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Open Folklore Project 



Open Folklore Project 

•  What is Open Folklore?  

•  Demonstration 

•  Brief overview of technology 

•  Larger Goals 

•  Discussion 
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Partnership 

 
 

American Folklore Society (AFS) 

IU Bloomington Libraries  

 

Shared Goal: Make folklore materials widely 
available to folklore scholars, to the communities 
with whom folklorists work, and to the public at 
large 
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The Open Folklore Team 

 
 

 Julie Bobay, IU Libraries, Co-PI 

 Tim Lloyd, American Folklore Society, Co-PI 

 Garett Montanez, IU ScholarWorks 

 Jenn Laherty, IUScholarWorks 

 Sherri Michaels, IUScholarWorks 

 Moira Smith, IU Libraries 

 Jason Jackson, IU Professor and AFS Executive Committee 
 

Strategic Partner: 

 Utah State University Libraries 

Lots of help and advice from: 

 Jon Dunn, Mike Durbin, Jim Halliday, and Brian Wheeler, Digital Library 
Program 

  

February 16, 2011 Digital Library Program Brown Bag Session 



Open Folklore: project or site? 

•  The site is tangible outcome of 
partnership, but is not the entire project 

•  The Open Folklore project is a 
collaboration with many paths of action 
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“Only Connect” 
(E.M. Forster, Howard’s End 1910) 

“Open Folklore has built new social relations that 
can undergird and protect scholarly work and 
education for many years to come. Most 
fundamentally, Open Folklore has forged new 
connections between scholars, a scholarly 
society and university librarians.” 

 

Fortun, Kim. “Open Folklore as an Open Access Model.” 
Anthropology News, Feb 2011. 
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Technolgy + new social systems 

“Open Folklore…leverages existing 
infrastructure and expertise, making it 
affordable and giving it immediate depth 
and breadth, while creating a robust social 
as well as technical structure to support 
scholarly knowledge circulation.” 

 
Fortun, Kim, Ibid. 
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All About Relationships 

“Research librarians have …assumed responsibility for 
providing creative leadership within the current publishing 
crisis, providing expert analyses of current arrangements 
with commercial publishers, and of new possibilities 
through development of digital infrastructure. 
Strengthening relations between scholars and university 
librarians is thus a creative development in itself. “ 

 
Fortun, Kim, Ibid. 
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Open Folklore is a winner! 

Received the 2011 Outstanding Collaboration Citation from 
the Association of Library Collections and Technical 
Services, American Library Association: 

 

“recognizes and encourages collaborative problem-
solving efforts in the areas of acquisition, access, 
management, preservation, or archiving of library 
materials. It recognizes a demonstrated benefit from 
actions, services, or products that improve and benefit 
providing and managing library collections.” 
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Goals & Accomplishments  



Problems 

•  Orphans and other evils of copyright 

•  Ephemerality 

•  The fringe 

•  Multiple buckets 



Hathi Trust Digital Library: The Promise 

http://babel.hathitrust.org/cgi/pt?id=mdp.39015081697628  



Hathi Trust Orphan 

http://babel.hathitrust.org/cgi/pt?id=inu.30000006132967  



Hathi Trust Digital Library: More Problems 

http://catalog.hathitrust.org/Record/004289289  



Problem: the Ephemeral Web 

http://www.communityarts.net/canabout.php  



The Fringe 



Open web 

Snippets

Copyrighted 
Born digital

Print 

Deep web 
Open access




Solutions / Goals 

•  Portal & Search 

•  Folklore Liberation Movement 

•  OA Journal Hosting 

•  Repository 

•  Digitization 

•  Archive-It 



OF Philosophy 

•  Leverage 

•  Partnerships 

•  Responsiveness 

•  New model for collection building 



http://www.openfolklore.org/  

Solution: Portal 



Journal Liberation Movement 
The Folklore Historian 



Open Access Journals 

http://www.openfolklore.org/journals  







Archive-It: Open Folklore Collection 
Searchable full text 



Hungarian Cowboys 
Western Folklife Center in Archive-It’s WayBack Machine 



OF Search




OF

Search

Results




OF

Search

Record




Educate 



Accomplishments 

•  OF Portal 

•   FaceBook, Twitter, news feed, contact 
form 

•  Hathi IU Folklore collection  

•  Journals on the road to freedom; 
including University Presses 

•  Archive-It Open Folklore collection 

•  Digitization program 



Development of Open Folklore 
Website 



Drupal 

•  Open Source  

•  Content Management System (CMS) 



Used By Libraries, Universities, 
Businesses, Non-Profits, etc… 

•  American Library Association 
http://ala.org/ (Coming Soon) 

•  Amnesty International 
http://amnesty.org/  

•  Berkman Center for Internet and Society 
(Harvard) 
http://cyber.law.harvard.edu/  

•  The Economist 
http://www.economist.com/  

•  The White House 
http://www.whitehouse.gov/  



Drupal 

•  Application Development Framework 

•  Large Community of Developers 

•  Thousands of Modules 



Development 

•  Short timeframe: ~3 1/2 months 

•  American Folklore Society Annual 
Meeting 

•  Drupal helped us meet the requirements/
desired functionality of the site 



Implementation of OF Website 

•  Requirements 

•  Educational & advocacy pages 

•  News Items 
•  RSS feeds 



Requirements-Drupal's CMS Functionality 



Desired functionality – A Few Modules 



Harvesting Functionality 



OAI Harvester Admin Pages 



Storage of Records 



Biblio Record 



Grouping of Authors & Keywords 



Export Functionality 



Zotero Integration 



Search 



Search / Facets 



The Missing Piece 



Future Plans 
•  Continue "liberating" folklore books and journals in 

Hathi 
•  Continue to support the publication of open access 

folklore journals using OJS platform 
•  Host the Ethnographic Thesaurus  
•  Identify and prioritize websites for preservation in 

Archive It Open Folklore collection  
•  Continue to digitize and/or preserve journals, gray 

literature, educational materials 
•  Develop guidelines for potential partners to digitize 

their materials 
•  Refine the online search tool 



Larger goals 

•  Educate 

•  Advocate  

•  Partnership / movement / force of nature 



Follow  OF on FaceBook and with 
Twitter 


