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q u a i n t  p e o p l e  a s  l o n g  as s i m p l e ,  n o n - r e f l e c t i v e ,  non-ana- 
l y t i c a l  b o o k s  and  a r t i c l e s  on  them a r e  p r o d u c e d .  The 
S h a k e r  H o l y  L a n d  a n d  S h a k e r  T e x t i l e  A r t s  a r e  f i n e  d e s c r i p -  
t i v e  a c c o u n t s  o f  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  t o p i c s ;  t h e y  even  go 
b e y o n d  d e s c r i p t i o n  i n  t e n t a t i v e  o r  i m p l i c i t  a n a l y s i s .  
B u t  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  t h a t  i s  b r i m m i n g  w i t h i n  them i s  n e v e r  
f u l f i l l e d .  W i t h  k n o w l e d g e  and  a p p r o p r i a t e  u s e  o f  f o l k -  
l o r i s t i c  t h e o r y  and  m e t h o d - - a s  w e l l  as t h e  t h e o r i e s  and  
m e t h o d s  o f  o t h e r  r e l e v a n t  d i s c i p l i n e s ,  s u c h  as A m e r i c a n  
S t u d i e s ,  a n t h r o p o l o g y ,  s o c i o l o g y ,  s e m i o t i c a ,  a n d  o t h e r s  
- - the  S h a k e r  s c h o l a r  c a n  make s i g n i f i c a n t  i n r o a d s  i n t o  
a  f u l l e r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  S h a k e r i s m .  H o r g a n  and  Gordon  
have  p r o v i d e d  r e f e r e n c e s  t h a t  a r e  r i c h  w i t h  m a t e r i a l  t h a t  
i s  w a i t i n g  f o r  t h e  a n a l y s t .  Had t h e y  t h e m s e l v e s  made sub-  
s t a n t i a l  a t t e m p t s  a t  a n a l y s i s ,  t h e s e  v o l u m e s  w o u l d  mark 
a  t u r n i n g  p o i n t  i n  S h a k e r  s t u d i e s .  

NOTE 
1. The t w o  e x c e p t i o n s  t o  t h i s  s t a t e m e n t  s h o u l d  

b e  a c k n o w l e d g e d :  Don Yoder ,  !'The S p i r i t u a l  L i n e a g e  o f  Sha- 
k e r i s m "  ( ~ e n n s ~ l v a n i a  F o l k l i f e  28:  3, S p r i n g  1978 ,  pp .  
2 - 1 4 ) ;  and  D a n i e l  W .  P a t t e r s o n ,  The S h a k e r  S p i r i t u a l  
( F r i n c e t o n :  P r i n c e t o n  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1 9 7 9 ) .  Y o d e r ' s  
a r t i c l e  h e l p s  t o  c l e a r  up  s i m p l i s t i c  n o t i o n s  of  t h e  s o u r c e s  
o f  S h a k e r  d o c t r i n e  a n d  p r a c t i c e ,  and  P a t t e r s o n ' s  book  i s  
s i g n i f i c a n t  i n  S h a k e r  s t u d i e s  f o r  n o t  o n l y  e x p l o r i n g  t h e  
m a t e r i a l  o f  S h a k e r  song ,  b u t  a l s o  e x p l o r i n g  t h e  S h a k e r  
and  W o r l d  c o n t e x t s  f r o m  w h i c h  t h e  s o n g s  a r o s e .  These w o r k s  
t h e n  p r o v i d e  b o t h  b r o a d e r  a n d  d e e p e r  a n a l y s e s  o f  S h a k e r  
m a t e r i a l  t h a n  i s  t h e  norm i n  S h a k e r  s t u d i e s .  

T r a d i t i o n a l  C r a f t s m a n s h i p  i n  A m e r i c a :  A  D i a g n o s t i c  R e p o r t .  
C o m p i l e d  and  e d i t e d  b y  C h a r l e s  Camp. W a s h i n g t o n  
DC: N a t i o n a l  C o u n c i l  f o r  t h e  T r a d i t i o n a l  A r t s ,  
1983.  

R e v i e w e d  by T i n a  B u c u v a l a s .  

