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AFS 2004 Election Results 
 

In the 2004 election balloting, the following members were elected to AFS office: 
 
President-Elect:  Bill Ivey, Vanderbilt University     
Executive Board  Bill Ellis, Pennsylvania State University 

Sandy Rikoon, University of Missouri 
Elaine Thatcher, Utah State University 

Nominating Committee Amy Kitchener, Alliance for California Traditional Arts 
 

442 AFS members, representing about 40% of the total membership, cast ballots in the 
election, slightly more than the 436 who voted in 2003.  Our thanks go to all of the 2004 candidates 
for their willingness to serve the Society, and to the 2004 Nominating Committee (Tim Evans, chair; 
Lisa Higgins, Sabina Magliocco, and John Dorst) for their work to identify candidates and prepare a 
slate.  The next issue of AFS News in April will contain nomination information for the 2005 
election. 

 
Kenneth Goldstein Award Nomination Deadline is February 28  
 

In 2005, the AFS will again award the Kenneth Goldstein Award for Lifetime Academic 
Leadership in Folklore.  The award recognizes outstanding abilities and achievement by a living 
scholar in the areas of folklore program development, organizational and center development, 
teaching, and advising.  The first recipient of this award was Edward D. (Sandy) Ives of the 
University of Maine.  This year’s recipient will receive a $500 prize, a plaque, and lifetime 
membership in the Society, and will be honored at the 2005 annual meeting in Atlanta.  

To nominate a candidate, submit four copies of a cover letter and supporting materials no 
later than February 28, 2005, to Timothy Lloyd, Executive Director, American Folklore Society, 
Mershon Center, Ohio State University, 1501 Neil Avenue, Columbus, OH 43201-2602 USA.  
Supporting materials should include a CV or list of program, advising, and teaching positions; 
university and professional service; publications and other scholarly productions; degrees; and 
awards, grants, and honors.  You may also include other materials in the nominating package (which 
should total no more than 25 pages) that speak to the nominee’s excellence in program 
development, leadership, teaching, and advising.  
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Inside….Invitation for Participation, AFS 2005 Annual Meeting (p. 2) 
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AFS 2005 Annual Meeting,  
October 19-23, Atlanta, Georgia: 
Invitation for Participation 
 

Folklore, Equal Access and Social Action is the 
theme for the American Folklore Society's 117th annual 
meeting, to be held at the Renaissance Atlanta 
Downtown Hotel in Atlanta, Georgia, on October 19-
23, 2005.  The Annual Meeting Committee is co-chaired 
by Teresa Hollingsworth, Susan Roach, and Carolyn 
Ware.  Local arrangements are being coordinated by 
Fred Fussell, Lisa Higgins, Teresa Hollingsworth, 
Adrienn Mendonca, and Aimée Schmidt.  The program 
selection committee includes Laurel Horton, Mary 
Magoulick, Susan Roach, Pamela Sezgin, and Carolyn 
Ware. 

The Annual Meeting Committee invites 
proposals for poster sessions, electronic seminars, 
papers, panels, forums, roundtables, professional 
development workshops and seminars, film and video 
sessions, special events, and other presentations on all 
aspects of folklore, especially those addressing this year's 
theme.  Because of the growing number of concurrent 
paper sessions, we encourage poster sessions, which will 
be located prominently in the book exhibit room and 
will provide more opportunity for discussion than do 
paper presentations.   

This year's theme reflects Atlanta's prominence 
as home to key Civil Rights movement leaders and 
grassroots activism. The theme addresses the various 
relationships of folklore and folklore study to equal 
access and social action.  These issues involve providing 
access and giving voice and power to peoples of every 
cultural heritage, determining and dispelling stereotypes 
in light of ethnographic realities, and working toward 
social equity. Folklorists have long voiced concern over 
such issues, ranging from academic analyses of folk arts 
(such as ballads, folksongs, hip-hop, and quilts) as forms 
of protest and resistance to public sector studies of 
cultural differences as barriers to equal access and social 
justice. Folklore’s research methods and applied 
approaches have much to contribute to our 
understanding of and involvement in processes of social 
change, empowerment, and the pursuit of equity. For 
example, folklorists have studied how cultural 
assumptions and beliefs within specific groups affect the 
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justice system, how refugees seeking asylum conceptualize home, and how cultural bias and different 
communication traditions may impede access to legal, medical, and political systems.  In current 
heritage and cultural tourism projects, folklorists assist in documenting diverse cultures and 
culturally sensitive information in order to develop authentic reinterpretation of regional and local 
heritage. 

We encourage panels, forums, poster sessions, and other activities that will explore such 
subjects and others either central to the discipline of folklore, or interdisciplinary and/or 
collaborative in nature: folklore and activism; grassroots struggles for self-determination 
(communities fighting urban removal resulting from gentrification efforts, for example); the role of 
folklore in—and folklore about—the Civil Rights Movement, struggles for gay rights, Native 
American activist efforts, and other peoples’ movements; hip hop and other community-based arts 
as tools of  resistance; an ever-changing definition of diversity; the politics and ethics of fieldwork; 
folklore and globalization; the juxtaposition of urban and rural or urban and suburban places, 
spaces, cultures, and traditions; gender issues and social action; cultural tourism, authenticity, and 
changing notions of heritage; cultural pluralism, tolerance, and co-existence in education; and others. 
In addition, we hope that the meeting site will inspire theme-related research on African Americans' 
civil rights and social equity. As always, proposals on topics outside the theme are also welcome.  

Atlanta’s history has led to its ties with civil rights and activism.  Established in 1837 as a 
minor transportation hub, Atlanta developed a strong munitions industry in the Civil War, which led 
to the 1864 burning of the city by Sherman’s Union army, leaving few pre-War buildings.  The 
romantic depiction of this event in fiction (e.g., Gone with the Wind) stereotypically has associated 
Atlanta with the Old South; however, after the Civil War, Atlanta became the urban center of the 
New South, attracting large numbers of African Americans and thereby increasing its already large 
Black population. While this "Center for Southern Civilization" was a site of institutionalized racism 
and the horrific lynchings documented by Ida B. Wells-Barnett in 1899, the city's Sweet Auburn 
Business District and Atlanta University Center—home to several historically black colleges—later 
became the direct action arm of the Civil Rights movement.  Atlanta's strides toward equal access, 
focusing on voting rights, public accommodations, and social action, helped shape a new regional 
identity—one that embraced industrialization and the diversity that made the concept of a New 
South possible.  

