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AFS Board Discusses the Field’s and Society’s Future 
 
In the late 1990’s, led by then-President Jo Radner, the Executive Board and the membership of the 
Society engaged in a thoroughgoing process of long-range planning for the Society’s future.  The 
document that reported on that planning process began by articulating the following areas of 
endeavor as most critical for the Society: 
 

Education—Education in the broadest sense is the professional activity that unites all AFS 
members.  While the health of our discipline depends on appropriate education and training 
for individuals who wish to function as folklorists in a variety of institutional settings, the 
very existence of our discipline depends upon our ability to reproduce ourselves within an 
academic context. Our practice requires us to be effective teachers, whether our audience is 
in the conventional classroom, among our fellow folklorists, among other professionals with 
whom we collaborate, or within the communities with which we work.  Unfortunately, much 
of the best scholarly thinking accomplished by folklorists is currently presented under the 
umbrella of related, yet distinctly different, disciplines.  That being true, AFS is committed to 
the support of graduate programs in folklore studies and to positioning folklore as a critical 
discipline for the new century and the new millennium.  AFS is strategizing ways to build 
bridges across disciplines and departments, thereby strengthening not only the position of 
folklore studies, but also the academy at large.  At the same time, AFS is making 
contributions in pre-K to 12 curricula, as well as providing essential training in non-academic 
settings to address the Society’s broad commitment to education.  To address issues of the 
digital future, the AFS has entered into cooperative agreements with online publishers and is 
looking toward the most effective way to disseminate the work of its members. 
  
Diversity—Folklorists champion the importance of the coexistence of multiple cultures, yet 
AFS has not fully transformed the culture of our professional Society to express this value.  
Gains that have been made by people of color in education and other cultural arenas are 
now under siege, and our own diversity efforts must be seen within this larger social and 
political context.  AFS will work to bring membership opportunities to scholars who 
represent the diversity of the American population and to ensure that multiple cultures are 
represented not just in our research, but also in our membership and governance.  At the 
same time, the Society will work to establish active collaborations and pluralistic partnerships 
with appropriate scholarly and professional associations to address issues of diversity and 
representation.  
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Transformation—Transformation will emerge out of our responses to these issues and our 
actions to meet the Society’s adopted goals.  To realize this growth, AFS must put 
governance and management structures in place that will enable the Society to enact a 
transformation more fully.   

 
In the six years since this document was published, the Society has moved farther ahead toward the 
goals outlined there for education and diversity.  In order to be able to do so, the Society has actively 
transformed itself by creating its own full-time staff; by taking over the management of its own 
affairs from the American Anthropological Association, which had managed AFS for a quarter-
century; and by becoming much more involved in the creation of, fundraising for, and management 
of special projects and initiatives large and small to benefit the field as a whole.  Throughout these 
years the visioning document just cited has served as a guidepost and a standard for measuring our 
progress. 
 
But planning needs to be a continuous process rather than a one-time endeavor.  In the same spirit 
that motivated the earlier planning process, the present Executive Board of the AFS, aware that the 
time had come for a new look at the present circumstances and future possibilities of the Society 
and field, began this process through a day-long discussion in late April.  What follows is a summary 
of the directions of that discussion, provided as a way to convey the Board’s most recent thinking 
and to invite contributions, comments, and criticism from the membership. 
 
The Board’s April 2006 discussion was shaped by a series of questions:  
 

What would the optimal situation for the field of folklore look like?   
 
Where are we close to, and where are we far away from, that optimal situation?   
 
Where are we strong (assets) and weak (liabilities)?   
 
What are the major challenges and obstacles facing the Society and field?   
 
With which of these challenges or obstacles can we most effectively make a difference, and 
which seem simply intractable?   
 
What issues, tactics, or encounters are most likely to overcome these challenges and 
obstacles and to move us toward the optimal?   
 
Are there examples or models of other fields that have advanced their position in 
comparable ways?   
 
Where can the AFS play a leading role, and where do other “actors” (e.g., university folklore 
programs, individual folklorists, public folklore programs or agencies) need to take the 
leading roles? 
 

By the conclusion of the day, the Board had identified five major areas of highest priority for 
focused effort by the Society.   
 



