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1:00pm Welcome  
Samuel Obeng, Director, African Studies Program 

Karen DeGrange, Executive Director, ICIP  

 

1:15-2:45pm 

Lori Leonard, Bloomberg School of Public Health,  

Johns Hopkins University 

“Dead letters: Grievances and the Domestication of Disputes in 

the Oilfield Region of Chad” 

 

Omolade Adunbi, Afroamerican and African Studies. 

University of Michigan 

“Mythic Oil: Corporations, Protests and the Politics of Claim-

making in Nigeria” 

 

Moderator:  

Beth Buggenhagen, Department of Anthropology 

Indiana University  

 

Break – 2:45-3:00pm 

 

3:00-4:15pm 

Kwamina Panford, Department of African-American 

Studies, Northeastern University 

“Banishing the Resource Curse: What Ghana Needs for its New 

Petroleum Sector” 

 

Discussant and Moderator:  

Osita Afoaku, School of Public and Environmental 

Affairs, Indiana University 

 

Presenter Biographical Information 
 

Omolade Adunbi is an assistant professor in the Department of Af-

roamerican and African Studies and a faculty associate in the Program 

in the Environment (PITE) at the University of Michigan. He holds a 

Ph.D. in anthropology from Yale University. He also has obtained cer-

tificates in human rights education and enforcement from institutions in 

London, Copenhagen, The Hague, and Harare. Dr. Adunbi’s research 

has focused on resource distribution, governance, human and environ-

mental rights, power, culture, multinational corporations and the post-

colonial state, especially in Nigeria. He is currently working on a book 

manuscript titled Belonging to the (S)Oil: NGOs, Multinational Corpo-

rations and Community Conflict in Postcolonial Nigeria.   

Lori Leonard is an associate professor in the Department of Health, 

Behavior & Society at the Johns Hopkins School of Public Health. She 

holds joint appointments in the Departments of Anthropology and So-

ciology at Johns Hopkins, and is the Director of the Center for Qualita-

tive Studies in Health & Medicine. Her interests are in the anthropolo-

gy of policy and medical anthropology. Since 2000, Dr. Leonard has 

been working on a long-term study of a new ‘model’ for poverty reduc-

tion in Africa that took the form of a World Bank-sponsored oil pipe-

line project in Chad. Her research project involved following 80 fami-

lies in the oilfield region for more than a decade. She is now writing a 

book about the project.  

Kwamina Panford teaches at Northeastern University, Boston, where 

he has served as Associate Vice-Provost (2003-2008) and as Chair of 

the Department of African-American Studies (2002-2005). As a Ful-

bright Scholar and Visiting Professor at the University of Cape Coast 

(UCC) during the 2011-2012 academic year, he taught and did research 

on Ghana’s new oil and gas industry at the Institute for Development 

Studies. Dr. Panford contributed to the drafting of Ghana’s Petroleum 

Revenue Management Act; consulted with the Ministry of Energy’s 

Petroleum Directorate on laws, regulations, and policies; and co-wrote 

Ghana’s first Public Interest and Accountability Committee’s Report 

(2011). He has also been involved in curriculum development at 

UCC’s new Oil and Gas Studies Institute and in training for the nation-

al trade union. His major oil and gas related research and publications 

thus far have appeared in the Special Issue of the Ghana Policy Journal 

(December 2010).  


