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Promis ing  Prognos is  f or  AFS Publ ic  Pol i c y and Heal th Care  Working  Group 
 

Michael Owen Jones, Erika Brady, David J. Hufford, Bonnie O’Connor, and Diane Goldstein  
(© 2008 Maria Teresa Agozzino) 

 
On Monday July 21, 2008, the members of the AFS Public Policy Working Group on Health Care 
spearheaded an interdisciplinary seminar on “Community Health and Vernacular Health Systems,” 
bringing together faculty, students, and professionals from The Ohio State University’s College of 
Medicine, College of Nursing, College of Public Health, Department of Comparative Studies, Center 
for Folklore Studies, and AFS. Under the auspices of Dorothy Noyes and Timothy Lloyd, and 
cosponsored by the College of Medicine, College of Nursing, Center for Folklore Studies, and the 
AFS, the seminar – part of the working group’s 3-day retreat – was billed as an “opportunity to 
explore the perspectives that folklorist-ethnographers bring to translational projects in health care 
and education, community health, and health policy”. (See AFSNews Spring 2008/volume 37:2, pp. 
1-2). The group members will discuss their progress and goals in a forum entitled, “Folklore, Health 
Care, and Policy: Finding Our Place” at the AFS annual meeting in Louisville (session 09-02; 8-10 
a.m., Friday October 24, Regency Ballroom Center). 
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AFS Archives  and Librar ie s  Sec t i on News – The Brenda McCal lum Prize  
 
The Brenda McCallum Prize committee of the American Folklore Society Archives and Libraries 
Section invites nominations for the 2008 Brenda McCallum Prize of $100.  The 2008 Prize 
Committee is composed of Kristi A. Young (chair), Stephanie Smith, and Jodine Perkins. 
Nominations are accepted continuously during the year, though the deadline for submitting 
materials each year is September 15. Presentation of the awards is given during the Archives and 
Libraries Section meeting at the annual meeting of the American Folklore Society of that year; this 
year held during the lunchtime period on Thursday October 23. 
 
Since 1994, the AFS Archives and Libraries Section has awarded a prize honoring the late folklife 
archivist Brenda McCallum. Through this prize, the AFS Archives and Libraries Section seeks to 
promote works that further the cause of the preservation, organization, and dissemination of folklife 
collections. The prize is given for an exceptional work dealing with folklife archives or the 
collection, organization, and management of ethnographic materials. It is awarded to an individual 
or an institution for noteworthy products or documented activities that provide education, 
techniques, or services to those who collect, organize, and preserve folklife materials, either on the 
individual or institutional level. These may or may not be directly associated with archival work, 
since products that facilitate the organization of ethnographic materials collected in the field 
ultimately assist the cause of folklife archivists as well. The prize may be awarded for such 
accomplishments as a book, an article, the development of a software package, or a lecture series.  
In order to receive the McCallum Prize, the work should have been created during the twelve 
months prior to the deadline for its submission, or twenty-four months if it was not previously 
nominated. 
 
Please submit nominations for the Prize by e-mail to the chair of the committee at 
kristi_bell@byu.edu, including a brief explanation of why the work has been nominated. 
 
 

Folklore  Minor at Unive rs i ty  of  Southe rn Cal i f orn ia 
 
Tok F. Thompson tells us, “it’s official, there's a new minor in Folklore and Popular Culture at USC, 
with a core course of [Alan Dundes’ flagship] ‘Forms of Folklore’”.  Thanks to the efforts of 
Thompson and the support of Alison Dundes-Renteln, USC promises to develop a cutting-edge 
interdisciplinary program replete with multimedia folklore archives. See the article in USC’s student 
online publication Daily Trojan, entitled “Stuff of legends: 'SC gets folklore minor”  
(http://media.www.dailytrojan.com/media/storage/paper679/news/2008/08/20/News/Stuff.Of.L
egends.sc.Gets.Folklore.Minor-3399625.shtml, posted August 20, 2008). Congratulations! 
 
