
A t h i r d  approach ,  o r i g i n a t e d  by D r .  Dorson,  
h i g h l i g h t e d  f i v e  themes o r  a r e a s  of i n t e r e s t  and 
concern  which seemed l i k e l y  t o  permeate t h e  
e x p r e s s i v e  t r a d i t i o n s  of a l l  t h e  f o l k s  i n  t h e  
Region: cr ime and t h e  r i s i n g  t i d e  of v i o l e n c e ;  
e t h n i c  h e r i t a g e ,  i d e n t i t y ,  and i n t e r a c t i o n ;  b l a c k  
h e r i t a g e ,  i d e n t i t y ,  and i n t e r a c t i o n ;  t h e  l o r e  of 
t h e  s t e e l  m i l l s ;  and t h e  eoncep t  of  "The ~ e ~ i o n "  
i t s e l f .  

These v a r i o u s  approaches  a r e  complementary. 
No one of them p r e c l u d e s  t h e  o t h e r s ,  and a l l  o f  
them t o g e t h e r  combined on t h e  day-to-day f i e l d -  
work of t h e  Gary Gang t o  make up a  methodo log ica l  
whole t h a t  was,  when e v e r y t h i n g  worked r i g h t ,  
g r e a t e r  than  t h e  sum of i t s  p a r t s .  Yet we a l l  
s e n s e d ,  i n  t h e  f i e l d  and a f t e r w a r d s ,  t h a t  many 
o t h e r  v a l i d  s t r a t e g i e s  f u r  urban f o l k l o r e  must 
e x i s t .  Our approaches  were d i c t a t e d  by t h e  
e x e r c i s e  of  o u r  own i n g e n u i t i e s  w i t h i n  t h e  bounds 
of o u r  d i s c i p l i n e ' s  t r a d i t i o n s ,  and w h i l e  we were 
s u c c e s s f u l  i n  many ways, we l e a r n e d  t h a t  t h e  
f o l k l o r e  0 r t h e  c i t y  i s  complex enough t o  overwhelm 
any f i e l d w o r k e r  and o u t r u n  any p a r t i c u l a r  body o f  
t h e o r y  o r  method b rough t  t o  b e a r  on i t .  

My own approach began w i t h  such q u e s t i o n s  a s :  
Are t h e r e  peop le  i n  t h e  c i t y  f o r  whome e t h n i c i t y  
is un impor tan t?  How can a  f o l k l o r i s t  f i n d  thcm? 
~ h a t i e n r e s  of e x p r e s s i o n  a r e  most i m p o r t a n t  among 
such "non-ethnics"? Which p rocedures  and f i e l d  
methods can be used t o  answer such q u e s t i o n s ?  And 
can a l l  t h e  d i s c o v e r a b l e  answers be l i n k e d  t o g e t h e r  
i n t o  a l o g i c a l  f i e l d w o r k  approach t h a t  w i l l  work 
a g r e e a b l y  w e l l  i n  t h e  c i t y ?  

The answer t o  t h e  l a s t  q u e s t i o n  i s  a  q u a l i f i e d  
"yes";  t h e  remainder  of t h i s  paper  i s  a  p e r s o n a l  
e x p l a n a t i o n  of  t h e  way i n  which t h e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  
and problems of t h e  urban f i e l d w o r k  e x p e r i e n c e  
a c t u a l l y  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  my s e a r c h  f o r  a n  approach ,  
through t h e  mechanism t h a t  Adrienne Seward named 
" f i e l d  shock,"  presumably i n  an  analogy t o  
" c u l t u r e  shock."  F i e l d  shock--the p a r t i c u l a r s  of  
my own c a s e  a r e  r e v e a l e d  below--is a  p r o c e s s  and a n  



e f f e c t  through which a n  i n d i v i d u a l  i s  f i r s t  over-  
whelmed by ,  and t h e n  comes t o  g r i p s  w i t h , : ~ h e  demands of 
f u l l - t i m e  f i e l d w o r k .  The urban f i e l d  seems p a r t i c u l a r l y  
p rone  t o  p roduc ing  f i e l d  shock ,  i n  p a r t  because  o f  t h e  
c i t y ' s  long-s t and ing  r e p u t a t i o n  a s  a  p l a c e  o f  a l i e n a -  
t i o n ,  and i n  p a r t  because  o f  my i n i t i a l  w i l l i n g n e s s  t o  
a c c e p t  u n r e s e r v e d l y  t h a t  r e p u t a t i o n .  The u l t i m a t e  
f i n d i n g s  o f  t h e  Gary Gang must i n c l u d e  a  r e j e c t i o n  of 
t h e  n o t i o n s  t ! l < r  t urban l i f e  is s u p e r f i c i a l ,  ancmymous , 
and t r a n s i t o r y .  F i e l d  shock a r i s e s  when a  f i e l d w o r k e r  
approaches  t h e  c i t y  e x p e c t i n g  t h a t  c i t y - d w e l l e r s  l i v e  
w i t h i n  a  s o c i a l  mosaic ,  t r o u b l e d  by anomie,  . e n n u i ,  and 
overly-segmented r o l e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s ,  a s  we have been 
t a u g h t .  Urban l i f e  i s  e x p e r i e n t i a l l y  a s  w e l l - i n t e g r a t e d  
a s  r u r a l  l i f e ,  f o r  a n  e n c u l t u r a t e d  u rban-dwel l e r ;  f o r  
a  f o l k l o r i s t  coming i n t o  t h e  Region,  b u t  n o t  y e t  
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  i t  i n  a meaningful  e x p e r i e n t i a l  way 
h i m s e l f ,  p e r s o n a l  d i f f i c u l t i e s  may be  i n e v i t a b l e .  The 
p r e c i s e  n a t u r e  of  t h o s e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  w i l l  depend,  of  
c o u r s e ,  on t h e  f i e l d w o r k  i n t e n t i o n s  of t h e  f o l k l o r i s t .  