American Folklore Society News 35:5 3 October 2006  
 

Overarching these five is the idea that the Society needs to focus its attention on centering the field.  
The materials of folklore tend to be characterized by their diversity, and the study of folklore by the 
centrifugal pull of this variety and of the many approaches and methods of the field.  To fulfill its 
leadership role, the Society should provide a complementary, centripetal pull that—inside the field—
focuses and engages our attention on the largest, most critical issues of art, expression, culture, and 
society, and that—in the larger world—positions the field of folklore as a primary humanities and 
social science discipline in scholarship and practice, and positions folklorists as engaged in and able 
to provide unique perspectives on these issues.  
 
Those five areas—all of which interrelate—are: 
 
1.  Engage in an active campaign to improve the standing of folklore in the academy. 
 
2.  Engage more fully in relevant public policy discussions and policy-making processes. 
 
3.  Take better care of our own. 
 
4.  Manage the image of the field more actively and effectively. 
 
5.  Transform the annual meeting. 
 
 
1.  Engage in an active campaign to improve the standing of folklore in the academy. 
 
The place of our field in the academy—where most of us, regardless of where we do our work, 
received and will continue to receive our professional preparation for the field—is undergoing great 
change.  Folklorists are now associated, or are creating alliances, with a wider range of departments 
across the humanities and social sciences (including linguistics, history, area- and time-period studies, 
political science, sociology, and non-English language and literature departments) in addition to 
English and anthropology.  This creates potential opportunities for our field to have greater impact 
on a given campus, but more often than not this breadth of home places works to diminish 
this potential, in both intellectual and practical ways.  
 
Folklorists have seen the long-time hallmarks or keywords of scholarly activity in our fields—ideas 
and theories of tradition, context, performance, heritage, and artistic communication, to name just a 
few—“discovered" (sometimes several times over) and capitalized upon by other humanities and 
social science fields, often without knowledge of and reference to the contributions of people in our 
field to these discourses.  Older-line folklore departments often struggle to maintain or redesign 
their identity and funding, while at other institutions, new centers or coalitions of folklorists are 
emerging into positions of strength, but within a very different academy than that of the 1950s and 
1960s when those older-line departments were formed.  Undergraduate education is one of our 
field’s strong suits—introductory folklore courses offer powerful means to the end of humanistic 
understandings of culture—but we have not yet effectively translated that strength into recruitment 
of a large and diverse body of undergraduates into graduate training in the field.  And the 
connections of folklore with new campus allies (e.g., programs in rhetoric, political science, writing, 
or arts and cultural policy), along with a wider range of opportunities in the public sector, continue 
to make demands for revisions in graduate folklore curricula. 
 



American Folklore Society News 35:5 4 October 2006  
 

Outside the academy, the growth of the public side of our field—which has led to many 
opportunities for folklorists as public humanists in arts, community, cultural, education, 
governmental, and humanities organizations—has not been matched by changes in graduate 
curricula that will more appropriately and effectively prepare young scholars who want to build their 
careers with an emphasis in the public sector.  Academic folklorists who are also doing significant 
work in the public sector often experience difficulties when they present that work as an important 
element of their dossiers for academic tenure, promotion, and retention. 
 
Here again we see the need to re-center the field.  It could be argued that, having critiqued the old 
core curriculum of the field, we have not gone on to revise it effectively, but have let the centrifugal 
pressures prevail, teaching a stimulating but non-cumulative range of topics rather than a discipline.  
This does not mean that we have to agree on a single approach or focus, only that we need to create 
a fuller articulation of the common questions and problems animating us, and to think about how to 
make productive use of our disciplinary history towards that end.  
 
Individual folklore programs also need this sort of countervailing centripetal force.  This also raises 
the troublesome question of quality control and peer review within the field, which are essential to 
any kind of credibility in the current academy.  We need to think about what criteria of quality would 
look like and about how we would impose them without compromising our interest in inclusiveness.  
And, looking forward to the challenge of better managing the image of the field (see #4 below), we 
need to get our own house into better order before we invite the neighbors in to admire it.   
 
If we could design a set of ideal futures for folklore scholarship and teaching in the academy, what 
would they be?  Where are we close to, and far away from, those ideals?  What problems facing 
academic folklore programs are solvable, and which appear intractable?  What strategies are 
university-based folklore programs of all kinds using to move them from their present positions 
toward their ideals?  What strategies seem suggestive but as yet remain untested?  What roles could 
the AFS, and centers of academic and public folklore work, play in this work? 
 
