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This handsome volume will be an essential guide for all students of 
Australian folklore. The entries are by various authors (longer entries are 
signed), and range from single paragraphs to eleven pages long. Longer 
entries incorporate citations to relevant literature, and some have brief 
bibliographies appended. The book is both an introduction to the stuff of 
Australian folklore and a resource guide for anyone wishing to do research or 
fieldwork in this area, with entries for collectors, scholars, and folk performers; 
cultural and ethnic organizations; and archives, publications, and folklore 
organizations both national and local. 

Most of the entries demonstrate a high standard of scholarly and 
folkloristic expertise, and contributors eschew easy romantic-nationalist 
claims and assumptions. Folk song, ballad, music, dance, and folk speech 
each receive a lengthy treatment, but material culture and narrative are 
not slighted. Ethnic groups, Aboriginal folklife, and Koorie (Aboriginal) 
languages are all represented, and the entries include occupational folklore, 
humor, children's folklore, and women's folklore. 

The book is aimed at an Australian audience, as indicated by the 
numerous unexplained Australianisms in the text. For example, a weather 
belief is recorded from school children to the effect that "finding a yabbie 
in a watershed while irrigating is a sign of impending drought" (p. 67). Yet 
the Companion has no entry for "yabbie". However, much here will interest 
all folklorists. One finds Australian versions of international genres and 
topics, such as the Bunyip (a fictitious lake monster), and the bushranger 
(the Australian social banditloutlaw hero). Some entries have unique and 
refreshingly different perspectives: take the entry on the country hall, 
which was the locus of rural community dances (and courtship behavior), school 
end-of-year concerts, and reverse deb balls by rugby clubs. 
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The book's value as a reference tool would be greatly improved by 
the addition of a table of contents. This would have saved me much time; at 
one point, I searched in vain for entries on religion-paging through the 
entire volume to look first for "Religion," then "Folk Religion," "Folk 
Belief," and finally looking up specific religions and denominations. 

The volume also badly needs an index and a more systematic system 
of cross-references, particularly in light of the idiosyncratic headings that 
adorn many entries. For example, the issue of Australian national character 
is admirably discussed by Michael Roe in "Australian Legend." With no 
index, one would only find this information by stumbling upon it. Similarly, 
the reader searching for exhaustive information on Australian folk poetry 
will find an entry on that topic, which includes a reference to "Broadside 
ballads." However, the reader will not be directed from broadside ballads to 
folk poetry. There is a reference to the extensive (seven-page) entry on "Frank 
the Poet," a prolific nineteenth-century ballad maker, but it is buried in the 
broadside ballads entry. 

The numerous photographs are an outstanding feature of the Companion. 
Sadly, however, they are neither listed nor keyed to entries in the text. I was 
intrigued by the photograph of women doing what the caption called the "Chook" 
dance (p 155); but with no cross-reference in the caption, and no index, I did not 
know where to turn for more information on the chook dance. (In fact, a "chook" 
is a chicken-the women in the photo appeared to be imitating chickens-but 
I did not find this information in the Companion.) 

These technical complaints aside, The O.@ord Companion to Australian 
Folklore is ample proof that Australian folkloristics has come of age. 
Both scholarly and popular folkloristic activity is alive and well down 
under, and this volume will bring more light to this terra incognita of 
the folkloristic map. 

John McDowell. So Wise Were Our Elders: Mythic Narratives from the 
Kamsi. Lexington: University of Kentucky Press, 1994. Pp. 285, 
bibliography, index. $45.00 cloth. 

Lisa Gabbert 
University of California, Los Angeles 

John McDowell's book So Wise Were Our Elders: Mythic Narratives 
from the Kamsa' provides a first-hand account of Kams5 sacred narratives. 
McDowell identifies mythic narratives as stories which, while considered 


