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The interrt of t h i s  paper is t o  present jokes told by black Americans which 
r e l a t e  t o  the black view of white Americans and of some aspects of white 
culture. The main purpose of collecting jokes of t h i s  s o r t  was t o  discern 
why the informants t e l l  the jokes, how these jkkes re la te  t o  black American 
at t i tudes about white America, and how the informants f e e l  these jokes serve 
the i r  purposes and the llbede of t h e i r  audience. Much a t t en t  ion has been 
given to the  e n s u i x  conversations with the informants i n  hopes of e l i c i t i n g  
from them the i r  a t t i tudes  toward the jokes and t h e i r  opinions on the "black 
problemH in t h i s  country. Thus we may be able t o  see some ways in which 
t h i s  pressing pmblem might re la te  t o  the types of jokes being narrated, 
It is hoped tha t  the reader w i l l  achieve a greater understanding of why these 
types of jokes are being told by black Americans. It i s  also t o  be hoped 
that  a greater awareness and understanding m a y  be achieved by whites about 
blacks i n  America through the ideas and a t t i tudes  expressed. Indeed many 
of the a t t i tudes  ref lected i n  t h i s  paper are among the dominant l i n e s  of 
thought expounded by the Black Power movement in America. 

THE JOKES AND THE INTERVIWS 

The first group of jokes was collected from Ronald Tylor on November 4, 
1968. Mr. Tylor is a 23 year  old graduate student a t  Indiana University. 
He is a native of Milwaukee, Wisconsin, an3 gives h i s  re l ig ion  a s  Grisha 
Voodoo. The jokes were col lected a t  the apartment of the informant, although 
I had or iginal ly  discussed collecting poss ib i l i t ies  and his  general a t t i -  
tudes e a r l i e r  a t  a dance. The informant told the jokes over t e a  and coffee, 
and afterwards we discussed wkry he f e l t  tha t  while people were "funny." 

The Jokes 

1. There's t h i s  uh- black cat  from the north, ya know, he 's a bad nigga, 
and he went dom t o  the south, ya know, driving his  uh- white Eldorado Cadil- 
lac ,  and he drove into t h i s  gas s t a t ion  i n  Southern Indiana. Right i n  front  
of him was another black man i n  an old b e a t u p  pick-up truck. And the  f i l l -  
ing s ta t ion  attendark walked out and he sa id  uh- whatcha want boy? And 
the black ca t  i n  the pick-up truck sa id  uh- gimmie a dol la  wortha regula. 
And the s t a t i o n  attendant said, gimmie a dol la t s  worth of regula - what? 
The black man said, ah uh, please mista charlie. So mista charl ie  gave him 
a d o l l a r s  worth of regula and charged him a dol la  f i f t y  and sa id  naw g i t  
on out a heah boy. So the black ca t  in the  pick-up truck left .  So then 
the nigga from the  north, he pul l s  up i n  t h i s  uh- white Eldorado Cadillac, 
j.n h i s  sharkskin su i t ,  s i l k  socks, Stetson hat, Stacy Adams shoes, jus t  
clean, you know. And uh- r i g h t  away the white bay i s  really Impressed, 
you know. So the nigga reaches over and pushes a button and the  window 
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slides down a l i t t l e  bit and the  white cat say, whatddyah want buy? And the 
nigga say uh- f i l l  it up. And the white boy say f i l l  it up, what? He say 
fill it up man, I a in ' t  got all day, come on, f i l l  it up. The white bay 
say, f i l l  it up, what? With gas, fool, come on I a in ' t  gat a l l  day, So 
the white bay went inside the t i l l k g  station and he got his  r i f l e  and 
he cam back out with his  r i f l e  and he looked dead in the niggars eye and 
he pointed over a t  a bush abmt 200 yards away and he said, nigga, see that  
fly on thet  bush 200 yards awaly? And the nigga s q ,  yea, I see it; so the 
white buy took the r i f l e ,  aimed and f i red  and he ki l led th is  f l y  without 
touchix the  bush an& he looked back a t  the nigga waitin for  the nigga t o  
respond lrith wh- i f  you please mista charlie but instead the nigga pushed 
th is  button and rol led the window a l l  the way down and leaned over and push- 
ed a button to the glove compartment, and pulled out a saucer. And he 
said hold that bay, to  the white cat, and he reached over t o  h is  glove com- 
parbent  and pulled out an apple and he reached in h i s  inside coat pocket 
and he pulled out a razor and he threw the apple in the a i r  and he grabbed 
the razor and sliced around i n  the a i r  with a l l  kinda f a s t  beautiful motions 
so. quick and so fast ,  that  he peeled the apple, cored the apple, and sliced 
it So thin i n  that  s p l i t  second with tb.t razor, that when it h i t  the sau- 
cer it was applesauce. And the white bay said, what uh- what was that uh- 
regula or ethyl? 

2. Therer s th i s  nigga who went to  the 'Sip, you know, uh- Mississippi, 
that  is, and uh- he was wandaring around to different restaurants and things 
l ike  that, af ter  the c i v i l  rights b i l l  had passed, you know. So he s a t  down 
a t  one r e s t w a n t  counter anJ. the waitress said uh- I ' m  sorry but we don't 
serve niggas here. And he said, well, you're going to serve me and she 
said well I'll p get the manager, so she went and got the manager ard the 
manager came over and he sa i i  uh- A i n ' t  you heard what the waitress said, 
we don't serve niggas heah. An the black cat  said vie11 look, you're going 
to  serve me cause I ' m  the president of the local  chapter of the NAACP and 
if yon don't s e m  me wetre going to  wicket your store and we're going to 
sit  i n  here. LSO the white dude said, ahh, ahh, a l l  right, I 'll serve ya, 
1'11 serve ya, what you want? The nigga said, I want a f r i ed  chicken. 
So he said, ah' ,  a l l  right. So while the cook was frying the chicken 
the manager went aver and talked ta some young toughs about town and then 
he went on back inside. About twenty-five minutes l a te r ,  the chicken was 
done and the waitress brought it out and s a t  it on the niggaf s plate. And 
the nigga put the l i t t l e  napkin around h i s  neck a d  about that  time about 
seven or eight tough6 that was standint i n  the corner, walked up and sur- 
rounded the nigga, you know, and he I s  sittin there and he looked and he 
saw Iem. And they said, goan nigga, goan, its yo chicken, you ordered it, 
goan, b u t t h e  manager told us, whatever you do that chicken, we goan do to  
vOUm So the black man looked around a t  Bm a coupla times and he picked up 
the salt ahd he sprinkled salt ori the chicken, put the' s a l t  d m  and he 
looked a t  (ern a coupla times and he picked up the chicken in his  hands and 
he rolled it around, a& around in his  hands ti1 the t a i l  w a s  up, and then 
he kissed it, smack. And he looked a t  'em a coupla tjmes. 

3. They workint down i n  this  general store, ya see, down some where, i n  
so@ southern state, they all alike. And uh- aw, this  was a real  hick town. 
The dudes around the general store would sit around, you know, and be talkin1 
nonsense. So t h w  were a l l  s i t t i n t  around one day, so uh- one day, one of 
'em ( a l l  of tern were white) proaosed that they would have a penis weighing 
contest since uh- the manager had just got a new scale for weighing meat, 



so they decided t o  have a l i t t l e  contest, you know. Course there was po 
Sam over in the corner, he was the nigga they haad hired to do a l l  the work, 
you know, sweeping the floor. So they said cane on, everybody put i n  the i r  
dolla, you know, there was about trrenty of 'em I suppose, so evelyboQ put 
in  a dolla and,the one who had the heaviest one would get dl the money* 
So pol Sam was over there workin1 and they said, come on over here Sam, 
put you dolla in. But he said, naw, naw, thats alr ight  I don't want to 
get i n  on it. They said, cane on Sam, ~ 1 1 t  yodol la  b, you wanta keep yo 
job heah? He said, aw yea, I wanna keep job. So he put h i s  dolla in 
cause they figured they was just goan g i t  another dolla from another nigga. 
So w a y  they startedweighing and therefs  th i s  one cat  i n  tom, his  name 
was John the lover, you know, and John the lover was sup~osed to  have the 
biggest thing around. So he threw it on the scale and his thing was four- 
teen pounds. And they said, damn, John, you sho got a biggun, John, look 
l i ke  you done won all the money. Yea, but, then there was ole Sam, Samuel, 
not Sam the sweeper; t h i s  was a white boy named Sam and he figured he was 
a lover too cause he s lept  with everybody's wife in the county so he fi- 
gured he musta had him somethin?. So he threw it up on the scale but it 
only weighed about thirteen and a half pounds, you know, so he said, well 
I guess uh- uh- I didn't win that so everybody figured thaU ole lovinf 
John had a l l  the monq, you know. So they went around weighfn1 and every- 
body had various weights around eight pounds, nine pounds, etcetera, etcetera. 
Then somebody saicl, aw wait, we done forgot ole pot Sam the sweeper. So 
t h q  said, come on over here Sam. And Sam said, uh- uh- naw, naw, that 's  
alright, that  's okay, I don't want t o  get in on it. Come on over here Sam, 
yoll w a n t  t o  keep yo. job? Sam said, aw yeah, I wanna keep my job. They 
said, okw Sam, weigh it. So Sam took it out and threw it on the scale mid 
it broke the scale, boy. So they said, damn, look l ike  ole pot Sam done 
m n  a l l  the money. So they gave Sam the money and Sam went m i n t  home 
t o  Nellie his wife. So he broke i n  and said, Nellie, Nellie, look a t  a l l  
the mmey I done won dawn at  the general store and Nellie say, Sam you been 
gmblj-nr? He say, nm, naw, Nellie I waten gmblinf.  She say, how you 
win this money? m a t  you doin' w i t  a l l  this money? Hmld you win th is  
money? He said, uh, well uh, uh, uh, uh, we had a contest. She say what 
kinda contest was i t ?  He say, it was a duh, uh, uh, a, a, dick weighing 
contest. She sary, you mean yo1.l done won a l l  th i s  money showin1 yo dick? 
He say, HUH, I only showed half of it. 

