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And this week was actually a great example ...



Democrats changing views of impeachment



What FiveThirtyEight did



What … about the polls?



So what can 
previous polling 
tell us?



What the polls show (so far)

A YouGov/Economist poll 
found that 62 percent of 
Americans said that it is 
inappropriate for the 
president to threaten 
withholding foreign aid to a 
country if it refuses to “take 
an action which personally 
benefits the President.” 
(Only 14 percent said it is 
appropriate, and 24 percent 
were not sure.)



But read polls carefully!



How we approach polls

1. We don’t write about individual polls; we prefer 
an average.

2. We care about making sure we use polls in a 
way that they can be compared.







Check it out:
https://projects.fivethirtyeight
.com/pollster-ratings/
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So how does this all apply to 2020?

Check it out:
https://projects.fivethirtyeight
.com/2020-primaries/democr
atic/national/
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Do debates matter? (yes)





We don’t just track polls either









How will 2020 be different than 2016?



Make understanding probabilities easier



But don’t overcorrect for 2016 either



Interrogate the data you have



How you can work with us

Check it out:
https://fivethirtyeight.com/tag/housekeeping/ … questions??
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