
i r o n w o r k i n g  t r a d i t i o n .  Though one c o u l d  w i s h  h e  h a d  ex-  

p l o r e d  t h e s e  q u e s t i o n s  f u r t h e r ,  V l a c h l s  a t t e m p t  t o  a t t a i n  
some s o r t  o f  b a l a n c e  i n  h i s  p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  Simmons and  
h i s  c r a f t  i s  e x c e l l e n t  a n d  i s  p e r h a p s  t h e  b o o k s  m a j o r  

s t r e n g t h .  The i n t e g r a t i o n  o f  t h e  c r a f t ,  t h e  c r a f t s m a n ,  

a n d  h i s  p r o d u c t  p a r a l l e l s  d e v e l o p m e n t s  i n  f o l k s o n g  s c h o l a r -  
s h i p  w h i c h  assume t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  v i e w i n g  t h e  s o n g  a n d  
i t s  s i n g e r  a s  p a r t s  o f  an  a l m o s t  i n s e p a r a b l e  w h o l e ,  a n d  
r e c o g n i z e s  t h e  v a l u e  o f  i n t e r p r e t i n g  one p a r t  i n  t e r m s  
o f  a n o t h e r .  Charleston Blacksmith i s  an i m p o r t a n t  a d d i t i o n  
t o  t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  o f  b l a c k s m i t h i n g ,  a n d  a l s o  t o  t h e  b r o a d e r  
s u b j e c t  o f  f o l k  a r t s  and  c r a f t s .  I t  i s  t o  be  h o p e d  t h a t  
t h i s  i n n o v a t i v e  work  w i l l  s e r v e  as a  m o d e l  f o r  f u t u r e  s t u -  
d i e s  of  o t h e r  c r a f t s m e n  a n d  o t h e r  c r a f t s .  

From Memory t o  H i s t o r y ,  Using O r a l  Sources i n  Local 
H i s t o r i c a l  Research. By B a r b a r a  A l l e n  a n d  Lynwood 
M o n t e l l .  N a s h v i l l e :  A m e r i c a n  A s s o c i a t i o n  f o r  S t a t e  
and  L o c a l  H i s t o r y ,  1981.  Pp. 176.  $12.50. 

R e v i e w e d  b y  A n n e t t e  B. Fromm. 

F o l k l o r e  and  o r a l  h i s t o r y  e m p l o y  t w o  v e r y  s i m i l a r  
m e t h o d o l o g i e s .  D a t a  i s  c o l l e c t e d  i n  a  p r o c e s s  w h i c h  h a s  
been  g l o s s e d  as " t h e  i n t e r v i e w . "  Even t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  
c o l l e c t e d  o r a l l y  b y  b o t h  o f  t h e s e  d i s c i p l i n e s  a n d  ap- 
p r o a c h e s  i s  somewhat s i m i l a r  and  i n d e e d  on  some o c c a s i o n s  
o v e r l a p p i n g .  When y o u  ask  a b o u t  a  p a r t i c u l a r  i n d i v i d u a l  
o r  p l a c e  i n  a  t o w n  w h i l e  c o n d u c t i n g  an o r a l  h i s t o r y  i n t e r -  
v i e w ,  t h e  r e s p o n s e  m i g h t  be  a  f u l l y  b e l i e v a b l e  e x p l a n a t o r y  
s t o r y  w h i c h  i n  f a c t  i s  l e g e n d a r y  i n  q u a l i t y  a n d  c o n t e n t ,  
s o  t h a t  w h i l e  c o l l e c t i n g  h i s t o r i c a l l y  o r i e n t e d  d a t a ,  y o u  
a t  t h e  same t i m e  may be c o l l e c t i n g  f o l k  n a r r a t i v e s .  B u t  
t h e  p r o b l e m  l i e s  i n  t h e  ~ ~ g l o s s i n g ~ ~  o f  t h e s e  t w o  d i s c i p l i n e s  
and  t h e  c o n f u s i n g  o f  t h e i r  m e t h o d o l o g i e s  w h i c h  i s  t a c i t l y  
e n c o u r a g e d  b y  s t a t e  and  f e d e r a l  f u n d i n g  a g e n c i e s  w h i c h  
s u p p o r t  l o c a l  h i s t o r y ,  o r a l  h i s t o r y ,  s o c i a l  h i s t o r y ,  f o l k -  