The Interview 

Collector: The jokes tha t  you told me you knew a t  that  dance, where did 
you f i r s t  hear them? 
Informant: Oh, around; I canlt really remember exactly where I f i r s t  heard 
them. Oh I think usually a t  bullshit  sessions, you know. 

C I I 'see; why do you usually t e l l  them and where? 
I: I t e l l  jokes about white people cause they're funny. I t e l l  'em when 
I f m  with the fellas.  Depending on the compaqr though, I sometimes t e l l  'em 
around females, you know, when we're a l l  high. 

C1 Beaause white people are funny or beoause the jokes are funny? 
I: Well, because number 1, white people are f q  and number 2, because 
the jokes are funny. Well, a l o t  of the jokes aren't necessarily funny. 
The j o b s  a l o t  of times are not an white people. Many times they about 
black people, uh- on Chinese or  Jews o r  sanething l ike  that. But, sametimes, 
you know, it s a way of rel ief .  If you can laugh at someone then you dont t 



have t o  hate 'em so much. 

C: Oh I see; I take it t h a t  you don't par t icular ly care f o r  them? 
I: For whom? 
C: White people. 
I: Oh I don't mind them. They're negligible you know. 

C: I see; they're neg l i eb le?  
I: Urn hum. 

C: Why have you gotten so  wrapped up i n  t h i s  black na t ional i s t  movement? 
Oh I don't rea l ly  mean wrapped up .... 
I: Oh, I lm defini te ly wrapped up i n  it. That Is a good statement. YJell, 
because I don't believe we're going t o  g e t  anything through white America. 
I don't believe tha t  we're going t o  get  aqything unless we can adclress the 
power structure i n  America as  a group of peeple, you know. A s  long as we 
have these l i t t l e  fractianated and divided organizations they don't  real ly  
constitute enough numbers to really make a w  demands on the government. 
And itT s obvious t h a t  the government is  not going to do anything for  us. 
It hasn't  done anything, oh l e t ' s  see, f o r  about say f o r  200 years when 
it could have. Itts not going t o  do a q t h i n g  f o r  us now. 

C: Oh yes, I remember, not too long ago, tha t  I had to ld  you th& I had 
gone t o  hear the lecture on the *supposed myth of black sexual superiorityn 
and you to ld  me a t  that time tha t  I should have stood up during the lecture 
and told everyone t h a t  black men are sexually superior. Don t you remember 
t e l l i n g  me that?  
I: Oh, yea, you s ta r ted  expounding about the sexual myth, and I said you 
should have t o l d  the l ec tu re r  t h a t  all of it 's t rue,  you know. Because it 
is true despite how it became true, you know, uh- no matter what you say 
about w e l l  uh- a =rson's body is a versonls body. But i f  i t s  wrapped up 
in someboe rs mind the t t h i s  particii lar body is svuerior uh- more superior 
than t h i s  par t icular  body and everybody thinks that ,  then the  body IS 
superior. It's l i k e  Ood, yo11 know; everybody thinks there 's  a God. 

C: Would you say that  itf s a l l  psychological, then? 
I: I wolildn't say t h a t  i t s  ALL psychological, but  I .... 
C: Then, exactly what is it tha t  you're trying to say? 
I: Okay; well, it goes into a big long, long, thing about uh- how black 
people were  allowed t o  use their bodies, you know, I mean slavery, etcetera,  
etcetera,  you know, they became menial people you know, and uh- the white 
people they didn ' t  do any work, didn ' t  use t he i r  bodies and they t r i e d  t o  
excell  in the area of the mind. And they became very unused t o  using the i r  
bodies, you know, and uh- l i k e  they can ' t  dance, you know, I don't care 
what you say, you know, there 's  a l o t  of 'em who w i l l  get  out and t r y  a 
l i t t l e  thing but they real ly  can't  dance, you know, and it wasn't u n t i l  
the twist came along tha t  they rea l ly  t r i e d  dancing anti the Beatles, you 
know; before then they wouldn't even try, A n d  uh- i t ' s  jus t  t h a t  black 
people have been conditioned to, you know, responding physically and white 
pe ople have been conditioned t o  intel lectual ize across the experience 
and over the experience,you know, and try to pretend tha t  a man is defined 
by h i s  a b i l i w  t o  use fourteen syl lable  words, instead of h i s  ab i l i t y  to 
beat sombodyfs ass, yon know, And i f  you're superior in t h i s  aspect of 
the body, the strength of the body, then I sunpose quite naturdlly y o u t U  
be superior sexually, you know. And even i f  t h i s  weren't true, i t 's so 



hung- up i n  everybody's mind, black and white in America, t ha t  f o r  a l l  prac- 
tical. purposes a l l  the Sllythology i s  true.  

C: What about yourself? How do you r a t e  yourself as  far a s  sex is concerned? 
I: Rate myself? I don't understand what you mean. 

C: A l l  r i g h t  then, what category would you put yourself in if there was a 
grading scale from good t o  bad, using the  numbers one through ten? 
I: I couldnf t do that ,  I mean I 've never rated myself l i ke  t h a t  before. 
I don't l i k e  comparisons. 

C: A l l  r ight ,  f a i r  enough, then do you psychologically f e e l  you are  super- 
i o r  sexually or  physically, o r  just  how do you f e e l  about YOURSZW, SEXUALLY'! 
I: I 've been told tha t  E!n quite  good. 

C: Have females actually come out and to ld  you tha t?  
I: Yeah. 

C: What abotlt t h a t  joke i n  which Sam wins a l l  the money because of h i s  
huge size? 
I: What a b u t  i t ?  

C: Well you use comparisons in tha t  joke; if you don't  l i k e  comparisons 
then why do you use them in your jokes? 
I: Ah hel l ,  jokes a re  meant t o  be fumy. 

C: In  that same joke, what does Sam mean t o  you? 
I: White Sam? the wliite or black Sam? 

C: The black man th?.t m n  a l l  of the money. Do you think he is the typicdl 
stereotype? 
I: Yes, 5: guess I might say tha t  he is, you know. Most white people think 
tha t  we are big, black, stupid and ugly. And I guess t h a t  o le  pol Sam kinda 
wo~ild f a l l  i n  tha t  category. But i n  a way, Sam is actually the smart One 
though, a f t e r  a l l ;  he did win a l l  the money. This all sor ta  f i t s  i n  with 
what I sa id  ea r l i e r  about white people being so damned funny. 

C: How is  that? 
I: Well they t r y  t o  dance l i k e  niggas, you know, and they look furmy try- 
ing to dance l i k e  niggas, you know. And uh- they're rea l ly  stupid in 
assuming a l o t  of things tha t  they assume which makes them very funrgr, you 
know, l i k e  there were people on tha t  Black America se r i e s  on TV who went 
along swing th? t  uh- oh when they had the niggras on t h e i r  plantation tha t  
the niggra8 were happy, you know, anu they danced and did a l l  that,  you 
know, and this o le  fool couldn't see t h a t  the reason t h a t  the niggas was 
dancint and singin 1 &ile they were using t h e i r  sledge hammers was so tha t  
they ca i ld  ge t  r i d  of some of t h e i r  ambition and some of t h e i r  desire  t o  
use the sledge hawner on this white boy, you see. And of course they thought 
the niggas was h a p ~ y  you know, but  it was really a cover up f o r  what they 
were really thinking, you know. Jus t  l i k e  ole pot Sam; he was smart cause 
he only showed half of his,  uh- rod, you kmw. He didn ' t  want them dumb 
white boys t o  know how powerful he rea l ly  was. 

C: I see, I see. YJhat does lf John the  loverH mean t o  yon? W h y  do you 
think that was  important enough t o  be included i n  the joke? 
I: HhQ1P, l e t  me see; well, for  one thing them white boys and g i r l s  are 



pret ty  momiscuous. I hate to  generalize l i k e  t h a t  but  they always t a lk  
about black p e o ~ l e  having w ~ c h  low morels and a l l  that,  yon know, they 
seem t o  forget t h a t  we a s  a groip of people are  on&r ~ r o d u c t s  of our en- 
vironment, you know, and since we only had than to  copy from it was only 
natural t h a t  sane of us might follow slit. They blamed us fo r  what a l o t  
of t h e i r  "genteel society1t folks was actually doing bekind each others' 
backs. It was then who f i r s t  brought abol~t  t h a t  "double standard," you 
know. "John the lover" sinply personifies the hypocrisy of the i r  society. 

C: Okay, I understand. Do you fee l  t ha t  "John the lovertt typifies the 
whole of t h e i r  society? 
I: Yeah, I would defini te ly s q  the majority. It brings attention to 
t he i r  degeneracy . 
C: m a t  would you sqy was the most i .qor tan t  function of t h a t  joke or  
what aspects of that joke do you Think real ly  come across when you t e l l  
it t o  someone else? 
I: Well* actually, the most i w o r t a n t  t l h g s  about tha t  joke i s  t h e  f a c t  
that  is shows how dumb them vhi te  suckers rea l ly  are. Here they are  with 
nothint t o  do so they have a s i l l y  ass DICK weighint contest. The niggas 
are a l l  out wo&in' too hard to be thinkin! about having such a stupid 
contest. Plus th is ,  they end ug losing all of the i r  money t o  t h a t  big 
nigga who i s  supnosed t o  be the epitome of "nigga-ness. a And l a s t ly ,  it 
shows that  sexually they a i n ' t  worth a damn and t h a t  ttstupidtl nigga has 
won on a l l  three counts. 

C: Are you haaqy f o r  "nigga SamY then? 
I: Yeah, i n  a way, but he sti l l  wasn't a s  domineering i n  t h a t  joke l i k e  
he should have been. Like, i n  t h a t  f i r s t  joke I told,  t h a t  nigga from 
the north rea l ly  made t h a t  white bay look l i k e  a fool. 