Today, Atlanta is recognized as a regional hub for Fortune 500 companies, cable television, 
and hip-hop music—an expressive art once on the fringe, but now at the center of urban culture. 
Atlanta is also first in urban sprawl in the nation and has the fourth largest gay, lesbian, bisexual and 
transgendered population.  Local tourist destinations—from the Martin Luther King National 
Historic Site, the Carter Center, and the World of Coca-Cola to Stone Mountain's Confederate 
Carving and an ethnically-rich, fifteen-mile stretch of Buford Highway—reflect the area’s diversity. 
Through growing cultural awareness brought on by social action leading to more equal access, 
Georgia and the surrounding area have seen the re-emergence of Native American identities and the 
North Georgia Mountain rural communities, as well as emerging Latino communities throughout 
the state.  

In order to continue the trend begun at the AFS 2001 annual meeting in Anchorage, we 
encourage session organizers to include international participants, community scholars, tradition 
bearers, and colleagues from other disciplines as equal participants. Through such mutual 
engagement, we create new ways of working with communities and extend intersections with related 
disciplines. The Annual Meeting Committee will actively seek the collaborative involvement and 
participation of local communities during the conference. The Society will also present professional 
development sessions for students and new professionals.  
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Drawing from the cultural and historical resources of Atlanta and north Georgia, the Annual 
Meeting Committee is planning two pre-meeting tours for Wednesday, October 19: “Pottery 
Traditions of North Georgia” and “Atlanta's Civil Rights Trail.”  

Georgia’s pottery tradition stems back to early Native American and 18th century European 
immigrant contributions, but came into its own in the early 1800s, with the growth of a number of 
“jugtowns” concentrated along the Piedmont plateau in north and central Georgia. These folk 
potters were integral to the community because they provided functional, necessary wares. By the 
end of that century, Prohibition and the availability of glassware and metal meant the decline of 
these pottery centers. A number of families maintained the tradition and found new markets in 
tourists and craft collectors. Today, the demand comes from pottery enthusiasts and collectors, who 
purchase more for aesthetic reasons than for practical use. The “Pottery Traditions of North 
Georgia” tour will include visits to the Hewell family pottery where three generations of traditional 
potters continue to work (Gillsville) producing traditional glazeware and commercial greenware, 
Michael Crocker's workshop and a tour of his extensive collection of Southern pottery (Lula), and a 
stop at Clete Meaders' workshop and kiln, son and cousin of legendary Georgia potters C.J. and 
Lanier Meaders (Winder). The Meaders family began making pottery more than a century ago.  The 
Hewell and Meaders families are featured in Henry Glassie’s The Potter’s Art and John Burrison’s 
Brothers in Clay.  

The “Atlanta’s Civil Rights Trail” tour will begin with a visit to the Dr. Martin Luther King, 
Jr. Historic District on Auburn Avenue in the Old Fourth Ward with stops at the National Park 
Service Visitors’ Center, the King birthplace, and Ebenezer Baptist Church. The Martin Luther 
King, Jr., National Historic Site, whose mission is to protect and interpret the places where Dr. King 
was born, worked, worshipped and is buried, was created 25 years ago by an act of Congress and 
signed by then-President Jimmy Carter.  Following her husband’s death, Coretta Scott King, 
founded the King Center, also located on Auburn Avenue. The Center maintains the King Library 
and Archives, including not only King’s writings but also papers and oral histories from other Civil 
Rights activists and organizations. The Center continues the work of its namesake through 
educational programs aimed at non-violence, equality and social change.  

The tour will continue through The King-Carter Freedom Peace Walk to the Jimmy Carter 
Museum and Library. The Carter Center, in partnership with Emory University, is committed to 
advancing human rights and alleviating unnecessary human suffering. Founded in 1982 by former 
U.S. President Jimmy Carter and his wife Rosalynn, the Atlanta-based Center has helped to improve 
the quality of life for people in more than 65 countries.  The permanent facilities of The Carter 
Presidential Center were dedicated in October 1986 and include the Jimmy Carter Library and 
Museum, administered by the National Archives.   

The tour will conclude with a visit to the national headquarters of The NAMES Project 
Foundation to view a portion of the AIDS Memorial Quilt and the Sweet Auburn Curb Market. The 
AIDS Memorial Quilt began as a grassroots response by members of the gay community in San 
Francisco almost 20 years ago. Its effect was immediate, dramatic and emotional. Today, the Quilt 
numbers more than 44,000 panels, and more than 14 million people have visited the Quilt at 
thousands of displays worldwide. The Names Project Foundation continues to tour portions of the 
Quilt and to accept memorial panels. The archive project is aimed at preserving the panels and 
accompanying artifacts and at promoting AIDS education. Participants will stop for lunch at the 
Sweet Auburn Curb Market, which offers a variety of dishes, including such southern favorites as ox 
tail, barbecue, collard greens, fried fish, cornbread, and sweet potato pie. 

We are also planning a special Saturday night concert at the Rialto Center for the Performing 
Arts in downtown Atlanta featuring National Heritage Fellows from the southeastern US.  The 
concert, produced this year instead of the usual Saturday night dinner party, will be followed by a 
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dance party in the Rialto lobby.  Look for details and registration forms for all pre-meeting tours and 
special events on the AFS web site in August and in the August issue of the AFS News.  

Support for the 2005 AFS meeting is being provided by the American Folklore Society 
Public Programs Section, the Fellows of the American Folklore Society, the Georgia Council for the 
Arts, Georgia State University’s Rialto Center for the Performing Arts, and the Southern Arts 
Federation.   
 
1.  General Information and Deadlines 
 

1.  Proposal Deadline: The online and postmark deadline for submission of all proposal 
materials, including registration payments, for the AFS 2005 annual meeting is April 15, 2005.  You 
must submit all proposal materials so that we receive them online or so that they are postmarked by 
this date.  We will reject submissions not received online or postmarked by April 15, 2005, as well as 
proposals that do not contain all necessary materials at the time of the deadline. 

