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AFS 2002 Elec t ion Resul t s  
 

In the 2002 election balloting, the following members were elected to AFS office: 
 
   President-Elect  Michael Owen Jones, University of California, Los Angeles 
 
   Executive Board Carole Carpenter, York University, Toronto 
   John Dorst, University of Wyoming, Laramie 
   William H. Wiggins, Jr., Indiana University, Bloomington 
 
   Nominating Committee Yolanda Hood, University of North Carolina, Asheville 
 

453 AFS members, representing an 11% increase over the 2001 election and approximately 
39% of the total membership, cast ballots in the election.  Our thanks go to all of the 2002 
candidates for their willingness to serve the Society, and to the 2002 Nominating Committee (Paddy 
Bowman, chair; Lesley Williams, Tim Evans, and Simon Bronner) for their work to identify 
candidates and prepare a slate.  The next issue of AFS News in April will contain information for the 
2003 election. 

 
 

Socie ty  Adopts  Human Subjec ts  Pos i t ion Statement 
 

In January 2003, the Society’s Executive Board approved a position statement regarding 
universities’ policies on research with human subjects and the institutional review board procedures 
universities have established to oversee the conduct of faculty and student research.  The statement 
itemizes the reasons why human subjects approval procedures based on a bio-medical research 
model are inappropriate for ethnographic research, and demonstrates that most folklore research is 
in line with Federal human subjects regulations.   

To read or download the text of this statement, drafted by Executive Board member Elliott 
Oring, please go to www.afsnet.org/aboutAFS/positionstatement.cfm. 
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Kenneth Goldste in Award Nominat ion 
Deadl ine i s  February 15   
 

In 2003, the AFS will award the first Kenneth 
Goldstein Award for Lifetime Academic Leadership in 
Folklore.  The award will recognize outstanding abilities 
and achievement by a living scholar in academic leadership 
relating to folklore.  “Academic leadership” includes 
folklore program development, organizational and center 
development, teaching, and advising.  The award is named 
for the late Kenneth Goldstein, the chair of and for many 
years the guiding force behind the Department of Folklore 
and Folklife at the University of Pennsylvania.  The 
awardee will be honored at the American Folklore Society 
2003 annual meeting in Albuquerque, and given a plaque 
and lifetime membership in the American Folklore 
Society.  

To nominate a candidate for the award, submit 
four copies of a cover letter and supporting materials 
detailing the rationale for putting forward the candidate's 
name no later than February 15, 2003, to Timothy Lloyd, 
Executive Director, American Folklore Society, Mershon 
Center, Ohio State University, 1501 Neil Avenue, 
Columbus, OH 43201-2602 USA.  Supporting materials 
should include a CV or list of program, advising, and 
teaching positions; university and professional service; 
publications and other scholarly productions; degrees; and 
awards, grants, and honors.  Other materials in the 
nominating package (which should total no more than 25 
pages) may include letters from colleagues, former and 
current students; syllabi and course descriptions; press 
materials on the program and candidate; or other evidence 
that speaks to the nominee’s excellence in program 
development, leadership, teaching, and advising.  

 

Milwaukee to  Host  AFS 2006 Annual 
Meet ing 

The AFS 2006 annual meeting will be held on 
October 18-22 at the Hyatt Regency Milwaukee, the host 
hotel of the 1994 AFS annual meeting.  Other future 
annual meeting dates and sites are: (2004) October 13-17, 
Little America Hotel, Salt Lake City, Utah, and (2005) 
October 19-23, Renaissance Hotel, Atlanta, Georgia.  The 
Society is now beginning research into sites in the 

northeast for the 2007 annual meeting. 
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AFS 2003 Annual  Meet ing Invi ta t ion for  Part i c ipat ion 

 
Folk Culture and the Public Domain is the theme for the American Folklore Society’s 115th 

annual meeting, to be held at the Hyatt Regency in Albuquerque, New Mexico, on October 8-12, 
2003.   

The 2003 Annual Meeting Committee (Betsy Peterson and Claude Stephenson, co-chairs; 
Andrew Connors, Miguel Gandert, Joyce Ice, Enrique Lamadrid, Kathleen Manley, Ann Paden,  
Wade Patterson, and Marta Weigle) encourages proposals for individual papers, panels, forums, 
poster presentations and sessions, roundtables, professional development workshops and seminars, 
electronic seminars, film and video presentations, special events, and other presentations on all 
aspects of folklore, especially those addressing this year's theme. 

In academic and public discourse we hear increasing reference made to “the public domain,” 
“the cultural commons,” and other phrases describing the tangible and intangible assets a people 
share and own together as a community, group, or nation.  This commonwealth may include 
material, natural, or cultural resources as well as the real and metaphorical public spaces that enable 
groups to connect socially, politically, and culturally.  The discipline of folklore—not only its subject 
matter and intellectual history but also its professional practice in academic and applied settings—
has much to contribute to this discussion. 

This theme allows for panels and forums (and related activities) that can focus on a broad 
range of topics: the ethical and legal dimensions of intellectual property in relation to traditional 
culture and knowledge; genres of public display, performance, and representation, including festival, 
ritual, and procession; genres of commemoration and contestation; folk memory and public history; 
and theory and practice related to the professional practice of folklore in the public sphere.  New 
Mexico, with its long history of diverse cultures that have adopted and interwoven facets of each 
other’s traditions, provides a unique and appropriate context for exploration of this evocative theme. 

In order to continue the trend begun at the AFS 2001 annual meeting in Anchorage, we 
encourage session organizers to include international participants, community scholars, tradition 
bearers, and colleagues from other disciplines as equal participants.  Through such mutual 
engagement, we create new ways of working with communities and extend intersections with related 
disciplines.  The Annual Meeting Committee will actively seek the involvement and participation of 
Hispanic and Native American communities during the conference. 

A series of professional development sessions, roundtable discussions, and presentations 
examining diverse academic and applied career paths and opportunities for folklorists will be of 
particular interest to graduate students and young professionals at the 2003 Albuquerque meeting.  
These sessions are being organized by the Society and the Fund for Folk Culture, and are supported 
in part by the National Endowment for the Arts. 