C: Oh pnh,  I see wha.t  yo?^ mean. By the wa;,, wQy did you c a l l  him a ncat l t?  
I: Well i t ' s  cool to  be called a acat,H yar know, hip, or the  new term 
is real ly  "in.* 

C: I take it that you rea l ly  zppraved of the actions of t h a t  black ca t  
from the north? 
I: Yoah , I rea l ly  do. For one thing, he's the typical  stereowpe that  
whites have about city niggas, y a ~  know. They think t ha t  a l l  an$ nigga 
wants t o  do i s  to  make a. l i t t l e  money and then spend it a l l  on a big  car, 
l i k e  tha t  Cadillac. Only i n  the joke, it shows that U a t  c i t y  nigga a i n ' t  
so dumb a f t e r  a l l .  Also he's clean t o  boot. 

C: \That do you nean by "clean?" 
I: You know, uh- r ea l ly  dressed sharp, uh- pressed, l e t  me see, he rea l ly  
knows how t o  dress with good expensive clothes t h a t  match. I n  other words, 
he dresses with very good taste.  

C: 0, I see. Pihen you mentioned tha t  he mas a "bad nigga," does tha . t  mean 
the same a s  cool or clean? 
I: Yeah, about the same. 

C: m a t  does tha t  black man i n  the pick-up truck mean t o  you or what makes 
him important? 
I: He typi f ies  the "black sambofl type, you know, the  old accomodating 
"coloredn man. He's important because he shows tha t  there a re  two types 



of blacks in t h i s  country today, the passive "uncle Tomn type and on the 
other hand you have the type of black m a  who i s n ' t  going to take aqy  s h i t  
from anybo*. I n  a way, t h i s  l a s t  tyne s o r t  of f i t s  i n  with my views on 
violence. 

C: 'mat tyDe of violence? 
I: You know, organized t o  h e l ~  the black man i n  t h i s  country. To help him 
get  tha t  white monkey o f f  .his back. 

C: I don't understand what you mean. :hat do you mean by vhi te  monkey? 
I: I mean t h a t  white leech tha t ' s  been bleeding ray people dry. He's been 
promising a whole l o t  but he a i n ' t  done nothin' yet. 

C: Phy did you put an emphasis on the word Ncoloredv i n  your statement 
about the passive accomodating colored man? 
I: Because as I sa id  before, there are two types of blacks i n  t h i s  country, 
the so-called colored who wollld prefer being called colorea since it doasntt  
seem so close t o  black and more closer t o  being white. And then there 's  
the black man t h ~ t  1 s proud of' being blaclc and being cal led black; he doesnl t 
t r y  t o  assimilate h i s  cul tural  valiie within the mahstream of the white 
society by trying to  be som thing he a i n ' t  and by demeaning h i s  own values 
by attemyting to  replace them with something tha t  i s  close t o  whiteness. 
What does dolored mean? It means something tha t1  s mixed. Even thoangh I: 
know tha t  as a race we a re  quite mixed physically, as a cu l tura l  en t i ty  we 
are  qui te  unique and dist inct ive.  

Gr I see what yo11 mean. How does t h a t  black ca t  i n  your joke f i t  in with 
your views on violence? Do you think that would r ea l ly  solve the problem? 
I: The way it is, is t h a t  being i n  America and being defined as an Amer i- 
can c i t i zen  and being granted by the Consti-bition uh- the r igh t s  of  an Ameri- 
can c i t izen  i n  America, then there 's  no reason fcr  me t o  be able to exer- 
c ise  these r ights .  But violence i s  not the issue; the only issue is m(y 
r ights  2nd 1'11 go to any re so r t  necessary t o  obtain q y  r ights .  I n  tha t  
joke abo-it t he  dude from t h e  north, well t ha t  ca t  is simply showin' tha t  
he a i n ' t  afraid of nothing. And t h a t ' s  the essence of the whole black pro- 
blem in this country today. Bbcks, It11 say most blacks, especially our 
generation, are  no longer Sfraid to stand up and take what belongs t o  
us through our association with t h i s  country and tha t  is simply the 
r ights  t h a t  were defined in the Constitution. Even though t h i s  joke depic- 
ted a northern nigga, i t ' s  t rue  of a l l  the blacks i n  t h i s  country today, 
except fan. those few who haven't made up t h e i r  mind on whether o r  not they 
want t o  play white or be proud of what they are. Even i n  that second joke 
I to ld  you about tha t  black man going to t h a t  restaurant in Mississippi he 
showed those whites t h a t  he was m fool. No type of threats  are going t o  
stop us blacks from showing the r e s t  of the world how hypocritical and sick 
these white Americans rea l ly  are. 

C: I noticed tha t  when you referred t o  par t icular  white persons you spoke 
of them as being "baysa or  t h a t  "Yuhite bopn Do you say this because many 
whites have called black men "boys" fo r  so long? What i s  your reason f o r  
saying th i s?  
I: No, not really.  The reason why I say t h i s  is because I define a man as 
number 1, somebody who w i l l  protect h i s  women and uh- scaneone who t r e a t s  
other individuals as men. llnd these white boys don't protect  t he i r  women. 
A l l  they protect i s  t h e i r  dollar,  and they t r e a t  everybody e l s e  as though 
they were devils. 



C: I n  yam first  jake you sa id  that t he  gas s t a t ion  was i n  Southern Indiana, 
was there any p a r t i c i ~ l a r  reason fo r  using Southern I n d i ~ n a ?  
I: reah, for  one thing, as far as I f m  concerned Southern Indiana is grossly 
prejudiced. I n  fac t ,  there arenf t too many  lazes ?n the  north t h a t  aren't.  
Also the gas s ta t ion attendant typified how ridiculous these whites r e d l y  
are. The f a c t  that he placed so much value on the  blacks saying nif you 
please m i  s t a  charlie. * 

C: What about specific whites tha t  you know? How are the white students 
i n  yovr classes? Do they f a l l  in the category of most of the whites you 
described i n  the jokes? 
I: Well, no. Not a l l  of them a t  l e a s t  b u t t h e n  those few only get  t o  
know you on a very elementary level.  They don't care to rea l ly  associate 
with you outside of c lass  because t h e i r  t rue opinions of you have &ready 
been formed a long time ago, when they were k id3  ... 
C: Do you know srry that  you wo11ld call friends? 
I: No, there a.rent t any t ha t  I wolild c a l l  a friend. They ' re  entirely too 
two-faced. You could never depend on them i f  yo11 were i n  a t i g h t  squeeze. 

C: How do you think those jokes would be received by your black peers? 
Do you think your black brothers would l i k e  then? 
I: Oh, I know they wotrld. Mainly because even though they are  jokes and 
meant to be laughed a t ,  they pa in t  qui te  an ugly picture of what has evolved 
here i n  America among the  two races. I'm sure thz t  yon co111d f ind actual 
instances of s i m i l a r  if not the same circumstames th& have actually taken 
place. Like I said before, a black man has to laugh i n  order t o  keep h is  
s a n i Q  . 
Observations on Ronald Tylor's Jokes 

There is one theme which dominates two of the  jokes told by Ronald Tylor. 
This dominant theme is the sheer foolishness of the  whites involved i n  the 
f i r s t  two jokes. Althoiigh t h i s  sane theme is present in the th i rd  joke, 
it does not assume a central  ro le  i n  t h i s  l a s t  joke. I n  the t h i r d  joke 
it might be called. a counter-theme running concurrent3y with the major o r  
most important theme. I n  many cases these minor themes aid or  influence 
the significance of the major or  dominant theme. 

I n  examining joke 1, I found that i t  was s igni f icant  because of the many 
counter-themes running through it. One counter-theme of t h i s  joke is the 
f a c t  that the  Negro from the north is so ffclean," to use the informant's 
phrase. The f ac t  of the Negro being so well dressed serves t o  demonstrate 
a stereotype which most Negroes can readily identi*. He is  a figure qui te  
familiar t o  the average timerican black and there i s  something about him 
which draws contempt as well  as admiration. Even with a l l  h i s  finery, he 
i s  s t i l l  not highly regarded i n  t h e  black community, as he represents a 
pimp figure or even the imge  of gigolo or gambler. Even Tylor, despite 
his admiration for  t h i s  character, real izes  tha t  t h i s  type of Negro i s  
one of the "typicaltt negative s t e r so t  s harbored by whites. This i s  
clear  when he s tates:  "They f r r h i t e s y ~ i n k  t h r t  a l l  any nigga wants 
t o  do is to make a l i t t l e  money ~ n d  then s p e d  it all on a b ig  car--only 
i n  the joke it shows tha t  t h a t  c i t y  nigga a i n f t  so dumb a f t e r  all ."  This 
is, however, a stereotype t h a t  many niddle-class blacks also have of 
there lmer-class  brothers. M r .  Tylor also f e l t  t ha t  even though the 
black "catn had these rsossibly negative at t r ibutes ,  t h i s  black Rdudell was 



s-3.11 "smart." He made the gas s ta t ion  attendant too , f ee l ,  2nd ac t  fool- 
ish. 

It is clear tha t  Tylor f ee l s  alienated from the Negro i n  the  o l d  pick-gap 
truck. Yet t h i s  character is made t o  lookhumorous i n  a ra ther  cont;emptuous 
way, He is what Tylor and most blacks todw would c a l l  a fltypical Tomaa 
Likewise, the gas s t a t ion  attendant is  defini te ly a stereotype of what 
many blacks wollld c a l l  a "red necked cracker." He i s  not only dull-witted 
but  also sadis t ic  and receives obvioils pleasure and a sense of superiority 
from the subjugation of h is  black victims. He appears ridiculous t o  the 
point of absurdity because he places so  much value on being cal led by a 
part icular  respectful t i t l e .  Another important counter-theme in this 
joke i s  the black lscatlst l  use of the razor. The Negro has long been re- 
garded as  quite sk i l led  and adept a t  using razors, knives, and other cutlery. 
The black "cat" f i t s  well into t h i s  Negro stereotype since h i s  ag i l i t y  
with the razor helps him t o  perform an impossible feat ,  tha t  of changing 
an apple t o  applesauce i n  f ront  of the  awed attendant. That t h e  black's 
more 'p r in i t ive  weanon d e f e a b  the white's r i f l e  wol-ld appear to be a fac- 
tor  also. 