 
2.  Submitting Proposals Online: We strongly encourage you to make your proposal 

online through the AFS web site (www.afsnet.org/annualmeet), which will increase our efficiency in 
tracking annual meeting proposals and our accuracy in preparing the final program book.  Chairs of 
all organized sessions—poster sessions, electronic seminars, paper sessions, forums, roundtables, 
professional development workshops, and film/video sessions—must submit their proposals 
online, not through the mail. 

 
3.  Submitting Proposals by Mail:  If you are submitting a proposal by mail for an 

individual presentation, send your hard-copy proposal to the Society’s executive office (AFS 2005 
Annual Meeting, Mershon Center, Ohio State University, 1501 Neil Avenue, Columbus, OH 43201-
2602 USA).  Your mailing must be postmarked by April 15, 2005.  Complete your hard-copy 
proposal by locating the forms provided (in PDF format) provided on the AFS web site 
(www.afsnet.org/annualmeet/nextAMreg.cfm), printing them, and printing or typing the requested 
information directly on the form.  Use blue or black ink. Mail all forms, abstracts, and checks 
together to the address above.  Please include four mailing labels with your preferred mailing address 
for meeting correspondence. 
 

4.  Registration Fees:  All proposers (except scholars residing outside the United States or 
Canada, who can defer their payment until the time of the meeting) must submit the appropriate 
registration fee with their proposal by the April 15, 2005 deadline.  Apart from the exception just 
noted, we will reject all submissions that do not include payment of registration fees.  

For applications submitted online, AFS provides a secure payment page (operated by 
VeriSign) to safely process credit card information.  AFS accepts MasterCard and VISA only.   

If you are submitting your materials by mail, you may pay by MasterCard or VISA or by a 
check in US dollars made payable to the American Folklore Society.  If paying by credit card, please 
include all requested credit card information on the form.  If paying by check, please attach your 
check(s) with a paperclip and include a copy of the check(s).   

If you notify us by August 1, 2005 that you are unable to attend the annual meeting, we will 
refund your registration fee.  We cannot issue refunds requested after this date. 

If you plan to attend the annual meeting but will not make a presentation, you may register 
any time between now and the registration deadline of August 31, 2005.  After this date, you must 
register on site at higher fees.  
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5.  Who May Submit Proposals: Both AFS members and non-members may submit 

proposals for presentations, but non-members must pay the higher registration fees noted on the 
proposal/registration form. 

 
6.  Proposal Review Process:  The Annual Meeting Committee will review all proposals 

for annual meeting presentations blind, on the basis of the long abstracts provided by proposers.  In 
reviewing proposals, they look for a clear thesis or analytical statement, a coherent argument, 
familiarity with previous research, and the presentation’s or session’s contribution to a deeper 
understanding of larger issues of scholarship and practice in the field of folklore, or in other fields of 
the arts, humanities, or social sciences.   

By May 21, 2005, the Committee will return abstracts judged to be weak or unclear for 
suggested revision, along with instructions for revision and return.  The Committee must receive 
your re-submission by May 31, 2005 to consider it further for inclusion in the program; they will 
reject revised abstracts received after this deadline.  AFS will mail or e-mail you notification of 
acceptance or rejection for the annual meeting program by June 18, 2005. 

 
7.  Preliminary Program Schedule and Deadline for Changes and Corrections: We will 

post a preliminary version of the 2005 annual meeting program schedule on the AFS web site 
(www.afsnet.org/annualmeet) by July 5, 2005.  Please review this schedule carefully.  We must 
receive all your requests for changes and all corrections to this program by July 19, 2005.  We will 
try to accommodate the changes you request before July 19, but we cannot guarantee such 
accommodation. 
 
2.  2005 AFS Annual Meeting Presentation Policies 
   

1.  Preferred Session Types:  In order to accommodate the increasing number of 
proposals for annual meeting presentations, AFS is giving highest priority to proposals for 
individual poster presentations and organized poster sessions.  Poster presentations and 
sessions provide an accessible and congenial format for graphic presentation of issues, results of 
field research, public and applied folklore projects, and works-in-progress.  Poster sessions are 
customarily marked by lively and informal discussion between the presenter and individuals viewing 
the posters.  Presenters typically discuss their work with those in attendance, and post graphic 
materials (photographs, publications, maps, diagrams, etc.) on a display board along with textual 
summaries of their work.  These posters will remain in place for at least a day; if space permits they 
will be on display for the entire meeting.  If you want to propose a poster presentation or session, 
please contact the AFS office (lloyd.100@osu.edu) before the April 15 deadline to receive helpful 
information for planning your presentation, based on the experience of past poster presenters. 

AFS is also giving highest priority to proposals for electronic seminars. In an 
electronic seminar, papers will be posted on the AFS web site several weeks in advance of the 
meeting.  The actual session at the meeting will consist of brief summaries of papers, followed by 
discussion among panelists and the audience.   
 

2.  Number of Presentations:  We are returning to our previous rules about the number of 
presentations.  The new rules are: 1. You may appear only once as a presenter in the annual meeting 
program.  2. You may also serve as the chair of the session in which you are making that 
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presentation.  3. You may serve as the chair or discussant in one other session; e.g., as the chair of a 
session made up of papers delivered by your students.   

 
3.  Significance:  We give priority to presentations and sessions that use folklore materials 

and perspectives to illuminate larger questions about human art, culture, history, and society.  In 
their long abstracts, all proposers are expected to answer the “So What?” question: Beyond 
exploring a specific topic, how will this presentation or session contribute to a deeper 
understanding of larger issues of scholarship and practice in the field of folklore, or in other 
fields of the arts, humanities, or social sciences? 
 

4.  Computer-Based Presentations:  We encourage annual meeting participants to make 
creative use of new electronic media to document and present folklore and traditional culture.  At 
the same time, we have seen the costs of providing computer and LCD projector equipment for 
annual meeting presentations rise astronomically in recent years.  To support the presentation of 
work in new media while keeping annual meeting costs manageable, AFS follows these policies 
regarding computer-based presentations: 
 

• Annual meeting presenters should use computers only to present innovative multi-media 
combinations of text, audio, and visual images.  Presenters who want to present traditional 
single-media displays of text, audio, and/or visual images should use the more economical 
and equally effective alternatives of (respectively) overhead projector or printed handouts; 
cassette recorder or CD player; or slide projector, VCR, or DVD player.   