The 2003 annual meeting will draw extensively from the cultural, historical, and intellectual 
resources of Albuquerque and New Mexico.  Long before the Coronado Expedition claimed the 
American Southwest for Spain, this area was home to some of the most advanced civilizations in the 
New World.  Their Pueblo descendants still maintain traditions that date from long before the 
conquest.  Albuquerque and the surrounding area are rich in organizations highlighting the Native 
American and Spanish Colonial influences on the Southwest. 

During the conference, the National Hispanic Cultural Center, located just south of the 
conference site, will host an evening reception for AFS members, opening its archives and library, 
art museum, and performing arts facilities, which offer an unparalleled showcase for Hispanic 
traditions.  The University of New Mexico's Center for Southwest Research, home to the John D. 
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Robb Archive of Southwestern Music, will organize an afternoon tour of their facilities.  Other sites, 
including the Indian Pueblo Cultural Center, some of the surrounding Pueblos, and the Albuquerque 
Museum and Casa San Isidro in nearby Corrales, both of which display the Spanish Colonial 
influence on the area, will be open during the time of the meeting.   A Saturday night dinner and a 
separately ticketed dance to follow will provide the opportunity for you to experience and enjoy 
genuine New Mexican food and music. 

The Annual Meeting Committee is planning pre-conference tours to Santa Fe to visit the 
Museum of International Folk Art, the Museum of Indian Art and Culture, and the Palace of the 
Governors.  Another tour will visit Acoma Pueblo, also known as Sky City, west of Albuquerque.  
Details and registration forms for all annual meeting tours and special events will be published on 
the AFS web site in August and in the August issue of AFS News. 
 
1.   General  In formation and Deadl ines  
 
Proposal Deadline: The online and postmark deadline for submission of all proposal materials for 
the AFS 2003 annual meeting is April 15, 2003.  You must send us all proposal materials so that we 
receive them online or so that they are postmarked by this date.  We will reject submissions not 
received online or postmarked by April 15, 2003, as well as proposals that do not contain all 
necessary materials at the time of the deadline. 

 
Registration Fees:  We will reject all submissions that do not include payment of registration fees, with the 
exception of submissions from scholars residing outside the United States or Canada, who can defer 
their payment until the time of the meeting by checking the box on their Annual Meeting 
Registration Form.  All presenters in pre-organized sessions must submit an advance registration fee 
by the April 15, 2003 deadline.  If a paper has two authors, only the presenter need submit a 
registration fee by this deadline.   

For applications submitted online, AFS provides a secure registration page to safely process 
credit card information.  (AFS accepts MasterCard and VISA only.)   

If you are submitting your materials by mail, you may pay by Master Card or Visa or by a 
check in US dollars made payable to the American Folklore Society.  If paying by check, please 
attach your check(s) with a paperclip and include a photocopy of the check(s).   

If you notify us by August 1, 2003 that you are unable to attend the annual meeting, we will 
send you a full refund (or credit a refund if you submitted your original proposal electronically).  We 
cannot issue refunds after this date. 

Members and nonmembers of the Society who plan to attend the annual meeting but who 
will not be making presentations need not submit their registration fees by the April 15 deadline.  
General registration information, including arrangements for tours and other events, will appear in 
the August 2003 issue of AFS News and on the AFS web site.   
 
Who May Submit: Both AFS members and non-members may make proposals for presentations, 
but non-members pay the higher registration fees noted on the Annual Meeting Registration Form. 

 
Submitting Proposals Online: We encourage you to make your proposal online through the AFS 
web site (www.afsnet.org/annualmeet), which will increase our efficiency in processing proposals 
and our accuracy in preparing and publishing the final program for the meeting.   
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Submitting Proposals by Mail: If you do not have web access or if you are proposing a film or 
videotape screening (see the “Film and Video Presentations” section below), send your hard-copy 
proposal through the mail to the Society’s executive office (AFS 2003 Annual Meeting, Mershon 
Center, Ohio State University, 1501 Neil Avenue, Columbus, OH 43201-2602 USA).  Submit two 
copies of all forms and attachments.  Your mailing must be postmarked by April 15, 2003.   

Complete your hard-copy proposal by using the forms provided in the printed version of the 
February 2003 AFS News, or by finding the submission forms (plain-text or PDF version) provided 
on the AFS web site (www.afsnet.org/annualmeet), printing them, and typing the requested 
information directly on the form.  Please attach your registration fee payment check(s) with a 
paperclip and include a photocopy of your check(s).  Mail all forms, abstracts, and checks together 
to the address above.  Please include four mailing labels with your preferred mailing address for 
meeting correspondence. 

Panel and forum chairs who are mailing in their materials need to submit a collated packet 
containing registration forms, payments, submission cover sheets, and abstracts for all of the 
participants in their proposed session by the April 15, 2003 deadline. 
 
Notifications of Acceptance: We will mail or e-mail you notification of acceptance for the annual 
meeting program by June 16, 2003. 

 
Preliminary Program Schedule and Deadline for Changes and Corrections: We will post a 
preliminary version of the 2003 annual meeting program schedule on the AFS web site 
(www.afsnet.org/annualmeet) by June 30, 2003.  Please review this schedule carefully.  To be 
incorporated into the final annual meeting program, we must receive all your requests for changes 
and all corrections in this program by July 18, 2003.  We will try to accommodate the changes you 
request before July 18, but we cannot guarantee such accommodation. 
 
No-shows:  No-shows are conspicuous in their absence.  They inconvenience the chair, discussant, 
and fellow panelists, as well as those attending the session.  AFS defines a no-show as someone 
who: (1) is not physically present at her/his session at the annual meeting; (2) has not notified AFS 
in advance that s/he cannot attend the meeting; and (3) has not submitted a paper to be read by the 
panel chair or another person at the meeting.  No-shows will not be considered for the following 
year’s program.  Those who notify AFS in advance or submit a paper to be read at their session will 
not be penalized. 
 
2.   Annual Meet ing Pol i c i e s  
   
Significance:  We give priority to presentations and sessions that use folklore materials and 
perspectives to illuminate larger questions about human cultural expression.  Long abstracts for all 
individual presentations and sessions are expected to answer the “So What?” question: Beyond 
exploring a specific topic, how will this presentation or session contribute to a deeper understanding 
of larger issues of scholarship and practice in the field of folklore, or in other fields of the arts, 
humanities, or social sciences? 
 