My o r i g i n a l  mandates f o r  work i n  t h e  Region seemed 
s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d  and s i m p l e :  t o  document and s t u d y  some 
music ian?  i n  t h e  a r e a .  I wanted t c  i n t e r v i e w  some 
peop le  who had m i g r a t e d  i n t o  t h e  Calumet Region f r o n  
t h e  South .  I wanted t o  a s k  and answer t h e  same t y p e s  
o f  q u e s t i o n s  abou t  " h i l 1 b i l l i e s " i n  t h e  Region a s  
t h o s e  b e i n g  r e s e a r c h e d  by my Gary Gang c o l l e a g u e s  
among b l a c k s ,  C r o a t i a n s ,  L a t i n o s ,  and L i t h u a n i a n s :  
What s o r t s  o f  t ies  do they  m a i n t a i n  w i t h  t h e i r  p l a c e s  
o f  o r i g i n ?  Which t r a d i t i o n s  and i n s t i t u t i o n s  h e l p  
p r o v i d e  them w i t h  e s o t e r i c  s o l i d a r i t y  i n  t h e  c i t y ?  
How a r e  t h e  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  e x o t e r i c a l l y ?  

I a l s o  wanted t o  t a k e  a  good many p i c t u r e s  o f  
various s o r t s  of scenes i n  t h ~  Region.  My purpose  
was t o  produce  a pho tograph ic  r e p o r t  on t h e  t a n g i b l e ,  
v i s i b l e  env i ronments ,  c u l t u r a l  and n a t u r a l  a l i k e ,  t h a t  
formed t h e  a g g r e g a t e  s e t t i n g  f o r  t r a d i t i o n s  of a l l  
t y p e s  i n  t h e  Region i n  t h e  summer of 1976. I n  o r d e r  
t o  accompl ish  t h i s  t a s k ,  even c u r s o r i l y ,  I ended up 
t a k i n g ,  d e v e l o p i n g ,  and mounting o v e r  f i v e  hundred 
35mm s l i d e s .  These were added t o  t h e  growing 
mountain o f  "Region" m a t e r i a l s  produced by t h e  f i e l d  
a c t i v i t i e s  of  t h e  Gary Gang. 



The g o a l s  above seemed r e a s o n a b l e  and p r o p e r  
ones  f o r  a  f o l k l o r i s t  about  t o  v e n t u r e  i n t o  t h e  
c i t y ,  and I expec ted  t o  proceed wi th  my work i n  
a  manner l i t t l e  d i f f e r e n t  from t h a t  of  my p r e v i o u s  
f i e l d w o r k  i n  r u r a l  NewYork and Ind iana .  But t h e  
work d i d  n o t  proceed ve ry  smoothly a t  f i r s t ,  and 
some of t h e  o b s t a c l e s  I encoun te red  seemed t o  
a f f e c t  o t h e r  Gary Gang f i e l d w o r k e r s  a s  w e l l .  

Mechanical  problems,  t o  beg in  w i t h ,  p r e s e n t e d  
themselves  i n  t h e  f i e l d  i n  what seemed l i k e  a n  
e s c a l a t i n g  p a t t e r n  of t e c h n o l o g i c a l  r e b e l l i o n .  
C o l l e c t i v e l y  we b roke  t a p e  r e c o r d e r s ,  cameras ,  and 
o u r  two v i d e o t a p e  u n i t s  i n  a  v a r i e t y  of i n t e r e s t i n g  
and expens ive  ways. Over a  hundred s l i d e s  of  mine 
were s e v e r e l y  damaged by an unannounced change i n  
t h e  m a n u f a c t u r e r ' s  formula  f o r  t h e  development 
chemis t ry .  D r .  Dorson ach ieved  a  s p e c i a l l y  
i n t e n s e  b u t  s h o r t - l i v e d  n o t o r i e t y  i n  t h e  Gary 
Gang when he  dropped t h e  p r o j e c t ' s  Nikkorex 
camera,  p u t t i n g  i t  o u t  of commission f o r  n e a r l y  
t h r e e  weeks. Richard  March and I conducted a  
f a s c i n a t i n g  round of s h o r t  i n t e r v i e w s ,  u s i n g  a  
v i d e o t a p e  r e c o r d e r  on t h e  s t r e e t s  of downtown 
Gary,  o n l y  t o  f i n d  t h a t  t h e  wind n o i s e  p icked  up 
by o u r  u n p r o t e c t e d  microphone made t h e  sound t r a c k  
a l l  b u t  u n i n t e l l i g i b l e .  During one o v e r l a p p i n g  
p e r i o d  i n  t h e  Region,  John Hasse and I s p e n t  more 
t ime t r y i n g  t o  g e t  emergency r e p a i r s  and s p e c i a l  
c o n n e c t o r s  f o r  t h e  t a p e  and v i d e o t a p e  r e c o r d e r s  
than  i n  t h e  o b s e r v a t i o n  of mus ica l  performances  
and t h e  i n t e r v i e w i n g  of mus ic ians  and s i n g e r s .  

