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Ma i r  Jose B e n a r d e t t e  came t o  America i n  1910 f r o m  t h e  
d i s s o l v i n g  Ottoman Empi re .  As t h e  f i r s t  Tu rk i sh -bo rn  
Sephard ic  Jew t o  become a c c r e d i t e d  as a  p u b l i c  s c h o o l  
t e a c h e r  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  ~ t a t e s , l  he went on t o  l e a d  a  d i s t i n -  
gu i shed  t e a c h i n g  c a r e e r  a t  B r o o k l y n  Co l l ege .  Much o f  h i s  
academic energy  was d e d i c a t e d  t o  m i n i n g  t h e  r e s o u r c e s  of 
Sephard ic  c u l t u r e  wh ich  were t r a n s p l a n t e d  t o  t h i s  c o u n t r y  
i n  t h e  f i r s t  decades o f  t h e  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y .  A r t i c l e s  
about  Sephard ic  c u l t u r e  and f o l k l o r e  by B e n a r d e t t e  appeared 
i n  t h e  Judeo-Spanish newspapers o f  New York.  H i s  h i s t o r i c  
work H i s p a n i c  C u l t u r e  and C h a r a c t e r  o f  t h e  Sepha rd i c  Jews 
was a  g round -b reak ing  book which d e l v e d  i n t o  t h e  e thos  and 
and h i s t o r y  o f  a  p e o p l e  who i n  t h e  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y  were 
aga in  s e a r c h i n g  f o r  a  home o n l y  t o  c h m s ~ e  one i n  wh ich  t h e  
most v i t a l  aspec t  o f  t h e i r  i d e n t i t y  was q u e s t i o n e d  by t h e i r  
own c o - r e l i g i o n i s t s .  Angel  was c o r r e c t  i n  w r i t i n g  t h a t  
B e n a r d e t t e  "has se rved  as a  spokesman o f  Sepha rd i c  c u l t u r e ,  
t h e  c u l t u r e  o f  wh ich  he h i m s e l f  was p a r t . N 2  

I n  1923 B e n a r d e t t e  w ro te  "Los romances Judeo-espaRoles 
de Nueva Yorku as h i s  M.A. t h e s i s  a t  Columbia U n i v e r s i t y .  
The c o l l e c t i o n  upon wh ich  t h e  t h e s i s  was based came from 
immig ran ts  f r om t h e  e n t i r e  Med i te r ranean  b a s i n ,  from Turkey 
t o  Morocco, f r om t h e  i s l a n d s  c l o s e  t o  t h e  A n a t o l i a n  sho res  
as w e l l  as t h e  communi t ies  o f  what i s  now Greece and 
Yugos lav ia .  The wide geog raph i c  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f . v a r i a n t s  i s  
an i m p o r t a n t  aspec t  o f  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n .  The b a l l a d s  were, 
f o r  t h e  most p a r t ,  c o l l e c t e d  f r e s h ,  j u s t  b e f o r e  t h e  e f f e c t s  
o f  m o d e r n i z a t i o n  worked t o w a r d  r e d u c i n g  t h e  r e p e r t o i r e s  of  
t h e  b e s t  s i n g e r s .  T h i r t y - n i n e  b a l l a d s  f r o m  t h i s  t h e s i s  a r e  
now a v a i l a b l e  i n  t h i s  volume e d i t e d  w i t h  c a r e  by A rm is tead  
and S i l ve rman .  



Samuel G. A rm is tead  and Joseph H. S i l v e r m a n  have 
devo ted  many yea rs  t o  a  p a r t n e r s h i p  d e d i c a t e d  t o  t h e  e x p l o -  
r a t i o n  of  t h e  Sepha rd i c  b a l l a d .  T h e i r  u n t i r i n g  work has 
l e d  them t o  s i n g e r s  o f  Sepha rd i c  b a l l a d s ,  t o  a r c h i v e s m a s s e d  
by o t h e r  c o l l e c t o r s , a n d  t o  o t h e r  a r c h i v a l  m a t e r i a l s  i n  
Europe and America f o r  documen ta t i on  wh ich h e l p e d  t o  es tab -  
l i s h  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l - c u l t u r a l  s e t t i n g  o f  t h e  co rpus  o f  b a l -  

l a d s  w i t h  wh ich  t h e y  have worked. They a r e  e m i n e n t l y  q u a l -  
i f i e d  t o  e d i t  t h i s  s m a l l  volume. T h e i r  s c h o l a r s h i p  i s  
r e f l e c t e d  i n  t h e  c a r e f u l ,  i n - d e p t h  n o t e s  wh ich accompany 
t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  t h e  b a l l a d s  c o l l e c t e d  by B e n a r d e t t e .  
T h i s  i n t r o d u c t i o n  immerses t h e  r e a d e r  i n  t h e  c o m p l e x i t y  rof 
Sephard ic  b a l l a d  s c h o l a r s h i p  unde r taken  by s c h o l a r s  on t h r e e  
c o n t i n e n t s .  I n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  a  d e t a i l e d  s k e l e t o n  o f  t h e  
h i s t o r y  of t h i s  f i e l d  o f  s t u d y  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  p l a c i n g  
B e n a r d e t t e t s  work a t  t h e  f o r e f r o n t  of t h e  de luge  which f o l -  
lowed i n  a  s teady  s t ream f r o m  t h e  30s t o  t h e  p r e s e n t ,  has 
been b r o u g h t  t o g e t h e r  i n  t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n .  

