
GLOBALIZATION: THE OLD WAY OF DOMINATION MADE NEW 

Anthony D. Ware 

Submitted to the faculty of the University Graduate School 
in partial fulfillment of the requirements 

for the degree 
Master of Liberal Studies 

in the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences of 
Indiana University 

December 2013 



Accepted by the Graduate Faculty, Indiana University, in partial fulfillment of the 
requirements for the degree of Master of Liberal Studies. 

MLS Committee: 

~~--:; 
....__ .. ,,_ ,,..,...,,,,, 

Bruce McDonald, Ph.D. 

Date of Oral Examination: December 13, 2013 

ii 



Acknowledgements 

I would like to thank Micheline Nilsen for informing me about the Master of Liberal 
Studies program and for recognizing that I could complete the program; my thesis 
advisor Kenneth Smith for accepting me into the Master of Liberal Studies program, 
inspiring my title, and for his patience that made it possible to continue when times 
became rough for me; Dr. Bruce McDonald III for his contribution in the 
interdisciplinary political side of this thesis; and Dr. Theodore Randall for challenging 
me over and over again about my ideals, beliefs, and theories. I would also like to thank 
Dr. Joseph Chaney who spent many hours with me fine-tuning my thesis proposal. 

iii 



Abstract 

For centuries, the dominate culture in America has used the system of capitalism or the 
political economy to their advantage to effect black people's economic, political, and 
social context negatively. From a historical prospective, this thesis examines why and 
how the dominate culture in America has used legal declarations, religion, propaganda, 
and fear too psychologically and socially condition the mass of black people to reject 
their African culture and accept the more dominate European culture as their own. By 
rejecting their African heritage, black people were transformed into a different type of 
people than they were when they first arrived in America. This transformation has caused 
them to suffer from a syndrome of self-hatred for themselves resulting in envy, jealousy, 
and violence behavior toward each other. 

Within the system of America's political economy or capitalism, there are three covert 
systems of superiority that have marginalized black people's economic, political and 
social progress in America. They are called structural violence, institutional racism, and 
social domination. These systems have for centuries penetrated the sub conscious mindset 
of black people causing them to act not in accordance to their own best interest, but in the 
interest of the dominate culture. The research suggests that the three covert systems have 
set in motion four historical events that is attributed to the present day dire condition and 
behavior of black people in America today. They are the institutional of slavery, re
enslavement, failure of black leadership, and integration. 

Today, there is a fifth element that continues to enhance the other four but in a different 
format, called globalization. America is now an important member of a new global 
economic order among nations. Under a global economy, the economic policies of close 
borders and tariff restrictions of the past have been eliminated. This open border policy 
has allowed American corporations to expand their businesses operations unimpeded to 
other markets around the world in search of other markets and cheap laborers to exploit. 
As a result of American corporations offshoring their business operations globally, many 
of America's cities have become deindustrialized and urban black communities have 
been disenfranchised. The concluding fact is that under the system of globalization the 
masses of black people and their communities are not thriving under a global economy 
among nations, but they are still suffering as they have in the past from high 
unemployment, crime, mass incarceration, and gentrification than any other ethnic 
community within America. 

iv 



Table of Contents 

Introduction 1 

Chapter One Slavery: A Global Economic Institution 12 

Why Were West Africans Chosen to Be Slaves in America? 13 

A Social-Psychological Conditioning Process: The Making of 19 
a Slave 

Slave Masters Who Used Subtle Forms of Psychological 23 
Conditioning to Control Their Slaves. 

The Dire Condition of Black People Today a Result from 26 
Slavery? 

Chapter Two Reconstruction or Re-Enslavement 34 

A Brief Taste of Freedom: The Ex-Slave Moves Forward 35 

The Great Betrayal by the United States Government 38 

The Process to Re-enslave Black People 43 

Black Sharecroppers and the Corp Lien Agreements 50 

Black People lack Power to Change their Dire Conditions 53 

Chapter Three Those Who are the Same Kin are not the Same Kind 56 

Afro-American League Organizations 59 

The Rise of the Black Elites: The Talent Tenth/Boule 60 

Universal Negro Improvement Association (UNIA) 63 

Chapter Four The Failure to Integrate 70 

Did Black Leadership Bargain Away Black People's Future 71 
for Mainstream Integration? 

How Professional Social Movement Organizations (SM Os) 78 
Were Used to Control the Traditional Classic Social 
Movement Organizations 

v 



White Flight: An Opposition to Integration 83 

Did Integration Help or Hurt the Black Masses? 89 

Chapter Five 
Globalization: A New Form of European Domination 93 

Globalization: A Threat to the Cultural Identity of Black 95 
People 

Globalization Has Caused Mass-Employment for Poor Black 97 
People in Favor of Immigrant Workers 

What Happens When Employment Disappears within Black 101 
Communities 

Joblessness Leads to Mass Incarceration 104 

Globalization and the Prison Industrial Complex 106 

Gentrification: The Twentieth-First Century Urban Renewal 109 
Project 

Conclusion 116 

Work Cited ------------------------------------------------------------------------ 119 

Appendices ------------------------------------------------------------------------ 128 

vi 



Ware 1 

Introduction 

Today, in America, the masses of black people and their communities are in dire 

condition. The majority of black people are not living the so-called "American Dream"; 

but to the contrary, they are living an "American Nightmare." I have witnessed firsthand 

nightmarish conditions when traveling through many of America's cities both big and 

small (e.g. New York, Chicago, Indianapolis, and South Bend). Within these cities, the 

masses of black people live in neighborhoods where the houses and buildings are old and 

dilapidated and the neighborhood streets are littered with trash along with numerous 

cracks and potholes (Wilson 13). These dire conditions in black communities are 

primarily due to the lack of wealth within their communities. These deplorable conditions 

within black communities have caused crime, unemployment, and incarceration rates to 

increase. The question arises: why are the masses of black people suffering from such 

social degradation? Why does it seem as if the masses of black people are at the top of 

all America's society's ills? Is their dire condition only due to a lack of wealth/income or 

are there more serious elements involved? 

The U.S. Census reported in 2012 that the median income of white households is 

$62,545, while the median of black households is $38,409 or only 61.4% of what white 

households earn (U.S. Census 2012). This amount is minor compared to the median 

wealth for both black and white household. The Pew Research Center reports that the 

median wealth (assets minus debts) of a black household is $5,677, compared to the 

median wealth of the typical white household is $113,149 (Kochhar et.al 2, Cox 88). This 

means that the typical white household has twenty times the wealth of the typical black 



household. Such a dramatic disparity in wealth between these two groups denotes 

significant inequality and demands further discussion. 
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The income and wealth disparities between black and white households could 

explain why there are measurable differences between the socioeconomic statuses of both 

racial groups. For example, in 2010, 25.8% of black people were living below the 

poverty line, compared to 10% of whites. The national unemployment rate for whites was 

8.7% compared to the unemployment rate for blacks, which was at 16%. The 

unemployment rate for young black males between the ages of 16 to 19 in 2010 was 

43%, compared to 23.2% for white males of the same ages. In 2009, the incarceration 

rate for every 100,000 black males was 3,119 compared to 487 for white males (National 

Urban League 2011 25-35). These statistics are also startling and demonstrates a serious 

economic and social problem exist within black communities. In response to these 

statistics, we might ask, are the masses of black people lazy, or do the masses of black 

people lack the financial and family ordinate fortitude needed to maintain their lives and 

communities? 

The National Research Council attempted to answer these questions in 1989, but 

came to a useful, but incomplete conclusion, when they examined the political-social

economic disparities between black and white people since World War II. They suggest 

that in the last five decades the economic and social disparities between black and white 

communities are due to racial discrimination (Johnson A6). Anderson Franklin 

suggests in Racism and Invisibility that the above statistics are results from three different 

elements of racial discrimination which are individual racism, institutional racism, and 

cultural racism (11). Individual racism is "acts and attitudes that express a person's 
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prejudices." Institutional racism is "the process whereby individual racist beliefs, 

nurtured by convictions of power and authority, are converted into discriminatory 

policies and procedures of the institution." Cultural racism is the result of "the privileged 

group's power to determine values, beliefs, attitudes, and principles so that they become 

legitimate expressions of its cultures" (Franklin 12). Therefore, racism is practiced by 

those who have power to enforce it. Racism is a mechanism used by those in powerful 

positions to shape and dictate the economic and social disparities of black people in the 

Untie States and around the world. 

In the context of racism and racial discrimination, this project provides a critical 

analysis of the historical factors that have shaped the contemporary social psychological 

and political economic conditions of black people. I argue that for society to understand 

the present-day condition of black people and their communities, we must first 

understand the root of the problem, which I conclude is "the legacy of racism/white 

supremacy." To assist me in this understanding, I utilized historical and social science 

literature from both mainstream and Afrocentric sources. Both the Afrocentric and 

mainstream perspectives have their particular strengths and weaknesses. For example, 

Afrocentric literature is both intellectual and political. It is political because it advocates 

Black Nationalism (independence) and places a strong emphasis on the legacy of White 

Supremacy on the contemporary social, psychological, political, and economic conditions 

of black people. It is intellectual because it places an emphasis on black contributions to 

world history and culture. Both are essential and linked. The intellectual is used to 

accomplish and address the political. The intellectual in this sense is from an Afrocentric 

perspective the helps re-activate the consciousness that was suppressed in black people 
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during slavery and Jim Crow (semi-slavery). An intellectual Afrocentric perspective help 

me and other black people critique and correct our social and psychological problems that 

emphasizes how racism administered by mainstream American has played a major role in 

black people's dire conditions of (Mazama 392). Molefi Asante (1991) defines 

Afrocentricity as: 

the study of the ideas and events from the standpoint of Africans as the key 
players rather than the victims. This theory becomes by virtue of an authentic 
relationship to the centrality of our own reality, a fundamentally empirical project. 
.. it is Africa asserting itself intellectually and psychologically, breaking the 
bonds of Western domination in the mind as an analogue for breaking those bonds 
in every other field. (172) 

Thus, Afrocentric literature recognizes the significance of African history and culture and 

its contribution to world history and culture. In addition, the Afrocentric perspective 

emphasizes the influence of the legacy of white supremacy on the contemporary 

economic and social conditions of black people. However, those who critique the 

Afrocentric approach argue that it creates a great deal of confusion when it is introduced 

to them because many of the major positions stated in the Afrocentric perspective counter 

what many black people have been taught or believe. For example, the Afrocentric 

perspective suggests that: 1) black people have been mis-educated (i.e., it isn't true that 

have made no significant contribution to Western civilization, or that European culture 

and history is superior to all other, or that blacks in the Western world have retained little 

or none of their African culture), 2) ancient Egypt was a black civilization, and 3) current 

social and economic conditions of black people are a result of past and present practices 

of white domination (Woodson 21-23; Asante 1990, p.6, Wilson 8, 30). In addition, many 

scholars criticize the majority of Afrocentric studies of the condition of black because 

they have not been vigorously peered reviewed. 
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In contrast to the Afrocentric perspective, the mainstream perspective can assume 

the authority of academia because its studies have been argues peer reviewed, published 

by academia, academic presses, larger commercial publishers, and have the support of the 

general population. They suggest that black people's "problem exists and changes 

because of conditions and forces operating in the larger American society" (Myrdal 

xxvii). Nevertheless, it could be argued that the overwhelming majority of mainstream 

literature about black people is from a Eurocentric viewpoint and is written by either 

Europeans (including European-Americans) or non-European people (black 

professionals) who were trained in Western (European) educational institutions and that 

these scholars fail to address the heart of black people's problems. One who is trained 

from the mainstream perspective cannot help but emphasize European culture and values 

and downplay contributions to the world by a non-European ethnic group. 

Mainstream scholarships tend to view European cultural manners, intellectual life, 

and social institutions as the ideal type of normality (Appiah 728, Dussel 469-4 71 ). 

Moreover, and most importantly, the mainstream perspective tends to downplay the 

impact of racism (more specifically, White Supremacy) on the social and economic lives 

of people of color (Karenga 46). The majority of mainstream literature about black 

people of African descent is rooted in racism which marginalizes Afrocentric history, 

culture, and values as unimportant and inferior. Nevertheless, some Eurocentric 

scholarship brings value to this project through the heavy emphasis on the influence of 

political economy; especially the impact of the political economic phenomena of 

capitalism and now the advent of globalization on the lives of people. 
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Both perspectives place a heavy reliance on history and could be best understood 

by explaining how racism and political economic processes have caused the dire 

condition of black people today. To accomplish this, I connect the evolution of four 

major political and social eras of America's history which involved black people. They 

are Slavery (1555-1865), the reconstruction Period (1865-1877), and Jim Crowism and 

the failure of black leadership, and the failure of the Civil Rights Movement (1877-

present). There is also a fifth element, which is a revised version of the other four, called 

globalization. Globalization is designed to uplift the lives of all people and countries 

from around the world through technologies and cultural exchanges. However, some 

countries have experienced the effects from globalization as just another version of 

colonization and imperialism (Adeleke 2005, Castles 53). In response, I contend that 

globalization is an updated version of the other four geopolitical and social elements and 

it derives the same political economy (capitalism) as the other four. 

Before I continue, I must elaborate by defining a few concepts and phenomena 

that are essential to this project. For example, racism is a power system dynamic, 

therefore. I would define racism as: 

A system of dominance, power, and privilege based on racial group 
designations ... where members of the dominant group create or accept their 
societal privilege by maintaining structures, ideology, values, and behavior 
that have the intent or effect of leaving non dominant-group members 
relatively excluded from power, esteem, status, and/or equal access to 
societal resources. (Harrell 43) 

Frances W el sing, a black psychiatrist, researched the history of racism/white supremacy 

in her book The Isis Papers: The Keys to the Colors. She suggests racism/white 

supremacy is systematically imposed by persons who classify themselves as white 

against those persons who are classified as non-white (black, brown, yellow, and red) 
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(20). She suggests that the system of racism/white supremacy is consciously and 

subconsciously embedded within the majority of white people's "patterns of perception, 

logic, symbol formation, thought, speech, action, and emotional response, as conducted 

simultaneously in all areas of activity (i.e. economics, education, entertainment, labor, 

law, religion, politics, sex, and war)" (21 ). 

The political economy in this context refers to "a developed product of a variety 

of intellectual and political movements" (Rosenberry 162). In analyzing the sociological 

effects caused by political economy, I refer to Paul Framer and Johan Galtung's concept 

of "structural violence." This term was framed originally in 1969 by Galtung as referring 

to "any constraint on human potential due to economic and political structures" (Winters 

1 ). Galtung suggests that if a people (black) are prevented from having equal access to 

resources, political power, education, health care, legal representation, adequate schools, 

humane working conditions, and unsafe living environments, then structural violence has 

occurred (Winters 1). Farmer broadened Galtung's term in 2003 suggesting that: 

Structural violence is violence exerted systematically--that is, indirectly--by 
everyone who belongs to a certain social order; hence the discomfort these 
ideas provoke in a moral economy still geared to pinning praise or blame on 
individuals actors. In short, the concept of structural violence is intended to 
inform the study of the social machinery of oppression. (3 07) 

Social-psychology (especially social conditioning) in this context refers to the 

adaptation process black people experienced when they were brought to America during 

the era of slavery (Kardiner 42). Kardiner states in his book The Mark of Oppression that 

Social-psychology is a science of adaptation, "It focuses on the minutiae of adaptation of 

the individual to the environment, natural, and human" (4). In other words, for black 

people to be submissive and accept their dire condition as normal they have been 
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conditioned psychologically to see their social and economic condition as normal 

(Kardiner 115). Therefore, a brief historical timeline is outlined here that would explain 

how the history of racism and the history of socio-psychological conditioning of both 

white and black people would help one to understand why within the majority of 

America's cities and towns today there are extreme social and economic disparities 

resulting in dire conditions within black communities. 

The first chapter examines how the masses black people's economic and social 

problems in America today is rooted within the legacy of slavery. During the era of 

slavery, African people were molded to be slaves through a psychological conditioning 

process that had eliminated their entire historical context as African people. This 

psychological conditioning process has distorted their historical African identify into 

persons the mainstream labeled as: Niggers, Negroes, Black People, Afro-Americans, and 

African-Americans, among others. For generations, this psychological conditioning 

process has created within the hearts and minds of Black people a slave mentality that has 

caused them to suffer from an inferiority mindset, self-hatred (which includes hatred for 

each other) and to perceive white people as superior. A slave mentality still persists in the 

minds and hearts of black people today, and it is manifested through their attitudes, 

beliefs, and behavior. 

Chapter two examines the political and social process whites used to re-enslave 

black people because southern businessmen, farmers, and corporations still needed a free 

or cheap labor force in order to keep their businesses growing and the southern state's 

economies moving forward. For example, in 1865, the Thirteenth Amendment was 

passed that legally freed millions of black people from slavery. The amendment outlawed 
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slavery, "except" for the punishment of a crime. Therefore, to give southern businessmen 

and oligarchs back their free labor force, white elected officials (sheriffs and judges), in 

southern states, would arrest and convict thousands of black men and women on petty 

charges. They were then sentenced and forced to work for business owners, corporations 

(U.S. Steel and Coal), and local farmers for another 52 years without retribution. 

Chapter three explores the fact that white people were not the sole reason why 

black people have suffered social-economic-political problems. It has been overlooked by 

millions of black people that elite black men and women aided, benefited, and profited 

from black disenfranchisement. These black men and women were politically savvy, 

educated, wealthy, and some of their ancestors were slaveholders (masters). Over many 

years, white philanthropists chose and financed elite blacks to monitor and restrain the 

social, political, economic, and educational progress of the black masses. 

Chapter four is an overview of desegregation and integration of black people into 

mainstream society. Black leaders from the Civil Rights Movement such as Martin 

Luther King suggested that for the masses of black people to advance in America, they 

needed to have full access to the same resources and opportunities as whites. They felt 

that if discrimination practices are eliminated black people will advance into the 

mainstream. To the contrary, integration between the races became an illusion because 

the majority of whites did not want to fully integrate with poor or even rich blacks, and 

they did many things to illustrate it. In an attempt to be accepted by whites, black people 

foolishly gave away to other racial groups their economic power base that would have 

sustained their communities. In addition, the social-psychological and political gains 

made by black people from the 1950's to the 1960's were lost during the 1970's and 80's. 
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In the final chapter, I examine the negative ramifications from globalization on 

black communities and how it continues to manifest those historical events discussed 

above. Globalization is reshaping communities and societies around the world (Castle 

54). Black intellectuals are concerned that as the U.S. develops technical and cultural 

alliances with other nations in the age of globalization, the masses of black people's 

livelihood would be compromised. For example, black people's cultural identity would 

be considered unimportant when the mainstream white culture merge with other 

immigrant cultures that migrate to the U.S. under the system of globalization. Two, 

unskilled black people whose labor were once in demand would be replaced with cheaper 

low-skilled immigrant laborers (Clingman 2013). Three, under a global economy, cities 

within the U.S. wants to attract foreign entrepreneurs, investors, and tourists to their cities 

to invest and spend their dollars in their local economies. 

Therefore, to be a value member of the global economy, elected officials, 

entrepreneurs, and others have as their mission to gentrify, reclaim, and refurbish urban 

neighborhoods across the country. They have collaborated to gentrify valuable and 

attractive historical infrastructures within America's largest urban areas. Under the era of 

globalization, globalists have now labeled America's largest cities and other large cities 

around the world as "Mega Cities." All of the natural resources will come from these 

mega cities and extent to the rural smaller cities and towns (e.g. Chicago, Ill to South 

Bend, Ind.). 

The mission of those who are steering the global agenda among nations is to 

attract high end people from suburbia back to the city, and attract a multitude of people 

from around the world to urban communities. The people (blacks) from urban 
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communities have to be removed to make space for the multitude of people to these mega 

cities. This leaves the poor urban black (white) persons disenfranchised due to the higher 

cost ofliving in these gentrified areas. As a result, urban black men and women who are 

uneducated, unskilled, and unemployed will end up seeking wealth/income from the 

underground economy. They will most likely be arrested and placed within the 

mainstream's prison industrial complex similar to their forefathers and foremothers were 

displaced and disenfranchised during the post slavery/reconstruction period (Roberts 

1276, Wilson 67, Blackmon, 4). 
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Chapter One 

Slavery: A Global Economic Institution 

For many years, black scholars have debated that the dire conditions black people 

are experiencing today is linked to America's institution of slavery. Black scholars, 

among many white scholars have stated that slavery in any form is a crime against 

humanity. Therefore, it is safe to say that the dire condition of the masses of black 

people's started centuries ago when Europeans, and later down the line Americans used 

black America's ancestors as slaves to advance their commercial and agriculture 

institutions (Frazier 10). Europeans targeted Africa as a continent of mass resources and 

people, Europeans sought after Africa's resources to feed the needs of Europe starting at 

the region of West Africa. 

European captured/kidnapped thousands of African men and women to work their 

agriculture fields; while African chiefs traded others Africans to European for personal 

items. As years passed, on the Western Hemisphere, America became the sole leader in 

slave trading industry. They shipped millions of the today's African-Americans ancestors 

to the Western Hemisphere for enslavement (Anderson 108, Karenga 134-135). 

This chapter examines how Europeans and then the Americans used Western and 

Southern Africans as their slave laborers to attain and sustain their wealth, and at the 

same time collaborate their social-political-economic institutions under on system of 

global white supremacy (Karenga 19, Anderson 117, DuBois 51). The primary focus of 

this chapter is not just on the institution of slavery, but also on the way in which West 

African people were social and psychologically conditioned to accept their servitude, see 

themselves as inferior, and see white people as superior. While at the same time, the 
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masses of white people were also conditioned to view black people as inferior and 

themselves as superior (Rose 173). The social-conditioning process was administrated to 

African men and woman to wipe from their minds their history, language, and culture. 

This was done to prevent them from uniting and to view themselves not as Africans, but 

"Negroes/Niggers" (Kardiner 47, Moore 22). Furthermore, after 158 years of being an 

emancipated people, the psychological damage still resonates within the sub 

consciousness mindset of today's African-Americans ((Kardiner 48, Zuberi 149). 