• All annual meeting presenters wanting to use computers must bring their own portable 
computer for use at the meeting.  AFS will not provide computers to annual meeting 
presenters. 

• AFS will provide video monitors and S-video cables, rather than LCD projectors and 
screens, to presenters using computers in their presentations.  Before coming to the meeting, 
please be certain that your portable computer accepts or has an adapter for an S-video cable, 
and familiarize yourself with this form of image projection. 

• We strongly encourage annual meeting presenters using computers to test their 
presentations—either at home, in their meeting room before their session, or both—to 
minimize the possibility and impact of hardware or software errors. 

• AFS will be contracting with an audio-visual company to provide media equipment for the 
annual meeting.  Personnel from that company will be available on site to assist you with 
immediate problems related to the performance of their company’s equipment.  They are not 
there to provide general technical support or tutorials on hardware or software to you.  You 
are responsible for coming to the annual meeting already knowing what you need to know to 
make your computer-based presentation successful, just as you are for a presentation 
involving any technology. 

• Consonant with its other audio-visual policies, AFS will not accept changes in computer 
equipment requests after the submission deadline of April 15, 2005. 
 
5.  No-shows:  No-shows are conspicuous in their absence.  They inconvenience the chair 

and fellow presenters, as well as those attending the session.  AFS defines a no-show as someone on 
the program who is not physically present at her/his session at the annual meeting and either (1) has 
not notified AFS in advance that s/he cannot attend the meeting or (2) has not submitted a 
presentation to be read by the chair or another person at the meeting.  No-shows will not be 



American Folklore Society News 34:1 8 February 2005 
 

considered for the following year’s program.  If you notify AFS in advance or submit a presentation 
to be made by someone else at their session, you will not be penalized.  You are responsible for 
finding your own alternative presenter. 
 
3.  Annual Meeting Presentation Types and Required Materials 
 

1.  Poster Presentations and Sessions:  Poster presentations and sessions provide an 
accessible and congenial format for graphic presentation of critical issues, results of field research, 
public and applied folklore projects, and works-in-progress.  Poster sessions are customarily marked 
by lively and informal discussion between the presenter and individuals viewing the posters.  
Presenters typically discuss their work informally with those in attendance, and post graphic 
materials (photographs, publications, maps, diagrams, etc.) on a display board along with textual 
summaries of their work.  These posters will remain in place for a standard panel-length time block 
of 1 hour and 45 minutes.  (If space permits, we may also be able to leave them on display for the 
entire meeting, so posters should be able to stand on their own as presentations of your work.) 

Required Materials (individual poster presentations): Proposals for an individual poster 
presentation must include:  

1.  A completed registration and proposal form 
2.  The appropriate registration fee (MasterCard, VISA, or (mail only) check) 
Required Materials (pre-organized poster sessions):  All participants in a pre-organized 

poster session, including the session chair, must submit: 
1.  A completed registration and proposal form 
2.  The appropriate registration fee (MasterCard or VISA) 

Please remember that poster session chairs must submit their proposals and registration fees 
online. 

 
2.  Electronic Seminars:  In an electronic seminar, papers will be posted on the AFS web 

site on September 1, 2005.  (Electronic seminar proposals are still due on April 15, 2005.)  The 
actual session at the annual meeting will consist of brief summaries of papers, followed by 
discussion among participants and the audience.   

Required Materials: All participants in an electronic seminar, including the panel chair, 
must submit: 

1.  A completed registration and proposal form 
2. The appropriate registration fee (MasterCard, VISA, or (mail only) check) 

Please remember that electronic seminar chairs must submit their proposals and registration 
fees online. 

Papers for electronic seminars must be submitted by September 1, 2005 for posting on the 
Society’s web site.  Submit papers as MS Word documents, either on disk to AFS 2005 Annual 
Meeting, Mershon Center, Ohio State University, 1501 Neil Avenue, Columbus, OH 43201-2602 
USA, or by e-mail to lloyd.100@osu.edu  
 

3.  Papers:  We will accept proposals for individual papers on any focused topic that relates 
to folklore.  The Annual Meeting Committee will group accepted individual papers into panels.  
Each paper presentation should be no longer than 20 minutes (i.e., 8-9 typed, double-spaced pages).  
Chairs will strictly enforce the 20-minute limit.    

Required Materials: Each proposal for a paper must include:  
1.  A completed registration and proposal form 
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2.  The appropriate registration fee (MasterCard, VISA, or (mail only) check) 
 

4.  Organized Panels:  Panels usually consist of no more than four 15- to 20-minute paper 
presentations (8-9 typed, double-spaced pages each), with a short introduction by the chair and 
occasionally with brief (e.g., 5-minute) closing remarks by a discussant.  However, panel chairs are 
free to propose innovative structures for their session—such as the solo lectures, followed by 
discussion, that several AFS sections have begun to sponsor at recent annual meetings—so long as 
they conform to the standard 1 hour and 45 minute annual meeting time block.  In order to ensure 
time for discussion, organized panels may contain no more than four paper presentations, 
and no more than one discussant unless there will be fewer than four papers presented in 
the session.   

We strongly encourage panel chairs to distribute papers in advance to panel presenters.   
Required Materials: All participants in the panel, including the chair and any discussant, 

must submit: 
1.  A completed registration and proposal form (Note: Discussants do not submit abstracts.) 
2.  The appropriate registration fee (MasterCard, VISA, or (mail only) check) 

Please remember that panel chairs must submit their proposals and registration fees online. 
 
5.  Forums:  Forums are informal discussions organized around a specific subject, issue, 

theme, or regional topic.   Forums may include no more than six participants, and should be 
designed for extensive interaction among the panel and audience.  While not intended as paper 
sessions, forums may include brief (5-8 minute) prepared presentations.  

Required Materials: All participants in a forum must submit: 
1.  A completed registration and proposal form (Forum presenters do not submit abstracts, 
but forum chairs do.) 
2.  The appropriate registration fee (MasterCard, VISA, or (mail only) check) 

Please remember that forum chairs must submit their proposals and registration fees online. 
 