l o r e  and  f o l k  a r t s  p r o j e c t s .  W h i l e  t h e  o r a l  h i s t o r i a n  may 
u n k n o w i n g l y ,  o r  ~ u r p o s e f u l l y ,  c o l l e c t  f o l k l o r e  and  t h e  
f o l k o r i s t  i s  d e e p l y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  h i s t o r i c a l  d a t a  - i n  



w r i t t e n  form o r  e l i c i t e d  o r a l l y  - a s  c o n t e x t u a l  m a t e r i a l  
s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  f o l k l o r e ,  we must n o t  l e t  t h e s e  two s u b j e c t s  
be c a r e l e s s l y  e q u a t e d  and used i n t e r c h a n g 2 a b l y .  

Th i s  i s  t h e  dange r  of t h e  c u r r e n t  Lynwood Monte l l  
and Barba ra  A l l en  book From Herory t o  H is tory ,  Using Oral  

Sources in Local H is tory  Research, p u b l i s h e d  by t h e  Ameri- 
can A s s o c i a t i o n  f o r  S t a t e  and Local  H i s t o r y .  Note t h e  
t i t l e  and how i t  hedges  on t h e  problem;  i t  i s  s u b t i t l e d  
"Using Oral  Sources i n  Local  H i s t o r y  Researchl t  (my i t a l i c s  
a d d e d ) .  As we c o l l e c t  bo th  o r a l  h i s t o r y  and f o l k l o r e  from 
o r a l  s o u r c e s  what i s  i t  t h a t  A l l en  and Monte l l  a r e  ad- 
d r e s s i n g ?  T h i s  book has  grown o u t  o f  p r e v i o u s  manuals  t h a t  
d e s c r i b e  t h e  whys and w h e v f o r e s  o f  o r a l  h i s t o r y .  So,  
s e e m i n g l y ,  o r a l  h i s t o r y  is  t h e  main s u b j e c t .  I am n o t  
conv inced  of t h i s .  

My q u e s t i o n s  o f  t h e  c o n t e n t  o f  t h i s  volume l i e  w i th  
methodology.  The a u t h o r s  warn us t h a t  " o b t a i n i n g  h i s t o r i -  
c a l  i n f o r m a t i o n . .  . is  n o t  a l l  t h e  same a s . .  . o r d i n a r y  conve r -  
s a t i o n s "  ( p .  4 0 ) .  They o u t l i n e  t h r e e  s o c i a l  s e t t i n g s  where 
t h e  p a s t  i s  t a l k e d  a b o u t :  1 )  i n f o r m a l  c o n v e r s a t i o n s ,  i n f o r -  
mal s e t t i n g s ;  2 )  i n f o r m a l  c o n v e r s a t i o n s ,  f o r m a l  o c c a s i o n s ;  
3 )  fo rma l  c o n v e r s a t i o n s ,  f o r m a l  o c c a s i o n s .  This  d i s c u s s i o n  
o f  s e t t i n g s ,  i m p l i c i t l y  i n t r o d u c i n g  t h e  r e a d e r  t o  t h e  pa r -  
t i c i p a n t - o b s e r v e r  p r o c e s s  i s  i m p o r t a n t  f o r  t o o  o f t e n  t h e  
o r a l  h i s t o r i a n ,  o r  t h e  f o l k l o r i s t ,  e n t e r s  a  s i t u a t i o n  con- 
v i n c e d  t h a t  he knows what t o  ask  f o r ,  and what he will 
f i n d .  The f i r s t  two s e t t i n g s  a l l o w  f o r  r e s e a r c h  f o r  t h e  
i n d i v i d u a l  w i th  good l i s t e n i n g  s k i l l s ;  t h e r e  t h e  i n t e r -  
v iewer  can h e a r  n a r r a t i v e s  which will be l a t e r  e l i c i t e d  
i n  t h e  i n t e r v i e w .  The knowledge o f  a  community on a  p a r t i -  
c u l a r  s u b j e c t  can be gauged and t h e  more s k i l l e d ,  more 
knowledgeable  n a r r a t o r s  i d e n t i f i e d .  There  is n o t h i n g  m o r e  