Afrocentric theorists suggest that the effects from the legacy of slavery have not totally 

been broken within the mass of black Americans (Kardiner 49). The mindset of today 

black people is similar to the slave mentality of dependency, submissive behavior, and 

self-hatred their ancestors experienced (McGee 54, Anderson 108, Kardiner 48). 

Why were West Africans Chosen to be Slaves in America? 

This research starts at the fifteenth century when countries such as Portugal, 

Spain, France, Italy, and Great Britain heard of valuable resources in West Africa that 

could be used to help advance their countries out of the dark ages (Anderson 117). When 

European explores went to Africa, they befriend African Chiefs. As a gesture of their 

generosity, captured African form their tribal wars were traded for gifts to Europeans (Du 

Bois 45-51 ). Later, those same explores came back to Africa to implement an integration 

policy system in West Africa called "Imperial Colonialism." This policy was a mindset 

to confiscate their natural resources by conquering the W estem African people (Blauner 

394). Robert Blauner states in Internal Colonialism and Ghetto Revolt that the principles 
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of colonialism was not designed for fair trade and cultural exchanges between the more 

dominate European nations against the less dominate Africa nations. Instead, Imperial 

colonialism was designed to dominate and conquer all nations. Robert Blauner writes: 

Colonialism traditionally refers to the establishment of domination over 
a geographically external political unit, most often inhabited by people 
of a different race and culture, where this domination is political and 
economic, and the colony exists subordinated to and dependent upon 
the mother country. Typically the colonizers exploit the land, the raw 
materials, the labor, and other resources of the colonized nation; in 
addition a formal recognition is given to the difference in power, 
autonomy, and political status, and various agencies are set up to 
maintain this subordination (395). 

Europeans used colonialism as a geopolitical vehicle to conquer all countries, 

predominantly Africans countries, no matter the cost or loss of life (Du Bois 74, 

Anderson 81). 

Using European colonialism to rule the world, Europeans nations wanted more 

natural resources for Europe, so they expanded their slavery operations to the southern 

part of the Western Hemisphere, particularly the West Indies, where land was 

uninhabited (Domar 20, Franklin 11). The West Indies area had an abundance of rice, 

sugar cane, tobacco, com, and cotton. Europeans capitalist who represented European 

nations wanted to go to conquer the W estem Hemisphere in order to harvest those 

commodities to be shipped back to Europe (Solow 713, Du Bois 46, Franklin 10, Embree 

3 ). Barbara Solow states in Capitalism and Slavery in the Exceedingly Long Run that 

there was a need for these resources all over Europe. Among all of the commodities, 

sugar was particularly in great demand. European Capitalists believed that their Africans 

slaves could stand the heat and do the labor intensive work within the sugar fields than 

white indentured servants from Europe or the natives from the area (Anderson 130). They 
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came to this conclusion due to the fact that if an African slave tried to escape, he or she 

would be unfamiliar with the area, and he/she would be easily identified to be recaptured 

because of their skin color (Anderson 116). Thus, where one found a sugar plantation in 

the West Indies and South America, Africans slaves were in the majority on the 

plantation (Solow 713 ). 

Transporting millions of African slaves across the Atlantic Ocean to the Western 

Hemisphere and to excavate natural resources from South America and the Caribbean 

Islands back to Europe was costly. European capitalists needed to convince investors to 

invest in human capital and in an unpopulated land where there was no form of a true 

economy (Solow 713 ). A constant flow of capital was needed to subsidize the 

transportation of slaves and supplies. They had to market Africans men and women as 

labor commodities (Human Capital) instead of marketing a land mass to potential 

investors. Human Capital could be "listed as an asset in an individual's portfolio of the 

saver; slaves would be put into the category of capital, since they were purchased 

outright, and delivered a stream of services in future periods" (Solow 715). Evsey Domar 

explains in his article: The Causes of Slavery or Serfdom that the challenge European 

capitalists faced were to get investors to see that agriculture production would increase to 

Europe if "ownership of peasants and not of land that could yield an income to the 

servitors or to any non-working landowning class" (19). 

In contrast, if an investor invests in uninhabited lands first instead of human 

capital, it would take some time for that investors to see a return on their investment, but 

if one invest in human capital, that investors would see a quicker return of their 

investment. To solve their problem, European capitalists used three elements of a simple 
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agricultural structure to get investors to subsidize their agricultural enterprise production 

on the Western Hemisphere: "free land, free peasants, and non-working landowners-any 

two elements can exist but not all three simultaneously" (Domar 21 ). For example, in 

unpopulated areas, if agricultural farmers were given land freely without government 

intervention family farms would increase rather than serfs (Domar 20). Henceforth, if 

free peasant workers work and save their money, they could start their own family farms, 

and compete against other farmers. 

These capitalists predicted that if a government is in control of the land mass, it 

would eliminate competition from outsiders claiming an area of land for themselves. 

Domar implies that in order for investors to make a profit on an uninhabited land 

investment, a government needed to be in place to oversee land distribution. Non

working class landowners would be forced to pay taxes on the land, and freed peasants 

will have to work for them (21 ). Pleasants would have to work for land owners who are 

sanctioned by the government making it hard for them to quit an agricultural job, move 

around, and own land (22). In the end, land grab by a government would make it easy for 

investors to invest in slave laborers and in uninhabited agricultural areas without waiting 

for population to voluntary migrate or capital to be generated within that area (22). Their 

investments were considered as a production asset where they will see a return from the 

colonies' exports. Their saving rate would enable the investor to re-invest their profit in 

more agricultural trade and more slaves (Domar 23, Dubois 56). 

In Capitalism and Slavery in the Exceedingly Long Run, Barbara L. Solow agrees 

with Domar' s research that Europeans who invest in the Atlantic-slave trade would 

profit from "the consequent flow of capital, labor, sugar, and manufactures that would 
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turn European colonies one by one into a center of international trade, uniting Europe, 

Africa in a complex web of transactions" (717). Claud Anderson writes in Black Labor 

White Wealth that European investors expected a maximum return from their investment 

as soon as possible. So black slaves were worked very hard during their prime years, 

because older black slaves were less productive than younger slaves, and they had less 

value iftraded (114). 

Du Bois emphasizes in The World and Africa that the demand in Europe for raw 

materials was the beginning of the mass-production and transportation of West Africans 

to the Western Hemisphere. Africa used as a commercial hunting ground for black people 

to harvest the land and build a "New World" for white people on the Western 

Hemispheres (56). Africans slaves were traded and sold on the auction block similar to 

other commodities such as a cow, horse, and chicken. Henceforth, between the years of 

1600's to the 1800's, 90 percent of all Africans who were captured, kidnapped, and 

traded were shipped to South America and the Caribbean Islands for enslavement 

(Anderson 117). 

Solow adds that the transportation of laborers uninhabited agricultural lands 

started the mode of capitalism on the Western Hemisphere that created a financial 

conglomerate for investors that stretched across the Atlantic Ocean from Africa, Europe, 

North, and South America. Solow writes: 

The network of trade routes and of the international balance of 
payments joined Brazil with England, Madeira with Boston, 
Newfoundland with the Mediterranean, Holland with the West Indies, 
and Africa with northern Europe. The crucial importance of slavery to 
the development of the modern world will be missed by narrow 
nationalistic approaches. (Solow quoted Verlinden 712) 
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These trades routes became famously known as the "Triangular Trade" where European 

slave ships would ventured to the Western Hemisphere where every inch of each ship's 

bottom was lined with chained Africans men women, children who laid soaked in their 

own urination, defecation, and menstruation for weeks (Du Bois 58, Frazier 11, see 

Diagram of the Triangular Trade Routes: Appendix 1). African men, women and 

children were tortured and raped, and all were vulnerable to be thrown overboard if they 

were very sick from a disease or the ship's food and water supplies were low (Du Bois 

65). Those that were fortunate to survive the long voyage across the Atlantic Ocean were 

auctioned to the highest bidder. The top priced for a quality slave, before slave trading 

was banned in 1808, averaged as high as $1,800 per slave (Anderson 139). Those 

Africans who died or were killed along the way were dumped into the local harbor. Local 

residents that witnessed black bodies being dumped overboard refused to eat any fish 

from the harbor (Jordan 366, Du Bois 65). 

During the height of America's institution of slavery, the system became so 

horrific, brutal, and oppressive it was described as a "peculiar institution," because it 

"defied all accepted religious precepts and secular standards of normative behavior. 

Critics of America's institution of slavery felt that the system did not comply with 

traditional justification for human enslavement" (Anderson 66). Franklin Frazier adds 

that, "they under-went a period of being "broken into" slavery before they were shipped 

to local plantations or to plantations on the mainland "(11 ). This process was called the 

"making of a slave." Slaves had under-went a ritual of psychological conditioning so they 

would believe that their enslavement is natural, that it is God's will for them to be 

slaves, fear their masters retribution, and see all whites as superior. In the end, there were 
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three elements that made America's form of slavery different from all the other systems 

of slavery: black people were dehumanized; federal laws made it illegal for any black 

person to become educated; and, the whole world benefited from black enslavement 

(Anderson 69). 

A Social-Psychological Conditioning Process: The Making of a Slave 

Black and whites scholars suggested that to understand the present day dire 

condition of black people in America, one must examine the socio-psychological 

conditioning process their ancestors experienced that minimized their power to unite and 

to control them both mentally and physically. In the end, black people's mental 

conditioning over the centuries speaks to their ineffectiveness within their commmunities 

(Caoifield 173, McGee 54, Anderson 165, Woodson 39, Kardiner 46). 

During the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries black slaves in America grew 

from thousands to millions; thus, they began to outnumber the white population 

(Anderson 118, Woodson 40). Whites feared for their safety and they felt a need to 

maintain their white numerical dominance. Therefore, they started to recruit other ethnic 

groups from Europeans to America (Martin 51- 52, Anderson 119). Whites worried that 

black slaves were like that of caged wild animals who wanted to run free, and they would 

surely conspire and revolt against them and their families (Lushena 6, Dubois 53-54). To 

curtail rebellious, slave masters had to control them psychologically (McGee 53). Upon a 

slave's arrival to a plantation, Slave master would immediately implement a conditioning 

process "designed to install in blacks strict discipline, a sense of inferiority, belief in the 

slave owners' superior power, acceptance of their owners standards and a deep sense of a 
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slave's helplessness and dependence" (Anderson 165).The point is that slaves need to see 

whites as superior and an authoritative figure or else they would have problems. 

C. Phillip states in White Conditioning of Black Dependency that the system of 

slavery cannot have existed without a psychological conditioning system (53). McGee 

explains that an "instrumental conditioning through methodical presentations of 

conditioned stimuli with positive and negative reinforcement has been the chief 

psychological in the maintenance of a slave society" (53). Philips extended his comments 

that the psychological conditioning black slaves experienced during slavery still have 

subliminal effect on their offspring's subconscious today (McGee 55). Abram Kardiner, 

M.D. adds to McGee research in his book called The Mark of Oppression. He states that 

(whites) slave masters used psychological techniques to control their slaves' behavior and 

inoculate a European mindset within their psyche: These techniques were: 

1. The black slave's self-esteem was degraded. Slave masters would call 
them "Negroes or Niggers" (See the origin of the word Negro: appendix 
2). 

2. Destruction of cultural forms and forced adoption of foreign culture traits. 
3. Destruction of the family unit, with particular disparagement of the male. 
4. Relative enhancement of the female status, thus making her the central 

figure in the culture, by virtue of her value to the white male for sexual 
ends and as mammy to white children. 

5. The destruction of social cohesion among Negroes by the inability to have 
their own culture. 

6. The idealization of the white master; but with this ideal was incorporated 
an object which was at once revered and hated. These became 
incompatible constituents of the Negro personality. (47) 

These psychological techniques prevent African people from forming a comradeship with 

on another based on shared languages and cultures (Kardiner 47, Anderson 165, Caulfield 

183). Some slave masters used a more direct and physical approach to discourage a 

collective mindset and prevent slave uprisings. They controlled their slaves through fear 
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of being lynched, shot to death, or parts of the body cut off (Franklin 62-64) However, 

the problems of proper slave management still lingered, because slave uprisings still 

occurred. 

On many slave plantations, slave holders and their families were murdered during 

slave rebellions. Some slaves escaped through the Underground Railroad, while others 

integrated within Indians on their reservations (Anderson 126). Whites continued to 

contemplate over how to get their slaves to love their servitude, love their master, and 

keep production on the plantation flowing without killing and losing their valuable 

property. Their answer came in the form of a letter, called "The Willie Lynch Letter." 

The contents of the Willie Lynch Letter is considered a myth by many black scholars, 

but is rings prevalent as being true within urban black communities, because black people 

see the contents of the letter being revealed in their everyday lives. 

In The Willie Lynch Letter and The Making of a Slave, it states that in the year 

1712 a man named Willie Lynch, a slave owner from the West Indies, was invited to the 

colony of Virginia to teach his methods in good slave management. Lynch delivered a 

speech on the banks of the James River in Virginia. He guaranteed that he had a method 

that would mentally condition black slaves to love their servitude, fear their master, and 

keep agriculture production at peaks level. Lynch suggested to those slave masters that 

they should run their plantation by six principles, and if nothing upsets or alters those 

principles, they can keep their Negroes mentally enslaved for 300 to 1000 years (see the 

six principles to make a slave and the source: Appendix 3). 

Willie Lynch insisted that slave masters should condition their slaves mentally 

through fear, distrust, and envy. He believed that breaking a slave is like breaking a wild 
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horse; they both must be broken away from one form of mental life to another (Lushena 

6). Lynch felt that if a slave's mind is conditioned psychologically, his will to be free 

would subsist. For the psychological conditioning to work, they (slave masters) should 

"pit the young against the old and the old against the young; uplift their shades of color, 

lighter skin over darker skin; size, sex, and status on the plantation, tall over short and 

fine hair versus course hair" (8). If these six principles are implemented correctly, black 

slaves would distrust, become envious, and despise one another. 

Lynch also told his fellow slave masters that female slaves are the key component 

to controlling their slaves for generations. The fact is that the female slave is the Negro 

child's first teacher, and if she is conditioned in such a way that her mindset of a strong 

black male image is reversed, she would mentally break and train her offspring early, 

without her slave master lifting a finger (Lushena 16). The breaking process of the female 

slave involves various steps: as described by Lynch 

The slave master should give her an order just to see if she will submit 
to your desires willingly. If she shows any signs ofresistance, take a 
bull whip and beat the 'last bitch out of her'. Do not kill her, because it 
is not economically feasible." Her children need to witness such 
treatment, because this will train the child to fear the master and submit 
to labor when the child becomes of age. (16) 

Another way to control the mind of the female slaves and her child was to choose the 

biggest and meanest looking male slave, remove all of his clothes; tar and feather him, tie 

each leg to a different horse, set him on fire and command the horses to pull him apart 

right in front of the other Negros (Lushena 15). The next step was to take a bull whip and 

beat another nigger male to the point of death in front of the female slave and her 

children." Don't kill him; but put the fear of God, and the fear of the white man in him, 

because he needs to be used for future breeding" (Lushena 16). After the black female 
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witnesses this form of treatment, she and the other slaves would fall in line and 

production on the plantation will increase (Lushena 17). 

The female slave was used as a tool to implant an inferior mindset in her 

children. Willie Lynch figured out that the female slave and her children must witness 

brutality by white men upon black men. As a result, the female slave's mindset would 

become psychological damaged and the image of protective black male destroyed. When 

the image of a strong black man is destroyed, the female slave felt unprotected, and "she 

will then move from a dependent state of mind to an independent state of mind"(Lushena 

17). The female slave would transferred her independent mindset to her female children 

and raise them to act in accordance to her state of mind. She would raise her male 

children to fear the white man, which creates a submissive, weak, and dependent black 

man in the future (Lushena 17). The female slave would feel that there is no black man 

who can protect her and her children from aggressive whites. The slave masters, and 

white society as a whole, would see the Negro women out in front, and the Negro male 

behind her scared for his life. The result is good productive work from slaves and the 

master can sleep well at night (Lushena 20). A sound economic agriculture plantation 

was the overall mission of a slave master. He needed to prevent slave rebellions, and 

ensure that black slaves are submissive from the cradle to their grave. The Willie Lynch 

syndrome worked for the vehement slave master, but there were other slave masters who 

disagreed with those types of slave conditioning methods. 

Slave Masters Who Used Subtle Forms of Psychological Conditioning to Control 
Their Slaves 

There were many southern slave masters who disagreed with the violent behavior 

by their fellow slave masters to achieve proper slave management. These masters were 
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opposed to such violent treatment upon black slaves, and they voiced their opinions on 

proper slave management in essays written from 1830 until the Civil War within southern 

agricultural publications. In the book called the Advice Among Masters list many letters 

and essays of Agricultural plantation owners, planters, and their workers (overseers) 

wrote their opinions about proper slave management in publications called The Southern 

Agriculturist, Southern Cultivator and the Southern Planter. Many felt that to condition 

their slaves to love their masters and to love their servitude could be done more subtly. 

The majority of them agreed that a strict form of discipline was needed to manage their 

slaves and to keep productivity running. Some of the planters and masters suggested that 

due to the economic hard times, it was not profitable to beat and work their slaves to 

death. One planter from Mississippi wrote "farmers could kill up and wear out one Negro 

to buy another, but it is not so now. Negroes are too high in proportion to the price of 

cotton, and it behooves those who own them to make them last as long as possible" ( 40). 

Some masters felt that their investment of $1000-$1500 paid for a slave would be wasted 

if they followed Willie Lynch's style of slave management 

Some masters felt that to keep agriculture production flowing, it was important to 

have their slaves feel comfortable and happy. One planter from the state of Georgia wrote 

as if the Willie Lynch syndrome was at work; he states that "if allowed the stronger will 

abuse the weaker; husbands will abuse their wives and mothers their children, so it 

becomes a prominent duty of owners and overseers to keep peace and prevent quarreling 

and disputes among them" (22). A Mississippi planter in 1851 who managed forty-nine 

slaves wrote an essay to the publishers on the best way to manage slaves is with "an eye 

on their health, their comfort, and happiness is the duty of every owner." Masters should 
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"let the Negroes know that his master is humane, kind, firm, and just, prompt to enforce 

obedience to all laws on his place and that they are enforced not from passion but 

principle" ( 43). The point is that there were hundreds of essays on proper slave 

management. The majority of planters, overseers, minsters, and masters felt it was 

necessary to discipline their slaves to obey orders, because if they did not, their slaves 

will run over them with their cunning ways. And, if slaves were allowed to do as they 

please, the master's agricultural production will not function properly, his slaves would 

be sold, and the plantation closed down. Almost all of the slave masters and overseers 

who wrote essays within southern publications agreed that the best way for good slave 

management was to manipulate their minds by treating them like children and rewarding 

them for good behavior. 

A slave's mind was simple to manipulate, because all a master had to do was to 

make sure his slaves were well fed, clothed, healthy, and provide with good living 

conditions. As one planter wrote in an essay in 183 7 from Mississippi that slaves would 

act in concordance to their master's wishes when they are made to feel happy by simple 

necessities: 

They will feel comfortable and willingly to go far beyond the servitude 
duties. They will feel that their master is their protector and their only 
provided. The slave will end up loving their master better than they love 
themselves. In the long run, their master will make them honest, useful and 
affectionate creatures (36). 

Slave masters felt that their slaves were ignorant of character, feeling, and sympathies, 

and as long as they are provided with good food, shelter, protection, and rewards for good 

behavior, they would love their servitude, and they would depend on their master. In 

either case, proper slave management by white slave owners did not have the slave's best 
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interest at heart. They were manipulated and tricked against rebelling and keeping the 

agricultural process flowing. But, when slavery ended, the mental conditioning process 

was not broken yet. 

In summation, the psychological conditioning black slaves experienced during 

slavery caused irreparable damage to their sub consciousness and the damage is still 

being expressed in the majority of black people behavior and mental attitude today. As 

stated above, the social-psychological conditioning of black slaves was designed to last 

for centuries if it is not interrupted. Another example that black slaves were social-

psychological conditioned was illustrated in 1832 by Henry Berry who spoke about this 

to the Virginia House of Delegates. He described the condition of the black slave as it 

existed at that time in many parts of the South. Edwin Embree writes: 

We have as far as possible, closed every avenue by which light may enter the 
slaves' mind. If we could extinguish the capacity to see the light, our work 
would be complete; they would then be on a level with the beast of the field 
and we should be safe. I am certain that we would not do it, if we could find 
out the process and that on the plea of necessity. (54) 

Henry Berry admits here that the black slave has been conditioned to be in darkness 

about himself, his history, his culture, and his enemy for centuries. 

The Dire Condition of Black People Today a Result from Slavery? 

The reason why it is important to vividly illustrate how black slaves were 

psychologically conditioned is to see if the effects from America's social institutions: 

slavery and Jim Crowism (semi-slavery) still resonate in black people's present day 

behavior and attitudes (Franklin 16). As McGee stated above that blacks were made to 

suffer from psychological conditioning principles that have shaped their behavior (55). 
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He states "in America it has been very effective in conditioning (or re-reconditioning) the 

mentality of black people, resulting in a behavioral pattern which is dependent and 

unnatural" (54). Franklin and McGee agreed that black people's social-conditioning is a 

reflection of their dire condition today. There social behavior comes from a "learned 

behavior" resulting in a mental disorder where they see their reality as normal. This 

mental disorder is culturally passed down from their forefathers and foremothers to their 

offspring today (Kardiner 47, Franklin 17). 

Kardiner defines mental oppression as a social condition that happens to a person 

or people who fail to adapt within a society (Kardiner 11, 338). For years, the masses of 

black have suffered from social discrimination from all aspects of society. This has 

caused them to feel as an outcast people by mainstream America. Being outcast and 

rejected, their mindset psychologically has been damaged. Therefore, their desperation 

plea to become part of mainstream America have caused them to avoid, run away, and 

view as backward any Afrocentric ideology that would reverse their mental conditioning 

(Wilson 45). As long as black people reject their own and seek only to become part of 

mainstream white America, their mental conditioning of dependency will not be reversed, 

and they will continue to attract those social-political-economic elements that would keep 

them oppressed (e.g. an Eurocentric form of education, drugs, alcohol, and an 

Eurocentric religion system). 