Computer-Based Presentations:  We encourage annual meeting participants to make creative use 
of new electronic media to document and present folklore and traditional culture.  At the same time, 
we have seen the costs of providing computer and LCD projection equipment for annual meeting 
presentations rise astronomically.  To support the presentation of work in new media while keeping 
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annual meeting costs manageable, the Society has adopted several new policies regarding computer-
based presentations: 
 

• Annual meeting presenters should use computers only to present innovative combinations 
of text, audio, and visual images.  Presenters who want to present standard displays of text, 
audio, and/or visual images should use the more economical and equally effective 
alternatives of (respectively) overhead projector or printed handouts, cassette recorder or 
CD player, or slide projector or VCR.   

 
• All annual meeting presenters using computers must bring their own portable computer for 

use at the meeting.  AFS will not provide computers to annual meeting presenters. 
 

• AFS will provide standard video monitors and S-video cables, rather than LCD projectors 
and screens, to presenters using computers in their presentations.  Please be certain your 
portable computer accepts or has an adapter for an S-video cable, and familiarize yourself 
with this form of image projection before coming to the meeting. 

 
• We strongly encourage annual meeting presenters using computers to test their 

presentations—either at home, in their meeting room before their session, or both—to 
minimize the possibility and impact of hardware or software errors. 

 
• AFS will be contracting with an audio-visual company to provide media equipment for the 

annual meeting.  Personnel from that company will be available on site to assist you with 
immediate problems related to the performance of their company’s equipment.  They are not 
there to provide general technical support or tutorials on hardware or software to you.  You 
are responsible for coming to the annual meeting already knowing what you need to know to 
make your computer-based presentation successful, just as you are with a presentation 
involving other technologies. 

 
• Consonant with its other audio-visual policies, AFS will not accept changes in computer 

equipment requests after the submission deadline of April 15, 2003. 
 
Number of Presentations:  You may appear only once as a presenter in regular panel and forum 
sessions.  You may also serve in one other capacity, in another panel or session; e.g., as a chair, 
discussant, or roundtable facilitator.   Presentations in professional development workshops are 
exempt from this rule. 

 
3.   Annual Meet ing Presentat ions ,  Proposals ,  and Required Mater ia ls  
 
There are new forms and procedures for this year.  Please read the appropriate sections 
below, and Section 2 above, carefully before preparing your proposal. 
 
Papers:  We will accept proposals for papers on any focused topic that relates to folklore.  Each 
paper presentation should be no longer than 20 minutes (8-9 typed, double-spaced pages).  Chairs 
will strictly enforce the 20-minute limit.    
 Required Materials: Each proposal for a paper must include:  

1.  A completed Annual Meeting Registration Form 
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2.  The appropriate registration fee (MasterCard, Visa, or (mail only) check or money order) 
3.  A completed Individual Proposal Form, including both short and long abstracts 
 
The short abstract of 75-100 words is for publication in the final program.  The long abstract 

of 300-500 words is for evaluation, and must demonstrate: (a) a clear thesis or analytical statement; 
(b) a coherent argument; (c) familiarity with previous research; and (d) the paper’s contribution to a 
deeper understanding of larger issues of scholarship and practice in the field of folklore, or in other 
fields of the arts, humanities, or social sciences.  The Individual Proposal Form gives the format 
requirements for short and long abstracts. 

We will evaluate all papers blind on the basis of the long abstract.  We will return abstracts 
for papers judged weak or unclear for suggested revision.  To be reconsidered, we must receive your 
re-submission by May 31, 2003; we will reject revised proposals received after this deadline.   
 
 
Panels:  Regular sessions are generally scheduled within 1-hour-and-45-minute (105-minute) time 
blocks.  Organized panels usually consist of 15- to 20-minute presentations, with a short 
introduction by the chair and closing remarks by the discussant, if one is included among the 
panelists.  Please try to have papers distributed in advance to the members of the panel, including 
any discussants.  We will make every effort to schedule your papers (and possible discussant) to 
accommodate at least ten minutes of general audience discussion at the end of the panel to facilitate 
intellectual give-and-take. 
 Required Materials: Each proposal for a panel must include: 

1.  All participants in the panel must submit all the materials for their individual presentation 
listed above under “Papers.”  (Discussants need submit only items 1-2 under “Papers.”)  Individuals 
can submit these materials online, or can mail them to the panel chair before the deadline, so the 
chair can mail all panel materials by the deadline. 

2.  The panel chair must also submit her/his Annual Meeting Registration Form, the 
appropriate registration fee, and a completed Session Proposal Form, including both short and long 
abstracts. 

 
The short abstract of 75-100 words is for publication in the final program.  The long abstract 

of 300-500 words is for evaluation, and must demonstrate: (a) a clear thesis or analytical statement; 
(b) a coherent argument; (c) familiarity with previous research; and (d) the panel’s contribution to a 
deeper understanding of larger issues of scholarship and practice in the field of folklore, or in other 
fields of the arts, humanities, or social sciences.  The Session Proposal Form gives the format 
requirements for short and long abstracts. 

Panel proposals submitted by mail should also include four mailing labels with the 
organizer’s preferred address for meeting correspondence. 

We will send acceptance notices to the panel’s chair, in addition to the acceptance notices 
sent to all presenters for accepted proposals, whether submitted online or by mail. 

If the rejection of some abstracts for a panel brings the number of presentations below four, 
we may suggest an addition of an appropriate, separately submitted, paper to the panel.   
  
 
Forums:  Forums are informal discussions organized around a specific subject, issue, theme, or 
regional topic.   Forums must include at least four participants, and should be designed for extensive 
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interaction among the panel and audience.  While not intended as paper sessions, forums may 
include brief (5-10 minute) prepared presentations.  
 Required Materials: Each proposal for a forum must include: 

1.  All participants in the forum must submit all the materials for their own presentations 
listed above under “Papers,” except that forum participants do not have to provide short or long 
abstracts as part of their Individual Proposal Forms.  Individuals can submit these materials online, 
or can mail them to the forum organizer before the deadline, so the chair can mail all forum 
materials by the deadline. 