A long  w i t h  t h e  t e x t s  o f  t h i r t y - n i n e  b a l l a d s ,  t h e  e d i -  
t o r s  p r o v i d e  E n g l i s h  a b s t r a c t s  f o r  each r e s p e c t i v e  t e x t  
g i v i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  on r e g i o n a l  v a r i a n t s .  They have ex- 
haus ted  n o t  o n l y  t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  on t h e  Sepha rd i c  b a l l a d  b u t  
a l s o  on t h e  H i s p a n i c  b a l l a d  i n  g e n e r a l  i n  p r o v i d i n g  ex ten -  
s i v e  compara t i ve  n o t e s  f o r  each t e x t .  An e x t e n s i v e  b i b l i o g -  
raphy  o f  b o t h  p u b l i s h e d  and u n p u b l i s h e d  works i s  f u r n i s h e d .  
The t h e m a t i c  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  p l a c e s  t h e  b a l l a d s  o f  t h e  c o l -  
l e c t i o n  i n t o  c a t e g o r i e s  based upon themes common t o  o t h e r  
European b a l l a d s .  The s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  t h i s  l i e s  i n  t h e  
r e l a t i o n  o f  t h e  Sepha rd i c  b a l l a d  t o  t h e  w i d e r  sphere  of  
Pan-European b a l l a d  s c h o l a r s h i p .  I n d i c e s  o f  t i t l e s  and 
f i r s t  ve rses  a r e  i n c l u d e d ,  a i d i n g  t h e  r e a d e r  i n  f i n d i n g  a  
p a r t i c u l a r  t e x t .  As t h e  Judeo-Spanish i n  wh ich  t h e s e  b a l -  
l a d s  were pe r fo rmed  has adopted words f rom T u r k i s h ,  Hebrew 
and A r a b i c ,  a  g l o s s a r y  o f  t h i s  s p e c i a l i z e d  v o c a b u l a r y  i s  
p r o v i d e d  t o  h e l p  a l l e v i a t e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  i n  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  
t e x t s  i n  wh ich  t h e y  a r e  found.  

T h i s  t h i n  book makes a v a i l a b l e  a  c o l l e c t i o n  of  b a l l a d s  
made a lmos t  s i x t y  yea rs  ago by an impeccab le  c o l l e c t o r  
w o r k i n g  i n  h i s  own community.  I t  i s  an i m p o r t a n t  a d d i t i o n  
t o  t h e  l i b r a r y  o f  works on t h e  Judeo-Spanish b a l l a d ,  as 
w e l l  as o f  i n t e r e s t  t o  t h e  s c h o l a r  o f  Sepha rd i c  f o l k l o r e ,  
t h e  European b a l l a d  and e t h n i c  f o l k l o r e .  



NOTES 

1. M a i r  Jose Bena rde t te ,  H i s p a n i c  C u l t u r e  and C h a r a c t e r  
o f  Sephard i c  Jews (New York :  Sepher-Hermon Press ,  second 

e d i t i o n ,  1982).  

2. I b i d .  

The E n g l i s h  Hummers1 Pl*. By A lex  Helm. Foreword by N. 
Peacock and E. C.  Cawte. Pp. 116. The F o l k l o r e  S o c i e t y  
M i s t l e t o e  S e r i e s ,  v o l .  14, 1980. $45.00. C l o t h .  

Ca lus :  Symbol ic  T r a n s f o r m a t i o n  i n  Romanian R i t u a l .  By G a i l  
K l igman.  Foreword by M i r c e a  E l i a d e .  Pp. 209. Ch icago:  
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Chicago Press ,  1981. No P r i c e .  

Reviewed by Pau l  L. T y l o r .  

Why r e v i e w  these  two books t o g e t h e r ?  Because t h e y  
p r o v i d e  a  s i m i l a r i t y  i n  s u b j e c t  m a t t e r  and a  c o n t r a s t  i n  
substance.  Alex Helm and G a i l  K l igman a r e  o f f e r i n g  us i n -  
dep th  s t u d i e s  o f  seasona l  r i t u a l s  a c t e d  o u t  i n  European 
c o u n t r y  v i l l a g e s  by t r o u p e s  o f  d i s g u i s e d  o r  costumed men. 
These r i t u a l  a c t o r s  p r e s e n t  a  s c r i p t e d  per formance:  t h a t  i s ,  
a  per formance w i t h  a  t r a d i t i o n a l  f o r m  and c o n t e n t  known 
by b o t h  t h e  a c t o r s  and t h e i r  aud ience.  There a r e  f u r t h e r  
s i m i l a r i t i e s  between t h e  E n g l i s h  Mummers* P l a y  and t h e  RO- 
manian Calus .  I n  bo th ,  a  f o o l  and a  female  i m p e r s o n a t o r  
a r e  i m p o r t a n t  c h a r a c t e r s .  I n  many v a r i a n t s ,  t h k  dea th  and 
r e s u r r e c t i o n  o f  one o f  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s  i s  a  c e n t r a l  f e a t u r e  
o f  t h e  d rama t i c  a c t i o n .  I n  b o t h  Eng land  and Romania t h e  
s tage  o f  t h e  per formance i s  t h e  community i t s e l f  as t h e  
t r o u p e  of a c t o r s  make t h e i r  rounds o f  t h e  v i l l a g e  and g i v e  
t h e i r  per formance i n  homes, ya rds ,  o r  o t h e r  f i x e d  s p o t s .  

There a re  on t h e  o t h e r  hand some key d i f f e r e n c e s  be- 
tween t h e  two r i t u a l  t r a d i t i o n s .  The E n g l i s h  Mummers p r e -  
s e n t  a  p l a y  t e x t  o f  rhymes mixed w i t h  much s t y l i z e d  a c t i o n .  