 

Folklor is t  and the  Modern World 
 
Alan Dundes on YouTube – a self-identifying MrAtheism posted an Alan Dundes interview entitled 
“The God Who Wasn't There”.  (http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jjPFEfjfvJw). The footage 
shows Dundes as ever the generous and erudite scholar. 
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National  Assoc iati on fo r Interpre ta ti on Internat ional  Conf erence  2008  
 
With the support of the AFS International Travel Stipend, I attended the Third Annual National 
Association for Interpretation (NAI) International Conference in Sokcho, Republic of Korea, May 
11-16, 2008. Cosponsored locally by the Korea Forest Service and the Korea Tourism Organization, 
the conference brought together people from the Republic of Korea, Canada, China, England, 
Greece, Hong Kong, India, Indonesia, Japan, Malawi, Malaysia, Mexico, Nepal, Sweden, Scotland, 
Thailand, and United States. It included sixty-four presenters, of whom twenty-four were from 
Korea and eleven from the United States. Koreans were, by far, the largest group of non-presenting 
attendees, and most of them were university students. Two of my folklorist/ethnomusicologist 
colleagues, Jill Linzee of Northwest Heritage Resources, and Lucy Long, of Bowling Green State 
University, were among the presenters. 
 
The NAI, which is based in Fort Collins, Colorado, is an organization devoted to the 
professionalization of cultural, historical and natural interpretation at parks, museums, historic sites, 
and similar venues. After attending and presenting the 2007 NAI International Conference in 
Vancouver, British Columbia, at the urging of my colleagues, Pat Wells and Teri Brewer, I was 
determined to participate in the Sokcho, Korea event. My presentation was titled “Revealing the 
Invisible Landscape Through Edited Local Audiorecordings.” It was based on my experiences 
recording oral histories and performances of local music and stories used in the development of the 
Washington Heritage Tours from 1996 though 2003. About twenty people, more than half of them 
Korean students, attended my presentation. All presentations at the conference were either in 
English or in Korean, and skilled local language interpreters orally translated them to the opposite 
language, paragraph by paragraph. 
 
Apart from my own presentation, I attended sessions about forestry interpretation in Korea, the 
projected development of an International Peace Park in the inter-Korean DMZ, the UNESCO 
Geopark concept, the emotion of disgust relative to culinary tourism (by folklorist-colleague Lucy 
Long), the use of museum programs to combat poverty and HIV in Malawi, and others. We were 
also treated to a pre-conference tour of Seoul during which we visited a royal palace, a royal 
ancestral shrine, and much more. Visits to sites in and near the city of Sokcho including its city 
market and fishermen’s wharf (Sokcho is the leading fishing port of Korea), the Sokcho Municipal 
Museum and its outdoor components, the Gangwon Province Village, and the Displaced People’s 
(1950s Korean War refugees’) Village, and nearby Seoraksan National Park, gave me a spectacular 
introduction to Korea’s history, culture, and nature, and to varieties of cultural and natural 
interpretation, as practiced in the Republic of Korea. 
 
In numerous instances I was able to interact with people from other countries and explain to them 
the profession of folklore and how it is exercised in the public sector, both by me in the Washington 
State Parks system and by others in arts council, museums, and festivals. One of these interactions, 
with Wiwien T. Wiyonoputri, of Bandung Technical Institute, Bandung, Indonesia, led to Ms. 
Wiyonoputri visiting with Jill Linzee and me in Washington during July, and for her to experience 
cultural interpretation in several Washington state parks. Other contacts that I made during the 
conference may lead to other exchanges as well. 
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Following the conference I visited Mt. Kumgang National Park in the People’s Democratic Republic 
of Korea. The park is a mere forty-five miles north of Sokcho. Mt. Kumgang is a site traditionally 
sacred to all Koreans and is visited by more than 300,000 South Koreans annually.  
 
More about the National Association for Interpretation and its work can be found on 
www.interpnet.com. 
 

Contributed by Jens Lund 
Washington State Parks 

 
 

Country Music  Foundati on Oral  Histo ry  Col l e c t ion Availabl e  Onl ine  
 

John Rumble, Senior Historian at the Country Music Fame® and Museum reports that The Country 
Music Foundation, Inc. (CMF) has completed an oral history preservation and access project made 
possible by a substantial grant from the National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH).  
 
To advance its mission of preserving and disseminating the history of country music, the non-profit 
Country Music Foundation, Inc. (CMF) began collecting interviews and other research materials 
soon after the 1967 opening of Country Music Hall of Fame® and Museum, which is owned and 
operated by CMF. Our ongoing Oral History Project was launched officially in 1974. 
  