2.  The forum organizer must also submit her/his Annual Meeting Registration Form, the 
appropriate registration fee, and a completed Session Proposal Form, including both short and long 
abstracts. 

 
The short abstract of 75-100 words is for publication in the final program.  The long abstract 

of 300-500 words is for evaluation, and must demonstrate: (a) a clear thesis or analytical statement; 
(b) a coherent argument; (c) familiarity with previous research; and (d) the forum’s contribution to a 
deeper understanding of larger issues of scholarship and practice in the field of folklore, or in other 
fields of the arts, humanities, or social sciences.  The Session Proposal Form gives the format 
requirements for short and long abstracts. 

Forum proposals submitted by mail should also include four mailing labels with the 
organizer’s preferred address for meeting correspondence. 

We will send acceptance notices to the forum’s chair, in addition to the acceptance notices 
sent to all presenters for accepted proposals, whether submitted online or by mail. 

 
 
Poster Presentations and Sessions: Poster presentations and sessions provide an accessible and 
congenial format for graphic presentation of issues, results of field research, public and applied 
folklore projects, and works-in-progress.  Poster sessions are customarily marked by lively and 
informal discussion between the presenter and individuals viewing the posters.  Presenters typically 
post graphic materials (photographs, publications, maps, diagrams, etc.) on a display board along 
with textual summaries of their work.  These posters remain in place for a standard panel-length 
time block. 
 Required Materials: Same as for “Papers” of “Panels” above, depending upon whether 
you are proposing an individual poster presentation or a pre-organized poster session. 
 
 
Roundtables:  We encourage proposals for lunchtime brown-bag roundtable discussions of specific 
topics, facilitated by one or two named facilitators.  Take-out food will be available at the hotel and 
nearby.   
 Required Materials: Same as for “Forums” above, except that long abstracts are not 
required for roundtables.   

 
 
Professional Development Workshops and Seminars: Through professional development 
workshops and seminars, participants are afforded opportunities to learn new professional practices 
and discuss relevant issues in a highly focused manner.  These programs may be half-day or full-day 
activities.  The fees of presenters and instructors can be defrayed by charging a workshop and 
seminar fee, or by a Section’s financial support.  Presenters and instructors can also choose to 
donate their expertise and services.  The workshop or seminar organizer should set a minimum and 
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maximum number of participants.  September 5, 2003 is the cut-off date for workshop and seminar 
registrations. 
 Required Materials: Each proposal for a professional development workshop or seminar 
must include:  

1.  A completed annual meeting registration form for the workshop or seminar organizer 
2.  The appropriate registration fee (MasterCard, Visa, or (mail only) check) for the organizer 
3.  A completed Session Proposal Form, including both short and long abstracts  
 
The short abstract of 75-100 words is for publication in the final program.  The long abstract 

of 300-500 words is for evaluation, and for workshops or seminars, it must include the following 
items: the workshop or seminar title, a brief description of the workshop or seminar, including a 
summary of what participants will learn; the time needed; minimum and maximum numbers of 
participants; logistical or equipment needs; and background and qualifications of the presenter(s) 
and instructor(s).  Organizers should plan workshops and seminars for either Wednesday, October 
8, or Sunday, October 12.   
 

 
Electronic Seminars:  In an “electronic seminar,” papers are posted on the AFS web site three 
weeks before the annual meeting.  The actual session at the meeting consists of brief summaries of 
papers, followed by discussion among panelists and the audience.   
 Required Materials: Same as for “Panels” above  

 
Papers for electronic seminars must be submitted for posting on the Society’s web site by 

September 1, 2003.  Submit papers as Word documents, either on disk to AFS 2003 Annual Meeting, 
Mershon Center, Ohio State University, 1501 Neil Avenue, Columbus, OH 43201-2602 USA, or by 
e-mail to lloyd.100@osu.edu.  
 
 
Film and Video Presentations: Film and video works are featured at the AFS annual meeting in 
several different ways.  They include: 

 
A.  Sessions featuring presentation of one or more films or videos along with discussion 
 Required Materials: Proposals for presentation of a completed film, video, or a work-in-
progress as the featured topic of a general session must be mailed, and must include: 

1.  All three of the materials listed above under “Papers” for each individual participant, 
except discussants, who need submit only items 1-2 under “Papers” above 

2.  The finished film, video or work-in-progress 
3.  Four mailing labels with the address of the session organizer for meeting correspondence 
4.  A completed Session Proposal Form, including both short and long abstracts 
 
The short abstract of 75-100 words is for publication in the final program.  The long abstract 

of 300-500 words is for evaluation, and must demonstrate: (a) a clear thesis or analytical statement; 
(b) a coherent argument; (c) familiarity with previous research; and (d) the session’s contribution to a 
deeper understanding of larger issues of scholarship and practice in the field of folklore, or in other 
fields of the arts, humanities, or social sciences.  The Session Proposal Forms gives format 
requirements for short and long abstracts. 

Mail these materials to AFS 2003 Annual Meeting, Mershon Center, Ohio State University, 
1501 Neil Avenue, Columbus, OH 43201-2602 USA.  Your mailing must be postmarked by the 
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April 15, 2003 deadline.  On the Session Proposal Form, be sure to specify the time needed for the 
entire presentation and discussion.     

 
B. Continuous screenings of VHS-format videos related to folklore 
Submit these works to the AFS Visual Media Section, which will select the works to be screened.  
Send one copy of no more than two different videotapes, together with a cover letter indicating 
production credits, duration, and a 75 to 100-word description, by July 18, 2003, to AFS 2003 Video 
Screening, c/o Dr. Kenneth A. Thigpen, Director of International Programs, Office of Academic 
Affairs, New York Institute of Technology, PO Box 8000, Old Westbury, NY 11568-8000 USA; e-
mail kthigpen@nyit.edu.  Works-in-progress will also be accepted for this deadline.  If you have 
already proposed your film or video as part of a session featuring your film or video, please include a 
note to this effect when you send your materials to Thigpen. 

