europe ' i t s  cargo was ' 
bar tered  mf or capt ives ,  e i t h e r  i n  d i r e c t  t r a d e  with Afr ican  :middlemen * 

o r  through,European o r  Eur-Africanfintennediaries e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  f o r t s  
o r -  f a c t o r i e s  along t h e  coas t .  The s h i p ' s  doctor 'would make thorough * 

phys ica l  examinations of a l l  s l a v e s - o f f e r e d  f o r  s a l e ,  and ind iv idua l s  
w i th  de fec t s  would be accorded lower p r i c e s  o r  r e j e c t e d  a l t o g e t h e r .  
Slaves o f t en  were branded a f t e r  purchase and payment f o r  them withheld 
u n t i l  they were s a f e l y  loaded 'aboard t h e  sh ip ;  otherwise Afr ican  
middlemen might s u r r e p t i t i o u s l y  exchange s i c k  o r  'infirm s l aves  f o r  
heal thy o n e s , , o r  arrange t h a t  canoes t ranspor t ing  the-  s l aves  t o  t h e  
v e s s e l  be upset so the  s l aves  would be " los t , "  recovered, and so ld  - 
again.  Europeans p rac t i ced  s i m i l a r  decept ions:  they d i l u t e d  brandy 
and rum with water and . o t h e r  a d u l t e r a n t s ,  mixed !charcoal  wi th  
gunpowder, and used f raudulent  weights  and measures. 

Slaves usual ly  could be taken aboard-hip and confined wi th  l i t t l e  
d i f f i c u l t y .  Since most cap t ives  were so p ros t r a t ed  by g r i e f  and 
t e r r o r  a s  t o  be incapable of r e s o l u t e  a c t i o n  i n  t h e i r  own behal f ,  few 
escaped before debarkation. Most cap t ives+had  never seen t h e  ocean o r  
a white  man before t h e i r  purchase and few had t h e  s l i g h t e s t *  cqnception 
of the f a t e  which was i n  s t o r e  f o r  them. Some bel ieved t h a t  they 'were 
being taken by the whi tes*  t o  be k i l l e d  and ea ten ,  a f e a r  which i n  no * 

way diminished whet, they caught giimpses of European s a i l o r s  dr inking ' 
* 

* 



wine : and e a t i n g  s a l t .  pork. A b e l i e f  widespread *among &any ,Afr ican .  
s o c i e t i e s  t h a t  - . sus t a ined  capt , ives during t h i s  :per iod  :of trauma .and 
af tgrwards i n ,  t h e  Americas, was - the  convict ion t h a t  sf t e r  .death t h e i r  
spirits .vould, r e t u r n  t o  Af rJca  f o r  r e inca rna t ion  i n  a new generat ion.  , 

* Who" was enslaved i n  Afr ica?  . J u s t  about who: might be expected: 
Host . .  important , ,of.  a l l ,  .members o f :  ,*other * e t h n i c  ::groups .:+: .Afr ican  
so,kiet  i e s . .  % r a r e l y  so ld  . t h e i r  own people . i n t o ,  s l ave ry ,  .-and : then : only ' 
criminald . T i i d  , sbc ia l  . &sf i t s ;  r a t h e r ,  they so ld  t h e i r  , ,neighbors ,  o r .  
u n k c o ~ s ,  ob ta ined  .. eithe; by. warfare o r  , .  t r ade .  ,Of i those  Afr icans  : 
capt 'ured i n  wars and r a i d s  and so ld  i n t o  s lavery ,  t h e  g r e a t  l.majority 
v&e. people from ,the, lower , ranks of so,ciety , f o r ,  by paying ransom, 
s o c i e t i e s  , , . of t e n  6 redeemed cap t ives  who,, were members -of  t h e i r  e l i t e .  
~ e n e r k l l ~ ,  .more men .,. than -vomen were .sold i n t o  t h e  A t l a n t i c  :: slave. .  
t r a d e ,  'women being r e t a i n e d  i n  Af r i ca  -because :of t he i r , .  importance 'as 
c u l t i v a t o r s  ,, and because , t h e i r  o f f  spr ing  .,would inc rease  t h e -  numbers Isand 

? ,  
* " ' A'. , , '  s t r eng th '  o f  t h e  s o c i e t i e s  t h a t  h e l d  them'. . * .  , . ' 

: I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  people captured i n  warfare ,. crimina 1s and d e v i a n t s ,  .; 
as ,ment ioned, ,were  enslaved. , Indeed, harsher  j u s t i c e  was meted out  i n  ' 
man) African s o c i e t i e s  a s ,  t h e  demand f o r   slaves increased ,  -and i n  such 
c i~ ,cumstances  the :  .* .penal t ies .  of banishment . and s a l e  became more 
fre"9uent and a r b , i t r , a r y  and covered a g r e a t e r  number, of crimes and'. 
s o c i a l '  o f f e n s e s .  Some cap t ives  w e r e  t ranspor ted  hundreds: of miles ,  t o ? ,  
the, .  coas t  a h d . , s o l d , ' s e v e r a l  t imes a long  t h e  vay, bu t -mos t  came .from - ,  . > a r e a s ,  c l o s e \ ' t o ,  t h e  ocean: and navigable r i v e r s .  .. .. , . ': , : , I '  t ._ I ', , " ^ . 

_ I  

" +ny ~ f s c a n .  s o c i e t i e s  . held  ."domestict' s l aves ,  b u t  genera l ly  
sp&king' t h e i r  % I , j (  condit*ions " . -  . of - se rv i tude  were i n  no way+*comparable to:. . 
tho&%, -found t . on p l a n t a t i o n s  i n  B r a z i l  o r ,  t h e  U e s t  In'dies o r  South 
Carolina,. . ., ~ i v e n  . , t h e  l imi t ed   economic a n d  , r o l e  d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n s  - i n  
mo$t . . ~ f r i c a n  soc ik t ' i e s ,  :, i n  Af r i ca  normally + ruorked , - a t*  many of:. . 
th8 '  same t a sks  'which occupied o t h e r  members o f  t h e  community. I n  some a 

highly s t r a t i f i e d  .sot-ieties 's laves,  -were assigned occupat ions such a s  
guardians'. , p f  the.. r u l e r ,  counselors  ,'? and tax : c o l l e c t o r s  . . Id some 
~f r i c a n  I s o c i e t i e s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  - t h o s e :  which unde rwen t  -:considerable9 : 
t ransmuta t ion  i n * * t h e  -course of *ca r ry ing  on coas t a l .  t r a d e ,  t h e r e - w a s p . a ~ ; ~ ~  
good dea l  .of s o c i a l  . ;mobility,  and - t a l en ted  s l a v e s  :sometimes rose  to:, 
t h e  h ighes t  &,pos i t ions ,  of . leadership.  . ,. - 1  " 

