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Judy McCulloh Among 2010 National Heritage Fellows 
 
Retired University of Illinois Press executive editor Judy McCulloh is the 2010 
recipient of the Bess Lomax Hawes Award from the National Endowment for the 
Arts.  McCulloh was honored for her significant contribution to the preservation 
and awareness of cultural heritage.  She is one of nine recipients of National 
Heritage Fellowships this year; for information on all the honorees, visit 
www.nea.gov/honors/heritage/2010-NEA-Heritage-Fellows-Announced.html. 
 
McCulloh was born in 1935 in Spring Valley, Illinois, and grew up at Northmoor 
Orchard near Peoria, where she helped her parents sell their apples and cider. At 
the National Folk Festival in St. Louis in 1954, she systematically wrote down the 
words and music to songs she heard backstage, unaware she was "collecting" or 
"doing fieldwork." Her fascination with traditional music grew more serious 
during her studies at Cottey College, Ohio Wesleyan University, and Ohio State 
University. 
 
McCulloh completed her PhD in folklore at Indiana University and spent 35 years 
at the University of Illinois Press, where her positions included executive editor, 
assistant director, and director of development.  At the Press, McCulloh created 
the groundbreaking series Folklore and Society. These sixteen books, bracketed 
by Edward D. Ives's George Magoon and the Down East Game War and Archie 
Green's Tin Men, stand as models of folklore scholarship. 
 
During this time McCulloh also spearheaded the renowned Music in American Life 
series, making her an important force in expanding and transforming music 
scholarship. The 130 titles she saw through publication cover all aspects of 
American music, including blues, bluegrass, country, gospel, doowop, jazz, rock, 
cowboy and railroad songs, minstrelsy, zarzuela, opera, pow-wow, ghost dance 
songs, brass bands, and community choruses. Series books examine instruments 
from the banjo and the theremin to the guitar in Baroque Mexico, and people 
from John Philip Sousa, Marian McPartland, Fritz Reiner, Fred Waring, Charles 
Ives, and Charles Seeger to Bill Monroe, Ralph Stanley, Hazel Dickens, Bob Wills, 
Jimmie Rodgers, Fiddlin' John Carson, Aunt Molly Jackson, Robert Johnson, 
Robert Winslow Gordon, Sarah Gertrude Knott, Tito Puente, and Elvis Presley. 
Her music books garnered twenty ASCAP Awards. 



McCulloh's contributions have been a major force in the preservation, 
understanding, and documentation of American folk culture. She has served as 
President and as an Executive Board member of the American Folklore Society, 
and served on the Board of Trustees of the American Folklife Center at the 
Library of Congress at a time when her leadership and vision helped to save the 
center from dissolution in the 1990s. She is currently an emerita member of the 
center's Board of Trustees.  She is also a Fellow of the American Folklore Society 
and an Honorary Member of the Society for Ethnomusicology. 
 
AFS Executive Board Issues Arizona Statement 
 
After a period of discussion and review, the Society’s Executive Board has issued 
a public statement on recent Arizona immigration legislation.  The Society will 
now distribute this statement to relevant public officials and bodies in Arizona 
and to other learned societies. 
 
The statement reads: 
 
“The American Folklore Society—the US-based professional association for the 
field of folklore studies, with a membership of 2,000 people and institutions, and 
an annual meeting that draws more than 700 participants from around the 
world—has historically supported policies that prohibit discrimination based on 
ethnicity, gender, national origin, race, religion, or sexual orientation, and our 
field has long been concerned with the well-being of immigrant populations. 
 
“The Executive Board of the American Folklore Society takes notice of Arizona 
Senate Bill 1070, requiring all local law enforcement officials to investigate a 
person's immigration status when there is a reasonable suspicion that the person 
is in the United States unlawfully, regardless of whether that person is suspected 
of a crime.  We also take notice of Arizona House Bill 2281, that prohibits public 
schools in the state from offering, at any grade level, courses that advocate 
ethnic solidarity or cater to specific ethnic groups. 
 
“More than a century of research in the field of folklore studies (and in other 
fields in the humanities and social sciences) has detailed the cultural, political, 
and social impact of discrimination based on ethnicity, national origin, and race.  
Based on that research, the Executive Board of the American Folklore Society 
considers these laws just identified, and the ways they may be implemented, to 
be discriminatory.  
 
