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INTRODUCTION 

Kaarle Krohnls -- Die ~ o l k l o r i s ~ t i s c h e  Arbe i t s~e t~hode  i s  indeed one of the  
cornerstones of twentieth century fo lk lore  scholarship, the cornerstone 
upon which is  based the  i n f l u e n t i a l  "Finnish" historic-geographic meth- 
od. Although we have been advised t h a t  a manuscript English t r ans l a t i on  
of Krohnrs work has been i n  existence f o r  some years, t h i s  t r ans l a t i on  
has never been p ~ b l i s h e d ;  indeed, even i t s  exact whereabouts remain un- 
known, a t  l e a s t  t o  the FORUM edi to rs  and those persons t o  whom they 
have directed inquir ies .  It is t o  be hoped t ha t  M r ,  Danielson's excel- 
l e n t  abs t rac t  w i l l  serve merely as  a stop-gap measure and t h a t  eventu- 
a l l y  a f u l l  t r ans l a t i on  will. be made available.  Unt i l  such a time, t h i s  
de ta i l ed  abs t r ac t  w i l l  allow those s tudents  of f o lk lo r s  not conversant 
with German some ins ight  i n t o  Krahnrs important ideas. 

M r .  Danielson's work is  the  f i r s t  extended abs t r ac t  t o  anpear i n  the  
FOLKLORE FORUM Bibliographic and Specia l  Series. We hope t o  publish 
others  i n  the  fu ture  and cord ia l ly  i n v i t e  any scholars  who a re  in teres ted 
i n  doing such extensive, c r i t i c a l  abs t rac t s  of works not i n  English t o  
contact us. Idea l ly  w e  would hope t o  abs t rac t  works i n  l e s s  access ible  
languages. But we a lso  f e e l  t h a t  we must recognize the  f z c t  t ha t ,  la-  
ment as  we may, many Am~rican folklore  studen-ts (and, indeed, accom- 
pl ished scholars)  do not know German. This is perhaps the  inevi-table re- 
s u l t  of an educational system which puts greater  emphasqs on French and 
Spanish, languages of r e l a t i v e l y  l i t t l e  u t i l i t y  i n  dealing with follclore 
scholarship. This trend shows l i t t l e  s ign of reversing, and indeed 
fo lk lore  graduate s t u d e n t s  who take up language study i n  conjunction 
with t h e i r  fo lk lore  s tud ies  a r e  ~ p t  t o  devote t h e i r  attentions t o  sorns- 
times exotic languages which 1 ~ r i l 1  be use fu l  t o  them i n  t h e i r  fieldwork 
o r  t h e i r  "area s tudies"  minor. Indeed, a t  the  present time students a t  
the  Indiana Folklore I n s t i t u t e  a re  studying such languages a s  Chinese, 
Danish, Quechua, Mandc and Croatian. T5is perhaps bodes well f o r  the 
fu ture  of in te rna t iona l  scho la r ly  cooperation. I n  the  meantime, maybe 
an in tens i f i ed  t rans la t ion  and abst ract ing program could give us access 
t o  c l a s s i c  works i n  German, which is,  with English, one of the  two ma- 
jor  languages of f o lk lo r i s t i c s .  
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Kaar le  Krohn, --- Kaleva la  s c h o l a r ,  f o l l ; l c r i e t ,  and c~ne of t h e  
l- ch ie f  ~ ~ ~ h i f ~ e c  ss o.,. t h z  l1i~torir;--g~og:~tip1:ic mctnoct of f o l k  

l i t e r z t u r e  s t u d y ,  w a s  t h e  t h i r d  i n  l i n e  of  a F i n n i s h  f o l k l o r e  
s c h o l a r s h i p  dynasty. H i s  f a t h e r ,  J u l i u s  I<rohn, w a s  t h e  first 
t o  use  t he  h i s to r i c -geog raph ic  metho3 i n  h i s  s t u d i e s  of 
Kalevala  a a t e r i a l s ,  and J u l i ~ i z  I<rohnq s t e a c h e r ,  E l i a s  
7 1 -  - -- Lonnro-c, was t h e  s y n t h e s i z e r  arid e d i t 9 r  QP t h e  F i n n i s h  
n a t i o n a l  e p i c ,  t h e  Kalevala .  To con-';j nue t h e  cha in  of 
s c h o l a r s h i p ,  A n t t i  Aarne was one of K a ~ r l c  KrohnP s. a b l e s t  
s t u d e n t s .  Together  w i th  t h e  name of Aarne, t h a t  cf Rrohn i s  
most c l o s e l y  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  h i s to r ic -geographic  o r  
so-ca l led  ?b"nnishH schoo l  of f o l k t a l e  s tudy .  KrohnV s 
impor tan t  s t a t e  e n t  of i t s  methodology, -- Die F o l k l o r i s t  -- i s c h e  
Arbeitsmethode,' i s  s t i l l  a n  ind isper i sab le  volume i n  a 
f o l k l o r i s t v s  l i b r a r v ,  bo th  f o r  i t s  h i s t o r i c a l  va lue  and f o r  
i t s  c l e a r  e x p o s i t i o n '  of  t h e  h i s to r i c -geog raph ic  method. 

Kaar le  Erohn was born i n  1863 an& was r e a r e d  i n  an  academic 
fami ly  whose members esteemed t h e i r  homeland, i t s  language,  
and c u l t u r e .  A s t u d e n t  of 1:rolin has  noted t h a t  t h e  s c h o l a r  
was always very  consc jous  of h i s  f a m l l y  backgroui-~d and proud 
of t h e  f a c t  t h a t  h i s  f a m i l y  t:as one of t h 2  first emong 
F i n n i s h  i n t e A l e c t u a l s  t o  u s s  t h e  F i n n i s h  language purpose ly  
i n  t h e  home." (Iliot u n t i l  t l ic  n i n e t e e n t h  cen tu ry  was t h e  
F i n n i s h  cu l t .u re  ' a p p r e c i a t e d  by t h e  F i n n l s h  i n t e l l i g e n t s i a  
a s  unique and n a t i o n a l ,  and no t  u n t i l  191'7 d i d  F in l and  
a t t a i n  h e r  independence from Russ ia . )  

A s t u d e n t  of F i n n i s h  f o l k l o r e  and l i t e r a t u r e  a l l  h i s  l i f e ,  
Krolin began c o l l e c t i n g  t r a d i t i o n a l  m a t e r i a l s  i n  t h e  f i e l d  - whi le  s t i l l  a  s t u d e n t .  i n  s e v e r a l  yeare he c o l l e c t e d  some 
eighceen thousand i t e n s ,  i n c l u d i n g  e i g h t  thousand f o l k -  
t a i e s . 3  H i s  l j t e r  s c h o l a r s h i p ,  t h e r ,  was no t  t h a t  of an 
armchair  b i b l i o p h i l e ,  Hz hzd exper ienced d i r e c t  c o n t a c t s  
w i t h  l i v i n g  f o l k  t r a 3 . i t i o n s  and t h e i r  m i l i eu .  He began h i s  
l o n g  s e r i e s  of schol-ar ly  publj .ca+,ionsslwith a f o l k t a l e  s t udy ,  
as wel l - -his  d o ~ t o r a l  d i ~ s e r , ~ ; x t i o n ,  -- ~ a r  (l?olf) E u e ,  e iqe  
nord i sche  --- ~ i e r m i r ~ c h e n k e t t e .  '!'he same y e a r  i n  which he ----- - 
r ece ived  h i s  doctora.t;e, ld8:>, he became t h e  f irst  r ep re sen t a -  
t i v e  of f o l k l o r e  s c h o l a r s h i p  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  of H e l s i n k i ,  
when he w a s  appoin ted  docent  o f  F i n n i s h  and conpa ra t i ve  
f oi lclore.  

The fo l l owing  y e a r ,  a t  t h e  d e a t h  of h i s  f a t h e r ,  he ccrnrnit-Led 
himself  t o  t h e  completion of a l::irnl;er of p r o j e c t s  l e f t  
un f in i shed  by J u l i u s  Krohn, works on F i n n i s h  pagan r i t e s ,  
F i n n i s h  f o l k l o r e  and l i t e r a t u l - e ,  and - Kaleva la  s t u d i e s .  
KrohnPs indepecdent  s t u d i e s  fol lowed:  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  of 
F i n n i s h  i n c a n t a t i o n s ,  t h e i r  geographic  and h i s t o r i c  o r i g i n s ,  
t h e  geographic  d i f f u s i o n  and developmen-; of  t h e  . L _  Raleva la  
p o e m ,  and i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  of o t h e r  t r a d i t i o n a l  n z r r a t l v e s .  
I n  1508 t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  of H e l s i n k i  e s t a b l i s h e d  a  pernanent  
chaJ.r i n  F i n n i s h  and comparative f o l k i o r e  a i ~ d  Iirohn was i 6 s  
first occupant,, 

L a t e r  f o l k l c r e  s t c d i e s  lnc luded  r e s e a r c h  i n  f o l k  b e l i e f s  and 



i n c a n t a t i o n s ,  legends,  anc ient  F inn i sh  poetry,  and Scandina- 
v ian  mythology, a s  we l l  a s  work with r i d d l e s ,  placenames, 
and Finnish  f o l k  r e l i g i o n .  Krohn continued h i s  thorough 
analyses  of Kalevala m a t e r i a l s  and t h e s e  s t u d i e s  culminated 
i n  s i x  volumes of Kalevalastudien,  published i n  t h e  1920s 
i n  FF Communications. Even t h i s  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  p u b l i c a t i o n  
o w e d i t s  c r e a t i o n  t o  Xrohn (and Axel ~ l r i k ) .  The two fo lk -  
l o r i s t s  founded t h e  Folk lore  Fellows i n  1907, an o rgan iza t ion  
c o n s i s t i n g  of members of f o l k l o r e  s o c i e t i e s  i n  d i f f e r e n t  
coun t r i e s  which made a v a i l a b l e  t o  f o l k l o r i s t s  around t h e  
world m a t e r i a l s  otherwise impossible t o  ob ta in .  The Fo lk lo re  
Fellows published t h e  FF Communications and Krohn was i t s  
edi tor- in-chief  u n t i l  h i s  death.  He i ssued  more than  one 
hundred numbers of t h e  s e r i e s .  

I n  1926 t h e  i n d e f a t i g a b l e  scho la r  enlarged a  s e r i e s  of 
l e c t u r e s  on t h e  "Finnishqq method, given i n  192b a t  t h e  
Norwegian I n s t i t u t t e t  f o r  sammenlignende Rulturf orskning a t  
Oslo, and published t h e  work a s  Die F o l k l o r i s t i s c h e  Arbeits-  
methode. Fear t h e  end of h i s  l i f e  he reviewed and synthe- 
s i zed  t h e  most important r e s u l t s  of i n t e r n a t i o n a l  f o l k t a l e  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  s nce t h e  aRpearance of h i s  own doctor81 
d i s s e r t a t i  n  i n  b e r s i c h t  - uber e i n i g e  Resu l t a t e  - d e r  Idarchen- e f orschunq. 

I n  t h e  words of S t i t h  Thompson, Icrohn was an ex t raord ina ry  
vForganizer  and coordina tor  of t h e  e f f o r t s  of o t h e r  scholars .v1 
Among t h e  most prominent s t u d e n t s  i n  t h e  his tor ic-geographic 
t r a d i t i o n  whom Krohn could count a s  p u p i l s  o r  co l leagues  a r e  
Archer Taylor ,  Xeidar Th. Chr i s t i ansen ,  S t i t h  Thompson, and 
t h e  l a t e  Ant t i  Aarne and ? ? a l t e r  Anderson. During a  f u l l  
genera t ion  of scholars hi^, he t7condu.cted an ex%ensive 
program of s tudy of t h e  ? b l k t a l e  and r e l a t e d  s u b j e c t s  i n  
which he secured t h e  co l l abora t ion  of scho la r s  i n  a l l  p a r t s  
of t h e  world. Hels inki  became t h e  Mecca f o r  young f o l k l o r -  
ists, who went t h e r e  t o  p r o f i t  by weeks o r  months of associa-  
t i o n  and s t imulus  whicP came from h i s  sympathetic and ever  
k indly  encouragenent." 