Nor d i d  mechanical  problems appear  i n  
connec t ion  on ly  w i t h  t h e  Gary Gang's own equip-  
ment;  the :e lephone  s w i t c h b o a r d  at one o f  the 
mote l s  we used proved t o  be  a  l a t e  Stone Age 
model, g iven  t o  u n e x p l a i n a b l e  and i n c u r a b l e  f i t s  
d u r i n g  which i t  would randomly d i s c o n n e c t  c a l l e r s  
and l i s t e n e r s ,  o r  p r o v i d e  a l l  u s e r s  w i t h  a n  
a b s t r a c t  c o n c e r t  of c l i c k s ,  buzzes ,  and t w e e t s .  
To compound o u r  d i f f i c u l t i e s ,  t h j s  p a r t i c u l a r  
swi tchboard  was manned by t h e  mote l  s t a f f  on ly  
s p o r a d i c a l l y ,  and o n l y  between t h e  hours  of 
j0  A . M .  and 4 P.M. 



These  s o r t s  of  "nu t s - and-bo l t s "  p rob lems ,  t r i v i a l  
and humorous as the )  seem a f t e r  more t h a n  a y e a r ' s  
t i m e ,  n o n e t h e l e s s  e r o d e d  my own e f f i c i e n c y  and mora l e  
and  t h a t  o f  my c o l l e a g u e s  w h i l e  we were i n  t h e  f i e l d .  
But  t e c h n i c a l  d i f f i c u l t i e s  o f  one  form o r  a n o t h e r  
compr i se  o n l y  a  s m a l l  p a r t  o f  t h e  r a n g e  o f  p o t e n t i a l l y  
p r o b l e m a t i c  f i e l d  e x p e r i e n c e s  t h a t  can  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  
f i e l d  shock .  A much more s e r i o u s  s e t  o f  problems 
arises f rom t h e  t y p e s  o f  t r u n c a t e d  i n t e r p e r s o n a l  
r e l a t i o n s  t h a t  n e c e s s a r i l y  seem t o  o b t a i n  i n  t h e  f i e l d ,  
n o t  o n l y  among i n f o r m a n t s  b u t  a l s o  among t h e  f i e l d -  
w o r k e r s  and be tween a  f i e l d w o r k e r  and t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  
h e  mee t s .  

F i e l d  shock  may be  a  p r e d i c t a b l e  and f o r s e e a b l e  
e x p e r i e n c e  f o r  any  f o l k l o r i s t  working  i n  a  
c u l t u r a l  s e t t i n g  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  d i f f e r e n t  f rom h i s  own. 
I ts  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  symptoms i n c l u d e  t h e  f e e l i n g s  o f  
v u l n e r a b i l i t y  t o  t h e  p e r s o n a l  and e m o t i o n a l  demands o f  
i n f o r m a n t s ,  o f  b e i n g  overwhelmed by t h e  e t h n o g r a p h i c  
t a s k  u n d e r t a k e n ,  o f  t h e  c o n v i c t i o n  t h a t  t h e  methods 
c h o s e n ,  t h e  d a t a  b e i n g  g a t h e r e d ,  and t h e  c o n t a c t s  
b e i n g  made a r e  a l l  wrong: t o o  many, t o o  s h a l l o w ,  t o o  
few, t o o  s u p e r f i c i a l ,  t o o  c o n f u s e d .  The f i e l d w o r k e r  
may b e g i n  t o  see h i m s e l f  and  h i s  i n i t i a l  h y p o t h e s e s  a s  
who l ly  i n a d e q u a t e ,  i n c a p a b l e  of  a c h i e v i n g  h i s  g o a l s  
and u n a b l e  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  r e l e v a n c e  of  a l l  t h e  
q u e s t i o n s  t h a t  were  s o  g l i b l y  a s k e d  i n  t h e  l i b r a r y  
b e f o r e  t h e  f i e l d w o r k  began.  

