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Abstract 

Because of the efforts of Mabel, the oldest child, the five Gardner 

children maintained a sense of family after the New England Home for Little 

Wanderers in Boston sent them on an orphan train to Warsaw, Indiana, in 1891. 

The New England Home and other eastern agencies benevolently rescued children 

and sent them west to be raised in small towns and on farms. The Gardners' 

experience tested the orphan train generalizations that the system informally 

placed children as cheap farm workers and broke all of their family bonds. 

The conflicts between the Protestant establishment and the Irish Catholics in 

the late nineteenth century intensified the problems of the Gardner family 

when the father died. Oral tradition together with the manuscript census 

returns, city directories, birth marriage and death records, tax assessments 

and newspaper articles were combined to document the Gardners' lives. Harsh 

living conditions for the poor in large cities and mass European immigration 

brought about large numbers of the destitute and abandoned children who needed 

urgent help, help which separated them from their families. The Gardner 

children were treated as family members in their adoptive homes while Mabel 

always kept their original family heritage alive for them. 
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WHERE HAVE THE CHILDREN GONE? 

A Family Account 

Of An 

Orphan Train Experience 

The family storyteller weaves the tale of our ancestors, 

nurturing an appreciation for how the family endured and evolved. 

The tale creates a sense of family and a desire to pass on the 

living tradition to the next generation. In oral history, 

forgotten details of names and places occur. Some ancestors appear 

and disappear with no explanation from where they came or what 

became of them. These riddles add to the mystique of the past. 

At family gatherings, Great-Aunt Mabel told a fascinating 

tale, to explain why Walter had been a Gardner from Boston, and how 

he became a Johnston from Warsaw, Indiana. Through the years, her 

niece retold it to her own nephews and nieces. Each aunt instilled 

an appreciation for Walter's perseverance and a sense of pride in 

being an original Johnston. 
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Four-year-old Walter Joseph Gardner 

Soon after his arrival in Warsaw, Indiana. 
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The tale began with Great-Grandpa Albert and his wife, Marie. 

He, a Scottish Presbyterian, and she, an Irish Catholic, married 

in spite of his family's strong opposition. After Albert's 

marriage, the Gardner's, a prominent Boston family, ostracized him. 

They were ashamed that Albert had married an Irish girl, a 

catholic. 

Albert and Marie eventually had seven children. The oldest 

two were boys, their names forgotten. The others were twin girls, 

Mabel and Mamie; then sons Frederick, William and Walter Joseph, 

the youngest. 

One day, Albert laid on the floor with three-year-old Walter, 

playing and tossing him in the air. Suddenly, he had a heart 

attack and died with Walter sitting on his chest. Because Albert's 

family, with all their wealth, held on to their anger and refused 

to help, Marie had to raise seven children alone. To the Gardners, 

Albert's death was a sign that God had sent His judgement on their 

mixed marriage. Marie and the children found themselves destitute. 

What happened to Marie and the oldest two children, no one knew. 

Presumably, she and the two boys worked and provided for 

themselves. Robert Gardner, Albert's brother, took the five 

youngest chi 1dren to The Boston Home for Litt 1 e Wanderers. The 

memory handed down in the f ami 1 y shows Wa 1ter standing at the 

Home's door, waiting and watching for someone to rescue him. No 

one did. 

The Boston Home gathered the little ones onto an orphan train 

bound for Warsaw, Indiana. There, at a Sunday church service, the 



4 

First Baptist Church placed them with families. The children stood 

on the church stage wh i 1 e the townspeop 1e, wanting cheap farm 

hands, 1ooked them over. The farmers, with wood to be chopped, 

water hauled and animals fed, were unconcerned about little ones 

who needed to be dressed, bathed and kissed good night. Four-year-

o 1 d Wa 1ter stood and watched as the others were pi eked. He was 

sure no one was going to take him. Then a young woman, using a 

cane to walk, took his hand and asked if he would like to go home 

with her. He nodded his head and fo 11 owed Andrew and Martha 

Johnston home. 

His new mother prepared lunch and watched Walter quietly eat. 

When he finished eating she asked if he would like another glass 

of milk. The little boy was so overwhelmed, he cried. Walter 

could not remember ever having as much milk as he wanted. 

Walter's brothers and sisters were placed with other 

townspeople. Mamie died from a ruptured appendix soon after she 

arrived. Mabel at ten years of age became the family matriarch, 

as she wrote down the names of the three different families who 

took her little brothers. None were adopted because the families 

were fearful the children might grow up to disgrace the families' 

names. Only Walter legally changed his name to honor the people 

who raised him, but not until the year he married. 

Through Mabe 1 Gardner, they grew up knowing each other as 

brothers and sister. The family ties and the Boston events were 
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handed down like heirlooms, along with the attitude that it was 

the wealthy Gardner's prejudice which caused their family tragedy. 1 

The family legend inspired a desire to know what happened to 

each child in Warsaw, to have details about the Bostonian Gardners 

and a strong interest to learn what happened to Marie and the two 

older children. The quest began, nearly 100 years 1ater, as 

another train led back to Boston to discover Albert and Marie, and 

their life together. 

* * * * * * * * * * * 

Albert J. Gardner, the youngest son of John and Mary Gardner, 

was born on June 9, 1850, in Providence, Rhode Island. 2 John and 

Mary came to America from Glasgow, Scotland, by 1846. 3 They had 

heard that life was better in America with plenty of work for 

everyone. 

In the 1840's, the United States greatly expanded from the 

industrial revolution. The cities grew so rapidly that government 

''Mrs. Mabel (Johnston) Fields, my husband's aunt and Mabel Gardner's name-
sake, told this story one summer afternoon during a family gathering after we 
married. 

2Massachusetts Vital Records, v. 384, p. 358 - Death, Boston, 1887, No. 
8858. Received this information from the New England Historic Genealogical
Society with the facts that Albert was born in Providence and his parents, John 
and Mary, were born in Scotland. 

3This was determined by the 1850 (July 23) Rhode Island Census, Providence 
County, fifth ward, p. 306 - 307, which stated Robert was born in Rhode Island 
in 1846. Swan Point Cemetery records indicated that John and Mary were born in 
Glasgow, Scotland. 



6 

leaders found it frightening. From 1820 to 1860, the urban 

population increased tenfold while the nation's total only 

tripled. 4 The industrial age created attractive jobs for skilled 

laborers. It also brought unskilled laborers and created slums 

filled with the poor. 

European immigration to the United States, in the 1840's and 

the 1850's, increased as a result of events in Europe. In 1837, 

Glasgow had a three-month cotton workers' strike that was broken 

by non-union Irish workers, which caused industrial turmoil and fed 

the Scotti sh anger at the Irish. 5 Linen workers in Dundee, 

Scotland, who also had a major unsuccessful strike in 1842, flocked 

to America in search of work. 6 The Irish, in the midst of the 

1840's potato famine, left their island in hope of never being 

hungry again. Between 1847 and 1850, somewhere between one million 

and one and a half million Irish people died and an equal number 

emigrated to other countries. 7 

During the famine, the majority of the Irish immigrants were 

poor, unsk i 11 ed, and wi 11 i ng to take any job for any wage to 

provide the i r basic needs. The Scotti sh and Eng 1 i sh came, not 

seeking basic survival, but their fortunes. They we r e generally 

4Thomas Bender, Toward An Urban Vision. Ideas and Institutions in 
Nineteenth-Century America (Lexington, KY: 1975), p. 8. 

Sydney and Olive Checkland, Industry and Ethos. Scotland 1832-1914 (London; 
Edward Arnold Publishers, 1984), p. 87. 

6Ibid. 

Andrew M. Greeley, That Most Distressful Nation, The Taming of the Irish 
Catholic (Chicago: Quadrangle Books, 1972), p. 34. 
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better educated, ski 11 ed 1aborers if not profess i ona 1s; John 

Gardner belonged to that group. He came as a tailor, to 

Providence, a bustling seaport and industrial city like Glasgow. 8 

Providence had enough Scots for them to have a Scotch Presbyterian 

church, the official church of Scotland until 1843. 9 John also 

found that he and other Scottish and English men were readily 

assimilated into the middle class. 

As a rapidly growing city of 41,512 in 1850, Providence 

offered the job opportunity and lifestyle John and Mary Gardner 

sought. 10 Soon after they arrived, John and Mary had three sons: 

Robert (b. 1846), John Jr. (b. 1848), and Albert J. (b. 1850). 11 

Later, through their middle-class values of thrift and hard work, 

they purchased their own tailor shop and built a large home on a 

sizable piece of property. 12 They hired Anna Coleman, a domestic 

servant from I re 1and, to assist Mary with the housework. 13 On 

8The 1850 Rhode Island Census listed John Gardner's occupation as a tailor. 

9checkland p. 120. 

10The Reverend Frederick Denison, A.M., The Past and the Present, 
Narragansett Sea And Shore (Providence: Reid, Printers, Publishers and 
Engravers, 1879), p. 38. 

11The 1850 Rhode Island Census provided the ages of the Gardners: John was 
28, Mary was 25, Robert was 4, John Jr. was 2, and Albert was 1/12. Mary
Patterson, age 23 from Scotland, was also in the home and listed as John's 
sister. 

12The 1870 (June 20) Rhode Island Census, Providence County, seventh ward, 
verified that John Gardner had his own merchant tailor shop and the value of his 
real estate was $8,000 and his personal estate was worth $2,000. 

13 The 1870 Rhode Island Census showed Anna Coleman, a 30 year old domestic 
servant from Ireland, living in their home. Mary Gardner is listed as a 
housekeeper. 
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sundays, the fami 1 y went to the Scotch Presbyterian Church. 14 

ouring the week, their daughter, Isabella (b. 1855), went to 

school, while their sons worked in their father's shop and learned 

to be tailors. 15 Life was fulfilling all the dreams that had 

brought John and Mary Gardner to America. 

John and Mary Gardner also brought a history of conflicts 

between the Scottish and Irish. The Scottish strikes broken by the 

Irish, and the religious protests from the Irish Catholics built 

up the Gardners' prejudice against the Irish. The Catholics, given 

freedom in Great Britain through the Emancipation Act of 1829, did 

not have any political power in Scotland until the 1829 Reform 

Act. 16 Many Scots opposed giving c iv i l rights to the Catho1 i cs, 

making re 1 i g ion and po 1 it i cs a combined issue. For the Irish, 

religion was at the heart of all hostilities from bloodshed in 

Belfast, to verbal warfare in Boston. 17 These nationalist views 

created riots in Boston in 1837, and still contribute to dissension 

between the Irish Catholics and Anglo-Saxon Protestants today. 18 

14Family Account. 

15The 1870 Rhode Island Census listed Robert as a tailor, John Jr. as a 
cutter, and Albert as the clerk in the tailor shop. Isabella G. is shown as 15 
and in school. 

16 Checkland, pp. 125-126. 

17 Donna Merwick, Boston Priest 1848-1910; A Studv of Social and Intellectual 
Change (Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1973), p. 76. 

18Donna Merwick, Boston Priest 1848-1910; A Study of Social and Intellectual 
Change (Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1973), p. 76. 
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The Irish immigrants to America took the lowest paying jobs 

and crowded into the cheapest, dirtiest housing. The Irish were 

the largest ethnic group found in poorhouses in the nineteenth 

century. 19 They had a strong reputation for drinking, reinforced 

by the fact that compared to other ethnic groups they had the 

highest percentage of intemperance and for having three or more 

drinks at a sitting. 20 The jobs the new Irish immigrants acquired 

and the 1 i festyl e many 1ed, served to reinforce John and Mary 

Gardner's ingrained prejudice. 

John and Mary Gardner, like many Scots, did not see the Irish 

as their equa 1. Their Irish servant could clean their home and 

cook their food, but never be accepted as a member of the family . 

For their domestic servant, as for many Irish people, her position 

was a way to work slowly into the American middle class. While 

Scottish immigrant John Gardner readily reached the middle class, 

the majority of the Irish immigrants took a generation or two to 

reach that status. The lengthy process was created by the American 

middle-class' deep hatred and contempt for the Irish. 

The Irish were frequently objects of scorn and ridicule. 

Throughout the famine, cartoons of the Irish depicted them begging 

for money under the pretense of buying food when really buying 

weapons. 21 The Irish image then was not a cute leprechaun with a 

19Michael B. Katz, Poverty and Policy in American History (New York: 
Academic Press, 1983) , p. 124. 

'O" Greeley, p. 134. 
21 Greeley, p. 36. 
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shamrock, but a gorilla with a jug of liquor in one hand and a club 

in the other. 22 Not only were they seen as dirty, disease ridden, 

and incapable of anything but menial labor, they were Catholic with 

allegiance to the papal crown rather than to the American flag. 

Albert Gardner knew these things. He had been raised in John and 

Mary's home and heard their strong views. Yet, at some point, he 

met Alice Carroll, an Irish Catholic from Newport, Rhode Island, 

and fell in love. 23 

Albert Gardner knew there would be bitter opposition from his 

family, but he was determined to marry her. She also realized, 

from the Irish Catholic history of Scottish persecution, that few 

of her family members would approve of their marriage. Neighbors 

would find them unacceptable. Family would disown them. As late 

as 1865, Boston blacks intermarried with whites more frequently 

than Irish Catholics married Yankee Protestants, and it was felt 

that only lower-class whites married blacks. 24 Despite that 

knowledge, Albert and Alice married, probably between 1871 and 

1876. 25 Albert was immediately ostracized by his father. 

22 Greeley, p. 119. 

23 The birth index for Mabel Gardner at Boston Public Library, No. 1645 gave 
the father as Albert, born in Providence, Rhode Island, and the mother as Alice, 
born in Newport, Rhode Island. William H. Gardner's (their son) death 
certificate #6052, Marion County, Indiana, listed his mother as Alice Carroll. 

24Holloran, p. 147. 

25These are estimated years as Albert was 21 in 1871 and two children were 
to have been born prior to the twin's birth in 1881, making 1876 a possible cut-
off-date. No marriage license was recorded in Boston, Boston-out-of-Town, or 
Providence's marriage indexes. A letter has been sent to Newport to their 
genealogy department requesting a search. 
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Albert Gardner, age 21. 

Taken in Providence, Rhode Island. 

Soon Albert and his brother, Robert, decided to move to 

oston, Massachusetts. Robe rt Gardner had exp1 o red Boston in 

1875. 26 Since his wife, Ellen, was from Massachusetts, she may have 

ncouraged Robert to see Boston as offering his fortune, as 

rovidence had to his father and that it was time to return. 27 

ith Boston leading the nation in ready-made clothes, he was easily 

onvinced that it was the perfect city for two young tailors with 

26The 1880 Massachusetts Census, South Boston, Precinct 4, Ward 15, gave the 
irthplaces of Robert Gardner's children. His ten-year-old son, John, was born 
·~Rhode Island; his five-year-old daughter, Isabella, was born in Massachusetts; 
is two-year-old daughter, Flora, was born in Rhode Island. 

21The 1880 Massachusetts Census listed Ellen A. as Robert's wife and 
rovided the information that she and her parents were born in Massachusetts. 
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. 1 . 28fam1 ies. 

Boston in the 1870's was a melting pot for America. 

Immigrants arrived da i 1 y. Businesses moved to Boston to take 

advantage of the 1arge supp 1y of cheap 1abor. The upper-cl ass 

Yankees retreated to the suburbs and left the cheap housing of the 

North, South, and West ends of Boston to the immigrants. 29 

In 1880, Robert and Ellen Gardner, with their three children 

and his brother, Albert, moved to Boston to live at 1726 Dorchester 

Avenue, South Boston. 30 Dorchester was a main artery on a street 

car line and allowed easy access to their jobs as cutters. In a 

few months, Robert and A 1 bert moved to separate househo 1ds but 

still worked together at Robert's address at 125 Warren, Roxbury. 31 

It may have been that Robert was renting an apartment over the 

tailor shop. Where Alice Gardner was at this time is unknown. 

Perhaps Albert needed to get their own place set up before she 

could join him since Alice was pregnant with twins. 

Al ice Gardner did move to Boston before February 27, 1881, 

when the twins, Mabel and Mary (nicknamed Mamie), were born. 32 

28sam B. Warner, Jr., Streetcar Suburbs, The Process of Growth in Boston. 
1870-1900 (Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1978), p. 6. 

29 Ibid. 

30The 1880 Massachusetts Census, South Boston, Precinct 4, Ward 15, listed 
Albert, age 28, in Robert's household and employed as a tailor. Neither Robert 
nor Albert are listed in the 1879 Boston City Directory. 

