
ORAL TRADITION AND THE: AeF *S 

Ever  s i n c e  Wi l l i am Wells  Newell d i s ca rded  h i s  concept  of 
f o l k l o r e  a s  s u r v i v a l  i n  f a v o r  of f o l k l o r e  a s  o r a l  t r a d i t i o n ,  
o r a l  t r a d i t i o n  seems t o  have served a s  t h e  prime medium f o r  
t h e  d i s semina t ion  of in format ion  i n  t h e  A.F.S. No doubt 
o r a l  means of communication, i n  a  s o c i e t y  devoted t o  t h e  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of o r a l  p rocesses ,  had a  c e r t a i n  qua in tness -  
v a l u e  and even e x h i b i t e d  a  measure of u s e f u l n e s s  back i n  
t h o s e  days  when t h e  devo tee s  of t h e  d i s c i p l i n e  c o n s t i t u t e d  
a  Gemeinschaft s o c i e t y .  However, t h e  1970 meet ings  i n  Los 
Angeles have more than adequa t e ly  demonstra ted t h a t  our  
t r a n s i t i o n  f rom Gemeinschaf t t o  G e s e l l s c h a f t  i s  v i r t u a l l y  
complete. Concerned members of t h e  A .F .So no  longer  en joy 
t h o s e  k i n d s  of r e l a t i o n s h i p s  t h a t  a l l ow  f o r  t h e  o r a l  dis- 
seminat ion of in format ion  w i t h  any degree  of e f f i c i e n c y .  
Not on ly  does  t h e  p r o v e r b i a l  r i g h t  hand n o t  know what t h e  
l e f t  i s  doing;  i t s  s t a t e  i s  such  t h a t  it i s  no longer  c e r t a i n  
t h a t  it i s  t h e  r i g h t  hand. Consequently,  our annua l  b u s i n e s s  
meeting i n c r e a s i n g l y  resembles  a  g roup  therapy  s e s s i o n  f o r  
manic-depress ives .  

The S o c i e t y  has grown t o o  l a r g e  and inforrnal  means of 
comrrfinication a r e  no longer  adequate .  Comflunication i n  
t h e  A .F.S. must b e  fo rmal ized  ( n o t  t o  b e  confused w i t h  
f o r m u l a r i z e d ) .  A s >  f o l k l o r i s t s  concerned w i t h  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  
of t h e  Soc i e ty ,  we r e q u i r e  t h e  r e g u l a r  d i s semina t ion  of 
in format ion ,  p r e f e r a b l y  i n  n e w s l e t t e r  form. (Besides ,  news- 
l e t t e r s  w i l l  p rovide  e x c e l l e n t  source  m a t e r i a l  f o r  f u t u r e  
g e n e r a t i o n s  of i n t e l l e c t u a l  h i s t o r i a n s ) .  A t  b u s i n e s s  meetings 
we should no  longer  b e  s u p r i s e d  by motions made f rom t h e  
f l o o r ,  Execu t ive  commitments, f i s c a l  prognoses and Shanghai  
g e s t u r e s .  No longer  should we have t o  fo rmu la t e  op in ions  
o r  suppor t ,  oppose or propose motions on t h e  b a s i s  of 
no-inf ormation. Far thurmore ,  knowledge of t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  
of t h e  Executive throughout  t h e  yea r  should n o t  be  t h e  s o l e  
p rope r ty  of t hose  who r e c e i v e d  t h e i r  Ph.DO1s between 1962 and 
1966. 

The FORUM would be  d e l i g h t e d  t o  s e r v e  a s  t h e  organ f o r  \ 

r e g u l a r  r e p o r t s  and r e t o r t s  concerning A.F . S o  mat t e r s ,  b u t  
unf o r  tun at el^ our c i r c u l a t i o n  i n  n o t  q u i t e  congruent  w i t h  
A .F .S . membership. The A .F .So must e s t a b l i s h  a  n e w s l e t t e r  
which i s  r e g u l a r l y  d i spa t ched  t o  a l l  i t s  membership. T h i s  
should h e l p  e r a d i c a t e  t h e  in format ion  d i f f e r e n t i a l  i n  t h e  
S o c i e t y  by informing everyone what i s  be ing  planned, what 
i s  be ing  done, and who i s  be ing  done i n .  


