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Northwest Indiana College Enrollment Trends 

Trend 1: Job market competition and more flexible education delivery. 

A strong economy/job market provides stiff competition for college education, particularly in 
metropolitan areas with high-paying manufacturing jobs that may not require a college degree. A 
recent internal study on enrollment found: 

• At IU Northwest, a one percentage-point drop in the unemployment rate leads to a 5% 
decline in enrollment (and vice versa). 

• At IU Northwest, the majority of all variation in enrollment (as much 75%) can be 
explained solely by changes in the unemployment rate. 

• These results are similar for other regional campuses close to major metropolitan areas. 
Source: Arshanapalli, Pollak (2018) 

Greater flexibility in education delivery (such as online courses and programs) leads to fewer 
traditional full-time students. Higher degree completion rates reduce enrollment as students 
complete programs more quickly. 

Trend 2: Changing demographics and declining high school graduates. 

The 2008/2009 Great Recession depressed fertility rates and a lack of real income growth since 
has kept them low: 

• Between 2007 and 2017, the birth rate nationally has fallen by 17.5% (14.3 to 11.8 per 
1,000 women). Source: National Vital Statistics Reports. 

• Between 2012 and 2029 projected growth (decline) in high school graduates is: 
o -5.7% nationally. 
o -7% in Indiana. 
o -18.4% in Illinois. 

Source: Western Interstate Commission for Higher Education. 

• Between 2012 and 2029 projected growth (decline) in college students is: 
o -10.7% nationally. 
o -22% in Indiana. 
o -23.1% in Illinois. 

Source: Grawe, Nathan (2018) “Demographics and the Demand for Higher Education” 

Potential bright spots 

One of the few areas of projected growth is in Hispanic population seeking higher education. 
Between 2012 and 2029, the projected growth in Hispanic college students is: 

• 11.3% nationally 
• 66.3% in Indiana 
• -4.9% in Illinois 

Source: Grawe, Nathan (2018) “Demographics and the Demand for Higher Education” 

The student body at IU Northwest is 23.2% Hispanic and growing. 

https://www.iun.edu/business/business-community/center-for-economic-education-and-research.htm
mailto:mpollak@iun.edu
https://www.iun.edu/business/business-community/center-for-economic-education-and-research.htm

	Trend 1: Job market competition and more flexible education delivery.
	Trend 2: Changing demographics and declining high school graduates.
	Potential bright spots