31 The 1880 Boston City Directory. 

32 Birth records Nos. 1645 and 1646, Mabel and Mary Gardner, Boston,
Massachusetts. 
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Albert's little family now lived at 546 Dorchester Avenue, South 

Boston. 33 Tailoring had its seasonal layoffs and businesses often 

closed, which caused Albert and Alice Gardner to move frequently. 

Each time, they rented a two or three story wood-frame house in the 

densely populated working class settlement of South Boston. The 

houses, sometimes divided into two or three apartments, were on 

very small lots and within walking distance of Albert's jobs. 34 

Albert could have used a horse-drawn street car for 10 to 16 cents 

a day but walking was free. 35 

Life in Boston was difficult for working-class people. One-

third either did not have jobs or did not have consistent jobs that 

paid well. 36 To get ahead, the father of a family had to work 48 

to 55 hours a week. 37 Cutters usually belonged to the lower-middle 

class, a class that comprised 20 to 30 percent of the Boston 

population.38 Robert and A 1 bert Gardner found that the better 

paying jobs for tailors were in the busiest places that required 

more hours. Albert tired easily, unable to work long hours at the 

better paying places to make extra money. When overly tired, he 

33Ibid. 

34The 1885 tax assessment for Albert Gardner listed another family at the 
same address as Albert. The tax assessment for 1887 gave three different 
families at 1 Cottage Street and that it was owned by Catherine Sullivan. 

3=warner, p. 56. 

36warner, p. 10. 

37 8Warner, p. . 

38warner, p. 56. 

http:population.38
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would become weak and faint. Albert Gardner had a heart murmur. 39 

Albert Gardner worked wherever he could find a job. He and 

Alice continued to move and have more children. In 1882, on 

September 3, a son named Frederick was born in a house at 8 Glover 

Street. 40 Another move, in 1884, p 1 aced A 1 bert and A 1 ice at 43 

Ellery Street where William Henry was born on July 11. 41 A son, 

Walter Joseph, was added to the family on September 9, 1886, in a 

house at 1 Cottage Street. 42 Their moving and Albert's constant 

job changes were consistent with the life of a working-class 

family. Quite a different path from the one John and Mary Gardner 

pictured for their baby boy. 

Boston's total population in the late nineteenth-century was 

30 to 40 percent Irish-born. 43 In this one city where the Irish 

cou 1 d re 1 y upon sheer strength of numbers a 1 one, A 1 ice did not 

stand out. 44 The children, as part Irish, found greater acceptance, 

especially with their Irish neighbors in South Boston. The Boston 

Irish, working their way up the social scale, were beginning to 

deve 1 op group consciousness and se 1f- respect among themse 1ves; 

39Death record no. 8858 indicated Albert died from mitral valve failure, a 
condition which is commonly known as a heart murmur. 

~OB.irth record no. 1981. 

41B·irth record no. 2640. 

42B.irth record no. 2539. 

4·w' arner, p. 6. 

·44 w·11·1 iam V. Shannon, The American · Irish ( New York: Macmillan Co., 1963), 
p. 183. 
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certainly desirable attributes for Albert and Alice Gardner's 

children. 

No evidence has been found to show whether Albert and Alice 

Gardner were married in the Catholic church or whether their 

children were baptized as Catho1 i cs. It is possible they were 

married by a Justice of the Peace and were not members of any 

church. Unless Alice had family in Boston, for which no evidence 

has been found, her only support was Albert. For a working-class 

woman of the 1880's, with several small children, she was in 

extremely vulnerable situation. 

One week before Thanksgiving on November 17, 1887, tragedy 

struck. Thirty-seven-year-old Albert came home at 8:40 a.m. and 

dropped dead from heart disease. 45 Through the years six-year-old 

Mabel came to remember that her father died while playing with 

Walter. The few lines of his obituary in the Boston Daily Globe, 

stated that Albert Gardner left behind a wife and six children. 46 

The family tradition indicated there were seven children, but only 

five can be proven. 47 

45neath record no. 8858. 

46 "South Boston," Boston Daily Globe, extra evening, Thursday, 17 November 
1887. 

47The older one or two children's birth records have not been found as 
births are not listed by the parents' names. Alice Gardner and the children have 
not been found in the 1880 census. The 1890 census does not exist, and by the 
1900 census the family was separated. 
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Jacob B. Cole, an undertaker, lived nearby at 216 Silver 

street and gave the information on Albert for the vital records. 48 

someone notified Albert's parents, and his father purchased a plot 

for Albert at the Cedar Grove Cemetery, in Dorchester, near Robert 

Gardner's home. The purchase of just one plot was arranged through 

the undertaker, Jacob B. Cole. 49 

Albert Gardner died without property, a will, or savings. 50 

His income was either too low to save any money, or Albert rejected 

his parent's middle-class value of thrift. He probably did not 

have life insurance as a heart murmur could be detected, and that 

would have caused Albert to be rejected for coverage, even if he 

had the money for insurance. Modern assistance, such as Social 

Security, food stamps, and Aid for Dependent Children, did not 

exist. Albert's father, John Gardner, did not help Alice or his 

grandchildren, and his brother, Robert, working hard to acquire a 

middle-class lifestyle, had to provide for his own five children 

and could not support a widow with six or seven children. The 

Massachusetts charity system was all that was available for Alice 

Gardner. 

Alice looked at the choices. There was an almshouse in South 

Boston. Alice knew about the large stone building. It had been 

48 Death record no. 8858 gave J.B. Cole as the informant, and the 1880 census 
gave Jacob B. Cole's address and his occupation as an undertaker. 

49Cedar Grove Cemetery records provided that John Gardner, Albert's father, 
purchased one plot for Albert two days after he died. 

50There are no probate records of a will listed with the county. The 1887 
tax assessment gave that Albert Gardner had $2 and was a renter. 
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built, in 1822, to replace the one the city had outgrown. 51 The 

neighbors told stories of the days when the old and young, sick, 

healthy and mentally ill were all housed together. The adults and 

children were now separated, but she would be able to go there with 

fourteen-month-old Walter until he turned four years old. 52 

There were separate facilities for the other children. In 

1866, Massachusetts decided that the Monson Asylum would only be 

for children, 53 and in 1867 it created a foundling hospital to 

become the first state to have such facilities. 54 Controlled by the 

almshouse authorities, after 1875 Deer Island provided care for 

south Boston children like Mabel, Mamie, Freddie and Willie 

Gardner. 55 

The separation of families in asylums came from the state 

officials' belief that idle adults were a bad influence on 

children. As the directors of the workhouse stated: 

"Experience has shown that children brought up and indentured 
from almshouses often feel toward it a filial regard, and 
having been accustomed to see grown people supported there for 
no other reason than that they are addicted to idleness and 
intemperance again resort to it themselves rather than 
encounter the common difficulties of life." 56 

51Homer Folks, Poverty U.S.A., The Historical Record; Care of Destitute, 
Neglected and Delinquent Children (New York: Arno Press, 1971), p. 21. 

52Anna Garlin Spencer and Charles Wesley Birtwell, The Care of Dependent,
Neglected and Wayward Children (Baltimore: John Hopkins Press, 1894), p. 134. 

3Folks, p. 24. 

54Folks, p. 41 . 
r
;;Folks, p. 23. 
r5) Folks, p. 22. 
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The almshouse and Deer Island may have temporarily housed Alice and 

her children. 

By 1875, Massachusetts had a means of supervising the state 

charges placed in temporary homes, but that law required Alice to 

contribute to the children's support, an impossibility on a woman's 

working-class earnings. 57 In the 1880's, Catholics held the 

majority of the unskilled blue-collar jobs, so as an Irish Catholic 

and as a woman, Alice Gardner was destined for the lowest paying 

job. 58 Alice also had to face that to keep her children would mean 

she could not work, because there were no day care facilities for 

children, or any family in the area willing to watch the children. 

Another alternative for the Gardner children was the Boston 

Children's Aid Society which began in 1863 under the direction of 

Rufus R. Cook, a former chaplain of the Suffolk County jail. 59 

Boston ladies had visited the jails and were shocked at the sight 

of young children living in cells. 60 Rufus Cook, hired as their 

visiting agent, sought out the homeless children, and became an 

early day probation officer dramatically decreasing the number of 

boys who had repeat appearances in court. After a court 

5'Folks' p. 25. 

58stephen Thurnstrom, The Other Bostonians; Poverty and Progress in the 
American Metropolis, 1880 1970 (Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1973), p.
150. 

59Henry W. Thurston, The Dependent Child, A Study of Changing Aims and 
Methods in the Care of Dependent Children (New York: Columbia University Press,
1930), p. 170. 

60ibid. 



19 

appearance, he had the boys report to him one time a week for six 

months, and if home 1 ess, she 1tered them at Pine Farm in West 

Newton. 61 Pine Farm was in existence from 1863 to 1895, and there 

boys, 11 to 14 years old, learned farm work, religious practices 

and common school lessons before being placed on a New England 

farm. 62 Boys became wards of Pine Farm by their parents' signed 

consent or by a court order and stayed about one year. 63 Perhaps 

Alice Gardner's oldest one or two sons went there. 

In 1886, the Boston Children's Aid Society formed two 

additional country homes. 64 The boys from the three farm schools 

either went home or to another family's home, to board in or 

receive wages. Girls in the Society's care went directly into 

homes. By October 1, 1891, 255 children were under the Society's 

care, 60 in the three farm schools, 168 in their own homes, and 27 

in institutions. 65 The Society had legal custody for its wards 

until they were 21 years old, though few actually stayed under the 

Society's jurisdiction that long. It also had the ability to 

arrange adoptions through the probate courts. 66 

6lThurston, p. 172. 

62 Folks, p. 104. 

63Holloran, p. 51. 

64 Folks, p. 105. 

65 Ibid. 

66Holloran, p. 51. 
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For children in their parents' home, the Society provided home 

libraries. The libraries originated from Charles Wesley Birtwell's 

view that "among other things children ought to have the benefit 

of good readings and become lovers of good books. "67 A child in a 

neighborhood would have a book case with 15 books, mostly classics, 

and several periodicals, to be loaned out to their reading club of 

ten children. The books stayed in one location for three months 

and then rotated with the other reading groups. 68 

The Boston Children's Aid Society was the first agency to 

investigate homes and the peop 1 e who app 1 i ed to take chi 1 d ren. 69 

Charles Wesley Birtwell, a conservative Methodist, had chosen 

social work over becoming a minister and in 1887 became the general 

secretary for the Children's Aid Society. 70 Birtwell developed a 

modern welfare system with several solutions: free temporary 

placements; placements where older children worked in return for 

room and board; homes where the mother could bring a young child 

with her and work as a housekeeper; and homes for children to be 

boarded at a moderate price. He even set up homes for placement 

on an emergency short-term basis. 71 Through Birtwell, the practice 

became to fit the solution to the child and to treat the child as 

61Holloran, p. 144. 

68spencer and Birtwell, p. 144. 

69Folks, p. 105. 

0Holloran, p. 56. 
,. 

Thurston, pp. 187-188. 
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an individual. 

Birtwell and the middle-class society began to struggle with 

the differences between institutional care and home settings for 

children. Reformers sought answers beyond charity, and began to 

rethink the phi 1osophy of charity. As a result, two levels of 

philanthropy were defined: first, the effort to put right what 

social conditions had put wrong; second, and more important, to put 

right the social conditions themselves. 72 

American society began to define children as the innocent 

victims and turned its charity around. Institutional care for 

chi 1 d ren came to be regarded as deficient, and home care was 

labeled superior by reformers such as Charles Loring Brace of the 

New York Children's Aid Society and the Reverend George Merrill 

from the Boston Children's Mission. A result of society 

recognizing children as the innocent victims, needing instant, 

expedient relief was that mothers were labeled as the creators of 

the problem. 73 

Drunkenness of mothers created much of the work for the 

Massachusetts Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children, 

according to Frank Fay, its general secretary. 74 Children deprived 

of a mother's care created much of the work for the New England 

72William J. Tucker, "The Work of the Andover House in Boston," Scribners' 
Magazine (Vol. 13, 1893), p. 357. 

'3·Tucker, p. 359. 
'41 Spencer and Birtwell, p. 132. 
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Home for Little Wanderers. 75 No one mentioned where the fathers' 

responsibility lay even though society's power was completely in 

the hands of the white Anglo-Saxon Protestant males. Society, and 

1ike1 y the Gardners, saw A 1 ice as a person who was poor "from a 

lack of the moral fiber that hard working respectable citizens 

had." 76 Middle-class opinion usually blamed adults for living in 

poverty, because of the myth that America provided livable wages 

to all who worked. 

The adults living in poverty had created slum areas of filth 

and crime, frightening citizens that Boston and other large 

American cities were becoming like Europe's. Early in the 

nineteenth century, Thomas Jefferson had formed a political 

phi 1osophy that "mobs of great cities add just so much to the 

support of pure government, as sores do to the strength of the 

human body. "77 The peop1 e who shared that view feared that if 

cities controlled America then "political morality would decline 

and the republican experiment would be doomed." 78 

Boston had a large number of vagrant children who slept in 

alleys, boxes and on steam grates, many who were children of 

immigrants. When immigrant parents abandoned a child, through 

death or neg 1ect, the chi 1d's extended fami 1 y was usua 11 y not 

'Hon. J. Warren Merrill, "Sixteenth Annual Report," Home for Little 
Wanderers (Boston: 1881), p. 28. 

'61 Katz, p. 239. 

77 Bender, Urban Vision, p. 4. 

78 Bender, Urban Vision,p. 6. 
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available to fill the void. The children then ended up in rags, 

lived on the streets and stole from shops or begged from door to 

door for food. Boys, 10 or 12 years old, sold newspapers or shined 

shoes on city corners to earn money and then huddled together at 

night to sleep in secluded doorways. The Catholics, in 1883, began 

to provide shelter for a small room and board fee at the Working-

Boys' Home and the Working-Girls' Home to keep children from 

sleeping on Boston's city streets. 79 

In the mid-nineteenth century, there was a general realization 

that large cities were here to stay, and their poor and slum areas 

had to be dealt with for America to survive. Ministers stopped 

preaching to church members to avoid the evils of the cities and 

began to proclaim the need to go to the cities and preach God ' s 

love. These sermons frequently advised that the poor be encouraged 

to move out of the cities to the more wholesome countryside. In 

the Congregational Church Robert Gardner probably heard many of 

these sermons. 

As an agricultural nation, America for the Gardner and Carroll 

immigrants was the promise land. The farmer and small towns in 

wide open spaces were lauded as the answer to the disease and vice 

the immigrants had left behind in the Old World. The simple rural 

life in America was revered as the superior means for them to raise 

healthy and wholesome children into hardworking, good citizens. 

Country Week, founded in Boston, in 1875, was an effort to 

A . 79A.A. McGinley, "Catholic Life of Boston," Catholic World (Vol. LXVII,
pril 1898), p. 26. 
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dea1 with cities through the constructive use of the country. 80 The 

agency took children for a week or more to the country hoping to 

cure the nervous exhaustion created by city life. Cities, seen as 

dark, evil and filled with filthy air, were no contest for the 

propaganda on country life with its fresh air, bright sunlight and 

wholesome atmosphere. Churches sponsored these trips, also known 

as Fresh Air Charity, through the state's Charity Organization 

Societies. 81 

Another development from the philosophy that the country was 

a cure for city vice was the orphan train. The orphan train system 

deve 1oped under the auspices of the Chi l d ren' s Mission to the 

Children of the Destitute in Boston. 82 In 1849, the Reverend George 

Merrill, a Unitarian minister, inspired Sunday School children to 

send in their pennies to support a street missionary and a 

temporary home for orphans. Merrill's daughter, after seeing some 

ragged children in the streets of South Boston, pleaded for her 

father to help them. Merrill, with these pennies, rescued street 

children from the dangerous classes and at the same time taught the 

middle-class children philanthropy. 

Joseph Barry, their first street minister, literally searched 

for these ragged, homeless children in alleys and jails. 83 

80Walter Ufford, Fresh Air Charity in the United States (New York: Bonnell,
Silver and Co., 1987), p. 17. 