F i e l d  shock  came q u i c k l y  and c o n v i n c i n g l y  i n  my 
c a s e .  I l aunched  o f f  on my f i r s t  days  i n  t h e  f i e l d  t o  
make t h e  a b o r t i v e  v i d e o t a p e  a l r e a d y  a l l u d e d  t o ,  and 
managed t o  s e t  up an  appo in tmen t  w i t h  a  r e l a t i v e l y  
u n r e c o n s t r u c t e d  S o u t h e r n e r  and se l f -named " h i l l b i l l y "  
named Luke B a t e s .  S i m u l t a n e o u s l y  I began t o  h a u n t  a  
b a r  i n  W e s s v i l l e ,  one  o f  t h e  m a j o r  s u b r e g i o n s  o f  
Hammond. The t a v e r n ,  c a l l e d  "The P i o n e e r  Tap,"  had 
been  s u g g e s t e d  t o  me a s  a l i k e l y  p l a c e  t o  meet 
" h i l l e r s "  who worked a t  t h e  m i l l s  and whooped i t  up 
a t  t h e  b a r  i n  t h e  e v e n i n g s .  I f o l l o w e d  many o t h e r  
l e a d s  as w e l l ;  f o r  example ,  I hun ted  up a n  o l d  
a c q u a i n t a n c e  named C r a i g  J o n e s ,  now l i v i n g  i n  Crown 
P o i n t ,  who set up a  s e s s i o n  d u r i n g  which h i s  f r i e n d s  
and co-workers  d e s c r i b e d  and c h a r a c t e r i z e d  t h e  
v a r i o u s  c i t i e s  and towns t h a t  c o l l e c t i v e l y  make up 
t h e  Region.  



These  v a r i o u s  m e e t i n g s ,  i n t e r v i e w s ,  and  
o b s e r v a t i o n s  proved e x c i t i n g  and i n t e r e s t i n g ,  and  
a lways  v a l u a b l e  i n d i c a t i o n s  of  t h e  u n i v e r s a l i t y  
and  u b i q u i t o u s n e s s  o f  f o l k  t r a d i t i o n s .  Luke 
B a t e s  r e l a t e d  h i s  l i f e  s t o r y  t o  m e  i n  tl-e l i v i n g  
room of h i s  home i n  H o b a r t ,  a d r o i t l y  r e e l i n g  o f f  
t h e  a d v e n t u r e s  o f  h i s  y o u t h  i n  Alabama and 
c h r o n i c l i n g  h i s  l i f e  i n  t h e  F.egion as a n  
i n - m i g r a t i n g  S o u t h e r n e r .  My c o n v e r s a t i o n s  w i t h  
f e l l o w  d r i n k e r s  a t  t h e  P i o n e e r  Tap c o u l d  o n l y  b e  
p r e s e r v e d  i n  t h e  form o f  n o t e s  made a f t e r  e a c h  
v i s i t ;  n o t e - t a k i n g  w h i l e  i n  t h e  b a r  a r o u s e d  
s u s p i c i o n  and h o s t i l i t y ,  and t a p e - r e c o r d i n g  was 
i m p o s s i b l e  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  loud  v o i c e s  o f  
l o q u a c i o u s  i n d u s t r i a l  w o r k e r s  and t h e  even  l o u d e r  
n u s i c  o f  "The Labor Gang," t h e  b a r ' s  r e s i d e n t  
coun t ry - rock  band.  The c o n v e r s a t i o n s  t h e m s e l v e s  
seemed t o  r e v o l v e  a round  i n c i d e n t s  t h a t  w e r e ,  i n  
p r i n c i p l e ,  m o t i f a b l e ,  i n c l u d i n g  some of  t h o s e  
r e c u r r e n t  themes p o s t u l a t e d  by D r .  Dorson,  "cr ime"  
and " t h e  m i l l s "  i n  p a r t i c u l a r .  I t a l k e d  a b o u t  
music and t r i e d  t o  e s t a b l i s h  c l o s e r  t ies  t o  C a l v i n  
B e l t ,  s t a r  i n s t r u m e n t a l i s t  o f  The Labor Gang a n d  
a  S o u t h e r n e r  l i k e  Luke B a t e s .  B e l t  p l a y e d  t h e  
u n l i k e l y  combina t ion  o f  e l e c t r i f i e d  f i d d l e  and  
e l e c t r i c  o r g a n  f o r  h i s  b a n d ,  and though h e  t s l k e d  
b r i e f l y  a b o u t  t h e  band,  h e  remained somehow 
d i s t a n t  and  u n i n t e r e s t e d  i n  me and my q u e s t i o n s .  

C a l v i n  B e l t ' s  r e a s t i o n  t o  me--or r a t h e r  h i s  
n o n - r e a c t i o n  t o  me a s  a  f o l k l o r i s t - - s e n t  m e  o f f  -- 
i n t o  t h e  f i r s t  t h r o e s  o f  f i e l d  shock .  I f e l t  
t h a t  t h e  problem l a y  i n  t h e  s h a l l o w n e s s  o f  t h e  
r e l a t i o n s h i p  be tween me and t h e  p e o p l e  I had been  
mee t ing .  Even when b r i e f  e n c o u n t e r s  and c f t e r -  
noon i n t e r v i e w s  were  p r o d u c t i v e ,  a s  w i t h  Luke 
B a t e s  and C r a i g  J o n e s ,  t h e r e  seemed t o  b e  some- 
t h i n g  l a c k i n g  a b o u t  i t  a l l .  I f e l t  r e j e c t e d  and 
r e b u f f e d  by t h e  p e o p l e  I was t h e r e  t o  s t u d y ,  
t h e  p e o p l e  I k e p t  r u n n i n g  i n t o  by t h e  hundreds  
( o r  s o  i t  seemed) i n  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  a day .  I 
began t o  f e e l  t h a t  my g o a l s  were  n o t  s o  s t r a i g h t -  
f o r w a r d ,  and were  n o t  g o i n g  t o  be e a s i l y  me t .  