6.  Roundtables:  Roundtables are short forums, scheduled for one hour at lunchtime.  As 

with forums, roundtables involve discussions of specific topics by a small group of presenters, 
organized and led by a chair.  Take-out food will be available at the hotel and nearby.   

Required Materials: All participants in a roundtable must submit: 
1.  A completed registration and proposal form (Roundtable presenters do not submit 
abstracts, but roundtable chairs do.)  
2.  The appropriate registration fee (MasterCard, VISA, or (mail only) check) 

Please remember that roundtable chairs must submit their proposals and registration fees 
online. 

 
7.  Professional Development Workshops: Through professional development 

workshops, participants are afforded opportunities to learn new professional practices and discuss 
relevant issues in a highly focused manner.  These programs may be half-day or full-day activities.  
The fees of presenters and instructors can be defrayed by charging a workshop fee, or by a Section’s 
financial support.  Presenters and instructors can also choose to donate their expertise and services.   

If you are interested in proposing a professional development session, you must contact the 
AFS office (614/292-3375 or lloyd.100@osu.edu) well before the April 15 deadline to discuss your 
plans for the event and to get AFS approval of all arrangements, including space and equipment 
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needs and workshop fees.  You must also set a minimum and maximum number of participants.  
September 30, 2005 is the cut-off date for workshop registrations. 

Required Materials: Each proposal for a professional development workshop must 
include:  

1.  A completed registration and proposal form 
2.  The appropriate registration fee (MasterCard, VISA, or (mail only) check) 

Please remember that professional development workshop chairs must submit their proposals 
and registration fees online. 
 

8.  Film/Video Presentations: We encourage AFS annual meeting sessions that feature the 
presentation of one or more film or video works.  These films or videos may be completed or 
works-in-progress.  In the case of completed works, please submit a copy of the work on VHS or 
DVD (NTSC format), along with the materials listed just below.  In the case of works-in-progress, 
be sure to describe the approach and content of the finished work in your long abstract;  we also 
encourage you to submit a five-minute sample, with explanatory notes if necessary, on VHS or 
DVD (NTSC format).   

Required Materials: All participants in a film/video session must submit: 
1.  A completed registration and proposal form 

      2.  The appropriate registration fee (MasterCard or VISA) 
Mail any VHS or DVD samples to: Film/Video Presentations, AFS 2005 Annual Meeting, 

Mershon Center, Ohio State University, 1501 Neil Avenue, Columbus, OH 43201-2602 USA by 
April 15, 2005.  These videos will not be returned. 

Please remember that, even though they may be mailing VHS or DVD samples, chairs of 
film/video sessions must submit their proposals and registration fees online. 
 
4.  Other Information 
 

AFS Section Proposals:  Any AFS section may propose sessions of any kind described 
above.  Section proposals should be coordinated through the Section's convener or a designated 
committee of the section.  Section-sponsored proposals must include the section’s name and 
designated contact person.   

 
Special Events:  Members, sections, or other groups interested in holding special events 

(including section and other group meetings, meals, receptions, and the like) must complete the 
special event proposal form and submit it, online or through the mail, by the April 15, 2005 
deadline.   

AFS Section conveners: If you are planning to propose an invited lecture, do not submit 
your proposal for that event on the special event form; use the regular proposal forms.  Use the 
special event forms only for section meetings and section-sponsored social events. 

 
Orientation Breakfast:  All are welcome to attend and participate in the orientation 

breakfast on Thursday morning, October 20, intended especially for first-time meeting attendees, 
international participants, graduate students, community scholars, and recipients of all AFS meeting 
travel stipends.  Watch for details in the August 2005 AFS News. 
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5.  Financial Support 
 

The Society is offering several forms of financial support to those planning on participating 
in the AFS 2005 annual meeting. 

 
1.  AFS Student Travel Stipends: AFS will provide stipends of $300 each to selected 

students whose presentations are accepted for the annual meeting program.  There are no additional 
application requirements for these stipends; your presentation proposal, if accepted, will serve as 
your stipend application.  Decisions will be made on the basis of the quality of the proposal and 
geographical representation among students’ institutions.  Previous recipients of these stipends are 
not eligible.  We will notify recipients in July. 
   

2.  Gerald L. Davis Fund Travel Grants: In memory of folklorist Gerald L. Davis, AFS 
will provide a limited number of grants of up to $500 to persons of color who want to attend the 
annual meeting.  Prospective applicants may be graduate students, community scholars, staff 
members of public folklore programs, or others who want to attend.  AFS will also waive annual 
meeting registration fees for Gerald L. Davis Fund grant recipients.  

Applicants should submit a letter stating their specific reasons for wanting to attend the AFS 
meeting, the impact they expect the meeting will have upon their work, estimated expenses, and the 
amount requested.  Applications will be reviewed and grant recipients selected by the AFS Task 
Force on Cultural Diversity.  

The deadline for applications is April 15, 2005.  Send letters of application to Jerrilyn 
McGregory, Chair, AFS Task Force on Cultural Diversity, Department of English, Florida State 
University, Tallahassee, FL 32306-1580 USA.  
 

3.  Archie Green Student Travel Awards: The AFS Public Programs Section will provide 
up to five awards of up to $300 each, named for folklorist and activist Archie Green of San 
Francisco, for students to defray costs for traveling to the meeting.  The Section is interested in 
supporting graduate and undergraduate students who have an interest in working as public 
folklorists or who have chosen an area of public folklore as a primary topic of research. 

Application materials will consist of: (1) a two-page letter written by the applicant, (2) a letter 
of support written by a faculty member or public folklorist that describes the student’s interest in 
public folklore and supports the student’s plan for using the AFS meeting to further her or his 
interests in public folklore, and (3) a budget outlining anticipated expenses. 

The applicant’s letter should address her/his interest in public folklore, goals for attending 
the meeting, and plans for using the resources of the meeting to further her/his academic and/or 
professional development.  Previous recipients of student travel awards are not eligible to apply. 

The deadline for receipt of applications is July 1, 2005.  Awards will be announced by 
August 1.  To apply, send three copies of all materials to Archie Green Student Travel Awards 
review committee chair Rita Moonsammy, 48 Powell Place Road, Vincentown, NJ 08088 USA.  
 

