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NOTES 

1 
E n g l i s h  R i t u a l  Drama ( L o n d o n :  The F o l k l o r e  S o c i e t y ,  

1 9 6 7 ) .  

2 
See, f o r  example :  H e n r y  G l a s s i e ,  A l l  S i l v e r  and No 

Brass: An I r i s h  Chr is tmas Humming ( B l o o m i n g t o n :  I n d i a n a  
U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1 9 7 5 ) ;  a n d  t h e  s p e c i a l  i s s u e  on  f o l k  
drama o f  t h e  J o u r n a l  o f  American F o l k l o r e ,  e d i t e d  b y  Thomas 
A. Green ,  9 4 ( 1 9 8 1 ) .  

F o l k l o r e  and O r a l  H i s t o r y .  E d i t e d  b y  N e i l  V. Rosenberg .  
S t .  J o h n ' s  N e w f o u n d l a n d :  M e m o r i a l  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  New- 
f o u n d l a n d ,  1978.  Pp. x x  + 101.  No p r i c e  g i v e n .  

R e v i e w e d  b y  J o s e p h  P. Goodwin.  

The t h r e e  y e a r s  b e t w e e n  t h e  s e c o n d  a n n u a l  m e e t i n g  
o f  t h e  C a n a d i a n  A u r a l I O r a l  H i s t o r y  A s s o c i a t i o n  i n  1975  
and t h e  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  t h i s  book  c o n t a i n i n g  some o f  t h e  
p a p e r s  p r e s e n t e d  a t  t h a t  c o n f e r e n c e  r e p r e s e n t  an u n f o r t u n a t e  
d e l a y .  M a t e r i a l s  d e a l i n g  w i t h  b o t h  f o l k l o r e  a n d  o r a l  



h i s t o r y  h a v e  n o t  e x a c t l y  p r o l i f e r a t e d  s i n c e  t h e  s i x t h  n a t -  

i o n a l  c o l l o q i u m  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  O r a l  H i s t o r y  Assoc-  
i a t i o n  h e l d  i n  1971, a t  w h i c h  a  p a n e l  o f  f o l k l o r i s t s  l e d  

b y  R i c h a r d  M. D o r s o n  d i s c u s s e d  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  b e t w e e n  t h e  

t w o  f i e l d s .  
F o l k l o r e  a n d  O r a l  H i s t o r y  c o n t a i n s  e l e v e n  e s s a y s ,  

t w o  o f  w h i c h  a r e  i n  F r e n c h .  Each a r t i c l e  i s  a c c o m p a n i e d  

b y  a  p r C c i s ,  i n  F r e n c h  f o r  t h e  E n g l i s h  p a p e r s  a n d  i n  E n g l i s h  
f o r  t h o s e  w r i t t e n  i n  F r e n c h .  A  h e a d n o t e  ( i n  E n g l i s h )  i n t r o -  
duces  e a c h  e n t r y ,  p r o v i d i n g  an  a d d i t i o n a l  summary a s  w e l l  
as i n f o r m a t i o n  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  a u t h o r .  

R o s e n b e r g l s  i n t r o d u c t i o n  g i v e s  t h e  r e a d e r  a  b r i e f  
o v e r v i e w  o f  o r a l  h i s t o r y  a n d  o f  a u d i o  r e c o r d e d  f o l k l o r e  
r e s e a r c h  i n  Canada.  F r e d e r i c k  A. A l d r i c h ,  Dean o f  t h e  
S c h o o l  o f  G r a d u a t e  S t u d i e s  a t  M e m o r i a l  U n i v e r s i t y  i n  S t .  
J o h n ' s ,  N e w f o u n d l a n d  c a r r i e s  t h e  o r i g i n s  o f  o r a l  h i s t o r y  
b a c k  b e y o n d  modern  t i m e s  t o  T h u c y d i d e s  (ca .  471-400 BC), 
who w r o t e  of  t h e  p r o b l e m s  i n h e r e n t  i n  o r a l  h i s t o r y :  

I have  d e s c r i b e d  n o t h i n g  b u t  w h a t  I e i t h e r  saw 
m y s e l f ,  o r  l e a r n e d  f r o m  o t h e r s  o f  whom I made t h e  
m o s t  c a r e f u l  a n d  p a r t i c u l a r  e n q u i r y .  The t a s k  was 
a  l a b o r i o u s  one, b e c a u s e  e y e - w i t n e s s e s  o f  t h e  same 
o c c u r e n c e s  gave  d i f f e r e n t  a c c o u n t s  o f  them, as t h e y  
remembered  o r  were  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  a c t i o n s  o f  one  
s i d e  o r  a n o t h e r .  And v e r y  l i k e l y  t h e  s t r i c t l y  h i s t -  
o r i c a l  c h a r a c t e r  o f  my n a r r a t i v e  may b e  d i s a p p o i n t i n g  
t o  t h e  EAR. 
( Q u o t e d  b y  A l d r i c h  on page 2, w i t h  t h e  c i t a t i o n  '!Elk. 
1, Ch. 22." ) .  