My a l t e r n a t e  p r o j e c t - - t a k i n g  s l i d e s  o f  t h e  
Region t o  r e c o r d  what  i t  l o o k s  l i k e  p h y s i c a l l y  



and s y m b o l i c a l l y  t o  t h e  p e o p l e  who move i n  and  t h r o u g h  
it--became my r e f u g e  from t h e  u p s e t t i n g  and c o n f u s i n g  
w o r l d  o f  real  p e o p l e ,  even  though I knew t h e  env i ronmen t  
was s e c o n d a r y  and t h a t  I was t h e r e  t o  meet and  s t u d y  
t h e  p e o p l e .  I a t t e m p t e d  t o  move th rough  t h e  Region by  
c a r ,  t a k i n g  e x t e n d e d  "photo  t o u r s :  down t h e  main l i n e s  
o f  t r a v e l :  Broadway Avenue f rom Gary t o  M e r r i l l v i l l e ,  
Ridge  Road west from Glen  P a r k ,  I n d u s t r i a l  Highway 912 
f rom t h e  I l l i n o i s  s t a t e  l i n e  t o  i t s  t e r m i n u s  i n  E a s t  
Chicago.  I found i n  t h e s e  p l a c e s  images t h a t  h i n t e d  a t  
t h e  same themes and c o n c e p t s  o u r  i n f o r m a n t s  b r o u g h t  
i n t o  t h e i r  o r d i n a r y  c o n v e r s a t i o n s  i n  ways t h a t  seemed 
o b l i q u e  and corafusing t o  m e ,  t h e  o u t s i d e r .  The s t e r e o -  
t y p e d  v iew I w a s  g i v e n  o f  " t h e  t y p i c a l  h i l l b i l l y ' s  
house  i n  New Chicagor ' - - i t  a lways  h a s  a  c a r  o r  two up 
o n  b l o c k s  i n  t h e  f r o n t  yard--proved t o  b e  r e a l  enough 
t o  b e  pho tog raphed .  The s i g n s  i n  downtown Gary s t o r e  
windows a d v e r t i s i n g  guns ,  chemica l  mace, and o t h e r  
" p o l i c e  equ ipmen t"  ? r o v i d e d  a  c o n v i n c i n g  view o f  t h e  
impac t  o f  c r i m e  on t h e  mass u r b a n  c o n s c i o u s n e s s .  
M i l l s  and  s h o p p i n g  c e n t e r s ,  p e o p l e  a t  p a r a d e s  and 
r e s i d e n t i a l  s t r e e t  s c e n e s ,  b r i d g e s  and  r o a d s  and 
r a i l r o a d  tracks,.:nd s lums  and f a rms  and mans ions ,  
c h u r c h e s  and r e f i n e r i e s  and s h o p s ,  a l l  t h e s e  t y p e s  o f  
s e t t i n g s  I pho tog raphed  and n o t e d ;  and a l l  t h e  w h i l e  1 
was working  mysel f  d e e p e r  and  d e e p e r  i n t o  a  s t a t e  o f  
c o n f u s i o n  and d e p r e s s i o n  o v e r  my l a c k  o f  a b i l i t y  t o  
cope  w i t h  a l l  I was s e e i n g .  Each new day began w i t h  
t h o u g h t s  o f  bewi lderment  o v e r  what  I had s e e n  t h e  day  
b e f o r e .  Each day I i n t e n d e d  t o g  rt o u t  t h e r e  and 
r e a l l y  make t h e  c o n t a c t s  I needed ,  a n  i n t e n t i o n  t h a t  
was t o o  q u i c k l y  m o d i f i e d  t o  a  s i m p l e r  w i s h ,  f o r  a  
u s e f u l  se t  of  p h o t o g r a p h s  t h a t  would s p e a k  
e l o q u e n t l y  a b o u t  t h e  Region ,  as I c o u l d  n o t .  Each 
n i g h t  ended with c o n f u s i o n  over what I had s e e n ,  
a n g e r  a t  t h e  a l o o f n e s s  and a l i e n a t i o n  of  t h e  R e g i o n i t e s ,  
annoyance  w i t h  mysel f  f o r  my own i n e p t n e s s  as a  f i e l d -  
w o r k e r ,  and t h o u g h t s  a b o u t  t h e  f u t i l i t y  and nebu lous -  
n e s s  o f  t h e  e n t i r e  p r o j e c t .  I k e p t  t r y i n g ,  i n  v a i n ,  t o  
u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  Region  b e t t e r ,  b u t  my e f f o r t s  were  
b l o c k e d  by my own s t e r e o t y p e ? .  v iew of  t h e  c i t y  a s  a  
p l a c e  i n  which p e o p l e  remain  a l o o f  and u n f r i e n d l y .  I t  
may w e l l  b e  t h a t  f i e l d  s h o c k ,  i n  a n ?  of  i t s e l f ,  i s  n o t  
dependen t  on t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  f i e l d ,  b u t  my a c q u i r e d  



m i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  c i t y  p r e c l u d e d  any  e a s y  
way o u t  o f  my e m o t i o n a l  do ld rums .  

