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Wol fgang S t e i n i t z ,  O s t j a k o l o g i s c h e  A r b e i t e n ,  Band I V .  
B e i t r a g e  zu r  Sp rachw issenscha f t  und E thnog raph ie .  The 

Hague, P a r i s ,  New York,  Mouton P u b l i s h e r s ,  1080. XV, 
493 S. DM 120. ( ~ a n u a  Linguarum, S e r i e s  P r a c t i c a ,  
257). 

Reviewed by F e l i x  J. Oinas 

T h i s  book has two s u b t i t l e s ,  one on t h e  t i t l e  page 
( g i v e n  above) and t h e  o t h e r  on t h e  cove r :  O s t j a k i s c h e  
V o l k s d i c h t u n g  und  E rzZh lungen  aus zwe i  D i a l e k t e n .  B e i t r a g e  

z u r  Sp rachw issenscha f t  und  E t h n o l o g i e .  The second i s  
o b v i o u s l y  a  m is take ,  s i n c e  t h e  volume i s  devo ted  p r i m a r i l y  
(ca .  90 p e r  c e n t )  t o  l i n g u i s t i c s .  There wou ld  h a r d l y  
be any reason  f o r  r e v i e w i n g  i t  i n  a f o l k l o r e  j o u r n a l ,  
d i d  i t  n o t  c o n t a i n  two s i g n i f i c a n t  a r t i c l e s  on to tem ism 
and k i n s h i p  t e rms .  

I n  t h e  s t u d y  o f  to temism,  S t e i n i t z  p roves - - i n  c o n t r a -  
d i s t i n c t i o n  t o  f o rmer  s c h o l a r s - - t h e  p resence  o f  t o tem ism 
i n  Ob-Ugrian (Vogu l  and O s t j a k )  r e l i g i o n .  T h i s  to temism,  
however, i s  o f  a  s p e c i a l  k i n d ,  s i n c e  t h e  t o t e m i s t i c  g e n t i l e  
s p i r i t  can appear b o t h  i n  a n i m a l  and an th ropomorph i c  form; 
i n  t h e  l a t t e r  fo rm,  he f i g h t s  w i t h  a d v e r s a r i e s ,  u n d e r t a k e s  
r i s k y  wooing t r i p s ,  and - -a f t e r  h i s  dea th - - i s  v e n e r a t e d  
by a  r e l i g i o u s  c u l t .  

T h i s  d u a l i t y  i s  accoun ted  f o r  by S t e i n i t z  as t h e  
r e s u l t  o f  t h e  merg ing  of  two t r i b e s ,  t h e  p o r  and t h e  *mafig, 
t h e  f i r s t  o f  wh ich  was on t h e  more p r i m i t i v e ,  t o t e m i s t i c  
l e v e l ,  and t h e  second p o s s e s s i n g  a  d e f i n i t e  a n c e s t o r  o r  
h e r o  c u l t .  From a  p a r t  o f  t h e  more s o u t h e r n  *mafig t r i b e  
o r i g i n a t e d  t h e  Hungar ians  ( c f .  Magyar = mad' [<*mafig] 
+ a r ) .  As S t e i n i t z  admi t s ,  h i s  b a s i c  i d e a s  f o r  t h i s  s t u d y  
d e r i v e  f r o m  V .  Tschernetsov,  a  contemporary  s c h o l a r  of  
t h e  Vogu ls .  

The F i n n o - U g r i c  k i n s h i p  te rms a r e  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by 
age c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  ( s e p a r a t e  te rms f o r  I fyounger  b r o t h e r "  
and " o l d e r  b r o t h e r , "  b u t  none f o r  l l b r o t h e r l f )  and by t h e  
a s s i g n i n g  of  a  v a r i e t y  o f  r e l a t i o n s  t o  t h e  same t e r m  



( O s t j a k  j a j  " o l d e r  b r o t h e r , "  " f a t h e r ' s  younger  b r o t h e r , l f  