4.  Regional Community Scholar Fellowships:  AFS will provide a limited number of 
fellowships of $500 or less to community scholars in the southeastern US to attend the annual 
meeting.  These fellowships are supported by the Fund for Folk Culture, the Society, and the 
Society’s Public Programs Section.  A subcommittee of the Annual Meeting Committee will select 
the recipients of these fellowships.  Fellows will receive support towards the cost of their travel and 
lodging, complimentary annual meeting registration, and a one-year membership in AFS.   
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To apply, send or e-mail a letter by July 1, 2005, outlining your work in the field and your 
reasons for wanting to attend the meeting, along with an estimate of your travel, hotel, and meal 
costs, to Timothy Lloyd, AFS Executive Director, Mershon Center, Ohio State University, 1501 
Neil Avenue, Columbus, OH 43201-2602 USA; e-mail lloyd.100@osu.edu  
 

5.  Stipends for International Participants: The American Folklore Society warmly 
encourages the attendance of folklorists and other cultural specialists from outside the United States. 
International scholars are invited to write to Dorothy Noyes, chair of the AFS Committee on 
International Issues, to discuss ways in which they might participate in the meeting. 

A limited number of travel stipends will be available on a competitive basis for international 
scholars and practitioners at a junior level who are participating in the annual meeting program.  
Stipends will vary between $500 and $800, depending on the availability of funds and the number of 
applicants.  Previous recipients of international travel awards are not eligible to apply. 

The AFS particularly encourages applications from individuals who have limited or no 
institutional support for travel, as well as from independent scholars and freelance practitioners.  
Applicants should be in the early stages of their careers.  We especially hope to hear from applicants 
from outside western Europe.  We also encourage preliminary inquiries.  We encourage AFS 
members and sections to spread the word, to help identify potential applicants, to collaborate with 
international colleagues in the application process, or to provide or seek matching funds to 
complement the possible AFS award.  For example, by adding a visit to your campus or a 
consultation at your agency, you could fruitfully expand on an international visitor’s participation in 
the AFS meeting.  We encourage AFS members to organize panels with international participants. 

Applications should include a brief curriculum vita and a letter briefly outlining what paper 
or other presentation the applicant will make, how s/he will benefit from attending the meeting, and 
how s/he plans to communicate the experience in her/his home professional context.  The overall 
goal of the travel awards is to increase international communication and awareness of international 
issues in our field.  Since the AFS has limited funding available, it is important for applicants to 
communicate their experience effectively to a larger professional community back home. 

The deadline for submission of applications is April 15, 2005.  Application may be made by 
mail, by fax, or by e-mail before March 15; after March 15, applications must be made by e-mail.  
You must also submit all proposal and registration forms and information (as specified elsewhere in 
this Invitation for Participation) to the main AFS address by the same April 15 deadline.  Direct 
inquiries and applications to Dorothy Noyes, Mershon Center, Ohio State University, 1501 Neil 
Avenue, Columbus, OH 43201-2602 USA; fax 614/292-2407; e-mail noyes.10@osu.edu 
 
6.  2005 AFS Annual Meeting Deadlines and Important Dates 
 
April 15 Online or postmark submission deadline for ALL registration and proposal   

   forms and payments EXCEPT registration payments for international  
   participants, which can be made at the meeting itself 
Deadline for applications for Gerald L. Davis Fund travel grants, and for  
   Stipends for International Participants 

May 21 Abstracts needing revision before acceptance are returned to proposers 
May 31  Deadline for receipt of revised abstracts from proposers 
June 18   Notifications of acceptance sent 
July 1   Deadline for applications for Archie Green Student Travel Awards  
   Deadline for applications for Community Scholar Stipends 
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July 5 Preliminary program posted on AFS web site (www.afsnet.org/annualmeet) 
July 19 Deadline for receipt of changes or corrections to preliminary program  

   schedule  
August 1 August AFS News contains information and registration forms for annual  

   meeting tours and special events  
Deadline for requests for refund of registration fees 

August 31 Deadline for registration at pre-conference rates, and for submission of  
     papers for electronic seminars  
October 19-23  AFS 2005 Annual Meeting, Renaissance Atlanta Downtown Hotel, Atlanta,  

   Georgia  
 
A Response to Alan Dundes’s AFS 2004 Annual Meeting Presidential Invited Address 
 

Many will attack, dismiss, or ignore the other comments he made during his speech at the AFS 
conference in Salt Lake City, but I’ll focus on just one: His lament about the intimidation of informants. I 
have worked in the field with a wide variety of informants: Inuit videographers in the Canadian Arctic, 
Aboriginal video and radio professionals in the Australian Outback, Cherokee and Mohawk newspaper 
reporters and editors, and a host of others. I would like to respond to some of the concerns Dundes raised. 

In part of his lecture, Dundes attacked Henry Glassie and Barre Toelken; he insisted that Glassie and 
Toelken allowed important decisions to be influenced by the intimidation of their informants. In Toelken’s 
case, Dundes took him to task for declining to pursue a delicate line of inquiry after an informant asked 
whether getting that information would be worth a family member. Dundes interprets the situation one way: 
that Toelken backed down in the face of a thinly veiled threat against his relatives. But an alternate 
explanation exists that does not position the folklorist as coward. Perhaps the informant was expressing a 
desire that Toelken not delve further into that sensitive area, referring to the family member as a way of 
indicating how seriously the Navajo regard such matters. The question might have been—and probably 
was—not an actual threat but an indication that Toelken was pushing into areas that made the informants 
highly uncomfortable. Toelken’s decision to honor that request might stem not from fear but from respect—
the respect that I hope all researchers afford their informants. 

In Glassie’s case, the charge of intimidation is equally ludicrous. Dundes asserted in his talk that 
Glassie can be manipulated by informants who threaten to hold their affection hostage. I have known and 
admired Henry for many years, and I find it laughable to imagine Mrs. Cutler or Peter Flanagan saying “I’ll 
tell you these stories, but you’d better make me look good in your book—or I won’t be your friend.” Nor can 
I imagine Henry, presented with such a ridiculous ultimatum, lowering his eyes and meekly agreeing to be 
nice. Rather, Henry pushes his inquiry where it needs to go, and his ability to do so without distressing his 
informants is a tribute to his patience, his kindness, and his grace. 

