
The f i n a l  essay i n  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n ,  "The P r e s e r v a t i o n  
o f  H i s t o r y  and C u l t u r e  Among t h e  I n u i ~ t  o f  Lab rado r  Through 
T h e i r  Own and C o n t a c t  Languages,l1 by F.W. Peacock, a  Mor- 
a v i a n  m i s s i o n a r y ,  i s  based upon t h e  p rem ise  t h a t  " s i n g l e  
words r e v e a l  and c o n t a i n  h i s t o r y  w i t h i n  themselves l '  (p.92). 
Whi le  t h e  a r t i c l e  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  f r om a  l i n g u i s t i c  v i e w p o i n t ,  
i t  r e a l l y  does n o t  b e l o n g  i n  a  volume concerned w i t h  f o l k -  

l o r e  and o r a l  h i s t o r y .  
The pape rs  p r e s e n t e d  i n  Folklore and Oral History 

a r e  h i g h l y  uneven i n  q u a l i t y ;  s e v e r a l  a r t i c l e s  b a r e l y  men- 
t i o n  f o l k l o r e ,  and one does n o t  p e r t a i n  t o  e i t h e r  f i e l d .  
The c o l l e c t i o n  i s  v a l u a b l e  due t o  i t s  i n c l u s i o n  o f  t h e  
H a r r i s  and Cosbey a r t i c l e s ,  and because i t  unde rsco res  
t h e  f a c t  t h a t  w h i l e  t h e r e  i s  much room f o r  c o o p e r a t i o n  
between f o l k l o r e  and o r a l  h i s t o r y ,  t h e  b a s i c  t r e a t i s e s  
s t i l l  remain  t o  be w r i t t e n .  

The Vanishing Hitchhiker. American Urban Legends and their 
leanings. By Jan H a r o l d  Brunvand. New York and London: 
W.W. No r ton  & Company, 1981. Pp. x iv -208,  g l o s s a r y ,  
append ix ,  i ndex .  $14.95 c l o t h .  

Reviewed by P e t e r  Voo rhe i s .  

When we encoun te r  works whose eve ry  sentence and para-  
graph conveys i t s  message a f t e r  o n l y  one r e a d i n g ,  we may 
suspec t  t h a t  t h e  a u t h o r  i s  speak ing  n o t  t o  us b u t  t o  t h e  
r a b b l e  o u t s i d e  t h e  i v o r y  tower .  The s t y l e  and f o r m a t  o f  
The Vanishing Hitchhiker does suggest  t h a t  Jan Brunvand 
wishes h i s  r e a d e r s h i p  t o  e x t e n d  beyond f o l k l o r i s t s - -  t o  
s c h o l a r s  i n  o t h e r  d i s c i p l i n e s  as w e l l  as t o  t h e  s o c i e t y  
a t  l a r g e .  A l l  o f  t h e  most w i d e l y  known modern legends-  
t h e  Hook, t h e  B o y f r i e n d ' s  Death,  etc. ,  a r e  rep resen ted ,  
though f o r  reasons o f  space he canno t  r e n d e r  them t h e  ex- 
h a u s t i v e  t r e a t m e n t  we have become accustomed t o  f o r  s i n g l e -  
l egend  s t u d i e s  i n  Indiana Folklore and e lsewhere.  Ye t  
we s h o u l d  n o t  t o o  q u i c k l y  equate  b r e v i t y  w i t h  m e d i o c r i t y  
o r  l a c k  o f  s c h o l a r l y  u t i l i t y .  

As many o f  h i s  e a r l i e r  w r i t i n g s  i n d i c a t e ,  Brunvand 
i s  an e c l e c t i c  r e s e a r c h e r ,  and p r e s e n t s  h i s  m a t e r i a l  w i t h o u t  



t h e  c o n s t r i c t i o n s  of  a  s p e c i f i c  t h e o r e t i c a l  p e r s p e c t i v e .  
Whi le  t h i s  approach may sometimes be l i a b l e  t o  cha rges  
of i n d e c i s i v e n e s s ,  i t  works w e l l  f o r  h i s  pu rposes  he re ,  

f o r  i n  t h e  cou rse  of h i s  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  t h e  l egends  he i s  

a b l e  t o  p r e s e n t  t o  t h e  r e a d e r  t h e  v a r i e d  conce rns  o f  t h e  
f o l k l o r i s t s  who examine such m a t e r i a l .  I n  some measure, 
t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  d i s c u s s e d  f o r  each l e g e n d  