S c h o l a r s h i p  on c r a f t s  and  c r a f t s m a n s h i p  i n  t h e  

U n i t e d  S t a t e s  h a s  l o n g  p l a y e d  t h e  u g l y  s t e p s i s t e r  t o  t h e  
more i m m e d i a t e l y  a t t r a c t i v e  m a t e r i a l  c u l t u r e  g e n r e s  o f  
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f o l k  a r t  a n d  a r c h i t e c t u r e .  I n  r e c e n t  y e a r s ,  t h e  a p p e a r -  
a n c e  o f  s e v e r a l  m a j o r  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  s t u d i e s  o f  c r a f t  t r a d i -  
t i o n s  a n d  a f l u r r y  o f  s h o r t e r  e s s a y s  h a s  p a r t i a l l y  r e c t i f i e d  
t h e  s i t u a t i o n .  T r a d i t i o n a l  C r a f t s m a n s h i p  i n  A m e r i c a :  A 
D i a g n o s t i c  R e p o r t ,  c o m p i l e d  a n d  e d i t e d  b y  M a r y l a n d  S t a t e  
F o l k l o r i s t  C h a r l e s  Camp, i s  an e x c e l l e n t  w o r k  w h i c h  f i l l s  

some o f  t h e  m a j o r  g a p s  i n  t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  a n d  p r o v i d e s  u s  
w i t h  a d d i t i o n a l  s u b s t a n t i v e  s t u d i e s .  The book  i s  w e l l  
- b a l a n c e d  i n  i t s  f o c u s  on  d i f f e r e n t  a p p r o a c h e s  t o  t h e  t o p i c :  
t h e  f o r m a t  i n c l u d e s  an o v e r v i e w  o f  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  c r a f t s -  
m a n s h i p  a n d  d i l e m n a s  i n  i t s  s t u d y ,  r e p o r t s  on t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  
o f  f o l k  c r a f t s  a n d  c r a f t s m a n s h i p  f r o m  s e v e r a l  s t a t e s ,  a  
p h o t o g r a p h i c  e s s a y ,  t h r e e  s h o r t  s t u d i e s  o f  c r a f t s w o r k e r s ,  
a  h i ~ t o r i c a l / ~ e n e a l o ~ i c a l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  V i r g i n i a  b a s k e t -  
m a k e r s ,  a n d  a  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  b i b l i o g r a p h y .  

C h a r l e s  Camp's i n t r o d u c t o r y  e s s a y  o n  " 'The C r a f t  
So Longe  t o  L e r n e l :  T r a d i t i o n a l  C r a f t s m a n s h i p  a n d  I t s  Uses 
i n  A m e r i c a n  S o c i e t y 1 '  s e t s  t h e  t o n e  f o r  t h e  vo lume.  Camp 
d e l i n e a t e s ,  o f t e n  e l e g a n t l y ,  t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  c u r r e n t s  
w h i c h  s h a p e d  h i s t o r i c a l  a n d  modern  d e f i n i t i o n s  o f  c r a f t  
a n d  c r a f t s m a n s h i p .  I n  d o i n g  so ,  he  t r a c e s  t h e  u s e  o f  t h e  
t e r m  ' c r a f t '  f r o m  C h a u c e r i a n  t i m e s  t o  t h e  p r e s e n t  a n d  f i n d s  
t h a t  t h e  s h i f t  i n  a t t e n t i o n  a n d  m e a n i n g  f r o m  a  body  o f  
k n o w l e d g e  s h a r e d  b y  a  c o m m u n i t y  t o  t h e  r e s u l t a n t  o b j e c t s  
h a s  b e e n  a  r e l a t i v e l y  r e c e n t  d e v e l o p m e n t  p r e c i p i t a t e d  i n  
l a r g e  p a r t  b y  t h e  a r t s  a n d  c r a f t s  movement o f  t h e  n i n e -  
t e e n t h  a n d  e a r l y  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r i e s .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  Camp 
comments on  s e v e r a l  o f  t h e  m a j o r  p r o b l e m s  w h i c h  f o l k l o r i s t s  
w o r k i n g  w i t h  c r a f t s  a n d  c r a f t s w o r k e r s  e n c o u n t e r :  t h e  d e f i -  
n i t i o n  o f  t r a d i t i o n a l  c r a f t s ,  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  i n  t h e  p r o -  
m o t i o n  and  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  c r a f t s ,  a n d  t h e  e f f e c t  o f  t h e  
d e m i s e  o f  t r a d i t i o n a l  s u p p l i e s  on  t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  c r a f t s .  

Two b r i e f  s e c t i o n s  o f  t h e  book  p r o v i d e  a  s e n s e  
o f  t h e  i n t e g r i t y  o f  c r a f t  t r a d i t i o n s  i n  d i s t i n c t  r e g i o n s .  