Intimidated? I feel blessed by my informants and the kindnesses and generosity they have shown me. 
I won’t lie for them, and I won’t pull back from an important line of inquiry out of excessive timidity. But I 
treasure the gifts they have given me, and I see no reason to repay them with callousness. 

The Aboriginal people who are native to the Uluru (Ayer’s Rock) region in the Australian Outback 
ask visitors not to climb the rock. It is a profoundly sacred site, and they want to protect it from trampling 
feet and littering hands. So I didn’t climb it. Was that the result of intimidation? Was I cowardly? Hardly.  A 
few weeks later, I was ushered into a secret, sacred site known as Emu Dreaming, and I was given 
information about the origins of the Emu Clan that few people outside the clan have received. Respect begets 
opportunity in a way that brashness never will. The value of anything gained by soldering on despite protests 
is not likely to be worth the pain such blindness could cause the informants and the exponentially increased 
difficulty such rudeness will bring to future researchers who desire to work with the same people.   

Following the example of Toelken and Glassie, I will continue to treat informants with respect and 
gratitude—and let the chips fall where they may. 

Michael Evans 
Indiana University 
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Reply to Michael Evans 
 

I am pleased that Michael Evans attended my AFS plenary lecture, but I fear he has misunderstood 
my criticism of two senior colleagues whose work in folkloristics I very much admire.  I believe he has missed 
most of my point about intimidation by informants.  At no time have I ever advocated disrespecting 
informants or violating their trust.  My point was that we folklorists have an obligation to our discipline of 
pursuing truth and the best insights of which we are capable, even if occasionally informants may not agree 
with our analysis.  I know in my own case that some football players are offended by my analysis of football 
as a homoerotic ritual combat, and that some Sienese do not agree with my and Falassi’s analysis of the Palio 
as an extended male adolescent ritual, and that some Orthodox Jews are not pleased with my analysis of 
circumventing custom in my book The Shabbat Elevator as bordering on obsessive compulsive behavior.  If I 
had worried about the reactions of my informants in all these instances, I might well have exercised self-
censorship and that in my opinion, would have been cowardly. And for the record, I have no regrets or 
second thoughts about having published my analyses of football, the Palio, and Orthodox Jewish Sabbath 
customs.    

 As for Evans’ own decision not to publish information about the origins of the Emu Clan, that is his 
business, but if anthropologists and folklorists had never published data about “secret” Australian aboriginal 
traditions, we might never have had the insights afforded by Bettelheim’s Symbolic Wounds and Géza Róheim’s 
analysis of Australian myth. (I might add parenthetically that anthropology and folklore are all the richer for 
Strehlow; e.g., in his essay “Geography and The Totemic Landscape in Central Australia” and the Berndts’ 
courage in publishing data of the kind that Evans refuses to do. For that mater, The Emu Clan origin account 
is already in the ethnographic literature as Evans should know.)  My own extended analysis of the bullroarer 
depended heavily on the ethnographic reportage of scholars unlike Evans who were willing to publish data on 
such secret sacred rituals.   

I am adamantly opposed to all forms of censorship whether imposed by informants or self-imposed 
by fieldworkers.  I am very familiar with so-called secret folklore.   In my daughter Lauren and my analysis of 
fraternity hazing rituals (published in Bloody Mary in the Mirror), we were severely handicapped by the paucity 
of published data on the subject.  Most fraternity and sorority members are pledged to secrecy about such 
matters. Had it not been for a few courageous reports, we could not have discovered the unmistakable 
feminization and infantilization features of such rituals.  And as hazing continues to be a serious issue not 
only in our society, but evidently is also a factor in the American treatment of Iraqi prisoners abroad, I believe 
it is our responsibility as folklorists to do everything possible to illuminate all forms of folklore including 
“secret” ones.  I might also note that history shows that very often Native Americans turn out to be very 
grateful to folklorists of the past for having recorded the traditions of their ancestors.  In that context, I 
suggest it might be rather shortsighted of Evans to suppress publication of “information about the origins of 
the Emu Clan that few people outside the clan have received.”  If he really cares about his informants and 
their culture, he might also think about his possible contribution to the grandchildren of those informants 
and how much they might treasure his documentation of the traditions of their ancestors.  Bottom line:  
scholarship is not and should not be a popularity contest.  While one should always respect one’s informants 
and try not to unnecessarily offend them, I believe a folklorist has a duty to report data faithfully and 
accurately and to interpret that data as best he or she can.  That credo does not allow for bowdlerizing texts 
or even worse, willfully destroying tapes of recorded tales from talented informants.     

Alan Dundes 
University of California, Berkeley 

 
AFS Fellows Announce New Book Prize 
 

The Fellows of the American Folklore Society will award a prize of at least $100 to a book that 
reflects excellent scholarship in and presentation of folklore studies. The purpose of the prize is to strengthen 
the field of folklore in the academy and in public life. Consequently, preference in awarding the prize will be 
given to works of interest to scholars beyond the discipline of folklore or to the general public.  
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Any member of the American Folklore Society may nominate a book for consideration by the Prize 
committee.  The work must explicitly be a work of folklore scholarship.  The work must be in English.  
Authors may not nominate their own books.  The work must be an original monograph or a series of essays 
by a single author focused on a particular topic.  Anthologies of documents, collections of essays by a variety 
of authors, and folklore collections that lack extensive commentary and analysis are not eligible.  For the 
current prize consideration, the work must have been first published in 2002, 2003, and 2004.  

A nominator must have read the book that is being nominated and write a nomination letter that 
describes the book, its significance for folklore studies, and its interest to a wider audience. This letter must 
be signed and should be no more than 500 words in length. A nominator should include both a phone 
number and e-mail address.  The nomination must be submitted no later than April 30, 2005. The letter of 
nomination should be attached to an e-mail and sent to ribbis1@cs.com.  The winner of the AFS Fellows 
Book Prize will be announced at the annual meeting of the American Folklore Society. In addition, the 
Fellows will help advertise the winner of the Prize to folklorists and the wider scholarly community.   
 
 
Meeting News 
 
 The Western States Folklore Society (formerly the California Folklore Society) invites proposals 
for the program of its 2005 annual meeting, to be held on April 14-16 at the University of Oregon campus in 
Eugene.  This year's conference emphasizes papers and panels focusing on subcultures, vernacular art, film, 
religion, and folklore and the environment.  However, individual papers, pre-organized panels, and 
videos/films dealing with any aspect of folklore are welcome.   

