
S c o t t s v i l l e ,  H a r r i s o n  County .I1 What p o s s i b l e  r e l e v a n c e  
can t h i s  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  Med i te r ranean  m o t h e r / f e r t i l i t y  
goddess have i n  t h i s  c o n t e x t ?  Are n o t  t h e  f r e q u e n t  r e f e r -  

ences t o  t h e  dove i n  t h e  B i b l e  and i n  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  
P r o t e s t a n t  hymns enough t o  e x p l a i n  t h e  presence o f  t h e  

dove on t h e  tombstone o f  a  C h r i s t i a n ?  I n  t h e  same v e i n ,  
t h e  l egend  f o r  3-21, a  pho to  o f  a  s t o n e  on which a  r o s e  
i s  carved,  s t a t e s ,  " T h i s  r o s e  blossom, a  pagan symbol o f  
t h e  a n c i e n t  M e d i t e r r a n e a n  Magna Mater  . . .I1 Again,  why 
men t i on  t h e  Magna Mater ,  b e l o v e d  by f o l l o w e r s  o f  F r a z e r ,  
when t h e  r o s e  has l o n g  been a  symbol f o r  Jesus? One m i g h t  
as w e l l  c l a i m  t h a t  t h e  c r o s s  t h a t  adorns  so many C a t h o l i c  
ceme te r i es  i n  so many ways i s  a  pagan symbol and f o r g e t  
how C h r i s t  d i e d .  Were t h e  peop le  who used t h e  c r o s s e s  
t h i n k i n g  o f  t h e  pagan meaning o r  o f  C h r i s t ?  

Jo rdan  ends h i s  book w i t h  a  c h a p t e r  e n t i t l e d  " A  Legacy 
Squandered?" wh ich  i s  a  s t r o n g  and much-needed p l e a  f o r  
t h e  p r e s e r v a t i o n  o f  t h e  r u r a l  and s m a l l  town c e m e t e r i e s  
o f  Texas. What he says a p p l i e s  e q u a l l y  as w e l l  t o  t h e  
r e s t  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y .  I n  h i s  v i s i t s  t o  t h e s e  cemete r i es ,  
I am s u r e  t h a t  Jordan has o f t e n  r e p e a t e d  t o  h i m s e l f ,  j u s t  
as I have, t h e  open ing  l i n e s  of  G ray ' s  "E legy W r i t t e n  i n  
a  Coun t r y  Churchyard,"  e s p e c i a l l y  as t h e  sun i s  s i n k i n g .  
L e t  us hope t h a t  J o r d a n ' s  p l e a  t o  p r e s e r v e  t h e s e  c e m e t e r i e s  
w i l l  n o t  go unheeded and t h a t  h i s  book w i l l  n o t  p r o v e  t o  
be an "E legy W r i t t e n  f o r  t h e  Coun t r y  C h ~ r c h y a r d . ~ ~  
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Roger Welsch r e t r a n s l a t e s  e igh ty -one  t a l e s  i n  t h i s  
p r e s e n t a t i o n  of n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  Omaha f o l k l o r e .  H i s  
purpose i s  " t o  make a v a i l a b l e  i n  more a c c u r a t e  f o r m  and 
w i t h  c o n t e x t  o f  a n n o t a t i o n  Omaha t a l e s  c o l l e c t e d  i n  t h e  
n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  and now g e n e r a l l y  u n a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  
p u b l i c . I 1  (p .  13).  The t a l e s  make f o r  e n j o y a b l e  r e a d i n g ,  
b u t  i n  t h e  a reas  o f  a n n o t a t i o n  and a n a l y s i s  t h a t  t h e  
volume i s  a  d i s a p p o i n t m e n t .  



The f o l k l o r i s t  w o u l d  a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  book  f o r  i t s  com- 
p i l a t i o n  o f  t r a d i t i o n a l  Omaha t a l e s  a n d  f o r  t h e  r e a d a b l e  
t r a n s l a t i o n s  o f  t h e  t e x t s .  Mere p r e s e n t a t i o n s  o f  t e x t s ,  
h o w e v e r ,  i s  i n s u f f i c i e n t  f o r  t o d a y ' s  f o l k l o r i s t s ;  c o n t e x t u a l  
i n f o r m a t i o n  i s  i m p o r t a n t  f o r  t h e  r e a d e r  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  