 
C.  Presentations of films or videos as part of a panel devoted to discussion of issues relating 
to folklore film and video, or as an integral part of a presentation on another topic 
Do not send the film or video to AFS or to Ken Thigpen.  Simply include a description of the film 
or video you plan to screen in the proposal form for your presentation or, if you are proposing a 
panel, in the form for the panel as a whole. 

 
4.  Other  Information 
 
AFS Section Proposals: Any approved AFS section may propose sessions of any kind described 
above.  Section proposals should be coordinated through the Section's convener or a designated 
committee of the section.  Section-sponsored session proposals must include the section’s name and 
designated contact person.   
 
Special Events:  Members, sections, or other groups interested in holding special events (including 
section and other group meetings, meals, receptions, etc.) must complete the Special Event Proposal 
Form and submit it, online or in the mail, by the April 15, 2003 deadline.  If at all possible, sections 
should plan breakfast or lunch meetings to relieve the pressure section meetings already place on the 
evening hours. 

 
Orientation Breakfast: All are welcome to attend and participate in the orientation breakfast on 
Thursday morning, October 9, intended especially for first-time meeting attendees, international 
participants, graduate students, community scholars, and recipients of Gerald L. Davis Fund travel 
grants.  Watch for details in the August 2003 issue of the AFS News. 
 
5.   Financ ia l  Support  
 

The Society is offering several forms of financial support to those planning on participating 
in the AFS 2003 annual meeting. 
  
Gerald L. Davis Fund Travel Grants: In memory of folklorist Gerald L. Davis, AFS will provide a 
limited number of grants of up to $500 to persons of color who want to attend the annual meeting.  
Prospective applicants may be graduate students, community scholars, staff members of public 
folklore programs, or others who want to attend.  AFS will also waive annual meeting registration 
fees for Gerald L. Davis Fund grant recipients.  
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Applicants should submit a letter stating their specific reasons for wanting to attend the AFS 
meeting, the impact they expect the meeting will have upon their work, estimated expenses, and the 
amount requested.  Applications will be reviewed and grant recipients selected by the AFS Task 
Force on Cultural Diversity.  

The deadline for 2003 applications is April 15.  Send letters of application to Jerrilyn 
McGregory, Chair, AFS Task Force on Cultural Diversity, Department of English, Florida State 
University, Tallahassee, FL 32306-1580 USA.  
 
Archie Green Student Travel Awards: The AFS Public Programs Section will provide up to five 
awards of up to $300 each for students to defray costs for traveling to the meeting.  The Section is 
interested in supporting graduate and undergraduate students who have an interest in working as 
public folklorists or who have chosen an area of public folklore as a primary topic of research. 

Application materials will consist of: (1) a two-page letter written by the applicant, (2) a letter 
of support written by a faculty member or public folklorist that describes the student’s interest in 
public folklore and supports the student’s plan for using the AFS meeting to further her or his 
interests in public folklore, and (3) a budget outlining anticipated expenses. 

The applicant’s letter should address her/his interest in public folklore, goals for attending 
the meeting, and plans for using the resources of the meeting to further her/his academic and/or 
professional development.  Previous winners of the student travel award are not eligible to apply. 

The deadline for receipt of applications is July 1, 2003.  Awards will be announced by August 
1.  To apply, send three copies of all materials to Gregory Hansen, Arkansas State University, PO 
Box 1890, State University, AR 72467-1890 USA. 
 
International Travel Stipends: The American Folklore Society warmly encourages the attendance 
of folklorists and other cultural specialists from outside the United States. International scholars are 
invited to write to Dorothy Noyes, chair of the AFS Committee on International Issues, to discuss 
ways in which they might participate in the meeting. 

A limited number of travel stipends will be available on a competitive basis for international 
scholars and practitioners at a junior level who are participating in the annual meeting program.  
Stipends will vary between $500 and $800, depending on the availability of funds and the number of 
applicants. 

The AFS particularly encourages applications from individuals who have limited or no 
institutional support for travel, as well as from independent scholars and freelance practitioners.  
Applicants should be in the early stages of their careers.  For the Albuquerque meeting we are 
especially eager to hear from Latin American applicants.   

We encourage AFS members and sections to spread the word, to help identify potential 
applicants, to collaborate with international colleagues in the application process, or to provide or 
seek matching funds to complement the possible AFS award.  For example, by adding a visit to your 
campus or a consultation at your agency, you could fruitfully expand on an international visitor’s 
participation in the AFS meeting.  We especially welcome AFS member assistance in organizing 
panels that include international participants. 

Applications should include a brief curriculum vitae and a letter briefly outlining what paper 
or other presentation the applicant will make, how s/he will benefit from attending the meeting, and 
how s/he plans to communicate the experience in her/his home professional context.  The overall 
goal of the travel awards is to increase international communication and awareness of international 
issues in our field.  Since the AFS has very limited funding available, it is important for applicants to 
think ahead about how they would communicate their experience effectively to a larger professional 
community back home. 
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The deadline for submission of applications is April 15, 2003.  Application may be made by 
mail, by fax, or by e-mail before March 15th; after March 15th, applications must be made by e-mail.  
Please note that you must also submit all registration information (as specified elsewhere in this 
Invitation for Participation) to the main AFS address by the same April 15 deadline.  Direct inquiries 
and applications to Dorothy Noyes, Mershon Center, Ohio State University, 1501 Neil Avenue, 
Columbus, OH 43201-2602 USA; fax 614/292-2407; e-mail noyes.10@osu.edu. 
 
Regional Community Scholar Fellowships:  AFS will provide a limited number of fellowships of 
$500 or less to community scholars in the New Mexico region to attend the annual meeting.  These 
fellowships are supported by the Fund for Folk Culture, the Society, and the Society’s Public 
Programs Section.   

A subcommittee of the Annual Meeting Committee will solicit candidates, review their 
applications, and select the recipients of these fellowships.  Fellows will receive support towards the 
cost of their travel and lodging, complimentary conference registration, and a one-year membership 
in AFS.  For further information, please contact AFS Executive Director Timothy Lloyd, Mershon 
Center, Ohio State University, 1501 Neil Avenue, Columbus, OH 43201-2602; e-mail 
lloyd.100@osu.edu.  
 
