
F I L M  REVIEWS 

Joy Unspeakable. 59 minutes ,  v ideo tape .  Producers:  
Ind iana  U n i v e r s i t y ,  Radio and Te lev i s ion  S e r v i c e s  (James 
Per ry ,  John ~ i n n i n g e r ) ;  Ind iana  Univers i ty  F o l k l o r e  
I n s t i t u t e  ( E l a i n e  J .  Lawless, E l i z a b e t h  P e t e r s o n ) .  Dis- 
t r i b u t e d  by Ind iana  U n i v e r s i t y ,  Audio-Visual Cen te r .  
Cameramen: Larry Reagan, Mick Renneisen, Mike S c h a l e r ,  
Andy S e l l e r s ;  1981. S a l e  $300; r e n t a l  $30. 

Reviewed b y  Jeanne Harrah and John Wolford 

"Joy Unspeakablelt i s  t h e  product  of t h e  combined e f f o r t  
of t h r e e  departments  a t  Ind iana  Univers i ty :  t h e  Radio and 
Te lev i s ion  S e r v i c e s ,  the  Audio-Visual Cen te r ,  and the  Folk- 
l o r e  I n s t i t u t e .  I t  i s  c l e a r  t h a t  the  Fo lk lo re  I n s t i t u t e  
played the  primary r o l e  i n  determining i t s  c o n t e n t ,  while 
the o t h e r  two departments  provided the  t e c h n i c a l  and profes -  
s i o n a l  e x p e r t i s e  t h a t  g ives  the  f i l m  i t s  po l i shed  f i n i s h .  
The combination of t a l e n t s  and d i r e c t i o n  has produced an 
enjoyable  and u s e f u l  f i l m  f o r  a  wide range of aud iences .  

The f o l k l o r i s t i c  premise of t h e  f i l m  (never  s t a t e d  
b u t  c l e a r l y  assumed) i s  t h a t  t h e  P e n t e c o s t a l  r e l i g i o n  i s  
a  f o l k  r e l i g i o n ,  in  t h e  sense  of t h e  term espoused by 
William Clements.1 The f i l m  focuses  p r i m a r i l y  on one 
congrega t ion  of Oneness P e n t e c o s t a l s  i n  sou thern  I n d i a n a ,  
and documents i t s  a c t i v i t i e s  dur ing  a  r e g u l a r  c h u r c h s e r v i c e ,  
a  gospel  rock s e r v i c e ,  and a  camp meeting r e v i v a l .  I t  
provides  e x c e l l e n t  coverage of t h e s e  s e t t i n g s ,  a l lowing  
one an o b j e c t i v e  percep t ion  of t h e  u n i n h i b i t e d  and s i n c e r e  
f e e l i n g s  of the  P e n t e c o s t a l s  i n  d i f f e r e n t  n a t u r a l  s e t t i n g s .  
A f u r t h e r  understanding of the  P e n t e c o s t a l  exper ience  i s  
given by i n t e r v i e w s  w i t h  members of t h e  church,  i n c l u d i n g  
t h e  p a s t o r ,  the  o r g a n i s t ,  a gospel  rock s i n g e r ,  and members 
of d i f f e r e n t  f a m i l i e s .  The f i l m  i s  v i s u a l l y  e f f e c t i v e  i n  
i t s  a b i l i t y  t o  cap ture  i t s  audience and t o  make one f e e l  
both the  s c h o l a r  and t h e  p a r t i c i p a n t .  Fo lk lo re  f i l m s  
a r e  repu ted ly  l e s s  s o p h i s t i c a t e d  and in format ive  than many 
ethnographic  f i l m s ,  b u t  IIJoy Unspeakable11 a t t e s t s  t o  t h e  
p o t e n t i a l  of f o l k l o r i s t s  commanding high q u a l i t y  e d u c a t i o n a l  
p roduc t ions .  The f i lm has won s e v e r a l  awards. I t  was shown 



a t  t h e  1 9 8 1  A m e r i c a n  F o l k l o r e  S o c i e t y  C o n f e r e n c e ,  won t h e  
Red R i b b o n  a w a r d  a t  t h e  1 9 8 1  A m e r i c a n  F i l m  F e s t i v a l ,  and  
was a i r e d  n a t i o n - w i d e  on  PBS on  A p r i l  9, 1982. 