, . , *  - , * L  < :  : 
_ '  . 2 

" , 
.once ' ' tradeW.,slaves were a t t a c h e d *  t o  an African s o c i e t y ,  -:they were - 

J t ; ,  ? 

by , -  degrees  , a ,inc-orporated : i n t o  :: it a s  members .I ,Considered- "kinless":',  
persons a t  - t h e  .. outsets l  of - t h e i r  se rv i tude ,  s l aves  progressed %towardl 
freedom a s  they ' es t ab l i shed  t i e s  of community and kinship. .  : Such . t i e s  e r  

wer,e:established, i n ,  a , v a r i e t y  of ways :. b y  mar r i age  t o - , a  member of ! the :  * 

c o e n i t y , ,  by ; bearing t h e ,  ch i ld  of a f r e e  man;: o r ,  < i n  t h e  .:>cake of ' a m  :- 
ch i ld , ,  growing up ' i n  t h e  counnunity7and going through t h e  ~ u s u a l  * r i t e s :b+  
of passage along with* o t h e r  v i l l a g e  : .children. Afr ican  . s o c i e t i e s  had ,: 

s t rong  sanct ions  a g a i n s t  s e l l i n g  domest ic+s laves  who had e s t ab l i shed  
t i e s , .  w i t h 1 f a m i l y  ,and community. . Generally, .  only . those who assaul ted  ' ,  
o r .  , " a  t h rea tened  'violence aga ins t%:  t h e i r  .masters  o r  o the r  f r e e  persons $ i n  
a . communityh, . o r :  ,otherwise.  d i s p l a y e d  i n c o r r i g i b l e  an t i - sdc ia l  
tendencies ,  .would .be l i a b l e  t o  s a l e  ' i n t o  the  A t l a n t i c  s l a v e  t r ade .  .' ; 

I n  buying .capt ives  i n .  Afr ica ,  European s l a v e  : t r a d e r s  d i s t i n g u i s h 6 3  '"" 
bet)teen ' d i f f e ren t  s o c i e t i e s .  : Captives.  from some e t h n i c  groups fetches - ? :  

~ r e k i u m  p r i c e s  while  o t h e r s  : were held - i n  lox  r epu te .  by - p l a n t e r s  (.#in ' the i*  -, 
Americas ' because o r  r e a l  o r  imagine'd a t t r i b u t e s .  Ashanti ,  for  - 
example, were favored a s  work gang sgpervisors  and f o r  s e r v i c e  i n  the 



Dutch m i l i t a r y  fo rces  i n  t h e  East Indies .  Wolof women were sought a s  
l a d i e s  ' maids i n .  t h e  French A n t i l l e s  f o r  l t h e i r  unsurpassed knowledge 
of feminine l a r t i f  i c e s  .. Ibos,  by c o n t r a s t ,  were considered a  poor 
monetary r i s k  and d i f f i c u l t  t o  t r anspor t  because they were *reputed . 
prone t o  f i t s  of depression and su ic ide .  . Captives u l t ima te ly  so ld  i n  
t h e  United S t a t e s  came from many West Afr ican  s o c i e t i e s ,  p lus  some 
f  ron  t h e  .area ,of modern-day Z a i r e  and Angola. a , 

. 'Since i t  was impossible f o r  any one European s t a t e  t o  con t ro l  t h e  
seas  along the  izntire coast  of  . West and West Cen t ra l  *Africa,  every 
country with any pre tens ion  t o  c o l o n i a l  expansion a t  one time o r  
ano the r  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h e  s l a v e  t rade ,  including Por tugal ,  Spain, 
t h e  Netherlands, France, .England, Denmark,' and (Sweden. For t s  and 
f a c t o r i e s  o f x t h e  s l a v e  t r a d e r s  were e s t ab l i shed  on -land f o r  which t h e  
r e s i d e n t  Europeans paid . an  annual r en t .  Europeans 'were con t s t r a ined  . 
t o  pay r en t  f o r  t h e  land they' used f o r  t r a d i n g  es tab l i shments ,  t o  make . 
a v a r i e t y  o f t  o t h e r *  payments t o  Afr ican  landlords ,  i nc lud ing  export 
taxe's'on s l aves ,  s p e c i a l  g i f t s  on t h e  opening o f ,  t r a d e  and t h e  c los ing  
of t r ade ,  a s  we l l  a s  a d d i t i o n a l  p re sen t s  o r  "shake-hands" t o  African- 
notables  t o  smooth nego t i a t ions .  

Coastal  s o c i e t i e s  gene ra l ly  d i d  not  al low Europeans t o  t r a d e  
in land;  they reserved the  p r o f i t s  of middleman t r a d e  f o r  themselves. 
Europeans sometimes t r i e d  t o  r e d r e s s  t h e i r  disadvantages ashore by 
kidnapping Africans on board t h e i r  ves se l s ,  :bombarding c o a s t a l  towns, 
o r  otherwise c a p i t a l i z i n g  on t h e i r  power a f l o a t .  The t r a d i t i o n a l  
African response t o  such t r eache ry  was t o  i n f l i c t  r e t r i b u t i o n  on t h e  
next ves se l  of t h e  same country which happened along t o s t r a d e , ,  o r  i n  

* 

some ins tances  t h e  next whites  of any na t ion .  A s  Afr icans  t h e  length  
of  t h e  coas t  were *wont t o  dec lare :  "The sea  may belong t o  the  white  
man, but t h e  land belongs t o  Africans."  Not u n t i l  t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  of + 

t h e  nineteenth century did Europeans ga in  con t ro l  of land of  Afr ica .  
What were t h e  e f f e c t s  of t h e  s l ave  t r a d e  on Af r i can ,  s o c i e t i e s ?  

