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hashtagmasonjar

For Mezzo-Soprano and Sinfonietta

Duration: 8°30”



Program Note:

I’ve always been fascinated with the process people undergo when they post on social media. It seems
that there is always so much thought and care put into how to “get likes” or other forms of online
approval, yet as the consumer we barely glance at what we see before “reacting” or “liking” to a post
and moving on to the next article, post, picture, or video. hashtagmasonjar seeks to portray these
insecurities on the part of the poster by following one user as she puts together a simple post consisting
of a selfie with some hashtags. The work goes through details about the post itself — location, time — as
well as a lengthy attempt at picking a flattering filter for the posted photo, reactions to receiving social
media approval, as well as some passing thoughts about the comments left on her post and the people
posting them.

From the details of the post, the listener gets small glimpses into the poster’s offline life — but
with no real substantial thoughts or information. The text reaches no real conclusions or deeper
meaning for the poster or the listener. Much like viewing posts online, the piece acts as but a surface-
level tidbit. The work ends inconclusively, in keeping with the overall disjunct, choppy nature of the
piece’s overall structure — scatterbrained and fleeting. The work’s innate theatricality, angular text-
setting, simple pitch material, and melodramatic musical gestures contribute to a quirky - yet

ultimately relatable — work about the social media we use every day.

Performance Information:

Premiere: Kimberly Osberg, conductor; Anne Chester, Mezzo-Soprano — November 2016

Instrumentation:

Flute

Oboe

Clarinet in Bb
Bassoon

Hornin F
Trumpetin C

Tenor Trombone
Bass Trombone
Percussion (2 players)

Claves, Temple Blocks, Triangle, Suspended Cymbal,
Glockenspiel, Vibraphone, Bass Drum, Snare Drum, Tam-Tam

Harp

Piano

Mezzo-Soprano (A3-B5)
Violin 1

Violin 2

Viola

Cello

Double Bass

Vi



Text:

#masonjar
2:26pm
#summer #hooch #masonhooch
Roseville, Minnesota
Roseville...that’s where John lives!
John lives in Roseville in the summer
Maybe he’ll see that I'm town.
Better edit this picture...!
Contrast - a bold plus fifty-six,
With shadows minus ten.
Saturation - plus eighty two!
OH GOD - that looks awful...
They’ll know I messed with it,
Better just use a filter,
But which one..?
Auto? No.
Vintage ? Nah.
Spring, Fall, Summer? Snow? No!
Gingham, Slumber, Claredon, Mayfair, Lark or Moon?
Hudson, Willow, Adon? Amore? Perpetua?
Inkwell, Hefe, Rise ? Valencia? Juno...?
Rise? Perpetua? Claredon, Mayfair?
Lo-Fi, Juno...? Amore, Rise ? Hefe, Lo-Fi?

Juno. Post!
Twelve likes and two loves — three loves — in twenty minutes!

That’s like, a “like” every minute-and-a-half...or so
(I don’t have to delete it — can’t delete it now...)
And, for a moment, someone thought of me...
Two comments!
2:31pm - from Mom
(The first one is always from Mom...)
And she says “Don’t tell your father! & ”
I wonder if that means they are speaking again...

LOL - “like”!

It’s John! A comment from John!
“Looks good”
Does he mean the drink, or me?
Maybe I should write that!
No!! Not online...
I’ll just leave it hanging there

I’ll leave him wondering...

Vii
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