
Eckenstein,  Lina. Comparative S tud ie s  - i n  Nursery pi Rhymes; Reissued by 
Singing Tree Press ,  Det ro i t ,  1 7 9 .  231 + 7:ii.i p ~ .  L i s t  o f  fo re ign  
co l lec t ions ;  index. $8.50. 

Children 's  l o re ,  p r imar i ly  nursery  rhymes and gaaes, was a p o ~ u l a r  sub- 
j e c t  f o r  s tudy  i n  t h e  n ine teenth  century, i n v i t i n g  the  a t t e n t i o n  o f  
eminent an t iqua r i ans  such a s  Joseph S t r u t t ,  James Hall iwel l ,  and t h e  
S c o t t i s h  pub l i she r  Robert Chambers, and culminating i n  Lady Al i ce  Ber- 
t h a  Gomrne's - The Trad i t i ona l  -- Games of  England, Scotland and I r e l and ,  - 
published j u s t  before  t h e  t u r n  of  t h e  century,  Such f i rmly  e s t a b l i s h e d  
not ions  as t h e  theory  of un i l i r l ea r  c u l t u r a l  evolut ion,  the  concept  of  
su rv iva l s ,  t he  s ea rch  f o r  o r i g i n s  and t h e  comparative method pervaded 
many n ine teenth  f o l k l o r e  s t u d i e s ,  and, when apnl ied t o  c h i l d r e n ' s  l o re ,  
l e d  t o  c e r t a i n  i n e v i t a b l e  conclusions, t h e  most popular  of  which were 
t h a t  many c h i l d r e n ' s  games a r e  su rv iva l s  o f  anc i en t  heathen r i t u a l s  o r  
customs and t h a t  many rhymes a r e  s u r v i v a l s  of  anc ien t  mythology. 

Lina Eckens te in ts  Comparative S tudies  i n  Eursery Rhymes s tands  i n  t h e  
shadow of  Lady Gommels pioneering workyhich  had been wublished only  
e i g h t  years  before.  ~ c k e n s t e i n '  s - t i t l e  is  sorne~rhat misleadin;: because 
she cons iders  both l o r e  of t h e  nursery  t ransmi t ted  from adu l t s  t o  c h i l -  
dren and l o r e  o f  t h e  playground t ransmi t ted  f r o n  ch i ld ren  t o  ch i ld ren ,  
She focuses  upon rhymes, gaaes and dances. O f  t h e  e ighteen  chapters ,  
those  of  most l a s t i n g  value a r e  t h e  first f i v e ,  i n  which t h e  rhymes a r e  
t r aced  through e a r l y  ephemeral, p r in t ed  sources,  t h e i r  first anpearance 
i n  wr in t  noted, and t h e i r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  popular song, broadsides and 
ba l l ads  discussed. In t h e  subsequent chapters ,  t he  comparative method is 
appl ied  with inc reas ing  en thus iasn ;  a l though 3ckenstein is t o  be  com- 
mended f o r  concent rs t ing  upon %~rcmean p a r a l l e l s ,  t h i s  s t i l l  l e a d s  .to 
more f a n t a s t i c  hypotheses which a r e  no 1on::er fashionable.  I n  t h e  case  
of Chapter VII, "The Game of S a l l g  Waters," very l i t t l e  is added t o  
what Lady Gomme has a l ready  done. 

I n  t r a c i n g  t h e  d ive r se  o r i g i n s  of c h i l d r e n ' s  rhymes, Eckenstein, a l s o  t h e  
au thor  of a work cur ious ly  t i t l e d  Woman - under Monasticism, r e l i e s  heav- 
i l y  upon t h e  f ind ings  o f  H a l l i w e l l F m e  and Mannhardt Germanische 
Mv-then, 1858). "Three Blind ?l iceN and "A Frog He Would a hoin;:  Go" are 
examples o f  popular  songs which have found t h e i r  way i n t o  e a r l y  nursur- 
ey c o l l e c t i o n s  (pp. 22-32). "Hey d iddle  d idd le  t h e  c a t  i n  t h e  f i d d l e "  
is t r a c e d  back t o  f e s t i v i t i e s  assoc ia ted  wi th  Twelfth Wight and t o  a 
b l a c k l e t t e r  ba l l ad  (pp. 32-35). Child found some o f  h i s  b a l l a d s  pre- 
served i n  nu r se ry  l i t e r a t u r e  whereas some nursery rhymes u t i l i z e  t h e  
same motifs  and names found i n  t r a d i t i o n a l  ba l lads .  Thus Tam Linn f i g -  
u r e s  i n  s e v e r a l  s h o r t  nursery rhymes: 