a r e  governed by t h e  p r e v i o u s  work o f  o t h e r  f o l k l o r i s t s ,  
b u t  much of t h e  a n a l y s i s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  h i s  r e l a t i o n  o f  t h e  
l e g e n d s '  themes t o  t h e  conce rns  o f  t h e i r  s o c i a l  env io rnmen t ,  
seem grounded i n  common sense. P a r t i c u l a r l y  e f f e c t i v e  
i s  B runvand ' s  t r e a t m e n t  o f  t h e  s t o r i e s 1  i n t e r p l a y  between 
o r a l  t r a d i t i o n  and t h e  media, s u g g e s t i n g  t h e i r  sou rces  
o f  p r o l i f e r a t i o n .  

B runvand ' s  volume i s  by no means t h e  f i n a l  word on 
these  legends.  F o r  many o f  them, no f u l l - l e n g t h  s t u d y  
has been unde r taken ,  and i n  t h i s  c o n n e c t i o n  t h e  b i b l i o -  
g r a p h i e s  appended t o  each c h a p t e r  may se rve  as a  s t a r t i n g  
p o i n t .  B u t  i t s  g r e a t e s t  p o t e n t i a l  u t i l i t y  i n  o u r  f i e l d  
may be as a  supp lemen ta ry  t e x t  f o r  i n t r o d u c t o r y  f o l k l o r e  
courses,  as i t  d e a l s  w i t h  e a s i l y - c o l l e c t e d  n a r r a t i v e s  whose 
themes a r e  r e l e v a n t  t o  t h e  p e r s o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e s  of  most 
undergraduates .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  i t  sugges ts  d i r e c t i o n s  f o r  
a n a l y s i s ,  and pe rhaps  j u s t  as i m p o r t a n t  f o r  such cou rses ,  
t h e r e  i s  n o t  one b o r i n g  page i n  t h e  e n t i r e  book. 

My o n l y  c r i t i c i s m  o f  t h i s  s t u d y  does n o t  s e r i o u s l y  
d e t r a c t  f rom i t s  o v e r a l l  wo r th .  The l a b e l l i n g  o f  t h e s e  
l egends  as "urban,I1 a  t e r m  n o t  e x p l i c i t l y  d e f i n e d  by Brun- 
vand, i n  t h e  t i t l e ,  t h e  t e x t ,  and f o r  t h a t  m a t t e r ,  i n  o u r  
f i e l d  i n  gene ra l ,  i s  t r oub lesome.  Most o f  them do n o t  
r e q u i r e  an u rban  s e t t i n g  f o r  t h e i r  p l o t s ,  n o r ,  as i n d i c a t e d  
by t h e  predominance o f  Utah and I n d i a n a  as t h e  sou rces  

f o r  ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ n d l s  t e x t s ,  do t h e y  r e q u i r e  a  c i t y  env i ronmen t  
f o r  t h e i r  p r o l i f e r a t i o n .  They may be t h e  p r o d u c t s  o f  a  
l a r g e l y  u r b a n i z e d  s o c i e t y ,  b u t  what contemporary  American 
c u l t u r a l  phenomena a r e  n o t ?  We' would  n o t  r e f e r  t o  Pop 
T a r t s ,  a f t e r  a l l ,  as "urban c u i s i n e . I 1  I t  i s  t r u e  t h a t  
t h e  l egends  a r e  " t o l d  and b e l i e v e d  by some o f  t h e  most 
s o p h i s t i c a t e d  ' f o l k '  o f  modern s o c i e t y - -  young peop le ,  
u r b a n i t e s ,  and t h e  we l l - educa ted "  (p .  x i ) ,  b u t  any r e l e g a -  
t i o n  o f  t h e  s t o r i e s  t o  t h i s  group i s  m i s l e a d i n g ,  s i n c e  
most o f  our  a v a i l a b l e  t e x t s  have been s u b m i t t e d  t o  a r c h i v e s  



b y  s t u d e n t s  who f o r  l o g i s t i c  and  o t h e r  r e a s o n s  t e n d  t o  
c o n f i n e  t h e i r  f i e l d w o r k  t o  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  c o m m u n i t y  a n d  
t o  t h e i r  own age g r o u p .  F o r  s i m i l a r  r e a s o n s  t h e  t e r m  " a d o l -  
e s c e n t  l e g e n d "  i s  n o t  a s  p r e c i s e  as we w o u l d  w i s h .  B u t  
I must  a d m i t  t h a t  a  c o n v e n i e n t  a l t e r n a t i v e  t o  e i t h e r  t e r m  
h a s  s o  f a r  e l u d e d  me. 