The masses of black people suffer from mental oppression and it is hard to 

overcome, because they are constantly being bombarded with negative images about 

themselves through the media and other literature outlets (Balkaran 2).The media 

promotes negative stereotypical images about black people over the air ways and print 
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media where it bums in the minds of the mainstream public that black people's behavior 

and attitude is negative. There is clear evidence that black people's adverse social 

behavior is an expression of an oppressed people. Furthermore, black people's adverse 

social behavior is a result of the structured environment they live within that was created 

by the political economy (capitalism) (Woodson 57). Their mental oppression is exposed 

when black people across the country are comfortable within their communities that are 

littered with trash, dilapidated homes, abandon cars, and vacant lots. 

On the contrary, there is elite/upper-middle class blacks who reject the research 

listed above. They feel that they have escaped the slave mentally syndrome that affects 

the black masses' behavior and attitude for generations. Black elite/middle class disagree 

with the assessment made by black Afrocentric scholars that the masses of poor black 

people are suffering from mental oppression that stems from the legacy of slavery, covert 

racism, and capitalism (Cashin 735). They feel that the dire condition within black 

communities is result of dysfunctional black families. Hence, Afrocentric intellectuals 

criticize these allegations made by black elites and the upper-middle class, because they 

feel they too suffer from a slave mentality and oppression, but in a different format. 

(Anderson 176, Kardiner 212, Cashin 737). For example, Elite/upper-middle class blacks 

do not want to affiliate economically, politically, and socially with the masses of poor 

black people to help correct their dire and mental condition. Thus, they add to their dire 

and mental conditions instead of helping to repair them; they are on their own worst 

enemy (Cruise 58, Woodson 74). 

Psychologist Amos Wilson suggests that blacks who are part of the elite/upper 

middle-classes have lined their conduct and consciousness with those who are 
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responsible for black people's dire condition. Wilson cities in Black on Black Violence 

that there is preconceived attitude by elite/middle-class blacks where they reject the 

theory of black oppression due to white racism (54). They knowingly or unknowingly 

side with those who continue to oppress black people. Wilson writes that "at this point he 

[black elite] identifies with his oppressor and unwittingly enters into an alliance with him 

[white racists] to exploitatively suppress the optimal adaptive viability of his own ethic 

group" (54). In the end, many elite/middle class blacks refusal to help correct the social 

and economic dire condition of the poor black masses and they add to their social and 

economic problems. 

Black intellectuals have debated for many years what has kept black people in 

dire condition in spite of all of the social, political, and economic gains made after 

slavery. One of their questions is the "Willie Lynch Syndrome" of social conditioning (a 

slave mentally) still working on black people? A large number of black people agree that 

it is still working. For example, a person last name associates them with their history and 

culture. Today, the vast majority of black people still carry their former slave master's 

last names, which subconsciously means that they still associate with their ancestor's 

master. 

There are other examples that show how black people are still suffering from the 

after effects of slavery. During slavery black slaves were taught to depend on whites for 

all of their basic; today, a majority of black people still feels that it is alright to be 

dependent on the "state and federal government" for their basic needs. For example, 

when poor black women and men receive assistance from state/federal governmental 

agencies, they are saying to the government (white people) they are unable to take care of 
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them; just as their ancestors after slavery had to survive with handouts from their former 

slave masters and the Freedmen's Bureau (Anderson 12, Karenga 163). 

The Pew Research group noted in their social and demographic trends, that in 

2012, 49.8 and 4.6 million Americans received and Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 

Program (SNAP) and welfare payments respectively. Black people received 64% of these 

government entitlements, while white people are not far behind at 56% of the handout 

entitlements (Morin 2). These handouts come in the forms of: food stamps, money, 

Section 8 housing and Medicaid to keep themselves and their children healthy and happy 

(Advice Among Masters). The point emphasized here is that when Black people (women) 

accept governmental handouts, their children's father must be absent from the home 

which subconsciously manifest the Willie Lynch Syndrome's of male against female. 

Black women are consciously and subconsciously saying to black men that they can't 

provide or protect their families so they must reach out to the state for their survival. This 

type of attitude by black women illustrates that there is a division within black 

communities created by the institution of slavery generations ago. 

The types of foods black people eat called "Soul Food" is another example of how 

blacks are still suffering from a slave mentality. Soul food is food that black peoples say 

"sticks to their ribs", as they love to cook during holidays and at family gathering. 

During slavery, black female slaves were given certain types of foods to cook by their 

slave masters and it was most often the foods white people would not eat. Those black 

women (slaves) became creative in preparing and cooking those foods for them to taste 

good (Breeden 92). Today, within black people's households, they have turned those 
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same unhealthy and swine foods into a delicacy such as: chitterlings (pig intestines), pig 

feet, turnip greens, fatback, and ox tails (Breeden 92). 

Finally, the "God" black people worship today is not the God their ancestors 

worshipped back in Africa. Slave masters and missionaries reversed their ancestors' 

religious identity from an African concept to a European concept. Black slaves were then 

given a picture of a white man named "Jesus Christ" to worship (Myrdal 861). They were 

also given a theory of the hereafter (heaven) a place where they will become free if they 

are faithful and obedient to their masters here on earth (Anderson 73, Myrdal 876). In 

order words, blacks were/are taught that their suffering will end when they get to heaven; 

while, white people experience heaven here on earth. This form of religious 

psychological conditioning mechanism is still used to contain and control the mindset of 

black people within their churches and .missionaries. 

Another example is the Sambo syndrome. During the era of slavery, if a slave 

wanted to be one of his master's favorite, he/she would report to the master/overseer on 

other slaves who planned an escape, an uprising, read a book, and so on. These slaves 

were rewarded with what was called "Meritorious Manumission" (freedom rewarded to a 

slave for a good deed). These types of Black slaves were called Sambos by other slaves 

(Anderson 17). Today, some elite/middle class blacks are rewarded with meritorious 

manumission because they sell-out their fellow black brothers and sisters for money, 

prestigious positions, elected office, and to become a black national spokesman for the 

masses of black people. The new black Sambos (house-Negros) still reports back to 

whites in powerful positions against those blacks who speak-out openly about the 
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structural violence and racism from social institutions that have disenfranchised black 

people for years. 

Finally, as stated above, the consciousness of black people's ancestors was 

destroyed by slavery. Today, black people are still suffering from a lack of a black 

oriented consciousness. The consciousness within a person determines their level of 

cultural and spiritual identity; it also indicates one's knowledge of self, their 

environment, and their future. Today, millions of black Americans are experiencing a 

psychological trauma similar to their ancestors that subconsciously causes them to see 

themselves as inferior and self-hatred for each other. An example of this self-hatred is 

when black women alter the appearance with white women's style of hair, eye color, and 

skin tone. 

Some scholars believe that blacks are suffering from Post-Traumatic Stress 

Syndrome (P.T.S.S) as a result of slavery. Anderson Franklin et al. in Racism and 

Invisibility quote Dr. Joy D. Leary who framed the concept P.T.S.S. She describes it as "a 

multigenerational trauma experienced by black people due to slavery, racism, and 

discrimination which have created 'distinct psychosocial results"' (15). Franklin 

acknowledges Leary's argument that "these emotional and psychological traumas 

transmitted inter-generationally have never healed, and continue to have psychological 

consequences for Black-Americans" (16). Some examples are: lack of self-esteem, and 

the anger and violence currently seen in some young African American males. 

There are some black people who have overcome the P.T.S.S., because they had 

reversed their mind-set caused by the socialization process. They reconditioned their 

minds by studying Afrocentric history and culture. The mass of black people have not 
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made that connection because they are constantly being bombarded with new forms of 

social conditioning. This reminds me of the statement made by Harriet Tubman, who was 

an abolitionist during slavery and who had also received help from white people so black 

slaves could escape through the famous Underground Railroad. She once said "I could 

have freed many more slaves, only if they knew they were slaves" (Karenga 150). 



Chapter Two 
Reconstruction or Re-enslavement 

Many Afrocentric scholars have suggested that another reason for the dire 
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condition of black people today is contributed to the lack of generational wealth within 

black communities. Generational wealth is wealth that has been passed down within a 

family from generation to generation. After the Civil War was fought within America, 

many black people tried to build generational wealth. However, many southern industrial 

oligarchs, corporations, and farmers who owned slaves and slave plantations wanted to 

keep their generational wealth intact and keep their former slave laborers intact and in a 

cycle of poverty (Anderson 161 ). This chapter examines how blacks were prevented from 

building their own generational wealth after slavery. The points made here are that those 

same southerners that built their generational wealth from the institution of American 

slavery had such an economic advantage over the northern states that a Civil War was 

fought to stop them from advancing their slavery operations westward (Myrdal 222, 

Wilson, D. 23). President Abraham Lincoln admitted publicly that the Civil War was not 

fought to end slavery, but it was fought because of "a misunderstanding between white 

gentlemen, a misunderstanding that had nothing at all to do with slavery" (Bennett 357). 

Lincoln felt that white oligarchs from Southern states were destroying the northern 

economy because they had a free labor force and foreign investors (e.g. Rothschild) who 

helped advance their cotton industries and the Southern state's Confederate Army 

(Bennett 363, Wilson, 186, Wise 92). 

After America's Civil War, southern whites felt that if the ex-slave receives land 

and property rights promised to them by the government ( 40 acres and a mule) (Fleming 

721 ), they would become an economic threat to southern landowners and their 
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agricultural base (Myrdal 226). To stop ex-slaves from economic prosperity, those same 

southern farmers, oligarchs, and slave masters wanted to reclaim their property back from 

their former slaves. These frustrated individuals joined forces with local officials to find 

creative ways to physically and economically re-enslave black men and women (Myrdal 

228-9, Anderson 161). One way they achieved this was to use the clause within the 13th 

Amendment (the legal document that freed black people from slavery) to physically re

enslave thousands of black people. This restricted their overall economic growth while 

their bottom line for more profits increased (Blackmon 53). Another way they achieved 

this was by economically re-enslaving black landowners and farmers through debt and by 

locking them in arranged crop-lien contracts where their land could be confiscated by 

merchants and bankers at any tine (Mandel 122, Ransom 642). When black business mm 

and landowners tried to succeed in making economic-political-social gains to build 

generational wealth for themselves, a backlash of reprisal by white people wiped out 

black towns and their economic-political-social accomplishments. As a result of a lack of 

wealth and political power, thousands of black men were re-enslaved for another 52 years 

(Blackmon 194, Browne-Marshall 249). 

A Brief Taste of Freedom: The Ex-Slave Moves Forward 

In 1865, the Thirteenth Amendment was passed by the U.S. Congress to abolish 

slavery in America (U.S. Constitution). After the Civil War, Federal Union Troops 

patrolled southern states to ensure the physically safety of the ex-slave from the 

repercussion by whites who did not want to see black people free. The reaction by white 

people during America's reconstruction period toward the ex-slave, especially from their 
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former slave master felt that they were not obligated to give their ex-slaves anything or 

owe them anything. After slavery, the ex-slaves were promised that they would receive 

40 acres and a mule to move their lives started forward (Fleming 725). In 1866, President 

Andrew Johnson vetoed the congressional bill designed to give ex-slaves 40 acres and a 

mule (Fleming 726). The denial by the executive branch of the government ensured that 

former slaves would never comprise any parts of the American ownership class 

(Anderson 135). This had a tremendous effect on the future of black men because they 

were skilled as planters, builders, and livestock breeders, but they did not own any tools, 

livestock, money, or land (Anderson 135). In the end, America's reconstruction period 

failed to provide six million freed black people with any financial resources or the means 

by which to improve and move their lives forward. Over the next few years, the U.S. 

Congress did passed a series of Civil Rights acts to protect the rights of all black people 

so they could move their lives forward. 

In 1866, the U.S. Congress passed a series of the civil rights act which gave 

blacks the same civil rights as whites. The Civil Rights Act of 1866 made it so that all 

persons born in the U.S. were citizens no manner their color or servitude or previous 

condition of servitude. The 1866 act was passed over the veto of the new president 

Andrew Johnson. (See civil right laws: Appendix 4 ). A few years later, the Civil Rights 

Act of 1870 was passed. This act became the prelude to the Fifteenth Amendment, which 

gave persons in the U.S. the right to vote no matter the race, color, or previous condition 

of servitude (see Appendix 4). The last in the series of Civil Rights Act passed was in 

1875 that made it illegal for any person to deny anyone regardless ofrace or previous 

servitude to the same public accommodations such as inns, public transportation, and 
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recreation (see Appendix 4, Crockett 116). These newly Civil Rights Acts from 1866 to 

1875 worked out well for blacks. The ex-slave felt comfortable knowing that they have 

protection from the government to rebuild their lives without the interference from white. 

Whites were concerned about the new Civil Rights Acts, because they allowed 

black people to roam the city streets freely, and to compete with white men for 

employment and business opportunities (Anderson 99). Black men (ex-slaves) an 

advantage over white males because they had advance labor skills due to being forced to 

build America infrastructures and agricultural foundation. Many white men lacked the 

proper labor skills because they prided themselves on being a leisure class and only doing 

gentlemen's work. They did not have the physical endurance to do the hard labor work 

that was necessary to keep agricultural and industrial industries running (Anderson 99). 

Even though millions of black men and women could not read or write, their 

labor skills were marketable, and they would do the work at a cheaper labor wage than 

white men. Summer Matison documented the marketable skills black men have over 

white men after slavery in her book "The Labor Movement and The Negro During 

Reconstruction. " She noted that throughout the South ex- slaves were more dominate in 

the craft skills of the construction trades than whites. The census report for occupations in 

1865 placed the number of black mechanics at 100,000 and whites at only 20,000. In 

some southern states, blacks were 23% of the total labor force, but they held 30 to 65% of 

all the jobs ( 428). For example, the marketable skills black men and women had after 

slavery were: horses and mule trainers, landscapers, crop gardens, masons, mechanics, 

painters, cigar makers, house, ship, and monument builders, harness makers, weavers, 

seamstresses, and steamboat pilots (Embree 14 7). 
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There were also many black people who did not have the labor skills acquired 

during slavery. Some black men and women were fortunate enough to attend black 

colleges, as they later became teacher, doctors and lawyers. Black colleges in the 1870's 

produced black men and women who were of high skills educationally; they were elected 

to both U.S. House of Representatives and Senate. The state of Louisiana elected its first 

black Governor, and many other cities in the south elected black mayors, and sheriffs 

(Bennett 31 ). In areas all throughout the south, black men were making progress due to 

the lack of work experience by white men. To help white men get employment, some 

states implemented laws that prevented white employers from hiring black workers. As a 

result of these laws, all of the newly arriving white European immigrants in the U.S. felt 

they too were entitled to the jobs held by blacks. Whites figured that something must be 

done, because blacks were threatening white men's way of life. On the contrary, black 

people were freed from their master's hand, but their success caused them to suffer from 

a different form of oppression by state governments and their citizens. The mission of the 

southern white men was to lock-out black people from any major economic, political, 

social advancement within mainstream America. Their mission was manifested through 

what some called "The Great Betrayal." 

The Great Betrayal by the U.S. Government 

When blacks were freed from slavery, the U.S. government made a valiant effort 

to ensure that their rights and liberties would be protected through a series of Civil Rights 

Acts. In an article entitled "The Second Time Around", historian Lerone Bennett points 
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to the political, social and economic gains black people made during the Reconstruction 

period, and how their achievements were maliciously reversed by the same government 

who promised to protect them (30). Bennett's research states that there is a connection 

between what blacks gained during the reconstruction years of 1866-1877, to the gains 

blacks made during the Civil Rights period of the 1950's to the 1970's. And in both eras, 

black people's political, social, and economic gains were removed by political reforms 

(white backlash) (30). Bennett illustrates that in both historical eras, a white revolution 

persisted to counter black people's advancements. The fact is that southern whites were 

frustrated with being forced to integrate with blacks, and their ex-slave constantly 

throwing the new Civil Rights laws in their faces. In Bennett's conclusion, the 1877 

white revolution was such an success that it curtailed black people economic, political, 

and social advancements. It would take the next "100 years" for blacks to regain the same 

economic, political, and social positions that they held for 12 years during the 

reconstruction period (31 ). So how did this happen? 

After the Civil War, the country was experiencing an economic recession. Many 

whites in the North and South felt that the government was wasting money by having 

governmental troops stationed in the South just to protect black people from racist white 

vigilante groups (Bennett 34 ). These vigilante groups were unwilling to accept black 

people as Americans and refused to respect what they were trying to do to survive. As a 

result of the first Civil Rights Acts of 1866, white citizens within southern states began 

easing their negative attitudes about black citizens due the constant presence of Union 

troops that were there to maintain the peace between blacks and whites (Bennett 34). 
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By 1870, whites in the northern part of the country felt that their economic power 

base was intact compared to the economic power base in the southern states. Northern 

whites felt that it was about time to reach out to their fellow southern brothers and sisters, 

because their attitudes were also changing about freed black people in the north (Bennett 

35). In the 1981 article "The Second Time Around" Lerone Bennett writes that Northern 

and Southern whites were willing to forget about their differences among each other, and 

they were willing to reach out to one another to help solve their problems with freed 

southern blacks (35). Nevertheless, northern whites were willing to forgive their southern 

brothers for killing their sons, fathers and brothers on the battle field; but, they were 

unwillingly to accept ex-black slaves as their fellow Americans. 

From 1874-75, there were a political and economic agreement by businesses and 

special interest groups. Northern business men suggested to southern businesses men that 

their political, economic, and social problems prevented the establishment of a national 

domestic market. Thus, the northern press started reporting about the South's problems of 

"Negroism" and "corruption" (Bennett 36). Northern states started to promote a need for 

a campaign to change their relationship with the South, because the South was tumbling 

and rolling in the black sea ofNegroism. A new slogan ofreverse discrimination began 

filling newspapers across the country; therefore, black people were about to experience 

serious changes in their lives by way of the 1876 presidential election (Bennett 36). 

The Presidential election of 1876 was a controversial one. The candidates were 

Democrat Samuel J. Tilden verse Republican Rutherford B. Hayes. After a controversial 

election, both candidates claimed victory. Tilden claimed victory due to the majority of 

the popular votes. Hayes claimed victory due to the majority of electoral votes. The 
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reason why the Electoral Commission did not approve Hayes' victory is that there was a 

dispute over electoral votes from Southern states of Louisiana, South Carolina, and 

Florida (Bennett 3 7). Hayes saw that this could be a problem because the results of each 

state's electoral votes were to be certified by both House and Senate members; and the 

Democrats possess a majority in the House of Representatives. Bennett asserts in his 

article "as inauguration day approached, a group of Southerners in the House launched a 

filibuster which prevented the orderly counting of the electoral votes' (38). The 

Democrats had hoped that if they filibuster until inauguration day, they could stop Hayes. 

Some feared that a filibuster would prevent America from having a new president, and it 

could cause another Civil War, and no one around the country wanted another war (38). 

In February 1877, northerners who represented Hayes' and House Representatives 

from the South meet to work out a deal based on two objectives: House rules for the 

South and the presidency for Hayes (Bennett 38). The decision they reached became 

known as "The Comprise of 1877." When the deal was reached on February 26th 1877, it 

affected black people's economic, social, and political for many decades. The 

compromise suspended the Civil Rights Act and there was a move to remove all of the 

federal troops from the south (Bennett 38, Harris 15-16). Based on those suspensions, 

those disputed electoral votes would go to Hayes. The compromise was signed, the 

filibuster ended, and Hayes became the new president of the U.S. Henceforth, on April 

10, 1877. And, after a decade of federal troop occupation within the Southern region; 

President Hayes withdrew the federal troops from South Carolina, and days later, he 

withdrew federal troops from Louisiana and Florida (Bennett 3 8, Harris 15-16, Blackmon 

88). 
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The response by black preachers and elected officials to President Hayes' removal 

of federal troops from the South was mixed. Even though, black leader did not know at 

that time about the compromise between elected officials, they did suggest to black 

people that they should respond cautiously before criticizing the new president. Some 

black leaders agreed with Hayes' new policy, because they looked at it as an experiment. 

They hoped that if Hayes' withdrawal policy failed, he would return the troops back to 

the South if it failed to produce results (Bennett 38). Critics of President Hayes felt that 

he knew exactly what he was doing when he "told various black delegations that he 

would change his strategy if Southerners curtailed the rights of blacks" (Bennett 38). 

When black leaders found out that Hayes lied to them, they protested to get the president 

to reverse his policy. They knew from experiences that if he did not return the troops 

back to the south, southern whites would respond in a violent manner to control black 

people again (Bennett 39). Before blacks knew what had hit them, whites rebelled by 

burning their homes, businesses, and towns to the ground (Crockett 39). Blacks were 

removed from many trade and industry jobs as they were locked again into plantation 

laborers and domestic service jobs. Over the course of time, hundreds of black men and 

women were lynched, shot to death, and chased out of small southern towns in fear of 

their lives. (Harris 15-16, Schappes 101). 

The final nails in the coffin for black people during the Reconstruction period came 

when the Supreme Court ruled in 1883 that the Civil Rights act passed in 1875 was 

unconstitutional (Bennett 40, Blackmon 93). The court ruled that the 1875 act "the one 

law forcing whites to comply with the provisions of the Fourteenth and Fifteenth 

amendments-awarding voting and legal rights to blacks--could be enforced only under 
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the most rare circumstances. Civil right was a local, not federal issue, the court found" 

(Blackmon 93). Striking down the civil rights acts opened the door for Jim Crow laws. 

Jim Crowism became the system of racial segregation practiced all throughout the South, 

and its purpose as stated by Ken Stampp in The era of Reconstruction, 1865-1877 "was 

to keep the Negro, as long as possible, exactly what he was: a propertyless rural laborer 

under controls, without political rights, and with inferior legal rights" (79). 

The great betrayal of 1877 by the government hindered black's economic, social, 

and political progress for generations. And for the next 82 years, blacks would not see 

the same political, social, and economic gains as their forefather and foremothers until 

the nineteen sixties (Bennett, 32). They would become a powerless people again and 

victims of legal institutional racism, structural violence, and terrorist attacks by white 

men who called themselves, "The Ku Klux Klan." 