81 Ibid. 

2'"Holloran, p. 42. 
~Holloran, p. 43. 

http:jails.83


25 

Motivated by the firm belief that slums were no place for children, 

but also believing that the formal arrangement of homes took too 

much time, the Children's Mission sent out the first orphan train 

in 1850.a4 It went to New Hampshire and Vermont and placed 30 

children in foster homes. 85 

The Mission was the first to arrange for the special trains 

to stop at cities along their route. Local Unitarian and 

congregational Church members assisted in placing the children out 

as informal indentured servants, apprentices, or in some cases as 

adopted children. The Mission's temporary home provided the 

orphans a place to stay until enough were gathered to go to the 

country. 

The Mission's justification for the orphan trains was simple: 

"Boston is not large enough. It is overloaded, and, if not 
relieved, will sink under its own weight. The city is 
dangerous and alarmingly overcome with a surplus of a 
mildewing population. There is a large number of people with 
nothing to do. Nobody is at fault. Work cannot be found for 
them. But they must be relieved. Their children must be 
saved; and they cannot save themse 1ves. "86 

By 1859 more than 1 ,300 children had left Boston via the Mission's 

orphan trains. 87 Until the Children's Mission discontinued this 

practice in 1897, countless children were placed out from the two 

HHolloran, p. 44. 

85 Ibid. 

8iHolloran, p. 45. 

87 Ibid. 
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or three trains that 1eft each year. 88 Trains transported the 

children because they were an efficient means of moving people a 

1ong di stance, and a 1 so because Boston Unitarian gent1 emen who 

owned stock in Midwestern railroads provided reduced rates for 
. . 89orphan train excursions. 

John Earl Williams, a past president of the Children's Mission 

in Boston, moved to New York and began working for its Children's 

Aid Society. 90 In 1853, its general secretary, Charles Loring 

Brace, a Congregational minister, and his assistant John Williams 

a 1 so began to use the orphan train system. 91 The New York 

Children's Aid Society under Brace between 1853 and 1890 moved 

92,292 children from New York to homes and farms in the Midwest and 

West. 92 Horatio Alger, Jr. was a main factor in helping Brace 

attract such large numbers of children to the society. 

Horatio Alger, Jr., wrote a series called "Ragged Dick" in 

which he described the life of abandoned street children and 

praised the efforts of the Children's Aid Society to improve their 

88Holloran, p. 44. Holloran indicated no records remain from the Children's 
Mission to give any exact numbers. 

so'Holloran, p. 47. 
~Holloran, p. 44. 

91 Charles Loring Brace, The Dangerous Classes of New York and Twenty Years' 
Work Among Them (New York: Wynkoop and Hallenbeck Publishers, 1880), pp. 84-86. 

92Miriam Z. Langsam, Children West (Ann Arbor, Michigan: Cushing-Malloy,
Inc., 1964), p. 27. 
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situation. 93 In his "Tattered Tom" series, Alger brought to public 

awareness the experience of children going west on the orphan 

trains. 94 He based these books upon his experiences with the New 

York charities, and made the orphan train a frequent symbol of his 

rags to riches theme. Alger's books and the 1arge number of 

children moved out caused the New York Children's Aid Society to 

be the best known agency in the orphan train movement. 

The notoriety of the New York Children's Aid Society brought 

criticism of orphan trains everywhere. The informal indentured 

service which had once been its beauty became equated with slavery 

by critics who charged that little if any supervision was prov i ded 

to keep the chi 1dren from being overworked. There were a 1 so 

complaints that Catholic children were placed in Protestant homes 

because Catholic homes were unacceptable to the Protestant 

agencies. 

Alice did not live in a society with ecumenical and 

philanthropic attitudes, but in an atmosphere of proselytizing and 

competition. For her and her brother-in-law, nationality and 

religion were almost identical, with wars fought in their parents' 

home country over the differences. Boston Protestant agencies 

readily gained permission to visit the jails and courts to rescue 

children, while the Catholics were denied access. When the Irish 

Catholics were granted permission to visit Deer Island it was out 

( ~~ary Scharnhorst with Jack Bales, The Lost Life of Horatio Alger, Jr. 
Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 1985), p. 86. 

4
Scharnhorst with Bales, p. 111. 
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of a desire to prevent violence and to maintain Boston's harmonious 

reputation not from the city council's belief in the Catholic's 

civil rights. 95 

The Boston Methodist, Congregational and Baptist agencies were 

strongly anti-Catholic. How could Alice Gardner approach them for 

help? They prose 1yt i zed Catho 1 i c chi 1 d ren and enticed them to 

Protestant meetings through the offer of food, candy and clothes. 

Priests warned Catholics to watch their children or "they (the 

Protestants) wi 11 get them from you!", 96 and the Protestant street 

missionary was described as prowling the streets for children, like 

"Manchurians of old. "97 

As the Boston Irish moved into the middle class, financial 

support for the Catholic church and its agencies increased. 98 

Founded in 1856, the Home for Destitute Catholic Children became 

equivalent to the Boston Children's Aid Society with its temporary 

home and child-placing focus but enjoyed its Catholic church 

support. 99 The Home for Destitute Catholic Children placed most of 

its charges in Massachusetts, but if Alice had left the Church, she 

may have felt unable to ask for their assistance, or it just was 

not her decision to make. 

r
Holloran, p. 74. 

96 Holloran, p. 46. 

~Holloran, p. 49. 

9•Merwick, p. 106. 

99Holloran, pp. 94-95. 
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For a parent, the Boston Children's Aid Society was 

preferab1e. It was not part of the orphan train movement, and 

Birtwell stressed that a child be separated from a parent only if 

there were grave reasons and evident advantages. The children, if 

removed from their home, were placed in the state. Hope remained 

that someday the chi 1 d ren cou 1 d return to their own fami 1 i es. 

Also, the Boston Society had a reputation for religious tolerance 

as Bi rtwel 1 tried to meet needs not met by the other religious 

based agencies. 100 Its broader social work base gave the agency 

greater freedom to seek solutions to families' problems, but their 

work may have been unfamiliar to Alice. A further possibility is 

that Robert Gardner wou 1 d on 1 y accept Protestant agencies, for 

society in 1887 was not geared to Alice Gardner's needs or wishes 

for her own children. 

Alice Gardner lived in a society that kept her powerless and 

caught between two religious factions. With society viewing 

proper middle-class daughters as sexually suspect", Alice could 

easily be declared an unfit mother. 101 The poor had the degrading 

image of living in immorality and vice, whether it was true or not. 

Alice ' rights for property and political representation came 

through her husband, and with Albert dead, possibly ostracized by 

her own family, Alice Gardner had no one but her brother-in-law, 

Robert, to act in her behalf. She was an Irish Catholic who had 

•nn 
Thurston, p. 183. 

10·
·Holloran, p. 46. 
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found the best way to survive in America was not to create any 

trouble, a woman taught that men made the important decisions and 

controlled her 1ife and the world around her. A 1 ice was the 

subordinate woman society permitted her to be, even as they took 

her children away. 

If A 1 ice Gardner was at the South Boston a 1 mshouse with 

Walter, and her other children were at Deer Island, Robert Gardner 

may have felt, with Walter's approaching fourth birthday, that it 

was time to get the children out of the institutions and into a 

home setting. If Alice was trying to work and keep the children 

at home, Robert may have felt it was time to step in and remove the 

children from their poverty. Fearful of the city's influence on the 

children without their father, he chose a Protestant agency that 

would get them into the wholesome atmosphere of the country, The 

New England Home for Little Wanderers. 102 

Robert Gardner, a Centra1 Congregat i ona1 Church member, had 

known about the New England Home for Little Wanderers and its focus 

for a long time. 103 The children sang at various Congregational 

churches, after which its spokesman described the New Eng 1 and 

Home's work and passed the offering plate. The Little Wanderers' 

Advocate. the Home's quarterly publication, always listed numerous 

donations from Congregational churches. 

'"2Family Account of Mabel Gardner stating her uncle, Robert Gardner, put
them into the orphanage is the only record. 

103111 . . 
M ong Time Dorchester Resident," Boston Evening Transcript, (Thursday, 31

arch 1927), p. 7. 
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The New England Home had been in existence since 1865. 104 The 

Methodists started it in response to Lincoln's call "to care for 

him who shall have borne the battle, and for his widow, and his 

orphan. "105 originally called the Baldwin Place Home, it trained 

and disciplined street children and after six months to one year 

placed them in Christian families via orphan trains. By 1867, nine 

trains had gone from the New England Home to the Midwest. 106 The 

Home primarily used Indiana and Illinois for placing out so the 

trips would only last two days. Its system of two annual trips, 

one in the spring and another in the fall, generally took 25 

children to different cities. 107 

The New England Home for Little Wanderers' charter provided 

that: "it will take any destitute child without regard to race, 

color or parentage. They will feed, clothe and care for its bodily 

wants and cultivate it, in mind and heart." 108 The children came 

from desperate circumstances. They came into the Home "from the 

inheritance of abject poverty, sin and shame, where the demon of 

intemperance blotted out parental feeling, - tender plants among 

thorns,- little sufferers through no fault of their own. Others 

have come from poorhouses. And other still have known no want till 

Little Wanderers'Advocate, Vol, 24 (November 1890), p. 
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the Angel of Death removed their only earthly protector. "109 

The New England Home for Little Wanderers took the Gardner 

children out of their desperate circumstances when Robert Gardner 

took his five 1 i tt le nieces and nephews and p 1 aced them in the 

orphanage. The older children, if sent to the New England Home, 

stayed in Boston. Since the twins were ten when they arrived in 

Indiana, the older ones would possibly have been 12 to 14 years 

old, and the orphan train agencies had found that children over 12 

were not good candidates for placing out. hey ran away, 

especially boys. There was also a Massachusetts ' law that 14-year-

old children could determine their own guardian in civil courts. 110 

His motives to choose the New England Home are unknown, but 

Robert Gardner's religious views are suspect. As a fundamenta 1 

Protestant, he possibly was determined that his nieces and nephews 

would not be raised by an Irish woman that was Catholic. Alice 

Gardner may not have met the Irish stereotypes, but the childrens' 

very souls were at stake. Boston, with its large population of 

Irish Catholics in contrast to its strong Yankee population, was 

easily divided into two factions that drew sides and stayed firmly 

opposed to each other. 111 Robert Gardner would easily have found 

moral support for removing the children from Alice Gardner. 

·~9•\ferr 1·11 , p. 2?- . 
'" Spencer and Birtwell, p. 133. 

" Shannon, p. 183. 
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There are a 1 so the facts that Robert Gardner cou 1 d not 

financially afford to do more than turn the children over to an 

He had worked up into the Dorchester suburb and did notagency . 
move as frequently as Albert. But in 1891, he was still renting, 

working as a tailor in someone else ' shop, and sole supporter of 

his own wife and five children. Robert, just as Alice, did not 

have any real choice. The answers society provided for destitute 

people did not include keeping the family together. With his 

knowledge of its Christian philosophy and the value it placed on 

home life, The New England Home for Little Wanderers was the best 

Robert Gardner could do in good conscience . 

When the children went to the New England Horne is unknown. 112 

Three-and-a-ha1 f years went by between A 1 be rt' s death and their 

trip west. Alice Gardner , in 1890, lived in the rear of 23 Silver 

Street, but it is uncertain whether the children were with her. 113 

What happened to Alice and the older sons after the five younger 

chi 1dren 1eft? No trace of her existence in Boston after 1890 

remains, and no trace of the older children has ever been found. 

"21 Archives from the New England Home for Little Wanderers were not made 
available. 

111 The 1890 Boston City Directory· 
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What is known is that on May 28, 1891, a train from the Boston 

outh station, left for Warsaw, Indiana, carrying the Reverend 

arnum A. Cooper, superintendent of the New England Home, 20 other 

hildren along with the five little Gardners. 114 

The five Gardners 

Mary, Walter, Freddie, Willie and Mabel (L-R). 

Taken at the New England Home for Little Wanderers. 

114 
t For the children to have arrived on May 30 they would have had to leave 

os on on May 28. "Homes Wanted for Orphan Children," Warsaw Daily Times, 
~~saw, Indiana, 27 May 1891, stated the children would arrive in Warsaw on May 
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The Gardner children had never been on a train or beyond the 

streets of South Boston. The closed-in streets and densely packed 

houses gave way to large houses separated by big lawns. A little 

farther and the countryside opened to expansive farmland, as the 

train wound through Massachusetts, New York, a small part of 

Pennsylvania, Ohio and into Indiana. 

The Gardners put on their brand new set of clothes made by the 

ladies' church auxiliaries and carried their basket lunches to the 

train. Mabel and Mamie carefully watched their little brothers as 

each knew, if they misbehaved on the trip they would be sent back 

to the Boston Home. At the Home, they had studied the Bible daily, 

listened to prayers two times a day, attended the Sunday church 

services and the Wednesday night prayer meeting. To 1earn the 

hvmns they would sing in Warsaw, the Gardner children had choir 

practice every morning, except Mondays and Saturdays, for one 

hour. 115 They were as we 11 prepared as the Home could make them for 

placing out. 

A few days earlier, the Reverend A.S. Kimball, the visiting 

agent, had gone to Warsaw to arrange for the 25 boys and girls to 

find homes in Kosciusko County. A notice was pub 1 i shed in the 

Warsaw Daily Times on May 27, 1891, to notify the town about the 

children's expected arrival. The town was advised that the 

children were a desirable selection and born in New England. If 

People wanted a nice child for their family they were invited to 

"Merrill, pp. 26-2,. 
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the First Methodist Episcopal Church of Warsaw on June 1 where the 

children could be seen. 116 

Warsaw, in keeping with the orphan train philosophy, was 

perfect. In 1890, Warsaw was a small farm town with 3,574 people 

and was completely removed from any large city life. 117 Indiana's 

tota1 popu 1 at ion was 2, 192, 404 with 59 percent of the peop 1 e 

employed as farmers. 11s The Methodist Episcopal Church was 

centrally located one block from the train station. In two days, 

the Gardner children went from internationally known, historical 

Boston with 448,447 people, 46 . 3 percent of whom were immigrants, 119 

to a town not known to everyone in the same state and where only 

6.66 percent of its total population was made up of immigrants. 120 

On May 30 the children pulled into Warsaw and spent Saturday 

night in the homes arranged by the Reverend A.S. Kimball. 121 The 

next morning, on Decoration Day, the children sang at the Methodist 

Episcopal Sunday service. The Warsaw Daily Times reported "at the 

close of the service there was an enthusiastic rush for the little 

ones by those desiring to entertain them for the day. here were 

"F 
·warsa~ Daily Times,27 May 1891. 

John L. Andriot, Population Abstract of the United States, Vol. 1 (McLean, 
VA: Andriot Association, 1987), p. 226. 

. " 8James H. Madison, The Indiana Way, A State History (Bloomington: Indiana 
University Press, 1986), p. 147 . .. 

Andriot, p. 362. 
12~ 
·~adison, p. 147 . .. 

• 
1"Church Matters," Warsaw Daily Times, 1 June 1891, p. 2. 
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not enough chi 1dren by 100 to supp 1 Y the demands of generous 

&riends. u122 Siblings brought so far away from Boston were now in 

completely different surroundings, swarmed by strangers and 

separated for the day, perhaps forever. 

The Reverend Dr. Cooper preached Sunday morning at the 

ethodist Episcopal Church and in the evening at the Christian 

church about the New England Home. A Methodist minister for more 

than 20 years and the New England Conference secretary, he had made 

many usefu 1 contacts for the Home. 123 Cooper and Summerv i 11 e Light, 

the minister of Warsaw's Methodist Episcopal Church in 1891, may 

have met through the Annual Conferences. 124 

If any records were made about Warsaw's reasons for accepting 

an orphan train they have not survived. 125 The Reverend W. c. 
Learned, the minister from 1882 to 1884, was an advisor for the 

Children's Aid Society of Indiana in Mishawaka, and may have 

impressed upon the parish the need to provide care for the orphaned 

children of America's big cities. 126 

'22Ibid · 

' 23James Mudge, The New England Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
96-1910 (Boston: Conference Publication, Co., 1910), p. 175. 

' 24Margaret Reafsynder, church historian for the First United Methodist 
Church of Warsaw, Indiana. 

'(
f "'De~auw University Archives Researcher, John R. Riggs, did a search and 
ound no information of the New England Home or the orphan train in the 1890 or 
891 United Methodist Annual Reports for Indiana. Margaret Reafsynder searched 

and found that no church records remain of the year 1891. 