Ding dong b e l l ,  pgor pussy has f a l l ' n  i' t h '  wel l ,  
WIO threw he r  i n?  L i t t l e  Tom 0' Linne 
laat a nauzhty boy was t h a t  
To drown poor pussy ca t ,  
That never  did any harm, 
But ca tch 'd  a mouse i' t h '  barn. (P. 54) 

Jack and Jill a r e  s a i d  t o  descend from Scandinavian mythology and t h e  
rhyme, " b d y  b i r d ,  lady b i rd ,  f l y  away h o ~ e ;  your house is  on f i re  
and your  ch i ld ren  a r e  a11 alonet t  i s  s a i d  t o  be a s u r v i v a l  o f  a n  anc i en t  
charm "intended t o  speed t h e  sun across  t h e  dangers o f  t h e  sunse t"  (p. 95). 



Humpty Dumpty is  associated with the world egg which appears i n  t he  
work of Aristophanes and i n  the  Kalevala. 

Com~arative Studies in Nursery Rhymes i s  most valuable as a bibl io-  
graphic t o o l  and guide t o  the  ear ly  appearances of nursery rhymes i n  
pr int ,  but  even here it must give way t o  a modern and au thor i t a t ive  
work,-The Oxford Dictionary a? Nursery Tlhymes (oxford, 1958). Relative 
t o  such ear ly  c lass ics  a s  :?o'i;;;;rt Chamber's Popular Rhymes of Scotland 
(enlarged edit ion,  1870) and James Hall iwell 's  - The ~ u r s e r ~ ~ h y m e s  of 
England (enlarged and annotated edition, 18461, Eckenstein's work is a 
minor, somewhat redundant contribution. which merits a t t en t ion  only af- 
t e r  the  great  c lass ics  have been reprinted. 

Barbara Kirsheblatt-Gimblett 
Folklore I n s t i t u t e  
Indiana University 

II\J BRIEF 

Recently republished by Gale Research Co~pany - (Detroit  1; Elizabeth Mary 
"Jr ight ts  Rustic Speech and Folklore (342 pp.; $12,501 contains an amaz- - 
ing potpouri of information on d ia lec t  speech and such f o l k l o r i s t i c  
topics a s  supers t i t ion,  folk medicine and divination, Her approach t o  
her subject  matter is personal and often entertaining,  A t  times she 
sounds qu i te  modern, as  when she r e j ec t s  the  concept t h a t  d i a l ec t  speech 
patterns do not conform t o  syntact ical  structure.  She correct ly  s t a t e s  
t ha t  d ia lec t s  have t h e i r  own patterns of ~ y n t a c t ~ c a l  and phonological 
structure.  Unfortunately, her comments tend t o  be speculative and non- 
cohesive ra ther  than par t  of a structured hypothesis. Her folklore  items 
s imilar ly  tend t o  be personal recollections ra ther  than the  r e su l t  of 
s c i en t i f i c  fieldwork, but they a re  nonetheless entertaining and in te r -  
es t ing f o r  a l l  of that .  --- James Durham 

A recent repr in t  oP Thomas Frederick Crane's I t a l i a n  Popular Tales 
(Gale Research Company, Detroit,  1968; 389 p P m 5 b X n X ~ a 1 e  s 
usual f i n e  but expensive edi t ions  represents a limited attempt of t he  
author t o  es tabl ish  a c lass i f i ca t ion  system employing the  methods of 
comparative folklore. H i s  tales---nursery t a l e s  ( fables) ,  f a i r y  t a l e s  
(l'lk!rchen) and jests---are f o r  the  most pa r t  genuine t e x t s  taken from 
e a r l i e r  I t a l i a n  collections,  arranged and t ransla ted by Crane. A l -  
though h i s  notes a r e  copious and h i s  attempt a t  c l a s s i f i c a t i on  fascin- 
ating, Crane's concern was t o  present an overview of popular t a l e s  i n  
I t a l y  ra ther  than t o  present p r i s t i ne  t ex t s ;  therefore h i s  work w i l l  be 
useful  t o  the modern fo lk lo r i s t  as an in te res t ing  h i s t o r i c a l  s idel ight .  --- Yvonne llilspaw 

Correction: the correct  pr ice  i n  American do l la r s  f o r  Bela Bartokls 
Rumanian Folk Music is  $47.50, not :'42,50 as  s ta ted i n  t he  FORW, 11, 
2 , p . -  - 