O p e n i n g  t h e  s e r i e s  o f  e s s a y s  i s  an e x c e l l e n t  r e b u t t a l  
o f  v a r i o u s  c r i t i c i s m s  o f  o r a l  h i s t o r y .  L e s l i e  H a r r i s ,  
a  h i s t o r i a n  a n d  Academic V i c e - P r e s i d e n t  a t  M e m o r i a l ,  b e g i n s  
I 1 W i t h o u t  S t r a p  Nor S t r i n g I t  w i t h  an u n w a r r a n t e d  a p o l o g y  
f o r  h i s  i n c o m p e t e n c e  a t  d e a l i n g  w i t h  o r a l  h i s t o r y .  H a r r i s  
r e f u t e s  s u c h  c r i t i c i s m s  as 

The o r a l  h i s t o r i a n . . .  w i l l  h a v e  m a n u f a c t u r e d  what  
amounts  t o  a  w r i t t e n  document ,  e x c e p t  t h a t  i t  w i l l  
be  an i n f e r i o r  document  b e c a u s e  i t  w i l l  c o n s i s t  o f  
e x  p o s t  f a c t o  r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  t h a t  i t  w i l l  be  a  j u m b l e  
o f  i m p r e s s i o n i s m ,  o f  s e c o n d  h a n d  k n o w l e d g e ,  o f  h e a r s a y ,  



o f  myth,  o f  legend,  and t h a t  i t  w i l l  n o t  be s u b j e c t  
t o  t h e  no rma l  and r i g o r o u s  checks of t e x t u a l  c r i t i c i s m .  

Bu t  m i g h t  we not . .  . a s c r i b e  most of t hose  same 

weaknesses t o  many o f  t h e  w r i t t e n  documentary ev idences  
w i t h  wh ich  we d e a l ?  (p .  10). 

H a r r i s  goes on t o  back up t h i s  a s s e r t i o n ,  and he does i t  

w e l l .  
!!The C u l t u r e  o f  Work ing Peop le  and O r a l  H i s t o r y :  

A Newfoundland Repor t , "  by h i s t o r i a n  P e t e r  Neary,  p r e s e n t s  

t h e  v a l u e  o f  f o l k l o r e  and o r a l  h i s t o r y  t o  t h e  development 
o f  a  program i n  Newfoundland s t u d i e s ,  and o f f e r s  l i t t l e  
t o  t h e  volume. 

Pau l  C a r p e n t i e r  o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  Museum Cen te r  f o r  F o l k  
C u l t u r e  S t u d i e s  r i g h t l y  p o i n t s  o u t  i n  " F o l k l o r e  e t  document 
o r a l "  t h a t  most peop le  have been n e g l e c t e d  by h i s t o r i a n s .  
He o f f e r s  a  few t i p s  f o r  i n t e r v i e w e r s ,  and t a l k s  b r i e f l y  
about  equipment and a r c h i v e s .  

Robe r t  C. Cosby ls  background i n  l i t e r a t u r e ,  f o l k l o r e  
and o r a l  h i s t o r y  have combined t o  g i v e  h im a  u n i q u e  i n s i g h t  
i n t o  t h e  i n t e r v i e w i n g  p rocess ,  wh i ch  he e x p l a i n s  i n  a  su- 
pe rb ,  t h o u g h t  p r o v o k i n g  a r t i c l e ,  "The Psychodrama o f  t h e  
I n t e r v i e w  Arena." Cosby p o i n t s  o u t  t h a t  t h e  presence o f  
t h e  t a p e  r e c o r d e r  c r e a t e s  a  t h i r d  p a r t y ,  t h e  use r .  The 
c o l l e c t o r  has t o  rema in  c o n s t a n t l y  aware o f  t h i s  f a c t ,  
c o n d u c t i n g  t h e  i n t e r v i e w  a c c o r d i n g l y .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t h e  
i n t e r v i e w e r  must be c o g n i z a n t  o f  t h e  needs o f  t h e  i n f o r m a n t .  