Now embracing 666 interviews, the Oral History Collection forms a key component of CMF’s Frist 
Library and Archive, housed in the newer Museum building opened in downtown Nashville in 2001. 
The collection contains interviews with performers, recording artists, songwriters, and a wide variety 
of business personnel involved in the country music industry since the 1920s. 
  
In 2001, CMF received a generous NEH grant that allowed us to re-record and transcribe 610 
interviews in our collection, adding to twenty-eight interviews that exist only in transcript form. We 
re-recorded an additional twenty-eight interviews that have difficult sound problems, and will 
attempt transcriptions after performing additional sound enhancements we can make. 
  
Thus, 638 transcripts are available at our library in searchable Microsoft Word files. MARC-format 
catalogue records are available on OCLC, in addition to MARC-format, in-house catalogue records 
software and an in-house oral history project database. 
  
A Collection Guide–Descriptive Inventory is now available on CMF’s Web site 
(www.countrymusichalloffame.com), either by following links to Exhibits and Collections under the 
heading Experience the Museum, or by using this link: 
http://www.countrymusichalloffame.com/site/exhibits-detail.aspx?cid=237.  This finding aid 
provides contact information and use policies, as well as an interview list and interview descriptions. 
  

Contributed by Dr. John Rumble 
Country Music Fame® and Museum 
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Cal l  f or  Papers  and Parti c i pa ti on 
 

“Home, School ,  Play ,  Work: The Visual and Textual Worlds  o f  Chi ldren .” 
Ameri can Ant iquarian Soci e ty  2008 Conference 

 
November 14-15, 2008, Worcester, Massachusetts, and 

February 13-14, 2009, Princeton, New Jersey 
 
This conference is sponsored by the Center for Historic American Visual Culture (CHAViC) and 
the Program in the History of the Book in American Culture (PHBAC) at the American Antiquarian 
Society, in conjunction with Worcester Polytechnic Institute and the Cotsen Children's Library, 
Princeton University. 
 
Papers will address aspects of eighteenth and nineteenth-century textual, visual, or material culture 
that relate to the experience or representation of childhood. The registration fee is $60, the graduate 
student registration fee is $30, and the cost of the Saturday lunch on November 15 is $10. The 
registration fee is for the Worcester portion of the conference only. Registration and payment are 
due by October 30, 2008. (http://www.americanantiquarian.org/Shop/registration.htm) 
 
November meeting sessions include: The Children's Literature Canon; Circulation of Children's 
Literature; Portraits, Photographs, and Exhibitions: Looking at Children; Material Culture of the 
School, Girlhood in Print and Portraiture; Pictures, Picture Books, and Paper Toys: Learning about 
Race; and a Collectors Round Table. February meeting sessions include: “Scribbling” Children; 
Uncontrolled Youth; Preparing for a Life at Work; Learning How to Look; What Did You See at 
School Today?; Learning Race and Place; and Closets, Doors, and Locks: Childhood Circumscribed 
 
For program and other practical information, see 
http://www.americanantiquarian.org/chavic2008.htm 
 
 

Sharing Cultures  2009 – Internat ional Conference  on Intangible  Heri tage  
 

30 May-1 June, 2009, Pico Island, Azores, Portugal 
 
The call for papers and registration to this Conference is now open at the website of the event: 
http://sharing.cultures2009.greenlines-institute.org/register/ 
  
Sharing Cultures 2009 is organized by the Green Lines Institute for Sustainable Development. 
Green Lines Institute aims at gathering in an International Conference worldwide expertise on 
Intangible Heritage, and thus to promote significant discussion on this relevant topic. Following the 
definition endorsed by UNESCO, one of the main goals of Sharing Cultures 2009 is to bring into 
discussion research work on “living expressions and traditions that countless groups and 
communities worldwide have inherited from their ancestors and transmit to their descendants, in 
most cases orally”. 
 
Keynote Speakers for the 2009 Sharing Cultures Conference will be Emerita Professor Susan Pearce, 
Department of Museum Studies, University of Leicester, UK, and Andrew Hall, Member of 



AFSNews 37.3 6                                                                        Summer 2008 
 

ICOMOS International Executive Committee and President of ICICH International Committee on 
Intangible Cultural. 
 
The last decades gave intangible heritage scientific recognition throughout significant fieldwork and 
research projects. The safeguarding of this so often fragile heritage became one of the priorities of 
international cooperation, the UNESCO role being of major importance in this process. Also 
ICOM, ICOMOS, and other international and national organizations have been emphasizing the 
need to preserve and study intangible heritage and to include intangible heritage as a concern in 
professional practices, adopting accurate methodologies and guidelines. 
 