 
6.  2003 Annual Meet ing Deadl ines  and Important  Dates  
 
April 15 Online or postmark submission deadline for ALL proposals and payments for 

presentations, sessions, and special events EXCEPT submission of media works on 
video for continuous screening AND registration payments for international 
participants.  Also the deadline for applications for Gerald L. Davis Fund travel 
grants and stipends for international participants. 

 
May 31 Deadline for receipt of revised abstracts for papers returned for suggested revision 
 
June 16  Notifications of acceptance sent 
 
June 30 Preliminary program posted on AFS web site (www.afsnet.org/annualmeet) 
 
July 1  Deadline for applications for Archie Green student travel awards 
 
July 18 Deadline for receipt of changes or corrections to preliminary program schedule 

AND deadline for submission of media works on video for continuous screening 
 
August 1 Deadline for requests for refund of registration fees 
 
September 1 Deadline for submission of papers for electronic seminars  
 
September 5 Deadline for professional development workshop and seminar registrations 
 
October 8-12 AFS 2003 Annual Meeting, Hyatt Regency, Albuquerque, New Mexico 
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AFS 2003 Annual Meeting REGISTRATION FORM 
 
Please mail two copies of this form (and, if paying by check or money order, the original and a photocopy of 
your check or money order), as well as the appropriate proposal forms and other materials, all postmarked by 
April 15, 2003, to: AFS 2003 Annual Meeting Mershon Center, Ohio State University, 1501 Neil Avenue, 
Columbus, OH  43201-2602 USA.  Please make checks and money orders payable (in US $) to the American 
Folklore Society. 
 
Participant Information 
 
Name ______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Affiliation:   __________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address:   ___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone: ______________________________  E-mail: _________________________________________ 
 

Registration Fees:  Please check the appropriate fee for your membership category: 
� Member ($75)   � Member, student rate ($35)   � Nonmember ($90)   � Nonmember, student rate 
($45) 
� Please Defer (Check only if you are an international participant.  Your payment will be due at the 
meeting.) 

 
 
Membership Fees:  To join the Society, please check the appropriate box.  AFS members pay lower fees for 
annual meeting registration.  (This section is for new members; current members, do not renew here.) 

� Member ($85)       � Student ($35)*    � Partner ($35)** 
 
The following membership categories include tax-deductible contributions to support the work of the AFS: 
� Sustainer ($150)       � Sponsor ($250)                 � Benefactor ($500)              � Life ($1,500) 
 
*Students: You must provide a copy of your student ID and enter your department or program name here: 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
**Partner Members do not receive publications.  If you are applying for Partner membership, please enter 
here the name of the partner paying full member dues: 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
Payment:  Registration Fee _______    +    Membership Fee _______       =       TOTAL _______ 

� Check enclosed      � Money order enclosed        � MasterCard            � VISA 
 

Card #: ______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Expiration date: _______________________   Credit card billing ZIP code: ________________________ 

Your signature: ________________________________________________________________________ 

AFS 2003 Annual Meeting INDIVIDUAL PROPOSAL FORM 
 

Before completing this form, please read the instructions in the “Invitation for Participation” for submitting 
individual proposals.  The postmark deadline for mailed proposals is April 15, 2003.  Mail to: AFS 2003 
Annual Meeting, Mershon Center, Ohio State University, 1501 Neil Avenue, Columbus, OH 43201-2602 
USA. 

 
If your presentation is part of a pre-organized session, who is that session’s chair or organizer, and what 
is the session title? 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Your Name:  ________________________________________________________________ 
 
Affiliation:  __________________________________________________________________ 
 
Co-author (if any):  ____________________________________________________________ 
 
Mailing Address:  _____________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone:  ___________________________  Fax:  ____________________________________ 
 
E-mail:  __________________________________________ 
 
Your Presentation Title:  ______________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Format (select one):  � Paper     � Panel     � Poster    � Film/Video     � Forum      � Roundtable    
� Electronic Seminar     � Professional Development Workshop/Seminar  

 
Equipment Requested:  � Overhead projector    � Cassette player    � Slide projector   � CD player     
 
� VCR and monitor    � Video monitor and S-video cable      � DVD player  � Other (specify): 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
� I am willing to chair a panel. 
 
Your short abstract for publication in the annual meeting program must be paper-clipped to this form.  It 
should be 75-100 words long, double-spaced, and must begin in the following format: 
 
DOE, Jane  (Public University)  FOLKLORE AND THE PUBLIC.  When in the… 
 
Your long abstract (if required for your presentation) must also be paper-clipped to this form.  Begin with 
your presentation title but do not include your name on this abstract.  It must be 300-500 words long, double-
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spaced, and should demonstrate (a) a clear thesis or analytical statement; (b) a coherent argument; (c) 
familiarity with previous research; and (d) the paper’s contribution to a deeper understanding of larger issues 
of scholarship and practice in the field of folklore, or in other fields of the arts, humanities, or social sciences. 
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AFS 2003 Annual Meeting SESSION PROPOSAL FORM 
 

This form is to be used for proposing pre-organized sessions; it is not to be used for individual proposals.  
Before completing this form, please read the instructions in the “Invitation for Participation” for submitting 
session proposals.  The postmark deadline for mailed proposals is April 15, 2003.  Mail to: AFS 2003 Annual 
Meeting, Mershon Center, Ohio State University, 1501 Neil Avenue, Columbus, OH 43201-2602 USA. 

 
 
Session Organizer Name:  _________________________________________________________ 
 
Affiliation:  _______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Mailing Address:  __________________________________________________________________ 
 
City, State, ZIP/Postal Code, Country:  _________________________________________________ 
 
Phone:  __________________________________________ 
 
Fax:  ____________________________________________ 
 
E-mail:  __________________________________________ 
 
Session Title:  ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Format (select one):    � Panel    � Forum     � Poster Session     � Roundtable   � Film/video 
session 
� Electronic Seminar    � Professional Development Workshop/Seminar      � Other (please describe):   
 
________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
On a separate sheet, please provide the names of all participants in your session and the 
titles of their presentations, in order of presentation. 
 