The Process to Re-Enslave Black People 

The Supreme Court reversed certain Civil Rights Acts that were designed to 

protect the rights of the ex-slave. The reversal of those acts allowed states to create new 

segregation laws known as "Jim Crow." As a result of the Supreme Court's ruling, whites 

legally enforced their white supremacist attitude against black people with the intention 

to re-direct them back to the plantation fields. In Douglass Blackmon's book Slavery by 

Another Name, he addressed the period of Jim Crowism: "Let us define this period of 

American life plainly and comprehensively; it was the Age of Neo slavery" ( 402). Jim 

Crowism put blacks back into a semi form of slavery that forced black men and women 
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to live under an updated black code system that subjected them to a subordinate place 

within the American society (Anderson 161 ). Jim Crowism closed the economic, 

political, and social doors for blacks in the South causing them to become prime target 

for re-enslavement by oligarchs and businessman in powerful positions. Therefore, at the 

end of the reconstruction period black people's political, social, and economic prosperity 

turned into a generation of poverty and social decay (Anderson 11). 

The research shows that during the reconstruction years, whites and Europeans 

immigrants became privy to all of the well-paying jobs, which left a high unemployment 

rate for the black men (ex-slaves) (Matison 428). White men felt that skilled labor 

occupations were "for whites only, while the unskilled work was deemed for 'nigger 

workers" (Wagstaff 323). Black men were alienated only to the lower level jobs or no job 

at all. And, if black men rebelled or protested publicly about civil rights or lack of job 

opportunities, they were in danger of being lynched, and their homes destroyed and 

burned to the ground (Blackmon 106). This form of disenfranchisement altered their 

opportunities to build generational wealth, acquire skilled jobs within the new industrial 

revolution, and their opportunities to open businesses were limited. 

The long term result from the disenfranchisement of black men and their 

communities over centuries distraught them economically; this forced many black men 

into criminal activities in order to survive (Matison 428). The disenfranchisement of 

black men and women opened the door for state officials, local authorities, and industrial 

oligarchs to take advantage of black people's lack of political and economic power. Due 

to their inability to survive economically and lack of protection from the government, 

black men would be viewed as criminals and they needed to be arrested and placed into 
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work camps. The criminalization of black life and activity within southern states was a 

major turning point for black men in America. State officials and local authorities would 

criminalize black life by using the same document that legally freed them, "Thirteenth 

Amendment." 

When black men or women were accused, arrested, and convicted of a crime 

within a southern state, state and local authorities used the clause within the Thirteenth 

Amendment to justify their incarceration and re-enslavement to work camps and 

agricultural plantations. The Thirteenth Amendment states that one could be place into 

involuntary servitude if he/she were convicted of a crime (U.S. Constitution: Article 

XIII). Douglass Blackmon reported that in the late 1880's Southern whites wanted to 

ensure that black people (ex-slaves) stay in a subordinate position. Therefore, many 

Southern states enacted various laws "essentially intended to criminalize black life" 

(Blackmon 53). These laws (black codes) were used as a vehicle to justify incarcerating 

southern black men for petty offensives or just charge them falsely for a crime. To justify 

incarcerating them, authorities would say that "the ex-slaves were unable to handle the 

emotional complexities of freedom and been conditioned by generations of bondage to 

become thieves" (Blackmon 5). 

State officials would use a system of debt slavery to incarcerate thousands of 

black men women during the latter part of 19th century to the middle of the 20th century. 

The Civil War ruined the South's economy as ingenious industrialists wanted revise their 

southern economy. Blackmon states that state officials and industry oligarchs used 

convicted black men as free or cheap laborers and they wanted to continue this trend. So 

in collaboration state authority, they criminalized black life to reintroduce "the forced 
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labor of blacks as a means of funding government services was viewed by whites as an 

inherently practical method of eliminating the cost of building prisons and returning 

blacks to their appropriate position in society" (53). 

Corporate oligarchs from Southern steel, coal, cotton, and tobacco industries had 

a tremendous demand for laborers due to the second industrial revolution. They joined 

forces with southern state officials, local sheriffs, constables, adjudicated by mayors, and 

public notaries to enforce new forms of black code laws that would help to incarcerate 

black people within southern states. One of the most popular ways they used to return 

black men and women back as their free labor force was to charge them with violating 

vagrancy law. At the latter part of the 19th century violating a state's vagrancy laws was a 

criminal offense. A person was charged with a vagrancy offense at any given moment 

when unable to prove that he or she was employed or under the authority of a white 

person (Blackmon 1, 53, 99). This law was exclusively reserved for southern black men 

supposedly to stop them from loitering and roaming from town to town allegedly 

committing crimes. 

An example of a state enforcing their vagrancy law upon black men was the state 

of Mississippi. On January 1 of each year, a Mississippi statute stated that if any black 

man was not under a labor contract or under the protection of a white man could be 

arrested for vagrancy (Blackmon 53). Mississippi local officials charged black men with 

vagrancy when they were found roaming from town to town looking for their mothers, 

fathers, son, daughters, sisters, and brothers who were sold to other slave plantations 

during slavery. Another example was in the state of Alabama. If a black man was 

traveling alone in a Southern town looking for a love one, a local authority would stop 
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and question him to see ifhe had any money, because "no money in hand demonstrated 

his guilt without question and, worse, was seen an absolute proof of his worthlessness" he 

would be arrested and charged with vagrancy If a black person had money and could not 

prove where he gotten if from, or if he was found to have ridden a freight train into town, 

he would be arrested or kidnapped on the spot and charged with violating some black 

code law (Blackmon 124). 

All black men were subjected to incarceration if they were found guilty of petty 

crimes where a fine would be assess to that crime for offensives such as: adultery, using 

obscene or abusive language, and obtaining goods under false pretenses would be 

charged with a crime (Blackmon 99). If they could not pay their fines or afford a lawyer, 

a judge or sheriff would convict and imprisoned them immediately to prison camp in 

order to work so their fines would be paid off. In 1907, there were tens of thousands of 

black men sentenced to prison to work as slave laborers within coal mines owned by 

United State Steel Corporation. Blackmon states that "nearly all were black men arrested 

and then 'leased' by state and county governments to U.S. steel or the companies it had 

acquired" (Blackmon 4 ). 

Blackmon states that "in Alabama alone, hundreds of thousands of pages of 

public documents attest to these arrests, subsequent sale and delivery of thousands of 

African Americans into mines, lumber camps, quarries, farms and factories" (6). This 

form of peonage debt slavery allowed whites to ship convicts to all sorts of locations 

which had nothing to do with their original sentence or fines. Judges and sheriffs also 

leased black men to other giant corporations who owned coal mines, plantations, and 

railroads (Blackmon74-76). A larger number of convicted black men were leased to 



Ware 48 

farms right from the courtroom. This was a reminder by some of the time when blacks 

were auctioned to slave plantations years earlier. In the end, many white business owners 

relied heavily on those laborers from the criminal court system. 

By the end of the 19th century, the United States emerged "as an authentic global 

power for the first time in American history" (Blackmon 159). From the late 1800's to 

the 1950's, a massive amount black men and women were leased from the criminal 

courts system to major corporations, local farmers, and state and local governments 

within every former confederate state, except Virginia (Blackmon 159). As Blackmon 

states in his research that this was at the height of U.S. steel production; as U.S. Steel Co. 

became supreme due in part to the forced labor from black convicts. Their operations 

were primarily based within coal mines, processing facilities, brick production, railway 

lines, and iron production (Blackmon 91 ). 

There were other large mining companies within the south who brought and 

leased thousands of black men were the Tennessee Coal & Iron and Sloss Sheffield and 

Pratt Coal and Coke Company. Pratt Coal and Coke were the largest mining companies 

in the country, where they had so many shaft locations and underground tangents the 

company could not keep track of all of them (Blackmon 289). The Tennessee Coal, Iron 

& Railroad became so wealthy off of their slave laborers, they would later attain their 

competitors. Pratt and Coal and Coke Co "competed for the lease on all state prisoners in 

an auction against companies representing nearly every major economic figure in 

Alabama or the South," writes Blackmon (94). 

There were also family businesses that leased convicted black men to timber 

camps and sawmills. All of these businesses waited to take advantage of poor and 
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defensive black men to be arrested on petty and trumped up offenses such as: violating 

racial codes, subjective crimes of bigamy, homosexuality, illegal voting, false pretense, 

leaving the employment of a white farmer before the end of a crop season, and the worst 

one was engaging in sex with white women (Blackmon 99). 

The leasing and selling of black convicts as peonage slaves involved the offices of 

many Southern governors and Senators (Blackmon 99, Myrdal 229). Those Southern 

states and local governmental officials alone with prison camp officials did not show 

their prisoners any mercy. Black men were placed in chain gangs. They were chained 

from their neck to their feet, just as their ancestors were chained and forced to work as 

slaves. The prison's whipping bosses would beat black men to death if they did not 

comply. If a black convict died due to a disease, accident, or from a whipping, they 

would be buried right where they fell. Others who died were dumped into shallow graves 

scattered among the waste of the mine, or were incinerated in nearby ovens used to blast 

millions of tons of coal (Blackmon 94-95). 

These horrific stories of forced enslavement camps in the South are well 

documented. Black men made billions of dollars for corporations, Southern state and 

local governments, and private citizens. These companies, for example, U.S. Steel and 

their affiliate's investors created generational wealth for themselves and their families. 

They left black men, women and their families penniless, as thousands of their brothers, 

fathers, and husbands died or were never seen or heard from again. It was not until 1948 

when President Harry Truman's committee on civil rights recommended an anti-slavery 

statue to criminalized debt peonage servitude. In 1951 Congress passed an explicit statute 

making any form of peonage slavery in the U.S. a crime (Blackmon 381). 
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Black Sharecroppers and their Corp Lien Agreements 

Those black men who were not victimized by the prison industrial plantations 

camps did everything possible to earn a living through farming and other business 

ventures (Crockett 157). Land ownership of "forty acres and a mule" was promised to the 

ex-slave to produce wealth for themselves and their families (Fleming 721-31). Blacks 

received land after the Civil War due to the fact that the previous slave and land owners 

fled when Union Troops came to the area. The land and agricultural was left unfettered. 

After the federal Union Troops left the Southern states, and the protection of black was 

gone, white landowners returned from exile to reclaim their land (Kester 32). To restore 

land ownership rights back to the pervious land owners, Southern legislatures passed 

laws so the pervious owners can reclaim their land. This left black farmers who tillage the 

land with no place to live and work. The pervious land owners did not want to work the 

land by themselves, so he/she offered black farmers a place to live and they could tillage 

a portion of the land for their own economic and personal survival. However, there was 

one main stipulation that black sharecroppers faced when deciding to stay and work 

under a crop lien lease system; they also must maintain the land owner's crops. 

Under this type of a crop lien lease agreement of sharecropping, black 

sharecroppers were victimized by unscrupulous sharecropping contracts that kept them in 

debt to the landowner. This was due to the fact that nine out of ten black farmers could 

not read or write to understand what was entailed within the contract. Henceforth, 

sharecropping contracts and market practices forced many black farmers to give up their 

corps due to contract obligations. This prevented them from gaining a place within the 
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sharecropper's crops did make it to the market, the merchant would not sell his produce 

for the best price. The merchants would set the prices for black farmer's produce so low 

where they would never make profit to pay off their debts. This would keep them in debt 

slavery year after year. This prevented them from becoming independent business owners 

and building generational wealth (Kester 38, Ransom 624). 

If black farmers made a profit, it could never exceed any debt owed. Landowners 

also insisted that black share croppers grow only one crop at a time, which prevented 

them from having diversified crops. And most likely, the one crop chosen would be the 

one crop that would make landowner large profits. Gray Taylor writes in Louisiana 

Reconstructed that the one crop policy was used to prevent diversification and to 

"remove incentives for improving agricultural method, and virtually eliminated the 

ability of black communities to grow their own food; for any crops raised, even for the 

family's subsistence could be confiscated under the terms of the lien" ( 404 ). 

In the end, those devious share chopping practices used by white landowners and 

merchants prevented black farmers and other black owned businesses from becoming 

self-sufficient. Many were prevented from becoming independent which stopped them 

from building wealth for their families. Many black farmers and business owners saw no 

relief from the tremendous amounts debt by banks and landowners so they had to 

abandon their farms, suppliers, and livestock to white farmers and lien-lease merchants. 

The majority of black farmers gave up farming and sought out types of work. However, 

due to lack of jobs and the threats from the Klux Klux Klan, a large number of southern 

black moved to northern cities in search for work within factories and steel mills. This 

was known as the "Great Black Migration" (Taylor 406). 
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Black People lack Power to Change their Dire Conditions 

To understand how whites maintained their economic-social-political power in 

reference to re-enslaving black people, confiscating their land, and threating their 

livelihood, one needs to understand the essence of "power" a person or group of people 

use to get the results they desired. In the book The Forms of Power: from Domination to 

Transformation, Thomas Wartenberg states how "power" plays a major role in human 

behavior. Wartenberg defines power as "a set of distinct social phenomena that play 

essentially different but nonetheless related roles in the constitution both of individual 

social and of society as a whole" (8). Many sociologists suggest that to have power over 

another person or group of people is to create a value system of superiority that dominate 

a person or group of people (Anderson 165). In other words, whites maintain their power 

over the lives of black people in America because of the hierarchical social positions they 

have created for themselves within the public and private sectors (22). 

The hierarchical institutions used to maintain a white power structure within 

mainstream Americans was/is through their court systems, legislative bodies, and local 

ordinances. Other institutions such as banks, land relators, merchants, and labor unions 

also played a role. Many white scholars confirm this fact when they stated that to 

maintain their power/dominance and racial superiority is to "keep down by all means" 

blacks from achieving anything that would give them economic and political power to 

complete against mainstream whites (Myrdal 31). How did this work? America's 

mainstream institutions alone with the federal government collaborated to use negative 

images and literature about black people to continue their social-psychologically 

conditioning. The masses of black people were made to believe they need to depend on 
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them for their economic and social survival. When the mass of black people surrendered 

to the value system of mainstream America's, they separated themselves from their own 

culture, economic goals, and political aspirations. This created a deficiency in their 

Afrocentric mindset which is the base of a black power structure that promotes a positive 

culture identity and economic collaboration. This lack of a strong Afrocentric mindset 

meant they will remain as a permanent underclass in America (Wilson 53). 

As a permanent underclass and disenfranchised people, mainstream white 

institutions have dictated for years black people's fortunes and failures starting as far 

back as the Jim Crowism (re-enslavement) inception in 1896 (Stampp 79). Jim Crow 

laws were essential in creating an atmosphere within American society causing black 

people to feel powerless. Under this system of structural violence (Jim Crowism) black 

people were continuously robbed of any sense of their history, of any sense of 

progression, and of any sense connectedness to their past (Williams 311). For decades, 

mainstream white institutions have suppressed any economic values black people were 

highly committed too. These institutions prevented them from fulfilling their goals, being 

an independent people, and building and maintaining their own financial institutions 

(Wartenberg 72, Wilson 54). Other structural institutions such as media, schools, and 

churches joined forces to manipulate and destroyed black people's self-image and what 

they thought about themselves. 

To summarize, the financial and social problems that exist in black communities 

across the country today causes black people to be constantly trapped within a mindset of 

"the present", which means, blacks had to fight daily to sustain their lives, money, and 

properties to survive the next day (Wilson 55). Many mainstream institutions have 
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committed structural violence against black people for decades, where they have to 

overcome obstacles to plan for their future properly. They are denied, on many occasions, 

opportunities they believed could advance black agenda as a whole. For example, when 

the federal government allots money to states and city governments for public schools 

and community services black people would be counted out or receive very little 

resources. 

What one should learn from this chapter is that the issue of "power and 

domination white people have over black people. Whites in powerful positions have 

maintained their power over black people during slavery, reconstruction period, and Jim 

Crowism (re-enslavement). Furthermore, the U.S. Supreme Court played their part where 

they endorsed legal segregation so white people could maintain their supremacy over 

black people. The Great Betrayal by President Hayes' administration also curtailed the 

masses of black people's economic and social advancements as a whole for generations. 

Thus, the re-enslavement of black men and the land grab by white land owners took land 

and businesses from black framers which set black people as a whole back economically 

because the agricultural industries was the backbone of the American economy. This 

raises the question why didn't those elite/ middle class blacks and their political 

organization during nineteenth and twentieth centuries come together and built a strong 

black economy and educational system within their communities that would have 

prevented the dire economic and social conditions black people are with faced today? 
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Chapter 3 

Those Who Are the Same Kin Are Not the Same Kind 

There are many black and white scholars that have questioned: what historical 

role did black elite/middle class professionals play to advance the political-economic

social agenda for black people and their communities? This chapter examines this 

question, because the racist actions administered by most white people and their 

structural institutions were not the sole reason for the economic, social, and political 

disenfranchisement of black people in the past and in the present. The black masses 

economic and political failures also stem from elite/middle class of black educators, 

politicians, minsters, and professionals. They have consciously and unconsciously 

allowed themselves and their organizations, for their own selfish reasons and "standards 

of consumption", to be used by white philanthropists to neutralize any attempt to 

implement an independent black economy and an Afrocentric education system in 

opposition to the mainstream economy and educational system (Cruse 155, 174, 328, 

Frazier 128). 

I contend that black elites/ middle class professional and their organizations 

overtly or covertly monitored, curtailed, and in many cases stopped Black Nationalist's 

organizations whose agenda were to separate their people from mainstream America and 

uplift them out of the dire condition. There is evidence that the so-called "The Black 

Bourgeoisie" and their organizations would preach publicly that they wanted to see the 

masses of black people achieve economic and social success in America. However, 

behind the political-economic-social scenes, professional black organizations such as the 

National Advancement Association of Colored People (NAACP) and other black 
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organizations were financed, controlled, and directed by white philanthropists and 

governmental agencies to publicly promote an America first agenda to their people. Thus, 

at the same time, they were directed to help eliminate and destroy Black Nationalist and 

Communist organization's political-economic-social agendas (Franklin 98, Anderson 

176, Clarke 68, Curse 155, Karenga 189). (See Frazier's diagram 5) 

The point in this chapter is that from late 1800's to the 1970's, there has been this 

battle of ideologies between black elites/professionals and Black Nationalist 

organizations over the best formula to achieve economic, social, and political success for 

the black masses (Chapman 424). Black Nationalist organizations espoused that for the 

black masses to achieve economic success in America, they should separate themselves 

from mainstream white America. Subsequently, the black elite/professionals suggested 

that the black masses would become economically and socially successful if they 

assimilate and integrate within mainstream America. 

These ideological differences were debated over seventy years between four 

iconic black organizations starting in 1895 with Booker T. Washington and his Afro

American League organization. Washington became well-known as the first black 

industrialist whose mission was to build generational wealth based on owning their own 

agricultural and manufacture productions (Cruse, 1987: 70, 1967: 156, Gates 168). 

W.E.B. Du Bois was head of the National Association Advancement Color People 

(NAACP) at the turn of the 20th century and a member of the "Talent Tenth." Du Bois 

was opposed to Washington's industrial movement, and he felt that the first thing 

Negroes needed was to achieve the highest form of education and exercise their voting 

rights before any industrial revolution could be achieved (Curse 307, Gates 40). Marcus 
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Garvey and his Universal Negro Improvement Association (UNIA) espoused that the 

black masses needed their own economic agenda (similar to Washington's) to achieve 

economic-empowerment and regain a knowledge of their history, and if whites do not 

endorse an economic black agenda, black people need to separate themselves from the 

white race and move back to Africa because the masses of black would never receive 

justice in America (Cruse 1967, 156, 176, Clarke 189). Lastly, the Civil Rights leaders 

and their political organizations such as Martin Luther King's Southern Christian 

Leadership Conference (SCLC) and five other well- known elite/professional 

organizations of the 1950's-60's also battled with Black Nationalist organizations over 

the fraudulent integration and civil rights policies (Cruse 1987, p.38-39, Karenga 188) 

Case in point is that all four black movements/organizations wanted to repair the 

damage done to black people caused by the slavery and the .political economy 

(Capitalism). However, efforts by Black Nationalist Organizations to correct black 

people's problems were hampered by elites/middle class blacks. Furthermore, militant 

Black Nationalist Organizations were also destroyed by governmental officials (FBI/ J. 

Eagar Hoover) with the assistance from black elite or secret society organizations 

(Frazier 109-110) (See Boule emblem Appendix 5). In essence, from 1900- 1970 black 

political-social-economic ideologies were transformed on both sides of the political 

spectrum. Thousands of black men and women mainly in the North who were tired of the 

"social and psychological ravages" they were experiencing under the system of American 

capitalism. Something had to be done because race riots were happening across the 

country (Cruse, 1967, 236, 261, Frazier 22). The black masses became frustrated with 

false promises of Americanism while they continue to be locked out of skilled jobs, live 
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in poverty, lynched, and forced back into involuntary servitude through America's court 

system (Cruse 49, 147, 176, 198, Blackmon 4, 104, Gates 13-14). 

Afro-American League Organizations 

After the grate betrayal of 1877, the controversy between black organizations and 

their leaders started when Booker T. Washington suggested to the ex-slave in the south 

that in order to stop the racial oppression and receive respect from white people, they 

should "accept a deferential second-class position in American society" (Blackmon 90). 

Many elite blacks disagreed with Washington when he delivered those works from his 

famous speech at the "Atlanta Exposition" on September 18, 1895. He also stated that 

blacks should "Cast down your buckets where you are" -cast it down in making friends in 

every manly way of the people of all races by whom we are surrounded" (Gates 168). 