We would like to kindly ask you to pass the word among colleagues and post-grad students. 
Registration and submission of abstracts is open through 31 October 2008.  
See http://sharing.cultures2009.greenlines-institute.org/index.php 
 
 
 

“Mining Metropol i s :  An Is land in  a Stockman’s  Paradi se .”  
Vernacu lar Archi t e c ture  Forum 2009 Annual Meet ing  

 
June 10-13, 2009, Butte, Montana 

 
The Vernacular Architecture Forum (www.vafweb.org) invites paper proposals for its annual 
meeting in Butte, Montana, Wednesday, June 10 through Saturday, June 13, 2009. The conference 
theme is “Mining Metropolis: An Island in a Stockman’s Paradise.”  
 
Papers may address vernacular and everyday buildings, sites, or cultural landscapes worldwide. 
Submissions are encouraged to explore topics related to the conference theme, such as industrial 
boomtowns in the American West, mining landscapes, cultural landscapes and architecture of 
farming, cattle ranching and livestock breeding, and company towns. Also encouraged are proposals 
for complete sessions, roundtable discussions, and any innovative means that facilitate scholarly 
discourse.  VAF encourages paper and session proposals from graduate and undergraduate students 
and young professionals. 
 
Proposals may be for a twenty-minute paper, or for a ten-minute “work in progress/notes from the 
field” presentation. Papers should be theoretical or analytical in nature, rather than descriptive.  
Presenter’s Fellowships are available to students and young professionals. For more information on 
Presenter’s Fellowships see http://www.vafweb.org/awards/presenter.html 
 
Proposals must be one-page, fewer than 400 words and include paper title, author’s name and email 
address. Please state clearly the argument of the paper and explain the methodology and content.  
Attach a one-page CV to your proposal submission. The deadline for submissions is October 1, 
2008. 
 
Accepted papers must be submitted in full to the session chairs by April 10, 2009. Presenters must 
deliver their papers in person and be VAF members at the time of the conference. In order to insure 
that those whose papers have been accepted actually attend the conference, all speakers who have 
not registered by April 10, 2009 will have their paper withdrawn.  
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Electronic submissions in Word format are preferred.  Please send email proposals to 
senA@uwm.edu, or hard copies to Arijit Sen, VAF c/o School of Architecture and Urban Planning, 
PO Box 413, Milwaukee, WI 53201-0413 
 
For information about the Butte VAF Meeting, contact Maire O'Neill at maireo@montana.edu 
 
 

Internati onal  Jou rnal  of  Intang ibl e  Heri tage  Theme Announced  
 

The International Journal of Intangible Heritage is a refereed academic and professional journal for the cultural 
and heritage sectors. First published in May 2006, the Journal embraces theory and practice in relation to 
the study, preservation, interpretation and promotion of intangible heritage. In recent years, academics, 
researchers and professionals in many different parts of the cultural and heritage sectors have increasingly 
been collecting, systematizing, documenting and communicating intangible heritage and in particular 
supporting both its traditional and contemporary expressions. The Journal welcomes submissions of 
contributions covering all areas and all possible discourses of intangible heritage studies and practice. 
  
The need for such an international publication was one of the significant outcomes of the 2004 Triennial 
General Conference of the International Council of Museums (ICOM) held in Seoul, Republic of Korea, 
on the theme “Museums and Intangible Heritage”. The Ministry of Culture and Tourism, Republic of 
Korea agreed to provided support for this Journal through the National Folk Museum of Korea. Following 
the establishment of the Journal Secretariat in the Museum and the convening of an International Editorial 
Board and Editorial Advisory Committee in late 2005, the Volume One was published in May 2006; 
Volume Two in May 2007 and Volume Three is due to come out in May 2008. The printed editions are 
supplemented by an electronic edition in PDF format at http://www.ijih.org. 
  
Papers submitted by the end of October each year are refereed and considered by the Editorial Board at its 
Annual Meeting in January-February. The final selection of papers is published in May-June. However, 
papers submitted after October are saved and considered for the subsequent volume. 
  