“The Executive Board of the American Folklore Society resolves that the Society 
will not hold a scholarly conference in the State of Arizona until such time that 
Arizona Senate Bill 1070 and Arizona House Bill 2281 are either repealed or 
struck down as constitutionally invalid and thus unenforceable by a court.”   



Job Announcements 
 
1.  Alabama Folklife Association 
 
The Alabama Folklife Association is seeking to fill the position of Executive 
Director on or about October 1, 2010. 
 
The Alabama Folklife Association is a 501(c)(3) tax-exempt, non-profit, 
organization whose statewide mission is to promote knowledge, appreciation, 
and preservation of Alabama folklife through activities such as festivals, 
conferences, fieldwork, videos, recordings, and publications such as Tributaries.  
The organization is governed by a board of directors that is passionate about the 
state's folklore and traditional culture.  It works closely with the Alabama State 
Council on the Arts and the Alabama Center for Traditional Culture in 
Montgomery. For more information go to http://www.alabamaafolklife.org. 
 
The Executive Director is responsible for all aspects of the organization's 
planning and operations.  The Executive Director reports to the board of 
directors.  The applicant should possess a strong background in folklore, 
traditional culture, fund-raising, and/or non-profit administration.  The applicant 
should be self-directed, self-motivated, and have strong leadership skills. 
 
The Executive Director's duties include, in part, the following: 
 

• identification, planning, and implementation of programs that further the 
organization's mission; 

• administration of the organization's financial, accounting, and reporting 
needs; 

• board relationships and board development; 
• preparation and filing of grant requests and reports; 
• fund-raising through the organization's membership and other sources; 
• preparation of press releases and other aspects of public relations; 
• maintenance of the organization's website; and, 
• participation in appropriate professional development activities 

 
The terms of employment are negotiable.  Applicants should send a resume and 
cover letter (by regular mail or e-mail) to Joyce Cauthen, 2169 Shadybrook Lane, 
Birmingham AL 35226 USA; joycecauthen@gmail.com; 205/822-0505. 
 
2.  California State University, Northridge 
 
The Anthropology Department at California State University, Northridge is 
seeking a new faculty member at the assistant professor rank beginning in fall 
2011.   



 
Qualifications: PhD in Anthropology or related discipline at time of appointment 
(evidence of PhD required at time of appointment). As part of a campus-wide 
initiative to develop educational, research and community programs related to 
sustainability, we seek an anthropologist (sub-field and geographic area open) 
with background in geography or landscape approaches and ability to teach in 
one or more of the following areas: sustainable tourism and/or heritage 
management; conservation policy/practice and sustainable development; human 
landscape formation and modification; and/or political ecology. The successful 
candidate will complement or enhance the existing strengths of the program, 
support the three-field emphases of our B.A. and M.A. programs, and be able to 
teach the following courses: ANTH 303, “Anthropological Thought;” ANTH 475, 
“Anthropological Research Methods,” and ANTH 490, “Seminar in Anthropology,” 
a variable-topic undergraduate capstone class, as well as 1-2 courses per 
academic year in the Department of Geography.  Priority will be given to 
candidates with applied experience and a demonstrated record of funding whose 
research can involve undergraduate and graduate students. The candidate must 
demonstrate a strong commitment to teaching a diverse student population. 
 
Responsibilities: Faculty are expected to regularly teach introductory, general 
education, theory, and/or methods classes in Anthropology in addition to more 
specialized courses, as well as supervise student research.  The standard 
teaching load at CSUN is three courses per semester the first year of 
appointment, and four courses per semester thereafter. Service to the 
department, college, and university is also a key job responsibility.  Candidates 
will be expected to affiliate their research with the Anthropological Research 
Institute associated with the Department of Anthropology. 
 
Application Deadline: Screening of applications will begin 15 October 2010. 
Priority will be given to applications received by that date; position open until 
filled. Applicants should submit a letter of application, vita, and three letters of 
recommendation. 
 
Inquiries and nominations should be addressed to: Search & Screen Committee, 
Department of Anthropology, California State University, Northridge,  
18111 Nordhoff Street, Northridge CA 91330-8244 USA. 
 
The university is an Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action employer and does not 
discriminate on the basis of race, religion, national origin, sexual orientation, 
gender, marital status, age, disability, disabled veteran or Vietnam-era veteran 
status. 
 