Washington suggested to the ex-black slaves that they needed to make their living from 

their own production industry. They need to use their hands, brains, and acquired skills 

toward a common occupation instead of wasting their time writing poetry and painting 

portraits (Gates 169). Washington knew that educated blacks, from any particular black 

institution, would not be hired by white organizations for their educational skills. He 

suggested that they needed to work alone side their white neighbors and build their own 

foundation in agriculture, mechanics, commerce, in domestic services, and in the 

professions (Gates 168). Washington's assessment was that black independence and 

economic empowerment will come only from having economic control over their own 

production, and ownership of some land, and resources to carry them into the future. In 

other word, an industrial education is needed rather than liberal art education (Cruse 178, 

Franklin 66). 
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Washington's argument was countered by America's most iconic black elite 

figure, educator, and author, W.E.B. Du Bois. He argued against Washington's 

readjustment and submission policies for economic empowerment through production in 

his 1903 book: The Souls of Blacks Folks (Delgado 3 79). Du Bois criticized 

Washington's "Atlanta Compromise" as a way to "maintain a monopoly on Black 

leadership" (Karenga 173). Du Bois suggested that black economic empowerment would 

come to the black masses and their communities through exceptional men. Du Bois felt 

that members of Talent Tenth were the best qualified from the race to guide the black 

masses away from their dire condition (Frazier 68, Karenga 174). Du Bois believed that 

the black masses should take full advantage of their right to vote, acquire a quality 

education, and fight for integration into the mainstream America (Delgado 380, Cruse 77, 

Karenga 173). Overall, Washington and other Black Nationalist Organizations felt that 

Du Bois' ideal that an educated elite class of black and women is the answer to their 

economic and social problems was obscured. 

The Rise of the Black Elites: The Talent Tenth/Boule 

In 1904, Dr. Henry Minton and five of his colleagues started the first Greek style 

black fraternity called Sigma Pi Phi in Philadelphia, PA. They were known also as "The 

Boule" (Frazier 94, Makow 1) (see the Boule's emblem: Appendix 5). The Boule, a black 

secret society organization, is similar to Yale's University Skull and Bones (white secret 

society) Organization. Boule members are selected from the well-educated, wealthy, and 

prominent group of black men and women from around the world (Makow 1 ). Lesley 
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Terry researched the Boule organization and he states that "The Boule recruits top blacks 

in American society into its ranks. Today, 5000+ Archon, (male Boule members) and 

their wives, (Archousais), with 112 chapters, make up the wealthiest group of black men 

and women on the planet. Archon means demon- the kind that likes to keep hidden" 

(Makow 1). The Boule serves the domestic and global interest of the white elites, and if 

they act according to their membership rules, they would be rewarded with money and 

prestige, and if they do not, each Boule member will be discredited publicly and privately 

(Makow 1). Henry Makow's research suggests that Talented Tenth was more than just a 

group of talented and educated black men and women; they were actually a front group 

for the Boule. Du Bois founded a Boule chapter in New York City. Makow quotes Du 

Bois statement about the Boule: "The Boule was created to keep black professional away 

from those people who oppose their moderate line of thinking and away from black 

nationalists like Marcus Garvey" (2). 

From the 1920's to 1940's, the secret black elite organization or the Talented 

Tenth did not call themselves publicly "the Boule" because they wanted to remain hidden 

from the general black public. (Frazier 95). They were promoted and financed by 

"philanthropic foundations supported by northern industrialist" (Frazier 96). Their 

businesses and churches were supported by the black masses; however, their school's 

endowments, political organization, and other establishments were funded by foundations 

such as the Peabody and Rosenwald. These foundations funded the Boule based on how 

they expressed their views about race relations or economic resentment within their 

works ofliterature, poetry, and art. And if they did anything in a manner that the 
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foundations did not like their funding and media exposure would be stopped (Frazier 97, 

Cruse 100). 

The Talented Tenth's main contributors were W.E.B. Du Bois and his colleague 

Alian Locke. Du Bois and Locke were credited for starting the Harlem Renaissance or a 

New Negro Movement in 1925 (Frazier 122, Karenga 469). The Harlem Renaissance 

showcased the Talented Tenth's artistic skills base on an Afrocentric theme. The Harlem 

Renaissance was supposed to destroy the old image of black people as an inferiority race; 

however, critics suggest that the movement seemed to uplift those elite/middle class 

black artists and writers only (Karenga 306). They (Talented Tenth) wanted the 

mainstream white professionals to see that they were not like the masses of black people; 

they are "New Negroes" (Karenga 469). A New Negro Movement was supported by 

black organization such as the Urban League and the (N.A.A.C.P), but some members 

criticized how the New Negro movement was being financed by white philanthropist who 

steered the political agendas of both he Urban League and NAACP (Curse 155, Karenga 

189). 

Black Nationalist Organizations believed that for the masses of black to succeed 

in America, they need to establish their own independent black economy separate from 

the mainstream economy. They should also practice Black Nationalism within all of their 

social and political agendas (Curse 158). However, the black elite/Talent Tenth felt that 

an independent black economy was unrealistic, because black nationalists groups have 

not clearly defined what a black economy is, and historically, black nationalists groups 

do not have any real experience in business (Karenga 176, Curse 307) .. Furthermore, the 

black elite/Talent Tenth would not even think of working with any Black Nationalist 
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organizations. They would "rather be tarred and feathered than be suspected of the 

nationalist taint" (Curse 309). Many Talented Tenth/black elite members stated publicly 

that their mental mindset is not within the same economic conditions as the black masses, 

and they felt offended when they were accused as such (Zuberi 153). 

By the 1930's, black intellectuals agreed with the ideal ofrace consciousness, but 

they proclaimed their selves to be "black Anglo Saxons-white men in black skins" 

(Banner-Haley 20). At the end of the day, elite/middle class black intellectuals believed 

that theory of capitalism and class alliance, and not the issue of race, was the best way for 

the black masses to escape their dire condition. There were many black people who 

questioned ifthe poor black masses were really a part of the New Negro Movement? 

Their answer would come by way of a man named Marcus Garvey and his Universal 

Negro Improvement Association (UNIA). 

Universal Negro Improvement Association (UNIA) 

To sum up: Garvey is a sincere hard-working idealist; he is also a stubborn, domineering 
leader of the mass; he has worthy industrial and commercial schemes but he is an 
inexperienced business man. His dreams ofNegro industry, commerce and the ultimate 
freedom of Africa are feasible; but his methods are bombastic wasteful, illogical and 
ineffective and almost illegal. If he learns by experience, attracts strong and capable 
friends and helpers instead of making needless enemies; if he gives up secrecy and 
suspicion and substitutes open and frank reports as to his income and expenses, and 
above all if he is willing to be a co-worker and not a czar, he may yet in time succeed in 
at least starting some of his schemes toward accomplishment. But unless he does these 
things and does them quickly he cannot escape failure."(The Crisis: March 1920, January 
1921) 

The Marcus Garvey's UNIA movement was opposed to the black elite's New 

Negro movement (Clark 4). The above article come from W.E.B. Du Bois' (Talent 

Tenth) Crisis magazine that portrayed Garvey as a self-centered, incapable, illogical, and 

ineffective leader that could not lead a Negro Movement. On one hand, you have Du 
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Bois who publicly denounced Booker T. Washington's industrial production movement 

that was designed to help Negroes pull themselves up by their own boot straps. And on 

the other hand, you had Marcus Garvey who favored Washington's ideals, but disagreed 

with Du Bois' that black people should adapt the European style of an education and 

ideology for black empowerment (Karenga 177, Frazier 120). Garvey espoused that 

blacks needed to be self-reliant, independence, and separated themselves from white 

people for their survival. Garvey message was that the black masses should become self

empowered and economically independence by excluding whites from all of their 

business concerns (Clark 4, Karenga 177). 

Garvey originated from Kingston, Jamaica. He arrived in Harlem, New York in 

1916 (Clark 6, Karenga 175), Garvey's mission to help black people started when he 

traveled across America and the Caribbean Islands and became frustrated with the dire 

condition of black people. In America, he witnessed firsthand the humiliation and 

discrimination of black people under the system of Jim Crowism (re-enslavement) 

(Clarke 5). Dr. John Henrik Clarke acknowledges in Marcus Garvey and the Vision of 

Africa that Garvey wanted to change black people's dire condition through a system of 

black empowerment (Clarke 5, Karenga 175). Garvey formed his Black Nationalist ideals 

when he read Booker T. Washington's book Up from Slavery. Clarke writes that "the 

book and its ideals had a strong influence on his concept of leadership and its 

responsibility and helped form the theoretical basic of would later become the 

Garveyism" (36). After reading and digesting Washington's ideals, Garvey started the 

first chapter of the Universal Negro Improvement Association (UNIA) in Fr.ance and 

England (Frazier 120). UNIA' s mission was to establish black institutions; Afrocentric 
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based schools; and independent black nation on African continent. Most importantly, 

"Garvey argued for race purity and race first; while Du Bois argued for integration" 

(Karenga 177, Frazier 120). 

Garvey wanted more than just a New Negro Movement, but a "total African 

Redemption" Therefore, Garvey expand UNIA branches around the world, that consisted 

of over 800 chapters in 40 countries, on four continents (Clarke 5, Chapman 424). The 

UNIA movement reached its peak in 1920 at a 30 day convention in New York City's 

Madison Square Garden Auditorium. There were twenty-five thousands Negro delegates 

in attendance that supported the UNIA movement. Garvey set the agenda of the 

organization when he addressed the audience: 

We are the descendants of a people determined to suffer no longer. Our forefathers 
suffered many years on both hemispheres, many years of abuse from an alien race. 
Garvey further noted, we knew Negroes, we men who have returned from war-we will 
dispute every inch of the way until we win. We will begin by framing a bill ofrights of 
the Negro race with a constitution to guide the life and destiny of the 400,000,000. 
(New York Times Aug 3, 1920) 

The Convention's version of a New Negro began with their universal motto, "On God! 

One Aim! One Purpose! Up you mighty race; you can accomplish what you will" 

(Clarke 8). Their motto was a rallying cry for the Negro people to change their social-

economic-political conditions. The convention preamble contained 50 Declaration of 

Rights that they demand be carried out by Negro people from around the world. There 

were four particular declarations that focused on segregation, lynching, and Afrocentric 

education and how education should be administered to the masses of Black people: 

20. We protest against segregated districts, separate public conveyances, industrial 
discrimination, lynching and limitation of any Negro citizen in any part of the world on 
account of race, color or creed, and will exert our full influence and power against all 
such, 
22. We protest against the system of education in any country where Negroes are 
denied the same privileges and advantage as other races. 
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31. We declare that the teaching in any school by alien [White] teachers to our boys and 
girls, that the alien race is superior to the Negro people of the world. 
49. We declare that the instructions given Negro children in school include the subject 
of"Negro History" to their benefit. (Clarke 447-451) 

Unlike the New Negro Movement (Du Bois and Locke) that was financed by 

wealthy white philanthropists, UNIA received its financial support by way of dollars, 

quarters, dimes, nickels, and pennies donated by the black masses. Garvey message 

succeeded in reversing the mental conditioning of millions of his followers caused by 

slavery, and other exploitive tools used to keep blacks down. The UNIA movement also 

helped to restore race pride back in blacks by reversing the self-hatred and despair 

embedded in their minds about themselves during slavery. 

Over the years of fighting against the government and the Talent Tenth, Garvey's 

UNIA movement was destroyed after five years (1919-25) with Garvey going to prison 

on a mail fraud conviction. Garvey stated that mail fraud allegations were manufactured, 

and when he was released from prison, he was deported back to Jamaica (Curse 1987, 79, 

Frazier 121 ). Garvey blamed the fall of the organization on Du Bois and his followers. In 

Garvey's newspaper publication The Negro World, it stated on January 21, 1922 that 

"men were paid by certain organization to make trouble calling themselves the Negro 

Advancement Association. They paid men to dismantle our machinery and otherwise 

damage it so to bring about the downfall of the movement." (The Crisis 213, quoting in 

The Negro World, 1922). As stated above, the Boule/Talented Tenth's mission was to 

stop the Garvey movement and any forms of a Black Nationalist mindset. 

The evidence above is clear that when slavery ended white people and their 

mainstream institutions were not the sole reason for black people's economic and social 

dire conditions in America. Although, white people did control black people's economic, 
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political, and social aspirations through the political economy and the system of Jim 

Crowism (semi-slavery); however, not all black people were poor and jobless. Even 

though, the system of Jim Crow legislated that all black people be treated in the same 

manner, the majority of elite/middle class blacks across the country felt that they were 

better than lower-class blacks, so they were treated differently by mainstream whites 

(Anderson 92). 

Over the years, elite/middle class blacks would sell their souls for financial gains 

special positions and meritorious manumission at the expense of black communities. 

They emigrated out of black communities causing their poor black brothers and sisters 

who had to defend for themselves within hostile urban and rural environments. Carter G. 

Woodson documented this fact during the 1940's that those black elites "join with ill

designing persons to handicap his people by systematized exploitation. Feeling that the 

case of the Negro is hopeless, the 'educated' Negro decides upon the course of personally 

profiting by whatever he can do in using these people as a means to an end" (104-5). 

Thus, they used the dire condition of the black people mass as reason to separate 

themselves to gain a place within mainstream America. 

Carter G. Woodson was one of those educated "Talented Tenth" who later 

disagreed with his fellow colleague's on the issue on how to educate the black masses 

within his classic book: The Mis-Education of the Negro. Woodson believed that the 

Talent Tenth adopted the European educational system as being their own. This 

hampered the black masses' mental development (95). Woodson felt that black teachers 

were mis-educating their students because they were not being taught the knowledge of 

their own African history, their God, and their enemy. This type of a European 
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education caused them to "become a perfect device for control from without" (96). 

Woodson figured that when blacks are taught to accept the Eurocentric educational 

system, they surrender themselves to what is best for Europeans (97). Woodson further 

stated that Black High Schools and Black Colleges are rewarded with financial help and 

their teachers are given scholarly credibility by white philanthropists only when they 

become scholars of a European educational system. They would also be rewarded when 

they teach the same European education they learned to their black students. They would 

be shunned aside if they taught a scholarly Afrocentric education that would uplift the 

black masses out of their slave mentality (127). 

Henceforth, the black masses have been mis-educated with help from black 

educators/Talent Tenth. Black teachers did not fight for the type of educational system 

that would give black people knowledge of themselves. Moreover, other black scholars 

felt that blacks were being educated to act and think the same as Europeans, and not like 

African people. In actuality, mainstream education has conditioned the masses of blacks 

to want to work for the mainstream instead of creating jobs for themselves. How were 

blacks mis-educated and what does it really means? 

1. Blacks are taught to look away from any African- centric from of 

knowledge. This prevents them from having any knowledge and 

connection glorious past. 
2. Blacks are taught a Eurocentric form of education that teaches black to 

maintain European power as the central power of the world. 
3. Blacks are educated according to white's estimation of black 

intelligence, as they have an immediate need to shape and direct it. 

4. Black teachers who are trained in a Eurocentric education system pass 

the same black inferior mindset down to their students (Woodson 22-

23 ). 
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Woodson noted that the mainstream Eurocentric education system established the present 

day code of morality within the black people and their communities. Woodson adds that 

when the masses of blacks are educated by their former oppressor, their minds are 

implanted with an inferior mindset so they will become socially controlled (103). In the 

end, the mainstream educational system conditioned the black masses where they are 

systematically controlled to think and act in a way that is desirable for others. In the 

words of Carter G. Woodson: 

If you control a man's thinking you do not have to worry about his actions. When 
you determine what a man shall think, you do not have to concern yourself about 
what he will do. If you make a man feel that he is inferior, you do not have to 
compel him to accept an inferior status, for he will seek it himself. If you make a 
man think that he is justly an outcast, you do not have to order him to the back 
door. He will go without being told and if there is no back door, his very nature 
will demand one (pg. 84 ). 
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Chapter 4 

The Failure to Integrate 

As stated in chapter 3, changes in federal legislation outlawed centuries of 

legal segregation (Jim Crowism). New federal legislation opened the "mainstream" door 

mainly for upper/middle class black professionals who were in the forefront of the Civil 

Rights Movement. Being accepted by the mainstream, they felt that they had to abandon 

their urban communities. As a result of black professionals being accepted by 

mainstream America, the remaining black masses were handicapped without proper 

leadership which caused their communities to become financially unstable. Without the 

proper leadership from black professionals, it became hard for the black masses to 

compete economically and politically with other ethnic group who came into black 

communities to took control over where black professional left off (Anderson 187). This 

chapter is an analysis of desegregation legislation and the failure of the masses of black 

people to integrate fully within mainstream America. The failure of the black masses to 

integrate fully within mainstream America, some say is the result of their dire condition 

the suffer from today 

The point stressed here about integration is that during the 1950's and 1960's the 

ideal to end legal segregation that would allow black people to fully integrate within 

mainstream Americans did not come about because white people started loving black 

people overnight. Meaning Civil Right desegregation legislation came about after World 

War II because the country was being criticized for promoting itself as the leader of 

freedom, justice, and democracy, but the country's black citizens were still experiencing 

racial injustices. Richard Delgado stated in Explaining the Rise and Fall of Africans 
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American Fortunes-Interest Convergence and Civil Rights Gains that if America 

wanted to improve their image around the world , they country needed to achieve 

meaningful Civil Rights desegregation legislation (pg. 3 71 ). One of the first 

desegregation decisions to change segregation laws in America was implemented by The 

U.S. Supreme Court with the passing of Brown v. Board of Education decision in 1954. 

The Brown ruling desegregated America's public school system, but critics suggest that 

the decision was to enhance the country's image around the world as a leader of freedom 

and democracy. 

Mary Dudziak states in Cold War Civil Rights: Race and the Images of American 

Democracy that before the U.S. government passed any desegregation laws, a "Bargain," 

was made, out of public's eye, between the government and leaders from moderate Civil 

Rights Organizations in exchange for meaningful integration legislation (Dudziak 39). 

Furthermore, to ensure that leaders from moderate Civil Rights Organizations, or some 

called Social Movement Organizations (SMOs), stuck to their side of the bargain 

agreement, professional organizing groups were assigned to "oversee" their political-

social-economic agendas. 

Did Black Leadership Bargain Away Black People's future for Mainstream 
integration? 

After World War II, leaders of communist countries criticized the U.S. 

government because of the country's racist actions toward their black citizens and black 

soldiers returning from the war (Well 23). They knew that thousands of black soldiers 

who fought and died while fighting in America's foreign wars were treated with total 
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disrespect by mainstream American citizens when they returned home. Many soldiers 

that resided particularly within the southern part of the country were lynched while still 

wearing the service uniforms (Well 25). Another vivid image that embarrassed the county 

world worldwide after the war that filled many newspapers headlines was when black 

people marched in America's streets fighting for their Civil Rights. 

The United States promoted an image around the world as the leader of free-world; 

however, this image started to weaken because the country was being viewed as 

hypocritical due to the way the country was treating their black citizens. During the 

1950's, the U.S. government did not want moderate or militant Black Organizations to 

add to the criticism the country 'was facing, particularly from their nemesis, the Soviet 

Union (Delgado 371). The U.S. State Department which is the foreign affairs arm of the 

government had to do something on a large scale to save America's image abroad 

(Dudziak 80). Dudziak uncovered a letter written in 1950 to the Fair Employment 

Practices Commission (FEPC) by then Secretary of State Dean Acheson in reference to 

why the U. S. State Department needed to do something spectacular to reverse the 

country's negative image on race relations: 

[T]he existence of discrimination against minority group in this country has an 
adverse effect upon our relations with other countries. We are reminded over 
and over by some foreign newspapers and spokesmen, that our treatment or 
various minorities leaves much to be desired .... Frequently we find it next to 
impossible to formulate a satisfactory answer to our critics in other countries. 
An atmosphere of suspicion and resentment in a country over the way a minority 
is being treated in the United States is a formidable obstacle to the development 
of mutual understanding and trust between the two countries. We will have 
better international relations when these reasons for suspicion and resentment 
have been removed. (Dudziak 80) 

Although, Acheson acknowledged that America has a race discrimination problems and it 

does have the potential to interfere with U.S. foreign relations. 



Ware 73 

In Edward Bernay's the book called Propaganda; he suggested that Acheson's 

acknowledgment of racism is a common propaganda tool used by U.S. governmental 

officials to protect the country's image and interest world-wide (pg.34). Bernays noted 

that the U.S. government use films, information agency broadcasts, and press releases to 

put a positive spin on the country's political problems, and in this case, race relations in 

the U.S. (Bernays 72). When Heads of State ask the officials from the U.S. government 

why black people are being mistreated in American, the government would used 

propaganda statements to explain away their reason such as: "although the history of 

slavery had left the young country a legacy of racism and black economic disadvantage, 

progress was being made and education would soon lift up the black population" 

(Delgado 375). Some critics would suggest that this statement has yet to become true. 

The U.S. government wanted the world to believe that white Americans wanted 

equality for all Americans because there had been a rise in black writers, physicians, and 

professional athletes. Critics of the U.S. government suggested that elected officials 

would propped up a few successful blacks in the media to express globally that the 

country has made progress in race relations. Black Nationalists considered those black 

professionals propped up in the media a form of tokenism to apiece the black masses. 

They continue to suggest that showcasing a few black professionals in the media is not an 

endorsement for a significant change in Civil Rights legislation (Delgado 3 77, Franklin 

124). 

Promoting black professionals as making progress was not enough to there has 

been a change in race relations; therefore, the government had to show further evidence 

to the world that the is the leader of freedom, justice, and equality. As gesture to black 
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people, nations abroad, and some say a test case for mainstream whites to see how they 

would react to desegregation, the U.S. Supreme Court was brought into the forefront of 

the integration debate. This test case started in 1954 when a team of lawyers (e.g. former 

Supreme Court Judge Thurgood Marshall a CIA agent) from the National Association for 

the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) presented a landmark case to end Jim 

Crowism in reference to the public school system; the case was called the Brown v. 

Board of Education (Fireside 296). N.A.A.C.P's lawyers succeed in reversing a portion 

of Jim Crowism in reference to separate but equal public schools. They proved through a 

scientific demonstration called "The Doll Test" that young black children/ students fail to 

advance in America's school system because they are so socially conditioned to see 

themselves as inferior (Fireside 297). These lawyers presented their findings to the court 

that when black children are given different colors dolls to choose which ones they 

thought was pretty and which one was ugly; the children picked the white doll as pretty 

and the black doll as ugly (Fireside 297). These lawyers suggested that is a prime 

example of how the system of Jim Crowism has created a self-hate attitude on the part of 

black children. This social-psychological conditioning could also be contributed to the 

reason why black children are failing within the public school system alone with unequal 

funding for black oriented public schools (Fireside 300, Banner-Haley 31, Cruse 1987, 

p. 72, 185, Karenga 186). In the end, The United States Supreme Court ruled that 

segregated public schools are unconstitutional. 

