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Because there are a large number of traditional musicians worthy of
recognition who have not been recorded, various organizations and inter=
ested individuals have produced limited edition record albums of folk
music. In this article, I wish to discuss briefly some of the problems
involved in do-it-yourself record production and suggest some of the
sources of information that may be of help in solving them,

The first major problem of production is to reach an agreement to record.
You rmust decide whether to offer your performer a percentage royalty, a
flat sum, or & combination of these, and whether or not to register your
nusic with ASCAP or EiI. This whole aspect of the music industry 1is
complicaeteds Any prospsctive record producer should read the Billboard

" publicaticn Thé-Businéss of Music for” ebtmplefe iuformation,

The ectual recording is the second problem that the would-be producer
mst face. A profeszional recording studio houses a vast array of equipe
mant that oftens costs twenty thousand dollara or more., Obviously, few
producars can afford this capitel ocutley. However, all this equipment

is not absolutely necessary for the do-it-yourselfer., The professional
recording studio must record in stereo a great variety of instrurents
and sinmpere with widoly verying dynamic range, whiles many folk singers
periorn unaccompenied with 1ittle change in dynamics, Anglo-Americau
folk music rarely veriss mors than plus or minus five decibels from
from the beginuing ¢c the end of his performance, while a pop singer
with chorus, orchecstrs, and electric bazooka may fluctuate twenty-five
or more dscibsls within one song. Equipment which is adequate for recorde-
ing much accomwanied or unaccopanied folk music, especialiy when used
uith professional lou~hum tape, can be rented in many large cities. Find
an electronic rental service snd explain your needs to them. Use your
equipment in edvance go that you are familiar with ite Lastly, be sure
you racord several "tskes" of each aelection.

The best guide to mokinmg your mcster tapse is the company who will do
the presesing, but there are several procedures which are geansrally ap-
plicable, hﬂstera usually run £ifteen to elghteen minutes psr twelve
inch 33 1/3 LP sids end should bo essembled by cutting end splicing
with ten seconds of lsader tape &% the boginning and end five seconds
betieen colections. If you have recordsd on two or more tracks, it ie
worth the additicnel oost to let your presssr do the mixing for youe

After y2u have assembled your master, the next problem is pressing.
Total cost for pressing, a two~color cover with photographe, end full
liner not=s veriss from five dollaers psr record for twenty-five ccples
to leze thon sevanty couts par record for one thousand. The annual
Billhoard Dirvectory is ome eof the best sources for names and sddresses
oFf vressing cpmpﬂwvmno The hest procedurs ia to write to several, ex=
plein your needs snd dsadlines, and ask for p“ice quotations.

The last problem io hia%ribu*ionn If your record was produced hy a
club, you can, of courss, uss thoe maubers &s a salss forccs Deyend
that, or if you worked 2s an individual, the best procedure is to find
a.good list of mu&ﬁaLﬁﬂﬁ which rovwiew aud/or sell rscoxds and send
them sanclo eopiss. The best cuch list I hove fownd 45 included in the

§£§§§? Hendoody gvedlablie feas of charge from Nermen Carlson, 22l
oouti: Linnt Livat, Weat Leferatte, Indisna h79056; upon request with

& eoli~rddreased, sbamped onvelopo.



Keith Oxminghm
Heberly Junier College
’ Moberly,; Missouri

Editorts note: The author of this articls recently produced a record
album, Stone County Sing which 1llustirates three Arkansas singing
- styles and is available ror four dollars from his company, Shoestring
Tepe, R.R.ifl, Clifton Hill, Miszouri 652ik,

A MODEST PROPOSAL (continuéd from pi29)

yellow and one house changed not at all. The "reason"

asaigned for this pheacmenon by the local resideuts

wes ‘alr pollution®, ~
Is this indeed a new logend occasioned by anxlety over the pollution
glven so umuch attention recently by the maes media? Possibly. It would
 be ianteresting to see if similar accounts pop up in other congested
cities. :

Frank de Caro .
o/o Polklore Instituta

NOTES for QUERIES

The tentative date snd time for the student panel session at the

A F.S. moeting havs been set. This discussion section, entitled
®Probleme in Studying Folkleora: A Student Panel,® will run from
9115 oo 10:hS A, oa Saturdsy, Movember 9. Four general areas will
ba coverad by the panels pudogoegy, university folklore programs,

job opportimitios aftor the H.A. and Fh.D. in folklore, and student
orgenications and activites {a folklore., Panel psrticipants includs
Luey Twmoer, Berkeleyy M. June Bigger, Peanj Tom Burns, iIndianaj
George Lyoa, Texasi ¢nd Jay Andsraen, Penn, Co=chairman of the panel
are Lurry Denielson, Indiana, snd Kell Rossuberg, Memorial University
of Howfowadlend,

Artiolss in ven~olkleras puyblicaticns of russible interest to folke
loristat David Bekan, 915 Phvenology Foolichy® Pevehology Todey, I, 12
(May, 1988), W50, %rcuss the developmeut of thig pueuas=—science,
mogtvgy in imerica, pointing oul corrsspoudeuces to modern psychologim
cal theorys Williua lslvin Kolley, 4n "Elack Power: A Discussion,®
Partisen Roview, X7, 2 (Spriug, 1968), ¢16«217; indicates the rolew
VIOZEET6Y I¥rlcin and Wew Worid Wegro oral traditions to the gulf sepem
ra%ing biscks and ¥iites in the United States today,.
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