
PREFACE 

Two years have passed since the Indiana 
University Folklore Institute sponsored its Spring 
Lecture Series to honor the memory of Richard M. 
Dorson and his role in making the study of folklore 
the respectable discipline it is today. The Spring 
Lecture Series was designed to bring folklorists 
to Bloomington to address the theme of the Future 
of American Folklore Studies and featured six of 
the profession's most distinguished folklorists. 

Lt is no difficult matter to see the need and 
value of bringing an issue of this sort together. 
The entire staff of the journal allayed any diffi- 
culties in completing the task. Without the collec- 
tive efforts of the staff, some of whom were abso- 
lutely dogged, this issue would not have been 
possible. 

We wish to thank each of the contributors for 
their ideas published here, their time and pa- 
tience. Thanks are also due to the faculty of the 
Solklore Institute in their advice and support and 
particularly to Inta Carpenter for her direction 
in acquiring funds to publish this issue. Dean 
Leo Solt of the Graduate School gave us both en- 
couragement and a strong endorsement for this issue 
which eventually led to a generous grant provided 
by the Indiana University Foundation and the 
College of Arts and Sciences. 

In the spring of 1982, spokespersons for the 
future of the discipline arrived from institutions 
all across the country to speak in Bloomington. 
iqore than simply reporting on the future of 
American folklore studies, the speakers, aeing 
among those on the leading edge of the discipline, 
are themselves responsible for the making of the 
discipline's future. By articulating and clarifying 
past and current issues in the discipline, the 
speakers lay bare directions for the future in de- 
monstrative and edifying itineraries. Each spoke 
to his or her particular interests, each in his 
or her particular style. 

The papers for this lecture series ai-e brought 
together here, and they are very difr'erent from 
one another in tone, style, format, su~ject matter, 
and vision. All of the papers presented here are 
based closely, some nearly verbatim, on the talk 
as it was presented orally. We have chosen to pre- 
serve insofar as possible the character and style 
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of the original delivery. Wayland Hand, meticulous 
scholar that all know him to be, opted to investi- 
gate more data before consenting to publication, 
and Barbara Kirshenblatt-Gimblett reworked what 
was largely a slide lecture format into a substan- 
tial piece of scholarship, incorporating data 
collected since her talk here in 1982. In fairness 
to the less theoretical and more conversational 
presentations, we mention these exceptions. 

Henry Glassie (February 41 ,  Richard Bauman 
(March 41, Lynwood Monte11 (March 91, Barbara 
Kirshenblatt-Gimbleti (April 6 ) ,  Alan Jabbour 
(April 131, Wayland Hand (April 20)  were the dis- 
tinguished guests during the spring of 1982. They 
need no introduction. 
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