f r u s t r a t i n g  t h a n  t o  conduc t  an i n t e r v i e w  and r e c e i v e  on ly  
monosy l l ab i c  answers .  

The t h i r d  s e t t i n g  d i s c u s s e d  by Al l en  and Monte l l  i s  
t h e  i n t e r v i e ~ , ~ l o r ~ a n i z e d ,  p a t t e r n e d  c o n v e r s a t i o n ,  i n  t h e  
form of q u e s t i o n s  and a n s w e r s ,  on h i s t o r i c a l  t o p i c s I f  ( p .  
4 3 ) .  Monte l l  and Al l en  f a v o r  t h e  f i r s t  two s e t t i n g s  f o r  
c o l l e c t i n g  because  of t h e i r  i n f o r m a l  n a t u r e  which encour -  
ages  a  n a t u r a l  f low o f  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  i n  a  s equence  which 
i s  i m p o r t a n t  t o  t h e  n a r r a t o r  o r  t h e  g roup .  Indeed ,  o r a l  



h i s t o r i a n s  n e e d  t o  d e v e l o p  t h e i r  p a r t i c i p a n t - o b s e r v e r  
s k i l l s  i n  o r d e r  t o  g a i n  a c c e s s  t o  a  w i d e r  r a n g e  o f  d a t a  
on  th: i l -  s u b j e c t s .  B u t ,  t h e s e  s e s s i o n s  and  t h e  k n o w l e d g e  

g a i n e d  a t  them mus t  b e  u s e d  i n  c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  i n t e r -  
v i e w  i n  o r d e r  t o  i n s u r e  c o l l e c t i n g  q c a l i t y .  

Now, more  and  more  f o l k l o r i s t s  a r e  r e l y i n g  upon  s t r u c -  
t u r e d  i n t e r v i e w s  a s  t h e  m a i n  means o f  c o l l e c t i n g  t h e i r  
d a t a .  T h i s  i s  a  f a i l i n g ,  f o r  t h e  same r e a s o n s  w h i c h  A l l e n  
a n d  M o n t e 1 1  p o i n t  o u t  i n  c o l l e c t i n g  o r a l  h i s t o r y .  What 
i s  o v e r l o o k e d  i n  t h i s  book ,  t h o u g h ,  i s  t h a t  t h e  n a t u r e  
o f  o r a l  h i s t o r i c a l  m a t e r i a l  and  f o l k l o r i c  m a t e r i a l  - even  
t h a t  o f  a  h i s t o r i c a l  n a t u r e  - i s  q u i t e  d i s t i n c t .  N a r r a -  
t i v e s  may be t h e  f o c u s  o f  b o t h ,  b u t  t h e  v e r y  n a t u r e  o f  
t h e  i n t e r v i e w  i s  t o  c u t  i n t o  n a r r a t i v e s ,  b r e a k i n g  them 
i n t o  s t a t e m e n t s  o f  I l f a ~ t . ~ ~  The f o l k l o r i s t  i s  c o l l e c t i n g  
t h e  narrative - bot 'h  i t s  f o r m  and  i t s  c o n t e n t  - n o t  o n l y  
t h e  f a c t s  c o n t a i n e d  i n  i t .  T h i s  d i f f e r e n c e  i s  g l o s s e d  
o v e r  b y  t h e  a u t h o r s 1  r e f e r e n c e  t o  o r a l  s o u r c e s  w i t h o u t  
c l a r i f y i n g  what  t h e y  a r e  r e f e r r i n g  t o .  