After the court's ruling, the black masses believed that mainstream America 

would open their doors and integrate their public schools, particularly within southern 

states. The Court ordered school authorities in each district with deliberate speed "make a 
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prompt and reasonable start" (Firestone, 308). The leaders of each school district refused 

to follow the new law and they had the support from the majority of mainstream whites. 

The resistance to a desegregation public school system came to a head in 1957 in Little 

Rock, Arkansas when President Eisenhower ordered the National Guard men to assort 

nine black students to a local all white high school to defend their civil rights and defend 

them against "white mobs" who did not want black to attend white only schools 

(Fireside, 309). Whites resented being forced by law to integrate their schools. Many 

whites were concern that once black people integrated within mainstream schools, they 

would want to integrate within their communities, and then integrate their jobs. However, 

it was not until 1971, particularly in the Southern states, that busing started to take hold 

because white resistance had melted away (Fireside 313, Anderson 89, 187, Curse 1987, 

p.57). 

In essence, desegregation/integration of public schools meant that Civil Rights 

leaders settled for busing black students to white schools (Banner-Haley 31, Cruse 1987, 

p. 72, 185). However, what was interesting about the Brown decision in reference to why 

they decided then to reverse decades of racial segregation within American school system 

is the reason given by a governmental official who state that the decision was made due 

to "under pressure of litigation sponsored by the National Association for the 

Advancement of Colored People (NAACP), the court had been gradually undermining 

the 'separate but equal' principles laid down in the Plessey v Ferguson decision in 1896" 

(Garraty 425). Civil Rights attorney, Derrick Bell stated in Race, Racism and American 

Law that something was strange about the Supreme Court's decision. As a matter of fact, 

the NAACP Legal Defense fund fought for decades all throughout the southern part of 
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the country to change segregation laws and increase federal and state funding to black 

schools. They lost almost every time, so why the Supreme Count decided to change Jim 

Crow legislation made now (Bell 159). 

Carter G. Woodson stated decades before the Brown decision in The Mis

education of The Negro that it has always been in the government's best interest to keep 

the black masses mis-educated in order to control their minds and behavior ( 49). For Bell, 

the Brown case was not based on the well-being of black students, but to gain an edge in 

the Cold War politics between Russia and the U.S. in reference to U.S. national security 

and foreign competition (Bell 524, Delgado 372). Richard Delgado agreed with Bell's 

opinion that "gains for blacks coincide with white self-interest and materialize at times 

when elite groups need a break through for African American usually for the sake of 

world appearances or the imperatives of competition" (3 71 ). 

Mary Dudziak noted during the years of Civil Rights Movements the reversal of 

segregation legislation especially the public schools system, was not due solely to skills 

of NAACP lawyers, but also from a "bargain" made between the government and 

national black leadership (Delgado 376). Mary Dudziak added to Bell's theory that 

national black leaders made a bargain with the U.S. government in exchange for 

meaningful civil rights legislation. There was an implicit bargain agreement reached 

from behind the political scene between the government and moderate national black 

leaders. The deal was that they were to convince the black masses to demonstrate their 

loyalty to America, reject communism, and support foreign wars (e.g. North Vietnam) 

(Dudziak 113-118). This implicit bargain also became an implicit warning to those so

called black militant activists, communist sympathizers, and disenfranchised Civil 
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Rights leaders who spoke out against the U.S. government domestic and foreign 

policies. Those groups and individuals who do not follow the bargain would be 

perceived as a threat to America's national security and immediate action would be 

taken against them if they (Delgado 377). Hence, moderate national black leaders and 

their organization became indebted to the U.S. government. 

A prime example of the government taking action against National Civil Rights 

leader who did not fulfill their bargain agreement was with Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. 

As long as Rev. King preached against poverty, homelessness, civil rights violations, and 

workers' rights his position in mainstream would be respected by whites. However, 

when Martin King deviated from his message especially when he delivered his famous 

speech against the Vietnam War on April 4 1967 entitled: Beyond Vietnam; A Time to 

Break the Silence. He broke the bargain agreement, and one year later, on April 4, 1968, 

the same day he delivered that famous speech, he was assassinated. What a consequence! 

On the other side of the Brown argument was from those black conscientious 

thinkers who suggested that while the masses of blacks were celebrating the landmark 

Brown desegregation victory, the Brown decision was a symbolic gesture of appearance 

to show that the U.S. government was doing something meaningful to integrate black 

citizens within the mainstream America. They felt that the black masses should not 

accept whole-heartily those integration promises offered by the government, because it is 

not a move toward economic and educational empowerment for black people after 400 

years of servitude (Delgado 375, Cruse 1987). From the Black Nationalists stand point, 

they believed that integrating poor urban and rural black students within white schools is 

not the answer in solving their educational problems; the answer is to fund black schools 
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at the same rate as white schools, alone with an Afrocentric based educational system 

(Woodson 150). In addition, Black Nationalists saw that the only social, political, and 

economic progress coming out of Brown was for those elite/middle children to integrate 

fully into within mainstream America schools, but the black masses of black students 

would remain in their unfunded and lack of resource schools. 

Many Civil Rights Organizations and the majority of black people were satisfied 

with the passing of desegregation laws that ended segregated public schools alone with 

the 1957 ruling the desegregated public facilities locations along federal interstates 

highways. However, to stabilized the immediate demands for total integration by local 

and national grassroots Civil Rights Organizations and to prevent any further political 

embarrassment worldwide, many black Civil Rights Organizations were sabotaged by 

outside forces called Professional Social Movement Organizers. 

How Professional Social Movement Organizations (SMOs) Were Used to Control 
the Traditional Social Movement Organizations 

As previously stated, the government decided to promote and finance the political 

and social agendas of moderate Social Movement Organizations (SMO) (Jenkins 811). 

Black Nationalist who never really trusted hand picked members of traditional SMO. 

They spoke out in speeches and in the media that those Social Movement Organizations 

(SMO) who were supported by the government should have accomplish more meaningful 

Civil Rights legislation that would help the masses of black people instead of a few 

blacks from the upper/middle classes (Cruse 1987, pg. 200). To curtail any subversive 

moves of influence by Black Nationalist Organizations upon Social Movement 

Organizations (SMO), the government induced a professional element to traditional 
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Social Movement Organizations (SMO) (Jenkins 810). The prominent Civil Rights 

Movement Organizations that were popular on the national level at that time was: 

National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP), Martin L. 

King's Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC) and Roy Innis' Harlem based 

Congress of Racial Equality (CORE), Student Non-violent Coordinating Committee 

(SNCC), and Black Panther Party (BPP), and among others (Jenkins 811, Delgado 373). 

If these Civil Rights Organizations submit to professionals who have more experience in 

leading and developing organization's political agendas were given money and unlimited 

access to the media to get their "moderate" messages to integrate the black masses within 

mainstream America (Jenkins 813). 

Craig Jenkins reports in Channeling Black Insurgency about inserting 

professional organizers within SMOs. He stated that professionals who were assigned to 

guide the agenda of those grassroots SM Os felt that they were powerless and not to be 

taken seriously by mainstream white/black elite/middle-classes. Most of the grassroots 

SM Os were disorganized, with money problems and they have a lack of fortitude to make 

serious changes within black communities solely on their own (814). Jenkins argued that 

the Civil Rights protest movement of the 1960's was finally taken serious due to a new 

social protest by the professional led Social Movement Organizations (SMOs). The 

professional SMO's political strategy to change the country's segregation laws was 

different compared to the political strategies of the grassroots SM Os, because their 

political strategies were considered outdated. 

Jenkins researched the works of John McCarty and Mayer Zald whom studied 

the differences in the strategies of the professional SM Os and their impact during the 
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sixties and seventies (815). They suggested that the differences between the grassroots 

SMOs and professional SMOs were that "professionals SMOs had outside leaders, full 

paid staff, non-existent or paper membership that mobilized their resource from external 

or 'conscience' constituencies, and attempted to 'speak for' rather than mobilizes direct 

beneficiaries" (815). Some of the well-known professional SM Os that evolved during the 

Civil Rights Movement were the NAACP-Leal Defense Fund led by Thurgood Marshall 

and the Environment Defense Fund (Jenkins 814). These foundations were backed 

financially by corporate entities such as The Ford Foundation, Rockefeller's Brothers 

Fund, and the United Auto Worker Union who were also the financial support group 

behind many of the events during the Civil Rights Movement (Delgado 382). Critics of 

professional led SMOs believe that their purpose was to silence the political outcry by 

black people around the country by pacifying the grassroots Social Movement 

Organizations with money and jobs (Delgado 383). As the old saying goes, "He who pays 

the piper calls the tune" illustrates how rules and regulations of professional SM O's help 

shape the political agenda of grassroots SMO s. Jenkins listed a few ways in which 

mainstream elites guided the integration agenda of professional SMO's in order to 

receive their support. This was done to steer them away from any anti-Americanism 

feeling and uniting their members with the ideology Black Nationalist Organizations: 

• Classical SMO's lack of patronage was detrimental to their indigenous 
mobilization. 

• Elites diverted leaders from indigenous organizing and exacerbated inter 
organizational rivalries, thereby promoting the decay of the organization. 

• Elites restructured professional SMOs that become embroiled in protest. 
• Elite restructured professional SMO's general system before representing their 

political interests. (815). 
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Consequently, professional SMOs emphasized social control so black could be gradually 

integrate within the mainstream, rather than fighting to insert them all at once (Jenkins 

818, Cruse, 1987, p.360). 

During the height of Civil Rights Movement, professional SM Os were more 

politically and socially active than the traditional SMOs (Jenkins 816). However, there 

was criticism from Black Nationalist Organizations that professional led SMOs were 

meddling in the affairs of the black masses, restraining them from attaining the real 

freedom, justice, and equality they sought after (Jenkins 815). Jenkins reported that Black 

Nationalist Organizations spoke out about professional SMOs controlled and channeled 

the moderate wing of the traditional SM Os toward institutionalized tactics that would 

diffuse the possibilities of radical difference (815). Black Nationalist Organizations 

believed that the mission of Professional SMO' s were to convince the black masses, just 

as the Talent Tenth tried to do in the 1920's, to follow their political leadership and 

distant themselves away from any militant Black Nationalist Organizations. Overall, 

SMOs involved themselves in the Civil Rights Movement as a response to the threat 

posed by a grass root social movement (816). 

Black Nationalist Organizations saw no real change in the dire condition of the 

black masses. The only change they saw from the involvement of professional outsiders 

who were supposed to have political legitimacy and access to governn1ent insiders was 

the political and economic advancements of black elite/middle class (Jenkins 816). 

Dudziak stated that when professional led SMOs were exposed for helping the 

government to maintain black oppression and controlling black people's social 

aspirations. Black Nationalist groups indicted professional SMOs publicly as 
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collaborators for the government (378). Black Nationalist scholars critiqued those black 

professionals as selected leaders of the community appointed and financed by the white 

ruling class: "These negro heads of important institution and organization represent the 

Whiteman's 'indirect rule' over black communities. It is the voice of these 'leaders' that 

is the voice of the race" (Williams 318). These black professionals considered themselves 

the voice of hope for the black masses. Their voices of hope have always come from 

someone among the grassroots particularly from Nationalist Organizations. However, 

there were problems on the horizon for those black organizations who demand with 

deliberate speed that the U.S. government do than just integrate schools, lunch counters, 

and public toilets. 

During the 1960's, outspoken grassroots leadership from both Civil Rights and 

Black Nationalist Organizations demanded political and social reform from the 

government that attracted millions of black people to their movement (Jenkins 820, 

Cruse, 1987, p.362). This has caused both Civil Rights and Black Nationalist 

Organizations to become under surveillance by the FBI and U.S. State Department 

because their ideologies appeared as threat to the country's national security (Jenkins 

820. Karenga 202) The FBI and U.S. State Department feared the possibilities ofracial 

unrest orchestrated by members of both moderate SMO and Black Militant Organizations 

who remained frustrated because the masses of blacks continue to live under separate and 

unequal conditions in the land of great wealth (Jenkins 816). 

To curtail the "Black Power Movement", the director of the FBI J. Edgar Hoover 

implemented a program called COINTELPRO (Counter Intelligence Program) (Karenga 

201). COINTELPRO was a series of covert projects where the FBI survelled, infiltrated, 
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discredited, and disrupted any domestic organizations deemed to be "subversive." 

Hoover assigned 41 agents to spy on and internally destroy any black leader or 

organization he felt was a threat to the security of the U.S. (Karenga 202). The FBI would 

bug black leader's phones, homes, and offices to attain information to use against them 

and other leaders of organizations. When the FBI attained certain amounts of 

information, Hoover used it to spread mis-information to create a division internally and 

externally amongst black organizations. This would cause political end-fighting amongst 

them and would sidetrack them away from their social-economic-political agendas. As 

long as SMOs and Black Nationalists were fighting each other over issues such as 

integration verses separation nothing was accomplished to help the black masses get out 

their dire condition. 

White Flight: An Opposition to Integration 

After landmark Brown v. Board decision mainstream national black leadership 

underestimated white people's reaction in their response to school integration. After 

desegregation legislation laws were passed in 1964, the majority of whites did not want 

to integrate with blacks and they did all they could to separate themselves from the black 

masses. Their opposition to desegregation legislation was when blacks (elite/middle 

class) started to move in their inner-city communities that had already limited housing 

(Mohl 6). As a result, whites immigrated from inner cities to suburbia locations 

segregating themselves from both rich and poor black people (Mohl 6, Chasin 751). 

However, real estate agents used red-lining techniques to steer middle-class blacks from 

following whites to their suburban communities (Cashin 743). 
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Studies demonstrate that historically when blacks move into white communities 

and their numbers reach 5% to 8%, whites sell their homes and move out of the 

community (Anderson 187). White flight became a cycle when elite/middle class blacks 

tried to integrate within all white communities. Supreme Court Justice Clarence Thomas 

adds that white flight is a result from white people believing that black enrollment in an 

all-white school and community is "intrinsically problematic" (Cashin 747). Therefore, as 

black resident's numbers increased in white communities, whites would sell their homes 

to other middle class or lower-income blacks, and the former all white neighborhood 

would become a high-priced black slum. However, mainstream whites still worked near 

their old neighborhoods, so they needed the means to by which to travel from their 

suburbs to the city. 

The mass production of automobiles made emigration much easier for mainstream 

whites to move out of the inner-city. For example, in 1955, Americans purchased 7.4 

million new cars. This automobile revolution increased vehicles on the road to 61 million 

(Mohl 12). Lower, moderate, and high income earners access to cars allowed them to 

travel further distances. This includes the rising black population who emigrated from the 

southern states in record numbers between 1940 and 1960 to northern and eastern states 

looking for jobs and homes. Black migrants searched for inner-city housing spilled over 

into white communities creating pressure on whites to move out. (Mohl 12). Their access 

to cars allowed mainstream whites and middle-class blacks to escape from the crowed 

inner-city. Mainstream Americans created suburbs, small towns, and communities across 

the country for themselves. More cars meant over-crowded roadways in and out of major 

Metropolitans areas (Downtown). 
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To make access easier for suburbanites to travel in and out of metropolitan cities 

unimpeded by urban areas and people, the federal government funded and assisted 

interstate highway officials and private agencies such as Urban Land Institute to build 

highways and freeways throughout the country (Mohl 4, Nationalatlas 1). Raymond Mohl 

researched the statement made by Thomas MacDonald chairman of the National 

Interregional Highway Committee that during the laterl 940's and early 1950's there was 

a plan in the works to enhance urban area by building interstate freeways through them 

(10). His mission was to redeveloped large cities by clearing away urban slum areas with 

interstate highways and freeways. Therefore, suburban residents could travel back and 

forth through urban communities unimpeded. MacDonald confirmed in a speech he 

delivered to Chamber of Commerce Conference there was an agenda to redevelopment 

urban areas. He stated that others agreed with him that a new urban highway would 

revitalize cities and create better living conditions for people in the suburbs. "It is a happy 

circumstance that living conditions for the family can be re-established and permit the 

social as well as economic decay at the heart of the cities to be converted to a public 

asset" (Mohl 8-9). Therefore, the agenda was set to prevent poor and rich blacks from 

integrating within mainstream America 

Congress and the Senate debated for years about where inter-state highway 

system should be built. In 1956 the U.S. Congress passed and President Eisenhower 

signed the Highway Act to construct 42,500 mile nationwide highway system to 

accommodate traffic forecasted for the next 20 years (Nationalatlas 2, Mohl 4). The 

federal government funded states that gave local public officials and policymakers the 

rights to build inter-states highways through communities of their choice. The point 
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emphasized here is that to ease traffic congestion federal, states, and city officials 

decided to avoid building a major highway system through mainstream communities, but 

they were built through black communities labeled deteriorating slums (Mohl 28). 

Therefore, the black masses did not integrate or assimilate with mainstream Americans 

due to urban renewal and city growth. Therefore, from 1949 to 1967, 600 public housing 

projects were launched in 700 cities to relocate urban blacks into new sprawling ghettos 

to stop them from following white/black middleclass to the suburbs (Wilson 25). 

However, when large cities constructed freeways that connected the inner city 

with distant suburbs, thousands ofresidents within those lower-income or slum 

neighborhoods were relocated (Mohl 13). Black home owners cried out that they did not 

receive financial support from the governments to relocate (Mohl 19). They criticized 

city and state officials when they received the majority of their redevelopment dollars 

from the government while the latter portion came from their taxes dollars. The city's 

premise was deteriorated buildings and rehabbing infrastructure rather than low income 

people having problems relocating. Critics estimated that highway construction 

demolished 37,000 housing units per year that involved the dislocation of urban residents 

as high as 90,000 a year (Mohl 22) 

President Eisenhower was asked about the displacement of low income people, 

the president suggested that he did not want to be bothered with local details, but only 

with completing the highway project and moving traffic forward (Mohl 24). Lewis 

Mumford states in The Highway and City that there were black men who spoke out 

against their communities being disfranchised and the people dislocated without any 

financial means to move their lives forwards. These black men complained that "the real 
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masters of urban redevelopment will be the forces intent on recapturing Negro living 

space for the right people" (244). There answer was that black people needed someone to 

speak up for them in Congress. However, those downtown developers and planners, 

automobile lobbyist, and highways officials were all in favor of eliminating black slum 

areas by building highways/freeways through their communities because they believed 

that it would improve the safety, moral, and welfare of the nation (Theil 6-7). Although, 

there was some instance where urban freeways were built through "white working-class 

ethnic neighborhoods" but the preferred choice was to build highways through black 

communities (Mohl 30). 

Up until the 1960's, Congress had legislated funding for expressways/highways to 

ease traffic congestion in the inner-cities (Frieden 14). However, the government left it 

up too individual city planners where and which direction roadways would be laid. Those 

city planners along with elective officials chose urban black communities to lay 

expressways/highways because they contained the oldest and dilapidated housing and 

buildings in their area where "acquisition costs were relatively low and where organized 

political opposition was weakest" (Frieden 15). The decisions were made thought out 

many cities across America that within urban areas where the majority of black arrived 

after the great black migration period (1940-1970) would be cleared out. Urban blacks 

were not welcome to live in the suburbs, but they relocated into tighter, smaller, low, and 

high rise projects right off the expressways. Raymond Mohl details many black 

communities across the country that was affected by the massive interstate construction 

displacing thousands of people and destroyed their communities ecumenically. A few 

cities are listed: 
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• Miami, Florida state highway planners and local officials deliberately 
routed Interstate-95 directly through the inner-city black community of 
Overtown. 

• North Nashville, Tennessee highway planners used Interstate-40 to 
destroy hundreds of homes and businesses, and dividing what was left of 
the neighborhood. 

• New Orleans planner built Interstate-I 0 through black Creole 
communities. 

• Montgomery, Alabama's black communities were devastated by 
Interstate-85. 

• Birmingham, Alabama's black communities were wiped out by three 
interstates (e.g. I-59). 

• Columbia, South Carolina's Interstate-20 rolled through black 
communities. 

• Kansas City, Missouri's freeways were diverted from affluent 
neighborhoods and re-routed to Model City destroying 1,800 homes and 
building. 

• Pittsburgh's inner-city expressways pushed out 5,800 people. 
• Indianapolis, Indiana Interstate-65 displaced low income families, 

particularly black people. 
• Chicago's Dan Ryan Expressway (I-94) separated the Robert Taylor 

Homes (projects) from white ethnic neighborhoods to the west. (30-38). 

Even though, cities became overcrowded due too a number of cultural, economic, and 

industrial reasons, these freeways /highways destroyed black communities economically 

and socially. This created a gateway for both black and white upper/middle classes to 

escape the inner-cities in order to move freely back and forth for the city to the suburbs. 

Subsequently, after the government changed segregation laws in an attempt to change 

the fabric of America's race relation problems, white people as a whole do not want to 

integrate which means living next door to black people. In some cases they don't mind 

working with black people but after the work is done both groups go to their separate 

communities. Therefore, integrating black and white together has become an illusion. 

One on hand, a small number of elite/middle class blacks did migrate/ integrate within 

white communities and suburbs; they really are not welcome. On the other hand, 

integration policies have covertly locked the black masses out of mainstream America. 
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After integration laws were passed, instead of both white and black Americans uniting as 

one and sing "kumbaya;" instead, white elites have for economic reasons and with help 

from federal, state, and city officials. Poor black people were maneuvered out of their 

communities. They were placed in sprawling ghettoes and city projects out of their way. 

Did Integration help or hurt the Black Masses? 

The long struggle to change segregation laws resulted in the deaths of many 

people. However, integration did not pan out for the black masses. After integration laws 

were passed, upper/middle classes of black processionals moved out of their communities 

headed for white communities. This is important to point out because before the Brown 

decision, black professionals had to live in urban black communities or on the outskirts of 

town. After the Brown decision, they moved and took their wealth, education, and 

leadership skills with then, and they built "black enclaves" for themselves on they moved 

on the outskirts of white affluent suburbs, or some moved within white communities 

(Cashin 735-36). As stated by one black scholar: "The loss of black capital and role 

models has left black communities across the nation impoverished and without 

leadership" (Anderson 54 ). So in the long run, without black professionals leading the 

way for prosperous black communities similar to Chinatown, Greek town, Germantown; 

the black masses ability to compete with other ethic communities would be diminished. 