The inaugural volume included papers mainly from the ICOM 2004 Triennial General Conference. From 
Volume Two the Journal has established three categories of contributions as follows: 
  
(1) Main articles (refereed), normally between 4,000 and 6,000 words, excluding notes, bibliography and 
illustrations. An A4 size page of plain text averages around 800 words, and the printed paper will normally 
be allocated six, eight or ten journal pages according to length and illustrations. Prospective authors should 
consult the Editorial Board through the Editor-in-Chief, Professor Amareswar Galla, at editor@ijih.org if a 
longer contribution is proposed.  
  
(2) Short communications (refereed), of up to 2,000 words (two to four journal pages). 
  
(3) News and reviews items of up to 1,000 words on relevant new conferences, publications or projects 
(which will be subject to normal editing by not formal refereeing.) 
  
We are now seeking suitable contributions of all three categories: main papers, short communications, and 
news and reviews, on any aspect of intangible heritage.  
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Manuscripts submitted should not be under consideration by any other journal or publisher, nor should 
they have been previously published elsewhere. If a manuscript is based on a lecture, conference paper or 
talk, specific details should accompany the submission. There are detailed Instructions to Contributors on 
the preparation of manuscripts and illustrations in previous volumes of the Journal (in both the printed and 
electronic editions). These are available on the Journal website at http://www.ijih.org. 
  
Paper proposals for the Journal can be submitted to the Journal Secretariat: secretariat@ijih.org (postal 
address below) at any time. Papers should be in electronic format, wherever possible should be submitted 
via e-mail. The submitted text (including an Abstract except for News and Reviews items) should be sent 
as an attachment to your e-mail message. Texts should be saved and submitted in unjustified text alignment 
in Rich Text Format (RTF). Illustrations should not be `embedded` in the text. Electronic images of the 
required quality (see the Instructions to Contributors), should be submitted as separate files. Original 
photographs should not be submitted at this stage, but a list summarizing these should be included.  
  
Please provide the full postal address of each author and of any institutional affiliation where applicable, 
including the country name, and an e-mail address contact address for each Author. Include at the end of 
the manuscript a short biography (80 words) for each Author.  
  
For manuscript submission contact: Publication Secretariat, International Journal of Intangible Heritage,  
The National Folk Museum of Korea, Samcheongdong-gil 35, Jongno-gu, Seoul, Republic of Korea 
  
Emails: secretariat@ijih.org, shkook@nfm.go.kr, nodajy@nfm.go.kr 
Tel: +82-(0)2-3704-3106, 3704-3109; Fax: +82-(0)2-3704-3149 
  
For editorial policy etc. enquiries contact: Editor-in-Chief, Professor Amareswar Galla, at editor@ijih.org 

 
 
 

 
 

Datebook 2008  
 
August 31  Deadline for nominations for the Zora Neale Hurston Prize and the Américo 
   Paredes Prize (see Winter 2008 AFSN pp. 3-4) 
   
September 1  Deadline for nominations for the Benjamin A. Botkin Prize (see Winter 2008  
   AFSN pp. 2-3) 
 
   Deadline for proposals for  “The Train Just Don’t Stop Here Anymore”: An  
   Interdisciplinary Colloquium on the Soundscapes of Rural and Small-Town  
   America (see Spring AFSN p. 5) 
 
   Deadline for proposals for Taking Shetland out of the Box: Island Cultures and  
   Shetland Identity, see http://www.abdn.ac.uk/elphinstone/events/shetland/ 
  
September 15  Deadline for nominations for The Brenda McCallum Prize (see p. 2) 
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September 30  15th Congress of the International Society for Folk Narrarive Research  
   (ISFNR) abstract deadline (http://www.ut.ee/isfnr/page.php) 

 
October 1  Deadline for proposals for VAF 2009 annual meeting (see p. 6) 
 
October 22-26  American Folklore Society 2008 annual meeting (Theme: “The Commons  
   and the Commonwealth”), Hyatt Regency Hotel, Louisville, Kentucky. For  
   information, see www.afsnet.org/annualmeet/index.cfm 
 
October 30  Registration deadline for AAS conference (see p. 5) 
 
October 31  Deadline for proposals for Sharing Cultures 2009–International Conference  
   on Intangible Heritage (pp. 5-6 ) 
 
December 1  Deadline for international travel stipend proposals to travel to conferences  
   between March 1, 2009, and March 1, 2010 (see Winter 2008 AFSN pp. 4-5) 
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