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If You Don't O u t d i e  Me i s  an i n t e r e s t i n g  h i s t o r i c a l  
a n a l y s i s  of  a  community,  u s i n g  a  p h o t o g r a p h e r ' s  pho to -  
g raphs  and j o u r n a l  e n t r i e s .  D i l l o n  B u s t i n  examines t h e  
h i s t o r y  o f  Brown County,  I n d i a n a  c h i e f l y  t h r o u g h  t h e  r e -  
c o r d s  o f  p h o t o g r a p h e r  F rank  Hohenberger.  B u s t i n  a l s o  uses 
newspaper accoun ts ,  census da ta ,  h i s t o r i e s ,  and i n t e r v i e w s  
t o  add d e p t h  t o  h i s  ana l ys i s .  

A l t h o u g h  t h e  book f o c u s e s  on t h e  Brown County o f  1920- 
30, B u s t i n  p r e s e n t s  t h e  e a r l i e r  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  County  t o  
e x p l a i n  t h a t  decade. L o c a t e d  i n  s o u t h e r n  I n d i a n a ,  Brown 
County  was s e t t l e d  r e l a t i v e l y  l a t e  because i t s  h i l l y  t e r -  
r a i n  made i t  i n a c c e s s i b l e  and l e s s  a t t r a c t i v e  f o r  f a r m i n g .  
A f t e r  1870 Brown County d i d  n o t  change as r a p i d l y  as i t s  
n e i g h b o r s  because t h e  County d i d  n o t  a t t r a c t  i n d u s t r i a l i -  
z a t i o n .  The r a i l r o a d  c r o s s e d  o n l y  one c o r n e r  o f  t h e  County 
and i t  had  few n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s .  The p o p u l a t i o n  dropped 
and by  1930 was o n l y  h a l f  of  what i t  had  beeq i n  1880. 
Because o f  i t s  r e t e n t i o n  o f  t r a d i t i o n a l  f o l k l i f e  y e t  p r o -  
x i m i t y  t o  I n d i a n a p o l i s  and Ch icago  Brown County became 
an a r t i s t  community a f t e r  t h e  t u r n  o f  t h e  c e n t u r y .  Hohen- 
b e r g e r  s e t t l e d  i n  Brown County  i n  1917 w i t h  t h e  i n t e n t i o n  
of  b e i n g  a  n a t u r e  pho tog raphe r  b u t  a f t e r a  few y e a r s  he 
became more i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  p e o p l e  and deve loped  i n t o  
an e t h n o g r a p h i c  pho tog raphe r .  

A f t e r  h i s  d e a t h  i n  1962 Hohenberger l e f t  b e h i n d  8,000 
n e g a t i v e s  and a  573 page j o u r n a l .  He had become f a i r l y  
w e l l  known by pho tog raphs  p u b l i s h e d  i n  p o p u l a r  magazines 
and a  s u c c e s s f u l  mail o r d e r  b u s i n e s s  f o r  h i s  p r i n t s .  The 
pho tog raphs  i n  I f  You D o n ' t  O u t d i e  Me a r e  p r i n t e d  f rom 
t h e  o r i g i n a l  n e g a t i v e s  and a r e  g e n e r a l l y  w e l l  reproduced.  
The i n t e g r i t y  o f  t h e  pho tog raphs  was m a i n t a i n e d  by  n o t  
c r o p p i n g  them. By c l o s e l y  examin ing  any one o f  t h e  pho to -  
graphs,  t h e  r e a d e r  can  a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  w e a l t h  of  e thnog ra -  
p h i c  i n f o r m a t i o n  reco rded .  