T h i s  book  r a i s e s  many p r o v o c a t i v e  q u e s t i o n s  f o r  t h e  
t r a i n e d  o r a l  h i s t o r i a n  and  t h e  t r a i n e d  f o l k l o r i s t .  I t  
i n t r o d u c e s  t h e  o r a l  h i s t o r i a n  t o  t h e  more s u b j e c t i v e  m a t e r i -  
a l  w h i c h  t h e y  s h o u l d  b e  c o l l e c t i n g  w i t h  t h e i r  f a c t s ;  i t  
i s  t h i s  m a t e r i a l  w h i c h  g i v e s  a  m e a n i n g  t o  t h e  w h o l e  p r o c e s s  
o f  o r a l  h i s t o r y ,  i m b u i n g  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  f a c t  w i t h  t h e  v e r y  
i m p o r t a n t  i n d i v i d u a l  human d i m e n s i o n .  F o r  t h e  o r a l  h i s t o -  
r i a n  who i n  t h e  p a s t  s c o f f e d  a t  o r  d i d  n o t  r e c o g n i z e  t h e  
f o l k l o r e  c o n t a i n e d  on t h e  t a p e s  c o l l e c t e d ,  t h e  a u t h o r s  
d e a l  w i t h  i d e n t i f y i n g  f o l k l o r e  a n d  t h e n  t e s t i n g  t h e s e  n a r -  
r a t i v e s  f o r  v a l i d i t y .  They a l s o  p o i n t  o u t  t h a t  v a l i d i t y  
i s  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  a  c r u c i a l  e l e m e n t  t o  t h e  d a t a .  These 
a r e  i m p o r t a n t  p o i n t s  n o t  f o u n d  i n  o t h e r  o r a l  h i s t o r y  manu- 
a l s .  

F o r  t h e  a m a t e u r  o r a l  h i s t o r i a n ,  t h i s  book  w i l l  b e  
c o n f u s i n g .  The weakness o f  t h e  o r a l  h i s t o r y  i n t e r v i e w ,  
as c a r r i e d  o u t  b y  an a m a t e u r ,  i s  t h a t  t h e  t h i r d  s e t t i n g  
i d e n t i f i e d  by t h e  a u t h o r s  - a  f o r m a l  c o n v e r s a t i o n  i n  a  
f o r m a l  o c c a s i o n  - i s  o f t e n  t r e a t e d  as a  c o n v e r s a t i o n ,  n o t  
an i n t e r v i e w .  P e r h a p s  t h i s  i s  a  moot  p o i n t ,  b u t  an i n t e r -  
v i e w  i s  n o t  a  c o n v e r s a t i o n  and  t o  c a l l  i t  s o  i s  a  m i s t a k e ,  
l e a d i n g  t o  t a p e s  i n  w h i c h  t h e  i n t e r v i e w e r  p a r t i c i p a t e s  
t o o  much. O f  c o u r s e ,  g i v e  and  t a k e  a n d  s h a r i n g  a r e  i m p l i -  



c i t  and necessa ry  i n  o r d e r  t o  encourage t h e  s u b j e c t  t o  
speak f r e e l y ;  b u t  a l l  t o o  o f t en ,  p o o r l y  t r a i n e d  i n t e r -  

v i e w e r s  monopo l i ze  t h e  l l c o n v e r s a t i o n ~ ~  i n s t e a d  o f  s k i l l f u l l y  
e l i c i t i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  f r o m  t h e  s u b j e c t .  