One of t h e s e  d i s c i p l e s  was a  Hungarian s tuden t ,  Ber ta l an  
Korompay, who both s tud ied  and l i v e d  with Eaar le  Iirohn i n  
Finland. I n  h i s  almost i d o l i z i n g  reminiscence of t h e  man, 
composed i n  p a r t  of e n t r i e s  from h i s  "Finnish d ia ry , "  
Korornpay notes  Krohnqs views of f o l k l o r e  scho la r sh ip  i n  t h e  
1930s: 

Among t h e  Germans, f o l k l o r e  i s  always connected t o  
something e l s e ,  f o r  example t o  ethnography, musicol- 
ogy and lexicography. This  sc ience  is only a game 
t o  t h e  B r i t i s h e r s .  There a r e  s e r i o u s  r e sea rcher s  i n  
t h e  nor thern  coun t r i e s ,  Germany and America, but  
even t h e  Americans do not make s a c r i f i c e s  f o r  
f o l k l o r e .  Raarle  Krohn had f o u r  co l l abora to r s  among 
them. I n  America only t h e  B r i t i s h  folksongs a r e  of 
broader i n t e r e s t .  The French a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  only i n  6 
t h e i r  colonies .  I n  France J .  Bedier impeded c o l l e c t i n g .  



The s t a t emen t  is  a  c l e a r  i l l u s t r a t i o n  of Krohnqs whole- 
h e a r t e d  comnitment t o  f o l k l o r e  s c h o l a r s ' l ~ i ~ ~  and t h e  c a u t i o u s  
r e s t r i c t i o n  of i t s  m a t e r i a l s  t o  t h e  s tudyL  of on ly  c e r t a i n  
k inds  of t r a d i t i o n s ,  

Icaarle ICrohn w a s  a n  o r i g i n a l  s c h o l a r  i n  t h e  e p i c  song and 
t h e  f o l k t a l e ,  one of t h e  impor tan t  f o r c e s  i n  t h e  h i s t o r i c -  
geographic  s choo l ,  and a n  i n f l u e n t i a l  t e a c h e r  and i n t e r -  
n a t i o n a l  o rgan ize r .  He t i r e l e s s l y  p i h l i s h e d  s tudy  a f t e r  
s t u d y ,  reviews,  and h i s  own poe t ry .  These p u b l i c a t i o n s ,  a t  
h i s  d e a t h  i n  193j9 comprised ove r  t h i  t y  pages i n  t h e  S t u d i a  
Fennica  volume commemorating t h e  man, 7 
Toward t h e  end of Krohnos l i f e ,  of course ,  h i s  t h e o r i e s  and 
methods were a t t a c k e d ,  bo th  abroad and i n  F in land .  H i s  
t h e o r e t i c a l  and methodological  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  f o l k l o r e  
s c h o l a r s h i p  was t h e  P v p r o d ~ c t  of a  p a r t i c u l a r  pe r iod  and a 
p a r t i c u l a r  mode of g e n e r a l l y  accep ted  t r e n d  of th0ugh.t ," 
and, a s  ano the r  F inn ,  Jouko Hauta la ,  ha s  w r i t t e n ,  h i s  
methodology i s  "a l r eady  t o t t e r i n g .  qr Hauta la  con t inues ,  
however, r p . .  . none t h e  l e s s ,  wi thout  h i s  achievements we 
should  a t  ve ry  many p o i n t s  s t i l l  be a t  t h e  very  'beginning, 
whereas now we a r e  i n  p o s i t i o g  t o  broaden and l e v e l  o u t  a  
t r a i l  a l r e a d y  b lazed  f o r  u s e i v  

Die - F o l k l o r i s t i s c h e  Arbei  tsrrethod - 3egrsnc?et - von J u l i u s  
~roh-b-rd~schen - -- -- - -- Forschern  w a s  w r i t t e n  
t o  e x y l a l n  Nordlc f o l k l o r e  r e s e a r c h  d u r i n g  t h e  h a l f  c en tu ry  
p rev ious  t o  1926 and i t s  t r e a t m e n t  of over  one thousand 
f o l k l o r e  t e x t s .  The work f o c u s e s  or, t h e  F g f o l k l o r i s t i c  
method,'?n Krohnqs exp re s s ion ,  i t s  d i s c o v e r i e s ,  con t r ibu-  
t i o n s ,  and e r r o r s ,  and it a t t e m p t s  t o  p o i n t  ou t  t h e  d i f f i -  
c u l t i e s  of c e r t a i n  problems y e t  t o  be  worked ou t .  The 
a u t h o r  emphasizes t h a t  t h e  s t a t emen t  does  no t  propose 
exhaus t i ve  answers t o  q u e s t i o n s  of f o l k l o r i s t i c  r e s e a r c h ,  but 
i n t e n d s  t o  awaken i n t e r e s t  i n  i t s  problems. Krohnqs I n t r o -  
d u c t i o n  t o  t h e  volume c l o s e s  w i t h  a  d e d i c a t i o n  of t h e  work 
t o  t h e  deceased Koltke TIoi=, Axel Olrik, and A n t t i  Aarne, 
whose s t u d i e s  he o f t e n  r e f e r s  t o  f o r  i l l u s t r a t i v e  purposes ,  
and h i s  t hanks  t o  l i a l t e r  Anderson, Knut ~ i e s t j d l ,  Gustav 
Schmidt,  and Archer Tay lo r ,  vino examined t h e  manuscr jpt .  

CHAP'TER 1) JULIUS :IROMN 

The f i r s t  c h a p t e r  of Die Fo lk? -o r i s t i s che  Arbeitsmethode 
concerns t h e  founder  of t h e  h i ikor ic -geographic  method of 
f o l k l o r e  r e s e a r c h  i n  F in l and ,  t h e  a u t h o r ' s  f a t h e r ,  J u l i u s  
Krohn. The e l d e r  Erohn, docent  i n  F i n n i s h  langua -e and 
l i t e r a t u r e  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  of He l s ink i  i n  t h e  1 8 8323, 
assembled a n  overview of t h k  d i f f e r e n t  Kalevala  song s t y l e s  
i n  t h e  F i n n i s h  and Es ton i an  language a r e a s ,  t o g e t h e r  w i th  
corrzsnonding themes and mo t i f s .  He used t h e s e  m a t e r i a l s  
a s  the '  f ounda t ion  of a  g e n e t i c  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of t h e  Kalevala  
songs. F ind ing  t h a t  v a r i a n t s  of t h e  same sonff  were bound- 
t o  cne a n ~ t h e r - ~ e o ~ r a ~ h i c a l l ~  h s  a t tempted t o  o r d e r  t h e  



d i f f e r e n t  v a r i a n t s  chronological ly  and topographica l ly .  
Only i n  t h i s  manner could he s e p a r a t e  t h e  o r i g i n a l  compon- 
e n t s  from those  a r i s i n g  a t  a  l a t e r  da te .  J u l i u s  Krohn 
f i n i s h e d  t h e  gene t i c  explanat ion of t h e  Kalevzla songs and 
published it i n  tPro volwnes i n  1&L!+-1855. 

CHAPTER 2 )  A3GRENZUNG DXS ARBEITSFXLDES 

After desc r ib ing  t h e  first a p p l i c a t i o n  of t h e  method, 
Kaarle 1:rohn demarcates t h e  a r e a  of t h e  f o l k l o r i s t q s  s u b j e c t  
matter .  accord in^ t o  t h e  author ,  no one has t h e  mind and/ 
o r  t h e  t a l e n t  t o  I n v e s t i g a t e  a l l  a spec t s  of t r a d i t i o n ,  t h e  
l i t e r a r y ,  t h e  v i s u a l ,  and t h e  musical. He agrees  wi th  van 
Sydot~ t h a t  t h e  f o l k l o r i s t  i s  concerned with s p i r i t u a l  
t r a d i t i o n s  and t h e  e thno log i s t  with m a t e r i a l  t r a d i t i o n s .  
Fo lk lo re  s tudy,  i t s e l f ,  i s  a  s e p a r a t e  academic d i s c i p l i n e  
and demands i t s  own s k i l l s  and methods. The f o l k l o r i s t  (he  
uses  t h e  word F o l k l o r i s t e n  i n  t h e  German) s t u d i e s  Volk- - 
poes ie ,  which must be understood i n  i t s  widest  sense,  and 
inc ludes  a l l  a spec t s  of knowledge found among t h e  cornmon 
people t h a t  a r e  t r a d i t i o n a l ,  reworked by t h e  imagination, 
and genuinely popular.  It i s  Krohn7s opinion t h a t  t h e  
presence of a  poe t i c  element i s  a  d e c i s i v e  f a c t o r  i n  t h e  
choice of f o l k  ma te r i a l s .  I n  zdd i t ion  t o  t h e  f o l k t a l e ,  
f o l k  poet ry ,  and folksong t e x t s ,  f o l k  b e l i e f  may be included 
i n  t h e  f o l k l o r i s t ' s  s u b j e c t  mat ter  i f  it i s  a p a r t  of 
Volkpoesie o r  has become c r y s t a l i z e d ,  a s  i n  a proverb. Also 
admitted a r e  proverbs,  r i d d l e s ,  and n a r r a t i o n s  of comrnon 
experiences re-crea te6  i n  t h e  f 011: imagination. The essen- 
t i a l  psychological  b a s i s  of f o l k  b e l i e f  o r  f o l k  custom, 
however, i s  not a r ea l  concern of t h e  f o l k l o r i s t .  

Next Krohn cons iders  t h e  choice and l i m i t a t i o n s  of t h e  
f o l k l o r i s t  s research  and i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  Ind iv idua l  f o l k  
m a t e r i a l s  must be s tud ied  a s  homogeneous t o t a l i t i e s  i n  
regard t o  t h e i r  formation a s  we l l  a s  t h e i r  dissernil;ation and 
zs u n i t s ,  A p a r t i c u l a r  f o l k t a l e  type  o r  subtype, o r  a 
magic custom, then ,  i s  an appropr ia t e  problem and one t h a t  
can be exactly a!.ld s p e c i f i c a l l y  deffned. 

I n  h i s  d i scuss ion  of t h e  s e l e c t i o n  and l i m i t a t i o n  of a 
problem i n  f o l k t a l e  research ,  1;rolln desc r ibes  t h e  components 
of a  f o l k  n a r r a t i v e ,  which a r e  r e f e r r e d  t o  throughout t h e  
r e s t  of t h e  work: 

The Gebild ( p a t t e r n  o r  s t r u c t u r e )  of a  f o l k  n a r r a t i v e  is 
made- chief  elements, Episoden. The Episode i s  a 
composite u n i t  of a c t i o n ,  which can a l s o  e x i s t  independently 
zs  an i n d i v i d u a l  type.  Sach Episode c o n s i s t s  of smal ler  
components, Nonente! and t h e s e  &mer.te can be broken dmln 

I-- i n t o  motif s - - ~ a u . ~ t  zbge and ~ebenzbge--which a r e  charac ter -  
ized  by d i f f e r e n t  d e t a i l s  or- t r a i t s  and which nay be 



c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  and a t t r i b u t e s  of c h a r a c t e r s  a s  w e l l  as t h e i r  
v a r i o u s  a c t i o n s ,  A Hauptzug, t h e n ,  denotes  t h e  components 
i n t o  which a Moment, a  p a r t  of t h e  Episode - 9  can be  s p l i t  up, 
arid a Mebenzug, o r  subo rd ina t e  m o t i f ,  a  c h a r a c t e r i z i n g  
p a r t  of a  ~ a u ~ t z u g , ~  

I n  o r d e r  t o  i l l u s t r a t e  h i 8  use  of t h e s e  exp re s s ions ,  Krohn 
c i t e s  an Episode i n  t h e  -.- Marcnen "The Rich ?{an and H i s  Son- 
in-lsw, f q  t h e  f a i l u r e  of t h e  t r e a c h e r o u s  le t ter -~,ar l<. : r  The 
E i s o d e  breaks  down i n ' ~ o  two s m a l l e r  components, 3:onente: 
1 t h e  send ing  of t h e  l e t t e r  w i th  i ts  enc losed  murder -e- 
command, and 2 )  t h e  s u b s t i t u t i o p  of t h e  murder command w i t h  
a  marr iage command. The H a u ~ t z u g e  of t h e  first Moment a r e  
t h e  sender  of t h e  l e t t e r ,  i t s  b e a r e r ,  t h e  c o n t e n t s  of t h e  
l e t t e r ,  and i ts add re s s .  Those of t h e  second a r e  t h e  s l e e p  
of t h e  l e t t e r - b e a r e r ,  t h e  s u b s t i t u t i o n  of a n o t h e r  l e t t e r  f o r  
t h e  o r i g i n a l  one, t h e  c o n t e n t s  of t h e  new oce,  and t h e  
r e c e i v i n g  of t h i s  l e t t e r .  Among the Nebenz~fie ( subo rd ina t e  
m o t i f s )  of t h e s e  Momente a r e  t h e  rank of t h e  l e t t e r - s e n d e r  
and t h e  s u b s t i t u t o r ,  t h e  kind of d e a t h  cornrnanded, and t h e  
kind of s u b s t i t u t i o n  involved.  

