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AFS Names Berger and Del Negro as Next Journal of American Folklore 
Editors 
 
 At its recent mid-year meeting, the Society’s Executive Board selected Harris M. Berger and 
Giovanna P. Del Negro, both of Texas A&M University, to share the position of Editor of the 
Journal of American Folklore.  Jointly, they will be the 21st editors to serve the Society since William 
Wells Newell first took up the position in 1888.  Their editorial term will run from late 2005, when 
they will succeed current JAF editor Elaine Lawless, to late 2010. 
 Berger received the Ph.D. in folklore and ethnomusicology from Indiana University in 1995, 
and teaches in the Department of Performance Studies.  Del Negro, a 1999 Ph.D. in folklore and 
American studies from Indiana, teaches in the Department of English. 
 In their proposal for the editorship, Berger and Del Negro wrote,  
 

Folklore is distinctive in the academy, we believe, because of its fundamental commitment to 
a populist aesthetic—the idea that all peoples produce expressive culture worthy of scholarly 
examination and that expressivity is a general feature of humanity, not the possession of an 
artistic elect….Our field has a long-standing engagement with issues that are at the center of 
today’s academy—the politics of culture, the aesthetics of everyday life, and the relationship 
between expressive culture and identity.  If given the opportunity to serve as editors, we will 
highlight scholarship that emphasizes these features of the field; further, we will encourage 
research that shows what folklorists have to offer to the current intellectual scene and that 
helps to position our field more solidly at the center of today’s intellectual life.  Our vision of 
editorship is an inclusive one.  While we would emphasize work that would draw 
interdisciplinary attention to folklore, we are sensitive to the diversity of perspectives in our 
field and would make the contents of JAF reflect the full range of its readers’ interests.  
Finally, we would seek a broadly international perspective on folklore and a mix of articles 
that examines the full range of world areas. 
 

They described their vision for the Journal during their editorship as follows: 
 
Though no system for describing folklore articles can perfectly account for all of the 
different kinds of work that go on in our field, we conceptualize submissions to JAF as 
addressing four broad areas–applied folklore, genre studies, studies of geographic or culture 
areas, and theory.  Of course, most articles will involve material from two or more of these 
categories, but we suspect that many will have their thematic center of gravity in one 
category.  As editors, we will seek a balanced representation in the journal of all four 
categories. 



We will highlight articles on genres and world areas that 
have been given less attention in the past and focus on 
the most significant issues in contemporary public sector 
folklore and theory.  Articles on the folklore of Africa, 
Asia, Australia, and the Pacific are under-represented in 
our field, and we will be particularly receptive to work in 
these areas. We will also encourage articles on the 
Muslim world and continue the contemporary emphasis 
on diasporic, immigrant, and ethnic folklore.  Dance, 
foodways, material culture, and folk belief deserve 
greater attention in folklore, and we will be interested in 
work on material culture that explores the interaction of 
folklore and alternative technologies, including topics 
such as recycled art, the straw bale building movement, 
and community radio. 
 
From traditional arts organizations, to museums, parks 
departments, oral history projects, and cultural policy 
groups, folklorists play a key role in public life, and we 
feel that it is critical to have the perspective of public 
sector folklorists represented in the pages of JAF.  We 
will be particularly interested in articles on intellectual 
property rights, the complexities of migrant, diasporic, 
and ethnic communities in public folklore, bilingualism, 
and questions of cultural ownership. We will also 
encourage articles that discuss the relationships between 
folklorists and the media, government, and the legal 
system as they grapple with the politics of ethnicity, race, 
and gender in cultural programs, archival work, 
collection projects, and fund-raising.  
 
Topical or thematic concerns cut across the four 
categories. We will be interested in submissions on 
occupational folklore in a globalized context (including 
the folk expressions of guest workers, migrant labor, 
contract workers, and the contemporary labor 
movement), the folklore of politics (including topics 
such as folklore in political demonstrations, community 
organizing, political performance, and transnational 
political movements), and articles that explore how 
folklore can be used to promote civic engagement, 
tolerance, social justice, public health, and diversity in 
the festival, the classroom, and beyond. 
 
Under Elaine Lawless’s editorship, there has been 
increased attention to gender, and we will continue that 
emphasis; further, we will be particularly interested in 
folklore articles discussing issues of sexual orientation.  
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Finally, we will encourage submissions that show an awareness of time depth in their subject 
matter, including ethnographic work with an historical component and research on past 
historical periods. 
 
Please join with the Executive Board in congratulating Berger and Del Negro on their 

appointment, and please begin thinking of ways that you as contributors can help them realize this 
vision. 