The second joke, which a l so  uses the dominant theme of revealing the absur- 
d i ty  and foolishness of whites, is  somewhat similar -to the  f i r s t  joke in 
tha t  it a lso  uses l'typical" stereotypes, These stereotypes a r e  the wai- 
t ress ,  manager, and the young toughs i n  the restaurant, and a l l  represent 
t h a t    art of southern white America which was so greatly publicized during 
the nwneroris c i v i l  r ights  marches and si t - ins  which took place i n  the south 
a few years ago. This joke, which portrays the aggressiveness and b i t te r -  
ness of the  whites involved, also demonstrates the reserved ncoolnesslt of 
the Kegro NAACP presiderrt. Since Tylor mentiumed tha t  t h i s  Negro ventured 
into the restaurant - after the  c i h i l  r igh t s  b i l l  had been passed, it is evi- 
dent t h a t  this par t icu lar  Negro i s  using h i s  posit ion and h i s  threats  to 
assess the  value and power of the recently passed b i l l .  Nhen the NMCP 
president aDpears ncorneredll by h i s  white antagonists, he remains calm and 
calculating in the face of potent ial  disaster.  He kisses the tai l  of the 
chicken, thus indicating that  these white roughnecks could jus t  as well 
k i s s  h i s  ass. Thus the NAACPman saves face a t  the same time tha t  he saves 
h i s  own ltass.lf Once again the whites 1ookridiculous in t h e i r  attempts to 
threaten a black man. These white stereotypes f i t  well into the lldracker'l 
category and thus the joke helps the black man just i fy his  f i g h t  for  
equality by featuring disreputable, violent and openly hos t i le  whites. 

This joke functions a s  a mild tension rel iever  f o r  the  black t e l l i n g  the 
joke a s  well a s  for  the blacks l is tening t o  it. It i s  not as  aggressive 
i n  nature as  the first joke, but it does i l l u s t r a t e  the same kind of "ultra- 
cool," ncunning" black "cat," However, t h i s  black "catt1 is a respected 
man i n  h is  community. 

The th i rd  joke i s  similar to  t h e  f i rs t  two in that  it also uses stsreo- 
types, and has as om of i ts  themes the foolishness and absurdity of whites. 
In  this joke, however, the above theme i s  not the  dominant chracter is t ic  
of the joke. The dominant theme hen? is tha t  of sexual superiority. This 
joke i s  s ignif icant  because one :f its main characters i s  an accomodating 
"Tom" type, "pol ole  nigga Sam." The Negro, Sam, has a twofold function. 
He does represent the contem~tible "Tom1* but  nevertheless redeems himself 
by triumphing over the whites and then by t e l l ing  h i s  wife Nelly t h a t  he 



only showed half of h i s  prtvate parts.  Thus he exhibits h i s  craf ty 
and cunning character. By acting dumb and, as Tylor put it, as "the 
epitome of 'nigganess, "I Sam becomes a symbol of sexual su;seriority 
woven more or  l e s s  within the stereotype of the black I ' b u ~ k . ~ ~  

An important counter-theme i s  one i n  which llJohn the lover1' and white Sam 
symbolize the supposed promiscuity of many whites. Not on137 i s  this 
xupposedly inherent i n  lower-class whites, but i s  a lso  supposedly preval- 
ent among the "high society folks." A s  before, the "cracker" stereot>pe 
appears in  t h i s  ioke through those whites who are  a s i t t i n t  around and 
ta lk in1  nonsenset1 i n  the ru ra l  general store. They appear ridiculous in 
tha t  they decide t o  have an absurd "dick weighin"' contest, By using black 
Sam t o  get h i s  money they f igure on once again outsmarting a Itpot nigga." 
However, they themselves are  taken over by t h e i r  own game. 

Nelly, Sam's wife, is another etereotype, of the chattering, questioning, 
domineering black woman. Not only i s  she not appreciative of the money Sam 
has received but she must know every d e t a i l  a s  t o  how he acquired the money. 
She functions as an extra  ca ta lys t  t o  make the joke funny. 

I n  t h i s  type of joke, the l i s t ene r s  more or l e s s  expect t h a t  Irpof ole 
Samn w i l l  outdo a l l  the whites by h i s  huge si-ae. However, t h e  f a c t  t h a t  
he only showed half of himself indicates that. Sam did not want to show 
h i s  t rue  sexual power. This aspect of Sam's personality i s  what Ronald 
Tylor f ee l s  i s  part icular ly nsmrt.tl He o~itsmarts the whites by winning 
a31 of the  mney, but he also i s  crafty enough t o  rea l ize  tha t  by reveal- 
ing his t rue  sexual ~ o t e n t i a l  he might only make himself more mlnerable 
to  the maliciousness of the whites. I n  a sense, t h i s  l a s t  p a r t  of the  joke 
is related t o  what Tylor sa id  about why many Negroes conspicuously danced 
and played i n  the old south. He s t a t e s  t h a t  "the reason t h a t  t he  niggas 
was dancint and singin1 while t h q  were using the i r  sledge hammers was 
so t h a t  they could get r i d  of some of t h e i r  ambition and, some of t h e i r  
desire t o  use the sliedge hamner on t h i s  & i t e  boy." I n  r e l a t ion  t o  t h i s  
l a s t  par t  of the joke, Mr. Tylor's statement helps us t o  rea l ize  that  
there has always been an a t t i tude  of craf ty guile i n  the  everyday rela- 
t ions t h a t  many blacks have had with whltes, especially i n  the  south, 
an a t t i tude  defini te ly ref lected in much hlack folklore. 

It is d i f f i c n l t  t o  surmise the e f fec t s  t h a t  these jokes would have if to ld  
i n  the presence of a group) black o r  white. I can only guess tha t  i f  these 
jokes were to ld  in the  presence of a black group they would pmbably be in- 
terpreted in much the same way t h a t  Q l o r  interpreted them. It would no 
doubt be interest ing t o  record the  reactions of whites a f t e r  they had heard 
the same jokes. But t o  spec~llate here on t h e i r  hypothetical reactions would 
be pointless. 

Keith Newton, who re la ted  four jokes, i s  a native of Raleigh, North Carolina, 
and was a t  the time of collection (~ecember 16, 1968) an undergraduate stu- 
dent a t  Indiana University. Mr. Newton i s  22, Black American, and a member 
of no part icular  church, although he regards himself as  " f a i r l y  religious." 
The jokes were collected a t  h i s  apartment a f t e r  the informant and h i s  g i r l -  
f r iend had finished dinner. Present also were two white friends of &. 
* The informants? names have been changed. 



Newton. A s  we s a t  around I asked if anyone knew any jokes and both of the 
informant's white f r iends told several, a f t e r  whiph A!!. Newton told h i s  
four. A l l  of the jokes were recorded, but those to ld  by the wfiites were 
not i n  any way rac ia l ly  ntiEged." The whites seemed t o  enjoy Mr. Newton's 
jokes, but had l e f t  before I conducted my interview with him. 

The Jokes 

1. One time there was t h i s  g i r l  and her mother, they stayed together, her 
father  was dead, And the g i r l ' s  mother always told her t h a t  when she got  
sixteen, she wo~ild l e t  her go o i ~ t  on her f i r s t  date. So it just  so happened 
that the g i r l  turned sixteen and the big g i r l s  were having a party, ya know, 
and she wanted to  go out with the big g i r l s .  And it just  so happened t h a t  
she went out with a colored boy t h a t  night. So the g i r l ' s  mother waited up 
tha t  might waiting f o r  her daughter to  come home. So, f ina l ly  tha t  night 
about 12:30 the g i r l  came home ard she just  walked slowly past  her mama. 
Her mama s a y ,  chile,  what the matta w i t  yon, come here. She say, what you 
want mama. I want you t o  t e l l  me everything thr-t happened tonight. 'rvhatls 
wrong? Why you acting so strange? The g i r l  say mama, my new dress is tore, 
my t i t t i e s  are  sore, and I don't  think 1'11 be able t o  pee no more. 

2. One time the= were these two h i l l b i l l i e s  t h a t  stayed up in  the mountains, 
a granddaughter and her grandmother. And the  granddaughter got  a colored 
boyfriend from near by. And uh- she wanted t o  have sex with her bayfrjielid 
but she couldn't think of a way t h a t  she could to  it withoiit her grandmother 
finding eut about it. So she f ina l ly  told her boyfriend t h a t  she was going 
t o  cut a hole in the f loor  and fo r  him t o  come t h a t  night and s t ick  hisself  
up through the f loor  and she was going t o  ge t  on him. So tha t  night about 
nine o 'clock she cut  a hole i n  the floor, a m  sho 'nough he came and stuck 
hisself  uo throilgh the f loor  and she got on him. And they were having a 
good time. Finally, the grandmother came in and said, granddaughter, what 
i n  the world are  you doing? Get out of here. And the boy was  under the 
f loor  and he didn't  know what was going on so he just  l e f t  hisself  st icking 
up i n  there. So the o l d  grandmama looked around and she d idn ' t  see aobocly 
lookin' a t  her, so she took off a l l  her clothes anct she jumped on. And 
it s t a r t ed  getting good to the dude under t h e  floor anc! a f t e r  a while he 
jus t  s t a r t ed  r i s i n t  and risinl so the grandmother said, granddaughter, 
granddaughter, come here quick and bring the axe. The granddaughter came 
i n  with the axe and said, what you want me t o  do, chop it down? The grand- 
mother said, hell ,  naw, chop a hole i n  the ceil ing, I 1 m  goan r ide  t h i s  mutha- 
fucka to heaven. 