According t o  Krohn, t h e  s tudy  of t h e s e  v a r i a n t  ,qornponents 
of t heVvna r r a t i ve - - t he  Episoden Momente, Hauptzuge, and 
Nebenzuge---reveals t h e  g e n e t ~ c  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  between 
n a r r a t i v e s .  . just  a s  a s i m i l a r  s t udy  of i n c a n t a t i o n  v a r i a n t s  
l e a d s  t h e  j o i k l o r i s t  t o  a n  unders tand ing  of t h e i r  r e l a t i o n -  
s h i p s  w i th  one ano ther .  bdhatever t h e  genre  s t u d i e d ,  however, 
t h e  s u b j e c t  must be c a r e f u l l y  de f ined  and may be l i m i t e d  
geog raph ica l l y  o r  e thnograph ica l l y ,  

CHAPTER 4)  BESCHAFFUNG DES MATERIALS 

The next  s t e p  t o  be  ts l ien  i s  t h e  col l .ec t ion of a s  many 
v a r i a n t s  of t h e  i t e m  from a s  e x t e n s i v e  a n  a r e a  a s  p o s s i b l e .  
A t  t h e  l e a s t ,  an  e x c e l l e n t  c o l l e c t i o n  i n  t h e  a r e a  under 
c o n s i d e r a t i o n  i s  r e q u i s i t e  -co the r e s e a r c h  and t h e  r e s u l t s  
of i n t e n s i v e  co l - l ec t i ng  work a u s t  be  a c c e s s i b l e .  Few 
p r a c t i c a l  a i d s ,  e .g . ,  n a t i o n a l  ca t a logues  and indexes ,  a r e  
y e t  a v a i l a b l e  [ t h e  s i t u a t i o n  has  improved s i n c e  19261, s o  
t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  coope ra t i on  of f o l l i l o r i s t s  i s  a  n e c e s s i t y .  
I n  a d d i t i o n ,  many more m a t e r i a l s  must be c o l l e c t e d ,  e s p e c i a l -  
l y  i n  non-European c u l t u r e s .  Krohn concludes  t h a t  t h e  r e a l  
problem of t h e  f o l k l o r i s t  i s  u s u a l l y  no t  t h e  amassing of 
t h e s e  m a t e r i a l s ,  b u t  t h e  s tudy  of such huge q u a n t i t i e s  of 
them. 

CHAPTER 5 )  SZCHTUNG DFS MATERIALS 

After  a l l  t h e  v a r i a n t s  of t h e  i t em have been assembled, t h e y  
must be c a r e f u l l y  and a s t u t e l y  exanined.  Actual  o ra l  t r a -  
d i t i o n s  must be s e p a r a t e d  from t h o s e  which have been l i t e r -  
a r i l y  adapted.  Also important  i n  t h i s  phase of t h e  r e s e a r c h  
i s  t h e  f o l k l o r i s t  s avlareness t h a %  l i t e r a r y  m a t e r i a l s  may 



have entered  o r a l  t r a d i t i o n  e i t h e r  secondar i ly  o r  pr imar i ly .  
Most important ,  a l l  t h e  genuinely o r a l  v a r i a t i o n s  of t h e  
i tem must be assembled i n  a  sepa ra te  category. The l i t e r -  
a ry ,  t h e  l e s s  t rus twor thy ,  and t h e  v a r i a t i o n s  only con- 
current  must be s tudied  a s  wel l ,  but sepa ra te ly .  

CHAPTER 6 )  O 3 D N E I ~  DES I\I"IATERIRLS 

The m a t e r i a l s  must then  be c J a s s i f i e d  and t h e  v a r i a n t s  
l a b e l l e d ,  broken down i n t o  Zuge and examined. L i t e r a r y  

9 
documents a r e  c l a s s i f i e d  chronological ly  and t r a d i t i o n a l  
i tems usua l ly  ordered according t o  language a r e a s  and sub- 
regions  of p a r t i c u l a r  language a reas .  Each v a r i a n t ,  lit- 
e ra ry  and o r a l ,  i s  l a b e l l e d  with an abbrevia t ion  so t h a t  i t s  
s p e c i f i c  l i n g u i s t i c  and geographic a rea  and/or age is 
r e a d i l y  apparent t o  t h e  researcher .  The more v a r i a n t s  
t h e r e  a r e  from d i s t i n c t  reg ions ,  t h e  more e l abora te  t h e  
system of c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  must be,  

CHAPTER 7) B E G R ~ W U N G  DER GEOGRAPHISCHEN EIIflEILURG 

A t  t h i s  p o i n t ,  Krohn d i scusses  a  bas ic  p r e z i s e  of t h e  
his tor ic-geographic method i n  o r d e r  t h a t  t h e  next s t e p  
i n  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  may be proper ly  understood. Th i s  
b a s i c  premise is  t h a t  t r a d i t i o n s  a r e  c a r r i e d  through time 
from one genera t ion  t o  another ,  and through space,  from 
one region  t o  another ,  c ross ing  c u l t u r a l  and language 
boundaries. The quest ion of i s o l a t e d  s i m i l a r i t i e s  between 
v a r i a n t s  of peoples  f a r  removed from one aaother  geograph- 
i c a l l y ,  supposedly nevez- i n  con tac t ,  i s  t h e r e f o r e  an impor- 
t a n t  one. I n  such ins tances ,  i f  t h e  acceptance of a long- 
l o s t  prototype is not i n  quest ion,  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of t h e  
independent c r e a t i o n  of a  n a r r a t i v e  i n  d i f f e r e n t  p laces  
does e x i s t ,  and i s  expla inable  by t h e  e f f i c a c y  of t h e  human 
imagination. On t h e  o t h e r  hznd, d i s s i m i l a r  v a r i a n t s  of one 
and t h e  same i$~r.chen con be found among groups of t h e  same 

.I- people i n  a  circumscribed area .  These v a r i a t i o n s  a r e  t h e  
r e s u l t s  of weak r e c o l l e c t i o n s ,  a c t i v e  imaginations,  and, 
above a l l ,  d i f f e r e n t  f u s i o n s  with o the r  Marchei~ mate r i a l s .  

To evalua te  t h e  s i n i l a r i t i e s  and d i s s i m i l a r i t i e s  i n  t h e  
handling of a t r a d i t i o n a l  theme i n  s e v e r a l  geographic a r e a s ,  
t h e  Normalformen of t h e  ind iv idua l  v a r i a n t s  i n  t h e  a r e a s  
must be determined, From t h e s e  IJormalforme~, t h e  f o l k l o r -  
ist  nus t  work back t o  t h e  Grundform of a l l  t h e  v a r i a n t s  of 
t h e  t r a d i t i o n .  Af ter  t h e  e s t a b l i s k ~ e n t ~  t h e  Grundf orm, 
he can determine t h e  t ime and p lace  of o r i g i n  of t h e  nar- 
r a t i v e ,  i t s  d i f f u s i o n  rou tes ,  and i t s  h i s t o r i c a l  develop- 
ment 0 

Krohnos d e f i n i t i o n s  of t h e  terms Grundform and Wornalform 
a r e  important.  The Grundform, according t o  Krohn, is  
synonymous with a r c h e t v ~ e :  a recons t ruc ted  form of a  b a l l a d  

.I 4- - 
o-r t a l e  from which t h e  o r i g i n ,  pa ths  of disseminat ion,  



vers ions ,  and o t h e r  forms of individ.ua1, r e g i o n a l ,  and 
s t v l i s t i c  a l t e r a t i o n s  of t h e  tvne  can be determlsed. The 

.2 * 
~ o r m a l f  orn  i s  a younger, secondary Grundf ormler r.rchetype, 
a  pa r t i cGia r  r eg iona l  r edac t ion  of t h e  t a l e .  

The f o l k l o r i , s t ,  once he has c z r e f u l l y  evaluated and arranged 
a l l  of t h e  v a r i a n t s  of t h e  t r a d i t i o n ,  t h e r e f o r e  s e t s  out  t o  
determine t h e  r eg iona l  Normalformen of a  tradition and i ts  
Grundform. An a n a l y t i c a l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of t h e  v a r i a n t s  Zug - - 
by 3 i';i geographic order  i s  t h e  core of t h e  h i s t o r i c -  
geographic methodology. The t e x t s  of t h e  - Zug v a r i a t i o n s  
a r e  s impl i f i ed  o r  even a b s t r a c t e d ,  poss ib ly  abbreviated 
i n t o  le t te r -numera l  formulae, ~ a c h -  Zug is- noted on separ- 
a t e  cards i n  t h i s  manner, t o g e t h e r  w m  t h e  symbol of t h e  
v a r i a n t  i n  which it appearg. I n  t h e  a n a l y s i s  and compar- 
i s o n  of t h e s e  i n d i v i d u a l  Zuge and t h e  indexing of t h e  -- 
v a r i a n t s  i n  each -= Zlxg l i s t  l n  t h e  same o rde r  and on t h e  
b a s i s  of a  constant  sequence of v a r i a n t s ,  t h e  o r i g i n a l  form 
of each - Zug belonging t o  t h e  t r a d i t i o n  can be de tera ined .  
Jouko Hau+,alags d e s c r i p t i o n  of t h e  method perhaps expyesses 
it more c l e a r l y :  

The a n a l y s i s  and comparison a r e  c a r r i e d  out by means 
of a catalogue of f e a t u r e s  o r ,  i n  t h e  case of poems 
and songs, a catalogue of l i n e s .  Thcreby, t h e  
d i s t r i b u t i o n ,  prevalence o r  r a r i t y ,  modif icat ion,  
e t c , ,  of each ind iv idua l  f e a t u r e  of t h e  i tem of 
f o l k l o r e  can b e  demonstrated, employing a  manner of 
p resen ta t ion  reduced t o  key words and references  t o  
t h e  previously drawn up r e g i s t e r  of v a r i a n t s  and 
t h u s  produce i n  one sweep an i l l u s t r f 5 i v e  general  
survey of t h e  d i v e r s i t y  of v a r i a n t s .  

T I  

The o r i g i n a l  combination and order  of t h e  o r i g i n a l  -- Zuqe 
can be es tab l i shed  i n  t h i s  xanner,  and, thereby,  t h e  Normal- 
formen of t h e  a r e a s  i n  ques t ion  and t h e  -.-- Grundf'orm of 2.11 
t h e  v a r i a n t s  of t h e  t rad i t , ion .  A f t e r  t h e  r e l a t i o n s  between 
t h e  ?Jormalf ormer! arid ---- qCnnndf orm have been s tud ied ,  t h e  
di . f fusion and developnent of  t h e  t r a d i t i o n  can be d isc losed .  

However, Iirohn emphasizes, ' i ; ~  reacl-i ccorlrect conclusions i n  
Lhe a n a l y s i s  of t h e  t r a d i t i o n ?  i t s  v a r i a n t s ,  !LTormalforrnen, 
and - Grundform, t h e  f o l k l o r i s t  must b t  aware of c e r t a i n  
laws and pr i ; ic ipa ls  at; work i n  the o r i g i n  of f o l k  t r a d i -  
t i o n s ,  t h e i r  disseminat ion through time and space, and 
t h e i r  kaleidescopic v a r i a t i o n s .  These I~ i~ i s  and pr inciples--  
t h e  inf luence  of f o r g e t t i n g ,  exsansion, and v a r i a t i o n ,  t h e  
lzw of se l f - co r rec t ion ,  and @ l r i c k r s  ep ic  laws, f o r  example-- 
-k:, )ii n e x p l i c a t e s  and i l l u s t r a t e s  L i l  t h e  fol lowing chap- 
t e r s .  

The f o r g e t t i n g  of c e r t a i n  -.-.- .ZEne nay be momentary o r  it may 



inf luence  t h e  t ransmiss ion  of t h e  t r a d i t i o n  t o  a  much grea 
e r  degree than  t h e  occas ional  misplacement o r  dropping of 
a  motif. The components t h a t  may be dispensed wi th  most 
e a s i l y  a r e  usua l ly  f o r g o t t e n  f i r s t .  The i n t r o d u c t i o n  and 
conclusion of t h e  n a r r a t i v e  are e s p e c i a l l y  prone t o  t h i s  
danger. Even an e s s e n t i a l  Zug may be o m i t t e d  i f  t h e  a c t i  - 
can proceed without it. 