The most obyious consequence w a s , t h e  l o s s  of populat ion.  Besides the  
est imated nine -and a half  t o  t e n  m i l l i o n  cap t ives  who. crossed t h e  
~ t l a n t i c  s a f e l y ,  perhaps .a m i l l i o n  and a half  t o  two m i l l i o n  o the r s  
died during - t h e  passage. I n  add i t ion ,  un to ld*  m i l l i o n s  perished i n  - 
s l a v e  r a i d s ,  during t r anspor t  - t o  t h e  coas t ,  and i n  t h e  * f o r t s  and 
barracoons awaiting shipment. The e f f e c t s  of ma lnu t r i t i on ,  d i sease  
and p r iva t ion  on s o c i e t i e s  s t r i p p e d  of t h e i r  most product ive members 
a r e .  a s  yet  i n c a l c u l a b l e , ~  and perhaps always w i l l  be. An h i s t o r i a l  
i rony 0- i f  such', e x i s t s  -- 4s t h a t  i n t roduc t ion  i n  Af r i ca  of such New . 
World food crops a s  maize, manioc, peanuts ,  $sweet pota toes ,  and t h e  
pineapple,  plus the  ongoing d i f f u s i o n  of Asian food crops introduced ' 
i n  ~ f r i c a  e a r l i e r ,  cont r ibuted  t o  r e s t o r i n g  populat ion lo s ses  due t o  
t h e  s l ave  t rade .  . N a 

The voyage across  the  A t l a n t i c  i n  a s l av ing  v e s s e l  -- * t h e  second 
s ide of the  " t r i ang le"  -- i s  widely r e f e r r e d  t o  i n  l i t e r a t u r e  a s  'the ' 

"Middle Passage.". Regarding. condi t ions  a b o a r d  s l a v e r s  during t h e  
Middle Passage, a  few apo log i s t s  f o r  t h e  s l a v e  t r a d e  presented a  
p i c t u r e  of well-f ed and happy s l a v e s ,  . reconci led  t o  t h e i r  Qate;: some 
even singing and dancing i n  r e c r e a t i o n a l  .periods aboard * s h i p ,  a s  they 
crossed the  At l an t i c .  a Such accounts hardly squared wi th  r e a l i t y .  
Real i ty  consis ted of extremely cramped and o f t e n  squa l id  h o l d s , ' . .  
seas ickness ,  :chains and shakles ,  savage punishments for:'+at tempted 
r e b e l l i o n s ,  t h e  rav ish ing  of women, and o t h e r  b r u t a l  and coarse : 
treatment on the  p a r t  of crews. 



. , There :is" an : e x l c ~ i e i v e  'and : crowing " l i  ternture:  o n :  t lldnt? : i l i , i ! iu i~d,~  ' 
and  : r e a d e r s  r -are .  a--cautibned 1.. to : d i s c r i m i n a t e  - b6tween e y c w l ~ n e r d s  
descr ip t idns .  and , .  purported . h i s t o r i c a l  reconstruct ions- is  Ma*' of - t he  . 

( 3 , "  ' j  -, ,. 

most a l u r i d  e accounts  r d  of ' t h e  . Middlem1' .  passage L were composed .by ' 

a b o l i t i o n i s t s  i n  t h e  a i d e t e e n t h  century !tob f a d  . p u b l i c  ou t rage  against$ ' -  
t h e  - s l a v e  : t r a d e .  - Very few  abolitionists , of  course*, had a n y  p e r ~ o n a l ~ * '  
knowledge of  cond i t i ons  aboard a :: .slave s- 'ship, . '* '~ccoudts' b y  ' 'angry -I 

p u b l i c i s t s ,  moreover, a r e  mis lead ing  because t h e y  "ixivariably i g n o r e  o r  
d i s t r a c t  - t h e  ' reader  ' s a t  t e n t  i o n h , f  rom t h e  " fundamental- . 'considerat ioh 'on . 

' 2 .  - ' * .  

which :.the s l a v e  t r a d e  - r e s t ed ,# :  namely, t ha t '  every  concern f o r  prof  it, , .  
pro fe s s iona l :  advancement a n d  t h e  persona l  ' s a f e t y  bof ! t he  s h i p j s  'company 
d i c t a t e d  t h a t  reasonabl'e care-*.and , : d t t e n t i o n d b e  g i v e n  t o  t he , . hea l th l  and ' ' 
s a f e t y  -:of the:  s l a v e  : cargo. S h i p s '  o f f  ice&: and, &ctdrs ; ' fo r  ' t h a t *  ' 
reasoh,  were :given. bount ies  de te rmined  b y  how s u c c e s s f u l  t&ey  were i n  '. 
prosecu t ing  " t h e i r  ' voyages .with d i spa t ch  and minimum ' loss o f  life.'. ' 
S1aveb::shipsJ ,were, 'crowded, b u t  n o t  t o  a s i g n i f i c a n t  19' grea t ' e r  hextent ' 
t han  t roop  , t r a n s p o r t s  ,' . emigrant : ' vesse l s ,  : o r  convict** ships , -2  aha:', 
a v a i l a b l e  %ev idence  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t r  p r i o r  ' t o  a b o l i t i o n  .of [ , - theL :s laave '' 
t r a d e  s l a v e r s  compiled comparable records  f o r  p r e s e r v a t i o n o  of ' l i f k  i r ? .  

' % . ,  , *j ' f l  . ., t r a n s  i t  -, because* i t  p a i d v  th& t o  ;do so'. . I .) 