If you have questions about the position, please direct them to Sabina Magliocco 
of the department at sabina.magliocco@csun.edu or consult the department’s 



web site at www.csun.edu/csbs/departments/anthropology/index.html. 
 

Prize News 

1.  Benjamin A. Botkin Prize 

Each year, the Public Programs Section of the American Folklore Society joins 
with the AFS Executive Board to award the Benjamin A. Botkin Prize of $200 to 
an individual for significant achievement in public folklore. This prize is given in 
recognition of the work of Benjamin A. Botkin (1901-1975). Eminent New Deal-
era folklorist, national folklore editor of the Federal Writers’ Project in 1938-1939, 
advocate for the public responsibilities of folklorists, author and compiler of many 
publications on American folklore for general audiences, and head of the Archive 
of American Folk Song at the Library of Congress from 1942 to 1945, Botkin has 
had a major impact on the field of public folklore and on the public 
understanding of folklore. 

The review criteria are: 
 

• Engagement of a broad public audience in the materials of folklore 
• Impact on the field of public folklore: development of models, 

methodology, visibility, advocacy 
• Impact on communities/constituents and their traditional culture 
• Contributions to the body of materials of folklore/public folklore 
• Quality of artistry in presentation: writing, photography, stagecraft, etc. 
• Quality of scholarship 
• Impact on the discipline of folklore, its theories and methodology 
• Quality/adequacy of nomination package itself 
• Breadth of support, as evidenced by letters from community members and 

non-folklorists in addition to folklore colleagues 
 
The next deadline for nominations is August 31, 2010. Please direct nominations, 
as well as your questions, to Botkin Prize Committee chair Anne Pryor 
(anne.pryor@wisconsin.gov or 608/266-8106), Folk and Traditional Arts 
Specialist at the Wisconsin Arts Board. 
 
Nominations should include a letter of nomination; a one- or two-page biography 
or resume of the nominee; three to five letters of support from a broad range of 
people, including community members who have benefited from the nominee's 
work and people from outside the folklore field in addition to colleagues. Letters 
should specifically address the review criteria listed above and should explain 
how the nominee has taken folklore to a broad public audience. 
 
All nomination letters and support material must be submitted in electronic 



format so they can be distributed easily and quickly to the committee members. 
Nominations remain active for three years. Previous nominators should contact 
Pryor to ensure that their nominations are still in the pool, to arrange to send 
electronic versions of materials previously sent in hard copy, and to inquire about 
adding new or updated materials to those nominations. 
 
2.  Elli Köngäs-Maranda Prizes 
 
Each year, the Women’s Section of the American Folklore Society awards two 
prizes in honor of pioneering scholar Elli Köngäs-Maranda. The prizes recognize 
superior work on women’s traditional, vernacular, or local culture and/or feminist 
theory and folklore. 
 
Internationally renowned feminist folklorist Elli Kaija Köngäs-Maranda was born 
in Finland in 1932. She studied Finnish folklore at the University of Helsinki and 
did her doctoral dissertation at Indiana University (1963) on Finnish-American 
folklore. She held various research positions, and taught at the University of 
British Columbia (1970-1976) and at Laval University from 1976 until her 
premature death in 1982. She was elected a Fellow of the American Folklore 
Society in 1978.  
 
Academically, she was known for her structural analysis of traditional culture, 
demonstrating precision and mathematical intellect, but also for her eloquent 
writing. She published extensively and in English, French, Finnish, German, and 
Russian. Her feminism was particularly evident in her research and writing on the 
Lau people, based on fieldwork conducted between 1966 and 1976. In 1983, the 
American Folklore Society Women’s section inaugurated two prizes in her 
memory, one for student work and one for professional work, funded by highly 
successful auctions, T-shirt sales, the making and raffling of a quilt, and, most 
recently, the sale of note cards commemorating that quilt. 
 
EKM Student Prize 
 

• for an undergraduate or graduate student paper (up to 30 pages in 
length)  

• entrants must either be currently enrolled in a degree program as of 
the submission deadline or have been enrolled in one during the 2008-
2009 academic year 

• carries an award of $100 
• submission deadline is September 15, 2010 
• may be submitted as either hard copy or (preferably) email attachment 

 
EKM Professional/Non-Student Prize 
 



• eligible work includes: publications, films, videos, exhibitions or 
exhibition catalogues, or sound recordings  

• materials should have been published/produced no more than two 
years prior to the submission deadline 

• carries an award of $250 
• submission deadline (postmarked) is September 1, 2010 
• please submit three copies of books, videos, etc. 