The f o r g e t f u l n e s s  of t h e  n a r r a t o r  has o t h e r  e f f e c t s  a s  wel l .  
For example, p a r t i a l  f o r g e t t i n g  b r ings  about t h e  genera l i -  
za t ion  of a a o r  i t s  s i m p l i f i c a t i o n .  TOO,  t h e  d e l e t i o n  of 
an e s s e n t i a l  - Zug may weaken t h e  l o g i c a l  cohesion of t h e  
n a r r a t i v e  and t h e  plot- thread may break completely. I n  such 
ins tances  t h e  o r i g i n  of t h e  so-cal led fragment i s  t o  be 
found . 
I f  t h e r e  is no c lue  t o  a  t r a d i t i o n  i n  a  c e r t a i n  a r e a ,  it may 
have e x i s t e d  t h e r e  e a r l i e r  and have been l a t e r  fo rgo t t en .  
However, t h e  l a t e r  a  t r a d i t i o n  has ex i s t ed  i n  a  l i v e l y  and 
v i a b l e  manner and t h e  more complete i t s  c o l l e c t i o n  is, t h e  
l e s s  one has t o  be concerned about t h e  poss ib le  e a r l i e r  
ex is tence  of a form which was l a t e r  fo rgo t t en .  

CHAPTER 10) LUST ZU E8IJEITERN 

The i n c l i n a t i o n  t o  amplify t h e  n a r r a t i v e  e i t h e r  may be a  
spontaneous impulse o r  may be brought about by t h e  f o r g e t -  
t i n g  of c e r t a i n  elements, These ampl i f i ca t ions  and addi- 
t i o n s  may be newly crea ted  a t  t h e  t ime o r  borrowed from 
another  context .  They may a l s o  expresslpthernselves i n  t h e  
mere d u p l i c a t i o n  o r  m u l t i p l i c a t i o n  of Zuge a l ready i n  t h e  
n a r r a t i v e .  Rrohn notes  t h a t  t h e s e  ampl i f i ca t ions ,  because 
of t h e i r  e l abora t ions  and in f luence  on t h e  r e s t  of t h e  t a l e ,  
can break t h e  l o g i c  of t h e  n a r r a t i v e  j u s t  a s  can t h e  f o r -  
g e t t i n g  of an e s s e n t i a l  element. 

CHAPTER DER UI,!GCST ALTUNG 

The f o r g e t t i n g  of a  Zug o r  t h e  a d d i t i o n  of a  new element 
produces a  v a r i a t i o n 3  t h e  n a r r a t i v e .  If t h e  two impulses 
a r e  a t  work i n  t h e  same t a l e ,  t h e  t ransformat ion  becomes 
more apparent .  Kr-ohn desc r ibes  a d d i t i o n a l  circumstances i n  
which v a r i a n t s  a r e  fom,ed, e . g o 9  when c e r t a i n  words a r e  
heard i n c o r r e c t l y  o r  a r e  misunderstood, when p a r t i c u l a r  
l o c a l  condi t ions  a r s  introduced,  o r  when t h e  modernization 
o r  ar l t iquat ion of - Zuge t a k e  p lace .  The inf luence  of another  
p a r t  of t h e  same t r a d i t i o n  o r  of another  t r a d i t i o n  somehow 
connected with t h e  one under examination a l s o  may b r i n g  
about f r equen t  and important v a r i a t i o n s  i n  t h e  components 
of a  n a r r a t i v e .  Usually,  o f  course,  seve r s1  causes have 
e f f e c t e d  t h e  a l t e r a t i o n .  Furthermore, adds Krohn, t h e  
spontaneous e f f i c a c y  of  t h e  f a n t a s y  i n  t h e  v a r i a t i o n  must, 
be considered. 



Although it has  commonly been accep ted  t h a t  a l t e r a t i o n s  
occur  l i t t l e  by l i t t l e ,  Krohn admits  t h a t  one of h i s  most 
b a s i c  e r r o r s  i n  f o l k l o r e  r e s e a r c h  w a s  t o  g ive  a l t o g e t h e r  
t o o  much c r e d i b i l i t y  t o  t h e  p r e s e r v a t i o n  of a f o l k  t r a d i t i o n .  
A t r u l y  c r e a t i v e  v a r i a t i o n  occu r s  not  i n  s t a g e s ,  b u t  w i t h  
an  impact once an6 f o r  a l l .  Then it e a s i l y  s l i p s  i n t o  t h e  
t r a c k s  of t h e  more mechanical ,  l e s s  impor tan t  changes. A 
coherent  cha in  of fundamental  a d a p t a t i o n s  i n  Volkstiichtung, 
however, i s  a n  i ~ p o s s i b i l i t y .  

CHAPTER 1 2 )  KRITERiEK 

It i s  no t  enough, w r i t e s  Krohn, t o  unders tand  t h e  laws of 
v a r i a t i o n  i n  o r a l  t r a d i t i o n .  The f o l k l o r i s t  must a l s o  
d i f f e r e n t i a t e  bptween o l d e r  and younger v a r i a n t s  i n  t e rms  
of i n d i v i d u a l  - ~ u g e .  C e r t a i n  c r i t e r i a  which a i d  him i n  t h e  
d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  e x i s t ,  b u t  t h e y  a r e  q u i t e  r e l a t i v e :  

a )  The f o r n  o c c u r r i n g  t h e  most f r e q u e n t l y  w i l l  more 
o f t e n  be o r i g i n a l  t h a n  t h e  form occur ing  on ly  seldom, 

b )  The form o c c u r r i n g  i n  a n  a r e a  of g r e a t e r  circurnfer- 
ence i s  u s u a l l y  more o r i g i n a l  t h a n  t h e  one occu r r ing  i n  a 
s m a l l e r  a r e a ,  

c )  A single va r i a r i t  i n  i t s  o r i g i n a l  h a b i t a t  can be  of 
more d e c i s i v e  importance t h a n  811 o t h e r  v a r i a n t s  and may 
c o n t a i n  a nuriber of o r i g i n a l  :u(-& 

d )  Sometimes more o r i g i n a l  &Qge can appear  i n  a v a r i a n t  
f a r  removed from i t s  a r e a  of o r i g i n ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i f  t h e  
d i r e c t i o n  of t h e  d i f f i p i o n  of t h e  nar ra t i .ve  i s  unc l ea r .  

e )  Sometimes t h e  - Zuge of t h e  Urforrn can be determined 
on ly  th rough  a l i t e r a c y  docuvent.  P F 

f )  A t  o t h e r  t i m e s ,  t h e  o r i g i n a l  - Zuge have been r e t a i n e d  
i n  o r a l  t r a d i t i o n ,  j u s t  a s  i c  an  e a r l y  l i t e r a r y  v e r s i o n  of 
t h e  t ype .  

g )  There i s  no proof t h a t  t h e  e a r l i e r  d o c u ~ e n t a t l o n  i s  
i n  a l l  r e s p e c t s  t h e  c l o s e s t  t o  t h e  c r i g i n a l ,  f o r  t h e  nunber 
of va r i a r l t s  c o l l e c t e d  a t  a l a t e r  d a t e  and t h e i r  geographic 
proximity  t o  t h e  supposed area  of o r i g i n  may outweigh t h e  
i npo r t ance  of t h e  e a r l i e r  v a r i a n t .  

h )  A v a r i a n t  whose -. ~ ~ g e  a r e  w e l l  p rese rved  i n  g e n e r a l  
u s u a l l y  dese rves  g r e a t e r  a t t e n t i o n  t h a n  oile i n  a cor rup ted  
f o rn ,  

i )  I n  t h e  cho ice  between d i f f e r e n - t  forins of t h e  s a n s  -- Zug, 
p r e f e r ence  should  be g iven  t o  %ha t  one which can be p o s i t e d  
a s  an  o r i g i n a l  form ou t  of which o t h e r  forms car! have devel-  
oped d i r e c t l y  o r  i n d i r e c t l y .  Fo r  example, i n  t h e  Asian 
v e r s i o n  of T h e  Animals on a Journeyv it i s  necessary  t o  
choose between a s co rp ion ,  c r ab ,  and cen t ipede  as  t h e  o r i g i -  
n a l  - Zug form. Aarne, i n  h i s  s t udy  of t h e  t a l e ,  chose t h e  
scorpion a s  t h e  o r i g i n a l  because it possessed  bo th  the 
o u t e r  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of t h e  c r ab  and t h e  s t i n g  of t h e  
cen t ipede ,  

j )  The n a t u r a l  i s  t o  be  cons idered  more o r i g i n a i  t h a n  the 
unna tu ra l .  Unnatural  e lements  may be  shaped th rough  m i s -  
unders tand ings  OT contaminat ion,  If i n d i v i d u a l  v e r s i o n s  of 



t h e  n a r r a t i v e  d i f f e r  a t  a  p a r t i c u l a r  p o i n t ,  one must estab- 
l i s h  which of t h e  forms fo l low t h e  p l o t  most n a t u r a l l y  and 
i n  t h e  l e a s t  forced manner. 

Krohn concludes t h a t  i n  applying t h e s e  c r i t e r i a  i n  t h e  
eva lua t ion  of v a r i a n t s ,  t h e  f c l k l o r i s t  must not be l e d  
a s t r a y  by h i s  own s u b j e c t i v i t y ,  a s  easy a s  t h a t  may be. It  
must a l s o  be remembered t h a t  t h e s e  c r i t e r i a  remain q u i t e  
r e l a t i v e .  Therefore many independent c r i t e r i a  must be used 
i n  t h e  eva lua t ion  of t h e  ~ z , q e  and t h e  l ike l ihood of t h e i r  - 
o r i g i n a l  p o s i t i o n  i n  a  Normalform o r  Grundform, - 
CHAPTER 1 3  ) EPISCHE GESdTZZ 

Addit ional  c r i t e r i a  a r e  t o  be found i n  t h e  ep ic  laws of 
Volksdichtung, inves t iga ted  by Axel Olr ik .  P a r t i a l l y  t h e s e  
ep ic  laws a r e  genera l  p r i n c i ~ l e s  which apply t o  a l l  
p o e t i c  c r e a t i o n ,  e.g.,  u n i t y ,  conceil tration,  and l o g i c  o f  
a c t i o n ,  and i n  o t h e r  r e s p e c t s  they  a r e  s p e c i f i c a l l y  char- 
a c t e r i s t i c  of Volksdichtung, f o r  example; schematizat ion,  
r e p e t i t i o n ,  and "single-strandedness." Among those  deses- 
ving s p e c i a l  a t t e n t i o n  i n  folk n a r r a t i v e  s tudy a re :  

a )  The law of Achtergewicht, o r  a f tweight ,  i n  which t h a t  
cha rac te r  possess ing  c e r t a i n  q u a l i t i e s  i n  t h e  g r e a t e s t  or  
l e a s t  q u a n t i t y  becomes t h e  most important cha rac te r  i n  a  
s e r i e s .  For  example, i n  t h e  t r i o  of he lpe r s  and opponents 
of t h e  hero,  t h e  youngest, sma l l e s t ,  and/or weakest of t h e  
he lpe r s  and t h e  o l d e s t ,  l a r g e s t ,  and/or s t r o n g e s t  of t h e  
opponents a r e  brought t o  t h e  f o r e .  

b )  The preference  f o r  threesomes, which can be pursued 
i n  some cases  t o  t h e  Grundforn i t s e l f ,  al though t h e  pre- 
fe rence  has a l s o  inf luenced forms o r i g i n a l l y  not possess ing  
s e r i e s  of t h r e e .  

c )  The law of two-to-a-scene, t h e  importance of which can 
be e a s i l y  overestimated. 

d )  The law of repose a t  t h e  beginning and ending o f  t h e  
n a r r a t i v e .  This  law is not t o  be found i n  a i l  kinds of f o l k  
t r a d i t i o n s ,  cog., it i s  not a t  V T O ~ ~  i n  t h e  b a l l a d .  