. ;Av good deal-.  .of : thought and organiza t ' ion ,  'of, d e c e d s i t y ,  - went: i n t o  '' 
t ransport ' ing : hundreds ' of c a p t i v e s  a c r o s s  : the " m i d a t l a n t  i c  i n  ' the' ' .  
crowded : conf ines  of ' a s a i l i n g  v e s s e l .  ' :Host ; imp~r t an t ' , : ~ ' t h&e  ' hab ' t ,o be" 
enbughi food andv Zresh water  t o " ~ s u s t a i n :  c a p t i v e s  and crew f o r  f i v e  lor.- '** 
s i x  . weeks: o t  longer;  1  ring the '  voyage' slaves born iaqy  r ece ived '  two " 

' ' 6  

hot  : meals-  :a ..day . and; un l e s s  : vea ther ' : ' co i id i t ionsa  d id  h o t  penbit,  were 
brought! up .on. deck 'for '  f r e s h  :air- a n d  e i e r c i s e .  T h o s e  who; ' ou t  of '' ' 
g r i e f - b r .  t e r r o r  , o r  : rage; re fused"  t o  e a t  o r  a e x e r c i s e  ~ e r e ~ u n i s h e d , . '  * 

u s u a l l y  - by: .whipping, iunt il . ' t hey t  d ia '  *as t ' h ey  were ordered.  Capt ives '  
were .. giveh ", s a l t r a t e r ,  baths , .  and .while they  wereq; exer-cis ing on d e c k  
t h e i r :  : q u a r t e r s  , were .c leaned  . and : a i r ed , '  not-. t o '  make ' l i f e :  * more ,, 

comfortable: f o r .  them, but too .  r e d u c e  ' t h e  l i ke l i hobd  'df  ai 'n.&tbreakl 'of 
. > , .  ", 

disease8,aboard iship. '  .:'?Disease :was:# t h e  'g fea t  scourge 'of s lavers , ,  
any c a p t i v e  'who:was found: -'ill was y i ~ o l a t e d .  If 'a ' s l ave  c'ame" down w i t h  l .  
a p a r t i c u l a r l y  . : l e tha l  o r  cripplixig d i s ea se ,  notab"ly''.smallpox or' eye ;' 

infections~~causing"blindness,~-which m i g h t '  s p r e a d 6  t o ' t h e - ' r e s t  d f  t h e * . ,  
cargo,  he o r  - 'shen might be c a s t  -overboard . -  - one o f :  t h e  ' ind isputab le  . 

, * - - $ ,  , 
. " I  

. i 
% , * ' :  ' , : ,  : * .  ' I  1 S '  " "horrors"  o f .  t h e  Middle  assa age'. * 

.: According t o  a l l  ! accounts ,  the h i g h e s t  ' d e a d '  -aboa=d d a v g  
sh ips  was aaong twh i t e  'sailorsrather-,than.black captiv&sm. ~ , s t i , & i k ~ ' "  
a r e  . , t h a t  :one :seaman i n ,  f i v e  d i e d  dur ing  t h e  t r i a n g u l a r  voyage, birdy 
because, $. - u n l i k e  : :black oapt i v e s ,  they-  ' p o s s e s ~ e d ' . ~  no' immunities :.to :' 
t r o p i c a l  d i s e a s e s  encountered on #.both - s ides  of t h e . A t  l a n t  ic ' .  h o b i n g  'js 
t h e  r i s k s  - and a l s o  r a r e l y  promised bonuses, a s  a - v e r e  ' sh ip s  ' -, 
o f f i c e r s ,  - < # f o r  - a!  successful ! voyage 0- o r d i n a r y  's6aiien ',,as:'ia ru le .  

s ,  

d e t e s t e d  s e r v i n g  ;aboard s l a v e r s .  ; A s  .k r e s u l t ,  - seiunen" ofte 'n Ge&: , 

shanghaied aboard:- s l a v e  v e s s e l s  + i n  ; European : o r  ' [iii o the r  ways - , 
. " .  
+ l a ;  ! a  " ? ,  1 '  *. * . + >  coerced , i n t o ~ ~ s e r v i c e  on s l a v e r s .  " i ,  - . - .  ) I  

8 ,  ). 

., When a-.lves"sel. a r r i v e d  s a f e l y  lib " t h e  dmeric+ Bad - &loailed .its ' - 
human :i cargo,  ' it:.-might b e  laden wi thx  :sugar,* rum,+ toba;cba, 'and ~ 6 t h ~ ~  

" ., 
p l a n t a t  i o n  c rops  f o r  . t h e  passage: ac ros s  t h e  c . ~ t l a n t i c ' -  tb-' ~ u = o ~ ~ , ' * ' - t h ~  ; 

. , 
f i n k  - s i d e :  bf . t h e  ' ' t r i a rg le . "  :#:The e n t i r e  - t r i a n g u l a r  b y a g e *  no&hlly-.b 
r equ i r ed  .:about a ,year,. . ;And i t : , .garnered subs t an t . i a l  ' p iof  i t s  ' thatb.-"  
i s ,  : :if : t h e  s l ave r . :  managed : * t o  avoid sh ipwreck ,  ' s lavep:  u p t i s i n g s ,  : '  ' 

4 , I* 

epidemics,  and capture  by men-of -war of h o ~ t i l e . ~ ~ n a t i ~ n s , ' ~ ~ i ~ ~ ~ ~ & ~ ~ ,  - - ,  

o r  pirates. 



* *( 

Stripped t o  'its b a s i c  elements", t h e  s l a v e  trad; provided ~ u r o p e a n  
ent repreneurs  - w i t h  t h e  hardy and experienced labor  f o r c e  ;equired t o  * 

.I 

e x p l o i t  t h e  resources of t h e  New World. .The a g r i c u l t u r a l ,  commercial, 
and & i n d u s t r i a l  development of t he  Americas and Europe acce le ra t ed  a s  a  
r e s u l t ,  while  t h e  Afr ican  continent  received +only marginal bene f i t s .  . , 
I n  r e t u r n  f o r  t h e  l o s s  of mi l r ions  of young men and women, ~ f r i c a n  
s o c i e t i e s  obtained f o r  t h e  most p a r t  luxur ies  and n o n d u r a b l e  
merchandise which were consumed, used up, o r  :worn out .  

Where i n  t h e  Americas # d i d  ' s l a v e r s  depos i t  t h e i r  cargoes of 
involuntary  immigrants . t o  the  New World - immigrants whose 
descendants would by t h e  twent ie th  century equal  about one t h i r d  of 
t h e  'black populat ion of sub-Saharan Afr ica?  

Although i n  t h e  .present  day roughly a  t h i r d  , of the  b lack  
populat ion i n  + t h e  Western Hemisphere l i v e s  i n  t h e  United S t a t e s ,  very 
few s l a v e r s ,  a f t e r  completin'g the Middle Passage, dropped anchor i n  
p o r t s  i n  North America. ,The overwhelming major i ty  in s t ead  s t ee red  t o  
B r a z i l  o r  - t h e  West Indies .  Many of t h e  capt ives  des t ined  t o  work on 
farms and p l a n t a t i o n s  i n  Virg in ia ,  South Carol ina,  and o t h e r  southern 
s t a t e s  were unloaded f i r s t  i n  the ,West  Ind ie s  and "seasoned" before 
being shipped t o  North America. 