Another important reason why black people failed to integrate fully within 

America's mainstream is due the policies of President Richard Nixon Administration. 

The economic, social, and political gains black people achieved during the 1950' s and 
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60's Civil Rights Movements were reversed during the 1970's due to the President 

Nixon's policy of "benign neglect." This policy memorandum announced a new public 

policy toward black people; in other words, get black people back in their place 

(Anderson 23). Alphonso Pinlney states in The Myth of Black Progress, that "the time 

may have come when the issue of race could benefit from a period of benign neglect ... 

We may need a period in which Negro progress continues and racial rhetoric fades" 

(pg.8-9). While black people and the nation believed the myth of black progress, the 

government's memorandum encouraged the supplanting of blacks with other ethic groups 

A challenging question needs to be asked to member of the black community: did 

integration changed black communities culturally, politically, and economically? Dr. 

Anderson states in Black Labor White Wealth that the integration process broke the 

financial togetherness within black communities (197). Black economic unity was 

dissolved when they were legally allowed to patronized white own business, and as a 

result, the economic glue that kept black communities together such as: black owned 

hotels, cleaners, bus and cab companies, restaurants, and clothing stores closed over the 

years due to a lack of patronage (Woodson 42, Anderson 54, Cruse 186). This left the 

remaining black institutions such as families, churches, and businesses to become 

progressively weaker (Anderson 185-87, Cruse 187). 

After desegregation, the black masses wanted to feel that they are now part of the 

mainstream, so they were happy spending their disposable income with white owned 

business and with other ethnic groups where they could not years ago. This is one of the 

main reasons why black communities are in dire condition today, because their "black 

dollars" circulate only one time within their communities. Other ethnic groups (Koreans, 
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Hispanics, Arabs) have integrated within black communities causing them to suffer 

economically because black dollars have been taken out and given to their communities 

to develop. 

Culturally, integration forced blacks to "give up what is important to their culture, 

values and all that is identifiably black" (Anderson 54). The self-empowerment goals and 

culture values they had before desegregation were compromised because black as a 

whole gravitated toward European culture values and goals and they would avoid African 

based ideology as being too black. Politically, when blacks migrated out of large urban, 

their voting power was diminished which prevented them from being fully represented in 

Washington D.C. and from receiving government subsidies in their areas. Subsequently, 

the lack of qualified voters diminished black elected official's political power base 

(Anderson 54, Curse 190). 

Sheryll Cashin noted that the failure of integration is contributed to the America's 

failure to admit that the county has failed its black citizens. She states "integration is an 

illusion borne of hope and desire" (775). The upper middle class/elite blacks for their own 

self-interest and the interest of the white power structure continue today to sell-out their 

black brothers and sisters by their unwillingness to side politically, socially, and 

economically with them (776). Maybe things would have turned out differently for the 

black masses if elites/middle class blacks would have used their political clout to demand 

funding from the government to rebuild poor black communities instead of an integration 

policies. There are no other ethic (minority) groups that have demanded to become 

integrated within the mainstream America. The integration movement was only meant for 

black people to have access to mainstream, but not to give up their lives for it. 
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In the end, Lerone Bennett said it best to why integration failed the masses of 

black people in his article The Second Time Around. He suggested that the masses of 

black people lost their economic, political, and social gains they had made during the era 

of Civil Rights Movement due to a white backlash or white revolution (36). Whites saw 

black people were getting out of hand during the 1960's, so they gathered their political 

forces together calling themselves "The Silent Majority" to maintain their separation and 

racial supremacy over all minority groups (37). 



Ware 93 

Chapter 5 

Globalization: A New Form of European Domination 

In 1 991, President George Herbert Walker Bush ( 41) delivered the State of the 

Union Address to the American public. The president confirmed that nations are facing 

similar problems and they can be solved on a planetary scale. In the speech, he called for 

a "New World Order" or a new form of collectivism among nations. The president stated: 

... What is at state is more than one small country. It is a big ideal, a new 
world order, where diverse nations are drawn together in common cause to 
achieve the universal aspirations of mankind, peace and security, freedom, 
and the rule of law. Such is a world worthy of our struggle and worthy of 
our children's future ... with few exceptions, the world stands as one 
(Pearson Education). 

I contend that the President's speech was a call for all "diverse nations" to collaborate 

their social, economic, and political systems under one global system of governance. 

Under a global governance system, nations are enticed to open their borders to exchange 

cultural values, technologies, and resources with other nations. Social and political 

scientists called this process globalization. Some define globalization as an integration 

process across societies and economies, and it encompasses the flow of products, 

services, labor, finance, information, and ideas across national borders (Levitt 92). Others 

have different opinions about globalization such as Robert Z. Lawrence and Philip Cerny. 

Lawrence suggests that globalization gives the ultimate authority the local and regional 

level (8). Philip Cerny states in his research that globalization changes the relationship 

between territory and authority on all levels: 

Globalization is a set of economic and political structures and processes 
deriving from the changing character of the goods and assets that 
comprise the base of the international political economy-in particular, 
the increasing structural differentiation of those goods and assets. (569) 
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In essence, under the global system of governance, a global economy is formed 

where western multinational corporations, International Monetary Fund (IMF), and the 

World Bank are at the helm (Nader 94). Globalization effects nations differently because 

the impact from a global economy creates a form of neoliberalism which means the 

market rules. Saad-Filho et.al states in Neoliberalism -A Critical Reader that power and 

wealth are tied to transnational corporations and elitist groups under a global economy 

(1-6). Therefore, under the banner of globalization, corporations will make their decisions 

based on what the market forecasts. This gives them the power to deindustrialize their 

business operations and outsourced their jobs to what some call the "third world" 

countries at a moment notice in search for the cheapest laborers. 

Under a global economy, local and international businesses have restructured 

their business operation from primary labor intensive to technical intensive industries that 

demands more information originated, communicative, and computer technology (Nader 

96). Technical intensive industries create economic and social barriers for the masses of 

black people to overcome. Thousands of black men and women lack technological skills 

needed to complete and contribute to the global economy, so they have become 

irrelevant, useless and "obsolete as workers by new technologies and automation" 

(Lusane 1 ). Being considered useless and obsolete is the result of elite/middle class 

blacks did not create jobs or build industries in black communities. Therefore, the black 

masses are at the mercy of corporations and local businesses that at a moment notice can 

deindustrialization their communities. As a result, deindustrialization has created mass 

unemployment and mass incarceration in black communities (Marable 1 ). 
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Many black people believe that globalization is a new form of European 

hegemonic dominance spreading globally, and it is an "ever threatening and expanding 

boundaries of Eurocentric racialism" (Adeleke 1 ). Therefore globalization is perceived by 

some as an updated version of those same colonial principles of 1 gth and 19th centuries. 

So in essence, when corporations and elite groups implement a "New World Order", 

they want to return back the old world order 1 gth and 19th centuries. Even though, there 

are many positive aspects to globalization, I emphasize the negative sides to globalization 

in reference to the masses of black people in America. There is evidence that shows how 

the globalization process of western domination violates and marginalizes the black 

masses within the United States. This is due to the emergence of a third world labor class 

sought out by western corporations that leaves the labor of the black masses obsolete; so 

therefore, they are in the way. 

Hence, during the globalization process there are four important factors, among 

many others, used by those in power to control, maintain, and keep black people in their 

place. They are considered similar by many scholars to the struggles black people had 

experienced during the horrific period of reconstruction that extended to the end of the 

Civil Rights Movement. These factors continue to limit the masses of black people's 

economic and social growth. They are cultural marginalization, mass unemployment, 

mass incarceration, and gentrification of black communities. 

Globalization: A Threat to the Cultural Identity of Black people 

Global collectivism among European nations, North America, and Asia nations 

consist of cultural exchanges. When people immigrate to other nations due to an open-
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border policy in search of work and shelter, different aspects from their cultures merge 

into one culture. In The Age Of Migration, Stephen Castles calls this cultural pluralism 

which means that the culture of an ethnic group is marginalized and isolated and has 

become a "marker for exclusion on the part of some section of the majority population, 

and a mechanism of resistance by the minorities" (310-11 ). Therefore, some black 

scholars suggest that ethnic purity or cultural superiority among racial groups who 

immigrate to America threatens the cultural identity of black people. This is due to the 

fact that black people's culture is a made up one that they have adopted as a result of 

slavery and it is not rooted in African cultural value system (Castles 314, Wilson 33, 

2007). This means that black people's culture and value systems rooted in slavery will be 

shunned aside as unimportant by the dominate cultures. For example, when high-skilled 

and wealthy immigrants migrate to the U.S. from sending countries, they add to the 

existing cultural and economic foundations that already exist within their ethic 

communities (e.g. Greece town, Chinatown, Polish town, and so on). In the end, under 

the global economy, their communities become more economic and socially stable, while 

black communities remain economic and socially unstable 

Black culturists suggest that this type of global citizenship is problematic for 

black people in America. In the past, as stated earlier in (Chapter 1 ), when Africans 

slaves were brought to America, they were stripped of their cultural values (Names, 

Religions, Languages) to disconnect them from their historical roots. Black culturists 

perceive that globalization is just another form of European hegemony, where those in 

power are willing to "deemphasize, or even transcend national or some other primordial 

construction of citizenship and identity-be it race, ethnicity, or religion" writes Tunde 
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Adeleke (3 ). In addition, the process toward globalization gives cultural authority to those 

in control of the nation-state who emphasized a supra-cultural of order around a 

Eurocentric hegemony. Adeleke made it clear that Black cultural activists are suspicious 

of the cultural ramification from any "global cosmopolitan construction of identity" (3). 

Black nationalists feel that Afrocentric ideology is irrelevant to the dominate cultures, 

because black cultural values are considered inferior by other ethnic groups due to the 

negative propaganda fed to European and Mexican immigrants by the media (Adeleke 3). 

Immigrants form their own distinctive private and public spaces and institutions within 

their own neighborhoods while marginalizing cultures that are in opposition to theirs 

(Castles et.al 40-41 ). 

Globalization has caused Mass-Employment for Poor Black People in 
Favor of Immigrant Workers 

In the year 2000, it was estimated that America loss 2.8 million factory jobs. In 

2003, 6 percent of the U.S. manufacturing base closed, and few years later, America loss 

another 2.9 million private-sector jobs (Wilson 123 Castles 241). These job losses have 

hurt black workers and their communities have been hit hard economically in cities such 

as: St. Louis, Detroit, Chicago, Philadelphia, and Pittsburgh. Clarence Lusane writes 

about this phenomenon in Globalization And African Americans where he states that "in 

Philadelphia, 64 percent of manufacturing jobs were loss, resulting in the elimination of 

160,000 jobs. In Chicago, the figure was 60 percent (326,000 jobs), in New York, 58 

percent (108,000 jobs)" ( 4). Even though millions of Americans have suffered from jobs 

losses; yet, within certain regions of the country, black people are economically worst off 

than other racial groups ( 5). 
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Some scholars have reported that when international corporations expand their 

business operations and jobs to the U.S., they use racial discrimination tactics in deciding 

where to place their new industries and jobs (5). Foreign investors such as Japanese and 

Germans are advised by their American constitutes to build their businesses "outside of 

accessibility range of inner-city residents who are disproportionately African American in 

many areas" (6).These foreign investors are convinced not to operate their industries in 

and around urban areas, because they are too costly to maintain due to criminal activities 

and that there are too many unskilled black workers in urban area. As a result, foreign 

investors locate their operations far from black urban communities where there are job 

shortages. Black critics suggest that inner-city black communities are not advancing 

under a global economy (globalization) but they are purposely being deindustrializing. 

Deindustrialization is a "widespread systematic disinvestment in the nation's basic 

industry capacity" (Bluestone 40). Bluestone reported that on one hand American 

corporations have relocated, shut down, or disinvested 12,000 of their businesses in 

America since 1978. On the other hand, these same corporations have outsource and 

opened 1,600 new operations in far flung suburbs, and they have acquired thousands of 

new industries overseas (Bluestone 40). 

Byron York reported in "Companies lay off thousands, then demand immigration 

reform for new labor" that companies have purposely laid-off thousands of American 

workers, and they demanded that the U,S. Congress implements immigration reform, so 

low-skilled and high-skilled migrant workers could work legally in America (1 ). This 

demand for foreign workers is killing the economic morale of black communities. Many 

critics suggest this was made possible due to when the U.S. Congress passed and 
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President Bill Clinton signed the North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFT A). 

NAFT A was sold to the American people that it would improve the economic, cultural, 

and agricultural relationship between America and Mexico, but behind the scenes, 

NAFTA has advanced the interest of corporations on both sides of the border (Bybee 1 

et.al, Wallace 1, Castles et.al 199). The Pew Hispanic Center reported in 2013 that after 

NAFT A was passed in 1994, the number of unauthorized migrants entering the U.S. rose 

from 5.7 million in 1995 to 11.7 million in 2012 (p. 1). A watchdog group called Public 

Citizen stated that "under NAFT A the annual flow of immigrants from Latin America to 

the United states doubled from 370,000 in 1993 to 770,000 in 2000-a 108 percent 

increase (p.9). Today, the bulk of unemployed and unauthorized immigrants entering the 

U.S. each year are farmers (Bybee 1). From the 1970's to 2005, the numbers of foreign

born immigrants who have entered the U.S. have increased by 20% Under the era of 

globalization , low-skilled and high-skilled immigrants are flowing in droves into 

America from areas around the world such as: Europe, North America, Oceania, Japan, 

and Korea; but, they are being rejected from black courtiers such as Haiti, Dominican 

Republic, and so on (Castles 224). Overtime, these low-skilled and high-skilled migrant 

workers entering into the U.S. limits the choice of employment for poor low-skilled black 

and white workers. 

Within the global economy, corporations based the location on the availability of 

cheap laborers (Castles 234). Many western corporations and businesses seek out cheaper 

waged migrant workers instead of the local black laborers to full their low-skilled and 

high skilled positions. They feel that immigrant works who live in poverty-stricken do 

not complain about working the most dangerous, dirtiest, and domestic jobs that 
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Americans both black and white refuse to accept. American employers also favor 

undocumented or documented immigrant workers because they considered to be more 

reliable, dependable, and hard- working than black men and women. They disparately 

want jobs to come to their country, and if possible, they would like to work in the U.S. 

One scholar reported that the global economy links the influx of migrant workers to "new 

international division of labour in which migrant workers play important and varied 

roles" (Castles 243). Corporations that are part of the global economy are now in the 

position to ignore the political demands made by black people and their organizations for 

jobs, wage increases, and improved working conditions. In essence, corporations are 

following a neoliberal economic policy (market rules) where the amount of labors needed 

and wages are forecasted by market speculators. This also has limited the power-based of 

labor unions that give local and foreign companies free reign to employ and set up their 

operations where they please. 

Black social-scientists criticize this global agenda by western companies where 

they are legally allowed to outsource their business operations from the inner-city 

metropolitan areas to suburban areas far out of the traveling range for poor blacks; or 

they have offshored their operations to other countries (Wilson 123). The response by 

American corporations was that they need to be competitive within a global economy, so 

it is in their best interest to outsource to other markets or offshore their jobs around the 

world in search for the cheapest laborers. Outsourcing and offshoring their business 

operation saves them money on their property taxes and the costs high for labor (Novak 

23-41 ). Some critics have suggested that this move by corporations help steamroll the 
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2008 recession due to American corporations establishing themselves as multi-national 

entities overseas (Roberts 1-2). 

In the end, the emergence of globalization which enhances a global economy 

among nations favors Hispanics, Europeans, and Asians workers. These people are 

perceived to be harder workers and more technical savvy than the black masses. Since 

elite/upper middle-class of black man and women do not have corporations within urban 

area where black people are in the majority, millions of black man and women will 

become unemployed and forced to find work from the underground economy. 

What Happens When Employment Disappears within Black Communities 

When work disappears and no one willingly investments within inner-city 

neighborhoods as stated by David Wilson in Jobless Poverty: "crime, family dissolution, 

welfare, and low levels of social organizations are its consequences" (136). Wilson 

suggests that the era of globalization has caused mass unemployment in the black 

communities causing a rise in social vices of: chronic idleness, addiction, serious 

violence, and mass incarceration of black men. (Wilson 2). In the meanwhile, those in the 

seats of power know that when people do not have the basic resources to survive, they 

will do almost anything to get what they want to survive (Marable 3). This is similar to 

what happened to black men as stated in (Chapter 2), during and after America's 

reconstruction period. During the reconstruction period, white men created unions and 

union rules that locked-out black men from skilled jobs. After the era of slavery, 

employers employed low-waged skilled black laborers more often than white men. When 
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unskilled whites were locked out of skilled work, white only unions were formed, so 

employers were forced to give skilled jobs only to white men and new immigrants from 

European countries (Hill 52). This marginalized black men and woman where they were 

forced to work minimal unskilled jobs such as: janitors, field hands, maids, and dish 

washers. 

Today, corporations and local businesses are repeating that same process under 

the new global economy, because corporations have found it profitable to hire 

undocumented immigrants, instead of black men and women, for both unskilled and 

skilled jobs (Wilson 13 4). The Pew Research Center states that as far back as 19 54, the 

unemployment data by race averaged 5% for whites and averaged 9.9% for blacks. As of 

2013, these rates have not changed much. The jobless rate among whites averaged 6.6%; 

among blacks, 12.6%. So historically, the unemployment rate for blacks has always 

averaged about 2.2 times higher than whites (DeSliver 1 ). Many black social-scientists 

quotes the unemployment rate for black men and black youth in many of American cities 

is as high as 50%, because thousands of black men have stopped looking for work and 

they are not counted in the national unemployment data. (Rivkin 829) 

Therefore, the solution employment problems for black men and black women are 

the underground economy of selling drugs, peddling small items on street corners, or 

begging for spare change. The consequences of this are that black neighborhoods would 

become more poverty stricken and a burden on state's and city's budgets for social 

programs (Wilson 44). Those in power refuse to address these problems, as the era of 

globalization continues to manifest this system of structural violence and racist altitudes 

in reference to black employment and poverty stricken neighbors. The global economy 
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was sold to the people to economically enhance America which includes the black 

masses and their communities. The answer to the lack of jobs in black inner-city 

neighborhoods given by state legislatures and corporate CEO's is not to reverse the 

unemployment rate within black communities, but to enhance the black unemployment 

problems thru their corporate media outlets that plummet negative stereotypical images 

of poor blacks across the airwaves as "welfare mothers, absent fathers, hardened teens, 

on-the-dole-parents, obsolete, and criminals" (Wilson 87). As a result of these negative 

images of social immoralities, both black and white people minds are conditioned to see 

the black masses as a menace to society. This economic, social, and cultural break down 

of poor black people is illustrated best through the words of Fred Reed's in Hopeless but 

not critical: the problem of race in America 

We do speak of ... underclass [families]. We need to begin. Go to the home [South 
Chicago] where in mid-afternoon a half-dozen men sit listlessly before the television, 
along streets where they sit for hours on stoops, doing nothing. There is nothing for 
them to do ... the culture of the ghetto [and family] resists charge ... no academic 
urge is found in the ghetto, no entrepreneurial vitality, none of the trait that make for 
success in a techno-industrial society. (2) 

Under the new global economy, black men (people) are faced with the same dire 

social and economic conditions as their forefathers one-hundred years ago. Black people 

and their communities are not proud participants in the "New World Order." The black 

masses do not have the power to stop corporations and private-sector investors from 

changing the economic, social, and political fabric of their communities. This lack of 

economic and political power within the global economy allows others to systematically 

marginalize and maneuver them into a position of hopelessness and a cycle of poverty for 

generations. 
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Joblessness Leads to Mass Incarceration 

As stated above, globalization deindustrializes black communities. The result to 

attain income for many young and old black men and women is the underground 

economy. This will led to mass incarceration of thousands of black men and women. 

Prisons have become big business for domestic and international corporations. Black 

ghettoes have become the breeding ground to fill the "Prison Industrial Complex" 

(Wilson 96). Law enforcement officials (sheriffs, police, and judges) convicted and 

incarcerated thousands of black men and women for non-violence crimes. As stated in 

chapter 2, thousands of black men and women were charged with petty crimes and 

sentenced to hard (slave) labor if they could not pay their fines associated with that crime. 

This was done so corporations and local businesses would again have access to free 

laborers (convicts). They were told that they would work off their fines, but at the same 

time they made huge profits off of their labor. Many black men never made it home 

agam. 

Today, prisons are mainly filled with black and brown men and women and they 

are located in small rural all white towns. Prisons have become profitable for local 

communities because the state and federal governments send millions of dollars to their 

area. The money within their local economies creates jobs for local residents, restaurants, 

hotels, and stores because thousands of families spend money while visiting their love 

ones in prison. Prisoners in America's prisons reached its peak of occupancy during the 

1980's and 90's "Wars on Drugs" campaign. Critics have complained that the war on 

drugs has criminalized young black men and women across the country as felons. 
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The images of young black men being handcuffed from their head to their feet 

(chain-gangs) when arrested and convicted of a petty drug possession charge stains the 

American public's mind that all black males are criminals. Dorothy Roberts reported in 

The Social and Moral Cost of Mass Incarceration in African American Communities that 

this image is done on purpose, because the so-called war on drugs has become "its own 

prisoner-generating machine, producing incarceration rates that defy gravity and continue 

to grow even as crime rates are dropping" (1275). Her study reports that 1 in 8 black 

adult males in predominantly urban areas are sent to prison each year, and 1 in 4 are 

incarcerated on any given day (1276). 

Researchers have studied the social and economic consequences that mass 

incarceration has on black communities. They suggested that mass incarceration has 

become "a systemic aspect of community members' family affairs, economic prospects, 

political engagement, social norms, and childhood expectation for the future (Roberts 

1277). The affects from mass incarceration on the minds of poor black children who 

witness their parents being incarcerated for long periods of time deprived them of the 

needed economic and social support system their parents give them. Reports have 

concluded that these black children suffer from: psychological damages that includes: 

depression, anxiety, feeling or rejection, shame, anger, and guilt, and problems in school 

(Roberts 1284). Without the majority of working age black men providing economic 

support leaves black mothers as the child's primary caretakers. The result of a fatherless 

black community leaves those who remain poor, unprotected, and with many social

economic problems. 
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Black Nationalists suggest that when black men and women return home from 

prison they can't participant within the new global economy. The system labels them as 

felons making it hard for them to advance within the mainstream society. When black 

men are labeled felons, they are left with the same minimal unskilled jobs their 

forefathers had after the reconstruction period (Chapter 2). The children of incarcerated 

men are without male guidance, so they roam the city's streets jobless with no one to 

serve as mentor to build a strong black community. Most young black males are likely to 

end up incarcerated just as their fathers for long periods of time, because this is the 

mission of the "Prison Industrial Complex" (Roberts 1294). 