. F o l k l o r i s t s  f r o m  M i s s i s s i p p i ,  O h i o ,  V e r m o n t ,  W i s c o n s i n ,  
a n d  Wyoming o f f e r  s t a t e m e n t s  on  t h e  t y p e s ,  s t a t u s ,  a n d  
p r o b l e m s  o f  c r a f t s  and  c r a f t s p e r s o n s  i n  t h o s e  s t a t e s .  
A l t h o u g h  t h e  r e p o r t s  a r e  b r i e f ,  some make i n s i g h t f u l  com- 
m e n t s  on t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  c r a f t s ,  t h e  v a r i e t y  o f  a p p r o a c h e s  
u t i l i z e d ,  t h e  e f f e c t s  o f  f o l k  a r t s  p r o g r a m m i n g ,  and  o t h e r  
t o p i c s .  R o l a n d  F r e e m a n ' s  p h o t o g r a p h i c  e s s a y  on  " B l a c k  
F o l k  T r a d i t i o n  i n  t h e  M i s s i s s i p p i  H e a r t l a n d "  p r e s e n t s  a  
v i s u a l  r e c o r d  o f  t r a d i t i o n a l  r u r a l  and  u r b a n  b l a c k  f o l k l i f e .  



a  v i s u a l  record of t r a d i t i o n a l  r u r a l  and urban black 
f o l k l i f e .  

T r a d i t i o n a l  Craftsmanship i n  America inc ludes  
two s e c t i o n s  which fur 'nish s e v e r a l  s t u d i e s  of s p e c i f i c  
c r a f t  t r a d i t i o n s  i n  t h e  United S t a t e s .  The t h r e e  p o r t r a i t s  
of c ra f t sworkers  i l l u s t r a t e  some of the  p e r j o n a l ,  s o c i a l ,  
and economic dynamics of craf tsmanship.  James G r i f f i t h t s  
a r t i c l e  on I1Ernesto and Glor ia  Delgad i l lo :  Profess iona l  
~ f i a t a  Makers" d i s c u s s e s  the  c u l t u r a l  h i s t o r y  of p i l l a tas ,  
as  well as  t h e  background of the  D e l g a d i l l o s ,  t h e i r  commit- 
ment t o  t h e i r  c r a f t ,  and t h e i r  c u r r e n t  s i t u a t i o n .  P h i l l i p  
Simmonst involvement w i t h  b lacksmithing i s  d e l i n e a t e d  
by John ~ i c h a e l  ~ l a c h  i n  his essay of t h i s  bfack craftsman 

i n  Char les ton ,  SC. Jane Beck documents the  c r a f t  of 
Vermont basketmaker Newton Washington and comments on 
the  p o s s i b l e  f u t u r e  of the t r a d i t i o n .  Unfortunately,  
the  b r e v i t y  of t h e s e  essays  does not allow as  f u l l  a  
development of t h e  c r a f t  con tex t  and personal  dynamics 
a s  would be i d e a l .  Moreover, t h e  q u a l i t y  of the  wr i t ing  
i s  uneven. For example, Beck's a r t i c l e  pa les  compared 
t o  the  more pol ished s t y l e  of Vlach. In the  lengthy 
g e n e a l o g i c a l / h i s t o r i c a l  case s tudy ,  "On  E a t o n t s  T r a i l :  
A Genealogical Study of Vi rg in ia  B a ~ k e t m a k e r s , ~ ~  Nancy 
J .  Martin - Perdue i n v e s t i g a t e s  c ra f t sworkers  d i sp laced  
b y  t h e  c r e a t i o n  of the  Shenandoah National Park i n  the  
Blue Ridge Mountains of Vi rg in ia  from 1924-1936. Through 
the  use of publ i shed ,  a r c h i v a l ,  and in te rv iew sources, 
t h i s  exemplary essay documents t h e  c r a f t  communities 
i n  which a  group of r e l a t e d  basketmakers worked p r i o r  
t o  r e l o c a t i o n .  

Perhaps the  most important c o n t r i b u t i o n  which 
t h i s  volume makes i s  the  f i n a l  s e c t i o n ,  I1Tradi t ional  
C r a f t s  and Craftsmanship i n  America: A Bibliography of 
Published Sources1I b y  Susan S. Whisnant. Culled from 
books, c a t a l o g s ,  a b s t r a c t s ,  magazines, n e w s l e t t e r s  and 
j o u r n a l s ,  t h i s  i s  undoubtedly the  most complete b i b l i o -  
graphy of i t s  kind t o  d a t e  and, as such,  i t  g r e a t l y  f a c i l i -  
t a t e s  the  work of anyone i n v e s t i g a t i n g  c r a f t  t r a d i t i o n s  
i n  the  United S t a t e s .  Whisnant conf ines  e n t r i e s  t o  those 
dea l ing  w i t h  the  United S t a t e s  and i t s  t e r r i t o r i e s  or 
those which o f f e r  important  h i s t o r i c a l  p e r s p e c t i v e s  on 