3. One time there were these three men left on t h i s  island alive and they 
didn't  have but one sandwich. Sinc,? they knew they were going t o  die, they 
a l l  agreed tha t  a l l  of then! could not ea t  the sandwich and get  f u l l  so they 
decided tha t  they would go to sleep and whoever had the bes t  dream would 
ge t  the sandwich when they woke un the next morning. So the  next day they 
got  up, ya know, a.nd the white man say, well, I dreamed I had eight  million 
dollars and I was the r ichest  man i n  the world. The other -two men said, 
'ahh, how can yov. dream tha t  you had e ight  million dol la rs  and be the rich- 
e s t  man- b i . the  world? That a i n ' t  no good. So the  Jew man say ,  I dreamed 
I had ten beautiful wives and a l l  of 'em were t r ea t in '  me good. So the 
other two said, ahh, t h a t  a i n ' t  no good. So the white man and Jew man 
said, black man, what you dream? He say, I dreamed you a l l  were trying t o  
s h i t  me so I got up and a t e  t h a t  sandwich. 



b e .  There w?s t h i s  ho* family and t h i s  man had a daughter who had just  
turned sixteen. -And her f2ther  hac: always promised her tha t  when she turned 
sixteen he was going t o  have her sat isf ied.  So h i s  daughter said, daddy, 
dad*, you know what you told me, tha t  when I turned sixteen.you were going 
to  have me sat isf ied.  So her f a the r  said alr ight .  So her father went down 
t o  the corner to  look fo r  a sui table  man. Firs t ,  he sent a h o w  man t o  
h i s  daughter but she say, daddy, he too l i t t l e .  Next, he sent a Jew man to  
h i s  daughter but she say, daddy he too f a t .  Finally, he sent a black man 
to  h i s  daughter and sa id  tha t  he was just  r ight .  So the g i r l ' s  fa ther  wait- 
ed on the corner. He was waiting f o r  them t o  get through. So a f t e r  a while 
it was about twelve o'clock midnight. And f ina l ly  h i s  l i t t l e  son came 
runninl down to the corner a d  said, daddy, daddy, you know tha t  black man 
you sent home, well, he done sa t i s f i ed  s i s t e r ,  s i s t e r  sue, m a 7  lou, he 
done packed me and he waitin '  on you, so get  yo ass on down there. 

The Interview 

Collector: Why were most of your jokes r a c i a l  jokes? Did you t e l l  them 
snecif ical ly  because your *ite friends were here? 
Informant: No, I don't think so. I suppose I t o l d  them because I jus t  
know more rac ia l  jol:es than eny other types. 

C: Why is that?  Wh~t  reason do yon think h ~ s  helped you to remember so 
many rac ia l  jokes? 
2: I real ly  don't know, I guess it could be because r ac i a l  jolces during 
t h i s  day and age a re  just funnier, t h x t l s  all. 

C: Okay. Why do you t e l l  these types of jokes? 
I: To get  a laugh. 

C: Why do you think other black peo?le might t e l l  these same jokes or other 
types of r ac i a l  jokes which woilld be similar t o  these? 
I: Well there 's  a reason f o r  it. I would say tha t  jokes a re  basical ly  the 
verbal transmission of a par t icular  peo?lets experience. So I would say 
t h a t  these black jokes which a re  derogatory towards whites simply t e l l  you 
something about black experience in t h i s  country as f a r  as white people are  
concerned. The jokes Wl2t I told,  the r a c i a l  ones t h a t  is, are pa r t  of a 
qvth that  has been ~ e r p e t u a t e d  by vhites against blacks and one t h a t  blacks 
have partaken of and have come t o  dislike.  These jokes aepresent a t rue 
feeling, a human feeling. But i t 's  the kind of thing tha t ' s  self  -defeating. 
These are negative jo!ces. It 's a kind of thing where black people turn hate 
against themselves because they were not able t o  externalize the  hate that  
they f e l t  fo r  t h e i r  white oppressors. So they s t a r t ed  t o  hate themselves 
and they adog.ted t h i s  so r t  of superior sex att i t i lde about themselves. This 
was only a carry-over from the established n r i n c i ~ l e  of white suDremacy which 
said t h a t  black men wese very animalistic and sexually charged and t h i s  
kind of thing. 

C: I f  you f e e l  t ha t  these jokes are  self  -defeating a.nd negative, then why 
do you t e l l  them? 
I: Well, becavxse they're fumy and t o  ge t  a laugh. 

C: I see. Well, what do you think. about the myth that  black people are 
supposed to be superior sexually? You car1 be very truthful.  
I: (~aughs)  Oh, I ' m  going t o  be t ru thfu l  all r ight .  A black person is 



not superior oexurilly. A man i s  what he thinks he is. And t h i s  is  what the 
consequence of slavery and exploitation has been. It has been one tha t  breeds 
super humans. As of now, black people probably co~lld be sexually superior 
although I doubt it, because everybody shares a common human experience 
which is devoid of color, and I think sex is one of these things. I t ' s  
functional. I t ' s  of man t o  be sexually oriented. But I don' t  think t h a t  
there 's  a necessity fo r  black men to be superior but  I think i t ' s  one of 
the possible e f fec ts  of exploi$ation o f a  superior complex which trapped 
tliem in the socio-economic position which blacks a re  in. 

C: I don't mean to  be personal but what do you think aboi~t  yo1rrs$8f? Do 
you think that  sexually you're r ea l ly  good i n  com;s-?rison t o  the  average 
white man? 
I: I think it a l l  r e l a t e s  to understanding oneself, of one's environment 
and where one came from. I don' t  compare myself with anyone, especially 
esmebody white. I, you know, I, sef.-?k t o  know qyself. I think I f u l f i l l  
t h i s  pret ty  well, i n  a l l  terns,  in a l l  aspects. So tha t  I ' m  not concerned 
whether I ' m  equal o r  superior to a white cat. That's not the basis of how 
I judge my sexual l i f e .  I t ' s  r ea l ly  immaterial. And this is what black 
pride i s  abolzt. This i s  what throwing off the  chains of three hundred 
years of servitude is about. I t 's  about coming to rea l ize  t h a t  your being 
is not contingent uoon a white experience. 

C: You mentioned tha t  you would not want t o  com9are yourse;lf sexually with 
anyone, Then you sa id  t h a t  you e s ~ e c i a l l y  would not want t o  compare your- 
s e l f  t o  somebody white. Why is tha t?  'ray did you say, especially sanebody 
white? 
I: Okay, t ha t ' s  re la t ive ly  an easy question. Uh, f o r  all these years that  
I mentioned, three hundred o r  so  odd years, we were trapped i n  a white ex- 
~ e r i e n c e ,  a white l ife-style and thmugh this we were never fully able t o  
real ize our being, our l ife-styles.  So that,  once you have conquered that,  
once you real ize tha t  you do have a dis t inct ive cu l tura l  pattern, a distinc- 
t i ve  c ~ i l t u r a l  experience on a black bas is  then t h i s  is addressing oneself 
t o  the question of color and real iz ing tha t  there remains a humanitarian 
point of view devoid of color. When black becomes positive, then a t  t ha t  
point you have conquered the white experience. So that,  THAT becomes ne- 
gated, so tha t  you dedicate y o ~ r s e l f  then t o  defining yourself w i  thin your- 
self .  Which says tha t  if I have t o  compare, then I compare among my own- 
Because I am black and I re l a t e  t o  black. So that when I s~ ESPECIALLY 
A WHITE PERSON, this means t h a t  t h a t  is  a phase past. That's the f i r s t  
phase of rediscovery. That's an identity tha t  was l o s t  through three hun- 
dred years of sub jugatim. The primmy task of every black person i n  
th i s  country today, and that is  the thing of not divorcing oneself from 
white culture but  t o  rea l ize  t h a t  the white c i~ l tu re  has taken on an assamed 
role. This has been ~ u t  on top of what we are. So t o  divorce oneself 
from tha t  is t o  look back in to  the base and look back into the  beginning. 
I guess y a ~  could say t h a t  i n  a sense it is "a going hone." 

C: Alright, you said that  you don't  'think tha t  black people should divorce 
themselves from white cliltllre so I take it tha t  yoglre not a separat is t .  
I: Oh, I ' m  def ini te ly a separat is t .  

C: Well, if you are a separa t i s t  then how do you explain what you said 
about white c.rlture? 
I: (~aughs)  OKay, l e t '  s examine sepp-ration. Sepwation doesnr t necessari- 
l y  mean geographic relocation or all these things. Wh9.t it means i n  terms 



of relat ing t o  our present condition ana i n  terms t o  t h i s  country, is t h a t  
black p e o ~ l e ,  Spanish people, I ta l iacs ,  everbody who happens to  dwell in  
th i s  country can c a l l  themselves an American, and in this we have a common 
bound, a common bond, and i n  t h i s  we have a common experience, the American 
experience. So whan I say separation I do not mean geographic separation, 
though I would not f a i l  t o  advocate t h i s  e i ther ,  ypu know. But it does 
mean t h a t  blacks have a r ight  t o  define themselves and to  determine the i r  
destinies. It means tha t  black people must determine vvho they are  and where 
they w a n t  t o  go and they must do t h i s  from a black base, from a black per- 
spective. Then all groups i n  this country must real ize tha t  t h q y  have a 
common stake, a comm point of experience, which is the American one. 
This means that  everyboa looks across the board and. real izes  tha t  as a 
black I can rea l ize  my blackness and cannot r e l a t e  qy blackness i n  t o t a l i @  
with yol1.r whiteness and etcetera.  But t h i s  means that  we look a t  each o ~ e r  
saying t h a t  we do not understand each other f u l l y  but that  we can work to  
understand the common experience, the American exmrience. And tha t ' s ,  
t h e t l  s very defini te ly separation. Very def in i te lg  separation. I think 
tha t  t h i s  i s  the s o r t  of utopian atmosphere tha t  we wo~lld seek to  achieve. 
I think in the interim we w i l l  h v e  t o  s t r i v e  f o r  uh- geogmuhic separation, 
par t i t ioning and a l l  that.  