I t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  remember and  r e c o n s t r u c t  
t h e  low p o i n t  of  my p e r i o d  o f  f i e l d  s h o c k ,  b u t  
u n q u e s t i o n a b l y  i t s  end came when I g o t  a round  t o  
i n t e r v i e w i n g  a young r e s i d e n t  o f  Hammond who had  
grown up i n  E a s t  Chicago.  George S c o t t  and  I had  
i n i t i a  l l y  met on t h e  5 t h  o f  J u l y  a t  t h e  B i c e n t e n n i a l  
Firewot-ks and f e s t i v i t i e s  h e l d  a t  t h e  R o o s e v e l t  High 
Schoo l  f i e l d  i n  E a s t  Ch icago .  He welcomed my 
i n t e r e s t  when I f i r s t  t a l k e d  t o  him, a s  h e  s e t  up 
l i g h t s  f o r  t h e  r o c k  band h e  worked w i t h .  He s a i d  
h e ' d  be happy t o  t a l k  more w i t h  m e ,  and  moreover  
a g r e e d  t o  g i v e  me a  t o u r  of  h i s  ne ighborhood  i n  
E a s t  Ch icago ,  d u r i n g  which h e  would t r y  t c  p o i n t  o u t  
f o r  my camera a l l  t h e  p l a c e s  o f  e i t h e r  p e r s o n a l  o r  
community s i g n i f i c a n c e .  I a c t u a l l y  made s e v e r a l  
p h o t o  t o u r s  w i t h  George S c o t t ,  and came t o  s p e n d  a 
f a i r  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  my r e m a i n i n g  f i e l d  t i m e  w i t h  
him and  t h e  r o c k  band .  The g roup  was c a l l e d  
"Shank, Shank,  and T o o t s i e , "  a  name t h e y  had  
w h i m s i c a l l y  p i c k e d  a s  " t h e  name o f  t h e  law f i r m  
you 'd  l e a s t  l i k e  t o  f i n d  r e p r e s e n t i n g  you i f  you 
g o t  b u s t e d . "  George and  h i s  b r o t h e r  Mike h e l d  
down s t e a d y  j o b s  a t  t h e  m i l l s  and  a l s o  r a n  t h e  
c o m p l i c a t e d  s y s t e m  of  l i g h t s  u sed  by t h e  band .  A s  
George and  Mike t o o k  me t h r o u g h  t h e i r  o l d  n e i g h b o r -  
hood,  we s e r v e d  a s  mu tua l  g u i d e s .  I e x p l a i n e d  t o  
them what f o l k l o r e  was,  what  k i n d s  o f  t h i n g s  
t r a d i t i o n s  a r e  i n  g e n e r a l ,  and t o l d  them a b o u t  my 
own r e c o l l e c t i o n s  of s i g n i f i c a n t  p e o p l e ,  h a n g o u t s ,  
and  h a p p e n i n g s  i n  Sou th  S h o r e ,  t h e  community i n  
Chicago where  I had grown up .  Through t h e s e  
c o n v e r s a t i o n s  we d i s c o v e r e d  r u t u a l  s i m i l a r i t i e s  
and d i f f e r e n c e s ;  t h e  p a t t e r n s  o f  o u r  t a l k  
s u g g e s t e d  new l i n e s  o f  c o n v e r s a t i o n  and  prompted  
George and  Mike S c o t t  t o  t e l l  me what  t o  make 
s p e c i a l  n o t e  o f  i n  t h e i r  community. We a l l  had  o u r  
s t o r i e s  t o  t e l l :  o f  t h e  r o u t e s  t r a d i t i o n a l l y  
t a k e n  w h i l e  o u t  f o r  a n  e v e n i n g ' s  " c r u i s e "  l o o k i n g  
f o r  g i r l s ,  p a r t i e s ,  o r  o t h e r  " a c t i o n " ;  o f  t h e  
c h a r a c t e r s  we knew and r e c o g n i z e d  i n  o u r  own 
n e i g h b o r h o o d s ;  and o f  t h e  games we p l a y e d  and  t h e  



persona l i ty - fo rming  e v e n t s  we a l l  exper ienced  i n  u rban  
s e t t i n g s .  Sometimes o u r  knowledge and l o r e  o v e r l a p p e d ;  
f o r  example, George and I b o t h  dimly remembered t h e  
g r e a t  Whiting o i l  f i r e  of t h e  e a r l y  1950s,  which s e n t  
up a  column of f lames and smoke v i s i b l e  n i g h t  and day 
from my home i n  Chicago a s  w e l l  a s  from h i s  i n  E a s t  
Chicago. There were a l s o  a r e a s  w i t h  no p a r a l l e l s :  
t a l k  of t h e  Whiting o i l  f i r e  prompted George t o  mention 
t h e  "Northern L i g h t s , "  by which he  meant t h e  glow 
v i s i b l e  f o r  mi les  a l o n g  t h e  hor izon  when l a r g e  
q u a n t i t i e s  o f  molten s l a g  a r e  dumped by s p e c i a l  t r a i n s  
from t h e  s t e e l  m i l l s .  I knew t h e  s i g h t  of the glowing 
h o r i z o n  from my youth i n  South Shore,  b u t  t h e  t e rm 
"Northern L igh t s"  was unknown t o  me, n o r  would i t  have 
made s e n s e ,  s i n c e  t h e  m i l l s  l i e  s o u t h e a s t  of my o l d  
home, b ~ t  t o  t h e  n o r t h  of a lmost  every  p l a c e  i n  t h e  
RE g ion  . 