North America i n  f a c t  received only a  comparatively small  number' 
of t h e  capt ives  -- fewer than f i v e  per  cent ,  according t o  the  bes t  
es t imates .  This  was so because t h e  lower mor ta l i t y  r a t e  among- the  
s l a v e  populat ion i n  North America, a s  compared w i t f i  t r o p i c a l  a r eas  i n  

' 

t h e  Caribbean and South America, simply meant t h a t  North.American 
slave-owners requi red  importat ion of fewer replacements than d id  t h e i r  
counterpar t s  elsewhere i n  t h e  Americas. . (The comparative t r i c k l e  of 
s l aves  i n t o  the  present-day United . S t a t e s ,  i nc iden ta l ly , .  r e s u l t e d  i n  
correspondingly l e s s  renewal of Afr ican  s o c i a l  and c u l t u r a l  a t t r i b u t e s  
i n  North America than i n  o ther  ' p a r t s  of t h e  New .World.) The 
overwhelming major i ty  of ~ f r i c a n s  brought t o  the  present-day United 
S t a t e s ,  moreover, a r r i v e d  i n  North America before  t h e  War of 
Independence. Which means t h a t ,  i n  terms of time, black Americans of 
t h e  present  e ra  have deeper roo t s  i n  North America's s o i l  than do 
scores  of mi l l i ons  of t h e i r  white countrymen -- white countrymen who 
have sometimes viewed them almost a s  a l i e n s  i n  American soc ie ty .  

A s  mentioned, approximately t e n  m i l l i o n  Africans were' c a r r i e d  t o  
t h e  Americas, -a migra t ion  of immense propor t ions  t h a t  had inca lcu lab le  
economic, p o l i t i c a l ,  and s o c i a l '  r ami f i ca t ions  i n  t h e  coun t r i e s  of 
t h e i r  u l t imate  d e s t i n a t i o n .  "Indeed,' s cho la r s ' have  only begun t o  study 
t h e  enormous con t r ibu t ions  t o  New World, s o c i e t i e s  by men and women of 
African descent -- no't only the  bui ld ing  of economic s t r u c t u r e s ,  but 
i n  the  s o c i a l  and c u l t u r a l  spheres a s  well .  For a s  t h e  eminent 
h i s t o r i a n  C .  Vann Woodward has commented i n  "Clio with Soul," "So f a r  
a s  t h e i r  c u l t u r e  i s  concerned, a l l  Americans are,  pa r t  Negro." 

S t i l l  t o  be determined i s  the  ex tent  t o  which mutual i ty  of 
i n t e r e s t  among   lacks of t h e  diaspora can be ' fos te red  and maintained. 
For c u l t u r e  no l e s s  than co lo r  i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  i n  human a f f a i r s ,  and i t  
i s  evident  t h a t  t he  l a t t e r  a lone w i l l  no t  be ' s u f f i c i e n t  t o  e s t a b l i s h  
meaningful long-tern r e l a t i o n s h i p s  between Africans . and t h e  
descendants of Afr icans  i n  o the r  p a r t s  o f '  t h e  world. When Black 
Panther leader  Eldridge Cleaver re turned  t o  t h e  United S t a t e s  from 
e x i l e ,  he  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  "Back t o  Afr ica  Movement" i s  dead, and 
r e l a t e d  t h a t  t he re  were "cu l tu ra l  chasms" between black Americans and 



Africans: "I , . I  f e l t  as d i s t a n t  from some Africans a s  from some people i n  
Asia." ' ''Kyszne ' Toure, formerly ' Stokley C a h i c h a e l ,  who married an 
African knd i r b  l ived  i n  ' ~ f r i c a  a number'of y e a r s ,  would :emphatically: 
disagree+.- Ever suc'cinct , Dick* Gregory bemusedly' r e l a t e d  t h a t  v i s i t i n g  ' , 

Af r i c i  'be received the   reate ate st ' shock ' of h i s  l i f e  when, he'  'found . . 
j out - 

* 

$ -  . = tha t "  he: &as a "chocolate-colored "American white ban .":* ' * :  ' I . - . .  . - 
~eitly *found i n t e r e s t  i n  ' t he  land of t h e i i  ances to r s  *has - motivated 

' 

many -<Af rb -hef  icans t o  i d e n t i f y  ' withv -and .champion t h e  new; Af ri 'can ' 
+ ,  

nation-states.  Many Afrodmericani '  *ve v i s i t e d  Afr ica ,  as scholars ,  ' 
Peace Corps volunteers,  ' I  and, a s  t o u r i s t s .  ' Af ro-her icans"  t r ave l ing  t o  , 

~f ri'ca'- w'itd I S  l i t t l e  o r  ' ,no knovledge ' *  of ' the  ' coud t r i e i  v i s i t i d "  have . 
exp&'ieaced * many o& 'ihe f r u s t r a t i o n s  *'aid mi6;nderstandiags .of t o u r i s t  i' ' 

everywhere. -, Some have espoused a 'permanent a r e t u r n  ' to ' t h e  motherland. ' 
Their L~express ions~ '  of ' enthusiasm have a t  t ' imes  disconcerted and puzzled - , . )  

Af r icans  . ;'If Af ro-Aniericans .have been welcomed i n  'Africa' :as  v i s i t o = s ,  -, 
only tho& i n d i v i d d a l s '  possesring'  investment c a p i t a l  * o i  expettiie * 
needed 'by developing countr ies  ha+e been encouraged t o '  :remain. ' M' - ' 

One ' of the; p r inc ipa l  determinants ' i n  fu tu re '  r e l a t i o n s  between ' - 
Afri 'cins a n d  'Af ro -~mer icans  will- bes i the  ef f ecti&edess- '  of 'B lack  Studies": 
and 'Af r icad ' -  s tud ies  programs .and ~ l a c k + o n t r o l l & d  + media i n b  d u c a t  ing ; a ' 
Af ro-Americaps about- A: r i can  s o c i e t i e s  . add ~ c u l t u i e s ' .  :'   or ' most ' 

