
and b l u e g r a s s )  and t h e  c o n t i n u i n g  p e r s o n a l ,  f a m i l i a l ,  and 

community esteem o f  t h e  f i d d l e r ' s  ways. 
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Reviewed by Pau l  T y l e r  

Here i s  y e t  a n o t h e r  a n t h o l o g y  o f  B r i t i s h  B a l l a d s ,  t h e  
l a t e s t  i n  a  p u b l i s h i n g  t r a d i t i o n  t h a t  da tes  back t o  t h e  
appearance i n  1566 o f  A H a n d f u l  o f  P l e a s a n t  D e l i g h t s .  N o t i n g  
t h a t  t h e  " t i d e  o f  i n t e r e s t  has ebbed and f l o w e d  many t imes1 '  
s i n c e  then ,  t h e  e d i t o r  r a i s e s  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  "why, t hen ,  
y e t  ano the r  an tho logy?n  The i m p l i e d  answer i s  t h a t  i n t e r e s t  
i n  b a l l a d s  i s  f l o w i n g  once aga in .  I f  so, t h i s  book c o u l d  

be a  k i n d  of Tea Tab le  M i s c e l l a n y  f o r  t h e  19801s .  
The e d i t o r  c l a i m s  t h a t  t h e  sample o f  b a l l a d s  he has 

b r o u g h t  t o g e t h e r  i s  u n i q u e  i n  two r e s p e c t s ,  when compared 
t o  p r e v i o u s  a n t h o l o g i e s .  I n  t h e  f i r s t  p l a c e ,  he p o i n t s  
o u t  t h a t  he has i n c l u d e d  m a t e r i a l  f r om I r e l a n d ,  Wales, and 
S c o t l a n d ,  as w e l l  as f r o m  England;  second l y ,  t h a t  t h i s  
c o l l e c t i o n  c o n t a i n s  n o t  o n l y  t r a d i t i o n a l  b a l l a d s ,  b u t  a l s o  
b r o a d s i d e  and music h a l l  b a l l a d s ,  and some o f  r e c e n t  com- 
p o s i t i o n .  The f i r s t  c l a i m  p r o v e s  somewhat empty, f o r  t h e  
ba lance  o f  t h e  m a t e r i a l  i n c l u d e d  i s  h e a v i l y  w e i g h t e d  towards  
Eng land  and S c o t l a n d ,  w h i l e  I r e l a n d  i s  r e p r e s e n t e d  by o n l y  
t w e l v e  i t e m s ,  and Wales by o n l y  two. The c l a i m  t o  un ique -  
ness s t a n d s  up b e t t e r ,  f o r  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  goes beyond t h e  
l i t e r a r y  e l i t i s m  o f  e a r l i e r  a n t h o l o g i e s  t o  g i v e  space t o  
a  wide v a r i e t y  o f  t y p e s  o f  n a r r a t i v e  song. Many d i f f e r e n t  
ages and v o i c e s  a r e  r e p r e s e n t e d  he re .  

Connected w i t h  t h e  d i v e r s i t y  found i n  t h i s  a n t h o l o g y  
i s  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  message t h a t  i s  neve r  e x p l i c i t l y  p r o c l a i m e d  
by t h e  e d i t o r .  The book opens w i t h  a  q u o t e  f r o m  t h e  1910 
e d i t i o n  of  t h e  O x f o r d  Book o f  B a l l a d s :  "The b a l l a d  has been 
dead, o r  as good as dead, f o r  two hund red  years . "  Yet 
what f o l l o w s  shows t h e  e r r o r  o f  such t h i n k i n g .  Over h a l f  
of  t h e  t e x t s  and t u n e s  p r i n t e d  had been c o l l e c t e d  i n  t h e  



t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y - - a t  l e a s t  f o r t y  had been c o l l e c t e d  i n  

t h e  l a s t  twen ty  yea rs .  The message conveyed i s  t h a t  n a r r a -  
t i v e  song i s  s t i l l  v i a b l e  and v i t a l ,  though t h e  o l d e r  b a l l a d  

form and s t y l e  c h e r i s h e d  by e a r l i e r  s c h o l a r s  may no l o n g e r  
be as p o p u l a r  as t h e y  once were. 