 
Nominating Committee Seeks Candidates 
 

The American Folklore Society 2004 Nominating Committee invites and encourages 
members to submit the names of individuals to be considered as candidates for the AFS Presidency, 
Executive Board, and Nominating Committee in the 2004 AFS election.  The Presidential term runs 
for four years (2005-2008: one year as President-Elect, two years as President, and one year as Past 
President).  Terms for the three seats on the Executive Board and one seat on the Nominating 
Committee open each year run for three years (2005-2007).  The senior member of the Nominating 
Committee will serve as chair during the last year of her/his term. 

Any member of the Society may suggest any other member for nomination.  In selecting its 
initial slate of candidates, the Nominating Committee considers (1) candidates' awareness of the 
issues facing the Society at the present and their expressions of willingness to work with the 
President, the Executive Board, the Executive Director, and the membership in formulating sound 
policies and programs to guide the Society in the coming years; and (2) a slate that is balanced with 
regard to the candidates' geographical distribution, present employment, ethnicity, race, and gender. 

This year's Nominating Committee is Tim Evans (Chair), Yolanda Hood, Sabina Magliocco, 
and AFS Executive Board representative John Dorst.  To suggest the names of potential candidates, 
or for more information, contact Tim Evans at Tim.Evans@wku.edu or 270/745-5897.  The 
deadline for suggestions is May 1, 2004. 

The Committee will announce its initial slate of nominees in the August 2004 AFS News, 
after which members will have the opportunity to add names to that slate by petition.  Candidates 
will appear in a Candidates' Forum as part of the business meeting at the annual meeting in Salt Lake 
City.  The Forum will include brief candidates' statements and opportunities for questions from the 
membership.  Balloting by mail will take place after the 2004 annual meeting and will be completed 
by the end of the calendar year. 

 
AFS Awards International Travel Stipends 
 

The AFS Committee on International Issues announces the awarding of two $500 stipends 
to North Americans traveling abroad to attend scholarly meetings.  The two recipients are Joan 
Saverino, an independent scholar who will be traveling to the International Oral History Association 
meeting in Italy this summer; and Stephanie Smith of the Smithsonian Institution’s Center for 
Folklife and Cultural Heritage, who will be attending the symposium of the Ethnochoreology Group 
of the International Council for Traditional Music, also in Italy. 

We remind the membership of the stipend competition for international scholars wishing to 
come to the AFS meeting this October 13-17 in Salt Lake City.  Application information may be 
found on the AFS 2004 Annual Meeting web page (www.afsnet.org/annualmeet/index.cfm).  We 
urge local members to help publicize the meeting to their international colleagues, to organize panels 
including participants from outside of North America, and to consider organizing site or campus 
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visits to enhance the experience and further support the travel of international scholars.  Preliminary 
queries are strongly encouraged before the April 15 deadline: please contact committee chair 
Dorothy Noyes (noyes.10@osu.edu). 
 
Books Available for Review in JAF 
 

JAF book review editor Patricia Sawin is looking for individuals—public sector folklorists, 
independent scholars, faculty members, and advanced graduate students—to write reviews of 
individual books or review essays on a group of related books.  She has posted a list of the books 
available for review at www.unc.edu/depts/folklore/jafbooks.htm, and she will be periodically 
updating this list.  Please also check this web site for instructions on writing reviews and responses 
to FAQs.  Contact Sawin at jafbooks@unc.edu if you have questions, want to request a book to 
review, or would like to be kept in mind as a reviewer of books on a particular topic. 

 
AFS Datebook 
 
April 15 Online and postmark submission deadline for ALL registration and proposal 

forms, AFS 2004 Annual Meeting, and deadline for applications for Gerald 
L. Davis Fund Travel Grants and Stipends for International Participants 

  (see February 2004 AFS News and www.afsnet.org/annualmeet/index.cfm)  
 
April 26-30 “Among Others: Conflict and Encounter in European and Mediterranean 

Societies” Conference, Marseille (see June 2003 AFS News, p. 2) 
 
May 7-8 Vitas Film and Folklore Festival, University of California, Los Angeles (see 

December 2003 AFS News, p. 5) 
 
June 3-5 Mountain West Symposium on Song, Logan, Utah (see April 2003 AFS 

News, p. 11)  
 
July 21-24 International Society of Contemporary Legend Research conference, 

Aberystwyth, Wales (see December 2003 AFS News, p. 6) 
 
August 15  Deadline for 2004 nominations, Dorothy Howard Prize of the AFS Folklore  
   and Education Section (see December 2003 AFS News, p. 7) 
 
October 13-17 AFS 2004 Annual Meeting, Little America Hotel, Salt Lake City, Utah (see 

February 2004 AFS News, pp. 3-12 and AFS Annual Meeting web page, 
www.afsnet.org/annualmeet/index.cfm) 
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