Af r&&&cans .knov " l i t t l e -  about .: th& co'nt inent  ' .and a r e  'sometimes "as . 
as : are  t h e i r '  ' white countrymen ' to  misunderstand' ,the ! values knd 

asp i ra i ions '  of +Afr icans* T h e ' .  ' l a t e  Tom Mboya o f ,  Kenya expressed' t h a t  + ! .  

truism :a f t e r  an abras ive  excha'nge' +.  _ , . ,  with i 
black ' m i l i t a n t s  i n  Harled <in - '  a 
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' *- What ' i s  u n r e a l i i t  i c -  abouts the  propiiskl' ' -  [ t d  - ,, - 

s ,  

I 1 : . -, 
-r - . '  ^ =;turn t o  + ~ f r i c a ]  ' i s  the  ease' with which 'sob'e , :  ..-. ' , 

. 1 (  , 
- - - 

, , t  - a . ? , s  

- b l & k ' d ~ & e r i & n s  think th=y can' throw df f t h e i i  " - . ,,.. 
I .  , - *  " ,  ' , - ' ~ i e i i c a n ~ ' +  i u l t u r e  and tbe tone '  A f r i c a n  '**For * . ' , 

- l  ; , *  f 4 b " 9 ,  
L < * . !  : 

? "  . .  ' a  . , * =xa&tple;- some'. think t h a t  t o h i d e n t i f y  .with * , , * A  * . . 

~ f i i &  ; dnh shbuld wear:'a shaggy- "beard o r - ' a  a ' ' ' 
I' ' C .  k 

+ a -  ' p i e c e ~ o f ' . c l o t ~ o d ' o n e " ~ h e a d o r  a cheap garment - * I s e w  

. I ' +  - , - - * " &  ) . . w . on .*next 6' - body' .., '- t X ' S - '  f ind  . here.  a* complete , . "  
, : "  ' "  a .  

- misunderstanding o f  what 'African 'cul ture  r e a l l y  
F .  r a I , , 1 1  I *  . * means. . "An Akrican : waiks barefoot ' o r  weirs ;. . .  k 

+ , * '  - ? ? , "  .,,< - t c ;. s i + t  -.- sandals badeg of o l d  t i r e s  not because  i t  - ,  i s  h i s  d .  ' , ' ,  . , , ,, r 

v u e  

. + . ,  3 s  cu l tu re  , ,  but becak&:he l i v e s  .in"ppirerty.' WeLL _ . I... 
5 h 

l ' (  

' l i v e  ' in  mud* and . w a t t l e s h u t s  and 'buya'cheap, ~ o n g  . <  
, r  C " " ( P  

* i s  

' ,  
. l >  Kong f a b r i c s  not' 'because it is  , ' par t  of .  ,obr * c  ' * * , 

, I* 3 , 3 c. , , 

culture;  b u t "  because , these  are, condit ions 1 '  I , ,  . . , A ,  
I ' .  . +  * ... " 

imposed +, ,on " us-- ; today 'by, "poverty.'+, and', .* by : , <  , , b e  

* i . , ,  

- ~ ; " , l imi ta t ions  i n ,  technical', educational  and o t h e r ,  ' ' 
< > C "  , g 2  8. , ' 

. resources .* '.' White , people have of ten 'confused : ' ' . ' - - 
the symb61s: bf our poverty stwith oui c&itu;=. -1 * * :' ' ' d ~ : '  " " 

", ," .+ ,* : : \ , , - , f i b ,  
-wouldd- hbpk t h a t  black people 'vou1dv not' k k e  the  ,' 
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' ! *  the  s u m  of our personal i ty  and ' 'our ' a t t i t u d e  " " ' ,  : e  

" * - ,  1 
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- tpward - : l ife.- '  + The " basic: .  qua l i t2es  : t h a t  , '<'.: ' * * '  ' 
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. ' ', dis t ingu i sh  i t  a r e  'our  .extended"'f k i l y  t i e s ,  and ' , 
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t h e  codes governing r e l a t i o n s  between o l d  and 
young, our  concept of mutual s o c i a l  

- r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  and communal a c t i v i t i e s ,  our  
. '. sense  of  humor, o u r  b e l i e f  i n  a  supreme being 

and o u r  ceremonies f o r  ' b i r t h ,  marr iage and p 

. . death.  ~ h e s e  t h i n g s  have ah deep meaning f o r  
@ I us ,  and they  pervade o u r  c u l t u r e ,  r e g a r d l e s s  of  . < 

t r i b e  o r  c lan .  They a r e  q u a l i t i e s  t h a t  shape 
: o u r  l i v e s ,  and they  w i l l  i n f ldence  t h e  new 

i n s t i t u t i o n s  t h a t  w e  are now e s t a b l i s h i n g .  
i 

I f  . fev Black Americans a r e  p r e s e n t l y  informed about Af r i ca ,  ' t h e  
number i s  s t e a d i l y  i nc reas ing  due t o  t h e  e f f o r t s  of 'Black S tud ie s  and 
Afr ican  S tud ie s  programs and t h e  thousands of  Af r i cans  who a t t e n d  
American c o l l e g e s  and u n i v e r s i t i e s  and serve as ' i n t e r p r e t e r s  of dfric'an 
c u l t u r e  t o  Americans (and on t h e i r  r e t u r n  home, of  American c u l t u r e  t o  
f e l l ow  ~f  r i c a n s )  . So long a s  t h e i r  dream of  a  ' ~ i f e  of  d i g n i t y -  and 
equa l  oppor tun i ty  and j u s t i c e ' i n  t h e  United S t a t e s  remains u n f u l f i l l e d ,  

I I 

moreover, Afro-Americans w i l l  s t r i v e  t o '  l e a r n  more about t h e i r  
a n c e s t r a l  homeland. ' F o r a s  W.E.B. 'DuBois wro tk4 ! in  1903 i n  The ' ~ o u l s  &: 

0 ,  , & 
" *I  , _1 

Black Folk: : 2 8  4 ; : .  .;. . , * . '  # -- . , <  , I  
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, . , . One ever  feels ' ."  h i s  two-nets - an' ~ m e r i c a n , '  'a ' '  ' ,  

' 1 *', 
* ' ,: , ; s  

Negro ; . *two ' souls, . two "thoughts  ,' ' two " " A 

, , $ .  . unreconci led s t r i v i n g s ;  :j:two":warrhg i d e a l s  i n  " " - '  Y 

r *  " 
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'oneb. $dark  -,body, : :whose dogged ' s t r e n g t h  a lone  , ' 