I n  us ing  t h e s e  e p i c  laws a s  c r i t e r i c  i n  v a r i a n t  eva lua t ion ,  
t h e  f o l k l o r i s t  muzt again i n s i s t  t h a t  a s  many independent 
c r i t e r i a  a s  poss ib le  be appl ied  i n  t h e  assessment of t h e  
o r i g i n a l i t y  of t n e  - Zug. Too9 i+r is o f t e n  nzcessary t o  re-  
t u r n  t o  t h e  e n t i r e  v a r i a n t  t o  e;carnine t h e  - Zuge i n  t h e i r  
n a r r a t i v e  context i n  order  t o  determine which suppos i t ion  is 
t h e  most l eg i t ima te .  

CHAPTZR 14)  GRUhTFORM 

I n  h i s  d e s c r i p t i o n  of t h e  Grundform, t h e  focus  of t h e  h i s t o r -  
ic-geographic s tudy,  Krohn s t r e s s e s  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  it is -- not 
an a b s t r a c t ,  schematic formula,  but  a  f i n i s h e d  p i c t u r e  
which bears  up under t h e  sc ru t iny '  of i ts every d e t a i l .  Fie 
a l s o  emphasizes t h e  v9splendid Arki tektonikGP of t h i s  Grundform, 



which, i n  s p i t e  of d i s s i m i l a r  i n d i v i d u a l  v a r i a n t s ,  s t r u c t u r e s  
them a l l .  Ueviati.oris and d i s t o r t i o n s  of  ce r t a i i l  v a r i a n t s ,  
Krohn con t inues ,  d i d  no t  o r i g i n a t e  i n  t h e  c r e a t i o n  of t h e  
n a r r a t i v e ,  b u t  appeared l a t e r  because of f a c t o r s  which 
brought aboc t  gaps and d e f o r m i t i e s  as  t h e  form was dissemi- 
nated.  The Ark i t ek ton ik  of t h e  form remains ,  however, and 
may be  perce ived  i n  t h e  c o u n t l e s s  v a r i a n t s  of t h e  Grundform 
which have developed a t  d i f f e r e n t  p l a c e s  i n  d i f f e r e n t  t imes .  

Thus, i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  assumption of a n  o rgan ic  homogen- 
eous Grundform, from which t h e  d i f f e r e n t  v a r i a n t s  of a n  
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  f o l k  t r a d i t i o n  have proceeded,  Rrohn r e q u i r e s  
ano ther :  t h a t  of t h e  cont inued e x i s t e n c e  of t h e  o r i g i n a l  
form i n  s p i t e  of a l l  t empora l  and geographic  v a r i a t i o n s .  
Ke i the r  t h e  s t r e n g t h  and t h e  c l a r i t y  of t h e  i l l i t e r a t e  
t # l e t e l l e r g s  r e c o l l e c t i o n  nor  t h e  s t r o n g  organ ic i sm of t h e  
33archen can s a t i s f a c t o r i l y  e x p l a i n  t h i s  remarkable s t a b i l i -  -. 
ty- t h e  Grundform. - Das Gesetz - d e r  S e l b s t b e r i c h t i g u n g ,  
a s  expla ined by l l a l t e r  Anclerson, p l a y s  a cons ide rab l e  r o l e  
i n  t h e  maintenance of t h i s  s t a b i l i t y .  According t o  t h e  law, 
each n a r r a t o r  h e a r s  a c e r t a i n  t a l e  s e v e r a l  t imes  from sev- 
e r a l  n a r r a t o r s .  S ince  he h e a r s  t h e  n r r a t i v e  more t h a n  
once, e r r o r s  and gaps i n  t h e  t a l e  a r e  e l imina t ed ,  a s  a r e  
c e r t a i n  divergencies appear ing  on occas ion  only.  Because 
he h e a r s  it from s e v e r a l  i n d i v i ~ u a l s ,  mis takes  and a l t e r a -  
t i o n s  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  of one o r  ano the r  of h i s  sou rces  a r e  
r e c t i f i e d .  It can a l s o  happen t h a t  i f  a n a r r a t o r  t e l l s  a  
popula r  s t o r y  s e v e r a l  t imes  d i s s i m i l a r l y ,  h i s  audience w i l l  
r e c a l l  it a s  he o r  o t h e r  r a c o n t e u r s  had n a r r a t e d  it "cor-  
r e c t l y ' :  i n  p r ev ious  t a l e t e l l i n g  s e s s i o n s .  Thus d i v e r g e n c i e s  
i n  t h e  form of t h e  n a r r a t i v e  a r e  c o n s t a n t l y  c o r r e c t e d  by t h e  
n a r r a t o r  and h i s  audience.  

T h i s  law of s e l f - c o r r e c t i o n  does no t  work e f f e c t i v e l y  i n  a l l  
i n s t a n c e s ,  howevei-. If t h e  v a r i a t i o n s  i n  t h e  t a l e  a r e  
p l e a s i n g  t o  t h e  n a r r a t o r  and audience,  t h e y  may be accept-  
ed by t h e x  and may spread  over  an. e n t i r e  a r e a  w i t h  t h e  a i d  
of v a r i a n t  s"~.rsior~. ,  Ir, sucli c a s e ,  a speci.21 l o c a l  o r  reg ion-  
a l  r e d a c t i o n  deveiopc,  o ~ o r x a l f o r m .  Gccas iona l ly  t h i s  form 
d i f f u s e s  f u r t h e r  and f u r t h e r  and f i n a l l y  submerges t h e  
d i f f u s i o n  a r e a  of t h e  t r a d i . t l o n  i n  ques t i on .  A f t e r  such an 
upheaval ,  t h e  DJorrnalforrn of t h e  n a r r a t i v e  w i l l  no l o n g e r  
correspond w i t h  i t s  Ur'i'orrt! (Grundforam). - 
Krohn ends h i s  d i s c u s s i o n  of t h e  (21-unciform by n o t i n g  t h a t  
t h e  f o l k l o r i s t  o f t e n  must be s z 5 i s f i e d  w i t h  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i c n  
of a r e l a t i v e  Gr:.lndf orm, bo th  s p a t i a l l y  and tempora l ly .  
S ince  s o  much =a-curopean t r a d i t i o n  m a t e r i a l ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  
P e r s i a  and I n d a ,  i s  e i t h e r  u n c o l l e c t e d  o r  u n a v a i l a b l e ,  t h e  
Grundformen and Urformen of many t r u l y  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  nar- -- 
r a t i v e s  a r e  s t i l l  t o  be cons t ruc t ed ,  I n  the meantime, 
though,  t h e  f o l k l o r i s t  can c o n c e n J ~ r a t e  on tempora l ly  and 
s p a t i a l l y  l i m i t e d  Norr;:alfor;??en -- and h i s  r e s u l t a n t  s t u d i e s  w i l l  
become sound founda t ions  f o r  the cont inued examination of 
t h e  t r a d i t i o n s  under i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  



I n  t h e  r econs t ruc t ion  of a  Grundform ICrohn cont inues,  not 
- 9  

a l l  v a r i a n t s  examined may de r iveTrom t h e  same o r i g i n a l  
form. The i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  of i s o l a t e d  Z & P ~  Zug complexes, 

9 - 
Xomente, combinatioas of Episoden, and t h e  r e l a t i o n  of 
t h e s e  t o  t h e  e n t i r e  n a r r a t i v e  and i ts  v a r i a n t s  i s  very 
important.  Again, c e r t a i n  c r i t e r i a  e x i s t  which a i d  t h e  
f o l k l o r i s t  i n  t h i s  sometimes d i f f i c u l t  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n :  

a )  ~ e b e n z a ~ e  mpst be regarded with great; r e se rya t ion .  
The c o r r e l a t i n g  - Zuge should,  above a l l ,  be ~ a u p t z i ~ g e .  

b )  I n  o rde r  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a  gene t i c  connection,,between 
v a r i a n t s  a t  l e a s t  two corresponding s t r u c t u r a l  - Zuge a r e  
required.  

c )  The more c lose ly  t h e  s t ructu.ra1 - ~ K g e  c o r r e s p o ~ d ,  t h e  
more c e r t a i n  i s  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  t h e  two i tems a r e  
v a r i a n t s  of one and t h e  same t r a d i t i o n ,  

d )  The ordeT of t h e  corresponding Z S R ~  Momente, ar?d 
9 

Episoden i n  t h e  d i f f e x e n t  i tems must aLso be considered. 
'- only a  few Zuge make up t h e  i tems under i n v e s t i -  
ga t ion ,  even t h e i r  complete correspondence with one another  
does not guarantee a  gene t i c  connection. I n  such a case 
t h e  o s s i b i l i t y  of s i m i l a r  independent c r e a t i o n s  remains. 

f  7 The f o l k l o r i s t  must a l s o  remember t o  examine t h e  
geographic d i s t a n c e  between t h e  i tems which a r e  thought t o  
be r e l a t e d  t o  one another .  A s  t h e  d i s t a n c e  between t h e  
i tems i n c r e a s e s ,  t h e  p r o b a b i l i t y  of a gene t i c  r e l a t i o n s h i p  
i s  propor t ionhte ly  weakened, except,  of course,  i n  t h e  case 
of t r a d i t i o n a l  ma te r i a l s  col.lected among c o l o n i s t s .  

Krohn concludes t h a t  i f  a g rea t  mass of vagiarits  descr ibed 
i n  d e t a i l  o f f e r  a s a t i s f a c t o r y  n u ~ b e r  of - ~ u g e  correspondent 
i n  a  s a t i s f a c t o r y  degree,  they  very Likely sha re  t h e i r  
o r i g i n  i n  a  common Grundform. 

CHAPTER 16 ) HEIJ'IAT U N 3  TAf;D?:XUNG 

Af ter  t h e  Grundform has been es t ab l i shed ,  i ts  o r i g i n  can be 
investigatecl .  Krohn denies  t h e  theory  of poiygenet ic  o r i -  
g i n s  a s  unthinkable,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e  sense t h a t  each 
v a r i a n t  i s  independently crea ted  i n  count less  l o c a t i o n s .  
He accepts ,  however, t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  
o r i g i n s  of t h e  t r a d i t i o n s  of one people o r  i n  a  p a r t i c u l a r  
language group, and denies   the^ only when i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
connections between t h e  t r a d i t i o n s  a r e  a p o s s i b i l i t y .  

Krohn a l s o  a d n i t s  t h a t  t h e  r e s u l t s  of t h e  f o l k l o r i s t q s  
r e sea rch  i n  o r i g i n s  of p a r t i c u l a r  Grundformen a r e  always 
r e l a t i v e  and t h a t  they  can be t r a c e d  anly a s  f a r  a s  h i s  
n ia ter ia l s  bl-ing hin. - Nevertheless,  he has always come 
c l o s e r  t o  t h e  poin t  of o r i g i n  when he has e s t ab l i shed  2. 
po in t  where a t r a d i t i o n  cou1.d - not have a r i s e n .  

The d i f f u s i o n  of a t r a d i t i o n  a l s o  may be es tab l i shed  a f t e r  
t h e  Grundform has been recons t ruc ted .  I n  some cases ,  two 



s t reams  moving c o n t r a r y  t o  one ano the r  a r e  p o s s i b l e ,  espec- 
i a l l y  i n  t r a n s i t  c o u ~ t r i e s ,  and t h e n  bo th  d i r e c t i o n 3  must 
be considered.  I n  o t h e r  i n s t a n c e s ,  t h e  s t ream of Ii'Iarchen 
has  flowed on ly  i n  one d i r e c t i o n  and c e r t a i n  a r e a s  have been 
inundated by t h e  s t r e a n ,  Usual ly  f o l k  t r a d i t i o n s  d i f f u s e  
a long  t h e  u s u a l  p a t h s  of c u l t u r a l  i n t e r change ,  znd, on t h e  
whole, from a more advanced c u l t u r e  t o  one l e s s  advanced. 
I n  Europe, however, t h e  l a t t e r  f a c t o r  i s  no t  ve ry  impor tan t ,  
s i n c e  t h e  c u l t u r a l  l e v e l s  of d i f f e r e n t  Zuropean r e g i o n s  have 
been s imi la r .  f o r  many c e n t u r i e s .  

CHAPTER 17) 3 I C H T U N G  DER V3RBREITUNS 

I n  o r d e r  t o  e s t a b l i s h  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of a d i f f u s i o n ,  Erohn 
s u g g e s t s  c e r t a i n  e x t e r i o r  c r i t e r i a :  

a )  Non-indigenous l i n g u i s t i c  e lements  which p o l n t  t o  t h e  
p rev ious  e x i s t e n c e  of t h e  n a r r a t i v e  i n  ano the r  language or 
d i a l e c t  a r ea .  

b )  Non-indigenous place-nemes and p e r s o n a l  namez. - 

c )  Elernents r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  n a t u r a l  h i s t o r y  of eno the r  
r eg ion ,  e.g.,  r e f e r e n c e s  t o  i c e  i n  a t a l e  co l i ecced  i n  a 
s o u t h  European a r e a .  