Texas Graveyards: A C u l t u r a l  Legacy. By T e r r y  G. J o r d a n .  
A u s t i n :  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Texas  P r e s s ,  1982. Pp. x-147,  
b i b l i o g r a p h y ,  i n d e x ,  i l l u s t r a t i o n s .  $19.95, c l o t h .  

Rev iewed b y  War ren  E .  R o b e r t s .  

Much h a s  b e e n  w r i t t e n  a b o u t  g r a v e s t o n e s  a n d  c e m e t e r i e s  
i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  b u t  t h i s  work  o f f e r s  a  new a p p r o a c h .  
J o r d a n  h a s  v i s i t e d  g r e a t  numbers  o f  r u r a l  c e m e t e r i e s  i n  
Texas. He h a s  n o t  c o v e r e d  i t  c o m p l e t e l y ,  b u t  Texas  i s  a  
v e r y  b i g  s t a t e ,  and  he  h a s  d e s c r i b e d  n o t  o n l y  g r a v e s t o n e s ,  
b u t  a l s o  g r a v e  d e c o r a t i o n s ,  l a y - o u t s  o f  c e m e t e r i e s ,  f e n c e s ,  
g a t e s ,  f l o r a  i n  c e m e t e r i e s ,  a n d  o t h e r  f e a t u r e s .  W h i l e  
o t h e r  g e o g r a p h e r s ,  n o t a b l y  F r e d  B. K n i f f e n ,  h a v e  s p o k e n  
o f  t l nec rogeography , l t  J o r d a n  i s  t h e  f i r s t  t o  p r e s e n t  a l a r g e -  
s c a l e  e x a m p l e  o f  t h i s  a p p r o a c h  t o  f o l k l i f e  s t u d y .  

J o r d a n  h a s  b e e n  f o r c e d  t o  l i m i t  h i m s e l f  t o  t h r e e  e t h n i c  
t r a d i t i o n s :  s o u t h e r n  A m e r i c a n ,  H i s p a n i c -  A m e r i c a n ,  and  
German-Amer ican.  W h i l e  he r e g r e t s  h a v i n g  t o  o m i t  o t h e r  
e t h n i c  g r o u p s  i n  Texas,  he does  d e a l  w i t h  t h e s e  n u m e r i c a l l y  
d o m i n a n t  t r a d i t i o n s  i n  a d m i r a b l e  d e t a i l .  He d e s c r i b e s  
and  i l l u s t r a t e s  s u c h  n o t e w o r t h y  f e a t u r e s  as s c r a p e d  e a r t h  
c e m e t e r i e s ,  s h e l l - d e c o r a t e d  g r a v e s ,  and  g r a v e h o u s e s .  The 
c o p i o u s  i l l u s t r a t i o n s  a r e  a  n e c e s s a r y  and  e x c e l l e n t  p a r t  
o f  t h e  book .  We a r e  a l l  i n  J o r d a n ' s  d e b t  f o r  s h o w i n g  t h e  
i m p o r t a n c e  o f  h i s  a p p r o a c h  t o  an i m p o r t a n t  p a r t  o f  f o l k l i f e  
s t u d i e s .  

The work  i s  m a r r e d ,  u n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  b y  f r e q u e n t  
~ ~ F r a z e r i a n ~ ~  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  o f  s y m b o l s  on  g r a v e s t o n e s  and  
t h e  a n c i e n t  o r i g i n s  a n d  s u p p o s e d  m e a n i n g  o f  t h e s e  s y m b o l s .  
F o r  example ,  t h e  l e g e n d  f o r  f i g u r e  3-20, a  p h o t o  o f  a  g r a v e -  
s t o n e  w i t h  a  c a r v e d  dove  on i t  r e a d s  "The dove ,  one o f  
t h e  a n i m a l  c o n s o r t s  o f  t h e  a n c i e n t  M e d i t e r r a n e a n  m o t h e r /  
f e r t i l i t y  g o d d e s s e s ,  d o m i n a t e s  a  c o m m e r c i a l  t o m b s t o n e  i n  




