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This number of the  FOLICUIRF, FORUII, l i k e  Sebeokts i'lyth; A Symposium, 
represents r a the r  a mixed bag of ideas. The subjects  t r e a t ed  range from 
methodology in  the  undergraduate classroom and the  image of the  d i sc ip l ine  
i n  the  l i b e r a l  arts curriculum t o  ghetto education and t i n y  t o t s  mass 
media programming. The wr i te r s  a r e  involved with pliilosophy and method- 
ology and even pedagogical public re la t ions .  A s  d iverse  i n  outlook as 
these a r t i c l e s  a re ,  we hope t h a t  they mark an awareness 6f the f a c t  t ha t  
v i r t u a l l y  a l l  professional  f o l k l o r i s t s  a r e  educators a s  well a s  scholars. 

There has f o r  some time been a marked b i a s  on the  p a r t  of many professors 
against  the academic d i sc ip l ine  of Education. This b i a s  has of course 
been by no means l imi ted  t o  scholars and teachers of fo lk lore  and has 
p r inc ipa l ly  been di rected a ~ a i n s t  the presumed inan i t i e s  of "methods 
 course^.^^ The c l a s s i c  c l i che  has perhaps been: ftT:iey t r y  t o  teach you 
how t o  teach without teat!-ling you what t o  teach." Such c r i t i c i sm  has - - 
perhaps often been jus t i f i ed ,  but  there  i s  the danger t h a t  such sentiments 
can mask an a t t i t u d e  h o s t i l e  t o  legi t imate  re f lec t ion  on educational 
processes and problems. The scholar,  i n  h i s  skepticism f o r  "Education," 
f inds  a convenient excuse f o r  ignoring the  philosophy, psychology, and 
aims of h i s  teaching du t ies  and r a r e ly  a r r i ve s  a t  any s t ructed conception 
of education. Needless t o  say, such a scholar makes a poor educator. 

The r e s u l t s  of such an a t t i t u d e  mag range from an i n a b i l i t y  on the  pa r t  
of individual  scholars t o  cope with educational reform t o  the  d i s i l l u s ion  
of hordes of undergraduates baff led by the  demands of a d i sc ip l ine  
t h a t  seems t o  lack a rat ionale.  Tlie d i sc ip l ine  of folklore ,  as l i t t l e  
understood as  it is i n  the  United S ta tes ,  needs pa r t i cu l a r l y  inspired 
in te rpre te r s  i n  the  competitive American academic arena. Unlike b e t t e r  
established branches of study, fo lk lore  can ill afford t o  become entang- 
l e d  i n  the  minutiae of scholarship i n  the classroom. We ought t o  give 
concerted a t t en t ion  t o  the  question of what fo lk lore  uniquely o f fe r s  t o  
a "well roundedu education and how it can bes t  be presented t o  students 
who may s t a r t  out with a minimal i n t e r e s t  i n  i ts  goals. There must be 
a "whyu of it a l l  beyond our various personal hobbies and t he  vaguely 
a r t i cu l a t ed  idea t h a t  fo 'k lore  is somehow c ruc i a l  t o  human interaction.  

I n  the  coLlection of essays a t  hand, Ellen Steker t  begins t o  deal  with 
the  broad questions of folklore  i n  the  context of the  general learning 
experience. Her concern is the  a b i l i t y  of the  fo lk lore  teacher t o  make 
tho student 's  contact with 7Qr subject  i n t e l l e c t u a l l y  rewarding, even 
ex ,~ t ing .  Although the term llrelevanceft has l a t e l y  been a b i t  overused 
("relevant t o  what?"), we can say t h a t  she makes a good case f o r  estab- 
l i sh ing  the  relevance of folklore  teaching, i n  the  sense t h a t  it should 
t i e  i n  folk  materials  with other humanistic and s o c i a l  s c i e n t i f i c  con- 
cerns. Ray Browne is likewise concerned with the  need f o r  the  academic 
community t o  meet tile s tuden t ' s  need t o  understand the  world around him. 
He emphasizes t3e  necess i ty  fo r  grappling with the t o t a l i t y  of cul ture  
and f o r  going beyond the  e l i t i s t  b ias  of many commentators t o  a notion 
of  popular culture,  which should be accorded increasinr- a t t en t ion  as it 



increases i n  importance i n  modern mass society. Browne proceeds t o  
describe t he  i n t e r e s t i ng  developments a t  the Center f o r  Popular Culture, 
Bowling Green University, where a new awareness of c u l t u r a l  forms is  
being t rans la ted  i n t o  teaching and other means of reaching students and 
the general public. 

If these two a r t i c l e s  sketch i n  the  background, Tom Burns jumps i n to  
the  problems of the ac tua l  methodology of underpraduate teaching and 
gives us a de ta i l ed  treatment of how a col lect ing project  might p rof i t -  
ably be handled. H i s  suggestions should prove i n f l u e n t i a l  indeed, f o r  
they s e t  f o r t h  a sodnd, even exc i t ing  procedure which promises t o  y ie ld  
much f o r  t he  student and t'ne professor alike. Carter Cra ig ie l s  contrib- 
ution, highly amusing as wel l  a s  informative, a l s o  o f fe r s  self-help 
advice f o r  the  f o l k l o r i s t  who would spread tile word. The audience he has 
d e a l t  with, however, i s  ra ther  younger than t he  average undergraduate and 
h i s  educational medium has not been the  classroom but t he  t e lev i s ion  tube. 

Jan Srunvand and Linda ~ 6 ~ h  b o t h p r i t e  about fo lk lore  in  t he  context of 
the  univers i ty  s t ructure .  Hrs. Deghrs a r t i c l e  should prove useful  i n  t h i s  
aga of academic reform, f o r  we can mine it f o r  the  ideas of our European 
colleagues a s  we search f o r  new types of departmental s t ructures .  Because 
fieldwork adds a unique dimension t o  folklore  education, perhaps we can 
learn  a good lesson from the  more highly developed f i e l d  t ra in ing  programs 
i n  Europe. Brunvand surveys the  s t a t u s  of folklore  with English depart- 
ments i n  the  American system. Although we hes i t a t e  t o  characterize i n  
b r ie f  his enter ta ining combination of whimsy and common sense, he i s  
e s sen t i a l l y  concerned with the misunderstanding of our d i sc ip l ine  and 
the  need t o  nmissionizell not colleagues bu t  students. In  the  end we must 
r e l y  heavily upon our a b i l i t y  t o  teach. 

Finally,  Thomas Green, w$o has recent ly  been employed, along with 
Roger D. Abra?3ams and Americo Paredes, a s  a consultant  i n  fo lklore  and 
cul ture  by the  Texas Education Agency, moves more i n t o  the  area  of 
"applied fol?clore.ll He notes with j u s t i f i c a t i on  t h a t  professional  edu- 
cat ion has too often walled i t s e l f  off from w l i f e m  and proposes the  
value o f  follclore as a rceans of breaking down ethnocentr ic i ty  and connect- 
ing the book with the s t r ee t .  

Thus, the  a r t i c l e s  a re  diverse indeed. Yet they represent only a few 
points of view and we hope tlley a r e  t:be ca ta lys t s  f o r  rejoinders and 
other a r t i c l e s  presenting other ideas. The ed i to rs  of t he  TOT,KLCRE 
FORUM have in t:.e pas t  published several  a r t i c l e s  on pedagogy , by 
Robert Adans, Rosan Jordan and Uatt Salo, in  the  pages of the  regular 
ser ies .  Our pages continue t o  be open t o  ideas on fo lk lore  education, 
ana de look forward t o  continuing the  discussion in  t h i s  area. 