, ,#  ; 
. L  I " 

b s , : . . . .keepsm i t  from being t o r n u  asunder.  * 1  

( ' .  8 .  . " a 
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v . - . . < e m  ' *  : The ' h i s t o r y  o f ,  t h e  Amer%canb ~ ~ k k r o '  i s  t h e  - ' s , 

' I 
f r  

L L? - . ,  , , ' h i s t o r y  o f  : t h i s  s t r i f e , .  -- a t h i s  longing '  t o  ,' , -  ~ ' 8 

a &, a t t a i n - l s e l f - c o n s c i o u s  'manhood, t o  .merge h i s "  
I , ,  

4 

, b , .  . doublet# s e l f  i n t o  a ' ,  b e t t e r  and t r u e r  s e l f .  l n  + ' <  
# 4. 

t h i s  merging he w i s h e s ' n e i t h e r ' o ' f  . ' the o l h e r  ' : ,  
#4 " 

I I 

1 - s e l v e s  t o  be l o s t .  .He &uld d o t  Afr icaq , ize  
r ' I  a .' 

c, 6 * 

, I ;  -America; f o r  America has too much t o  : t each  *the " 
, t r  , i i  1 "  

b $ 
I , ,  ( 

1 I  , 

j ,  world.  and , Afr i ca .  - He $would .' no t  Elleach hi's 
,, 

I 1 ':Negro sou l  i n  a f l ood  ,'of white ' ~ m e r i c a n i s k ,  . ;, ' ' , , 
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i I . .p. ' .  , f o r  he knows ' t h h t  ~ e g r o  &blood h a s  a  "message * 

. , I  .I ' ,, .. . : . f o r .  t h e  world .* Be simply wished " t o  bake it-' 
% "  
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. .DuBors wrote  t h e :  'fqregoing s e d t  imehts two' yek& b e f o r e  . ' t h e  Reverend 
~ h o k s  Dixon  publ ished t h e  i g n o r i n i  ~diatribe'-'pr~vibu~ly'~~quoted.   here': 
i s ,  of .course,  ""no  ques t i on  a s  : ' to ' which m a n ' s  v i s ion , '  ' " ,  D u ~ o f  s, 's  o r  
Dixon's, most inf luenced r a c e  r e l a t i b n s  i n *  , t.hen' u n i t e d  s t a t e s '  : i n  . . t h e .  
twen t i e th  century.  S t i l l ,  rDuBois . ' a l s & a s s e r t " e d  i n  .The . w ' ~ o u l s    lack 
Folk : t h a t  " t h e .  problem of t h e  t ~ e n t i e t h ' c e b t u r ~  i s ' t h e  'problem o f ,  ' the  - 
c o l o r l i n e ,  , - -  t h e ~ i r e l a t i o n  of t h e  darker '  t o  the * l i g h t e r  races of m e q i n  
Asia acd ~ f r i c a ,  ! in *America *and t h e  i s l a n d s & - o f  ' t h e  sea'.'' ' s i n c e  t he  end 
o f ,  the Second World ,War .the.:deopl e df the  ' u n i t e d  s t a t e s , :  w h i t e s  : a s  we l l :  
a s  B l a c k s ,  r a c i s t s  a s  *well- a s -  refohhe&, have becdme i n c r e a s i n g l y  aware ' 

o f ,  t h e  a c c u r a c y  o f  DuBois ' s :  p r e d i c t i o n  * a n d  have come t o  r e a l i z e  ; tha t  t h e  ; 

way i n  which t h a t ,  problem l-0 t h e  probl=m.of p r e j u d i c e  -- i s  *met w i l l  be 
o f  monumental importance to, t h e i r  r epub l i c  and a l s o  t o  Af r i ca  and t h e  
world . 
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F i r s t  ment'ion' deservedly ,  belongss; t o  t h e  l a t e  Melv i l l e  Herskovits  's 

pioneer work,   he' k ~ t h  o f  ' t he  : N e ~ r o  P a s t  (1,9411, : the  . f i r s t  in£  omed  
- :  , 

study of t h e  impact of Afr ican  . r c u l t u r a l ~ ;  he r i t age  .on American l i f e . -  
  not her vork- of a n ,  ea,rlier g e n e r a t  ion  which has continuing relevance is 
E r i c  ~ i l l i ams ,  Capi ta l i sm-  :Slsverv (1944). D a ~ i d . ~ ~ B i i o n  Davis, 
Problem & Slavery k. Western *'Culture (19661, , i s  s s tandard  work on 

, .  I , ,  r ,  s l a v e  systems i n  t h e  :Americas. . .,. f - .  i . : iu ", ,, s 

Harold I saacs ,  The New wbrld & N e ~ r o  Americans (19631, was 
published- .on t h e  -.,eve : of t h e ,  ~Black . . r evo lu t ion  i n  t h e  uni ted ' '  ~ t i t e s .  

\ chinging ~ i r o - ~ m e r i c a n  a t t i t u d e s  toverd' .  Af r i ca  a r e  surireyed -& - t h r e e  
antholpgi& : Adelaide Cromwell H i l l  and Martin Kilson, eds . , ~ * r o o o s -  pf 
A f  r'ica: . sent iments  . of. N e ~ r o ,  h e t i c a n  Leaders pe Afr ica  f r o m  the 1800 ' s 
&,$he 1950's (1969) ;  Raymond P-. Betts, ed.. The'Xdeolonv &-blackness  . * 

(1971)*; ., ,axid ,0kon Edet Uya, ed. ,:. Black Brotherhood: Afro-Americans. and . a 

b f t i c a  -(1971). ,.   om ' ~ b o y a  ' 6 ,  views, on . the  new ; in t e re s t*  of  Afro-Americans 
i n  l t h e i r ' .  motherland a r e  found i n  ''The M e r i c a n "  *Negro Cannot . Look t o  ". - 
Afr ica  f o r  an Escape," -New ~ o r k . ~ i m e s  Hanazine ( Ju ly  i13 ,1969) ,  , 3 0 4 4 ;  , 

New departure's ' * fo r  h i s t o r i a n s  a r e  s e t  f o r t h  by C; Vann Woodward, ''Cliol 
with soul , "  Jou rna l  of American His to ry  LVI, 1 (June 1969), 5-20. 
Charles Cuthr ie  o f ,  Indiana  .S ta te  Universi ty".  has prepared a provocat ive 
s l i d e  p resen ta t ion  of ,,:;magazine advert isements  , cartoons,  textbook 
i l l u s t r a t i o n s  ,. ' etc. ' ,  ,: t h a t  : se rve  . to  :pe rpe tua te  myths and misconceptions 
concerning Afr ica .  For t e a c h e r s ,  -''The ,Struggle.-Continues !'' 