O f  g r e a t e r  iml3ortance i s  t h e  a n a l y t i c a l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of t h e  
va ry ing  - Zuge i n  geographic  o r d e r  in t h e  de te rmina t io l i  of 
migrat ion r o u t e s .  I f  t h e  f o l k l o r i s t  ha s  b e f o r e  him t h e  
n'ormalf ornen of t h e  d i f f e r e n t  ccuR3rics t o g e t h e r  1~~1ith t h e  - 
i n d i v i d u a l  va . r i an t s ,  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of t h e  d i f f u s i o n  appears  
almost  spontaneously  . 
CHAPTER 18) ART DER '\TEIRRREITUECG 

The fo l - l r l o r i s t ,  wh i l e  ke i n v e s t i g a t e s  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of t h e  
d i f f u s i o n ,  rrust be aware of t h e  d i f f e r e n t  k inds  of d i f f u s i o n  
p o s s i b l e .  F o r  example, t r a d i t i o n s  d i f f u s e  th rough  t ime  and 
space ,  t ,emporally i'rom gene ra t i on  t o  g e n e r a t i o ~ l  and geo- 
g r a p h i c a l l y  from p l a c e  t o  p l ace .  It  i s  o f t e n  t r u e  t h a t  t h e  
geographica l  d i f f u s i o n  of a t rac l i t j -on i n tnxdes  more d i s t u r -  
b i n g l y  on i t s  tempcral, d i f fms ion ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  v i c e  v e r s a ,  
Also, t h e  n a r r a t i v e  is  trailsniittec? i n  v a r i a n t  form and each 
s p e c i f i c  v a r i a n t  l i v e s  on ly  a s  Long a s  i t s  t e l l e r .  It  
t r a v e l s  on ly  as f a r  a s  i t s  t e l l e r  an2 t h e  r e l a t i v e  i n f l u -  
ence 01 t h e  s p e c i f i c  v a r i a n t  -- p e r  s e  is  b r i e f  and narrow. 
The Urform of t h e s e  v a r i a n t s  does  no t  i t s e l f  d i f f u s e ,  b u t  
only  i t s  dTesce_rdents--its variarizs--viander from count ry  t o  
count ry  and from g e n e r a t i o n  t o  gene ra t i on .  Because t h e  law 
of s e l f - c o r r e c t i o n  removes t h e  l a r g e s t  p a r t  of t h e  new 
v a r i a t i o n s ,  t h e  Urform remains r ecogn izab l e  i n  i ts  descen- 
ds1 t8 .  I n  t h i s  manner, t h e  p o s s i b l e  number of var ic l t ions  of 
t h e  Urforrn a r e  reduced. Otherwise i n  t h e i r  d i f f u s i o n  t h e y  
v:oula develop i n t o  more and more v a r i a n t s  i n  a  mu l t i p ly ing  
geomet r ica l  p rog re s s ion .  

I n  t h i s  chap te r  Krohn r e f e r s  t o  t h e  t h e o r y  t h a t  Episoden 



f l o a t  about independently,  now a t t a c h i n g  themselves t o  form 
one t a l e ,  now c l u s t e r i n g  wi th  o t h e r s  i n  a  d i f f e r e n t  conbin- 
a t i o n  t o  form another .  I n  o t h e r  words, they  seen  t o  l ead  
ind iv idua l  l i v e s  of t h e i r  own and produce ka le idescopic  
p a t t e r n s  q u i t e  a rh i t l aa r i ly .  Ir; ICrohnPs opinior,,  such an 
independenEe of' Episoden is a e r e l y  apparent.  ~ h &  _. onlv  
component t h a t  can be d i f fused  independently is t h a t  one 
which can be expressed a s  a  whole, by i t s e l ? .  I n  t h e  
degenerat ion of Volksdichtung m e  does find t h e s e  s e p a r a t e  
fragments, but  i n  such ins tances  they  cannot wander f u r t h e r .  

CHAPTXR 19) ENTSTEHUPIGSZEIT 

The f o l k l o r i s t ,  having es t ab l i shed  t h e  Normalformen and 
Grundforrn, and from t h e s e ,  having t r a c e d  t h e  p lace  of o r i -  
g i n  and t h e  pa ths  of d i f fus ion ,  can a l s o  determine t h e  t ime 
of o r i g i n  of t h e  t r a d i t i o n ,  although only r e l a t i v e l y .  SLnce 
f o l k  t r a d i t i o n s  a r e  products of c u l t u r e ,  t h e i r  t ime of 
o r i g i n  can be determined. 

I n  d a t i n g  t h e  o r i g i n  of a  t r a d i t i o n  one begins wi th  t h e  
o l d e s t  docmerlt and caut ious ly  pmceeds  backward. C e r t a i n  
r e fe rence  p o i n t s  w i l l  provide t h e  r e sea rcher  c lues  t o  t h e  
comparative age of t h e  form. For  example, f o r e i g n  words 
and concepts which were not known before a  c e r t a i n  t ime a r e  
u s e f u l  i n d i c a t i o n s  of age, i f  t h e  r e sea rcher  i s  s u r e  t h e y  
were not added a t  a  l a t e r  da te .  One must not be misled by 
re fe rences  t o  h i s t o r i c a l  events ,  e i t h e r ,  f o r  t h e s e  events  
may be o l d e r  t h a n  t h e i r  o r i g i n a l  desc r ip t ion .  L i t e r a r y  
adap ta t ions  of t r a d i t i o n s  can a l s o  a i d  t h e  f o l k l o r i s t  i n  
e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h e  known ex i s t ence  of a  t r a d i t i o n  a t  a  c e r t a i n  
t irne . 
Even i n  t h e  Grundform of t h e  n a r r a t i v e  t h e  terminus - -  a auo 
of a t r a d i t i o n  mav be found. F o r  exarn~le ,  "The 2 i c h  Man and 
His Son-in-lawvq cbntains  2 i 'eature  e s s k n t i a l  t o  i t s  s t r u c -  
t u r e ,  a  l e t t e r ,  so  t h e  n a r r s t i v e  must have a r i s e n  i n  a 
l i t e r a t e  c u l t u r e .  

CHAPTER 2 0 )  GZUN? UfD BODEN 

According t o  Krohn, khe l a s t  t a s k  of t h e  f o l k l o r i s t  i s  an 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of t h e  background and motivat ion from which 
t h e  t r a d i t i o n  developed, and t h i s  s u b j e c t ,  he admits,  i s  a 
more i n t e r e s t i n g  one than  t h e  temporal and geographical  
o r i g i n s  of a  t r a d i t i o n .  Such ai? i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of t h e  forma- 
t i o n  of a t r a d i t i o n ,  i ts o r i g i n a l  ind iv idua l  conponents, and 
t h e i r  o r i g i n ,  can t a k e  p lace  only a f t e r  t h e  Grundform has 
been recons t ruc ted .  S u f f i c i e n t  groundwork i n  t h e  e s t a b l i s h -  
ment of c e r t a i n  Norrnalfomen and Grundformen has been 
c a r r i e d  out ,  however, t h a t  Krohn d i scusses  and c r i t i c i z e s  
s e v e r a l  t h e o r i e s  concerning t h e  backgrounds end bases  of 
c e r t a i n  t r a d i t i o n s .  For exampid: 

a )  E n t i r e l y  new crea.t ions may be t h e  r e s u l t  of ex tens ive  



adapta t ions  of o t h e r  ma te r i a l s ,  c r e a t i v e  i m i t a t i o n s ,  o r  
fus ions  of d i f f e r e n t  t r a d i t i o n s ,  

b )  Even d i f f e r e n t  genres may be genetical . ly r e l a t e d ,  e.g., 
t h e  r i d d l e  and thatrproverb,  f o l k  b e l i e f  and t h e  proverb,  t h e  
folksong and t h e  --- Marchen. 

c )  Marchen have been crea ted  out of s u p e r s t i t i o n s .  I n  
s ~ c h  c rea t ions  t h e  s u p e r s t i t i o u s  content of an indigenous 
Grundform must be c a r e f u l l y  d i s t ingu i shed  from l a t e r  addi- 
t i o n s  of s u p e r s t i t i o u s  conceptions and customs. These d i f -  
fe rences  a r e  p a r t i c u l a r l y  important i n  t h e  use o f  MArchen 
a s  an a id  i n  nythologica l  ~ n d  s o c i o l o g i c a l  research.  

d )  Attempts t o  de r ive  Marchen from a  complex of super- 
s t i t i o u s  customs and t o  i n t e r p r & t  them a s  co rn~en ta r i e s  on 
p r imi t ive  r i t u a l s ,  a s  suggested by Saintyves,  heve been 
unsuccessful ,  because of t h e  r e s e a r c h e r s D  very lirr.i.ted 
choice of v a r i a n t s  and t h e  chance correspondence of t h e i r  
f e a t u r e s .  

e )  The same cr i t i -c i sm may be appl ied  t o  t h e  t h e o r i s t s  who 
attempt t o  der ive  Marchen from nature  myths. 

f )  Each na t ion  has stamped i n t e r n a t i o n a l  t r a - d i t i o n a l  
ma te r i a l s  wi th  i t s  own impress of cha rac te r  and c u l t u r e ,  and 
t h e s e  d i s s i m i l a r i t i e s  and t h e i r  o r i g i n s  need t o  be i n v e s t i -  
gated.  Such re-crea t ions  of t h e  n a r r a t i v e  and t h e i r  develop- 
ment and v a r i a t i o n  cannot be understood u n t i l  t h e  Normalform -- 
of t h e  a r e a  has  been es t ab l i shed  and its Urform recons t ruc ted  
a s  accura te ly  a s  poss ib le .  

CHAPTER 21 ) SCHLTJSSWCRT 

hrohn concludes h i s  statement of t h e  methods and purToses of 
t h e  his tor ic-geographic school w i t h  a  caut ionary word t o  
those  s tuden t s  who t r u s t  completely t h e  i n f a l l i b i l i t y  of 
t h e i r  0~~2n methods and t h e o r i e s  and t h e  r e l i a b i l i t y  of t h e i r  
o f t e n  scanty n a t e r i a l s .  He w r i t e s  t h a t  "we nust  s t o p  phi l -  
osophizing and mythologizinc, an6 work with r e a l  conceptions 
and microscopic investigations i n  order  t o  de r ive  appropri-  
a t e ,  te l lable ,  and gene ra l  c ~ r ~ c l u s i o n s  from p a r t i c u l a r ,  f a c t -  
u a l  r e s u l t s  ." 
F i n a l l y  Prohn j 1 ~ s t i f i . e ~  t h e  work of the f o l k l o r i s t  and h i s  - 
q q s c i e n t i f i c "  l abors  7 5 t h  t h e  microscopic elements of a  f o l k  
t r a d i t i o n .  The f o l k l c r i s t q s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  a r e  o f  g rea t  
importance t o  world l i t e r a t u r e ,  an< even h i s  methods o r  
analyzing comparativeiy simple t r a d i t i o n s  w i l l  be of much 
advantage a s  a  prepara tory  school f o r  t h e  complicated in -  
v e s t i g a t i o n s  of comparative l i t e r a r y  h i s t o r y .  

Above a l l ,  he w r i t e s ,  t h e  f o l k l o r i s t  s p u r s u i t s  "have brought 
t h e  scho la r ly  c o l l e c t o r  and researcher  c l o s e r  t o  t h e  f o l k  and 
have taught  him t o  understand and t o  love not only h i s  own 
na t ion ,  but humanity i n  genera l ,  on i ts deepest  l e v e l s  and 
i n  i t s  most d i s t a n t  pas t  

The goals  of t h e  f o l k l o r i s t  and the methods f o r  reaching 



them a s  ou t l ined  by Kaarle Krohn have not escaped t h e  c r i -  
t i c i s m  of o t h e r  f o l k l o r i s t s  and c e r t z i n  his tor ic-geographic 
t h e o r i e s  and methods have been modified by Krohnqs s tuden t s .  
C r i t i c i s m  has ranged from t h e  harsh  and v i n d i c t i v e  a t t a c k s  
of those  uncondi t ional ly  opposed t o  t h e  'qFinnish" school  t o  
t h e  mild ques t ions  r a i s e d  by h is tor ic -geographic  s c h o l a r s  
who f o r t h r i g h t l y  r e spec t  t h e  s c h o l a r l y  contributions of 
Krohn. 