Initial actions:  
 
In May of this year, AFS (with the generous support of the Scholarly Communications program of 
the Andrew W. Mellon Foundation) convened a meeting of representatives from the fields of 
folklore, oral history, and ethnomusicology to discuss the changing place of these three fields in the 
academy.  Representatives from each field (Elliott Oring for folklore) prepared extensive 
background papers tracing the history and present state of each field in the academy.  These papers 
will serve as essential foundational documents for future planning.   
 
Out of this meeting, the group of folklorists present (Meg Brady, Marcia Gaudet, Bill Ivey, Elliott 
Oring, Sandy Rikoon, and Patricia Turner, along with Tim Lloyd and Brent Björkman) arrived at the 
following recommendations for Society action: 
 
* Identify several outstanding university-based folklore programs that are poised to move to the next 
level of development from where they stand today; e.g., a lone folklorist who wants to bring a 
partner onto the faculty, a pair of folklorists working toward developing a program, a program 
wishing to incorporate public humanities preparation directly into its curriculum, a program wishing 
to test new ways of delivering an undergraduate folklore curriculum, a program with plans to create 
alliances with new partners in the humanities or social sciences, a program ready to move from the 
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MA-granting level to departmental status and to offer the PhD.  Working closely with those 
programs, and with an outside funding partner, we will design appropriate means and methods of 
support that AFS can provide to help them take that next step.  These creative institutional 
interventions will also serve as models for other programs in the field.   
 
* To build membership in and increase the diversity of the field, make undergraduate recruitment—
making undergraduates with a number of majors aware of folklore as a graduate field—a focus.  In 
this effort, target in particular the historically black colleges and universities, colleges on the borders 
of the US, and large urban institutions (such as the City University of New York, Temple, or the 
California State University system). 
 
* Carry out a “benchmarking” project to design and communicate objective criteria for the review 
and evaluation of university-based folklore programs. 
 
* Develop a more active and engaged presence for AFS at university-based folklore centers, 
departments, and programs, offering professional development opportunities (see #3 below), 
campus visits by AFS leaders, letters of support and other forms of advocacy, and the like. 
 
 
2.  Engage more fully in relevant public policy discussions and policy-making processes. 
 
For some time, individual folklorists have been involved in research, publication, and advocacy 
activities associated with public policy and public service issues in agriculture, arts and culture, 
community development, education, the environment, health care, intellectual property, and other 
fields.  In more recent years, the AFS itself has taken an active role in the intellectual property 
deliberations of the World Intellectual Property Organization.  In carrying out this work, folklorists 
have begun to make strategic alliances with a variety of other humanities, social science, and 
scientific fields, with practitioners in a variety of disciplines.   
 
Folklorists, because of their training, professional orientations, and skill sets, can make unique 
contributions to the deep understanding of culture and expression in everyday life that is essential 
for the development and implementation of public policy and the accomplishment of public service.  
What are the most effective ways to articulate this argument in public policy and public service 
fields?  In what new fields of public policy and service might future folklorists make a difference?  
What sorts of new thinking and alliances will be necessary for folklorists to engage more deeply and 
significantly in public policy and service arenas?  What roles can the AFS, and centers of academic 
and public folklore work, play in this effort? 
 
Initial actions 
 
For several years, AFS’s most extensive involvement with public policy issues has been through its 
participation in the Intergovernmental Committee on Intellectual Property and Genetic Resources, 
Traditional Knowledge, and Folklore of the World Intellectual Property Organization.  It makes 
sense for us to build on and expand from that experience as we develop ways for AFS to be even 
more actively and effectively engaged in matters of public policy.  Accordingly, we will be convening 
a committee of folklorists with a variety of public policy interests to conceive and propose models 
for the more effective long-term engagement of our field in a number of different public policy and 
public service arenas. 
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3.  Take better care of our own. 
 
AFS continually needs to monitor, and work to anticipate and satisfy, the professional needs of its 
members; e.g., for professional development, for access to resources of all kinds (from travel 
funding and educational materials to scholarly communication opportunities and information on 
new technologies), for useful benefits (such as group insurance packages), and for international 
communication.   
 
Initial actions: 
 
* Continue to add value to membership in the AFS by creating new benefits of membership, based 
in part on the expressed needs of members and opportunities for collaboration with outside 
organizations. 
 