Equipment Requested:  � Overhead projector    � Cassette player    � Slide projector   � CD player     
 
� VCR and monitor    � Video monitor and S-video cable      � DVD player  � Other (specify):   
 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Your short abstract for publication in the annual meeting program must be paper-clipped to this form.  It 
must be 75-100 words long, double-spaced, and must begin in the following format: 
 
DOE, Jane  (Public University)  FOLKLORE AND THE PUBLIC.  When in the… 
 
Your long abstract (if required for your session) must also be paper-clipped to this form.  Begin with your 
session title but do not include your name on this abstract.  It must be 300-500 words long, double-spaced, 
and should demonstrate (a) a clear thesis or analytical statement; (b) a coherent argument; (c) familiarity with 
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previous research; and (d) the session’s contribution to a deeper understanding of larger issues of scholarship 
and practice in the field of folklore, or in other fields of the arts, humanities, or social sciences. 

AFS 2003 Annual Meeting SPECIAL EVENT PROPOSAL FORM 
 

Before completing this form, read the instructions in the “Invitation for Participation” for submitting special 
events proposals.  The postmark deadline for mailed proposals is April 15, 2003.  Mail to: AFS 2003 Annual 
Meeting, Mershon Center, Ohio State University, 1501 Neil Avenue, Columbus, OH 43201-2602 USA. 
 
Title of event:   _______________________________________________________________________ 

Group sponsoring event:   _______________________________________________________________ 

If an AFS section event, name of convener:  _________________________________________________ 

 

Contact For Event Information and Arrangements: 
 
Name:   _____________________________________________________________________________ 

Address:   ____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone:   ________________   Fax:  _________________  E-mail:  _______________________________ 

 

Type of Event: 
 
� Breakfast � Luncheon � Section meeting        � Reception (cash bar) � Dinner         

� Other (describe here):  _______________________________________________________________ 
 
Estimated attendance: __________           Admission charge per person, if any: _________________ 
 
Minimum number of participants: ________    Maximum number of participants: ________ 
 
 
Logistics: 
 
Preferred day, beginning time and ending time:   _____________________________________________ 

Alternate day, beginning time and ending time:   _____________________________________________ 

Will food/beverage (specify which) be served?    Yes __________________    No __________________ 

If yes, give name, address, phone, e-mail of person to be billed: _________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Equipment Requested: 
 

� Overhead projector    � Cassette player    � Slide projector   � CD player    � VCR and monitor    

� Video monitor and S-video cable      � DVD player  � Other (specify):  _____________________ 
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___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
AFS Publ i c  Programs Sec t ion Names Student  Trave l  Award for  Archie  Green 
 

The AFS Public Programs Section has recognized pioneering folklorist and public folklore 
mentor Archie Green by naming its Student Travel Award in honor of him.  In making this decision, 
the section wanted to honor Green’s strong influence on many students but also to pay tribute to his 
many contributions to public folklore.  The committee was reminded how blessed we are to have so 
many in our field worthy of honoring for their work in encouraging and caring for students.  The 
award will provide $300 each for up to five students, both graduate and undergraduate, to attend the 
annual meeting.  For more information on this award, see the “Financial Support” section of the 
AFS 2003 annual meeting Invitation for Participation on p. 10 of this issue. 

 
 
Taft  to  Head American Folkl i f e  Center ’ s  Folk Archive   
 

Michael Taft has been named to the position of head of the Archive of Folk Culture at the 
American Folklife Center, the eighth in a line of distinguished folklorists to hold the position since 
the archive was first created in the Library of Congress in 1928 as the Archive of American Folk 
Song.  The Archive of Folk Culture, which holds more than 2 million items of ethnographic 
material, has been one of the great centers for the study of folk music and other forms of folklore 
for seventy-five years. 

Of the new appointment, American Folklife Center director Peggy Bulger said:  "We are very 
pleased to have Dr. Taft in this position, with his outstanding scholarly credentials, his far-ranging 
archival expertise, and his extensive administrative experience.  With the significant growth of the 
Archive of Folk Culture in the past several years, Dr. Taft will be heading up one of the largest and 
most important ethnographic archives in the world."  Michael Taft said that he is honored to fill this 
position and that he will work "to keep the Archive of Folk Culture relevant and accessible to its 
wide community of users." 

A native of New York City, Michael Taft holds a Ph.D. in folklore from Memorial 
University of Newfoundland and an M.A. in library and information science from the University of 
Alberta.  Before coming to the Library, Taft served as university archivist and head of Special 
Collections, University of Northern British Columbia; archivist for the Vermont Folklife Center, 
Middlebury, Vermont; and sound and image librarian, Southern Folklife Collection, Manuscripts 
Department, Wilson Special Collections Library, University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill.   

Taft is the author of many works of scholarship and reference, including The Bard of Edam: 
Walter Farewell, Homesteader Poet (1992); The Centennial Index: One Hundred Years of the Journal of American 
Folklore, editor and compiler, with Bruce Jackson and Harvey S. Axelrod (1988); Blues Lyric Poetry: A 
Concordance (1984); Blues Lyric Poetry: An Anthology (1983); Discovering Saskatchewan Folklore: Three Case 
Studies(1983); and Tall Tales of British Columbia (1983).  In 1996, he began work on an ethnographic 
thesaurus in order to help define terminology for librarians and archivists working with folklore 
materials.  This project has since been adopted by the American Folklore Society, and Taft is a 
member of the Ethnographic Thesaurus Working Group, an oversight committee. 
 
 
Tokofsky Wil l  Lead Craf t  and Folk Art Museum 
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The Craft and Folk Art Museum has selected Peter Tokofsky, a professor of folklore, 
German, and world arts and cultures at UCLA since 1992, as Executive Director. 

Tokofsky plans to increase CAFAM’s focus on Los Angeles communities and their artistic 
visions, and to explore new curatorial processes.  “To me, folk art is an aesthetic practice, which 
expresses the values and sentiments of a community.  Los Angeles is rich with such practices. 
Frequently, crafts provide the media for these artistic expressions.  I intend to invite communities 
into our galleries, and to encourage visitors to open their eyes to the arts around us,” he stated. 