12611A V. · " k .~i· isit to the St. Joseph County Orphans' Home, Mishawa a Enterprise, 
• 15hawaka, Indiana, 1 December 1882, p. 2. 
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warsaw provided for its orphaned and destitute children by 

contracting with the Mishawaka orphanage. Several Kosciusko County 

youth were there in March, 1891, when the Mishawaka Home had an 

attempted takeover by its general secretary, Julia Works. 127 The 

Kosciusko County Commissioners met with her and determined that 

their children would remain in Mishawaka's orphanage. 128 No effort 

was made to place these youth in Warsaw homes. Mishawaka, also 

part of the orphan train network, sent local children on to Kansas 

when appeals came in for one or two young boys. 129 

The previous December a Warsaw township trustee had taken a 

destitute child to Mishawaka, 130 yet in March the townspeople placed 

22 of the 26 Boston children within two days. 131 (One child was 

brought up from Peru as the previous placement had not worked.) 

.,.. he newspaper advertised "a more brighter, neater, more i nte 11 i gent 

1ot of chi 1 d ren cou 1 d not be we 1 1 found. " 132 The town was commended 

"that they secured homes where they can grow to man and womanhood 

away from the poverty and crime that might otherwise have been 

their lot, speaks well for our citizens and is of lifelong 

'27 .Mishawaka Enterprise, 27 March 1891. 
1 ~ 8Warsaw Dailv Times, 4 March 1891 and the Mishawaka Enterprise, 27 March

89 

''9·St. Joseph County Orphans' Home minutes from 20 December 1883. 

• 30warsaw Daily Times, 19 December 1890 reported a child was taken to the 
Mishawaka Home by the township trustee. 

'3'Warsaw Daily Times, 2 June 1891, p. 3 

Warsaw Daily Times, 2 June 1891, p. 3. 
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1 . tt l . f .. 133advantage to the poor 1 e wa1 s. 

It became apparent by Wednesday that the statement, not enough 

children by 100, was an obvious exaggeration, as the Warsaw paper 

made a plea for four boys not yet taken. The journalist gave their 

names and informed the town that their brothers and sisters were 

already placed, and these four would be separated from their 

siblings and returned to Boston if not taken. People were advised 

to "call until Friday at the M.E. Church, Warsaw." 134 

Freddie Gardner, nine years old, had not been picked. Why not 

Freddie? The paper assured the townspeople that he and the others 

were nice boys. Maybe the rapid changes in his 1 i fe and being 

shuffled off with strangers after church without his brothers and 

sisters had been too much for the child. Mabel and Mamie, ten 

years old, went together to Hiram and Dora Sarber's home. J.F. 

Kinch wanted six-year-old Willie and four-year-old Walter now lived 

with Andrew and Martha Johnston. 135 Fortunately, the newspaper's 

Pl ea was successful and by Thursday a 11 the children were pl aced. 136 

Freddie was now with Ed W. Baker. 137 

Dr. Cooper left a message in the Warsaw Daily Times before he 

left town to express his hopes that the children's character would 

mibid. 

'\
-~"Little Wanderers," Warsaw Daily Times, 3 June 1891, p. 2. 

35 Ibid. 

' 36warsaw Dailv Times, 4 June 1891, P. 3. 

'37" • .G was Ed Baker Is Protege'" Warsaw Daily Times' 23 January 1902' p. 1. Fred 
ardner's obituary stated he had been placed into Baker's home. 
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be formed by family life into a moral and Christian character. He 

also informed the town that although none of the children had been 

adopted, they could be if the families chose. The following advice 

on raising the children was given by Cooper: 

1. Teach your little boy or girl to obey you in every little 
thing. Do not say you cannot make them mind, you can if you will. 

hey have been taught obedience in the Home, not by cruelty, but 
by firmness. Now they must be taught to obey you. 

2. Teach them gratitude. Institutional education can teach 
them this but very imperfectly. Everything is done for them there 
and they cannot do much in return. Now, patiently teach them to 
do for you. They have not been accustomed to work, you must teach 
them. It is due you that they appreciate what you do for them, but 
they must learn it little by little. 

3. Do not allow them to run the streets - to be out evenings
and you not know where they are. The education of the streets is 
all bad for children. 

4. Do not pity and pet them unt i 1 they begin to get the 
upperhand of you, for then a ti me wi 11 come when you w i 1 l be 
obliged to turn over a new leaf and try to bring them back into 
subjection, and you will have a difficult job on hand. 

5. Read over your agreement and keep it. It has been wisely
drawn up. Whenever a di ff i cu 1t and doubtfu 1 case comes up, as~ 
yourself, "what would I do if this were my born child?" That thing
do. 

6. Exercise a firm, consistent, Christian family government
and do not forget you have God to help you. 

Cooper closed by thanking the ministers and the committee for 

"judiciously and faithfully helping in selecting good homes and 

Protecting him from placing the children with incompetent and 

mp roper persons. "138 

These placements, as others arranged by the New England Horne, 

'JaI II 

To the Little Wanderers' Friends,'' Warsaw Daily Times, 4 June 1891, p.2. 
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were brothers and sisters placed out near each other. The Home 

followed that procedure for two reasons: one, the older ones were 

less likely to run off with younger siblings in the area; two, the 

placements of girls created situations where sexual abuse 

frequently occurred. The possibility of sexual abuse made many 

agencies shy away from placing very many girls. The New England 

Home dealt with that problem by assuring itself that if the girls' 

siblings were in the area it had done all it could to protect them. 

assure the ministers and the families of the girls' morality, 

girls arrested for crimes of chastity were unacceptable for the 

gentee 1 New Eng 1 and Home. 139 

The placements of girls were also more difficult as midwestern 

farmers found boys more useful, and lower-class girls were 

considered more difficult to reform. As Brace stated "the girl-

vagrant develops body and mind earlier than the boy, and the habits 

of vagabondism stamped on her in childhood are more difficult to 

wear off," 140 and poorer class girls crowded into apartments with 

male family members "lose very early the modesty which is the great 

shield of purity; it is impossible for her to retain any feminine 

reserve ... 141 Yet, for a 11 the fears these min i sters had of the 

inability to remove the streets' influence from girls to make them 

suitable for placements, it was four boys that remained after the 

'19·Holloran, p. 115. 
H(\ 

Brace, p. 115. 
'4. Brace, p. 118. 
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others were placed in Warsaw. 

The placements of the Gardner children were typical for orphan 

trains. There was a written agreement though not a legal 

contract, a common factor with all orphan trains. The placements 

were made quickly with little if any investigation into the foster 

families, as the time between the initial notice of the children's 

expected arrival and their actual placement was 12 days. The 

ocal committee, probably made up of Methodist and Christian church 

members, left no records. Without records it is unknown if the 

committee was silent when a questionable person wanted a child, or 

if even in Warsaw, people truly knew everyone well enough to weed 

out the undesirable. 

Boston's New England Home for Little Wanderers avo i ded the 

quantity of criticism from Catholics about its orphan trains by 

keeping a lower profile. No Horatio Alger, Jr. proclaimed its 

good works, instead it quietly went about its business of placing 

chi 1 d ren into homes each year. The New Eng 1 and Home had 1ess 

conflict with the Catholics than the New York Children's Aid 

Society, but they worked in a peaceful diocese, peaceful from a 

lack of power and from the Catholic's desire to gain greater 

governmental tolerance. Given that there were 26 children, and 

Boston was 30 to 40 percent Irish Catholic by 1890, almost 

certainly some of the children were Catholic. None of the Gardners 

were Placed with Catholic families and probably neither were th~ 

others since Protestant churches handled the placements. 

The New England Home's supervision of placements was minimal. 



43 

t generally consisted of the visiting agent checking on children 

from previous orphan train placements while placing out 25 more 

chi1dren in the area. No records remain of any follow-up visits 

in the Warsaw area, but the child brought up from Peru, Indiana, 

lends to the conclusion that some contact could be made with the 

New England Home if a placement needed to be changed. Although 

such recourse would appear to be more likely from the adults who 

received an unsuitable child rather than a child having much 

recourse if a change was wanted. 

As for the ability of the Gardner siblings to look after each 

other, Ed Baker and the Sarbers 1ived at Silver Lake, 10 miles 

south of Warsaw. 142 The Kinches lived on the outskirts of Warsaw 

and the Johnstons lived in the town of Warsaw. 143 Their placements 

were close enough for the children to remain in contact with each 

other occasionally, but not on a regular basis because the children 

would attend different schools and possibly different churches. 

Realistically what could a child do if a sister or brother was 

being mistreated? 

The Gardner children from available information were placed 

with families where they were well treated. They were not simply 

a means of providing cheap labor. The Sarbers and the Kinch's were 

'42 The Sarbers are in the 1891 Lake Township, Kosciusko County, tax 
~ssessment records book. Fred Gardner's obituary listed him as having resided 
Ln Silver Lake with Ed Baker before moving to Goshen. 

'·)This was determined from finding J.F. Kinch in the Prairie Township tax 
assessment book and Andrew Johnston in the Wayne Township tax assessment book. 
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farmers. 144 Andrew Johnston was a carpenter. 145 Ed Baker was an 

undertaker. 146 The Johnstons and the Sarbe rs, married in 1883, 

remained childless until they met the train from Boston and made 

the Gardner chi 1 d ren a permanent part of their f ami 1ies. 147 Ed 

saker was a 25 year old single man 148 whose relationship with Fred 

was equated to that of a big brother. 149 The Kinch fami 1 y structure 

is unknown. 150 The families were certainly financially able to 

provide for the children's needs. None were poor, in fact the 

sarbers were very well off for 1891 Warsaw standards, and all were 

economically more stable than Albert Gardner. 151 

144This was determined by their addresses of RFD 7 for the Kinches and RR2 
for the Sarbers in the tax assessment books. 

·45The 1910-1914 Warsaw City Directory listed Andrew Johnston as a carpenter 
as did his obituary in the Mishawaka Enterprise, 18 May 1927. 

1"Ed W. Baker was determined from the 1900 Elkhart County Census, Goshen 
City. 

' 47 The Johns tons were registered in the Kosciusko County Marriage Index 1882-
1920, g. 144. The date of the Sarbers' marriage was given in Hiram Sarber's 
obituary, Warsaw Daily Times, 14 May 1896, p. 3. 

'481900 Elkhart County Census. 

149warsaw Daily Times, 23 January 1902, p. 1. 

150~fo Kinches were found in the 1900 Kosciusko County Census with William 
listed as a resident. The Kinches were not found in the Prairie Township tax 
assessment book after 1893 . ..,

) The 1891 tax assessment records for the Sarbers gave their personal
Property as $1, 160, the Johnstons at $15, the Kinches at $35. The 1887 tax 
assessment of Albert Gardner gave $2 as his valuation in dollars. Ed W. Baker 
Was not found. 
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Placing out for the Gardners did not prevent life's problems, 

for death also came on the wholesome farms of Indiana. Mamie 

Gardner died from a ruptured appendix soon after she arrived. 152 

Mabel Gardner, by the time she was 15, once again experienced the 

1oss of her father figure when on May 14, 1896, 34-year-old Hiram 

sarber died from tuberculosis, one week after his three-old-son 

died from the same disease. 153 Mabel and Mrs. Dora Sarber decided 

to move back to town where Mabel, though never formally adopted, 

was known as Mabe 1 Sarber. 154 
~-~ ".s. 

~ 

Mabel Gardner/Sarber approximately age 14. 

' 52Family accounts are the only record. 
a. Cemetery indexes and the Kosciusko County Death Index, 1882-1920, 

were checked for Mary/Mamie Gardner/Sarber.
b. Chamness-Tucker Funeral Home, the oldest funeral home in Silver Lake 

was contacted upon advice of a Warsaw reference librarian but no records exist 
from the 1890' s. 

c. Searched Lakeview Cemetery in Silver Lake as Sarber's son was buried 
there and Oakwood Cemetery in Warsaw as Hiram Sarber was buried there to see if 
Mamie Gardner's grave could be found. 

d. A possibility is that she was buried on the Sarber farm with no 
record made. 

153110bituary and Biographical," Warsaw Daily Times, 14 May 1896, p. 3. 

51 The 1900 Kosciusko Census, Wayne Township. 
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Freddie Gardner removed from the evils of Boston was still 

attracted to the big city life. By the time he was 19, he moved 

to Chicago and 1 i ved in a Madi son Street hote 1 , where he a 1 so 

worked as a baker. On January 14, 1902, he and a friend wanted to 

go somewhere on a cable car, but then Freddie changed his mind and 

decided not to go. At the Haymarket Theater, he quickly ~opped 

off, slipped and fell beneath the wheels and was crushed. 155 Just 

as with Mamie, Freddie's foster parent handled the arrangements. 

Ed Baker, as parents do in such tragedies, identified the body and 

had Frederick Gardner buried in Goshen, Indiana where Ed now 

lived.156 

The three remaining Gardner children grew up and lived 

re 1at i ve 1 y norma 1 , uneventfu 1 1 i ves. None became vagrants or 

drunks or lived on the dole. They successfully met the goals of 

the New England Home. Willie Gardner remained a bachelor and moved 

to Indianapolis. He lived a simple life at a boarding house and 

worked at a drug store. 157 Mabel Gardner married and lived out her 

life in Missouri, although she always stayed in contact with her 

two brothers. 158 She had no chi 1 d ren. Walter, as a 21 year old, 

was 1ega11 y adopted by Andrew and Martha Johnston on May 23, 

'))"Young Man Killed," Warsaw Daily Times, 1 6 January 1902, p. 3. 

"6narsaw Daily Times, 23 January 1902, p. 1. 

'571910 Indianapolis City Directory listed his address as Illinois House, p.
433. Interview with Edith Johnston provided the information on his occupation. 

158Family Accounts. 
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1gos. 159 On May 28th, the seventeenth anniversary of his departure 

from Boston, he and Mary Ellen Patterson became Mr. and Mrs. Walter 

J. Johnston. 160 He moved to Mishawaka, Indiana, worked at 

studebaker's and had three children. Neither he nor his brother 

nor sister ever returned to Boston . 

Walter and Mary Johnston with their daughter, Mabel . 

159Kosciusko County Court record no. 10964, 23 May 1908, adoption of Walter 
Joseph Gardner by Andrew David and Martha Jane Johnston. 

16°Kosciusko County Marriage index 1882-1920, p. 265. 
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The orphan train for Albert and Alice Gardner's children was 

society's answer for the era. It was the most economical means to 

remove large numbers of children from city streets. Massachusetts 

did begin to try to keep families together, provided the home was 

not unfit, but it was too late for Alice. The state law passed in 

1893 gave relief through the Overseers of the Poor to widows until 

their children were old enough to work. 161 If the 1aw had been 

passed in 1887, perhaps the Gardner children could have stayed with 

their mother. 

The orphan trains operated on the belief that the individual 

"who can be inf 1uenced "162 was put on the right path of 1 i fe through 

the influences of a good family. The family influenced the child 

to be a good worker and a respectable citizen for life. The belief 

that middle-class family values were the answer to vagrancy, 

intemperance, and laziness was a naive if not judgmental view of 

people with values other than their own, yet it was better than 

letting poverty, neglect and abandonment of children continue. 

John Boswell in The Kindness of Strangers expresses the modern 

view that "Christianity may well have increased the rate of 

abandonment. "163 He bases this upon the church requiring all sexual 

161 Robert A. Bremner, ed., Children and Youth in America, A Documentary 
lli.story. Vol. II. 1866-1932. Parts 1-6 (Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 
1971), p. 348. 

162Thomas Bender, The New York Intellect. A History of Intellectual Life in 
~w York City From 1750 to the Beginnings of Our Own Time, (New York: Knopf
Publishers, 1987), p. 198. 

63John Boswell, The Kindness of Strangers (New York: Pantheon Books, 1988), 
p. 430. 
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acts to be procreative in purpose and its providing a means of 

humanely caring for abandoned children. His view is one held 

through history that by helping people they are encouraged to stay 

dependent. For the Gardners, the New England Home certainly 

provided a way out, but if it had not existed, if orphan trains had 

not been available, what then? Even the Boston Children's Aid 

society most likely would have removed them from Alice's home. 

What would Alice have had to resort to in order to make a living 

for herself and the children? 

Something needed to be done for the Gardner children. They 

were taken to the New England Home for Little Wanderers. The Home 

sent the children to Warsaw as it was a nice small farm town. 

Walter needed parents. Andrew and Martha Johnston, childless 

members of the. First Baptist Church of Warsaw, came to the 

Methodist Episcopal Church to see if one child might be right for 

them. They saw a little red-haired boy. No home study. No six 

month trial period to keep the arrangements unsettled. Just a 

spontaneous decision of the two to take the child home, a child who 

grew up and requested to have their last name legally made his. 