* Develop a program of AFS-produced year-round professional development activities for 
folklorists—at all career levels and in all sectors of professional employment—working in 
collaboration with university-based folklore programs and public folklore centers. [Note: This 
recommendation also came from the May 2006 Mellon Foundation-funded meeting.] 
 
* Propose to the membership a change in the AFS Bylaws that would enable broader representation 
on the Board by giving the Board the authority to name one additional member, representing a 
stakeholder group of any kind that the Board felt was underrepresented on the Board, every three 
years to a full term on the Board. 
 
* Create, in partnership with academic folklore centers, departments, and programs, a database they 
and we can use to track the career trajectories of their students. [Note: This recommendation also 
came from the May 2006 Mellon Foundation-funded meeting.] 
 
* Design ways of retaining the participation of senior folklorists as guides, advisors, counselors, and 
mentors once they retire from active work in the field. 
 
* Build partnerships with relevant outside organizations that will provide opportunities for 
folklorists and will engage our field more deeply in the larger world. 
 
* Create an H-Folk listserv, in collaboration with similar societies worldwide, to foster greater 
international scholarly communication in our field. 
 
 
4.  Manage the image of the field more actively and effectively. 
 
Seen at large scale, the public image of the field of folklore is mixed: positive, colorful and 
celebratory at best; peripheral, harmless, or insignificant at worst.  We know that folklore is a 
primary humanities discipline, comparable in scope and impact to history, literature, and philosophy; 
that we have unique stores of domain knowledge; that we created and articulated a number of 
powerful concepts of art, culture, identify, and expression; that folklorists are on the front lines of 
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scholarship and practice in a number of critical fields; and that folklore is one of the best means 
through which students at all levels can explore humanistic approaches to culture. 
 
We need to develop effective ways to communicate the richness of our field, and of the cultural 
worlds with which and the people with whom we engage.  We need to become more active in 
making statements about critical contemporary culture issues.  We need a means of rapid response, 
using the intellectual capital of folklorists, to issues of the day.  What distinct domain-related tropes 
can we provide to the public conversation? What are the stories of situations in the last two decades 
in which a folklorist made a difference?  What can we do to increase in public discourse the 
emphasis placed on the (re-)humanizing presence of real people?  How can we build strategic 
alliances with strong and effective institutional partners that will help us tell the stories we want to 
tell?  
 
Initial actions:  
 
* Create a plan and identify a funding partner that will develop within the AFS executive office the 
capability—realized through a strong marketing plan—to actively and effectively promote and 
manage the image of the field in the academy, in the public policy community, and among the 
general public.  [Note: This recommendation also came from the May 2006 Mellon Foundation-
funded meeting.] 
 
 
5. Transform the annual meeting. 
 
Our annual meeting—to return again to the theme of center and periphery—tends to foreground 
the diversity of subjects, approaches, and interests of the field, which can lead to an overemphasis 
on breadth at the expense of depth.  In order to make the most of the collective intellectual and 
professional capital that is brought together under one roof at the meeting, and to nurture the most 
stimulating and lasting collective experience for meeting participants, we need to find ways of 
building a complementary centrality, focus, and depth into our meetings. 
 
We need to design ways of organizing the meeting program that will allow individuals the level of 
participation they need to generate travel money from their institutions, and at the same time will 
create greater opportunity (e.g., through fewer, more focused sessions and greater time for 
discussion) for serious engagement among meeting participants on issues central to the field. 
 
We also need to give strong consideration to AFS sponsorship of sessions at other appropriate 
meetings, and to AFS production, with other local sponsors, of smaller, more focused, special-topic 
meetings at other times of year.  These sessions and meetings can help advance many of the other 
themes and initiatives discussed here. 
 
In all this work we need to draw on the experience and most successful practices of other societies 
and fields. 
 
Initial actions: 
 
* Convene a committee, with representation from throughout the field, to examine the content, 
structure, and process of the present annual meeting and to make recommendations for change to 
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the membership and the Executive Board.  Begin putting those changes into place at the 2008 and 
2009 annual meetings in Louisville and Boise (planning for the 2007 annual meeting, a joint 
gathering with the Association canadienne d’ethnologie et de folklore/Folklore Studies Association 
of Canada, is already well underway).  
  