The t e x t s  of my c o n v e r s a t i o n s  wi th  t h e  S c o t t  
b r o t h e r s  a r e  impor tan t  and f a s c i n a t i n g  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o  
t h e  Gary Gang's d a t a  b a s e ,  b u t  t h e  f i e ldwork  e x p e r i e n c e  
t h a t  produced tham was even more impor tan t  f o r  me 
p e r s o n a l l y .  The approach which I developed w i t h  George 
S c o t t  was n o t  preplanned a s  an  e t h n i c ,  g e n e r i c ,  o r  
themat ic  one;  r a t h e r ,  i t  grew a lmos t  spon taneous ly  
as I s l o w l y  developed a  f i e ldwork  phi losophy t h a t  was 
r e l a t i v i s t i c ,  i n t e n s e l y  p e r s o n a l ,  and i n t e n t i o n a l l y  
emic. My own r e a c t i o n s  t o  t h e  s i z e  and d i v e r s i t y  o f  
t h e  urban f i e l d ,  a s  I saw i t ,  r e q u i r e d  t h a t  my 
involvements  w i t h  in formants  n o t  be t o o  s u p e r f i c i a l ,  
t o o  b r i e f ,  o r  t o o  fc rmal .  

George S c o t t  n o t  on ly  s u i t e d  my own d e s i r e  t o  
meet someone who d i d  n o t  o v e r t l y  p r e s e n t  h i s  i d e n t i t y  
i n  e t h n i c  terms,  b u t  a l s o  h e  was t h e  f i r s t  pe r son  t o  
do s o  who a c c e p t e d  me i n  t h e  i n t a n g i b l e  ways t h a t  p u t  
one a t  e a s e  and ,  u l t i m a t e l y ,  l e a d  t o  r e a l  r a p p o r t .  We 
r a p i d l y  became comfor tab le  w i t h o  ne  a n o t h e r  i n  con- 
v e r s a t i o n ;  h e  s e t  about  t h e  d e e c r i p t i o n  of h i s  p a s t  and 
p r c s e n t  l i f e  i n  a  way t h a t  seemed t o  b r i n g  me i n t o  t h e  
f o l k ,  t h a t  made me a  p a r t  o f  h i s n  etwork of f r i e n d s .  
My confus ion  began t o  ebb.  Fieldwork,  f i r s t  w i t h  t h e  
S c o t t  b r o t h e r s ,  and l a t e r  w i t h  o t h e r s ,  became more 
s a t i s f y i n g  and p r o d u c t i v e  and I overcame t h e  g u l f  
between myself and my in formants .  I l o s t  t h e  f e e l i n g  



t h a t  "they" a r e  unaccountably  and i n e s c a p a b l y  
d i f f e r e n t ,  and t h e  a n g e r  and f r u s t r a t i o n  t h a t  a r o s e  
from my b e i n g  a n  a l i e n a t e d  o u t s i d e r  s l o w l y  
d i s s i p a t e d .  The f e e l i n g s  of d e s p a i r  l e f t  m e  a s  I 
was a s s i m i l a t e d ,  a s  I became more a b l e  t o  r e l a t e  
q u i c k l y  t o  George 's  s t o r i e s  abou t  h i m s e l f ,  h i s  
n e i g h b o r s ,  and h i s  f r i e n d s ,  and a s  I began t o  
respond t o  them w i t h  s i m i l a r  ones  of  my own. 