U.S. c r a f t s  a n d  c r a f t s m a n s h i p .  T r a d i t i o n a l  c r a f t s w o r k e r s  

a r e  h e r e  d e f i n e d  as  " t h o s e  c r e a t i v e  i n d i v i d u a l s  who l e a r n e d  
t h e i r  c r a f t  f r o m  f a m i l i e s  o r  c o m m u n i t i e s  m a i n l y  b y  o r a l  
t r a n s m i s s i o n ,  o b s e r v a t i o n ,  a n d  i n n o v a t i o n r '  a n d  whose 
work  r e f l e c t s  t h e  a e s t h e t i c  a n d  t e c h n i c a l  s t a n d a r d s  o f  
t h e i r  c o m m u n i t i e s .  S i n c e  t h e  b i b l i o g r a p h y  i n c l u d e s  a p p r o x i -  
m a t e l y  250  b o o k s  a n d  a r t i c l e s  p u b l i s h e d  b e f o r e  1950,  
i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  more  r e c e n t  w o r k s ,  t h e  s h e e r  q u a n t i t y  
o f  m a t e r i a l  w i l l  c h a n g e  t h e  c u r r e n t  c o n c e p t i o n  o f  e a r l y  
s c h o l a r s h i p  i n  t h e  f i e l d .  

T r a d i t i o n a l  C r a f t s m a n s h i p  i n  A m e r i c a :  A D i a g n o s t i c  
R e p o r t  r e p r e s e n t s  an i m p o r t a n t  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  t h e  b o d y  
o f  w o r k  o n  g e n e r a l  m a t e r i a l  c u l t u r e  a n d  o n  c r a f t s  a n d  
c r a f t s m a n s h i p  i n  p a r t i c u l a r .  As t h e  t i t l e  s u g g e s t s ,  
much o f  t h e  e m p h a s i s  i s  on t h e  s o c i a l  a n d  p e r s o n a l  d y n a m i c s  
o f  c r a f t s m a n s h i p  r a t h e r  t h a n  t h e  p r o c e s s e s  o r  r e s u l t a n t  
o b j e c t s  d i v o r c e d  f r o m  t h e  c o n t e x t s  i n  w h i c h  t h e y  w e r e  
o r i g i n a l l y  embedded. I n  t h i s  s e n s e ,  t h e  w o r k  f o l l o w s  
a  g e n e r a l  t r e n d  i n  m a t e r i a l  c u l t u r e  r e s e a r c h  o f  t h e  l a s t  
decade .  The r a n g e  a n d  q u a l i t y  o t  e s s a y s  as  w e l l  as  

t h e  e x t e n s i v e  b i b l i o g r a p h y  make t h i s  b o o k  i n d i s p e n s a b l e  
t o  a n y o n e  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  c r a f t s  a n d  c r a f t s m a n s h i p  i n  t h e  
U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  

BOOK NOTE 

We a r e  p l e a s e d  t o  announce  t h a t  R o l f  Husmann 
a n d  o t h e r s  h a v e  s t a r t e d  t h e  j o u r n a l  A b s t r a c t s  i n  German 
A n t h r o p o l o g y  ( 1 9 8 0 -  ) .  The German l a n g u a g e  p e r i o d i c a l s  
f r o m  w h i c h  t h e  a r t i c l e s  a r e  s e l e c t e d  c o v e r  I f a l l  a n t h r o p o -  
l o g i c a l  p u b l i c a t i o n s  i n  German o r  f r o m  t h e  German s p e a k i n g  
a r e a . "  The c o n t e n t s  a r e  d i v i d e d  i n t o  G e n e r a l  a n d  M u l t i -  
r e g i o n a l  S t u d i e s  ( i n c l u d i n g  f o l k l o r e ) ;  A r c h a e o l o g y ;  P h y s i c a l  
A n t h r o p o l o g y ;  R e g i o n a l  S t u d i e s ;  a n d  F i l m s .  I s s u e s  i n c l u d e  
t h e  a b s t r a c t s  a r r a n g e d  b y  c u l t u r e  a r e a  a n d  g e n e r a l  f i e l d ,  
i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  i n d e x e s  b y  a u t h o r  a n d  s u b j e c t .  The j o u r n a l  
i s  n o t  f o r  t h o s e  who a r e  t e m p t e d  t o  a v o i d  l e a r n i n g  t h e  
German l a n g u a g e ;  t h e  a b s t r a c t s  c a n  o n l y  w h e t  o n e ' s  a p p e t i t e .  
B u t  t h e  a b s t r a c t s  i n  t h i s  f o r m  w i l l  o p e n  r e s e a r c h  d o o r s  
a n d  b u i l d  a  s t r o n g e r  f o l k l o r i s t i c  c o m m u n i t y  b y  p r o v i d i n g  
i n f o r m a t i o n  f r o m  w h i c h  E n g l i s h  r e a d e r s  may b e g i n .  