Next Steps In the Planning Process 
 
In addition to the actions described above, the AFS and the Fund for Folk Culture (supported by 
funding from the Folk and Traditional Arts Program of the National Endowment for the Arts) will 
convene a one-day participatory symposium, “Folklore’s Futures: Scholarship and Practice,” on 
Wednesday, October 18, 2006, the opening day of the AFS’s 118th annual meeting in Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin.   
 
All 600+ registrants for the annual meeting have been invited to attend the symposium’s three 
conversation sessions: “Folklore, Policy, and Public Service,” “Strategies for Strengthening Folklore 
Programs in Academe,” and “Professional Preparation for the Future of Folklore Practice and 
Scholarship.”  Each hour-long moderated conversation among 5-8 participants will be followed by 
an hour of discussion with the audience on the conversation topic.  The AFS and the Fund have 
arranged for the preparation of a written report on, and for the video documentation of, the 
symposium. 
 
This symposium, along with the AFS Executive Board’s April 2006 planning discussion and the 
Andrew W. Mellon Foundation-funded meeting at Vanderbilt in May 2006, as well as a second 
Board discussion in October 2006, together constitute the first phase of our planning process.  The 
second phase, which will run until approximately January 1, 2008, will incorporate dialogue with 
recent Society and field leaders and with the membership at large concerning goals for the process, 
as well as work on the initial actions outlined here, including the identification of a funding partner 
for several of these actions. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Agnes Halsey Jones 
 
Agnes Halsey Jones, 91, formerly of Cooperstown, died Monday May 1st in Haverford, 
Pennsylvania. The daughter of the late Charles B. and Agnes Durant Halsey, she was a 
graduate of the Brearley School and Bryn Mawr College. Following an early marriage to James 
Flexner, Aggie was married to the late Louis C. Jones for 37 years and collaborated with him closely 
in his work as a historian of American folklore, folk life and folk art. She and Lou 
traveled throughout the United States and Canada collecting folk art, some of which became part of 
collections of the Fenimore Art Museum in Cooperstown, and she authored the catalogs for several 
exhibitions of folk art and early New York artists. She was also a fixture at the Cooperstown 
Graduate Program, a renowned training program for museum professionals founded by Lou, and 
for a time was the only woman on its Admissions Committee. An opera buff, Aggie studied voice at 
the Academy of Vocal Arts in Philadelphia and was a founding trustee of the Glimmerglass Opera. 
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She was also an avid kayaker and was active in the Kayak & Canoe Club of Cooperstown for many 
years. She was predeceased by her brothers, Bryant and John. She is survived by her sister, 
Elizabeth; her stepchildren, Carol Loomis, Peter Jones and David Jones, their children and 
grandchildren; and several nieces and nephews. She also leaves behind generations of graduate 
students who loved her. 
 
State Library and Archives of Florida Honored by Society of American 
Archivists 
 
The State Library and Archives of Florida’s Florida Folklife Digitization and Education Project 
received the Society of American Archivists’ Philip M. Hamer and Elizabeth Hamer Kegan Award 
in recognition of its outstanding promotion of the Florida Folklife Collection. The award, which 
recognizes individuals or institutions that have increased public awareness of archival documents for 
education, instructional, or other public purpose, was presented during a ceremony on August 4, 
2006, at the Joint Annual Meeting of the Society of American Archivists, Council of State Archivists, 
and the National Association of Government Archives and Records Administrators in Washington, 
D.C., at the Washington Hilton Hotel.  
 
The Florida Folklife Collection documents the folk arts, crafts, customs, traditions, games, music 
and dance of many of Florida’s cultural communities. The 150-cubic-foot collection, when acquired 
by the State Library and Archives of Florida, was unusable and at risk of loss through deterioration. 
The creation of an online resource involved providing an index that afforded item-level access to 
approximately 50,000 images and 6,000 audio recordings. The project, in addition to creating a 
widely-accessible finding aid for the collection, identified materials in need of preservation 
treatment, created catalog records for 10,000 of the most significant and representative indexed 
images, created five educational units for use in the Florida school system using digitized primary 
source materials from the Folklife Collection, and produced two collected music samplers (free and 
available in CD and online) and a collection of post-cards.  To support this work, a strong web 
presence was created for all aspects of the collection, including links to the Florida Memory Website. 
 