C: Keeping i n  mind what yo11 said about separa%ion, whxt do you personally 
think about in t e r r ac ia l  dating and marriages? 
I: I think uh- anybody who can ' t  deal with h is  ovm before self-discovery 
is  deluding himself or herself. Anybody who cannot deal with h is  own people 
through self-discovery is exneriencing a he l l  of a psychological trauma. 
I t m  not saying tha t  interracictl dating or marriages are wrong. I think it 
is  wrong if the people involved have not come t o  the distzovery of them- 
selves. Anybody t h a t ' s  black and dating a white person, i f  he has to  com- 
promise aqy of h i s  black being t o  experience a white thing, well then I think 
he 's  def ini te ly l o s t .  I know, I'm speaking from personal experience. 

C: I see. If you had a daughter woiild you m i d  her marrying someone white:' 
I: ( ~ a u ~ h s )  Yeah, I j d  mind. But i n  tha t  posit ion a s  a father  a l l  I would 
be able t o  do was offer  counsel. I muld just  hope tha t  I had raised her 
well enough so tha t  she would understand herself  well  enough so tha t  if she 
went into tha t  type of s i tuat ion she would defini te ly know t h a t  she was 
black and w b o d y  t h a t  took her, if the c a t  was white he wo~iLd understand 
tha t  she was black first. He would not look a t  her as  being a white woman 
in a black skin. 

C: What about your friends tha t  jus t  l e f t ,  do you think that they would be 
tha t  understanding? 
I: Yeah, I think so. I 've  known them for  qylite a while and I real ly  think 
tha t  thqy do understand the r a c i a l  s i tuat ion i n  t h i s  country. Of con me 
they are exceptions. 

C: How do you think they rea l ly  f e l t  about those jokes you told? Do you 
think tha t  you might have offended them? 
I: No, I don' t think so. Hell, we always kid aronnd l i k e  th7t. That Is 
certeinly not the f i r s t  t ine .  They understand. 

C: I see; what i f  they had s ta r ted  t e l l i n g  Jokes about black people, do 
you think t h a t  would have bothered you? 
I: Naw, naw, I don't think tha t  it nrould. Lf ie  I said, we always kid 
around l ike  that.  



C: Why did most of the jolces tha t   yo^ to ld  demean white sexuality? 
I: Oh, I don't know, it j u s t  makes the jokes Phnnier, t h a t ' s  all. 

C: Those jokes t h a t  you to ld  about the young g i r l  going out with the 
Negro bay and the one about the  grandmother having sex with her granddaugh- 
t e r ' s  bayfriend and also the one where the father f inds a man to sat isfy 
h i s  daughter - well, do yo11 rea l ly  believe th2.t whites a re  t h a t  promiscuous 
and have such low morals? 
I: No, not really. Like I said before, the jokes are meant t o  be funny. 
But I: do know t h a t  a l o t  of white g i r l s  are  pret ty  wild tha t  way. They 
are pretty forward. 

C: How do you know tha t?  That's a pre t ty  rash statement. 
I: Well, I basically know from my own experience. I 've  dated qui te  a few 
i n  the past. And the ones thCqt I 've dated were pre t ty  blunt about a l o t  of 
things, especially sex. 

C: But couldn't you s l y  tha t  yon wonld f ind t h a t  among aqy race and not 
just  one i n  pnrticular? 
I: Yeah, t h ~ t ' s  true, but  I 've  found tha t  white g i r l s  a re  j u s t  more wklling 
to jump into bed. A l o t  of fern do it because of tha t  sexual myth,  and then 
a 10% of 'em do it because they f e e l  i t ' s  the thing to do and then a l o t  of 
'em do it because I think they think tha t ' s  what most black boys expect 
them to  do. Black women are  much harder t o  ge t  i n  bed. I don't  know how 
they react  t o  white men though; they probably a c t  jus t  l i k e  them white g i r l s  
do to us black boys. I guess i t ' s  because we're a l l  opposites. They say 
opposites a t t r ac t ,  ya know. 

C: Hmmm. In tha t  one joke you said tha t  the sixteen year old g i r l  came 
home from her date ena t o l d  her mother tha t  she wasnl t able t o  go t o  the 
t o i l e t  ary more and tha t  her breasts were sore - why i s  that?  Ithat do you 
think her colored boyfriend had done t o  her? 
I: Well, as  f a r  as that  joke is  concerned, tha t  black boy had real ly  put 
it on her mind. 

C: I donf t understand, he had put what on her mind? 
I: (~aughs)  H i s  . . . you know, h i s  . . ., they had interconrse. And he 
r e  ally did the job . 
C: Oh, I see. Do you thinl: a white boy could hwe rea l ly  done the job? 
I: Oh, yeah, I suppose he collld. It 's funnier t o  use a. black boy since 
most people think black men are sllpposed t o  be sexually s u ~ e r i o r .  

C: Do you rea l ly  think tha t  h i l l b i l l i e s  don't care who they have sex with? 
That jake about the grandmother having sex with her  granddaughter's boyfriend 
was pret ty  low. 
I: I don't r e d l y  know what they actually do, but  you know how you hear t h a t  
r e a l  low c lass  peonle and high society peoqle w i l l  do anything. Fell, i n  
a way I don't doubt that.  

C: Do you 3ean in r e l ~ t i o n  t o  white people or  wo*lld you include low class  
Negroes? 
I: NO, not really.  I 've heard tha t  a l o t  of low c lass  blacks w i l l  do most 
aqything but I know thz t  there are  some things t h a t  they won't do. 

C: And what' s that?  



I: Well, jus t  t o  mention a col.~ple, I ' m  p r e t Q  sare tha t  they don't engage 
in oral sex and I'm also pretty sure tbt there  aren ' t  any black grandmothers 
who would hme 8 . a  with t h e i r  granddaughter s boyfriends. 

C: What makes you think tha t  t ha t ' s  t rue of whites? 
I: Oh, I don't know, it just seems l i k e  sonsthing tha t  a h i l l b i l l y  might 
do. But then, i t 's  only a joke. 

C: I n  one of the jokes you used the word "honky" t o  describe a family - 
what does tha t  mean? 
I: It's just  a way of r e l a t ing  t o  whites, l i k e  they been re la t ing  to  us 
and cal l in '  us niggas. 

C: I see; then i t ts  a derogatory t e r m  then? 
I: Yeah, in a way it is. 

C: I n  tha t  joke about the  black man sat isfying a l l  of those people - what 
does "packn mean? 
I: It's a s t r e e t  term f o r  anal intercov~rse. 

C: I see. What does tha t  joke mepn t o  you? 
I: It just  shows how t h i s  black man was so superior sexually tha t  he could 
sa t i s fy  a l l  those different  people and was still  waitin' f o r  more. 

C: Do your jokes always receive such a good response? 
I: Oh $eah, everytime I 've t o l d  them I've had a l o t  of laughs from them. 

C: Have you ever to ld  those jokes in the cornparry of other whites with whom 
you were l e s s  frtendly? 
I: No, as a matter of f a c t  I haken! t. 

C: What do you think would be t h e  reaction of the  average white may who 
heard these jokes to ld  by a black man? 
I: Well, I rea l ly  don't think thqy would l i k e  those jokes. (~aughs)  

C: Why is that?  
I: Well, nobow l ikes  to h e ~ x  derogatory statements about t h e i r  own kind, 
*ether the statements are t rue  o r  not or whether they're j u s t  jokes. I 
know tha t  they t e l l  jokes about us t h a t  I woald not par t icular ly want t o  
hear them say, but then I probably olror?ld laugh a.t t he  same joke if it was 
to ld  by another black man. 

C: What about your friends though? Those fellows tha t  were here? 
I: Oh them, oh meil, they're different .  They understad,  l i k e  I sa id  be- 
fore, they are  a l i t t l e  more intel l igent .  

C: I see. I n  tha t  joke abotrt the three men on the  islpnd with the one sand- 
wich - well, why do you think t h ~ t ' s  funqy? 
I: Well, mainly 'cause most whites a r e  so interested in makin' t h ~ t  dol la r  
t h a t  they t h b k  about it so much th2t  they end up s ta rv in  '. (Laughs) 

C: I was under the impression tha t  Jews are  always concerned about making 
money. Haw i s  it tha t  i n  your joke he mas so interested i n  women t h ~ t  he 
dreamed about them? 
I: Oh, I don't know. I guess it was just  the way I s a . i ~  it. But you could 



change the joke and make it different,, depending on :,hat you wanted empha- 
sized. In fact, yo11 cor~ld change it so the black man was made t o  look l i k e  
the fool. I ' m  sure t h e t t s  how a white person would do it. They would pro- 
bably t e l l  it so that  t h e  black man Tias interested i n  only having sex o r  
how many  broads he c a ~ l d  screw o r  scmethin' l i k e  th l t .  

C: I see. I n  general, how do you f e e l  about white people? 
I: I dis l ike  the inage of what white stands for .  I d is l ike  the  a t roc i t i e s  
t h a t  I 've seen canmitted abainst the  vast  majority of the  people of the world. 
I d is l ike  violent ly what white people stand for.  I n  terms of white people 
I recognize the oossibi l i ty  of them being humanized. I see them as human 
forms, people who have not y e t  been civil ized. Peowle who are  s t r iv ing  t o  
become human beings. So I p i ty  white p e o ~ l e  i n  gemeral. 

C: So, youare saying tha t  they are  not c iv i l ized  but you do see them in 
t h e i r  human form? 
I: Yes. 

C: But basically you don't f e e l  t h ~ t  they a re  civilized. 
I: Yeah, yeah, I guess tha t ' s  one way of putting it. A c iv i l ized  man is 
one that  pract ices  whcot he preaches. k man who respects people. Civiliza- 
t ion  coilld, but  only a small p ~ r t ,  be measured by technological advances 
and these so r t  of things such as  &etve evolved i n  th i s  country. Ittq 
only c iv i l ized  i n  terms of the manner thgt i t t s  used. I t 's  a world bf 
white machines tha t  happen t o  be in human forms who possibly co t~ld  become 
full-fledged human beings and join the  world of civi l izat ion.  But this 
has ye t  t o  come. 

