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YOOR-I-O (6-2-5): KOREAN WAR LETTERS

for Orchestra

I: Donald Luedtke (2:30)
II: Leon (1:30)
III: Johnny (2:45)
I'V: Al Puntasecca (1:30)
V: Thomas O'Connell (1:15)
VI: Captain Molton A. Shuler Jr. (5:00)

Total duration: ca. 14:30

Program Note:
“Yook-i-0” literally means “six-two-five” in Korean, but refers to the Korean War (June 25%, 1950 — July 27t; 1953) because 6-2-5
(June 25t™) is the date North Korea invaded South Korea. The word “Yook-i-0” brings tremendous national pain to Koreans.

I have selected six different letters by American soldiers who were in the Korean War. The men expressed different emotions in
their letters home, and I have attempted to convey those emotions musically. Each movement of my work uses one of these letters
as its programmatic basis: The first and the fifth movements reflect brutality and cruelty of war; the second depicts the writer’s
sarcastic response to his ex-girlfriend who has just abandoned him; the third attempts to express the soldier’s nostalgic feeling
toward his mother; the fourth resonates with hope and joy because the writer is about to go home; and the sixth movement has
religious overtones.

L.
“I was surprised that he was still going. He was in bad shape. He was hit in the upper part of the cheekbone and it
went through his face just under his eyes. He had blood coming out of both sides of his head, nose and mouth. Both
his eyes were shut and he couldn't see.” — Donald Luedtke

II.
Dear Babe, I just received your letter in this morning's mail. I held it in my hand for a minute while a little voice in
the back of my head whispered, "This is it. This is the one." You tried to "let me down easy." I never said I was the
greatest guy on earth; you did. Anyway, he's there. I'm here. "Be careful," you tell me. "Take care." I almost laughed
out loud. We wouldn't want to see me hurt, would we? There's no need to worry about me. I'll be all right.... Do I say
something brilliant like "may all your troubles be little ones?" How about "If you ever need a friend"? That presumes
a future.
There are 500,000 N. Koreans and Chinese on the other side of that hill bound and determined to make sure I don't
have a future. Over here where your past is your last breath, your present is this breath, and your future is your next

breath, you don't make too many promises. Which leaves me what?
Goodbye, — Leon

III.
Had a dream last night. [ was sitting near our kitchen range at home. Mom was baking and she just pulled some
beautiful rolls out of the oven. When I woke up, I had a hunk of snow and I was chewing on it. — Johnny

IV.
"I'm coming home! It's official as of this morning. ... That little house is going to look like a palace to me. ...Is it true
some people eat three times a day, or more? And they sit on a chair, by a table. — Al Puntasecca

V.
“Boy that was really slaughter here, I never saw anything like it...I stepped on something soft, & I felt, & it was a
man’s stomack... That whole hill stinks something terrible all over with dead bodies. I never hope to see anything like
this again.” — Thomas O’Connell

VI
Then just left of the “pulpit” as you face it find a battered, 30-odd key, olive drab organ, a GI pianist seated on a 5
gallon gasoline can. And in the background you find blasted Chinese bunkers and old gun emplacements. Then it you
look way to your left you'll see a battery of 6105 howitzers, their ugly muzzles pointed menacingly toward the North.
To the right and on up the valley are bunkers of our company, a couple of tents from which winds a road (one way)
behind our “church”.
And God is in this “chapel” — so near you can almost reach out and touch Him. And the chaplain says, “And men, in
the days to come, you must remember the words of Christ when asked where He lived; ‘come and see™.
Only a couple of times in my life before this evening, have I felt God’s presence in such a way. Perhaps it was the
place and the time— I don’t know. Be that as it may, I liked the way I felt. — Captain Molton A. Shuler Jr.

To not only the six soldiers above, but also all soldiers in the Korean War, I dedicate this piece and express my sincere gratefulness
through this music.

YOOK-1-0 (6-2-5): KOREAN WAR LETTERS has been composed as a doctoral dissertation at Indiana University Jacobs School of
Music and received 2013 IU Dean’s Prize.

May 2013
Elhott Bark
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YOOR-I-O (6-2-5): KOREAN WAR LETTERS

for Orchestra

I: Donald Luedtke (2:30)
II: Leon (1:30)
III: Johnny (2:45)
I'V: Al Puntasecca (1:30)
V: Thomas O'Connell (1:15)

VI: Captain Molton A. Shuler Jr. (5:00)

Instrumentation:

3 Flutes (3", Piccolo)

3 Oboes (3", English Horn)

3 Clarinets in B-flat (8", Bass Clarinet in B-flat)
3 Bassoons (8", Contrabassoon)

4 Horns in F

3 Trumpets in C

3 Trombones (3", bass)
1 Tuba

Timpani
Percussion

Player I
Whip (shared with player 2)

Tam-tam (large; shared with player 2)

Gong (large; shared with player 2)

4 Tom-toms (high to low; shared with player 2)
1 set of Bongos (high & low)

2 Congas (high & low)

Snare Drum ((shared with player 2)

Bass Drum (shared with player 2)

Total duration: ca. 14:30

Player 2
Whip (shared with player 1)

Tam-tam (large; shared with player 1)

Gong (large; shared with player 1)

Sleigh Bells

Snare Drum (shared with player 1)

Bass Drum (shared with player 1)

4 Tom-toms (high to low; shared with player 1)
Spring Coil

Almglocken (C#5, D5) Vibraphone
Xylophone Marimba
Tubular Bells Glockenspiel
Whistle (large)
Harp
Backstage Piano
Strings
Percussion Chart
Tam-tam Bass Drum Gong Snare Drum ‘Whip Spring Coil ‘Whistle
[T I I I bt I * I — |
I 1 il *® I I I |
i - e t— ft f it ft i
4 Tom-toms 2 Congas (low & high) 1 set of Bongo
7] -

fe=— .

Performance Note:

- Every trill used in this piece is a trill to an indicated whole or half step above the original notes, not below.

- Each movement can be performed separately.

- In the second movement, almglocken are preferred, but vibraphone can be used without pedal.

- In the third movement, synchronization between the backstage piano and the string orchestra is not necessary.
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dedicated to all Korean War Veterans

YOOK-I1-0 (6-2-5): KOREAN WAR LETTERS has received 2013 IU Dean’s Prize and been scheduled to be premiered by Indiana
University Philharmonic Orchestra under the baton of Maestro David Effron on October 9, 2013 at Musical Arts Center
(Bloomington, IN).
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