As one nominator wrote, “From music CDs to an enlarged web presence, to a more prominent role 
in the Florida historical, library and educational communities, the Florida Folklife Digitization and 
Education Project has changed how the general public, and staff, see the State Library and Archives 
and its role in Florida’s life.”   
 
The Hamer Kegan Award was established in 1973 and is named for two SAA Fellows and former 
presidents. Previous recipients include the Survivors of the Shoah Visual History Foundation, 
Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission, the New York State Archives Partnership Trust, 
Vermont State Archives, Jeffrey D. Marshall for his book A War of the People: Vermont Civil War 
Letters, the American Heritage Center at University of Wyoming, and the New York Public Library. 

 
Founded in 1936, the Society of American Archivists is North America’s oldest and largest national archival 
professional association. SAA’s mission is to serve the educational and informational needs of more than 4,600 
individual and institutional members and to provide leadership to ensure the identification, preservation, and use of 
records of historical value. For more information, visit www.archivists.org. 
 
 



American Folklore Society News 35:5 10 October 2006  
 

Position Announcement 
 
Assistant Professor of English -- West Virginia University -- West Virginia English Education: 
Assistant Professor of English, specialization in English Education, tenure-track, beginning August 
16, 2007. Teach courses in adolescent/children's literature, advanced expository writing, other 
English courses to support education track within English B.A., and graduate courses in field of 
specialization. Desirable secondary fields include linguistics, folklore, Appalachian studies. 
Responsibilities include mentoring English education students, pursuing funding opportunities. We 
seek an individual with experience in/commitment to creating innovative partnerships between the 
Department of English and pre-service and in-service language arts teachers. Requirements: Ph.D. in 
English or allied discipline; demonstrated achievement in research; evidence of effective teaching; 
potential to secure external funding. Please send letter of application, curriculum vitae, three letters 
of recommendation, and writing sample (no more than 25 pp.) to: Timothy Sweet, English  
Education Search Committee, Department of English, P.O. Box 6296, West Virginia University, 
Morgantown, West Virginia 26506-6296. Applications will be considered until position is filled; 
review begins November 6, 2006. For information on the Department, please visit our Website: 
http://english.wvu.edu/. WVU is an equal opportunity, affirmative action employer. 
 
 
Meeting News  
 
 
Louisiana Folklore Society Meeting 
March 9-10, 2007 
Louisiana State University, Baton Rouge 
 
The Louisiana Folklore Society is seeking papers that deal with the emergence of community, 
carnival, and expressive culture in Louisiana in the re-building of the region.   For this meeting 
entitled, Community, Culture, and Carnival: Emerging and Lasting Traditions, the society is particularly 
interested in receiving papers and presentation ideas that deal with carnival, in its many 
manifestations, across the state, nation, and in global contexts.  As Louisiana and the South 
represent historically entrenched trans-national zones of encounter, we also invite papers that deal 
with the larger issues of Caribbean connections and Atlantic cultures as expressed in the many 
aspects of the cultural production of carnival. Areas of focus especially welcome are studies dealing 
with broad understandings of the intersection of music, regionalism, and spirituality in the 
performance of carnival in the Atlantic World. The keynote speakers at the meeting are Roger 
Abrahams and Nick Spitzer, co-authors of Blues for New Orleans: Mardi Gras and America’s Creole Soul, 
University of Pennsylvania Press, 2006. 
 
Please submit 250-word abstracts via e-mail to, solimar@lsu.edu, by December 15th, 2006.   

Ethnomusicology in the World: Building on the Laura Boulton Legacy 
April 13-14, 2007 
Indiana University, Bloomington, Indiana 

For nearly a half-century, from the 1920s to the 1970s, Laura Boulton recorded music quite literally 
all over the world.  The geographical range and historical depth, not to mention the sheer volume of 
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recordings, represented in the Laura Boulton Collection at the Archives of Traditional Music* 
astounds many ethnomusicologists today.  Boulton published little, instead preferring public lectures 
and commercial recordings as her primary means of presenting the results of her field research.  
Boulton’s primary contributions, then, were as a documenter of the world’s musical traditions and as 
a presenter of these traditions to a broad American public.  From today’s perspective, Boulton can 
be viewed as an early purveyor of public sector and/or applied ethnomusicology, indeed, even as a 
popularizer of musical traditions around the world which were, during her era, little known in the 
general public.  