A n t h r o p o l o g i s t  E l l i o t  Ley ton  proposes i n  "The L i f e  
H i s t o r y  i n  Newfoundland A n t h r o p o l o g i c a l  S t u d i e s "  t h a t  f o l k -  
l o r i s t s  and o r a l  h i s t o r i a n s  " t u r n  t h e i r  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  
c o m p i l a t i o n  and p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  l i f e  h i s t o r i e s f f  (p .  4 7 )  
because I t the  l i f e  h i s t o r y  ... communicates t h e  r i c h n e s s  
o f  a  c u l t u r e  and t h e  c o m p l e x i t y  o f  a  human b e i n g  i n  a  way 
no o t h e r  r e s e a r c h  t e c h n i q u e  can doll (p. 46 ) .  L e y t o n  
s t r e s s e s  t h e  v a l u e  o f  t h e  l i f e  h i s t o r y  t o  t h e  a n t h r o p o l o g i s t ,  
and i m p l i e s  t h a t  o r a l  h i s t o r i a n s  and f o l k l o r i s t s  s h o u l d  
g a t h e r  t hese  a u t o b i o g r a p h i e s  so t h a t  a n t h r o p o l o g i s t s  have 
more t i m e  t o  spend on o t h e r  t y p e s  o f  r esea rch .  

Wh i l e  p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  advantages o f  "A M u l t i - U i s c i -  
p l i n a r y  Approach t o  t h e  R e c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  H i s t o r y  and 
C u l t u r e  of R u r a l  Popu la t i on , I t  Thomas F. Nemec, an a n t h r o -  
p o l o g i s t ,  p o i n t s  o u t  t h a t  d e s p i t e  i t s  va lue ,  t h e  o r a l  i n t e r -  



view must be used i n  c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  o t h e r  r e s o u r c e s  i n  
o r d e r  t o  g e t  t h e  f u l l e s t  p i c t u r e  p o s s i b l e .  

D a v i d  A lexander ,  an economic h i s t o r i a n ,  i s  uncomfor -  

t a b l e  w i t h  o r a l  h i s t o r i e s  and t h e  i n a c c u r a c i e s  wh i ch  he 
f e e l s  a r e  i n h e r e n t  i n  o r a l  i n t e r v i e w s .  He does, however, 
t h i n k  t h a t  o r a l  h i s t o r y  i s  u s e f u l  as a  t e c h n i q u e  f o r  r e -  
c o r d i n g  memoirs. He conc ludes  "Ora l  H i s t o r y  a t  t h e  M a r i -  
t i m e  H i s t o r y  GroupH by s a y i n g  t h a t  I t o r a l  sou rces  w i l l  con- 
s t i t u t e  an a d d i t i o n a l  r a t h e r  t h a n  a  f undamen ta l  sou rce  
t o  t h e  w r i t i n g  o f  modern and contemporary  h i s t o r y . "  (p .  
61) .  

Three t o p i c s  a r e  addressed by G e r a l d  Thomas, a  member 
o f  Memor ia l  U n i v e r s i t y ' s  Depar tment  o f  F rench  Language, 
i n  "Les e'tudes de f o l k l o r e  e t  d ' h i s t o i r e  o r a l  chez l e s  
Franco-Ter reneuv iens. I1  He b r i e f l y  d i scusses  t h e  h i s t o r y  
o f  t h e  Fench Newfound landers ,  t h e  work accomp l i shed  t h u s  
f a r  i n  f o l k l o r e  and o r a l  h i s t o r y ,  and o u t l i n e s  r e s e a r c h  
c o n c e r n i n g  t h e s e  peop le .  Thomas shows t h e  need f o r  o r a l  
h i s t o r y  and f o l k l o r e  i n  g a t h e r i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  c o n c e r n i n g  
Newfound land 's  Francophones. He a l s o  d e s c r i b e s  t h e  h o l d i n g s  
o f  t h e  C e n t r e  d1E tudes  F ranco -Te r reneuv iens .  

Acco rd ing  t o  P a u l  O t N e i l l  o f  t h e  Canadian B r o a d c a s t i n g  
C o r p o r a t i o n ,  r a d i o  and t e l e v i s i o n  can p r o v i d e  a  s e r v i c e  
t o  o r a l  h i s t o r y  by p r e s e r v i n g  r e c o r d i n g s  o f  coverage o f  
h i s t o r i c a l  even ts .  I n  " R e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  o f  t h e  B roadcas t  
Media" O 1 N e i l l  p o i n t s  o u t  t h a t  " t hese  media have t h e  means, 
t a l e n t ,  and money t o  u n d e r t a k e  o r a l  h i s t o r y  p r o j e c t s  t h a t  
a r e  o f t e n  o u t s i d e  t h e  a b i l i t y  and scope o f  o t h e r  groups."  
He t h e n  i l l u s t r a t e s  t h i s  p o i n t  o f  v i ew  w i t h  examples o f  
p r o j e c t s  unde r taken  by t h e  CBC. 