A child, who as a man, cared for his adopted father in his home 

during his father's last days. 164 

Reformers such as Brace, Birtwell and Merrill created new 

avenues of help for children. They created this aid in the form 

of expedient, practical and spontaneous work. With the typical 

'61."0bituary," Mishawaka Enterprise, 18 ~lay 1927. 
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answer of almshouses for the poor , Brace, Birtwell and Merrill used 

original answers that they created. Their originality brought hope 

that there was an answer to the thousands of destitute children. 

These reformers did not stay in the accepted model of institutions 

but responded from their hearts with the certainty that family life 

was best, and each did what they could to make that happen for 

every child brought to their att ention. Spontaneity in their 

methods of urban reform clearly distinguished them from the welfare 

bureaucracy of today. 

The orphan train had no bureaucratic red tape to create long 

delays. The placement decisions were made quickly, as the 

ministers were led from their heart. The qui ck action caused 

detractors of the orphan trains to declare the reformers ' motives 

were to dump their problems on other states as quickly as possible. 

The criticism of orphan trains had the positive outcome of 

encouraging reformers to push states to create child abuse laws and 

child labor laws. Also, because the orphan train made the 

children ' s and the parents ' needs so evident the entire charity 

system was revamped to keep the family together if at all possible. 

The modern i ndustri a 1 age had removed the extended fami 1 y 

network . Extended families had been the safeguard against large 

numbers of abused, destitute and abandoned children. For 

nineteenth-century Americans, one parent often stood between the 

child and the streets, and one event, like Albert Gardner ' s death, 

cou 1 d put them the re. The change in society from the extended 

f am; 1 y to the nuc 1ear f ami 1 y made soc i et change its view of 
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community responsibility. A sense of community, a need to care for 

others and to do so immediately, created the placing-out svstem. 

Today's society unfamiliar with indentured servants and 

apprentices looks on the orphan train system as dangerous, if not 

heartless, but it was a viable solution for the time. Today's 

welfare system, a bureaucratic machine, does not stand out as the 

perfect solution either, as it keeps people locked into the system 

for generations. Once on the street the homeless cannot find 

housing. One hundred years later the labels have changed, but 

street people (vagrants) and homeless (wayward and destitute) 

children still exist. 

Given the choices available to the widowed Alice Gardner and 

her brother-in-law, Robert, with five children too young to work, 

needing education, clothes, food and a warm bed, the orphan train 

was the best answer for the children. It disrupted their lives 

with Alice and no contact with her was ever made again, yet the 

children always remained in contact with each other. Contact was 

made with some of the Boston relatives as Robert's daughter, Flora 

Gardner, came to Indiana in the early 1950's and visited her 

cousins. She expressed her regrets that they had been sent west 

as children. Mabel, Walter and Flora agreed. It had to be. 



52 

Walter and Mabel with Flora Gardner 

Walter & William in front of William's Indianapolis Boarding House 
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The rest of the Gardners? After the five young children left, 

1;fe went on for them much as before. John and Mary Gardner lived 

out their lives in Providence, Rhode Island. Mary died in 1893 

when she was 69, and John died in 1899 at the age of 79. 165 Swan 

point Cemetery, where they are buried, is a lavish cemetery set 

against the shore with mausoleums, monuments, fountains, shrubs 

and flowers. 166 

Robert Gardner Ellen Gardner 

Taken at the Boardwalk, Atlantic City, New Jersey 

165swan Point Cemetery, Providence, Rhode Island, burial records. These also 
Provided the information that John Gardner's father was named Robert, and that 
Mary Gardner's parents were Peter and Isabella Patterson. 

166D . 27en1son, p. . 
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Robert Gardner continued to work as a tailor and remained a 

faithful member of the Central Congregation Church in Boston. By 

1900, he was able to take out a loan to purchase his own home in 

oorchester. 167 His five children, John, Isabella, Flora, Nellie and 

Evelyn, always lived near him. He and his wife, Ellen, and the ir 

four daughters are buried side by side in the Cedar Grove 

cemetery. 168 Albert ' s grave? In 1938, Isabella (Gardner) Sharpe , 

Robert ' s daughter , arranged for her husband, John, to be buried on 

top of Albert. 169 Alice became labeled in the children's minds as 

the mother that gave them away. No records of her existence has 

been found before the twins' birth in 1881 or after the notation 

in the 1890 Boston City Directory. 

But, Albert will not be buried and Alice will not be 

forgotten, for the storyteller will continue to weave this tale to 

hand down the memory of Albert and Alice Gardner to future 

generations. 

61 The 1900 Massachusetts Census, Suffolk County. 

i6Bcedar Grove Cemetery, Dorchester, Massachusetts, burial records. 

169Ibid. 
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ADDENDUM 

Many people placed out did not have the fortune of a sister like Mabel 
Gardner who kept the siblings aware of their relationship and their family
history. There are agencies to assist people who were part of an orphan train 
experience and are searching for relatives. 

Two of these agencies are: 

The Orphan Train Heritage Society of America 
4453 S. 48th Street 
Springdale, Arkansas 72764 

The New England Home for Little Wanderers 
Marilyn Sneden, Director of Family Resources 
161 S. Huntington Avenue 
Boston, Massachusetts 02130 
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resources and their regulations. Time is also spent with many patients
in counseling them to adjust to a major lifestyle change due to illness 
or injury. 

The nursing home role is similar but with an emphasis on adjusting to one 
new surroundings. 

RESEARCH EXPERIENCE: 
Research for my project was conducted primarily in Warsaw, Indiana, and 
Boston, Massachusetts as microfilm on newspapers, census reports, death 
records, marriage records and birth records were found and details documented. 
Cemeteries and county's vital records departments were used. Original sources 
were used. Faculty advisor: Dr. Patrick J. Furlong, Spring, 1990. 

Researched the New York Children's Aid Society using original sources for 
material. Faculty Directors: Dr. Donald B. Marti and Dr. Patrick J. Furlong,
Fall, 1989. 

Researched the origins of the Family and Children's Center in Mishawaka, 
Indiana. Minutes from the first meetings from 1882 to 1884 and microfilms 
of the Mishawaka Enterprise to the year 1890 provided the information. 
Faculty Director: Dr. Patrick J. Furlong, Summer 1989. 

Researched a maroon society in Jamaica using original sources. Faculty
Director: Dr. Roy E. Schreiber, Spring, 1989. 
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	The family storyteller weaves the tale of our ancestors, nurturing an appreciation for how the family endured and evolved. The tale creates a sense of family and a desire to pass on the living tradition to the next generation. In oral history, forgotten details of names and places occur. Some ancestors appear and disappear with no explanation from where they came or what became of them. These riddles add to the mystique of the past. 
	At family gatherings, Great-Aunt Mabel told a fascinating tale, to explain why Walter had been a Gardner from Boston, and how he became a Johnston from Warsaw, Indiana. Through the years, her niece retold it to her own nephews and nieces. Each aunt instilled an appreciation for Walter's perseverance and a sense of pride in being an original Johnston. 
	Four-year-old Walter Joseph GardneSoon after his arrival in Warsaw, Indiana
	r 
	. 

	The tale began with Great-Grandpa Albert and his wife, Marie. He, a Scottish Presbyterian, and she, an Irish Catholic, married in spite of his family's strong opposition. After Albert's marriage, the Gardner's, a prominent Boston family, ostracized him. They were ashamed that Albert had married an Irish girl, a catholic. 
	Albert and Marie eventually had seven children. The oldest two were boys, their names forgotten. The others were twin girls, Mabel and Mamie; then sons Frederick, William and Walter Joseph, the youngest. 
	One day, Albert laid on the floor with three-year-old Walter, playing and tossing him in the air. Suddenly, he had a heart attack and died with Walter sitting on his chest. Because Albert's family, with all their wealth, held on to their anger and refused to help, Marie had to raise seven children alone. To the Gardners, Albert's death was a sign that God had sent His judgement on their mixed marriage. Marie and the children found themselves destitute. What happened to Marie and the oldest two children, no 
	The Boston Home gathered the little ones onto an orphan train bound for Warsaw, Indiana. There, at a Sunday church service, the 
	The Boston Home gathered the little ones onto an orphan train bound for Warsaw, Indiana. There, at a Sunday church service, the 
	First Baptist Church placed them with families. The children stood on the church stage wh i 1 e the townspeop 1e, wanting cheap farm hands, 1ooked them over. The farmers, with wood to be chopped, water hauled and animals fed, were unconcerned about little ones who needed to be dressed, bathed and kissed good night. Four-year
	-


	o 1 d Wa1ter stood and watched as the others were pi eked. He was sure no one was going to take him. Then a young woman, using a cane to walk, took his hand and asked if he would like to go home with her. He nodded his head and fo11 owed Andrew and Martha Johnston home. 
	His new mother prepared lunch and watched Walter quietly eat. When he finished eating she asked if he would like another glass of milk. The little boy was so overwhelmed, he cried. Walter could not remember ever having as much milk as he wanted. 
	Walter's brothers and sisters were placed with other townspeople. Mamie died from a ruptured appendix soon after she arrived. Mabel at ten years of age became the family matriarch, as she wrote down the names of the three different families who took her little brothers. None were adopted because the families were fearful the children might grow up to disgrace the families' names. Only Walter legally changed his name to honor the people who raised him, but not until the year he married. 
	Through Mabe 1 Gardner, they grew up knowing each other as brothers and sister. The family ties and the Boston events were 
	handed down like heirlooms, along with the attitude that it was the wealthy Gardner's prejudice which caused their family tragedy. 
	1 

	The family legend inspired a desire to know what happened to each child in Warsaw, to have details about the Bostonian Gardners and a strong interest to learn what happened to Marie and the two older children. The quest began, nearly 100 years 1ater, as another train led back to Boston to discover Albert and Marie, and their life together. 
	* * * * * * * * * * 
	* 

	Albert J. Gardner, the youngest son of John and Mary Gardner, 
	Albert J. Gardner, the youngest son of John and Mary Gardner, 
	Albert J. Gardner, the youngest son of John and Mary Gardner, 

	was 
	was 
	born 
	on 
	June 9, 
	1850, 
	in 
	Providence, 
	Rhode 
	Island. 2 
	John and 

	Mary 
	Mary 
	came 
	to America 
	from 
	Glasgow, 
	Scotland, 
	by 
	1846. 3 
	They 
	had 

	heard 
	heard 
	that 
	life 
	was 
	better 
	in 
	America 
	with 
	plenty 
	of 
	work 
	for 

	everyone. 
	everyone. 


	In the 1840's, the United States greatly expanded from the 
	industrial revolution. The cities grew so rapidly that government 
	'
	'Mrs. Mabel (Johnston) Fields, my husband's aunt and Mabel Gardner's namesake, told this story one summer afternoon during a family gathering after we married. 
	-

	Massachusetts Vital Records, v. 384, p. 358 -Death, Boston, 1887, No. 8858. Received this information from the New England Historic GenealogicalSociety with the facts that Albert was born in Providence and his parents, John and Mary, were born in Scotland. 
	2

	This was determined by the 1850 (July 23) Rhode Island Census, Providence County, fifth ward, p. 306 -307, which stated Robert was born in Rhode Island in 1846. Swan Point Cemetery records indicated that John and Mary were born in Glasgow, Scotland. 
	3

	leaders found it frightening. From 1820 to 1860, the urban population increased tenfold while the nation's total only The industrial age created attractive jobs for skilled laborers. It also brought unskilled laborers and created slums filled with the poor. 
	tripled. 
	4 

	European immigration to the United States, in the 1840's and the 1850's, increased as a result of events in Europe. In 1837, Glasgow had a three-month cotton workers' strike that was broken by non-union Irish workers, which caused industrial turmoil and fed the Scotti sh anger at the Irish. Linen workers in Dundee, Scotland, who also had a major unsuccessful strike in 1842, flocked to America in search of work. 6 The Irish, in the midst of the 1840's potato famine, left their island in hope of never being h
	5 
	7 

	During the famine, the majority of the Irish immigrants were poor, unsk i 11 ed, and wi 11 i ng to take any job for any wage to provide the i r basic needs. The Scotti sh and Eng 1 i sh came, not seeking basic survival, but their fortunes. They we re generally 
	Thomas Bender, Toward An Urban Vision. Ideas and Institutions in Nineteenth-Century America (Lexington, KY: 1975), p. 8. 
	4

	Sydney and Olive Checkland, Industry and Ethos. Scotland 1832-1914 (London; Edward Arnold Publishers, 1984), p. 87. 
	Ibid. 
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	Andrew M. Greeley, That Most Distressful Nation, The Taming of the Irish Catholic (Chicago: Quadrangle Books, 1972), p. 34. 
	better educated, ski 11 ed 1aborers if not professi ona1s; John Gardner belonged to that group. He came as a tailor, to Providence had enough Scots for them to have a Scotch Presbyterian John also found that he and other Scottish and English men were readily assimilated into the middle class. 
	Providence, a bustling seaport and industrial city like Glasgow. 
	8 
	church, the official church of Scotland until 1843. 
	9 

	As a rapidly growing city of 41,512 in 1850, Providence offered the job opportunity and lifestyle John and Mary Gardner Soon after they arrived, John and Mary had three sons: Robert (b. 1846), John Jr. (b. 1848), and Albert J. (b. 1850). 11 Later, through their middle-class values of thrift and hard work, they purchased their own tailor shop and built a large home on a sizable piece of property. They hired Anna Coleman, a domestic servant from I re1and, to assist Mary with the housework. On 
	sought. 
	10 
	12 
	13 

	8The 1850 Rhode Island Census listed John Gardner's occupation as a tailor. 
	9checkland p. 120. 
	The Reverend Frederick Denison, A.M., The Past and the Present, Narragansett Sea And Shore (Providence: Reid, Printers, Publishers and Engravers, 1879), p. 38. 
	10

	The 1850 Rhode Island Census provided the ages of the Gardners: John was 28, Mary was 25, Robert was 4, John Jr. was 2, and Albert was 1/12. MaryPatterson, age 23 from Scotland, was also in the home and listed as John's sister. 
	11

	The 1870 (June 20) Rhode Island Census, Providence County, seventh ward, verified that John Gardner had his own merchant tailor shop and the value of his real estate was $8,000 and his personal estate was worth $2,000. 
	12

	The 1870 Rhode Island Census showed Anna Coleman, a 30 year old domestic servant from Ireland, living in their home. Mary Gardner is listed as a housekeeper. 
	13

	ouring the week, their daughter, Isabella (b. 1855), went to school, while their sons worked in their father's shop and learned to be tailors. 15 Life was fulfilling all the dreams that had brought John and Mary Gardner to America. 
	sundays, the fami 1 y went to the Scotch Presbyterian Church. 
	14 

	John and Mary Gardner also brought a history of conflicts between the Scottish and Irish. The Scottish strikes broken by the Irish, and the religious protests from the Irish Catholics built up the Gardners' prejudice against the Irish. The Catholics, given freedom in Great Britain through the Emancipation Act of 1829, did not have any political power in Scotland until the 1829 Reform 16 Many Scots opposed giving c iv i l rights to the Catho1 i cs, making re1 i g ion and po 1 iti cs a combined issue. For the
	Act. 
	Belfast, to verbal warfare in Boston. 
	18 

	Family Account. 
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	The 1870 Rhode Island Census listed Robert as a tailor, John Jr. as a cutter, and Albert as the clerk in the tailor shop. Isabella G. is shown as 15 and in school. 
	15

	Checkland, pp. 125-126. 
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	Donna Merwick, Boston Priest 1848-1910; A Studv of Social and Intellectual Change (Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1973), p. 76. 
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	Donna Merwick, Boston Priest 1848-1910; A Study of Social and Intellectual Change (Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1973), p. 76. 
	18

	The Irish immigrants to America took the lowest paying jobs and crowded into the cheapest, dirtiest housing. The Irish were the largest ethnic group found in poorhouses in the nineteenth They had a strong reputation for drinking, reinforced by the fact that compared to other ethnic groups they had the highest percentage of intemperance and for having three or more drinks at a sitting. The jobs the new Irish immigrants acquired and the 1 i festyl e many 1ed, served to reinforce John and Mary Gardner's ingrai
	century. 
	19 
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	John and Mary Gardner, like many Scots, did not see the Irish as their equa1. Their Irish servant could clean their home and cook their food, but never be accepted as a member of the family . For their domestic servant, as for many Irish people, her position was a way to work slowly into the American middle class. While Scottish immigrant John Gardner readily reached the middle class, the majority of the Irish immigrants took a generation or two to reach that status. The lengthy process was created by the A
	The Irish were frequently objects of scorn and ridicule. Throughout the famine, cartoons of the Irish depicted them begging for money under the pretense of buying food when really buying weapons. The Irish image then was not a cute leprechaun with a 
	21 