C: How do you fee l  about Don and Mike? ( ~ d .  note: the whites present a t  
the  joke te l l ing)  Fince they're white, how do you f e e l  about them? Do you 
f e e l  tha t  theytre uncivilized? 
I: On a person to person basiv I don't think you clzll say tha t  they are  
uncivilized. Let me say th is ;  I made a gene ra l i~a t ion  about the image of 
white America and I sa id  t h a t  it was an uncivilized and savage one. I 
think t h a t  there are people within tha t  general context tha t  have been able 
t o  solve cer tain problems, who have been able t o  look a t  themselves through 
various meas and found tha t  there is a common human experience and though 
we can't relt7te t o  the same music, though we cant t  rela.te t o  the same styles,  
we can r e l a t e  t o  l i f e  i t s e l f  and we can establ ish friendships on these bases. 
That Is how I respond t o  these two fel las .  

C: I 've noticed tha t  lately a l o t  of black men re fe r  t o  white men as bays, 
you larow, there seems t o  be an emphasis olaced on saying "white boy." Why 
is that?  Do you have any idea? 
I: Well, par t  of it is  revenge. Yeah, since they've been used t o  cal l ing 
us bays I suapose i t ' s  our wqy of getting back a t  them. However, the best  
of w, Le Roi Jones, Donald Lee, uh- most black writers have come to rea l ize  
t h a t  there has been no - and even white people are beginning to point t h i s  
out - t h a t  there has been no asser t ive male image i n  the  white world - in 
the white society. The pat tern has been one of a FAGGOT, you knm. From 
the time of the European ascension, you know, they s ta r ted  out with them 
cats  wearing a whole l o t  of powder and oerfime and s tuf f .  Tnte, you ' ~ 8  

had some men - possibly men. But the image tha t  has been given off by the 
white society has been one of a Eaggot male. It i s  a matriarchal socie*. 
You came t o  rea l ize  t h a t  t he  backbone of the white society is female orien- 
ted. So when a l o t  of black men speak of those whites as  being M i t e  boys," 



there's a reason f o r  this .  One of the reasons why black male images were 
not alluwed to ex i s t  and why so many  slaves were castrated f o r  looking a t  
white women was t h a t  these white faggots recogcized the in t r ins i c  male 
image of the black. You look ammd and you see uh- t h i s  is  what your fash- 
ion trends t e l l  you. This i s  what the esthet ics  of the white race t e l l  you, 
t h e i r  books, t h e i r  music, the  way they wear the i r  hair, men's furnishing, 
you know, colognes. And then you look a t  the white woman, and you see she's 
wearing pants, you know. Women i n  the white society own 70% of the w e a l t h  
and determine which way i t ' s  used. And then you see the ads on television, 
you need a woman t o  s e l l  a cigarette,  you need a woman t o  s e l l  cars, you 
need a woman t o  do th is ,  you need a vioman t o  do that ,  you know. Itt s a very 
female image dominated societ;y. So it 's a very r e a l  thing t o  say tha t  there 
is a "white boy.ft Yeah, l e t ' s  not c a l l  him a boy, le t ' s  c a l l  him a Itwhite 
thingft t ha t  Possesses the ingredierrts of being a man, you know, but has 
no sense o f  direct ion,  t ha t  has no sense of manhood. 

C: A l l  r ight ,  then you're saying i n  a sense iihlt a s  f a r  as heterosexual 
love or heterosexual relationships we concerned, i n  yo!m spinion or  the 
opinion t h a t  you've gotten from the  white c ~ ~ l t u r e ,  you f e e l  t h a t  heterosexu- 
ally, black people s r e  superior. Right? 
I: No, I, I didn't  mention the word superior. I sa id  tha t  heterosexually, 
i n  terms of a man image and R fermle image - and you can draw uorrelations 
from aqy body of knowledge, yoti know, on both sides, from the black view 
and from the  white view. From the black view drawing f r m  the  esthet ics  
tha t  have been established in folklore, music, and what l i t t l e  writ ten 
body tha t  has existed, you g e t  th3 f a c t  tha t  there has always been very de- 
f i n i t e l y  a male image. The image of a man, of a woman lamenting for a man. 
Then you look a t  the other side of the spectrum and you see from the ascen- 
sion of Eurcpe and through the period of colonialism, you see the  English 
High Court i n  wigs and pettipants and frivolous things l i k e  that.  This fag 
image dominates, you kmw. And then you cane t o  rea l ize  what the woman's 
r o l e  has been. The woman i n  the white society has been almost a dualism. 
Shers been p a r t  man, pa* woman. And then you come t o  r ea l i ze  tha t  in 1968, 
Llis  year, the number of movies tha t  come out dealing w i t h  t he  theme of homo- 
sexuality. Not black homosexuality; since blacks have participated i n  t h i s  
white experience there has been th& problem. But those people who have been 
able t o  divorce themselves from the white experience, caning back t o  black, 
es tabl ish an ident i ty  of male and female. Jus t  look a t  t he  Catholic church 
and the  popes i n  terms of what the male image is, i n  terms of nature i t s e l f ,  
they are  against tha t  trend, they are  against n a t ~ ~ r e .  They a r e  a bunch of 
PUNKS. Celibates, who go around saying ttdon't mess w i t h  who are 
very passive; they are feminine oriented. You can see what e f f ec t  t h i s  
had on slavery and the black man, the f a c t  t h a t  he was castrated and lynched 
f o r  looking a t  white women or  in trying t o  assume the  leadership in founding 
a black family, you know. It was due t o  the f a c t  t ha t  there was no counter- 
pa r t  in the white mce, there was no white m& i ~ a g e  strong enough t o  deal 
with the male image of the black man i n  t h i s  country. When you are not 
able t o  deal with a problm on the bas is  of understanding, because you have 
not defined yourself a s  a man, and you see a man and you rea l ize  that  he 
could usurp you, you have t o  kill him t o  preserve yourself and t h i s  is what 
was done. 

C: Okay I see. I don't understand why you mentioned the cologne though. 
I know a l o t  of black f e l l a s  wear cologne, you know, l i k e  Jade East, Canoe, 
Dante, B r u t ,  and others. 



I: Okq, I, I, 1'11 deal with that .  Uh- i t3  not what you wear, you know,! 
I t 's  not what you partake of, i t ' s  the manner tha t  you r d a t e  th i s  t o  your- 
self .  Black ca ts  wezr a l o t  of things, you know. Some black ca ts  a re  rea l ly  
s h q  dressers, but there a ren ' t  too many black c a t s  tha t  don't deal from 
a man's standpoint. Therers not too maw black ca t s  that  ge t  bossed around 
by black women. There's not too many black ca ts  t h a t  don't hes i ta te  to  walk 
out the  door i f  they f ind it necessary. I n  short, there a ren ' t  t ha t  many 
black ca ts  who don't portray a oosit ive male image. They don't  run behind 
the i r  women, yo11 know, they lead the pack. You might take issue with t h i s  
and say tha t  most sociologists have said t h a t  the Negro family was a matri- 
archy; well, t ha t ' s  true up to a point. But it wasn't r ea l ly  a family uni t  
'cause tha t  male was not there. That male was oct being a male, preserv- 
ing a male inage, and, if necessary, he did it on the block. But rather 
than be what the white man had become, he walked o:?t. Oka;y, he smoked pot 
and drank and i n  many cases became a drunkard - well es  f a r  a s  I ' m  concerned, 
t ha t ' s  very definitely a posit ive male image. 

C: *Are yon s?.ying, then, t ha t  black men collld not esser t  themselves as 
males i n  the home? 
I: That's par t  of it, yeah, white society and t h e i r  economic deprivation 
and dl these other fac tors  had the  infl~rence t o  k i l l  aqy Negro or any 
black who challenged the system i n  terms of going out  2nd being able to  
s u p ~ o r t  a family, or of taking h i s  f anily out. without fearing f o r  h is  l i f e ,  
and fearing f o r  the l ives  of his  family fo r  the very f a c t  of belng black. 
He could not go out and get  a job therefore he could not support a family. 
So he walked ont to the block and spent a hundred years on the block. He 
waited on the block u n t i l  t ha t  fag image of white society had weakened. 
You know, the whole white system crumbles, but it uoesnlt crumble because 
of pressure exerted by black peoale. It crumbles because it was defective 
in  the building. Of coilrse there is  soms black pressure on it, but t h i s  
is  only a rcsponse and reaction t o  the internal  dzcay of the white world. 
However, i f  you're not thoroughly aware of a l l  the channels, a m  incuts 
ancl outcuts, you could very ea.si1.y disagree. But I assure you t h a t  t h i s  
is a point tha t  has been picked up and i s  being expanded every day. 

C: Do you think white people are  funny? You know, funny in a cynical sense. 
I: I think t h a t  they're so r t  of pathetic. I don't think you can use the 
word funny i n  re la t ion  to them. I don't think they know;-.how to r e l a t e  to 
l i f e .  They're too busy t ry in '  t o  make tha t  dollar.  

C: Oh yes, there was another thing I wanted t o  ask you about one of your 
jokes. I n  one of the jokes yoll mentioned t h a t  the Negro boy under the f l o ~ r  
s ta r ted  rising, what did you nean by that?  
I: Tel l ,  you know, he started t o  get  larger.  I think i t ' s  s ignif icant  be- 
cause th ; l t l s  what white ~ e o r > l e  expect. 

C : I don 't understand. ?iu?lat do you mean? 
I: They think t h a t  black men are supposed t o  be extraordinarily large so 
the joke i s  funny because the dude gets l a rge r  and larger  r i g h t  in the act. 

