
One problem remains: the book i s  interest ing and informative, delight- 
fu l  to  read and replete with factual history,  but how can it possibly 
be of use t o  fo lk lor i s t s?  The answer comes, not unenrpect&dly, from a 
cul tural  geographer, E . Joan Wilson Miller : 

However extraordinary some of them moy seem, toponyms have 
meaning and value to the cul tural  geographer. M a  y of  them 
represent selective o ra l  material disseminated regionally 
by ingrained, persis tent  speech habits. Such names belong 
t o  the folk because they are a par t  of a shared experience 
and are  a reaction t o  a real,  immediate, and prac t ica l  si- 
tuation. Some of t h e i r  or igins  are  elusive and variants 
concerning these origins exist. The study of placc. names 
indicates tha t  they afe  a geographic expression of cul tural  
processes tha t  are  s t i l l  dynamic. So they,too, a re  a par t  
of the continuum of man's changing occupance of the land.* 

Yvonne J . Milspaw 
Indiana University 

* !#.Joan Wilson Miller, "The Naming of the Land i n  the Arkansas; Ozarks: 
A Study i n  Culture ~ rocesses ,  ~ n n & s  of the Association of American 
Geographers, L I X  (1969) , 251. 

Umeasiegbu, Rems Nna , The Way We Lived, i l l u s ,  Heinemann Educational 
Books, Malta,1969. 139 pages, 

The Way We Lived i s  one of those unusual but increasingly common books 
mushrooming i n  Africa, This book i s  part icular ly strange because of the 
de ta i l s  of i t s  creation, described i n  a l e t t e r  by the author to  h i s  fa- 
ther  (page v i i i ) .  The author belongs to  the Ibo, a famous t r i b e  i n  the 
Eastern region of Nigeria. H i s  father,  G.U. Umeasiegbu, was (or  is, I 
cant t  t e l l ) ,  a leading elder  i n  the county of Aba, and he customarily 
entertained such digni tar ies  as  the councillors of the Aba Urban Coun- 
c i l .  One day when the councillors gathered i n  h i s  homestead, he asked 
h i s  son, Rems Nna Umeasiegbu, to  bring i n  palmwine fo r  the guests, The 
son served the palmwine without taking a s i p  f i s s t ,  a violation of Ibo 
custom, The father  threatened to  remove him from school, which, the fa- 
ther  f e l t ,  was corrupting h i s  knowledge of the Ibo t radi t ions.  The se- 
rious sermon following the reprimand l e f t  such an imprint on Umeasieg- 
buts mind tha t  he l a t e r  decided to  reconstruct the Ibo customs as he 
recollected them while studying a t  Oxfordshire i n  Britain. Thus h i s  
only informant i n  retrospect was h i s  father,  and h i s  only methodology, 
recollection of h i s  father 's  sermons and tale- te l l ing sessions, This 
book t r e a t s  the t radi t ional ,  fashionable path of desiring t o  recon- 
s t ruc t  the African cul tura l  past  which i s  believed t o  have died out. 
While a number of authori t ies  i n  African folklore (or studies) would 
have ins believe tha t  o r a l  t radi t ions i n  Africa are  al iving rea l i ty ,  
Mr, Ugmeasiegbu emphasizes: l lPract ical ly  all the customs detai led i n  
t h i s  book are  now obsolete and are  nowhere to  be found amongst the 
Ibo today, They have been put down here f o r  record purposes." 

This book i s  divided in to  two parts:  1. Customs and 2. Folklore, The 
customs include b i r th  of children, b i r th  of twins, teething of chil-  
dren, circumcision, marriage, hunting, naming babies, divorce, fune- 
rals, worshipping idols ,  oaths, greetings, fes t iva ls ,  games, bmking 
kolanut and hospitali ty.  The author gives synopses of the various 



customs, and points out regional variations. I n  the section on folklore, 
he brings together 48 folktsLLes, 4 folksongs, 2 reci ta t ions and a myth. 
A l l  these 52 narratives come from one t r ibe ,  He has mentioned and recor- 
ded the song texts but has not transcribed the musical notation. Thus 
it is d i f f i c u l t  f o r  a non-Ibo t o  sing the tunes, o r  t o  compare them 
with tunes from other areas. There i s  a general absence of myth and le -  
gend; no explanation i s  given f o r  this. Only one narrative, no.31, t tOr -  
i g in  of Death, ' 8  can be classif ied as  myth. I doubt tha t  Umeasiegbuts 
father had no myths and legends i n  his repertoire to pass on to his 
son. Likewise I doubt t h a t  the general absence of myths and legends in- 
dicates t h a t  the Ibo do not have myths and legends. I suspect tha t  myths 
and legends are  among some of the narratives which escaped Mr. Umeasi- 
egbuts memory. 

All along, this book speaks with the m i c e  of and i n  the language of an 
infomant. Mr.  Umeasiegbu i s  cer ta in ly  an informant i n  search of a folk- 
lo r i s t .  He does not know what t o  do with his folklore materials and he 
does not want t o  see them wasted, t h a t  is, t o  fade out of  his memory. 
The intenkions of the book should not i n  the l e a s t  be regarded a s  schU- 
lar ly .  If anything, they are pa t r io t i c  and economic. Thus the  book i s  
not organized i n  the conventional fo lk lor i s t ic ,  scholarly formah, nor 
was there or igincl ly  any attempt a t  scholarly organization. There a re  
no type and motif indexes, not i s  there a respectable scholarly in- 
troduction, The preface i s  faf below the expectations and demands of  
any folklor is t .  However, t h i s  book makes some contributions. The syn- 
opses on the wr ious  customs i l l u s t r a t e  both the need and poss ib i l i t i e s  
of a scholarly ethnography of Ibo culture. Furthermore, future scho2ars 
might want to avai l  themselves of the material provided i n  this book. 
For instance, as  a r e su l t  of the existence of many to r to i se  t a l e s  i n  
t h i s  volume, one might want t o  undertake a comparison of the role  of 
the tor to ise  i n  Ibh t a l e s  and tha t  of Anansi i n  Akan tales.  

There is, however, one unfortunate complication created by Mr. Umea- 
siegbuts rigorous editorship: "To a m i d  monotony, I have changed some 
of the names of the characters of the fables,  It does not make good 
reading i f  the tor to ise  appears a s  the principal character i n  all the 
stories." He does not mention the s tor ies  i n  which the character of the 
tor to ise  has been eliminated, Thus the importance of the tor to ise  i s  un- 
derplayed by M r .  Umeasiegbuts overprojection of h i s  personality in to  the 
narratives and his overanxiety f o r  variety, This leads to  another pro- 
blem: we cannot ascertain accurately the role  and frequency of occur- 
ence of the  tor to ise  i n  these ta les .  f i r t h e m r e ,  M r .  Umeasiegbu natu- 
rally cautions us to  doubt the authent ici ty  of the characters i n  these 
tales.  I f  h i s  e f fo r t s  t o  preserve Ibo customs i n  writ ing were fruit- 
ful,  a t  l e a s t  one thing esccped h i s  grasp: authenticity. Nonetheless, 
The Way We Lived i s  not wholly valueless; every reader w i l l  be wiser 
a f t e r  reading it. 

Sentongo Nuwa 
Kampala, Uganda 

FOLKLORE FORUM CONTEST 
The FOLKLORE FORUM wi l l  award a prize t o  the individual who correct ly  
guesses the  number of typegraphical e r rors  i n  t h i s  issue. 




