
Both these minor c l a s s i c s  were due f o r  repr int ing and these new edi t ions  
w i l l  be welcomed.   he^ belong i n  any col lect ion or l i b r a r y  devoted to  
fo lk lore  , Br i t i sh  soc i a l  history,  graphics, business o r  communications 
history,  o r  Victorian stuaies.  Gene ral l i b r a r i e s  might consider acquir- 
ing them f o r  t h e i r  v i sua l  wealth alone. 
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Kemcy, Alice P, The Gansevoorts of Albany, Syracuse University Press, 
Syracuse, ~e-rk, 1969. 32'and xxvi pagss. $9.75. 

Professor Kenney has i n  t h i s  book produced a notable combination of fam- 
i l y  h i s to ry  with a convincing i n s i i h t  i n to  a whole cu l tu ra l  complex with- 
i n  our na t iona l  cu l tu ra l  history. 

Histories have recognized, hotsevcr vn,uely, t h a t  the  Dutch colonial  ven- 
t u r e  i n t o  t h e  Huds~n River estuary introducad a pat tcrn  not modelled on 
t h e  more famil iar  Br i t i sh  one, but few have explored the  nature of t he  
diffcrencc,  nor i t s  persistance, Even the  f a c t  t h a t  t he  Gansevoorts s t i l l  
spoke Dutch i n  t he  family i n  the  1820's i s  s ignif icant .  

But Miss Kenney is  l e s s  in teres ted i n  lanipnge than i n  t he  soc i a l  and 
p o l i t i c a l  overtmes.  The diffcrcnce, she argues, l i e s  i n  t h e  Dutch med- 
i eva l  ancl l n t a r  mercantile inheritance, mi(qw~.y between the  Roman and 
the  Germanic, and reaching back t o  the  Dutch t rade  on the  ear ly  "fron- 
t iers1 '  of the  Baltic, The socie ty  was mercantile, with a high degree of 
communal auton~my. Power was i n  the  prospsrous families, sustained by 
judicious intermarriage a l l iances ,  and continued by a system of "co-opta- 
tion," whereby members of the  Councils nominated t h e i r  o m  successors, 
with the  conselit of t he  overlord. I n  return, t h i s  f lpatr ici- t tet l  protected 
cmmunal i n t e r e s t s ,  nnd contributed heavily t o  buildings, bridges and 
public a f f a i r s ,  

Carried over i n to  the  f ron t i e r s  of Kensselaerwyck and Bcverwyck (old 
Albany), the  system f avorcd encr,otic trw1crs, who developed t h e i r  own 
loca l  p a t r i c i a t e  on the  scme principles.  So rose the  Schuylcrs, even the  
Livingstons, within t he  system. Thus a plebiqn l i k e  Herman Gansev~ort ,  
brewer, farmer, could shrewclly advance h i s  f&rtunes, f ind  modest but use- 
f u l  marriages f p r  h i s  children, and count the  rewards, By the  time of t he  
Revolution, Colonel Peter  Ganscvoort, having proved h i s  worth by h i s  
sturdy r e fusa l  t o  be intimidatecl a t  Fort  Stanwix by St ,  Leger's advance, 
coulA be made a brigadier-gen?rnl, and sze h i s  sons advance t o  a p a r t  i n  
constitution-making, t o  a big house, and a l a rge  lumbering operation i n  
the  wnods of the  north. One w ~ s  a gracluate of Princeton, 

We canmt,  3f course, t r a c e  a family his tory i n  de tq i l ,  t o  i t s  f i n a l  
l m e  representat ive,  dying i n  1918 i n  Alb8n.y i n  n house f i l l e d  with mom- 
cntoes of the  past. I n  t h a t  s t s q r  the re  i s  room f o r  Heman Melville, 
grandson of the  o l d  g<?n?r.zl, whose f i c t i o n a l  l tBil ly Budd" ref lected a 
Gansevqort encmntcr with naval jus t ice ,  

The Dutch porsistance had t o  yie ld  i n  time t o  Yankee pressures, though 



'even a Kart in Van Buren could arlnnt i t s  ways t o  par ty  loyalties, and a 
cocper f ind  i n  its pas t  mater ia l  f o r  a cmple  o f  novels. 

