
El l i-Kai ja Kongas M a r a n d a  

I n Memoriam 

E l  l i - K a i j a  Kongas Maranda,  a noted Amer- 
ican-Canadian f o l k l o r i s t ,  d i e d  November 1, 
1982, a t  t he  he igh t  of h e r  c r e a t i v e  powers 
a t  50. 

E l l i  was b o r n  in Tervola,  F in land ,  Jan- 
u a r y  11, 1932. She s tud ied  a t  He ls ink i  Uni-  
v e r s i t y ,  where she received h e r  B.A. in 1954 
a n d  h e r  M.A. in 1955. In 1959 she came to 
America to cont inue h e r  s tud ies  a t  I n d i a n a  
U n i v e r s i t y .  She rece ived h e r  Ph.D. here  in 
1963. I n  the  1960's she was a l ec tu re r  a t  
Columbia U n i v e r s i t y  a n d  a fe l low a t  the Rad- 
c l i f f e  I n s t i t u t e  of H a r v a r d  Un ive rs i t y .  Be- 

g i n n i n g  i n  1969, she began h e r  teach ing ca- I 

r ee r  In Canada; f i r s t  a t  the  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  
B r i t i s h  Columbia, where she became professor 
in  1973, a n d  then f rom 1979 on she was a 
professor a t  L a v a l  U n i v e r s i t y  . 

E l l i  was m a r r i e d  to P i e r r e  Maranda in 
1963 a n d  h a d  two ch i ld ren- -Er ik  P i e r r e  a n d  
Nicolas M a r t i n .  She a l w a y s  ma in ta ined  he r  
close t ies  w i t h  F i n l a n d .  I n  1979, she gave 
a ser ies of lectures under  the  auspices of 
the Nordic l n s t i t u t e  of Fo lk lo re .  She was a lso  
a c t i v e l y  engaged in the work of the Canad ian 
Fo lk lo re  Studies Associat ion a n d  the Amer- 
i can  Fo lk lo re  Society. 



I n  1982, the l a s t  y e a r  of h e r  l i f e ,  I met 
E l l i  on several  occasions. I n  the  s p r i n g  she 
d i d  research a t  t he  I.U. L i b r a r y  a n d  g a v e  
a f a s c i n a t i n g  l ec tu re  on Melanesian mytho l -  
ogy in my seminar.  In  August,  I saw h e r  
b r i e f l y  in the  F o l k l o r e  Arch ives  of the F i n -  
n i s h  L i t e r a r y  Society. She h a d  p a r t i c i p a t e d  
in  the  Uppsa la  conference on e t h n i c i t y  a n d  
h a d  dropped in to  v i s i t  h e r  f a m i l y  in F i n -  
l and .  She was h a p p y  a n d  f u l l  of  energy .  

Here i s  what  h e r  husband wr i tes  of E l l i ' s  
l as t  semester a t  L a v a l  Un ive rs i t y ,  f a l l  1982: 

E l l i  h a d  been v e r y  happy  a t  the u n i v e r -  
s i t y  s ince the  b e g i n n i n g  of the  term, 
s ince h e r  r e t u r n  f rom Sweden a n d  F i n -  
l and .  She h a d  t o l d  me repeated ly  t h a t  
she found h e r  col leagues most open a n d  
congen ia l ,  enjoyed g r e a t l y  the s c h o l a r l y  
atmosphere of h e r  department, l i k e d  h e r  
s tudents  (who venerated he r ) ,  looked fo r -  
w a r d  h a p p i l y  eve ryday  to go ing  to  the  
o f f i ce .  She h a d  s a i d  " I t  i s  such a p leas-  
u r e  to be  a l l  exc i ted  about  go ing  to 
work, to feel so good about  i t ,  so en- 
t h u s i a s t i c  when go ing  to the u n i v e r s i t y .  
Fo r  the  f i r s t  t ime in my l i fe ,  I go to 
work w i t h  such eagerness. I t ' s  r e a l  l y  
marveIous." I h a d  seldom seen E l l i  so 
taken b y  h e r  work.  And she was g e t t i n g  
ready  to go to Cambridge, Mass., f o r  
a week o r  so, to the f u n e r a l  serv ice  of 
Roman Jakobson, a t r i p  she was look ing  
f o r w a r d  to. 

E l l i  never  got  to Cambridge, b u t  d i e d  
a couple of d a y s  before h e r  p lanned  t r i p .  
A f u n e r a l  serv ice  was h e l d  f o r  h e r  a t  t he  
U n i v e r s i t y  Chapel on  November 6. Her body 
was cremated, acco rd ing  to h e r  wishes, a n d  
h e r  ashes were b u r i e d  in h e r  n a t i v e  p lace,  
Tervol  a .  



E l l i  was a very product ive fo lk lore 
scholar. Under the guidance of Professor 
Mar t t i  Haavio, she began as a fol lower of 
the F inn ish method. She wrote a few pene- 
t r a t i n g  studies of F inn ish mythology. Later, 
under the in f  Iuence of Thomas A. Sebeok, 
she became a s t ruc tu ra l i s t .  This t rend was 
strong I y reinforced by  Roman Jakobsen and 
Claude Levi-Strauss. Both El l i and Pier re  
Maranda, a we1 I-known anthropologist, were 
close to Levi-Strauss and i n  some of the i r  
works, fol lowed h i s  type of s t ructura l  ism. 
Several of E l l i ' s  studies were wr i t ten jo int-  
l y  w i th  her husband. 

Recently, E l l i  was engaged i n  two major 
projects. One of them was to do a f i l m  on 
a F inn ish winter fest iva l  i n  Minnesota, i n  
connection w i th  the Smithsonian Inst i tu t ion,  
in which she was to wr i te  the accompanying 
monograph. The other was to be a book on 
r iddles,  wi th  the provis ional  t i t l e  "The World 
of Riddles and Riddl ing,"  in connection w i th  
some other fo lk lor is ts .  

EI I i -Kai ja Kongas Maranda was a f i ne  
representative of F inn ish  fo lk lor is ts .  How- 
ever, she le f t  the confines of the fo lk lor is t ics  
of her home country and', w i th  her great ta l -  
ents and enthusiasm, tackled folk lore glo- 
ba l  l y and--needless to say--wi th  great suc- 
cess. We are  deep1 y saddened by her loss. 