John S c o t t ' s  " ' I  D o n ' t  Th ink  The re ' s  A n y t h i n g  i n  t h e  
Wor ld  That  t h e  Common Man W i l l  Take a  B i g g e r  Chance [ f o r ]  
Than H e ' l l  Take f o r  a  S e a l . ' :  Some C o n t r i b u t i o n s  o f  O r a l  
H i s t o r y  Toward an U n d e r s t a n d i n g  of  t h e  Newfoundland Disaster "  
shows t h a t  o r a l  h i s t o r y  can p r o v i d e  a  c o n t e x t  and t h u s  
a  b e t t e r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  h i s t o r i c a l  even ts .  S c o t t ,  a  
d o c t o r a l  c a n d i d a t e  i n  f o l k l o r e  a t  Memor ia l  U n i v e r s i t y ,  
uses t h e  example o f  a  d i s a s t e r  i n  1913 i n  wh i ch  seven ty -  
e i g h t  men f r o z e  t o  dea th  w h i l e  h u n t i n g  s e a l s .  Through 
o r a l  h i s t o r y  i n t e r v i e w s  i t  appears  t h a t  t h e  c a p t a i n  o f  
t h e  men's s h i p  was n o t  a c t i n g  i n  an unusua l  manner and 
was n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  dea ths  as has been 
assumed i n  t h e  p a s t .  



The f i n a l  essay i n  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n ,  "The P r e s e r v a t i o n  
o f  H i s t o r y  and C u l t u r e  Among t h e  I n u i ~ t  o f  Lab rado r  Through 
T h e i r  Own and C o n t a c t  Languages,l1 by F.W. Peacock, a  Mor- 
a v i a n  m i s s i o n a r y ,  i s  based upon t h e  p rem ise  t h a t  " s i n g l e  
words r e v e a l  and c o n t a i n  h i s t o r y  w i t h i n  themselves l '  (p.92). 
Whi le  t h e  a r t i c l e  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  f r om a  l i n g u i s t i c  v i e w p o i n t ,  
i t  r e a l l y  does n o t  b e l o n g  i n  a  volume concerned w i t h  f o l k -  

l o r e  and o r a l  h i s t o r y .  
The pape rs  p r e s e n t e d  i n  Folklore and Oral History 

a r e  h i g h l y  uneven i n  q u a l i t y ;  s e v e r a l  a r t i c l e s  b a r e l y  men- 
t i o n  f o l k l o r e ,  and one does n o t  p e r t a i n  t o  e i t h e r  f i e l d .  
The c o l l e c t i o n  i s  v a l u a b l e  due t o  i t s  i n c l u s i o n  o f  t h e  
H a r r i s  and Cosbey a r t i c l e s ,  and because i t  unde rsco res  
t h e  f a c t  t h a t  w h i l e  t h e r e  i s  much room f o r  c o o p e r a t i o n  
between f o l k l o r e  and o r a l  h i s t o r y ,  t h e  b a s i c  t r e a t i s e s  
s t i l l  remain  t o  be w r i t t e n .  

The Vanishing Hitchhiker. American Urban Legends and their 
leanings. By Jan H a r o l d  Brunvand. New York and London: 
W.W. No r ton  & Company, 1981. Pp. x iv -208,  g l o s s a r y ,  
append ix ,  i ndex .  $14.95 c l o t h .  

Reviewed by P e t e r  Voo rhe i s .  

When we encoun te r  works whose eve ry  sentence and para-  
graph conveys i t s  message a f t e r  o n l y  one r e a d i n g ,  we may 
suspec t  t h a t  t h e  a u t h o r  i s  speak ing  n o t  t o  us b u t  t o  t h e  
r a b b l e  o u t s i d e  t h e  i v o r y  tower .  The s t y l e  and f o r m a t  o f  
The Vanishing Hitchhiker does suggest  t h a t  Jan Brunvand 
wishes h i s  r e a d e r s h i p  t o  e x t e n d  beyond f o l k l o r i s t s - -  t o  
s c h o l a r s  i n  o t h e r  d i s c i p l i n e s  as w e l l  as t o  t h e  s o c i e t y  
a t  l a r g e .  A l l  o f  t h e  most w i d e l y  known modern legends-  
t h e  Hook, t h e  B o y f r i e n d ' s  Death,  etc. ,  a r e  rep resen ted ,  
though f o r  reasons o f  space he canno t  r e n d e r  them t h e  ex- 
h a u s t i v e  t r e a t m e n t  we have become accustomed t o  f o r  s i n g l e -  
l egend  s t u d i e s  i n  Indiana Folklore and e lsewhere.  Ye t  
we s h o u l d  n o t  t o o  q u i c k l y  equate  b r e v i t y  w i t h  m e d i o c r i t y  
o r  l a c k  o f  s c h o l a r l y  u t i l i t y .  

As many o f  h i s  e a r l i e r  w r i t i n g s  i n d i c a t e ,  Brunvand 
i s  an e c l e c t i c  r e s e a r c h e r ,  and p r e s e n t s  h i s  m a t e r i a l  w i t h o u t  