The recommendations t h a t  emerge from my f i e l d -  
work and f i e l d  shock e x p e r i e n c e s  must be  a d j u s t e d  by 
each  f i e l d w o r k e r ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  p e r s o n a l i t y ,  
i n t e n t i o n s ,  and s t y l e .  But it seems c l e a r  t h a t  one  
ought  t o  s e e k  o u t  and encourage a t  l e a s t  one  
in fo rmant  who, by t h e  end of t h e  f i e l d w o r k  p e r i o d ,  
a c c e p t s  t h e  f o l k l o r i s t  a s  a  f r i e n d  and who under- 
s t a n d s  h i s  new f r i e n d  t o  be a  f o l k l o r i s t .  I f  f i e l d  
shock i s ,  a t  l e a s t  i n  p a r t ,  a  r e a c t i o n  t o  super -  
f i c i a l i t y ,  t h e n  i t  can be o b v i a t e d  o n l y  by an 
approach t h a t  p r e v e n t s  a  s u p e r f i c i a l  view from 
b e i n g  a c c e p t e d  t o o  e a s i l y .  Such a n  approach 
demands t h a t  t h e  f o l k l o r i s t  c e a s e  a b s o l u t e l y  t o  
b e l i e v e  i n  any fundamental  and i r r e m e d i a b l e  d i f f e r -  
ences  between h imse l f  and " t h e  f o l k . "  A t  t h e  same 
t ime,  t h e  f i e l d w o r k e r  can s t r i v e  f o r  a n a l y t i c a l l y  
h e l p f u l  o b j e c t i v i t y  by i n c l u d i n g  i n  h i s  n o t e s  t h e  
d e t a i l s  of h i s  own f e e l i n g s  of  f r u s t r a t i o n  and 
f i e l d  shock,  a s  w e l l  a s  a  c o n t i n u i n g  assessment  of  
t h e  human r e l a t i o n s h i p s  t h a t  grow more p e r s o n a l  w i t h  
each p a s s i n g  day.  The f o l k l o r i s t  cannot  p r e s e n t  him- 
s e l f  a s  a  de tached  i n t e r v i e w e r  i n t e r e s t e d  on ly  i n  
runn ing  a  t a p e  r e c o r d e r  and d i r e c t i n g  t h e  c o u r s e  of 
i n q u i s i t o r i a l  c o n v e r s a t i o n s .  To move mean ingfu l ly  
i n t o  someone e l s e ' s  s o c i a l  network i t  i s  e s s e n t i a l  
t o  spend a  good d e a l  of  t ime  i n  ways t h a t  sometimes 
seem f a r  removed from what w e  u s u a l l y  t h i n k  of a s  
a c t i v e  f i e l d w o r k .  To. engage i n  f i e l d w o r k  su rvey  
a c t i v i t i e s  a l l  t h e  t ime  i n  a n  u n f a m i l i a r  o r  
t h r e a t e n i n g  p l a c e  (which t h e  Calumet Region s u r e l y  
was a t  t i m e s )  can v i r t u a l l y  g u a r a n t e e  b o t h  t h e  
p h y s i c a l  e x h a u s t i o n  o f  t h e  f i e l d w o r k e r  and t h e  even  
more c r i p p l i n g  and d e m o r a l i z i n g  e f f e c t s  of f i e l d  
shock a t  i t s  w o r s t .  



The f o l k l o r i s t ,  i n  s h o r t ,  can avoid  o r  minimize 
f i e l d  shock t o  t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t  h e  can develop f r i e n d s  
w i t h i n  t h e  f i e l d  a r e a .  For  a  t ime,  t h e  ~ p e c i f i c a l l y  
f o l k l o r i s t i c  l i n e  of i n q c i r y  may be  l e f t  t o  i t s e l f ;  i t  
i n e v i t a b l y  re?-ppears as t h e  n a t u r a l  course  of a d j u s t -  
ment a ~ . d  s o c i a l  l e a r n i n g  i n  new human networks  i s  
fol lowed.  A t  t h e  same t ime ,  a  s o l i d  and h o l i s t i c  b a s e  
f o r  ve ry  s p e c i f i c  and h i g h l y  d i r e c t e d  f o l k l o r i c  
i n q u i r y  i s  e s t a b l i s h e d .  The f o l k l o r i s t  who is a c c e p t e d  
as p a r t  of a s m a l l  s o c i a l  group can s t u d y  i t  a s  an  
i n s i d e r ,  can observe  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  and maintenance 
of t r a d i t i o n s  w i t h i n  t h e  group, and can p e r c e i v e  t h e  
s i g n i f i c a n c e  of t h o s e  t r a d i t i o n s  t h a t  w i l l  c o n s i s t e n t l y  
e l u d e  t h e  o u t s i d e r .  S t i l l ,  t h e  f o l k l o r i s t  h a s  t h e  
a b i l i t y  t o  menta l ly  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  " o u t s i d e , "  i n  o r d e r  
t o  g e n e r a l i z e  from what h e  l e a r n s  among h i s  newfound 
f r i e n d s  and a c q u a i n t a n c e s .  Moreover, t h e r e  i s  a 
s y s t e m o f  e t h i c a l  c o n s t r a i n t  b u i l t  i n t o  such a 
p e r s o n a l  approach: i t  is  d i f f i c u l t  t o  f o r g e t  c* 
n e g a t e  t h e  r i g h t s  and o b l i g a t i o n s  owed by a l l  f o l k -  
l o r i s t s  t o  t h e i r  i n f o r m a n t s ,  i f  t h e  in formant  i n  
q u e s t i o n  h a s  become a  f r i e n d .  

Perhaps  f i e l d  p r o j e c t s  i n  f o l k l o r e  ought t o  
o c c a s i o n a l l y  i n v o l v e  us f o r  a s  many months as I s p e n t  
days i n  t h e  Region. The f o l k l o r i s t  would then  have 
t ime t o  p a s s  through a  p e r i o d  of f i e l d  shock and 
emerge from i t  w i t h  a  sharpened unders tand ing  of h i s  
own p l a c e  among t h e  peop le  he  s t u d i e s .  When f i e l d  
shock p a s s e s ,  t h e  f o l k l o r i s t  can do t h e  b e s t  p o s s i b l e  
work by p r e s e n t i n g  himself  t o  i n d i v i d u a l  people--no 
l o n g e r  need they be c a l l e d  " in formants , "  a s  i f  t h e y  
were o n l y  i n t e r c h a n g e a b l e  v o i c e s  emerging from a  t a p e  
recorder--as  a n  i n q u i s i t i v e  f r i e n d .  