	Michael B. Katz, Poverty and Policy in American History (New York: Academic Press, 1983) , p. 124. 
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	" Greeley, p. 134. 
	Greeley, p. 36. 
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	shamrock, but a gorilla with a jug of liquor in one hand and a club in the other. Not only were they seen as dirty, disease ridden, and incapable of anything but menial labor, they were Catholic with allegiance to the papal crown rather than to the American flag. Albert Gardner knew these things. He had been raised in John and Mary's home and heard their strong views. Yet, at some point, he met Alice Carroll, an Irish Catholic from Newport, Rhode Island, and fell in love. 
	22 
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	Albert Gardner knew there would be bitter opposition from his family, but he was determined to marry her. She also realized, from the Irish Catholic history of Scottish persecution, that few of her family members would approve of their marriage. Neighbors would find them unacceptable. Family would disown them. As late as 1865, Boston blacks intermarried with whites more frequently than Irish Catholics married Yankee Protestants, and it was felt that only lower-class whites married blacks. Despite that knowl
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	Greeley, p. 119. 
	22

	The birth index for Mabel Gardner at Boston Public Library, No. 1645 gave the father as Albert, born in Providence, Rhode Island, and the mother as Alice, born in Newport, Rhode Island. William H. Gardner's (their son) death certificate #6052, Marion County, Indiana, listed his mother as Alice Carroll. 
	23 

	Holloran, p. 147. 
	24

	These are estimated years as Albert was 21 in 1871 and two children were to have been born prior to the twin's birth in 1881, making 1876 a possible cut-off-date. No marriage license was recorded in Boston, Boston-out-of-Town, or Providence's marriage indexes. A letter has been sent to Newport to their genealogy department requesting a search. 
	25

	Albert Gardner, age 21Taken in Providence, Rhode Island
	. 
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	Soon Albert and his brother, Robert, decided to move to oston, Massachusetts. Robert Gardner had exp1 o red Boston in 
	1875. 26 Since his wife, Ellen, was from Massachusetts, she may have ncouraged Robert to see Boston as offering his fortune, as rovidence had to his father and that it was time to return. ith Boston leading the nation in ready-made clothes, he was easily onvinced that it was the perfect city for two young tailors with 
	27 

	The 1880 Massachusetts Census, South Boston, Precinct 4, Ward 15, gave the irthplaces of Robert Gardner's children. His ten-year-old son, John, was born ·~Rhode Island; his five-year-old daughter, Isabella, was born in Massachusetts; 
	26

	is two-year-old daughter, Flora, was born in Rhode Island. 
	The 1880 Massachusetts Census listed Ellen A. as Robert's wife and rovided the information that she and her parents were born in Massachusetts. 
	21
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	fam1 ies. 
	Boston in the 1870's was a melting pot for America. Immigrants arrived dai 1 y. Businesses moved to Boston to take advantage of the 1arge supp1y of cheap 1abor. The upper-cl ass Yankees retreated to the suburbs and left the cheap housing of the 
	North, South, and West ends of Boston to the immigrants. 
	29 

	In 1880, Robert and Ellen Gardner, with their three children and his brother, Albert, moved to Boston to live at 1726 Dorchester Dorchester was a main artery on a street car line and allowed easy access to their jobs as cutters. In a few months, Robert and A 1 bert moved to separate househo1ds but still worked together at Robert's address at 125 Warren, Roxbury. It may have been that Robert was renting an apartment over the tailor shop. Where Alice Gardner was at this time is unknown. Perhaps Albert needed 
	Avenue, South Boston. 
	30 
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	Al ice Gardner did move to Boston before February 27, 1881, when the twins, Mabel and Mary (nicknamed Mamie), were born. 
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	sam B. Warner, Jr., Streetcar Suburbs, The Process of Growth in Boston. 1870-1900 (Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1978), p. 6. 
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	Ibid. 
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	The 1880 Massachusetts Census, South Boston, Precinct 4, Ward 15, listed Albert, age 28, in Robert's household and employed as a tailor. Neither Robert nor Albert are listed in the 1879 Boston City Directory. 
	30

	The 1880 Boston City Directory. 
	31 

	Birth records Nos. 1645 and 1646, Mabel and Mary Gardner, Boston,Massachusetts. 
	32

	Albert's little family now lived at 546 Dorchester Avenue, South Boston. 33 Tailoring had its seasonal layoffs and businesses often closed, which caused Albert and Alice Gardner to move frequently. Each time, they rented a two or three story wood-frame house in the densely populated working class settlement of South Boston. The houses, sometimes divided into two or three apartments, were on very small lots and within walking distance of Albert's jobs. Albert could have used a horse-drawn street car for 10 t
	34 
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	Life in Boston was difficult for working-class people. One-third either did not have jobs or did not have consistent jobs that paid well. 36 To get ahead, the father of a family had to work 48 to 55 hours a week. Cutters usually belonged to the lower-middle class, a class that comprised 20 to 30 percent of the Boston Robert and A 1 bert Gardner found that the better paying jobs for tailors were in the busiest places that required more hours. Albert tired easily, unable to work long hours at the better payin
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	The 1885 tax assessment for Albert Gardner listed another family at the same address as Albert. The tax assessment for 1887 gave three different families at 1 Cottage Street and that it was owned by Catherine Sullivan. 
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	would become weak and faint. Albert Gardner had a heart murmur. 
	39 

	Albert Gardner worked wherever he could find a job. He and Alice continued to move and have more children. In 1882, on September 3, a son named Frederick was born in a house at 8 Glover 40 Another move, in 1884, p 1 aced A 1 bert and A 1 ice at 43 A son, Walter Joseph, was added to the family on September 9, 1886, in a house at 1 Cottage Street. Their moving and Albert's constant job changes were consistent with the life of a working-class family. Quite a different path from the one John and Mary Gardner pi
	Street. 
	Ellery Street where William Henry was born on July 11. 
	41 
	42 

	Boston's total population in the late nineteenth-century was 30 to 40 percent Irish-born. In this one city where the Irish cou1 d re1 y upon sheer strength of numbers a 1 one, A 1 ice did not stand out. The children, as part Irish, found greater acceptance, especially with their Irish neighbors in South Boston. The Boston Irish, working their way up the social scale, were beginning to deve1 op group consciousness and se1f-respect among themse1ves; 
	43 
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	Death record no. 8858 indicated Albert died from mitral valve failure, a condition which is commonly known as a heart murmur. 
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	certainly desirable attributes for Albert and Alice Gardner's children. 
	No evidence has been found to show whether Albert and Alice Gardner were married in the Catholic church or whether their children were baptized as Catho1 i cs. It is possible they were married by a Justice of the Peace and were not members of any church. Unless Alice had family in Boston, for which no evidence has been found, her only support was Albert. For a working-class woman of the 1880's, with several small children, she was in extremely vulnerable situation. 
	One week before Thanksgiving on November 17, 1887, tragedy struck. Thirty-seven-year-old Albert came home at 8:40 a.m. and dropped dead from heart disease. Through the years six-year-old Mabel came to remember that her father died while playing with Walter. The few lines of his obituary in the Boston Daily Globe, stated that Albert Gardner left behind a wife and six children. The family tradition indicated there were seven children, but only five can be proven. 47 
	45 
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	45neath record no. 8858. 
	"South Boston," Boston Daily Globe, extra evening, Thursday, 17 November 1887. 
	46 

	The older one or two children's birth records have not been found as births are not listed by the parents' names. Alice Gardner and the children have not been found in the 1880 census. The 1890 census does not exist, and by the 1900 census the family was separated. 
	47

	Jacob B. Cole, an undertaker, lived nearby at 216 Silver street and gave the information on Albert for the vital records. someone notified Albert's parents, and his father purchased a plot for Albert at the Cedar Grove Cemetery, in Dorchester, near Robert Gardner's home. The purchase of just one plot was arranged through the undertaker, Jacob B. Cole. 
	48 
	49 

	Albert Gardner died without property, a will, or savings. His income was either too low to save any money, or Albert rejected his parent's middle-class value of thrift. He probably did not have life insurance as a heart murmur could be detected, and that would have caused Albert to be rejected for coverage, even if he had the money for insurance. Modern assistance, such as Social Security, food stamps, and Aid for Dependent Children, did not exist. Albert's father, John Gardner, did not help Alice or his gr
	50 

	Alice looked at the choices. There was an almshouse in South Boston. Alice knew about the large stone building. It had been 
	Death record no. 8858 gave J.B. Cole as the informant, and the 1880 census gave Jacob B. Cole's address and his occupation as an undertaker. 
	48 

	Cedar Grove Cemetery records provided that John Gardner, Albert's father, purchased one plot for Albert two days after he died. 
	49

	There are no probate records of a will listed with the county. The 1887 tax assessment gave that Albert Gardner had $2 and was a renter. 
	50

	The neighbors told stories of the days when the old and young, sick, healthy and mentally ill were all housed together. The adults and children were now separated, but she would be able to go there with fourteen-month-old Walter until he turned four years old. 
	built, in 1822, to replace the one the city had outgrown. 
	51 
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	There were separate facilities for the other children. In 1866, Massachusetts decided that the Monson Asylum would only be for children, and in 1867 it created a foundling hospital to become the first state to have such facilities. Controlled by the almshouse authorities, after 1875 Deer Island provided care for south Boston children like Mabel, Mamie, Freddie and Willie Gardner. 
	53 
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	The separation of families in asylums came from the state officials' belief that idle adults were a bad influence on children. As the directors of the workhouse stated: 
	"Experience has shown that children brought up and indentured from almshouses often feel toward it a filial regard, and having been accustomed to see grown people supported there for no other reason than that they are addicted to idleness and intemperance again resort to it themselves rather than encounter the common difficulties of life."
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	The almshouse and Deer Island may have temporarily housed Alice and her children. 
	By 1875, Massachusetts had a means of supervising the state charges placed in temporary homes, but that law required Alice to contribute to the children's support, an impossibility on a woman's working-class earnings. 57 In the 1880's, Catholics held the majority of the unskilled blue-collar jobs, so as an Irish Catholic and as a woman, Alice Gardner was destined for the lowest paying 58 Alice also had to face that to keep her children would mean she could not work, because there were no day care facilities
	job. 

	Another alternative for the Gardner children was the Boston Children's Aid Society which began in 1863 under the direction of Rufus R. Cook, a former chaplain of the Suffolk County jail.Boston ladies had visited the jails and were shocked at the sight of young children living in cells. Rufus Cook, hired as their visiting agent, sought out the homeless children, and became an early day probation officer dramatically decreasing the number of boys who had repeat appearances in court. After a court 
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	Henry W. Thurston, The Dependent Child, A Study of Changing Aims and Methods in the Care of Dependent Children (New York: Columbia University Press,1930), p. 170. 
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	appearance, he had the boys report to him one time a week for six months, and if home 1 ess, she1tered them at Pine Farm in West 61 Pine Farm was in existence from 1863 to 1895, and there boys, 11 to 14 years old, learned farm work, religious practices and common school lessons before being placed on a New England 62 Boys became wards of Pine Farm by their parents' signed consent or by a court order and stayed about one year. Perhaps Alice Gardner's oldest one or two sons went there. 
	Newton. 
	farm. 
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	In 1886, the Boston Children's Aid Society formed two additional country homes. The boys from the three farm schools either went home or to another family's home, to board in or receive wages. Girls in the Society's care went directly into homes. By October 1, 1891, 255 children were under the Society's care, 60 in the three farm schools, 168 in their own homes, and 27 in institutions. 65 The Society had legal custody for its wards until they were 21 years old, though few actually stayed under the Society's
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	For children in their parents' home, the Society provided home libraries. The libraries originated from Charles Wesley Birtwell's view that "among other things children ought to have the benefit of good readings and become lovers of good books. "A child in a neighborhood would have a book case with 15 books, mostly classics, and several periodicals, to be loaned out to their reading club of ten children. The books stayed in one location for three months and then rotated with the other reading groups. 
	67 
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	The Boston Children's Aid Society was the first agency to Charles Wesley Birtwell, a conservative Methodist, had chosen social work over becoming a minister and in 1887 became the general Birtwell developed a modern welfare system with several solutions: free temporary placements; placements where older children worked in return for room and board; homes where the mother could bring a young child with her and work as a housekeeper; and homes for children to be boarded at a moderate price. He even set up hom
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	an individual. 
	Birtwell and the middle-class society began to struggle with the differences between institutional care and home settings for Reformers sought answers beyond charity, and began to 
	children. 

	rethink the phi 1osophy of charity. As a result, two levels of philanthropy were defined: first, the effort to put right what social conditions had put wrong; second, and more important, to put right the social conditions themselves. 
	72 

	American society began to define children as the innocent victims and turned its charity around. Institutional care for chi 1 d ren came to be regarded as deficient, and home care was labeled superior by reformers such as Charles Loring Brace of the New York Children's Aid Society and the Reverend George Merrill from the Boston Children's Mission. A result of society recognizing children as the innocent victims, needing instant, expedient relief was that mothers were labeled as the creators of 73 
	the problem. 

	Drunkenness of mothers created much of the work for the Massachusetts Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children, 74 Children deprived of a mother's care created much of the work for the New England 
	according to Frank Fay, its general secretary. 

	William J. Tucker, "The Work of the Andover House in Boston," Scribners' Magazine (Vol. 13, 1893), p. 357. 
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	Home for Little Wanderers. No one mentioned where the fathers' responsibility lay even though society's power was completely in the hands of the white Anglo-Saxon Protestant males. Society, and 1ike1 y the Gardners, saw A 1 ice as a person who was poor "from a lack of the moral fiber that hard working respectable citizens 76 Middle-class opinion usually blamed adults for living in poverty, because of the myth that America provided livable wages to all who worked. 
	75 
	had." 

