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100 Entertainers Wbo Changed America:
An Encyclopedia of Pop Culture
Luminaries.
Ed. hy Robert C. Sickels.
2v. 2013.738p. ¡Ilús. Greenwood, $ 189
(9781598848304). 920.07.

It is readily apparent that culture in the U.S.
is deeply impacted by the actions and abili-
ties of our celebrities. Although a number of
people fall into Andy Warhol's "15 minutes of
fame" category, others deeply impact the times
in which they live. Some even leave a long-
term impact. Editor Sickels notes that the
deciding factor in inclusion was the question
of influence over the times in which a per-
son lived; and this method of determination
seems to have been used relatively faithfully.
Thus, this two-volume set gives fairly detailed
biographical entries on celebrities as various as
Mark Twain and Tina Fey.

Dealing with the arts, dance, sports, mu-
sic (largely popular—Leonard Bernstein, for
example, does not make the cut, while Jay-Z
does), literature, and acting, the scope is fairly
broad, and the definition o( entertainer gener-
ous. Each article covers the subject's early life,
career, and impact over the duration of his or
her career (and after, in the case of those who
are deceased). Articles run generally between
5 and 10 pages, include a clear black-and-
white photo of the subject, and conclude
with a bibliography of print works for more
in-depth research.

Unfortunately, the writing is extremely
uneven. Most contributors have some uni-
versity affiliation—quite a few are doctoral
students—and a significant percent of them
are independent scholars; accordingly, the
writing style runs the gamut between in-
formed and readable and nearly unbearable,
peppered with unclear sentences and in need
of serious editing. Some of the articles are
practically hagiographie—a poor practice
when the subjects are still living and clearly less
than perfect. The second volume concludes
with notes on the contributors and a detailed,
accurate index. Much more up-to-date (and
definitely for an older audience) than Molly
Severson's Performing Artists (UXL, 1995),
this is an additional purchase for college and
university libraries. —Ann Welton

Daily Life in a Medieval Monastery.
By Sherri Olson.
2013.224p. illus. Greenwood, $58
(9780313336553). 271.01.
Daily Life in Arthurian Britain.
By Deborah J. Shepherd.
2013.314p. illus. Greenwood, $58
(9780313332951). 942.01.

Two sources geared toward a very specific set
of medieval studies, these works in the Daily
Life through History series provide a' concise
overview for anyone needing an introduc-
tion to two aspects of medieval studies: the
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monastic experience in the medieval period
and life in post-Roman conquest Britain (the
fifth and sixth centuries). More has been writ-
ten about monastic life, so Medieval Monastery
mainly serves as a concise historical overview of
life in a religious order throughout the entire
medieval period. This work would make a suit-
able reference for a student in need of a starting
point for a paper about life in a monastery
in 500 CE through 1100 CE. Similar infor-
mation could be found in the New Catholic
Encyclopedia (2003) or the Encyclopedia of Reli-
gion (2004), among other sources, but a reader
would have to cobble the information together
from several entries. Some information, such as
the section on child oblates, is not easily found
in other reference sources.

Arthurian Britain delves into harder-to-find
basic information on economic changes and
social and ethnic identity as well as general
information about daily living (such as where
people worked, what they ate) and dying
(common causes of death, burial rituals, etc.).
Much of what is known (or believed) about
the period is based on legend, as a lack of pri-
mary texts leaves many gaps in understanding
life in that time. Shepherd, who specializes in
early medieval archaeology, has made use of
recent archaeological finds as well as the usual
primary sources. She spends time within the
narrative discussing the importance of the find-
ings of these excavations and how the materials
found—including pottery, flora and fauna,
and DNA—give us a new window into life
during this time. This unique feature makes the
work distinctive from other reference sources
about the time period. Both works contain a

lengthy bibliography and are indexed. These
are not go-to sources for discussion of major
batdes or historical eyents but a usefiil start-
ing point for high-school and undergraduate
students working on research within these two
areas. Recommended for most high-school,
academic, and public libraries. —fulie Elliott

YAJC: High-school libraries where the Daily
Life series has been popular will want to
consider these new titles. RV.

Encyclopedia of Major Marketing
Strategies, v.3.
Ed. by Matthew Miskelly.
2013.431 p. illus. Gale, $523 (9781414499215).
659.11.

From television and radio to Facebook and
YouTube, we are now bombarded by constant
messages from advertisers. Most of those mes-
sages are ignored and quickly forgotten, but a
few rise to become part of our collective cul-
ture. This new update to GAes Encyclopedia of
Major Marketing Campaigns set provides in-
formation on 100 of the most innovative and
memorable advertising campaigns between
2010 and 2013. From "The Priceline Nego-
tiator Lives" to the "Most Interesting Man in
the World," this work documents the motiva-
tion and logic behind some of the most recent
successful advertising campaigns—and it ex-
plains why the campaigns were so successful.

Each campaign receives a situational analy-
sis of why the campaign was needed, the
target market that the campaign was intended
to address, how the company introduced and
promoted the campaign, and the campaign's
outcome. Although most campaigns are from

E-REFERENCE
• Our annual "Fall E-reference Update" appears

in this issue (p.44). Note that this update does |
not contain pricing information, nor do most
of our e-reference reviews.This is a conscious choice, because—let's face it—the
price of any database is going to vary based on your library's size, usage, other
products you have with the vendor, and a variety of other factors. It doesn't bear
repeating that same line for every database we review. In cases where there is one
set price, or less limiting factors, we will include that information, but we will no
longer be reporting variable pricing.

• Look for e-reference reviews in the December I issue, including reviews of Drama
Onlme, Popular Culture in Britain and America, / 950- / 9 75, and Today's Science.

BOOKLIST ONLINE
• Be sure to check Booklist Online (and subscribe to Booklist Online Exclusives) for

the following recent reference reviews: Andent Egypt in 101 Questions and Answers;
Baseball's Mast Notarlaus Personalities; Biographical Dictionary of the Peaple's Republic
of China; ConstitutiancI Amendments; Education in Chino: Educational History, Models,
and Initiatives; and Encyclopedia of Cesar ChaveziThe Farmworkers' Fight for Rights and
justice.

• Booklist Online is also where you'll find reviews of professional reading materials.
Check the October issue of our Corner She/f e-newsletter for the "Professional
Reading Roundup: Fall 2013."

-Rebecca Vnuk (rvnuk@ala.org)

November 1, 2013 Booklist 41



Copyright of Booklist is the property of American Library Association / Booklist Publications
and its content may not be copied or emailed to multiple sites or posted to a listserv without
the copyright holder's express written permission. However, users may print, download, or
email articles for individual use.