Abstracts of proposed papers are due by February 28, 2005, and must be 75-100 words in length.  
Please use the following format when submitting your abstract: last name, first name; affiliation and email 
address (in parentheses); paper title; abstract.  For example: O'Hara, Scarlett (University of Georgia; 
scarlett@ugeorgia.edu). After All, Tomorrow is Another Day: The Folkloric Meanings of Gone 
with the Wind.   This paper discusses the folkloric meanings of....   

Abstracts should be submitted electronically to Matthew Branch at: branch1@darkwing.uoregon.edu.  
Organized paper sessions (3-4 speakers) must be accompanied by the title of the session and individual 
abstracts; panel proposals (3-4 speakers) should include the title of the panel and a 75-100 word abstract.   

Each conference participant also must send a pre-registration fee (mailed by February 28) to Daniel 
Wojcik, Folklore Studies, 1287 University of Oregon, Eugene, OR 97403-1287.  Pre-registration fee checks 
must be made out to the Western States Folklore Society.  Registration fees for regular members are $45; for 
non-members $70.  Registration fees for student/retired members are $25; for non-members $40.  
Nonmembers who join the Society at the time of registration are eligible for membership benefits, including 
reduced registration fees and a subscription to Western Folklore (please visit www.westernfolklore.org for 
information about joining the Society).  Please remember to provide your contact information (preferred 
mailing address, phone numbers, and email address).  Letters of acceptance will be sent via email, unless a 
hardcopy is requested. 
 
 The Western Kentucky University Department of Folk Studies and Anthropology is pleased to 
announce the first academic conference devoted to bluegrass music. The conference will take place on 
September 8-10, 2005, at the Kentucky Library and Museum on Western’s campus in Bowling Green, 
Kentucky.  Featured events already scheduled include a concert by J.D. Crowe and the New South, and a 
keynote address by eminent bluegrass historian Neil Rosenberg. The Symposium is sponsored by the 
Department of Folk Studies and Anthropology at WKU, with assistance from the International Bluegrass 
Music Association and the Kentucky Humanities Council.  The organizers invite proposals from all 
disciplines, on any topic relating to the history and meaning of bluegrass. Paper presentations will be 20 
minutes long, followed by 10 minutes of discussion. Panels, as a rule, will include 3 or 4 papers, or 3 papers 
and a discussant. If a proposed panel consists of papers, each participant must submit an individual proposal. 
Other forms of presentation, such as discussion sessions, will also be considered.   
 Proposals should include the title of the presentation, a proposal of up to 250 words, AV 
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requirements, and the name(s), institutional affiliation(s), if applicable, complete address(es), phone and fax 
number(s), and e-mail address(es) for all presenters.  Submit proposals and questions concerning the 
conference by e-mail to erika.brady@wku.edu or by mail to The Bluegrass Music Symposium, Department of 
Folk Studies and Anthropology, Western Kentucky University, 1 Big Red Way, Bowling Green, KY 42101; 
Attn.: Erika Brady.  The proposal deadline is March 1, 2005, with notification by the beginning of April.  

 
The Society for Ethnomusicology will hold its 50th annual meeting in Atlanta, Georgia, on 

November 16-20, 2005, hosted by Emory University.  Co-chairs Judith McCulloh and Bruno Nettl invite you to 
celebrate this first half-century.  The conference theme for this meeting is “SEM at 50.”  Sub-themes include 
the history of ethnomusicology and of SEM, areas neglected by SEM and ethnomusicology, contemplations 
on our future, African American music, musical cultures of Georgia and the Southeast, advocacy and cultural 
democracy, and diverse voices.  We’re planning a variety of special commemorative events in addition to the 
regular program.  A pre-conference will be held on November 16 on the topic “Race and Place: Invoking 
New Music Identity.”  The proposal deadline is March 15, 2005.  For more information and forms, please go 
to the SEM website, www.indiana.edu/%7Eethmusic/, and click on “Call for Presentations.” 
 
AFS Medieval Folklore Section Invites Annual Meeting Proposals 
 

The AFS Medieval Folklore Section invites submissions for presentations at the 2005 annual meeting 
in Atlanta. We are organizing a panel and a roundtable. The roundtable will discuss the relevance of medieval 
studies to current debates about theory: what are the very real contributions that the consideration of 
medieval subjects can make to theorizing ethnography, inclusivity, gender, nationalism, and heritage?  The 
panel topic is “Material Culture and Social Engagement,” including the roles played by foodways, crafts, art, 
personal display, gifts, relics, festivals, etc., and the subsequent use, interpretation, and revival of medieval 
elements.  Please send proposals by April 1, 2005, to section convener Katie Lyn Peebles by e-mail 
(kpeebles@indiana.edu) or on paper (1120 North Union Court #217, Bloomington, IN 47408). Please 
include all required AFS annual meeting registration and proposal forms, available online at www.afsnet.org 
 
 
AFS Datebook 
 
February 24-26, 2005 “Collectors, Collecting, and Collections” Symposium, International Quilt  
   Study Center, Lincoln, Nebraska (see December 2003 AFS News, p. 6) 
February 28 Deadline for nominations, 2005 Kenneth Goldstein Award for Lifetime Academic 

Leadership (see story, p. 1) 
April 14-16 Western States Folklore Society Meeting, Eugene, Oregon (see story, p. 15) 
April 15 Deadline for all proposals for AFS 2005 Annual Meeting sessions (see Invitation for 

Participation, pp. 2-13) 
April 30 Deadline for Nominations, AFS Fellows Book Prize (see story, p. 14) 
September 8-10 Bluegrass Music Conference, Bowling Green, Kentucky (see story, p. 15) 
October 19-23 AFS 2005 Annual Meeting, Renaissance Atlanta Downtown Hotel, Atlanta, Georgia 

(see Invitation for Participation, pp. 2-13) 
November 16-20 Society for Ethnomusicology 2005 Annual Meeting, Atlanta, Georgia (see story, p. 

16) 
October 18-22, 2006 AFS 2006 Annual Meeting, Milwaukee, Wisconsin 
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