	The adults living in poverty had created slum areas of filth and crime, frightening citizens that Boston and other large American cities were becoming like Europe's. Early in the nineteenth century, Thomas Jefferson had formed a political phi 1osophy that "mobs of great cities add just so much to the support of pure government, as sores do to the strength of the The peop1 e who shared that view feared that if cities controlled America then "political morality would decline and the republican experiment woul
	human body. "
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	Boston had a large number of vagrant children who slept in alleys, boxes and on steam grates, many who were children of immigrants. When immigrant parents abandoned a child, through death or neg1ect, the chi 1d's extended fami 1 y was usua 11 y not 
	'Hon. J. Warren Merrill, "Sixteenth Annual Report," Home for Little Wanderers (Boston: 1881), p. 28. 
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	available to fill the void. The children then ended up in rags, lived on the streets and stole from shops or begged from door to door for food. Boys, 10 or 12 years old, sold newspapers or shined shoes on city corners to earn money and then huddled together at night to sleep in secluded doorways. The Catholics, in 1883, began to provide shelter for a small room and board fee at the Working-Boys' Home and the Working-Girls' Home to keep children from 
	sleeping on Boston's city streets. 
	79 

	In the mid-nineteenth century, there was a general realization that large cities were here to stay, and their poor and slum areas had to be dealt with for America to survive. Ministers stopped preaching to church members to avoid the evils of the cities and began to proclaim the need to go to the cities and preach God ' s love. These sermons frequently advised that the poor be encouraged to move out of the cities to the more wholesome countryside. In the Congregational Church Robert Gardner probably heard m
	As an agricultural nation, America for the Gardner and Carroll immigrants was the promise land. The farmer and small towns in wide open spaces were lauded as the answer to the disease and vice the immigrants had left behind in the Old World. The simple rural life in America was revered as the superior means for them to raise healthy and wholesome children into hardworking, good citizens. 
	Country Week, founded in Boston, in 1875, was an effort to 
	. A.A. McGinley, "Catholic Life of Boston," Catholic World (Vol. LXVII,pril 1898), p. 26. 
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	dea1 with cities through the constructive use of the country. The agency took children for a week or more to the country hoping to cure the nervous exhaustion created by city life. Cities, seen as dark, evil and filled with filthy air, were no contest for the propaganda on country life with its fresh air, bright sunlight and wholesome atmosphere. Churches sponsored these trips, also known as Fresh Air Charity, through the state's Charity Organization Societies. 
	80 
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	Another development from the philosophy that the country was a cure for city vice was the orphan train. The orphan train system deve1oped under the auspices of the Chi l d ren' s Mission to the Children of the Destitute in Boston. In 1849, the Reverend George Merrill, a Unitarian minister, inspired Sunday School children to send in their pennies to support a street missionary and a temporary home for orphans. Merrill's daughter, after seeing some ragged children in the streets of South Boston, pleaded for h
	82 

	Joseph Barry, their first street minister, literally searched for these ragged, homeless children in alleys and 
	jails.83 
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	Motivated by the firm belief that slums were no place for children, but also believing that the formal arrangement of homes took too much time, the Children's Mission sent out the first orphan train in 1850.a4 It went to New Hampshire and Vermont and placed 30 children in foster homes. 
	85 

	The Mission was the first to arrange for the special trains to stop at cities along their route. Local Unitarian and congregational Church members assisted in placing the children out as informal indentured servants, apprentices, or in some cases as adopted children. The Mission's temporary home provided the orphans a place to stay until enough were gathered to go to the country. 
	The Mission's justification for the orphan trains was simple: "Boston is not large enough. It is overloaded, and, if not relieved, will sink under its own weight. The city is dangerous and alarmingly overcome with a surplus of a mildewing population. There is a large number of people with nothing to do. Nobody is at fault. Work cannot be found for them. But they must be relieved. Their children must be 
	By 1859 more than 1 ,300 children had left Boston via the Mission's 87 Until the Children's Mission discontinued this practice in 1897, countless children were placed out from the two 
	saved; and they cannot save themse1ves. "
	86 
	orphan trains. 
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	or three trains that 1eft each year. 8 Trains transported the children because they were an efficient means of moving people a 1ong di stance, and a 1 so because Boston Unitarian gent1 emen who owned stock in Midwestern railroads provided reduced rates for 
	8

	. . 89
	orphan train excursions. 
	John Earl Williams, a past president of the Children's Mission in Boston, moved to New York and began working for its Children's Aid Society. 90 In 1853, its general secretary, Charles Loring Brace, a Congregational minister, and his assistant John Williams a 1 so began to use the orphan train system. The New York Children's Aid Society under Brace between 1853 and 1890 moved 92,292 children from New York to homes and farms in the Midwest and West. 92 Horatio Alger, Jr. was a main factor in helping Brace at
	91 

	Horatio Alger, Jr., wrote a series called "Ragged Dick" in which he described the life of abandoned street children and praised the efforts of the Children's Aid Society to improve their 
	Holloran, p. 44. Holloran indicated no records remain from the Children's Mission to give any exact numbers. 
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	Inc., 1964), p. 27. 
	93 In his "Tattered Tom" series, Alger brought to public awareness the experience of children going west on the orphan 94 He based these books upon his experiences with the New York charities, and made the orphan train a frequent symbol of his rags to riches theme. Alger's books and the 1arge number of children moved out caused the New York Children's Aid Society to be the best known agency in the orphan train movement. 
	situation. 
	trains. 

	The notoriety of the New York Children's Aid Society brought criticism of orphan trains everywhere. The informal indentured service which had once been its beauty became equated with slavery by critics who charged that little if any supervision was prov i ded to keep the chi 1dren from being overworked. There were a 1 so complaints that Catholic children were placed in Protestant homes 
	because 
	because 
	because 
	Catholic 
	homes were 
	unacceptable 
	to 
	the 
	Protestant 

	agencies. 
	agencies. 

	Alice 
	Alice 
	did 
	not 
	live 
	in 
	a 
	society 
	with 
	ecumenical 
	and 


	philanthropic attitudes, but in an atmosphere of proselytizing and competition. For her and her brother-in-law, nationality and religion were almost identical, with wars fought in their parents' home country over the differences. Boston Protestant agencies readily gained permission to visit the jails and courts to rescue children, while the Catholics were denied access. When the Irish Catholics were granted permission to visit Deer Island it was out 
	( ~~ary Scharnhorst with Jack Bales, The Lost Life of Horatio Alger, Jr. Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 1985), p. 86. 
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	of a desire to prevent violence and to maintain Boston's harmonious reputation not from the city council's belief in the Catholic's civil rights. 
	95 

	The Boston Methodist, Congregational and Baptist agencies were strongly anti-Catholic. How could Alice Gardner approach them for They prose1yti zed Catho 1 i c chi 1 d ren and enticed them to Protestant meetings through the offer of food, candy and clothes. Priests warned Catholics to watch their children or "they (the and the Protestant street missionary was described as prowling the streets for children, like "Manchurians of old. "
	help? 
	Protestants) wi 11 get them from you!", 
	96 
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	As the Boston Irish moved into the middle class, financial support for the Catholic church and its agencies increased. Founded in 1856, the Home for Destitute Catholic Children became equivalent to the Boston Children's Aid Society with its temporary home and child-placing focus but enjoyed its Catholic church The Home for Destitute Catholic Children placed most of its charges in Massachusetts, but if Alice had left the Church, she may have felt unable to ask for their assistance, or it just was not her dec
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	For a parent, the Boston Children's Aid Society was preferab1e. It was not part of the orphan train movement, and Birtwell stressed that a child be separated from a parent only if there were grave reasons and evident advantages. The children, if removed from their home, were placed in the state. Hope remained that someday the chi 1 d ren cou1 d return to their own fami 1 i es. Also, the Boston Society had a reputation for religious tolerance as Bi rtwel 1 tried to meet needs not met by the other religious b
	100 

	Alice Gardner lived in a society that kept her powerless and caught between two religious factions. With society viewing 
	proper middle-class daughters as sexually suspect", Alice could 101 The poor had the degrading image of living in immorality and vice, whether it was true or not. Alice ' rights for property and political representation came through her husband, and with Albert dead, possibly ostracized by her own family, Alice Gardner had no one but her brother-in-law, Robert, to act in her behalf. She was an Irish Catholic who had 
	easily be declared an unfit mother. 

	•nn 
	Thurston, p. 183. 
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	found the best way to survive in America was not to create any trouble, a woman taught that men made the important decisions and controlled her 1ife and the world around her. A 1 ice was the subordinate woman society permitted her to be, even as they took her children away. 
	If A 1 ice Gardner was at the South Boston a 1 mshouse with Walter, and her other children were at Deer Island, Robert Gardner may have felt, with Walter's approaching fourth birthday, that it was time to get the children out of the institutions and into a home setting. If Alice was trying to work and keep the children at home, Robert may have felt it was time to step in and remove the children from their poverty. Fearful of the city's influence on the children without their father, he chose a Protestant ag
	102 

	Robert Gardner, a Centra1 Congregati ona1 Church member, had known about the New England Home for Little Wanderers and its focus for a long time. 103 The children sang at various Congregational churches, after which its spokesman described the New Eng 1 and Home's work and passed the offering plate. The Little Wanderers' Advocate. the Home's quarterly publication, always listed numerous donations from Congregational churches. 
	Family Account of Mabel Gardner stating her uncle, Robert Gardner, putthem into the orphanage is the only record. 
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	ong Time Dorchester Resident," Boston Evening Transcript, (Thursday, 31
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	arch 1927), p. 7. 
	The New England Home had been in existence since 1865. The Methodists started it in response to Lincoln's call "to care for him who shall have borne the battle, and for his widow, and his originally called the Baldwin Place Home, it trained and disciplined street children and after six months to one year placed them in Christian families via orphan trains. By 1867, nine trains had gone from the New England Home to the Midwest. The 
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	the 

	trips would only 
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	one 
	one 
	in 
	the 
	spring 
	and 
	another 
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	the 
	fall, 
	generally 
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	25 

	children to different cities. 107 
	children to different cities. 107 


	The New England Home for Little Wanderers' charter provided that: "it will take any destitute child without regard to race, color or parentage. They will feed, clothe and care for its bodily wants and cultivate it, in mind and heart." The children came from desperate circumstances. They came into the Home "from the inheritance of abject poverty, sin and shame, where the demon of intemperance blotted out parental feeling, -tender plants among thorns,-little sufferers through no fault of their own. Others hav
	108 
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	the Angel of Death removed their only earthly protector. 

	The New England Home for Little Wanderers took the Gardner children out of their desperate circumstances when Robert Gardner took his five 1 i ttle nieces and nephews and p 1 aced them in the orphanage. The older children, if sent to the New England Home, Since the twins were ten when they arrived in Indiana, the older ones would possibly have been 12 to 14 years old, and the orphan train agencies had found that children over 12 were not good candidates for placing out. hey ran away, especially boys. There 
	stayed in Boston. 
	-
	110 

	His motives to choose the New England Home are unknown, but Robert Gardner's religious views are suspect. As a fundamenta1 Protestant, he possibly was determined that his nieces and nephews would not be raised by an Irish woman that was Catholic. Alice Gardner may not have met the Irish stereotypes, but the childrens' very souls were at stake. Boston, with its large population of Irish Catholics in contrast to its strong Yankee population, was easily divided into two factions that drew sides and stayed firm
	opposed to each other. 
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	There are a 1 so the facts that Robert Gardner cou 1 d not financially afford to do more than turn the children over to an He had worked up into the Dorchester suburb and did not
	agency . But in 1891, he was still renting, working as a tailor in someone else ' shop, and sole supporter of his own wife and five children. Robert, just as Alice, did not have any real choice. The answers society provided for destitute people did not include keeping the family together. With his knowledge of its Christian philosophy and the value it placed on home life, The New England Home for Little Wanderers was the best Robert Gardner could do in good conscience . When the children went to the New Eng
	move as frequently as Albert. 
	112 
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	Archives from the New England Home for Little Wanderers were not made 
	available. The 1890 Boston City Directory· 
	111 

	What is known is that on May 28, 1891, a train from the Boston outh station, left for Warsaw, Indiana, carrying the Reverend arnum A. Cooper, superintendent of the New England Home, 20 other hildren along with the five little Gardners. 
	114 

	The five GardnerMary, Walter, Freddie, Willie and Mabel (L-R)Taken at the New England Home for Little Wanderers
	s 
	. 
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	114 
	t For the children to have arrived on May 30 they would have had to leave os on on May 28. "Homes Wanted for Orphan Children," Warsaw Daily Times, ~~saw, Indiana, 27 May 1891, stated the children would arrive in Warsaw on May 
	The Gardner children had never been on a train or beyond the streets of South Boston. The closed-in streets and densely packed houses gave way to large houses separated by big lawns. A little farther and the countryside opened to expansive farmland, as the train wound through Massachusetts, New York, a small part of Pennsylvania, Ohio and into Indiana. 
	The Gardners put on their brand new set of clothes made by the ladies' church auxiliaries and carried their basket lunches to the train. Mabel and Mamie carefully watched their little brothers as each knew, if they misbehaved on the trip they would be sent back to the Boston Home. At the Home, they had studied the Bible daily, listened to prayers two times a day, attended the Sunday church services and the Wednesday night prayer meeting. To 1earn the hvmns they would sing in Warsaw, the Gardner children had
	hour. 

	A few days earlier, the Reverend A.S. Kimball, the visiting agent, had gone to Warsaw to arrange for the 25 boys and girls to find homes in Kosciusko County. A notice was pub 1 i shed in the Warsaw Daily Times on May 27, 1891, to notify the town about the children's expected arrival. The town was advised that the children were a desirable selection and born in New England. If People wanted a nice child for their family they were invited to 
	"Merrill, pp. 26-2,
	. 

	the First Methodist Episcopal Church of Warsaw on June 1 where the children could be seen. 
	116 

	Warsaw, in keeping with the orphan train philosophy, was perfect. In 1890, Warsaw was a small farm town with 3,574 people and was completely removed from any large city life. Indiana's tota1 popu 1 ation was 2, 192, 404 with 59 percent of the peop1 e employed as farmers. 11s The Methodist Episcopal Church was centrally located one block from the train station. In two days, the Gardner children went from internationally known, historical Boston with 448,447 people, 46 . 3 percent of whom were immigrants, to 
	117 
	119 

	6.66 percent of its total population was made up of immigrants. 
	120 

	On May 30 the children pulled into Warsaw and spent Saturday The next morning, on Decoration Day, the children sang at the Methodist Episcopal Sunday service. The Warsaw Daily Times reported "at the close of the service there was an enthusiastic rush for the little ones by those desiring to entertain them for the day. here were 
	night in the homes arranged by the Reverend A.S. Kimball. 
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	not enough chi 1dren by 100 to supp1 Y the demands of generous u122 Siblings brought so far away from Boston were now in completely different surroundings, swarmed by strangers and separated for the day, perhaps forever. 
	&riends. 

	The Reverend Dr. Cooper preached Sunday morning at the 
	ethodist Episcopal Church and in the evening at the Christian church about the New England Home. A Methodist minister for more than 20 years and the New England Conference secretary, he had made many usefu1 contacts for the Home. Cooper and Summerv i 11 e Light, the minister of Warsaw's Methodist Episcopal Church in 1891, may have met through the Annual Conferences. 
	123 
	124 

	If any records were made about Warsaw's reasons for accepting an orphan train they have not survived. The Reverend W. c. Learned, the minister from 1882 to 1884, was an advisor for the Children's Aid Society of Indiana in Mishawaka, and may have impressed upon the parish the need to provide care for the orphaned 126 
	125 
	children of America's big cities. 
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	f "'De~auw University Archives Researcher, John R. Riggs, did a search and 
	ound no information of the New England Home or the orphan train in the 1890 or 
	United Methodist Annual Reports for Indiana. Margaret Reafsynder searched and found that no church records remain of the year 1891. 
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	warsaw provided for its orphaned and destitute children by contracting with the Mishawaka orphanage. Several Kosciusko County youth were there in March, 1891, when the Mishawaka Home had an attempted takeover by its general secretary, Julia Works. The Kosciusko County Commissioners met with her and determined that their children would remain in Mishawaka's orphanage. No effort was made to place these youth in Warsaw homes. Mishawaka, also part of the orphan train network, sent local children on to Kansas wh
	127 
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	The previous December a Warsaw township trustee had taken a destitute child to Mishawaka, yet in March the townspeople placed 22 of the 26 Boston children within two days. (One child was brought up from Peru as the previous placement had not worked.) .,.. he newspaper advertised "a more brighter, neater, more i nte11 i gent 1ot of chi 1 d ren cou1 d not be we 1 1 found. "132 The town was commended "that they secured homes where they can grow to man and womanhood away from the poverty and crime that might ot
	130 
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	• warsaw Daily Times, 19 December 1890 reported a child was taken to the Mishawaka Home by the township trustee. 
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	advantage to the poor 1 e wa1 s. 
	It became apparent by Wednesday that the statement, not enough children by 100, was an obvious exaggeration, as the Warsaw paper made a plea for four boys not yet taken. The journalist gave their names and informed the town that their brothers and sisters were already placed, and these four would be separated from their siblings and returned to Boston if not taken. People were advised to "call until Friday at the M.E. Church, Warsaw." 
	134 

	Freddie Gardner, nine years old, had not been picked. Why not Freddie? The paper assured the townspeople that he and the others were nice boys. Maybe the rapid changes in his 1i fe and being shuffled off with strangers after church without his brothers and sisters had been too much for the child. Mabel and Mamie, ten years old, went together to Hiram and Dora Sarber's home. J.F. Kinch wanted six-year-old Willie and four-year-old Walter now lived with Andrew and Martha Johnston. Fortunately, the newspaper's 
	135 
	Freddie was now with Ed W. Baker. 

	Dr. Cooper left a message in the Warsaw Daily Times before he left town to express his hopes that the children's character would 
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	G was Ed Baker Is Protege'" Warsaw Daily Times' 23 January 1902' p. 1. Fred ardner's obituary stated he had been placed into Baker's home. 
	be formed by family life into a moral and Christian character. He 
	also informed the town that although none of the children had been 
	adopted, they could be if the families chose. The following advice 
	on raising the children was given by Cooper: 
	1. Teach your little boy or girl to obey you in every little thing. Do not say you cannot make them mind, you can if you will. 
	hey have been taught obedience in the Home, not by cruelty, but by firmness. Now they must be taught to obey you. 
	2. 
	2. 
	2. 
	Teach them gratitude. Institutional education can teach them this but very imperfectly. Everything is done for them there and they cannot do much in return. Now, patiently teach them to do for you. They have not been accustomed to work, you must teach them. It is due you that they appreciate what you do for them, but they must learn it little by little. 

