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work without identifying themselves in the process. As the authors of Shadows 
in the Field point out, though heavy description and analysis are valuable, the 
need to understand fieldworkers' experiences in the field, their identities, and 
their effects on the future of the people they study is also as important. 

Shadows in the Field is a valuable resource for social science 
scholars-particularly ethnomusicologists-who engage in the fieldwork 
process as a means to understand other people, cultures, and musics. Although 
a few articles tend to be overly self-reflexive, occasionally sounding more 
like diary entries than ethnography, the overall approach of recognizing the 
experiences of the fieldworker is important for future scholarship in 
ethnomusicology. Further, the emphasis that the authors place on gender 
and identity roles of scholars in the field can only benefit future scholars as 
they approach and write about their field research. 
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Although there are many studies of saints and saints' lives, relatively few 
of these have been from the perspective of the folklorist or based on materials 
collected from oral tradition; nor are traditions and beliefs about saints from 
non-western European traditions adequately represented. Issachar Ben-Ami's 
study and anthology of the folk traditions of Jewish saints from Morocco is thus 
a very welcome addition to the corpus of folklore-oriented studies of saints. 

Saint Veneration Among the Jews of Morocco is divided into two parts. 
The first is primarily descriptive, guiding the reader through the many aspects 
of the Moroccan Jewish traditions about saints; their miracles, disciples, families, 
the traditions and ritual practices at the holy sites where the saints are venerated, 
and the shared Muslim and Jewish traditions. It is perhaps predictable that 
Moroccan Jewish patterns of saint veneration are very similar to those of Muslims, 
but it is only through the kind of close description and analysis Ben-Ami does 
that the connections, and differences, between the two traditions can really be 
appreciated. At times one sees the Moroccan Jewish traditions as closely 
connected to other Jewish traditions-for instance, many of the narratives about 
Moroccan saints have parallels in the Hasidic traditions of Eastern Europe- 
and at other times one sees that the narratives have Islamic parallels. The parallels 
between the Moroccan Jewish and Islamic materials, and between the Moroccan 