The p u r p o s e  o f  t h e  f i l m  i s  t o  document  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  

e x p r e s s i o n  o f  members o f  a s i n g l e  P e n t e c o s t a l  c h u r c h .  F o r  

t h e  f o l k l o r i s t ,  t h i s  f i l m  p r o v o k e s  q u e s t i o n s  c o n c e r n i n g  
t h e  i n t e r v i e w  t e c h n i q u e s  and  d e t a i l s  of  c o n t e x t .  I n  I t Joy  
Unspeakab le , I1  t h o s e  i n t e r v i e w e d  a r e  a t 1  t h e 1 1  c e n t e r  o f  
P e n t e c o s t a l  i n v o l v e m e n t .  However,  t h e  f i l m  i g n o r e s  some 
c o n c e r n s  t h a t  a r e  i m p o r t a n t  t o  f o l k l o r i s t s .  F o r  i n s t a n c e ,  
t h e r e  a r e  no  i n t e r v i e w s  w i t h  p e r i p h e r a l  members o f  t h e  
c h u r c h ,  n o r  i s  t h e r e  much i n f o r m a t i o n  g i v e n  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  
s o c i a l  b a c k g r o u n d s  o f  t h e  i n f o r m a n t s .  M e t h o d o l o g y  o f  t h e  
i n t e r v i e w  i s  e d i t e d  o u t  as t h e  v i e w e r  r e c e i v e s  o n l y  t h e  
r e s p o n s e s ,  n e v e r  t h e  q u e s t i o n s .  These a r e  c o n c e r n s  t h e  
f i l m  does  n o t  f u l l y  a d d r e s s .  

By s a c r i f i c i n g  d o c u m e n t a r y  d e p t h ,  t h i s  f i l m  becomes 
n o t  a  ~ ~ t e x t b o o k l ~  on P e n t e c o s t a l i s m ,  b u t  r a t h e r  a  s t u d y  
g u i d e ;  i t  p r o v o k e s  i n t e r e s t  i n  and  q u e s t i o n s  a b o u t  P e n t e -  
c o s t a l i s m .  The f i l m  g i v e s  enough  i n f o r m a t i o n  t o  t a n t a l i z e  

t h e  v i e w e r  i n t o  w a n t i n g  t o  know t h e  P e n t e c o s t a l s .  M o r e o v e r ,  
i t  r e a c h e s  a  w i d e r  a u d i e n c e  t h a n  f o l k l o r i s t s  a l o n e .  ~f 

a  d o c u m e n t a r y  c a n n o t  answer  a l l  t h e  q u e s t i o n s  a b o u t  a  s p e c i -  
f i c  g r o u p ,  i t  mus t  s t i m u l a t e  t h e  q u e s t i o n s .  !!Joy Unspeak-  

a b l e "  does  e x a c t l y  t h i s .  
We b e l i e v e  t h i s  f i l m  i s  i m p o r t a n t  f o r  t w o  r e a s o n s :  

i t  p r o m o t e s  f o l k l o r i s t i c  i n t e r e s - t s  t o  a  w i d e  a u d i e n c e ,  and  
i t  f o c u s e s  on f o l k  r e l i g i o n ,  w h i c h  i s  a  l i t t l e  e x a m i n e d  
f i e l d  i n  f o l k l o r i s t i c s .  M o r e o v e r ,  i t  e x c i t e s  an i n t e r e s t  
i n  P e n t e c o s t a l i s m .  P r o b a b l y  n o  h o u r - l o n g  d o c u m e n t a r y  c o u l d  
be  a s  c o m p l e t e  as we s u g g e s t  and  s t i l l  m a i n t a i n  t h e  t e c h -  
n i c a l  p r o f e s s i o n a l i s m  t h a t  g i v e s  t h e  f i l m  s u c h  a  w i d e  
a p p e a l .  We s h o u l d  welcome more f i l m s  l i k e  t h i s  one i n  o u r  
f i e l d .  

NOTES 

1. C l e m e n t s  d e f i n e s  f o l k  r e l i g i o n  as  unofficial r e l i g i o n ,  
t h a t  s y s t e m  o f  b e h a v i o r  e x i s t i n g  a p a r t  f r o m  t h e  power  s t r u c -  
t u r e  i n  a  commun i ty , l l  i n  "The A m e r i c a n  F o l k  C h u r c h  i n  N o r t h -  
e a s t  A rkansas , "  JF I  15 ( 1 9 7 8 ) :  162.  