Standard a&udt s  of ,?the l i t l a p t i c  s l a v e  t r a d e  : a re  B a s i l  Davidson, 
Black Mother: -Africa: The Years of T r i a l  (19611, and Daniel Hannix and 
Halcolm Covley, Black Carnoes : .,A_;History oft &he ;&t l a n t i c  Slave Trade. 
1519-1 865 (1962). and James A .  .Rawley, The  Transa t l an t i c '  Slave Trade; A_ 
History (1981) . ' s t a t i s t i c s  on :$ the  s l a v e  - t r ade  ..quoted . i n  the  present  
essay a r e  tak'eh : frob . p h i l i p  D .  Cur t in ,  The A t l a n t i c  Slave Trade: A_ 

* - . ,  .* 

Census (1969)., a. remarkable 'work of s y n t h e s i s  t h a t .  s t imula ted  a spa te  of 
. . ( .  % a -  

s p e c i a l i z e d  s t i d i e s . .  These ",&ve.: compiled g rea t  , q u a n t i t i e s  of new 
information concerding ' , ,a l l  . aspects .  of , the - slave:  t r ade ;  f o r  some a r e a s  

J I -  I 

Curt i n ' s  e s t ima tes ,  a r e  revised, upwards, f o r  o the r  : areas downwards, but 
taken together ,  . they , s u s t a i n l i $ u r t i n ' s  jovera l l  es t imate  of n ine  and a 
ha l f  t o  ten'million~'~captive~Afric,ans ,reaching , the!  Americas. This  
l i t e r a t u r e  is d i s c u s s e d i  by,: Paul: *.E. Lovejoy 4: i n  '!The. ;Volume of t h e  
A t l a n t i c  s l ave .  Trade: A Synthesis ,  " Journa l  Af r i ean*  t g i s t o r ~ ~  23, 4 
(19821, and i n   rans sf or mat ions Slaverv: A .  History . a #laverv  in 
Afr ica  (1983). Three booka t h a t  present  t h e  vork of leading scho la r s  
a r e  Suzanne Miers a n d I g o r  Kopytoff, eds., Slaverv 'h Africa:  H i s t o r i c a l  
and s ~ n t h r o ~ o l o n ~ c a l  Persdec t ives .  : (1977) ; Henry. A. -'Gemery and.. Jan -. S.. - 
Hogendorn, eds., ThebUnconrmon Market: Essavs a Economic l i s t o r v  d. 
t he  ~ t l a ' n t i c  Slave Trade (1979) ; and -,David .El t i s i+and James Walvin, : eds . , - 
The Abol i t ion  of t h e  ~ t l a n t i c ~ s l a v e  Trade.:(1981). i .  : , - " . , i  

* . . "J J a '  ., .- , " ' -1 
1 t 1  

'. 'Anyone , i n t  e re6ted  i n  slavery-,  : and , the  . s l a v e  : t r a d e  :.should. read* 
accounts - by ' f i r s t  -hand.. #par t i c ipan t s .  . African -experiences a r e  -recorddd - +  

* * 

i n  ~ a u l  ~ d w a r d s ,  :,ed., ~ g u i a h o  ' 8  .Travels  >(17 89; 1967-1 ; - P h i l i p s  D. c u r t  i d ,  a '  

ed ., Afr ica  Remembered: Narra t ives  b~ West Africans -%from : t h e .  Era Zs&::th= .a . 
Slave Trade" '('1967) ; 'and Terry  Alford,  :. P r i n c e  .Among. Slaves.  . (1977).  

,, . rl 

~1ave;s 'I - ~ e f  spec t ives f  a , rek#recounted i n  .:Hugh.: Crow,, Memoirs : ef.; $he Ihte  -- 
Capt'ain ' H U E ~ ,  ' ~row'' of $iveroool '  (1 830; 1967 I., ..and : Captain -,Theophilus 

: . I  , , " * 1 
\ _  I I / I ,  

A - 
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y? Conneau, A_ S l a v e r ' s  LOR Book (19761, i n t roduc t ion  by Mabel M e  Smythe, a s  
w e l l  a s  s e v e r a l  e d i t i o n s  presen ted  by Brantz  Mayer. Alex Haley ' s  Roots 
(1976) has too  many e r r o r s  of f a c t  and i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  t o  warrant  i t s  use  

7 
a s  c o l l a t e r a l  reading,  un l e s s  i t  i s  s tud i ed  i n  conjunc t ion  w i t h  such 
c r i t i q u e s  a s  Donald R e  Wright, "Uprooting Kunta Kinte:  On t h e  P e r i l s  o f  
Relying on Encyclopedic Informants, ' '  H i s to ry  A f r i c a ,  Vol. 8 (19811, 
205-217, and Gary B. H i l l s  and E l i zabe th  Shown M i l l s ,  "Roots and t h e  New 
'Fac t ion '  : A Legi t imate  Tool f o r  Clio?", V i rg in i a  Manetine H i s t o r v  
and Bioaraphv, Vol . 89, 1 (1981), 3-26. "Keeping cu r r en t "  concerning - 
s l a v e r y  and t h e  s l a v e  t r a d e  i s  v i r t u a l l y  a hopeless  t a s k ,  g iven  t h e  
p l e t h o r a  of  s t u d i e s  during , t h e  p a s t  two! decades and t h e  work i n  
progress .  However, t h e  p l ace  t o  s t a r t  is  Joseph C. H i l l e r ,  S lavery :  A_ 
Cornoarat i v e  Teachinq B i b l i o n r a ~ h v  ( 1977 ) ; H i l l e r  undertakes t h e  
Sisyphean t a s k  of publ i sh ing  annual  b i b l i o g r a p h i c a l  supplements i n  t h e  
j ou rna l  S l ave ry  and Abol i t ion .  
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