The key i s s u e  o f  t h e  book i s  how o u t s i d e r s  v iew a  
l lbackwardl f  community. U s u a l l y ,  t h e  u r b a n  m i d d l e - c l a s s  



s e e s  t h e  r u r a l  n a t i v e s  e i t h e r  as f o l k  p h i l o s o p h e r s  removed  
f r o m  c u l t u r e ' s  c o n t a m i n a t i o n  o r  a s  c o m i c  h i l l b i l l i e s .  
B u s t i n  e x a m i n e s  how t h e  a r t i s t s  and  t o u r i s t s  a d o p t e d  t h e s e  
v i e w s  and  how t h e  n a t i v e s  r e a c t e d  t o  them. H o h e n b e r g e r  
was a l s o  an o u t s i d e r  a n d  a l w a y s  r e m a i n e d  one,  b u t  he  h a d  

a  g e n u i n e  i n t e r e s t  i n  l e a r n i n g  a b o u t  t h e  l o c a l  p e o p l e .  
C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  he  r e c o r d e d  d r e s s ,  b e l i e f s ,  s t o r i e s ,  and  
s o c i a l  a c t i v i t i e s  w i t h  a  s y m p a t h e t i c  eye .  I t  i s  t h i s  i n -  
t e r e s t  t h a t  makes H o h e n b e r g e r l s  r e c o r d  s o  much more  v a l u a -  
b l e  t o  f o l k l o r i s t s  t h a n  t h o s e  o f  t h e  a r t i s t s  and  t o u r i s t s .  

The r e a d e r  o b t a i n s  a  f u l l e r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  e t h n o -  
g r a p h y  f r o m  t h e  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  H o h e n b e r g e r .  The s e c o n d  
c h a p t e r  i s  a  b i o g r a p h y  o f  h i m  and  i n  o t h e r  c h a p t e r s  he  
i s  seen  i n  r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  some o f  t h e  n a t i v e s .  K n o w i n g  
t h a t  H o h e n b e r g e r  was a  p r i v a t e  man who l i v e d  a l o n e  mos t  
o f  h i s  l i f e  h e l p s  one u n d e r s t a n d  why he f o c u s e d  on t h e  
i n d i v i d u a l i s t s  o f  t h e  commun i ty .  

An a s p e c t  o f  t h e  book  w h i c h  may d i s t u r b  f o l k l o r i s t s  
i s  t h e  c o n n o t a t i o n  o f  some p a s s a g e s .  A t  t i m e s  B u s t i n t s  
w o r d i n g  r e f l e c t s  a  s t e r e o t y p i c  a n d  r o m a n t i c  v i e w  o f  t h e  
f o l k .  Examples  a r e ,  t lOn ly  i n  t h e  r e c e n t  p a s t  h a s  anyone  
w i t h  s o c i a l  a d v a n t a g e s  t r i e d  t o  h u n k e r  down w i t h  a  h i l l -  
b i l l y  a n d  l i s t e n  c a r e f u l l y  t o  h i s  o r  h e r  s t o r y t 1  ( p .  v i i )  
and, " T h e i r  c o l o r f u l  f o l k  m e t h o d s  h a d  f i n a l l y  b e e n  a c c o s t e d  
b y  a  p i e c e  o f  p a p e r "  ( p .  1 2 2 ) .  W h i l e  s u c h  s t a t e m e n t s  w i l l  
n o t  b o t h e r  t h e  g e n e r a l  r e a d e r ,  t h e  f o l k l o r i s t  who i s  sen-  
s i t i v e  t o  t h e i r  i m p l i c a t i o n s  may f i n d  them o b j e c t i o n a b l e .  

O v e r a l l ,  I f  You Don't Outdie Me i s  a  g o o d  d e s c r i p t i o n  
o f  Brown C o u n t y  i n  t h e  2 0 ' s  and  t h e  f o r c e s  w h i c h  l e d  up  
t o  t h a t  t i m e .  The a n a l y s i s  i s  i n t e l l i g e n t  b u t  r e a d a b l e  
and  a v o i d s  j a r g o n .  The book  c o n c e n t r a t e s  on  t h e  h i s t o r i c  
a n d  c u l t u r a l  a s p e c t s  o f  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  a s  o p p o s e d  t o  l o o k i n g  
a t  H o h e n b e r g e r t s  work  i n  t e r m s  o f  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  p h o t o -  
g r a p h y .  F o l k l o r i s t s  and  i n t e r e s t e d  g e n e r a l  r e a d e r s  w i l l  
f i n d  t h i s  s t u d y  o f  l o c a l  h i s t o r y  u t i l i z i n g  h i s t o r i c  p h o t o -  
g r a p h y  i n f o r m a t i v e  and  u s e f u l .  