C: What was the point behind the black man who a t e  the  sanb ich  while the 
other two fellows s lep t?  
I: Oh, the f a c t  tha t  he outsmarted then, I suppose. While they were dream- 
i n g  about money and women, he ate. (~aughs)  

C: Even though you sa id  tha t  those jokes had a negative aspect t o  them, 



did you enjoy t e l l i n g  them? 
I: Oh yeah, I always do. Even aroi~nd my few RThite buddies l i k e  Don and 
Mike. They're not stupid, they know how t h e i r  people are. 

Observations on Keith Eewton I s  Jokes 

Three of the  jokes collected from Keith Newton, numbers 1, 2, and h, can 
be grouped into a single category, ma.inly because the dominant theme run- 
ning through a l l  three is one of sex. They deal with promiscuous white 
families who have l i t t l e  regard f o r  the sexual welfare and safety of #air 
daughters and granddaughters. Also, these jo!tes are similar i n  t h a t  a l l  
the families involved appear t o  be sol~thern o r  h i l l b i l l y  i n  character. 

Joke 1 is common and cen be used t o  r e fe r  t o  black sexual superiority o r  
rea l ly  ;~rly other tyye of r a c i a l  eexual saperiority. This joke can best  be 
understood by the words of Keith Newton, to the e f f ec t  t ha t  " tha t  black 
boy real ly  pnt it on her mind," or, i n  other words, Ifhe r ea l ly  did the 
job." It supyosedly describes how well t he  black boy handled himself sex- 
ually. He handled himself s o  well i n  f a c t  t h a t  the white g i r l  was quite 
worn out when she returned home. Fron the inform~nt ls  viewpoint it seems 
that  t h i s  is the masculine thing t o  do. Joke 2, which also deals with sex, 
is oriented a l i t t l e  different ly from joke 1. It d e d s  with the low morals 
of a granddaughter as well as her grandmother. The proniscuity of the two 
i s  extreme. The f a c t  t ha t  #e black man under the f loor  s t a r t s  " r i s i n l  
and risinuf i l l u s t r a t e s  the  s ize  and power of h i s  penis. It also brings 
in to  focus the alleged sexual superiority of black men i n  general. The 
jokes serve to help reinforce the black sexual. superiority n~yth i n  the 
minds of rnw blacks. 

Joke 4, which is sexually oriented, involves a fa ther  ard h i s  daughter. 
The father,  a f t e r  pmmising h i s  daughter tha t  he w i l l  have her *satisfied,I1 
~ roceeds  to f ind  a suitable male for  her. Naturally, since a black is 
t e l l i ng  the joke, the white man is unfit ,  obvioasly because of h i s  small 
size.  This factor ,  as f a r  a s  most blacks a re  concerned, would make him 
incapable of s a t i s e i n g  anyboc$y. The second may, the Jew, is too fa t .  
The t h i rd  man, the black, is, of colwse, l1 just  right," nlthough what 
" jus t  r ight" means is not c o n ~ l e t e l y  spelled ant. The f a c t  t h a t  t he  black 
man takes so long w i t h  the white manfs daughter simply t e s t i f i e s  t o  h i s  
prowess as a lover and the supposed prouess of a l l  blacks as  lovers. The 
black man's ab i l i t y  t o  sat isfy so many different people in so many differ- 
ent ways is another testimonial t o  h i s  s lper ior  ab i l i t i e s .  

Even though a l l  three jol:es deal specifically with black sexual superiority, 
I think it im~or tan t  to note tha t  the most importmt factor  i n  these jokes 
(according t o  the informant) is  the promiscuity of the whites involved. 
It is ironic, I think, t ha t  he should f e e l  tha t  t h i s  factor  is  what r ea l ly  
makes the  jokes funny. If  these same joltes were switched around and to ld  
by whites, I am sure tha t  black vomiscuity might well  be similarly expres- 
sed. 

Joke 3 can be changed so tha t  the black man i s  made t o  look foolish. It 
serves the purpose of i l l u s t r a t ing  how much s m r t c r  thc black m n  is  i n  
comparison to both the  white man and the Jew. The f a c t  that the white man 
dreams about money is indicative of how many blacks f e e l  about whites who 
covet the precious dollar.  The f a c t  t h a t  the Jew is made to  dream about 
women is not so important (and, indeed, s e a s  inconsistent with the usual 



Jewish stereotype i n  jokes), since Er. Newton s t a t e s  tha t  the order could 
be arranged so  t h e t  e i ther  white or  Jew collld f i t  i n  the same category. 
This joke simply functions t o  show tha t  the black man refuses t o  be fool- 
ed by the trickery of the two whites involved. It also i l l u s t r a t e s ,  a s  
I stated in the analysis of k i r .  Tylorrs jokes, t h s t  a s t a t e  of crafty 
guile has existed between many blacks and whites. This is exemplified by 
the  f a c t  t h a t  the black man ea ts  the sandwich while the two white men 
sZe ep . 
These jokes were received q l ~ i t e  well by the small group who heard them a t  
Mr. Newton's apartment. The two white students, Mike a d  Don, seemed t o  
t ru ly  enjoy the jokes a s  a form of humorous expression. I n  attempting to  
understand how these two young men acttially f e l t  about these jokes, I can 
only suI'mise tha t  the jokes probably helped them f e e l  more secure i n  terms 
of the i r  relationshio with Keith. Since they co71ld laugh a t  some aspects 
of the i r  c~ i l tu re  and not be offended, er a t  l e a s t  see the  humor, they had 
achieved o r  were i n  the wrocess of achieving what Newton called "relating 
through the common e::perience." I think t h r t  they laughed a t  t he  absurdity 
of the jokes and accepted them on the basis of t h e i r  humorous content. 

It is quite obvious tha t  Newton f e l t  tha t  he could t e l l  these jokes i n  the i r  
presence and s t i l l  receive hearty laughs. H i s  jus t i f ica t ion  f o r  doing so 
was because these two young men were ~ ~ e x ~ e p t j o n s , ' ~  tha t  they were a l i t t l e  
"rnore intel l igent"  than the average white American and could eas i l )  r e l a t e  
to Keith's blackness and the black humor inherent in the jokes. As f a r  as  
tthe stereotypesin t h e  jokes are concerned, I think tha t  both whites only 
focused on the  absurdi-Q of the s i tngt ions involved and probably never 
realized tha t  Keith actually f e l t  t ha t  there were maw whites who were just  
as promiscuous. It would have been interest ing to note t h e i r  reactions 
when Keith stated: ''1 do know t h a t  a lot. of white g i r l s  are pre t ty  wild 
tha t  way," or tha t  'hvhite g i r l s  a re  just  more will ing to  jump into bed" 
than black women. But m~king assumptions o r  guessing a t  what might have 
been sa id  or done if the interview had been carr ied out under d i f fe rent  
circumstances i s  useless fron an objective standpoint. 

SOME FINAL REKARKS 

I n  attempting t o  assess the tot21 value of the information ccgpiled i n  t h i s  
paper, I have run in to  d i f f i cu l t i e s  because of the varied be l i e f s  ard ideas 
of the informants. I think the most s ignif icant  factor i s  t h e  f a c t  that  
the reader par t ic ipates  in ideas tha t  are  of great importance t o  the Ameri- 
can public. Throilgh the statements of both informants the reader is given 
a quick glgnce a t  many of the tenets  inherent i n  the Black Nationalist move- 
ment i n  t h i s  country. 

A t  f i r s t  I f e l t  t ha t  t h i s  collld not be done by simply interviewing two in- 
formants. I f e l t  t ha t  I needed more information from more informants (say, 
about ten) to give the reader more of a cross-section of opinions i n  a 
pa.rticular area. However, a f t e r  thoronghly examining both conversations 
I found that ,  even as  short  as  they are, there i s  one s ignif icant  fac tor  
in both. In  Ronald Tylor the reader gets what I think is a f a i r l y  good 
example of a steadfast  mili tant.  Perhaps he i s  not a Stokely Carmichael 
o r  an H. Rap Brown, but the seeds of discontent are there jus t  the same. 
I n  Keith Newton, the reader ge ts  a f ine  example of a black person who is 
unable t o  compromise with himself. He hasni t  made up h i s  mind w h e w  or  



not he wants t o  be mil i tant  (even mildly mil i tant)  or  more moderate i n  h is  
actions and viavpoints. H i s  ideas may seem contradictory. Newton speaks 
about blacks and ~ l . i t e s  being sexual eql~als  - "A m a n  is *at he thinks he 
is." - and l a t e r  he sneaks of "white America's faggot male." Ronald Tylor 
a t  l e a s t  admits that  he f e e l s  that; I1It's r b l a c k  sexual superiority 7 
so wrapped up in the  minds of blacks and Ghites i n  America tha t  f or-all 
pract ical  purposes i t ' s  true." Keith Newton has some white friends because 
those he has are  llexceptionslt to  the rule.  Ronald Tylor speaks of having 
no white friends a t  a l l .  In  short, we see two indiviauals who a r e  par t  
of an im?ortant social  and po l i t i ca l  trend, y e t  who represent different 
points of view within t h a t  trend. To a point they r e f l e c t  some of the 
problems dividing black Americans and preventing them from achieving a 
greater cohesiveness. 

Yet the i r  jokes, though they are i n  many ways d i f fe rent  in terms of both 
s ty l e  and content, dhow a comon in t e res t  i n  tha t  they a l l  d i r e c t  laughter 
a t  aspects of America much hated in black society. These jokes and others 
l i k e  them displace wounded pride and anger and replace it with a cer tain 
joviality. Thus the jokes, insofar as  they evoke laughter, underscore 
the value of humor c?s a "def&nsive me~hanisrn.~~ Yet insofar a s  they r e f l ec t  
unpleasant soc ia l  r e a l i t i e s  they emphasize the f a c t s  of the black experimce 
in America and the unanimity of the black response t o  an oppressive system. 

[~iss  Cross, an undergraduate student a t  I.U., is  interested in Black ~ t u d i e s . 7  - 

TAKE NOTES I N  THIS SPACE: YOU WILL BE QUIZZED. 