 his is a book, then, not  only t o  de l igh t  rcndcrs of up-stnte New York, 
b u t  bne meriting a wir'cr c i r cu l a t i on  f o r  i t s  cantr ibut ion t o  American 
h i s to ry ,  and i t s  example of  one va l id  nnproach t o  t h e  o v e r a l l  story. 
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I I N  BRIEF 1 
I I 
The  g r e a t  scholar ly  r e p r i n t  boom marches on and it i s  encouraging t o  f i n d  1 

I ever more fo lk lore  " ~ l a s s i c s , ~ '  such as Johnnnes C.H.R. S teenst rup 's  - The 1 
Medieval Po-~ula r  Ballad back i n  p r i n t  (Translated by Edward G. Cox; Se- 1 

I a t t l e  and London, University of "lashington Press,  1968; pp. 269+xxix, in-  1 
I d icss;  $7.95; paper $2.95). A Forcworcl by David G. Fowler and an infgr-  1 

I mative bibl i9graphic essay by Karl-Ivcr Hildeman are new t o  t h i s  edi t ion.  1 
I The m~dern  reader may f ind  much i n  t h i s  voluie,  first published i n  1891 1 

I and printer1 i n  English i n  1914, manifestly out0aterf (as Fowler suggests, 1 
I more moderately, i n  h i s  Foreword). Such statements as (in regard t o  n 

I s tock l i ne  t h e  author regards as a l a t e  addi t ion t o  various songs, p. 801,: 
I "It must be hoped t h a t  i n  the  fu tu re  e f f g r t s  w i l l  be made t o  ex t i rpa t e  1 

I t h i s  woed which has grown up in t h e  garden of  our popular balladsr ' ;  o r  1 
I (in regard t o  la te  chmgos i n  bal lad  music, p. 165), "It ought thc rc fore  1 

1 t o  be t h e  c l e a r  duty of musicians t o  res to re ,  i n  any case, a port ion of 1 
1 Scandinavian melodies t o  t h e i r  former shapefr a r e  apt  t o  grate harshly up- 1 

1 on our current  c r i t i c a l  (or ,  r a t h e r  unc r i t i ca l ? )  s e n s i b i l i t i e s .  Likewise, 1 
1 S t eens t rup ls  dominant emphasis upon so r t i ng  out  the  genuinely medieval - 1 

1 ba l lnds from l a t e r  ones may s t r i k e  many of us  as wasted scholar ly  ener- 1 
1 gies. Fowler's point  t h a t  modern research has too of ten  disregarded ac- 1 

1 t u a l  c h r o n ~ l o ~ y ,  a po in t  he makes even more forcefully i n  h i s  o m  A Lit- 
- -- -- I 1 e r a ry  History of t he  Popular Ballad, i s  wel l  taken. But Steenstrup's  

1 chronologizing seems o f t w  based on t ~ n u o u s  premises. Also, h i s  standards1 
1 f o r  determining the  h i s t o r i c i t y  of bal lads,  though they in-some respects  1 
1 prefigure Vansina, are e s s e n t i a l l y  nlive. Yet t he  book remains, i n  i ts 

I way, a sound in t roduct ion t o  aspects  of Danish balladry, so  important i n  1 
I r e l a t i o n  t o  Br i t i sh  materials ,  and i s  t o  be recommenc!ed. The simple cov- 1 

I e r  Pesign of  t h i s  e d i t i o n  is remarkably s t r i k ing .  h e  peers m e r  bat- 
tlements i n t a  an empty v i o l e t  (?urplo? magenta?) skyscape, half expect- 
ing p r ~ u d  b d y  Margaret's ghost b ro ther  t o  r i d o  up and rirldle away i n  the1 

I s u r rea l .  One hopes t o  sea o ther  major ballacl s t ud i e s  ou t  i n  s imilar ,  rel-1 
I a t i v e l y  inexp.?nsive paperback ed i t ions :  Hustvedtts  Ballad - -  Books and Bal- 1 

l a d  Men and Friedman's The Ballad Revival f o r  a start, perhaps followed 1 
I -- 

I by Gerould's - The B a l l a d o f  ~raditig- pqpcrback ed i t i on  of which is 1 
anparently s t i l l  ~ u t  of pint). Semi-sffluent fo lk lore  s tudents  are 

I waiting. ---F. de C. 