t e x t  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  i t s  e n g e n d e r i n g  c u l t u r e ,  i t s  r a c o n t e u r ,  
a n d  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  o f  i t s  emergence .  B e y o n d  t h e  p r e s e n t a t i o n  

o f  t e x t  a n d  c o n t e x t ,  a n a l y s i s  a n d  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  a r e  i m p o r -  
t a n t  f o r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h e  f o l k l o r i c  i t e m  i n  t e r m s  o f  f o l k -  
l o r i s t i c  h i s t o r y  a n d  t h e o r y .  I n  p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  t a l e s ,  
W e l s c h  c o n c e n t r a t e s  on t h e  t e x t s ,  g i v e s  some a t t e n t i o n  
t o  c o n t e x t u a l  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  a n d  b a r e l y  t o u c h e s  a n a l y s i s  
and  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n .  

I do n o t  mean t o  d e n i g r a t e  W e l s c h ' s  e f f o r t s .  I t  i s  
o f  v a l u e  t h a t  he h a s  made a v a i l a b l e  l a r g e l y  i n a c c e s s i b l e  
n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  Omaha t e x t s ,  a l m o s t  a l l  o f  w h i c h  come 
f r o m  James Owen D o r s e y ' s  book  The Cegiha Language ( 1 8 9 0 ) .  
He h a s  s p r i n k l e d  c o n t e x t u a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  r e l e v a n t  t o  some 
o f  t h e  t a l e s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  b o o k ,  w h i c h  a d d s  t o  o n e ' s  u n d e r -  
s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  t a l e s .  He o f f e r s  some a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  
t a l e s ;  h e  s i m p l y  does  n o t  o f f e r  enough.  He g i v e s  n o  e x p l a n -  
a t i o n  f o r  c a t e g o r i z i n g  t h e  t a l e s  as h e  does  ( w h a t  i s  t h e  
d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  a  H t r i c k s t e r l l  a n d  a  f l c u l t u r e  h e r o " ? )  
He does  n o t  e x p l a i n  w h a t  a  t r i b a l  m y t h  i s .  He g i v e s  s k e t c h y  
b a c k g r o u n d  i n f o r m a t i o n  on t h e  Omahas a n d  t h e  s t u d y  o f  I n d i a n  
f o l k l o r e .  W e l s c h  makes a  s t a r t  a t  f l e s h i n g  o u t  h i s  w o r k ,  
b u t  i t  i s  o n l y  a  s t a r t .  As s u c h ,  i t  f a l l s  f a r  s h o r t  o f  
t h e  p o t e n t i a l  o f  t h e  s t u d y  a n d  o f  t h e  r e s e a r c h e r / c o m p i l e r .  

W e l s c h t s  p u r p o s e  i n  w r i t i n g  t h i s  book  may h a v e  b e e n  
p r i m a r i l y  t o  p r e s e n t  t h e  t e x t s .  S i n c e  a l l  b u t  s i x  o f  t h e  
t e x t s  h a v e  b e e n  t r a n s l a t e d  a n d  p u b l i s h e d  b e f o r e ,  one m i g h t  
hope f o r  more t h a n  j u s t  an u p d a t i n g  o f  o l d  t r a n s l a t i o n s .  
A l t h o u g h  t h e r e  i s  o b v i o u s  s c h o l a r s h i p  u n d e r l y i n g  t h e  t r a n s -  
l a t i o n s  a n d  t h e  c o m m e n t a r i e s ,  t h e  a u d i e n c e  W e l s c h  m u s t  
h a v e  h a d  i n  m i n d  p r o b a b l y  was n o t  t h e  f o l k l o r i s t i c  one .  
R a t h e r ,  t h i s  b o o k  seems t o  be a i m e d  a t  t h e  p o p u l a r  r e a d e r  
who w o u l d  h a v e  an i n t e r e s t  i n  A m e r i c a n  I n d i a n  f o l k l o r e  
and  who m i g h t  be i m p r e s s e d  w i t h  t h e  t i d b i t s  o f  c o n t e x t u a l  
o r  a n a l y t i c a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  t h a t  W e l s c h  p r o v i d e s .  B e y o n d  
a d d i n g  t o  t h e  many t e x t  c o l l e c t i o n s  a w a i t i n g  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n ,  
W e l s c h ' s  book  does  n o t  a d v a n c e  much u n d e r s t a n d i n g  e i t h e r  
i n  N a t i v e  A m e r i c a n  s t u d i e s  o r  i n  f o l k l o r e .  