The shift from academia to the Museum should come easily for Tokofsky, an internationally 
recognized expert on Carnival and masked festivals.  He has already been engaged in a number of 
community partnerships from his UCLA post.  With the support of a grant from the National 
Endowment for the Humanities, he initiated “Family Traditions: Linking Individuals to Cultures,” 
which teaches high school students to document their own family traditions.  Tokofsky also 
developed a new course called “Arts in the Community.” 

Long-time CAFAM director Patrick Ela, who headed the search, said the committee was 
impressed with Tokofsky’s commitment to the mission of the Museum, as well as his ideas for 
responding to changing demographics and museum practices.  “Peter brings a vision of the museum 
as a place of interaction, which is consistent with the notion of Crafts and Folk Art,” says Ela.  “We 
look forward to working with him.” 
 
 
AFS Medieval  Folklore  Sec t ion Plans Sess ions for  2003 Annual Meet ing 
 

The AFS Medieval Folklore Section is requesting contributions to two panels it plans for the 
AFS 2003 annual meeting.  Medieval Material Culture welcomes all papers that deal with the idea of the 
material culture in the Middle Ages.  Papers may focus, among other topics, on manuscript studies, 
maps, and evidences of daily rituals that derive from medieval textual sources or artifacts.  Celtic 
Literature and the Middle Ages welcomes all papers that deal with medieval Celtic literature or texts 
based on medieval Celtic sources.  Papers may focus, among other topics, on Celtic medieval textual 
sources; British, French, etc. texts based on or related to Celtic texts; and also modern “texts” 
derived or inspired by medieval sources.  For more information about either panel, please contact 
Judith Mara Kish at kish@findlay.edu or at jmskish@hotmail.com.  Proposals for both panels 
should be sent electronically to either address by April 10. 
 
 
Meet ing News 
 

The Louisiana Folklore Society will hold its 2003 annual meeting on April 4-5 at the University 
of Louisiana-Lafayette.  Keynote speaker will be Elaine Lawless of the University of Missouri, editor 
of the Journal of American Folklore and author of Women Escaping Violence: Empowerment Through 
Narrative (2001), Women Preaching Revolution (1996), Holy Women/Wholly Women (1993), God's Peculiar 
People (1988), and "Handmaidens of the Lord" (1993), as well as many scholarly articles.  

Proposals for papers presented on any topic related to Louisiana Folklore or Folklife are 
invited.   Please send proposals (title and abstract of 300-500 words) to John Laudun, Department 
of English, University of Louisiana, Lafayette, LA 70504-4691 by February 1; e-mail 
laudun@louisiana.edu. 
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The Seventh Annual Conference on Holidays, Ritual, Festival, Celebration, and Public Display will take 
place at Bowling Green State University, Bowling Green, Ohio, on May 29-31, 2003.  The deadline 
for proposals is March 17.   

For individual papers and media presentations, send three copies of a one-page vita and a 
proposal that includes your name, department/program, institution, mailing and e-mail addresses, 
telephone and fax numbers, title of paper, and 300-word abstract.   

For panels, send three copies of a one-page vita for each participant; a 150-word abstract of 
the session's theme including the title of the session; a 300-word abstract for each participant 
including name, department/program, institution, mailing and e-mail addresses, telephone and fax 
numbers, and title of paper; contact data for the session coordinator (please include home and office 
telephone numbers and preferred mailing address and e-mail addresses, especially if different from 
institutional addresses).   

Please specify your audio-visual equipment needs in your proposal. 
Send three copies of your proposal to Jack Santino, Department of Popular Culture, 

Bowling Green State University, Bowling Green, OH 43403-0226; fax 419/372-2577; e-mail 
jacksantino@hotmail.com.  
 

The Gypsy Lore Society will hold its 2003 annual meeting in Ann Arbor, Michigan, on May 30-
31.  Papers are invited on any aspect of Romani or Traveller society and culture.  Send short 
abstracts by May 1, 2003 to William G. Lockwood, Department of Anthropology, University of 
Michigan, Ann Arbor, MI 48109 or wgl@umich.edu.  Further meeting details are available at 
www.gypsyloresociety.org.   

 
The University of Maine’s Canadian-American Center will conduct the Atlantic Canada 

Faculty Institute in Newfoundland and Labrador, June 16-25, 2003.  The itinerary will include visits to 
St. John’s, outport fishing villages, national parks, and World Heritage sites, with lectures by regional 
scholars in fields such as folklore, geography, political science, archaeology, and history.  Open to 
faculty at American colleges and universities, the Institute will explore geography, history and the 
current economic and political climate of North America’s most easterly region and Canada’s most 
recent (1949) province. 
  Application deadline is March 1, 2003.  For more information, please contact Betsy Arntzen, 
Education Outreach Coordinator, Canadian-American Center, University of Maine, 154 College 
Ave. Orono, ME 04473; phone 207/581-4225; web www.umaine.edu/canam/teachingcanada.htm. 
 
 
AFS Datebook 

2003 

February 15 Deadline for nominations for the 2003 Kenneth Goldstein Award for 
Lifetime Academic Leadership in Folklore (see story, p. 2) 

April 4-5 Louisiana Folklore Society 2003 annual meeting, Lafayette, Louisiana (see 
story, p. 18) 

April 11-12 “Folk Music in the American Century: An Alan Lomax Tribute,” New York 
City (see December 2002 AFSN, p. 7) 
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The Ways We Celebrate: Holidays and Rituals as Seedbeds of Social Values," 
Washington, DC (see December 2002 AFSN, p. 7)  

April 11-13 California Folklore Society/California American Studies Association 
Meeting, Sacramento, California (see December 2002 AFSN, p. 7) 

May 29-31 Seventh Annual Conference on Holidays, Ritual, Festival, Celebration, and 
Public Display, Bowling Green, Ohio (see story, p. 18) 

May 30-31 Gypsy Lore Society Annual Meeting, Ann Arbor, Michigan (see story, p. 19) 

June 16-25 Atlantic Canada Faculty Institute (see story, p. 19) 

June 25-28 2003 Perspectives on Contemporary Legend Conference, Corner Brook, 
Newfoundland (see December 2002 AFSN, p. 7) 

October 8-12 AFS 2003 Annual Meeting, Hyatt Regency, Albuquerque, New Mexico (see 
pp. 3-16 of this issue for information and proposal forms) 
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