
INTRODUCTION & COURSE OBJECTIVES

This upper-level composition course about internet and 
social media literacy is focused on students’ 
understanding of the self (and the online “public”)  as it 
is represented in digital spaces. One of the key objectives 
for students is to develop a better understanding of the 
construction and dissemination of texts, images, and 
videos online. Simultaneously, students are meant to 
explore their own composition practices in these 
multimodal spaces. By the end of this course, 
students will be able to better understand the ethical 
implications of  their “online citizenship” and develop 
some clear frameworks for approaching complex 
ethical situations in digital media.

A SYLLABUS FOR CHANGE
CULTIVATING INTERNET AND SOCIAL MEDIA LITERACY, and
READING AND COMPOSING THE SELF ONLINE
JOANNA CHROMIK Ph.D. Student, Rhetoric and Composition

METHODS AND RATIONALE

This course is broken down into four units, and it is scaffolded in a way that remains accessible to 
undergraduate students. Unit 1 allows students to build a vocabulary around how multimodal texts are 
composed. Unit 2 and 3 explore what it means to have a digital identity and how that identity can factor 
into greater social movements online. The final unit asks students to theorize and analyze online publics. 
This method of breakdown asks students to understand their own positionality--illuminating their 
stakeholder position. The culminating cultural analysis composition project evokes critical thinking and 
analysis skills as students have the opportunity to research a popular hashtag or online social 
movement. 

LAB DAYS

A variety of lab days will accompany the class. These 
labs ask students to learn new strategies for 
composition and analysis that go beyond being a social 
media platform user. Students will learn how to scrape 
comments from Twitter and Reddit (any publicly 
available discussions), how to effectively use a 
TweetDeck, and how to do an analysis of their findings 
for a particular conversation. The class will also have a 
component of a course Twitter where students can 
interact and track stories that might be relevant to class 
discussion (or their own final research projects!). 

IMPLICATIONS FOR THE FUTURE 

This course is meant to not only build internet and social media literacy skills, but to inform students about 
contemporary public and social justice issues. Therefore, I hope that this course will remain adaptable, as 
case studies change to reflect current events. In the future, I am hoping to expand this into a two part 
course, where students are asked to not only explore the power of online social movements, but actually 
be involved in community writing on the ground--perhaps tracking the impact of their own activism in 
Bloomington. Furthermore, a second part to this course would evolve the final project to include a script 
writing and video composition component, rather than solely exploring video editing in lab sessions. 

CASE STUDIES

These case studies feature different approaches of individuals (or groups led by 
highly visible public figures) to “construct” a digital self. The cases carry 
throughout the course, and show how individuals can harness the power of an 
online collective in service of a greater cause. Each case study asks students: how 
is identity is intersectional and it might it be challenged or cultivated by internet 
culture? what invisible forces shape our online interactions and allow for change? 

#freeCECE

#Clemency4Cyntoia
#yellowvests

#free21Savage

#MeToo

#SayHerName