As ide  f rom q u e s t i o n s  o f  purpose,  t h e  c o n t e n t  of  

Pa lmer ' s  a n t h o l o g y  o f f e r  many t r e a s u r e s  t o  t h o s e  who w i l l  
d i g  t h r o u g h  i t s  pages. A d m i t t e d l y ,  t h e r e  i s  n o t  a  g r e a t  
d e a l  h e r e  t o  a i d  r e a d e r s  who a r e  i n  p u r s u i t  o f  s c h o l a r l y  
o b j e c t i v e s .  The one hund red  t w e n t y - s i x  e n t r i e s  a r e  a r r a n g e d  
by theme i n t o  n i n e  c h a p t e r s ;  e.g., " T a l l  S t o r i e s , "  "The 
Supe rna tu ra l , I 1  "Deeds o f  Da r i ng , "  and 1 lCaut ionary   tale^.^' 
Each t e x t  i s  accompanied by a  t une ,  and i n  a l l  b u t  a  s m a l l  
number o f  cases, t h e  t e x t  and t h e  t u n e  come f r o m  t h e  same 
source.  The l i s t i n g  o f  sou rces  i s  g e n e r a l l y  comple te .  
Headnotes precede each e n t r y ,  b u t  t h e s e  a r e  uneven i n  
q u a l i t y .  A t  t i m e s  t h e  e d i t o r  p r o v i d e s  a  t a n t a l i z i n g  account  
o f  t h e  l i f e  h i s t o r y  o f  a  b a l l a d  o r  g i v e s  some h i n t  o f  t h e  
s o n g ' s  meaning f o r  i t s  a u t h o r  o r  p e r f o r m e r .  F o r  t o o  g r e a t  
a  number o f  e n t r i e s ,  however,  t h e  headnotes  c o n t a i n  o n l y  
a  summary o f  t h e  p l o t  o r  t h e  e d i t o r ' s  p e r s o n a l  i n t e r -  
p r e t a t i o n .  The headnotes  g i v e  t h e  o v e r a l l  i m p r e s s i o n  t h a t  
r e s e a r c h  has been haphazard.  The n o t e s  seem a lmos t  t o  be 
ready-made i n t r o d u c t i o n s  f o r  p e r f o r m i n g  t h e  songs i n  f o l k  
c l u b s .  

A major  weakness i n  t h e  work i s  t h a t  t h e  b a l l a d s  a r e  
p r e s e n t e d  as i s o l a t e d  wholes.  I n  o n l y  one i n s t a n c e  i s  more 
t h a n  a  s i n g l e  v a r i a n t  g i ven .  No c o m p a r a t i v e  n o t e s  o r  
r e f e r e n c e s  a r e  p r o v i d e d .  And u n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  t h e r e  i s  no 
i n f o r m a t i o n  g i v e n  abou t  t h e  i n f o r m a n t s  o t h e r  t h a n  name, 
yea r  o f  b i r t h ,  and hometown o r  coun ty .  S ince  many o f  t h e  
i n f o r m a n t s  a r e  s t i l l  l i v i n g ,  i t  would  c e r t a i n l y  have been 
p o s s i b l e  t o  have g a t h e r e d  more b i o g r a p h i c a l  and i n d i g e n o u s  
e x e g e t i c a l  m a t e r i a l  t h a t  wou ld  g i v e  t h e  r e a d e r  a  c l e a r e r  
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  s o c i a l  and p e r s o n a l  w o r l d  i n  wh i ch  
t h e s e  b a l l a d s  and b a l l a d  s i n g e r s  l i v e .  

I n  c o n c l u s i o n ,  i t  seems t h a t  t h i s  c o l l e c t i o n  i s  q u i t e  
good f o r  t h o s e  who want t o  know a  l i t t l e  b i t ,  b u t  n o t  t o o  
much, about  B r i t i s h  b a l l a d s .  Everyman's Book o f  B r i t i s h  
B a l l a d s  wou ld  be more a t  home on a  c o f f e e  t a b l e  i n  t h e  
l i v i n g  room t h a n  on a  s h e l f  i n  a  s c h o l a r ' s  s t u d y .  