To t h e  l a t t e r  belong t h e  cornvents of S t i t h  Thompson, who 
f e e l s  t h a t  t h e  genera l  v a l i d i t y  of t h e  method cannot be 
doubted, t h a t  i t s  methodology has  con t inua l ly  been improved 
over t h e  yea r s ,  and t h a t  t h e  c a r e f u l  a n a l y s i s  on which it 
i s  based i s  a  foundation t o  which a l l  f o l k l o r e  s t u d i e s  must 
be grounded. Nevertheless,  Thompson ques t ions  t h e  assump- 
t i o n  of t h e  school  t h a t  a  motif cannot be inves t iga ted  i n  a  
manner s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  a n a l y s i s  of a  type ,  because, it is 

r C U -  argued, o r i g i n a l l y  every motif was a  component of a  p a r t i  
l a r  t a l e .  The American scho la r  p o i n t s  out t h a t  nany narra- 
t i v e  mot i fs  e x i s t  a s  independent n a r r a t i v e s ,  I n  f a c t ,  more 
than  h a l f  of t h e  t a l e  types  i n  Aarnzqs Type Index a r e  noth- 
i n g  more t h a n  independent motifs .  Moreover, many mot i fs  
a r e  t h e  r e s u l t  of t h e  incorpora t ion  i l l to  t h e  n a r r a t i v e s  of 
c e r t a i n  b e l i e f s  and customs of a  people among whom t h e  t a l e  
developed. Cer ta in ly  mot i fs  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  conmon l i f e  and 
thought of p r imi t ive  peoples were l i k e l y  t o  have a r i s e n  
independently i n  many p laces .  He concludes t h a t  i f  t h e  
motif is  r a t h e r  complex, e.g., t h a t  of t h e  Obstacle F l i @ t ,  
it can be i ~ i v e s t i g a t e d  by his tor ic-geographic a n a l y s i s .  

A s t r i d e n t  voice c r i t i c a l  of t h e  school  was r a i s e d  by 
Albert  Wesselski. H i s  ob jec t ions  t o  i t s  methodology were 
rooted i n  h i s  d i s t r u s t  of o r a l  t r a d i t i o n .  He argued t h a t  
w r i t t e n  t a l e s  and published ve r s ions  of o r a l  t a l e s  have 
c a r r i e d  s t o r i e s  t o  those  from whcm they have been co l l ec ted .  
I n  h i s  opinion,  t h e  only method of f o l k t a l e  s tudy was t h e  
comparison of t h e s e  w r i t t e n  docuxints ,  f o r  o r a l  t j j a d i t i o n  
only e f f e c t e d  t h e  d i s i n t e g r a t i o n  of a n a r r a t i v e .  

I t  i s  c l e a r  t h a t  many his tor ic-geographic f o l k l o r i s t s  have 
acknowled-ged t h e  importance of w r i t t e n  documents i n  t h e i r  
s t u d i e s .  The i r  r e t o r t ,  of course,  Is t h a t  ?'Jesselski had no 
r e a l  knowledge o r  understanding of o r a l  t r a d i t i o n ,  and 
c e r t a i n l y  no experiences i n  t h e  f i e l d .  

Car l  I!. von Sydow a l s o  c r i t i c i z e d  t h e  his tor ic-geographic 
method of f o l k  n a r r a t i v e  s tudy,  but  h i s  p o s i t i o n  was not 
t h e  r a d i c a l  one championed by T!esselski. Yon Sydow charged 
t h a t  Iirohn lacked i n s i g h t  i n t o  t h e  laws v~hich goverr, t r a d i -  
t i o n a l  m a t e r i a l s ,  even though Ilrohn' s s tudent  , Ant t i  Aarne, 
used t h e  method admirably i n  a  s e r i e s  of lvprofound and 
thoroughr: f o l k t a l e  monographs. The Swedish s c h o l a r  c r i t i -  
cized s e v e r a l  assumptions made by Krohn, due t o  t h e  F inn ' s  
misunderstan6.ing of t h e  l i f e  and laws of a  f o l k t a l e .  

Von Sydow held t h a t  t h e  automigrat ion of a  t a l e  i s  a n  



imposs ib i l i ty .  It  does riot d i f f u s e  l i k e  a  s t r e a x  of water 
o r  l i k e  ever  widening r i n g s  on a  smooth su r face  of water,  
two f a v o r i t e  f i g u r e s  of speech used by Krohn. Ins te sd ,  t h e  
disseminat ion of a  t a l e  i s  desu l to ry ,  i r r e g u l a r ,  and sub- 
j e c t  t o  no r u l e ,  f o r  t a l e s  a r e  d i f fused  by a  very small  
number of  a c t i v e  t r a d i t i o n  bearers .  The P'Finnish'7 schoolv  s 
suppos i t ion  t h a t  i f  a  t r a d i t i o n  i s  found i n  two d i f f e r e n t  
a r e a s ,  it must a l s o  e x i s t  o r  have ex i s t ed  i n  between t h e s e  
a r e a s ,  i s  a.lso erroneous,  according t o  von Sydow. The 
a c t i v e  t r a d i t i o n  bea re r  w i l l  seldom n a r r a t e  h i s  ma te r i a l s  
i n  a  t r a n s i t  f fg ion  whose c u l t u r e  and language a r e  d i f f e r e n t  
from h i s  own. 

Other his tor ic-geographic hypotheses, t h a t  t h e  o r i g i n a l  
form of a  t a l e  should be t h e  rnost complete, n a t u r a l ,  and 
l o g i c a l ,  and t h a t  where t h e  most or ig ina l .  form of t h e  t a l e  
i s  found, t h e r e  t h e  o r i g i n a l  hone of t h e  n a r r a t i v e  may be 
loca ted ,  were a l s o  dismissed by von Sydow. He found t h e s e  
t o  beassumptions based on mere guesswork and p$rdly founded 
on a c t u a l  experience i n  a t r a d i t i o n a l  mi l ieu .  

Von Sydow bel ieved t h a t  changes brought about by d i f f e r e n t  
kinds of s i g n i f i c a n t  mutations and o i k o t y p i f i c a t i o n s  ( a  
process  r e i a t e d  t o  t h e  c r e a t i o n  of a r eg iona l  ~ o r n a l f o r m )  
had a l s o  been s l i g h t e d  by t h e  his tor ic-geographic i n v e s t i -  
g a t o r ,  a s  had ques t ions  concerning t h e  t r a d i t i o n  bea re r  and 
t h e  a c t u a l  t ransmiss ion  of t , rad i t ion:  

To f o l k - t a l e  research  ques t ions  regardiag  t h e  
bearers  of t r a d i t i o n  an5 occasions t o  n a r r a t e  must 
be problems of f i r s t  r o t e  importance, and i f  they  
a r e  ignored, an?. scho la r s  bu i ld  i n s t e a d  on uncer t a in  
working hypotheses, t h e  r e s u l t s  must be f a l s e ,  more 
o r  Less. Again, it is  of v i t a l  importance t o  s t r i k e  
a  r i g h t  balance between t h e  po in t s  of view of in -  
he r i t ance  and disseminat ion,  between t h e  q n s e r v a -  & 

t i s m  of t r a d i t i o n  and i t s  new formations.  

Von Sydow has a l s o  pointed auk thht one of t h e  most s e r i o u s  
d e f i c i e n c i e s  o f  t h e  histor'ic-geographic school is  i t s  con- 
tentment wi th  ex t rac t s s .  I ts  proponents s e l d o : ~  view t h e  
ma te r i a l  a s  palst  of P'a c a t u r a l ;  l i v i n g  whole." The fo lk -  
l o r i s t  must s tudy not only as t a l e s ,  but a l s o  t h e  
use of f o l k t a l e s ,  t h e i r  life i n  t r a d i t i o n ,  t h e i r  transmis- - 
s i o n  and d i f f u s i o n ,  and t h e  important d i f f e rences  between 
kinds of f o l l ~ t a l e s .  The l i f e  of t h e  t r a d i t i o n  has escaped 

7 
t h e  a t t e n t i o r L  of t h e  f o l k t a l e  scho la r s  l i k e  Krohn and, a s  a 
r e s u l t ,  they  have constructfr '  a number of p o s t u l a t e s  having 
no connection wi th  r e a l i t y .  7 

Holger Olof Kygnrd, i n  a monographic study of t h e  b a l l a d ,  
"Heer Ha le~n ; i jn ,~~  o f f e r s  perhaps the most r ecen t  c r i t i c i s n  of 
t h e  Finnish  method. (It is  i n t e r e s t i n g  t h a t  t h e  nonograph 
i t s e l f  i s  a  kind of h i s t o r i c  and geographic s tudy,  but 
not a  t r a d i t i o n a l  his tor ic-geographic a n a l y s i s  i n  the 
manner of ~ r o h n . )  Mygard f i n d s  t h a t  one of t h e  most 



d i s q u i e t i n g  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of t h e  school  has  Seen t h e  t r u s t  
it p laces  i n  numbers and percectages.  The e f f e c t i v e  i n t e r -  
p r e t a t i o n  of t h i s  q u a n t i t a t i v e  d a t a  is ,  i n  t h e  end, depen- 
dent on t h e  ind iv idua l  researcher .  But, he w r i t e s ,  

. , it is p r e c i s e l y  i n  such mat ters  of judgement 
t h a t  t h e  breaks lown and t h e  percentages 
l o s e  t h s i r  pretended s a n c t i t y .  The panoply of per- 
centages i n  t a b l e s  does  not  i n s p i r e  t r u s t  un less  t h e  
v a r i a n t  ma te r i a l  conforms t o  an i d e a l .  Since a  body 
of t e x t s  can never be expected t o  r ep resen t  an 
even d i s t r i b u t i o n  through both t ime and space of an 
e n t i r e  t r a d i t i o n ,  wi th  n i c e l y  graduated changes 
inheren t  i n  i ts c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s ,  t h e  numerical d a t a  
must be compensated by t h e  judgement of t h e  research- 
e r ,  but compensated according t o  t h e  degree of de- 
v i a t i o n  of h i s  m a t e r i a l  from t h e  i dea l .  This  i d e a l  
he does not kn0w,~8f  course,  and i s  i n  f a c t  attsmp- 
t i n g  t o  discover .  

I n  add i t ion ,  FLygard emphasizes t h a t  although t h e  s tudent  i s  
ca re fu l ,  he cannot he lp  but  neglec t  eva lua t ive  consider- 
a t i o n s  i n  an a n a l y s i s  i n  which a l l  i t e n s  a r e  r e l ega ted  t o  
numerals, a b s t r a c t i o n s ,  and s t a t i s t i c s .  ". . , The formal  
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of t h e s e  s t u d i e s  discourage eva lua t ive  
remarks, f o r  such n s i d e r a t i o n s  a r e  not amenable t o  ' sc ien-  
t i f i c  t rea tment .  ,v f g  
Historic-geographic s t u d i e s  have been c a l l e d  " s c i e n t i f i c , "  
he cont inues i n  t h e  same ve in ,  but i n  t h e  s t r i c t  sense  of 
t h e  term they  a r e  no t ,  f o r  t5ey  a r e  Pinot based on t h e o r i e s  
t h a t  allow of experimental  - ~ e r i f  i c a t i o n , "  Unfortunately 
many of t h e  schoo19s  s c h o l a r l y  con t s ibu t ions  a r e  charac ter -  
i zed  by t h e  t r app ings  of pseudo-science descr ibed by 2 , B ,  
McKerrow i n  Prolegomena -- f o r  t h e  Oxi'ord Shakespeare: 

. . . t h e  parade 02 t h e  ;:;;lckinery of demonstration 
when such machinery is Fz.appropriate, t h e  aaass ing  
of s t a t i s t i c s  i n  cases  where t h e  phecomena a r e  t o o  
d i v e r s e  i n  character. t o  be  properly t r e a t e d  as  
u n i t s  i n  an enumerat ion,  t h e  pre tense  t h a t  by bring- 
i n g  t o g e t h e r  argunents which ir&lviclually a r e  in-  
v a l i d  one can z r r i v e  a t  proof.  