 In what ways do contemporary ethnomusicologists build upon Boulton’s legacy?  The first day of 
this conference will feature invited speakers who have worked with or conducted research using the 
Laura Boulton Collection.  The second day will feature papers selected from this call for abstracts.  
Outreach, community collaboration, issues surrounding the documentation of traditions, forms of 
representation or publication designed for mass audiences—these are just some of the themes that 
papers might consider.  The conference will be held at the Archives of Traditional Music on the 
campus of Indiana University. 

 Presentations during the second day will be forty minutes in length followed by twenty minutes for 
discussion.   Abstracts should be 250 words or less and sent via email to Daniel Reed, Director, 
Archives of Traditional Music, at reedd@indiana.edu by November. 15, 2006. This conference is 
made possible by a grant from the Laura Boulton Foundation. 

*Boulton recordings are also held in a number of other institutions, including Columbia 
University, the Smithsonian, the Library of Congress and the Harvard Archive of World Music. 

The International Association for the Study of Popular Music (IASPM) Canada and IASPM-
US 2007 Joint Conference: Boundaries, Blockades and Bridges 
April 26-29, 2007 
Northeastern University, Boston, Massachusetts 

Popular music has always maintained a dialogue with political and social developments, raising 
awareness, spurring debate, and even directing events throughout history. To many minds, it is this 
active and engaged role that makes popular music vital and worthy of serious study. The 2007 
special joint meeting of IASPM Canada and IASPM-US hinges on ideas of boundaries, blockades 
and bridges. The conference programme committee invites proposals relating to these themes, as 
well as proposals for papers, panels, or roundtables on any aspect of popular music. 

Possible paper topics might address questions such as the following: 

• In an age of national, international, and global crises, what roles do (or can) popular musics 
play? 

• What role does music play in breaking down borders, and in reinforcing them? 
• Do genre categories such as "world music" enable musicians or ghettoize them? 
• When a classical recording sells in the multi millions, does it become popular music? 
• How does popular music provide a bridge between online and off-line communities?  
• Do History of Rock'n'Roll classes mean that popular music has at last arrived in the 

academic world, or do these classes serve merely to fund the study of "serious" music? 
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• Even within the world of popular music scholarship, are some genres considered more 
worthy than others?  

Proposals must be submitted online. Proposals for individual papers and roundtables should be no 
longer than 300 words. Proposals for panels should include an abstract of no more than 300 words 
for the panel as a whole, as well as abstracts of no more than 300 words for each paper proposed for 
the panel. The program committee reserves the right to accept a panel but reject an individual paper 
on that panel. Deadline for submissions is 11:59 PST November 1, 2006. 

For questions about the conference, contact Jacqueline Warwick, Program Committee Chair, at 
2007conference@iaspm-us.net. 

 
AFS Datebook 
 
2006 
 
October 9 Deadline for proposals, SIEF Working Group on the Ritual Year 

Conference, Straznice, Czech Republic (see June 2006 AFSN, p. 4) 
 
October 18-22 AFS 2006 Annual Meeting, Hyatt Regency Milwaukee, Milwaukee, Wisconsin 

(For information, see www.afsnet.org/annualmeet/index.cfm) 
 
November 1 Deadline for submissions, Jewish Cultural Studies- Jews at Home: The 

Domestication of Identity (see April 2006 AFSN, p. 2) 
 
November 9-10 Folklore Conference and Annual Meeting of the Hoosier Folklore Society, 

Indiana State University, Terre Haute, Indiana (see August 2006 AFSN p. 4 ) 
 
2007 
 
March 9-10, 2007 Louisiana Folklore Society Meeting, Louisiana State University, Baton Rouge, 

Louisiana (see page. 10) 
 
March 16, 2007  African-American Miners and the Coal Culture Conference, The 

Pennsylvania State University's Fayette Campus, Uniontown, Pennsylvania 
(see August 2006 AFSN p. 5 ) 

 
April 13-14, 2007 Ethnomusicology in the World Conference, Indiana University, 

Bloomington, Indiana (See p. 10) 
 
April 20-22, 2007 Folklorists in the South Retreat, 20th Anniversary, Palm Key Resort, 

Ridgeland, South Carolina  
 
April 26-29, 2007 IASPM Canada and IASPM-US 2007 Joint Conference, Northeastern 

University, Boston, Massachusetts (see p. 11)  
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