 
Prize recipients need not be members of the Society.  The awards will be 
announced at the American Folklore Society Annual Meeting in Nashville.  Please 
direct all submissions and questions to: Yvonne J. Milspaw, 618 West High 
Street, Hummelstown PA 17036 USA; yjmilspa@hacc.edu or 
yvonnemilspaw@yahoo.com; 717/566-4867. 

 
3.  The Brenda McCallum Prize  
 
The American Folklore Society Archives and Libraries Section invites nominations 
for the 2010 Brenda McCallum Prize. 
 
Since 1994, the Archives and Libraries Section has awarded the Brenda McCallum 
Prize in honor of the late folklore archivist Brenda McCallum. Through this prize, 
the section seeks to promote works that further the cause of the preservation, 
organization, and dissemination of folklife collections. 
 
The prize is given for an exceptional work dealing with folklife archives or the 
collection, organization and management of ethnographic materials. It is 
awarded to an individual or an institution for noteworthy products or 
documented activities that provide education, techniques, or services to those 
who collect, organize and preserve folklife materials on the individual or 
institutional level. The efforts may or may not be directly associated with archival 
work, since products that facilitate the organization of ethnographic materials 
collected in the field ultimately assist the cause of folklife archivists as well.  
Examples of eligible projects include a book, an article, or the development of a 
software package or a lecture series. 
 
In order to receive the McCallum Prize, the work should be created during the 
two years prior to the submission deadline. 
 
Submissions are due by September 15, 2010.  The award is $100. Please submit 
nominations, including a brief explanation of why the work is nominated, to prize 
committee chair Jodine Perkins at jodmperk@indiana.edu.  The 2010 prize 
committee is: Jodine Perkins, chair (2009-11), Andy Kolovos (2007-10), Kelly 
Revak (2010-12), Michael Taft (2007-10) and Randy Williams (2007-10). 
 



Meeting News 
 
1.  Société international d’ethnologie et de folklore (SIEF) 
 
The Call for Papers is now open for the upcoming SIEF congress, taking place in 
Lisbon in April 2011.  For more information please see the congress website: 
www.siefhome.org/sief2011. The call will close 15th October and you are invited 
to propose your papers/work, through the online form, before then.  Browse the 
accepted panels and workshops and propose your paper/work to a specific 
panel/workshop. 
 
2.  Society for Applied Anthropology 
 
The Society for Applied Anthropology (SfAA) invites abstracts (sessions, papers 
and posters) for the Program of the 71st Annual Meeting in Seattle, WA, March 
29-April 2, 2011.  The theme of the Program is “Expanding the Influence of 
Applied Social Science.” 
 
The Society is a multi-disciplinary association that focuses on problem definition 
and resolution.  We welcome papers from all disciplines.  The deadline for 
abstract submission is October 15, 2010.  For additional information on the 
theme, abstract size/format, and the meeting, please visit our web page 
(www.sfaa.net, click on “Annual Meeting”). 
  
For questions or more information, please contact Melissa Cope, Society for 
Applied Anthropology, PO Box 2436, Oklahoma City OK 73101 USA; 
melissa@sfaa.net; 405/843-5113; 405/843-8553 (fax). 
 
3.  Society for Ethnomusicology  
 
The Society for Ethnomusicology will hold its 55th Annual Meeting on November 
11-14, 2010, at the Wilshire Grand Hotel in downtown Los Angeles.  Titled 
“Sound Ecologies,” this year’s meeting features more than 400 presentations, as 
well as a variety of concerts and other special events.  The meeting is hosted by 
UCLA, which is celebrating the 50th anniversary of the founding of its 
Ethnomusicology program.  UCLA will present a pre-conference symposium, 
“Music Research and Performance in South Asia: The Life and Work of Nazir Ali 
Jairazbhoy,” on November 10 at the Wilshire Grand.  Please visit 
www.ethnomusicology.org for more information about the meeting, hotel 
accommodations, and online registration. 