"son of  t h e  f a t h e r ' s  o l d e r  b r o t h e r , "  and even " s tep fa the r l f ) .  
S t e i n i t z ,  who l i v e d  among t h e  O s t j a k s  f o r  some t i m e ,  has-- 
a f t e r  K a r j a l a i n e n ,  Harva and o t h e r s  had f a i l e d - - d i s c o v e r e d  

t h e  b a s i s  f o r  t h i s  system. He shows t h a t  each k i n s h i p  
t e rm  i n  O s t j a k  a p p l i e s  t o  a  c l e a r l y  d e f i n e d  g roup  o f  r e l a -  

t i v e s  who a r e  c l a s s i f i e d  as o p p o s i t e s :  male / female ,  o l d e r /  
younger,  r e l a t e d l n o t  r e l a t e d  by p r o c r e a t i o n ,  and d i r e c t l y /  
i n d i r e c t l y  r e l a t e d  by  m a r r i a g e .  H i s  c o n c l u s i o n  i s  t h a t  
"a k i n s h i p  t e r m  i s  a  s o c i a l  d e s i g n a t i o n  wh i ch  combines 
t h e  b i o l o g i c a l  f a c t o r s  i n  t h e  o r d e r  t y p i c a l  f o r  a  g i v e n  
s o c i e t y  and t h u s  r e p r e s e n t s  a  s o c i a l  u n i t . "  

Men t i on  c o u l d  a l s o  be made o f  some o t h e r ,  t hough  
b r i e f  a r t i c l e s  i n  S t e i n i t z l s  c o l l e c t i o n - - o f  t h e  n o t e  abou t  
h u n t e r $ !  t aboo  language, wh ich  be longs  t o  t h e  b o r d e r  a r e a  
between f o l k l o r e  and l i n g u i s t i c s ;  a  p o p u l a r  d i s c u s s i o n  
of t h e  o l d  and new f o l k s o n g s ;  and t h e  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  a  
t a l e  f r o m  C a s t r h n ' s  m a n u s c r i p t  c o l l e c t i o n  ( A T  1535). 

Russ ian  M i n s t r e l s :  A Study  o f  t h e  Skomorokhi. By R u s s e l l  
Zguta.  Pp. 160, i n t r o d u c t i o n ,  i l l u s t r a t i o n s ,  no tes ,  
i n d e x .  P h i l a d e l p h i a :  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  P e n n s y l v a n i a  Press, 
1978. $16.00 c l o t h .  

Reviewed by Dona ld  Kennedy 

I n  a n c i e n t  and med ieva l  R u s s i a  one o f  t h e  s m a l l e r  

s o c i a l  c l a s s e s ,  though p r o b a b l y  n o t  t h e  l e a s t  s i g n i f i c a n t ,  
was t h a t  of  t h e  skomorokh i  ( l o o s e l y  t r a n s l a t e d  as llmin- 
s t r e l s I 1  o r  "buf foonsv) .  These were t r a v e l i n g  e n t e r t a i n e r s  
who p l a y e d  m u s i c a l  i n s t r u m e n t s ,  sang songs r a n g i n g  f r o m  
t h e  e p i c  t o  t h e  bawdy, j u g g l e d ,  p e r f o r m e d  w i t h  t r a i n e d  
bea rs  and dogs, d i d  a c r o b a t i c s ,  and s t a g e d  puppe t  shows. 
F o r  c e n t u r i e s  t h e y  f r e q u e n t e d  f e s t i v a l s ,  weddings, and 
o t h e r  ma jo r  s e c u l a r  c e l e b r a t i o n s  o f  Russ ian  peasan t  l i f e .  

I n  h i s  book, Russ ian  M i n s t r e l s :  A H i s t o r y  of  t h e  
Skomorokhi ,  R u s s e l l  Zgu ta  assembles a  r e s p e c t a b l y  l a r g e  
body o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  on t h e  skomorokh i ,  abou t  who* r e l a -  
t i v e l y  l i t t l e  i s  known w i t h  c e r t a i n t y .  Zgu ta  succeeds i n  
b r i n g i n g  them t o  l i f e  f o r  us and i n  r e v e a l i n g  a  f a s c i n a t i n g  