Globalization and the Prison Industrial Complex 

As a result of the recent 2008 economic recession, everybody on all levels of society 

suffered from economic hardship. State and city officials claimed that urban areas have 

become a burden on their budgets. Urban/inner-city expenditure costs for city services 

such as: police protection, welfare, public housing, state and local prisons have increased 

(Wilson 32). Many city and state officials feel the pressure to reduce their rising 

expenditure and to find a way to recover the tax revenue cities and states loss from 

businesses closing, corporations moving offshore and foreclosed homes. Corrections 

Corporations of American offered states some relief to their budget problems. 

Corrections Corporations of American is the largest operator of for-profit prison. 

They consist of private investors who manage, buy, and invest in state prisons. They are 

listed on the U. S Stock Exchange where they offer any local, national, and foreign 
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investors 33 dollars a share to invest in America's prisons system. The Buffington Post 

reported about this phenomenon in a 2012 article that Corrections Corporations of 

American offered states a significant amount of money to relieve them of their 

expenditure costs to maintain their prisons. The article states: 

Corrections Corporations of America, the nation's largest operator of for
profit prisons, has sent letters recently to 48 states offering to buy their 
prisons as a remedy for 'challenging corrections budgets.' In exchange, the 
company is asking for a 20-year management contract plus an assurance that 
the prison would remain at least 90 percent full (1 ). 

This statement concerns Black Sociologists and Back Nationalists because prison stocks 

can be owned by anyone who wants to invest America's prison system. Black men and 

women are incarcerated at record numbers stated the Bureau of Justice. They reported 

that there are 2 million people incarcerated in America's prisons, where 60% of the 

inmates are black men and women (Roberts 1272, Wilson 96). So the question asked is 

how could each of the 48 states make a guarantee to Corrections Corporations of 

American that their prisons would remain 90% full? Representatives from Corrections 

Corporations of American and the Geo Group argue that the money states receive from 

the government to manage their prisoners is a form for rent (Popper Al). Corrections 

Corporation defended their position by suggesting that the offer of "250 million toward 

purchasing existing prisons is yet another avenue for potential growth" (Popper Al). 

States in need of revenue would benefits from a one-time infusion of cash by selling or 

outsourcing their prisons to a private prison industry. This would benefit private investors 

adamantly because they would guarantee a long-term state and federal contracts (1). 

Under the era of globalization, black men who lack labor and educational skills will 

be considered obsolete within a global economy that is technologically intensive. This is 
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the same thing that had happened to black men during the early part of the 20th century 

(See Chapter 2). Buffington Post's article is implying that when black males are idol and 

non-productive and in desperate need for income and jobs; they will commit petty crimes 

to survive. They will end up being incarcerated within prison camps and forced to work 

for corporations as their free laborers. It has been reported that today, under the private 

prison industrial complex, thousands of men and women are working for 25 cent an hour 

doing the same low skilled jobs (e.g. manufacturing, farming, telemarketing, etc.) they 

did formerly within the inner- city (Wilson 97). In the end, Corrections Corporation of 

America has become a new source for corporations to receive cheap (free) laborers. They 

can save on the high cost of labor by using mainly black men and women within the 

prison system to build and manufacture their products so they can expand their resources 

globally. This is a repeat of what happened to black men in the past. 

Mass incarceration and mass unemployment is important to emphasis here in 

reference to globalization. I suggest that the black community failed to recognize or 

acknowledge what is causing their young males to be unemployed and then removed 

from their communities. This failure of acknowledgement helps the dominate culture 

continues their cycle of domination upon them (Adeleke 2). Furthermore, the black 

masses only have to acknowledge what the globalization process has done to their 

extended African brother and sisters on the African Continent. After an analysis, they 

will come to understand what is happening to their communities. Those in Africa have 

stated that globalization is just a disguise for new colonization agenda by corporations 

and developed nations to control their land, markets, and resources (Mazrui 2-3). 
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Gentrification: The Twentieth-first Century Urban Renewal Project 

Ruth Glass reported in London: Aspect of Change that the after effect from 

gentrification should not be taken lightly. Glass stated that in many areas from around the 

world, middle/upper classes have taken over the historical shabby homes and apartments 

making them more elegant and expensive for the previous residents to live there, "once 

this process of' gentrification' starts in a district it goes rapidly until all or most of the 

original working-class occupiers are displaced and the whole social character of the 

district is changed" (pg. xviii). Besides redeveloping area of interest by capitalists, the 

theory of gentrification is that new developments should be built on existing land of 

historical value. This will bring the upper/middles classes back to the city, town, and 

urban neighborhood, particularly those mainstream whites in the U.S. who left their 

communities for the suburbs to avoid integrating with black in the 1960's and 1970's 

(Wilson, 2011 ). There are some who have reported that "we have lost control of our 

towns and cities, allowing them to become spoilt by poor design, economic dispersal, and 

social polarization" (DETR, 1999). In other words, elected official must make a in their 

communities 

Governors, State Senator, City Mayors, and Councilmen from across the country 

experienced millions of dollars in lost revenue, resources, and jobs due to the 2008 

recession. Governmental officials have agreed that for states and cities to survive 

economically within a global economy, they must stay vibrant and competitive. An 

example city official implementing a survival mechanism was evident during a 2011 

Charlie Rose show aired on the Public Broadcasting Station (PBS). The show featured a 
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roundtable decision between five big city mayors on how their cities can stay 

economically vibrant and cost-efficient with all of their budget deficits. These big city 

mayors agreed that it will take a partnership of both public and private institutions to spur 

economic growth. They felt that a partnership initiative would allow their cities to 

become competitive among mega cities within the global economy. For example, 

Chicago's mayor Rahm Emanuel stated on the show that: 

The world competition economically is down to about 50-60 mega cities 
around the world. These cities are driving the economic competition and they 
are the places of innovation and diversity which is America's strength. Mega 
cities are ethic centers, and it is in America's interest to invest in these cities 
and they (mayors) should strategically avoid the "sprawl' that comes with it 
(Rose PBS). 

David Wilson agreed with the mayor's statement in his research: Cities and Race: 

America's New Black Ghetto that mega cities need to be competitive within the global 

economy. Cities "need to build a physical and social infrastructure rooted in the 

supposed necessity to retain and attract global producers and investment" (34 ). As 

Mayor Rahm Emanuel stated above, mega cities need to be part of a global center for 

commerce and redevelopment. However, to ensure success, cities should contain and 

maintain or rearrange their urban/inner-city areas. The round table decision on mega 

cities within the global economy was not new. In 2002, at a conference of Mayors, then 

Mayor of New Orleans Marc Moria! stated that "every mayor [now] needs to be a player 

on the global economic scene. Every mayor must recognize that our cities, no matter 

how big or small, are important to the new global economy" (Wilson 35). Hence, a 

business oriented culture was taking place around the world, but not all segment of 

society are onboard 
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Black Nationalists believe that the desire for cities to compete with other cities 

from around the world for new investments and businesses would be at the expense of 

black communities. David Wilson researched suggest that America cities are 

restructuring themselves to fit within global phenomenon among mega cities (30). 

Therefore, to attract local and global investors, big cities mayors felt a need to gentrify 

dying historical infrastructures within and around the downtown area so high-skilled and 

wealthy foreigners would want to work and invest their capital within mega cities; in 

addition, this would isolate urban blacks from the city (Knox 17-20). The isolation of 

urban residents is important to city planners, because potential investors will not invest 

in "production of affluent play spaces, upmarket residential communities, and 

conspicuous consumption zones" (Wilson 34) when urban blacks are in close proximity 

to downtown areas. For urban and city redevelopment to become successful, city and 

state officials needed to regain control over portions of the city of historical value. 

This is similar to the urban renewal policy established in the 1956 during the 

interstate Highways system (Chapter 4) that destroyed black communities and displaced 

thousands of residents into 600 hundred public housing projects launched in 700 hundred 

cities (Wilson 25). Gentrification is a buzzword used by those in the seat of power to 

express that black ghettoes do not fit within the global scheme of things. The consensus 

is to isolate and taint black communities as an outcast. Some city planners stated that: 

Over the past 15 years ... community leaders have recognized that the city 
can no longer afford ghettos of unproductive citizens ... We [can't advance] 
in any meaningful way ... this is not the way of a 21st century city function 
in a global world. (Wilson 34) 

Moreover, city officials felt that urban communities as they exist today; for example, 

urban ghettoes, abandon and boarded buildings, decaying bridges, roads, and parks do 
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not help city's mayors promote an image of a global city. In addition, if young black 

youths are allowed to continue to roam downtown unchecked, their presence will 

discourage potential investors. This is where the local and state police come into play 

who are the front line of defense for the power elites 

There are many cases across the country where gentrification policies have 

displaced and police have harassed and isolated the masses of blacks from inner-cities 

communities to enhance a city's image globally. There are a few example of 

gentrification locally. For example, in Indianapolis, Indiana, urban black residents were 

isolated from the revitalized downtown area. In South Bend, Indiana northeast side black 

residents were displaced out their community because of new renewal projects that 

gentrified the area. Wilson notes that from the 1980s to the year 2000, private sector 

investors from around the country did not want to invest in housing, jobs, or venture 

projects where urban black people were in close proximity to downtown (Wilson 37). 

However, over the years, city planners from South bend and Indianapolis, Indiana felt 

that to attract potential investors to their cities to enhance their cities within the global 

economy, urban areas need to be revitalized, tom down completely, or replaced with 

new infrastructures such as: shopping malls, professional sports arenas, upscale real

estate, hotels, clubs, restaurants, and businesses (Wilson 38). 

During a 20 years span from 1980 to 2000, former mayors of Indianapolis: 

William Hudnut, Stephen Goldsmith, and Burt Petersen accepted allotted federal block 

grants for job creation, neighborhood devolvement, food stamps, Urban Renewal, Section 

8 of the federal housing act, and Changing Education Training Act (CET A) (Wilson 

126). Instead of using these public funds allocated funds to uplift urban poor 
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communities, Mayor Goldsmith used them to "culturalize the city (e.g. build a downtown 

(Circle Centre mall), a professional sport stadium (Conseco Field house), and acres of 

gentrification" (Wilson 80). Goldsmith used over 200 million dollars from federal grant 

and tax revenue to gentrify downtown Indianapolis to enhance Indianapolis globally. 

Critics complained that within three years the mayor of Indianapolis cut block 

grants by 35 percent geared toward entitlement programs that would help urban poor 

communities (e.g. eastside residents) (Braggs 5). Mayor Goldsmith also used "Tax 

increment financing" (TIF) to foster the restructuring of the city's historic preservation. 

Under the TIF system, city officials collected local property tax revenues and invested the 

funds in neighborhoods he and others felt would boost the image of Indianapolis for 

future investors to invest. Investors who wanted to invest within the downtown districts 

of Indianapolis were rewarded with tax reductions (Wilson 141 ). 

The city's gentrification policies and police presence, isolated urban eastside 

residents (black youth) from entering at their leisure certain area of downtown 

Indianapolis. Entrepreneur investors and city officials recaptured prime real estate in and 

around urban area of downtown. This increased the cost of living in those new revitalized 

areas where the former urban residents cannot afford to live there anymore or attend 

entertainment venues. In the end, the investment patterns of urban renewal benefit the 

upscale downtown district and private investors. 

Eastside residents within the city of South Bend, Indiana have also experienced 

similar gentrification policies, because they were in close proximity to the University of 

Notre Dame, a world-class institution. Notre Dame is one of the most premier colleges in 

the country, and it attracts students, faculty, and entrepreneurs from around the world. 
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Notre Dame's tradition was that students and staffs distance themselves from "urban 

temptation" (Cohen 1 ). Notre Dame wanted to expand their horizon and image across the 

country as a college town for upper-middle/elite class of people. Therefore, in 2001 Notre 

Dame partnered with the non-profit coordinating group, called Northeast Neighborhood 

Revitalization Organization Inc. private-sector investors, South Bend Heritage 

Foundation and the city of South Bend to gentrify and revitalize the city's Northeast 

Neighborhood, directly south of campus with restaurants, shops, and new homes (Cohen, 

3, NNRO 8, Nagy 2) 

Over the next ten years, the partners raised $200 million in private investments to 

quadrant off northeast side with new home for their staff, faculty, and alumni (Cohen 2). 

The point emphasized here is that North East Side of South Bend just south of campus is 

an area where the majority of people are of color live, as the median income of the 

resident in the late 1990s was only $18,640. (Cohen 2). Therefore, to justify gentrifying 

the Northeast area of South Bend, the local media and Notre Dame's director of 

community relation portrayed the Northeast Side of South Bend as a high crime area that 

discourage students, faculty, and potential investor from coming to South Bend and 

attending Notre Dame University. 

Notre Dame's executive assistant to the president and director of community 

relations was informed that the north eastside residents criticized Notre Dame's 

revitalization effort as an attempt to displace low-income people to make way for new 

affluent homes, condominiums, and businesses (Cohen 4). Most of the Northeast side 

residents favored buying up all rental properties and old homes around the northeast area 

because students in that area have been raped, assaulted and murdered (Cohen 5). The 
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investment group knew that gentrifying the area would be a challenge because "all of the 

issues of race and color are going to come up in the process" (Cohen 6). Therefore, 

officials suggest that the issue of race must be eliminated by putting local black residents 

on the organization board. Today, Notre Dame and Northeast Neighborhood 

Revitalization Organization Inc. succeed in gentrifying the northeast neighborhood of 

South Bend. The streets south of campus are lined with homes valued as high as 

$700,000, hotels, and restaurants; while, the new median income is $90,000 (U.S. Census 

2010). 

The era of globalization was designed to transform collectivism among nations. 

All Americans are to prosper under the era of globalization, but blacks and their 

communities still remain in the same dire condition or they have been eliminated. Under 

the era of globalization, urban residents are seen in the eyes of the dominate culture as an 

obsolete labor force. Their communities lack wealth and institutions that make them 

viable within a global economy and also there is a lack of political determination to fight 

back. This lack of political fortitude is the reason why the black masses are being 

maneuvered from the inner-city's historical districts through gentrification policies. In the 

end, gentrification policies have helped city officials regain vital real estate and 

infrastructures to attract both local and foreign upscale entrepreneurial investors to their 

cities. City officials want investors and tourists to feel less threaten by the presence of 

poor urban blacks; especially the black youths, who are considered a menace to society. 
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Conclusion 

The significance of this project can be evaluated when one travels through urban 

communities within the United States and witness for themselves the dire condition that 

the black masses are living. I content that the aftermath from the social conditioning 

process during the era of slavery that today's African-Americans forefather and 

foremother experienced still resonates subconsciously in black people's minds today. I 

believe that this is the reason why black people accept their condition. Many sociologists 

and psychologists who study black people suggest that years of social-conditioning has 

shaped the mindset of the black masses into the people they are today. This mindset is 

called by make black people the "Willie Lynch Syndrome" that has been culturally 

passed down from generation to generations to their offspring and it is displayed through 

their behavior. It is as the masses of black people are subconsciously or consciously 

under some form of hypnosis that cause them to view their dire conditions as normal. 

In essence, the mainstream dominate culture have kept the black masses in a 

permanent social, political, and economic underclass position. This research suggests 

that at every attempt to significantly build generational wealth, industries, strong 

communities, and an Afrocentric educational system that would change the overall social, 

economic, and political mindset of black people from a permanent underclass, there has 

always been some racist individuals, institutions, legal statures, and mainstream black 

leaders who hindered or slowed down their progress. 

The failure of black leadership was important to emphasis here, because over 

many decades, for their own selfish reasons, they did not fight to correct the overall dire 

conditions within black communities that would move their people's lives forward. They 
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lacked the fortitude to demand from the U.S. government that more resources be applied 

to urban communities that could uplifted them out of their dire condition. Instead, 

national black leaders such as: legislators, Christian preachers, and elite/middle classes 

made empty promises of relief to the black masses. They would say one thing publicly to 

the black masses, but privately, they wanted mainstream whites to see that their politics 

and beliefs were the same theirs and not of the poor black masses and Black Nationalist 

Organizations. 

For many years, black leader's political, social, and economic agenda was to 

integrate within mainstream America, achieve a high standard of consumption (e.g. 

homes, cars, careers), and publicly distance themselves from the political and social 

rhetoric of the grassroots leadership. In the long run, this created disagreements among 

national black leadership and grassroots Black Nationalists groups. These political and 

social differences divided black communities across the country resulting in the dire 

conditions we see today in black communities. The overall mission of national black 

leaders was to become part of the mainstream, and not partner with grassroots leaders to 

build a black economy and black institutions for future generations. The role of national 

black leaders were/are to placate and pacify the black masses from rising up against those 

who they see were/are oppressing their lives. 

Today, national black leaders, organizations, elite/middle classes do not have the 

power to control the social, political, and economic conditions under which urban black 

communities will experience during the age of globalization. Black Nationalists, 

culturists, and preachers have agreed that globalization is detrimental to black people's 
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culture integrity and economic survivability, because black people as a whole do not have 

any substantial economic resources to bring to the global table. 

Under the era of globalization, black communities have become disenfranchised 

due to gentrification, outsourcing, and offshoring of quality jobs. Furthermore, a 

considerable number of new immigrants have migrated to America as a result of 

globalization. They are used by the mainstream dominate culture to work the low-skilled 

and high-skilled labor jobs that black people were once in demand. The long-term result 

of globalization is that the majority of black men and women within many of American 

cities would become faced with mass unemployment, underemployment, incarceration, 

and poverty because of the limited amount of resources and job opportunities. There are 

those who believe that the marginalization of the black masses will continue under the era 

of globalization. So it is safe to say that: Globalization is the old way of domination 

made new. 
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Appendix 1 

Triangular Trade Routes 

AFRICA 

Source: Steven Goldberg and Judith Clark D Pre, Btief Review In Glo/Jal History and Geography, 
Prentice Hall {adapted) 
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Appendix 2 

The word "Negro" used in this context as an adjective meaning black. The word 
stems from Portuguese explorers who used the word as a noun or as a name to describe 
an African Moors. The name was a label put upon those Moors who were "unfortunate 
enough to be caught in the clutches of the slave traders; a captured slave" (Moore 37). 
The word "Nigger" is a French translation of the word Negro, and it used as an adjective 
after slavery to describe the ex-slave as being lazy, shiftless, dumb and docile. White 
citizens of America wanted to maintain their superiority and oppression over black 
people by identifying them by their color by the names: Negro, Nigger, and Negress. This 
marked both free and enslaved black people for centuries of oppression, discrimination, 
social ostracism, degradation and destruction (Moore 48). When the word Nigger or 
Negro is heard, it triggers a conditioned response by both blacks and whites to look at 
black people or in some cases treat black people according to the definition of the word 
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Cardinal Principles for Making a Negro 

1. Both horse and niggers are no good to the economy in the wild or natural state. 
2. Both must be broken and tied together for orderly production. 
3. For orderly futures, special and particular attention must be paid to the female and 

the youngest offspring. 
4. Both must be crossbred to produce a variety and division oflabor. 
5. Both must be taught to respond to a peculiar new language. 

The Willie Lynch syndrome is a psychological, physical, and socialization instruction 
process that contained black slaves. The Willie Lynch Syndrome is said by some 
black scholars as methodology or a CIA propaganda memorandum. Anne Taylor a 
reference librarian from the University of Missouri at St Louis received the document 
anonymously on October 31, 1995. Taylor was told to keep the speech anonymous, 
because she and the library were unable to establish the authenticity of the document. 
The speech was first printed in a local widely distributed publication called St. Louis 
Black Pages in the 9th anniversary edition in 1994 on page 8; henceforth, the speech 
was widely distributed thought out the black community, and the millions of black 
people who read the speech suggest that they see truth in it when they observe the 
actions of black people today. (The Willie Lynch Letter: Lushena Books 1999) 
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Civil Rights Act of 1866, 14 Stat. 27 (1866). 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That all persons born in the United States and not subject to any foreign power, excluding 
Indians not taxed, are hereby declared to be citizens of the United States; and such citizens, of every race 
and color, without regard to any previous condition of slavery or involuntary servitude, except as a 
punishment for crime whereof the party shall have been duly convicted, shall have the same right, in every 
State and Territory in the United States, to make and enforce contracts, to sue, be parties, and give 
evidence, to inherit, purchase, lease, sell, hold, and convey real and personal property, and to full and equal 
benefit of al 1 laws and proceedings for the security of person and property, as is enjoyed by white citizens, 
and shall be subject to like punishment, pains, and penalties, and to none other, any law, statute, ordinance, 
regulation, or custom, to the contrary notwithstanding. 

Civil Rights Act of 1870 (The Enforcement Act), 16 Stat. 140 (1870). 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That all citizens of the United States who are or shall be otherwise qualified by law to vote at 
any election ... shall be entitled and allowed to vote at all such elections, without distinction ofrace, color, 
or previous condition of servitude .... 

Civil Rights Act of 1875, 18 Stat. 335 (1875). 
Whereas, it is essential to just government we recognize the equality of all men before the law, and hold 
that it is the duty of government in its dealings with the people to mete out equal and exact justice to all, of 
whatever nativity, race, color, or persuasion, religious or political; and it being the appropriate object of 
legislation to enact great fundamental principles into law: Therefore, be it enacted by the Senate and House 
of Representatives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That all persons within the 
jurisdiction of the United States shall be entitled to the full and equal enjoyment of the accommodations, 
advantages, facilities, and privileges of inns, public conveyances on land or water, theaters, and other 
places of public amusement; subject only to the conditions and limitations established by law, and 
applicable alike to citizens of every race and color, regardless of any previous condition of servitude. 
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