	3. 
	3. 
	Do not allow them to run the streets -to be out eveningsand you not know where they are. The education of the streets is all bad for children. 

	4. 
	4. 
	Do not pity and pet them unti 1 they begin to get the upperhand of you, for then a ti me wi 11 come when you w i 1l be obliged to turn over a new leaf and try to bring them back into subjection, and you will have a difficult job on hand. 

	5. 
	5. 
	Read over your agreement and keep it. It has been wiselydrawn up. Whenever a di ff i cu1t and doubtfu 1 case comes up, as~ yourself, "what would I do if this were my born child?" That thingdo. 

	6. 
	6. 
	Exercise a firm, consistent, Christian family governmentand do not forget you have God to help you. 


	Cooper closed by thanking the ministers and the committee for 
	"judiciously and faithfully helping in selecting good homes and 
	Protecting him from placing the children with incompetent and 
	138 
	mp roper persons. "

	These placements, as others arranged by the New England Horne, 
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	To the Little Wanderers' Friends,'' Warsaw Daily Times, 4 June 1891, p.
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	2. 
	were brothers and sisters placed out near each other. The Home followed that procedure for two reasons: one, the older ones were less likely to run off with younger siblings in the area; two, the placements of girls created situations where sexual abuse The possibility of sexual abuse made many agencies shy away from placing very many girls. The New England Home dealt with that problem by assuring itself that if the girls' siblings were in the area it had done all it could to protect them. 
	frequently occurred. 

	assure the ministers and the families of the girls' morality, girls arrested for crimes of chastity were unacceptable for the gentee1 New Eng 1 and Home. 
	139 

	The placements of girls were also more difficult as midwestern farmers found boys more useful, and lower-class girls were considered more difficult to reform. As Brace stated "the girl-vagrant develops body and mind earlier than the boy, and the habits of vagabondism stamped on her in childhood are more difficult to wear off,"140 and poorer class girls crowded into apartments with male family members "lose very early the modesty which is the great shield of purity; it is impossible for her to retain any fem
	reserve ... 
	141 
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	others were placed in Warsaw. 
	The placements of the Gardner children were typical for orphan trains. There was a written agreement though not a legal contract, a common factor with all orphan trains. The placements were made quickly with little if any investigation into the foster families, as the time between the initial notice of the children's expected arrival and their actual placement was 12 days. The 
	ocal committee, probably made up of Methodist and Christian church members, left no records. Without records it is unknown if the committee was silent when a questionable person wanted a child, or if even in Warsaw, people truly knew everyone well enough to weed out the undesirable. 
	Boston's New England Home for Little Wanderers avo i ded the quantity of criticism from Catholics about its orphan trains by keeping a lower profile. No Horatio Alger, Jr. proclaimed its good works, instead it quietly went about its business of placing chi 1 d ren into homes each year. The New Eng 1 and Home had 1ess conflict with the Catholics than the New York Children's Aid Society, but they worked in a peaceful diocese, peaceful from a lack of power and from the Catholic's desire to gain greater governm
	The New England Home's supervision of placements was minimal. 
	t generally consisted of the visiting agent checking on children from previous orphan train placements while placing out 25 more No records remain of any follow-up visits in the Warsaw area, but the child brought up from Peru, Indiana, lends to the conclusion that some contact could be made with the New England Home if a placement needed to be changed. Although such recourse would appear to be more likely from the adults who received an unsuitable child rather than a child having much recourse if a change w
	chi1dren in the area. 

	As for the ability of the Gardner siblings to look after each other, Ed Baker and the Sarbers 1ived at Silver Lake, 10 miles south of Warsaw. The Kinches lived on the outskirts of Warsaw and the Johnstons lived in the town of Warsaw. Their placements were close enough for the children to remain in contact with each other occasionally, but not on a regular basis because the children would attend different schools and possibly different churches. Realistically what could a child do if a sister or brother was 
	142 
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	The Gardner children from available information were placed with families where they were well treated. They were not simply a means of providing cheap labor. The Sarbers and the Kinch's were 
	'The Sarbers are in the 1891 Lake Township, Kosciusko County, tax ~ssessment records book. Fred Gardner's obituary listed him as having resided Ln Silver Lake with Ed Baker before moving to Goshen. 
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	'·)This was determined from finding J.F. Kinch in the Prairie Township tax assessment book and Andrew Johnston in the Wayne Township tax assessment book. 
	farmers. Andrew Johnston was a carpenter. Ed Baker was an undertaker. 146 The Johnstons and the Sarbers, married in 1883, remained childless until they met the train from Boston and made the Gardner chi 1 d ren a permanent part of their f ami 1ies. 147 Ed saker was a 25 year old single manwhose relationship with Fred was equated to that of a big brother. The Kinch fami 1 y structure is unknown. 150 The families were certainly financially able to provide for the children's needs. None were poor, in fact the 
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	144This was determined by their addresses of RFD 7 for the Kinches and RR2 for the Sarbers in the tax assessment books. 
	·The 1910-1914 Warsaw City Directory listed Andrew Johnston as a carpenter as did his obituary in the Mishawaka Enterprise, 18 May 1927. 
	45

	"Ed W. Baker was determined from the 1900 Elkhart County Census, Goshen City. 
	1

	'The Johnstons were registered in the Kosciusko County Marriage Index 18821920, g. 144. The date of the Sarbers' marriage was given in Hiram Sarber's obituary, Warsaw Daily Times, 14 May 1896, p. 3. 
	47 
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	'481900 Elkhart County Census. 
	warsaw Daily Times, 23 January 1902, p. 1. 
	149

	~fo Kinches were found in the 1900 Kosciusko County Census with William listed as a resident. The Kinches were not found in the Prairie Township tax assessment book after 1893 . 
	150

	,
	..

	) The 1891 tax assessment records for the Sarbers gave their personalProperty as $1, 160, the Johnstons at $15, the Kinches at $35. The 1887 tax assessment of Albert Gardner gave $2 as his valuation in dollars. Ed W. Baker Was not found. 
	Placing out for the Gardners did not prevent life's problems, for death also came on the wholesome farms of Indiana. Mamie Gardner died from a ruptured appendix soon after she arrived. 152 Mabel Gardner, by the time she was 15, once again experienced the 1oss of her father figure when on May 14, 1896, 34-year-old Hiram sarber died from tuberculosis, one week after his three-old-son died from the same disease. Mabel and Mrs. Dora Sarber decided to move back to town where Mabel, though never formally adopted,
	153 
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	~-~".s. 
	~ 
	Mabel Gardner/Sarber approximately age 14. 
	'52Family accounts are the only record. 
	a. 
	a. 
	a. 
	Cemetery indexes and the Kosciusko County Death Index, 1882-1920, were checked for Mary/Mamie Gardner/Sarber.

	b. 
	b. 
	Chamness-Tucker Funeral Home, the oldest funeral home in Silver Lake was contacted upon advice of a Warsaw reference librarian but no records exist from the 1890' s. 

	c. 
	c. 
	Searched Lakeview Cemetery in Silver Lake as Sarber's son was buried there and Oakwood Cemetery in Warsaw as Hiram Sarber was buried there to see if Mamie Gardner's grave could be found. 

	d. 
	d. 
	A possibility is that she was buried on the Sarber farm with no record made. 


	153110bituary and Biographical," Warsaw Daily Times, 14 May 1896, p. 3. 
	51The 1900 Kosciusko Census, Wayne Township. 
	Freddie Gardner removed from the evils of Boston was still attracted to the big city life. By the time he was 19, he moved to Chicago and 1 i ved in a Madi son Street hote1 , where he a 1 so worked as a baker. On January 14, 1902, he and a friend wanted to go somewhere on a cable car, but then Freddie changed his mind and ~opped off, slipped and fell beneath the wheels and was crushed. Just as with Mamie, Freddie's foster parent handled the arrangements. Ed Baker, as parents do in such tragedies, identified
	decided not to go. At the Haymarket Theater, he quickly 
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	The three remaining Gardner children grew up and lived re1ati ve1 y norma 1 , uneventfu 1 1 i ves. None became vagrants or drunks or lived on the dole. They successfully met the goals of the New England Home. Willie Gardner remained a bachelor and moved to Indianapolis. He lived a simple life at a boarding house and worked at a drug store. Mabel Gardner married and lived out her life in Missouri, although she always stayed in contact with her two brothers. She had no chi 1 d ren. Walter, as a 21 year old, w
	157 
	158 

	16 January 1902, p. 3narsaw Daily Times, 23 January 1902, p. 1'571910 Indianapolis City Directory listed his address as Illinois House, p
	'))"Young Man Killed," Warsaw Daily Times, 
	. 
	"6
	. 
	.

	433. Interview with Edith Johnston provided the information on his occupation. 
	158Family Accounts. 
	1gos. On May 28th, the seventeenth anniversary of his departure from Boston, he and Mary Ellen Patterson became Mr. and Mrs. Walter 
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	J. Johnston. 160 He moved to Mishawaka, Indiana, worked at studebaker's and had three children. Neither he nor his brother nor sister ever returned to Boston . 
	Walter and Mary Johnston with their daughter, Mabel 
	. 

	Kosciusko County Court record no. 10964, 23 May 1908, adoption of Walter Joseph Gardner by Andrew David and Martha Jane Johnston. 
	159

	°Kosciusko County Marriage index 1882-1920, p. 265. 
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	The orphan train for Albert and Alice Gardner's children was society's answer for the era. It was the most economical means to remove large numbers of children from city streets. Massachusetts did begin to try to keep families together, provided the home was not unfit, but it was too late for Alice. The state law passed in 1893 gave relief through the Overseers of the Poor to widows until their children were old enough to work. If the 1aw had been passed in 1887, perhaps the Gardner children could have stay
	161 

	The orphan trains operated on the belief that the individual "who can be inf1uenced"1was put on the right path of 1 i fe through the influences of a good family. The family influenced the child to be a good worker and a respectable citizen for life. The belief that middle-class family values were the answer to vagrancy, intemperance, and laziness was a naive if not judgmental view of people with values other than their own, yet it was better than letting poverty, neglect and abandonment of children continue
	62 

	John Boswell in The Kindness of Strangers expresses the modern view that "Christianity may well have increased the rate of abandonment. "163 He bases this upon the church requiring all sexual 
	161Robert A. Bremner, ed., Children and Youth in America, A Documentary lli.story. Vol. II. 1866-1932. Parts 1-6 (Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1971), p. 348. 
	162Thomas Bender, The New York Intellect. A History of Intellectual Life in ~w York City From 1750 to the Beginnings of Our Own Time, (New York: KnopfPublishers, 1987), p. 198. 
	63John Boswell, The Kindness of Strangers (New York: Pantheon Books, 1988), 
	63John Boswell, The Kindness of Strangers (New York: Pantheon Books, 1988), 
	p. 430. 

	acts to be procreative in purpose and its providing a means of humanely caring for abandoned children. His view is one held through history that by helping people they are encouraged to stay dependent. For the Gardners, the New England Home certainly provided a way out, but if it had not existed, if orphan trains had not been available, what then? Even the Boston Children's Aid society most likely would have removed them from Alice's home. What would Alice have had to resort to in order to make a living for
	Something needed to be done for the Gardner children. They were taken to the New England Home for Little Wanderers. The Home sent the children to Warsaw as it was a nice small farm town. Walter needed parents. Andrew and Martha Johnston, childless members of the. First Baptist Church of Warsaw, came to the Methodist Episcopal Church to see if one child might be right for them. They saw a little red-haired boy. No home study. No six month trial period to keep the arrangements unsettled. Just a spontaneous de
	during his father's last days. 
	164 

	Reformers such as Brace, Birtwell and Merrill created new avenues of help for children. They created this aid in the form of expedient, practical and spontaneous work. With the typical 
	'61."0bituary," Mishawaka Enterprise, 18 ~lay 1927. 
	answer of almshouses for the poor , Brace, Birtwell and Merrill used original answers that they created. Their originality brought hope that there was an answer to the thousands of destitute children. These reformers did not stay in the accepted model of institutions but responded from their hearts with the certainty that family life was best, and each did what they could to make that happen for every child brought to their att ention. Spontaneity in their methods of urban reform clearly distinguished them 
	The orphan train had no bureaucratic red tape to create long delays. The placement decisions were made quickly, as the ministers were led from their heart. The qui ck action caused detractors of the orphan trains to declare the reformers ' motives were to dump their problems on other states as quickly as possible. The criticism of orphan trains had the positive outcome of encouraging reformers to push states to create child abuse laws and child labor laws. Also, because the orphan train made the children ' 
	The modern i ndustri a 1 age had removed the extended fami 1 y network . Extended families had been the safeguard against large numbers of abused, destitute and abandoned children. For nineteenth-century Americans, one parent often stood between the child and the streets, and one event, like Albert Gardner ' s death, cou 1 d put them there. The change in society from the extended f am; 1 y to the nuc1ear f ami 1 y made soci et change its view of 
	The modern i ndustri a 1 age had removed the extended fami 1 y network . Extended families had been the safeguard against large numbers of abused, destitute and abandoned children. For nineteenth-century Americans, one parent often stood between the child and the streets, and one event, like Albert Gardner ' s death, cou 1 d put them there. The change in society from the extended f am; 1 y to the nuc1ear f ami 1 y made soci et change its view of 
	community responsibility. A sense of community, a need to care for others and to do so immediately, created the placing-out svstem. 

	Today's society unfamiliar with indentured servants and apprentices looks on the orphan train system as dangerous, if not heartless, but it was a viable solution for the time. Today's welfare system, a bureaucratic machine, does not stand out as the perfect solution either, as it keeps people locked into the system for generations. Once on the street the homeless cannot find housing. One hundred years later the labels have changed, but street people (vagrants) and homeless (wayward and destitute) children s
	Given the choices available to the widowed Alice Gardner and her brother-in-law, Robert, with five children too young to work, needing education, clothes, food and a warm bed, the orphan train was the best answer for the children. It disrupted their lives with Alice and no contact with her was ever made again, yet the children always remained in contact with each other. Contact was made with some of the Boston relatives as Robert's daughter, Flora Gardner, came to Indiana in the early 1950's and visited her
	Walter and Mabel with Flora Gardne
	r 

	Walter & William in front of William's Indianapolis Boarding Hous
	e 

	The rest of the Gardners? After the five young children left, ;fe went on for them much as before. John and Mary Gardner lived out their lives in Providence, Rhode Island. Mary died in 1893 when she was 69, and John died in 1899 at the age of 79. Swan point Cemetery, where they are buried, is a lavish cemetery set against the shore with mausoleums, monuments, fountains, shrubs and flowers. 
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	Robert Gardner Ellen Gardner Taken at the Boardwalk, Atlantic City, New Jersey 
	swan Point Cemetery, Providence, Rhode Island, burial records. These also Provided the information that John Gardner's father was named Robert, and that Mary Gardner's parents were Peter and Isabella Patterson. 
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	166D . 27
	en1son, p. . 
	Robert Gardner continued to work as a tailor and remained a faithful member of the Central Congregation Church in Boston. By 1900, he was able to take out a loan to purchase his own home in oorchester. His five children, John, Isabella, Flora, Nellie and Evelyn, always lived near him. He and his wife, Ellen, and their four daughters are buried side by side in the Cedar Grove Albert ' s grave? In 1938, Isabella (Gardner) Sharpe , Robert ' s daughter , arranged for her husband, John, to be buried on Alice bec
	167 
	cemetery. 
	168 
	top of Albert. 
	169 

	But, Albert will not be buried and Alice will not be forgotten, for the storyteller will continue to weave this tale to hand down the memory of Albert and Alice Gardner to future generations. 
	61 The 1900 Massachusetts Census, Suffolk County. i6Bcedar Grove Cemetery, Dorchester, Massachusetts, burial records. 169Ibid. 
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	ADDENDUM 
	Many people placed out did not have the fortune of a sister like Mabel Gardner who kept the siblings aware of their relationship and their familyhistory. There are agencies to assist people who were part of an orphan train experience and are searching for relatives. 
	Two of these agencies are: 
	The Orphan Train Heritage Society of America 4453 S. 48th Street Springdale, Arkansas 72764 
	The New England Home for Little Wanderers Marilyn Sneden, Director of Family Resources 161 S. Huntington Avenue Boston, Massachusetts 02130 
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