Nygard concludes h i s  c r i t i q u e  more p o s i t i v e l y ,  however. 
He c a l l s  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  per iod i n  which t h e  school  o r i g i -  
nated--an e r a  of F innish  na t ionzl i sm and ' : s c i e n t i f i c "  in-  
t e r e s t  i n  h i s t o r i c a l  philology--and he recognizes t h e  f a c t  
t h a t  t h e  most r e p t a b l e  p r a c t i t i o n e r s  of t h e  h i s t o r i c -  
geographic method a s s e r t  t h a t  t h e i r  f i n d i n g s  are mere]-y 
con jec tu ra l .  These scho la r s  usua l ly  inc lude  among t h e i r  
' ~ n o n s c i e n t i f i c ~  t a l e n t s  both an a b i l i t y  t o  make i n t e l l i g e n t  
eva lua t ions  and cormon sense,  

I f i n d  t h a t  t h e s e  c r i t i c i s m s  of t h e  Finnish  school  of fo lk -  
t a l e  s tudy a r e  genera l ly  sound and i n t e l l i g e n t ,  wi th  t h e  



e x c e ~ t i o n  of t h o s e  r a i s e d  by Alber t  l ; ? e s se i sk i ,  whose r a d i c a l  
i n t e E p r e t a t i o n  of o r a l  t r a d i t i o n  i s  d i f f i c u l t ' z o  accep t .  
A few o t h e r  q u e s t i o n s  r e l a t i v e  t o  t h e  h i s to r i c -geog raph ic  
method and,  more s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  t o  I l rohnqs  s t a t emen t  of i t s  
g o a l s  and hei;hod:; i n  -- !lie F ' o lk io r i s t i s che  . -  !Lrbeitsmetnode have 
a l s o  come t o  mind i n  t h e  course  of  resez . rchlng t h i s  z-.eviewe 

F i r s t ,  it seems t h a t  t h e  methodology of t h e  s choo l  i s  fcund- 
. ed on a n  i m p l i c i t  t r u s t  i n  a b s t r a c t e d  m a t e r i a l s .  Not o ~ i l y  
a r e  t h e  t e x t s  a b s t r a c t e d ,  f o r  p r a c t i c a l  purposes ,  of course ,  
b u t  t h e s e  a b s t r a c t i o n s  a r e  used t o  r e - e s t a b l i s h  an  a b s t r a c -  
t i o n  of t h e  Normalformen, and, iri t u r n ,  t h e  a b s t r a c t i o n s  of 
t h e  Normalformen a r e  analyzed t o  r e c o n s t r u c t  a n  a b s t r a c t i o n  
of t h e  Gr~~ndform.  Can t h i s  supe ro rgan ic  s e r i e s  of a b s t r a c -  
t i o n s  g ive  t h e  f o l k l o r i s t  much r e l i a b l e  and u s e f u l  i n fo r sa - -  
t i o n  a sou t  t h e  a c t u a l  l i f e  of t h e  t r a d i t i o n  i.n i t s  tempora l  
and geographic  development? How meaningful  i s  t h e  Grund-- 
 for^ t o  t h e  f o l l c l o r i s t  working w i t h  s p e c i f i c  2nd r c a l  -- 
v a r i a n t s ,  o t h e r  t h a n  its use  i n  p o i c t i n g  o u t  whether o r  no t  
a n  informant  P s  t r a d i t i o n  v a r i e s  from i t s  conjec tured  a r che -  
t ype?  These v a r i a t i ~ ~ ~ s  and d i s s ? . r n i l a r i t i e s  a r e  c e r t a i n l y  
impor tan t  t o  t h e  f o l k l o r i s t ,  hu t  does t h e i r  comprehension 
r e q u i r e  t h e  massiTJc, t ime  cot2s:xming l a b o r s  of coinplete 
Normalf orm - and --- Grundf orm r e c o x s t r u c t  i o n s ?  

Too, it appears  t h a t  t h e  so-ca l led  laws and c r i t e r i a  a t  
work i n  o r a l  t r a d i t i o n  can be sf f 'ec t i -vely  used t o  prove 
almost  any th ing ,  s i n c e  t h e y  c o n t r a 6 i c t  one ano the r  a t  
v a r i o u s  p o i n t s ,  One of t h e  c r i t e r i a  used i n  t h e  d e t e r -  
mina t ion  of a n  aychetype r e a d s  t h a t  ' ? t h e  form t h a t  has  t h e  
g r e a t e s t  f requency  of occur rence  vril!. more o f t e n  be t h e  
o r i g i n a l  t h a n  t h e  f orni t h a t  occu r s  301-e r a r e l y  ano the r ,  
t h a t  " t h e  - Zug t h a t  i s  found i n  one f o l k t a l e  on ly ,  w i l l  more 
probably2Pe more o r i g i n a l  t h a n  a  - Zug which i s  found a l s o  i n  
o t l l e r s .  q s  Perhaps t h e  d i f f i c u l t y  invo lved  h e r e  i s  t h e  
s choo l  s p r e f e r e n c e  f o r  t h e  terms G1lawsf* and w c r i t e r i a o E v  
m l h e s e  c o n t r a i y  c h a r a c t e - q i s t l c s  of o r a l  t r a d i t i o n  probably  
could be descr ibeLl  more aptly as  "tenciencies." 

Another d i f f i c u l t y  which a r i s e s  i n  a n  exan ina t ion  of t h e  
h i s to r i c -geog raph ic  method I s  i t s  c i r c u l a r  l o g i c ,  a l rearbj  
impl ied by Rygard. If t h e  PoTjclorist; is  a t t t e p t i n g  t o  
r e c o n s t r u c t  a n  a r che type  by ";hz examinat ion and a n a l y s i s  of 
each i n d i v i d u a l  f e a t u r e ,  he z u ~ t  have some i d e a  i n  mind 
col?cerning, t h e  p robable  diffu:;ioll a d  5evelopmei1t of  t h e  
t r a d i t i o n .  Yet ,  accord ing  t o  I.:r.ohn al-id 11i.s col leagi les ,  t h i s  
d i f f u s i o n  and development of t h e  t racd i t ion  can no t  be r e -  
vea l ed  o r  unders-tood u n t i l  t h e  zrcrietype i s  r e c o n s t r u c t e d ,  
Unless T have misunderstood t h e  b a s i c  methcd of t h e  F i n n i s h  
school  and i t s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n ,  t h i s  c i r c u l s r i t y  i s  i n t r i n s i c  
t o  i t s  methodology. 

At apr rate, t h e  h i s to r i c -geog raph ic  method supposedly 
e x e n p l i f i e d  t h e  o b j e c t i v e  and t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  i n  f o l k l o r e  
s c h o l a r s h i p .  There fore  i t s  p r a c t i t i o n e r s  should. have 
r e a l i z e d  how s i g n i f  i c a n t l v  t h e  r e s e a r c h e r f  s preconcept ions  



and suppos i t ions  about t h e  d i f f u s i o n  and development of t h e  
archetype a f f e c t e d  t h e  j e c t i v e  and s c i e n t i f i c v  recon- 
s t r u c t i o n  of t h a t  very archetype,  This  s u b j e c t i v i t y  becomes 
even more apparent when one r e c a l l s  Krohnqs repeated comments 
about t h e  d i f f i c u l t  dec i s ions  t h e  f o l k l o r i s t  must make i n  
dec id ing  whether one form i s  more o r i g i n a l  t h a n  another .  
A s  s t a t e d  above, t h e  confused and contrac?ictory laws, 
p r i n c i p l e s ,  and c r i t e r i a  s e t  f o r t h  t o  a i d  t h e  r e sea rcher  i n  
t h e s e  dec i s ions  could be useu t o  e s t a b l i s h  exac t ly  what he 
wished them t o  e s t a b l i s h .  

The basa l  superorganicism of t h e  concepts i n t e g r a l  t o  t h e  
goals  and methods of t h e  his tor ic-geographic scho la r  is  
a l s o  troublesome. Alan Dundes has noted t h a t  t h i s  super- 
organicism is t h e  focus  of t h e  e n t i  r e  methodology: t h e  
archetype i s  superorganic ,  a s  a r e  O l r i k v s  e p i c  laws, Ander- 
s o n q s  law of s e l f - c o r r e c t i o n ,  an6 t h e  concept of automigra- 
t i o n .  If t h e s e  phenomena cannot be explained i n  human 
terms--and Krohn, Aarne, and o t h e r s  o f t e n  neglected t o  do 
so--then, a s  Dundes says ,  t h e  q'foll<ls i s  taken out of 'Yolk- 
l o r e , "  I n  such an approach, ''it becomes almost i r r e l e v a n t  
t h a t  f o l k l o r e  i s  c o ~ u n i c a t e d  by human ind iv idua l s  to o t h e r  
human ind iv idua l s .  

My most b a s i c  c r i t i c i s m  of t h e  his tor ic-geographic school  
i s  c l o s e l y  r e l a t e d  t o  Dundesq quest ioning of i t s  r e l i a n c e  
on superorganic  cons t ruc t s ,  Because i t s  resea rcher s  were 
s o  exc lus ive ly  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  v a r i e t i e s  of t h e  archetype,  
they  usua l ly  neglected t h e  s p e c i f i c  t a l e  i n  i t s  a c t u a l  
context .  The r o l e  of imagination i n  t h e  t a l e t e l l i n g  s i t u -  
a t i o n ,  t h e  s o c i a l  mi l ieu  of t h e  t a l e t e l l e r  and h i s  audience, 
p a r t i c u l a r  modes of t a l e t e l l i n g  and t ransmiss ion ,  t h e  use 
and f u n c t i o n  of t h e  t a l e  i n  t h e  s o c i e t y  i n  which it i s  t o l d ,  
and. t h e  meaning of t h e  t a l e  t o  those  t e l l i n g  it, and l i s t e n -  
ing  t o  i t - - a l l  of t h e s e  s u b j e c t s  nave been l a r g e l y  ignored 
by his tor ic-geographic s tudei l ts .  I n  order  t o  understand 
t h e  a c t u a l  l i f e  of a t a l e ,  os t ens ib ly  t h e  most important 
goal  of t h e  Finnish  method, t h e s e  c u l t u r a l  phenomena must 
be inves t iga ted .  They ~ . u s t  be descr ibed as they  e x i s t  i n  a  
s p e c i f i c  s i t u a t i o n  and i n t e r p r e t e d  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  s i m i l a r  
phenomena present  i n  o the r  s p e c i f i c  t a l e t e l l i n g  s i t u a t i o n s .  
If t h e s e  r e l a t e d  s u b j e c t s  a r e  ignored, it cannot be s a i d  
t h a t  t h e  l i f e  h i s t o r y  of a  t a l e  i s  f u l l y  o r  s a t i s f a c t o r i l y  
understood. 

Because t h e  his tor ic-geographic method of f o l k  n a r r a t i v e  
s tudy i s  easy t o  c r i t i c i z e  f r o n  our present  vantage po in t  i n  
f o l k l o r e  scho la r sh ip ,  it i s  perhaps easy t o  f o r g e t  i ts  
important con t r ibu t ions ,  The school  introduced a  c a r e f u l  
and r igorous  method f o r  t h e  s tudy of f o l k  t r a d i t i o n s .  It 
demonstrated t h a t  t h e  s tudy of a  t r a d i t i o n  must be caut ious  
and. a s  exhaust ive as  p o s s i b l e  before any g e n e r a l i z a t i o n s  
about i t s  o r i g i n ,  development, and d i f f u s i o n  can be made, 
I t  pointed out t h a t  what was rue  of' one t a l e  t:ss not 
n e c e s s a r i l y  t r u e  of another.  2f The his tor ic-geographic 
scho la r  has used o r a l  ma te r i a l s  wherever poss ib le ,  s t r e s s e d  



t h e i r  importance,  demanded t h a t  t h e  genuine ly  t r a d i t i o n a l  
be  s epa ra t ed  f r o m  t h e  adapted and t h e  l i t e r a r y ,  and empha- 
s i z e d  t h e  importance of  c o l l e c t i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  t h e  f i e l d .  
And, i n  an impress ive  s e r i e s  of s c h o l a r i y  monographs, he 
and h i s  co l l eagues  have e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
d i s t r i b u t i o n  of many n a r r a t i v e  t y p e s  and t h e r e b y  have Jis- 
proven ce r t a i r .  mon i s t i c  i n t e r p r e t a t i o x s  of t a l e s  and myths. 

These c o i ~ t r i b u t i o n s  are most s i g n i f i c a n t .  His tor ic-geogra-  
ph i c  s t u d i e s  are a necessary  p a r t  of  t h e  whole of f o l k l o r e  
researcb9 b u t  t h e y  by no means c o n s t i t u t e  i t s  e n t i r e t y .  
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