Chap te r  S i x  i s  t h e  b e s t  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  t h e  book. 
I n  t h i s  c h a p t e r ,  t h e  a u t h o r s  g e t  i n t o  t e c h n i c a l i t i e s  o f  

p e r m i s s i o n  and r e l e a s e  forms,  t r a n s c r i p t i o n ,  o r g a n i z i n g  
o f  t h e  o r a l  m a t e r i a l s .  I n  a  v e r y  r e a d a b l e  manner t h e y  
d e a l  w i t h  p r o d u c i n g  a  m a n u s c r i p t  f rom t h e  s c o r e s  of  t e x t s  
c o l l e c t e d ,  and how t o  do such mechan i ca l  t h i n g s  as f o o t n o t e  
and o r g a n i z e  t a p e d  s o u r c e s  i n t o  b i b l i o g r a p h i c  fo rm.  T h i s  
i n f o r m a t i o n  i s  n o t  a v a i l a b l e  i n  such a  c l e a r  f o r m  i n  any 
o t h e r  manual.  T h e i r  b e s t  p i e c e  o f  a d v i c e  i n  a r r a n g i n g  
t h e  m a n u s c r i p t  i s  t o  i n t e g r a t e  t h e  o r a l  t e x t s  i n t o  t h e  
w r i t t e n  n a r r a t i v e s .  llBy no means s h o u l d  t h e  o r a l  m a t e r i a l  
be lumped t o g e t h e r  i n t o  a  s e p a r a t e  c h a p t e r  and l a b e l e d  

(p.  105). F i n a l l y ,  f r om t h i s  s t a t e m e n t  we 

r e a l i z e  t h a t  t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  t h i s  book i s  i n d e e d  f o l k l o r e ,  
a l b e i t  d i s g u i s e d  as o r a l  s o u r c e s  ( h i s t o r y ? ) .  I c r i t i c i z e  
t h i s  mask ing  and f i n d  i t  t h e  weakness t h a t  pe rvades  t h e  

e n t i r e  book. 

The Alabama F o l k  L y r i c :  A Study  i n  o r i g i n s  and n e d i a  o f  
D i s s e m i n a t i o n .  By Ray B. Browne. B o w l i n g  Green, 
Ohio :  B o w l i n g  Green U n i v e r s i t y  P o p u l a r  Press ,  1979. 
Pp. i v  + 480, i n d e x .  $25.00 c l o t h .  

Reviewed by  Joseph P. Goodwin. 

Ray Broadus Browne, a  f o r m e r  Alabamian and sometime 
f o l k l o r i s t ,  i s  t h e  f a t h e r  o f  t h e  s t u d y  o f  p o p u l a r  c u l t u r e ;  
he teaches  c l a s s e s  i n  t h i s  f i e l d  a t  B o w l i n g  Green U n i v e r s i -  
t y  and i s  d i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  P o p u l a r  P r e s s .  His Alabama F o l k  
L y r i c ,  based on h i s  1956 d o c t o r a l  d i s s e r t a t i o n  a t  UCLA 
( w h i c h  i s  a l m o s t  i m p o s s i b l e  t o  o b t a i n ) ,  appears  t o  be a  
welcome a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  body of  m a t e r i a l  a v a i l a b l e  on A la-  
bama f o l k l o r e .  A long  w i t h  Brownels  o t h e r  works- -  P o p u l a r  
B e l i e f s  and P r a c t i c e s  f r o m  Alabama ( B e r k e l e y  and Los Ange- 
l e s :  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  C a l i f o r n i a  Press ,  1958) and "A Night  
w i t h  t h e  Han tsw  and O the r  Alabama F o l k  E x p e r i e n c e s  ( B o w l i n g  
Green, Oh io :  B o w l i n g  Green U n i v e r s i t y  P o p u l a r  Press ,  1978 
[? ] ) - -The  Alabama F o l k  L y r i c  c o u l d  have p r o v i d e d  a  s o l i d  


