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A MODEST FROPOSAL

It would scem that the FOLKLORE FORUM can scrve not merely as an
informal ground for exchanging idcas and intcrests, but can be valuble
also as a place to publigh items which are of interest but too minor to
bothor printing clscwhere without working them up into overblown notes;
as a place to ask qucstiona not quite worth writing up a "quory® aboutj
as a place for publishing quarics when a quick answer might be desirablee
In regard to the last of these the FORUM, with its informal publishing
mothods (articles generally nced not be aubmitted more than two wecks
before going to presag and relatively frequont appearance (bi-monthly
rather than quarterly) has en advantage over journals with tighter
sthedules and backiogs of materialse.

To cite examples of thesc three possibilities for short contributions:

(1) Eric Partridge, in The Sheegy Dog Story (London, 1953), gives a
particular story as tho "$ivslV of talf geure he ever heards he dates
the hearing &5 in 1929, The joke involves the young poet who smears
cauliflcwar in his hair (Brunvand ES51), Yet Fraoud printed almost
precisaly the same joka in the no%tes to the 1912 editicn of Jokcs and
their Nelation to the Unconscious (see Strachey translation, ppas 150w
1397, &5 voll o3 anuuhor jtuae Clearly more than a mere prototype of
the genre, This certainly indicatss that shaggles may have arisen earlier
then commonly assumed (botwaen 1505 and 1912?) and perhaps in the
Gefmanic countrics, not Britain or the United States, as thought by
Partridgs and others.

. {2} Does unybody know what ever happened to the Great Proverb Collect-
ing Project spousored by the Amsrican Dislect Society? One has visions
of boxes full of 3u5 csrda resting under someone's kitchen table. A
few queries, including onsc to the (defunct?) ADS, have elicited ignore
EGGe OF U0 replye :

(3) How I em not so deluded as to imagine that folklorists nced to
cormunicate with the epoed of astronomers discovering new conets.

Dut talic one arse o8 a&n cewmples it 18 generally concedsd that a
tusber of "medorn® or Furban® legends hasve sprung up in the poste
var period. In all prebibility more of these will come into existence
end beccme rapidly popuisr, like joke cycles. It would be of use in
dating, collecting and studying those forms if they were called to
the atuwsaticn of folklerists as soot as they are encountered in
traditica. Of course the sumwe is trus of other genres. Wby publish
a collsction of elephant Jokes tuo yearms safter most of us began to

- hear thens? I{ someons clsewhere hua eollected and published a fairly
unique item wo will be all the movs ready to deal with ths inception
of a new tradition, hovever minor, vhen we ocurselves encounter it}
wo ghall be collectively in a better position to watch its growthg
and we ray have lezs of & hassle when later dastermining whea and
whore it started. Thore ia no necd to publigh a text or, in the case
of very enori items, morc thsn & fow sermplag, probably uc need for
iaforment dats end the like at this stsgse.

For exewple, while in New York recentldy I wes told the account a syn-
opsiz of uwhich follewss . '
In a cortein eres of Quecns ohe norning the locsl
raosidente awcle to find that thely houses hed changed
color. Quz recently palated house chauged to a aickly
{continued b, 31}
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Keith Oxminghm
Heberly Junier College
’ Moberly,; Missouri

Editorts note: The author of this articls recently produced a record
album, Stone County Sing which 1llustirates three Arkansas singing
- styles and is available ror four dollars from his company, Shoestring
Tepe, R.R.ifl, Clifton Hill, Miszouri 652ik,

A MODEST PROPOSAL (continuéd from pi29)

yellow and one house changed not at all. The "reason"

asaigned for this pheacmenon by the local resideuts

wes ‘alr pollution®, ~
Is this indeed a new logend occasioned by anxlety over the pollution
glven so umuch attention recently by the maes media? Possibly. It would
 be ianteresting to see if similar accounts pop up in other congested
cities. :

Frank de Caro .
o/o Polklore Instituta

NOTES for QUERIES

The tentative date snd time for the student panel session at the

A F.S. moeting havs been set. This discussion section, entitled
®Probleme in Studying Folkleora: A Student Panel,® will run from
9115 oo 10:hS A, oa Saturdsy, Movember 9. Four general areas will
ba coverad by the panels pudogoegy, university folklore programs,

job opportimitios aftor the H.A. and Fh.D. in folklore, and student
orgenications and activites {a folklore., Panel psrticipants includs
Luey Twmoer, Berkeleyy M. June Bigger, Peanj Tom Burns, iIndianaj
George Lyoa, Texasi ¢nd Jay Andsraen, Penn, Co=chairman of the panel
are Lurry Denielson, Indiana, snd Kell Rossuberg, Memorial University
of Howfowadlend,

Artiolss in ven~olkleras puyblicaticns of russible interest to folke
loristat David Bekan, 915 Phvenology Foolichy® Pevehology Todey, I, 12
(May, 1988), W50, %rcuss the developmeut of thig pueuas=—science,
mogtvgy in imerica, pointing oul corrsspoudeuces to modern psychologim
cal theorys Williua lslvin Kolley, 4n "Elack Power: A Discussion,®
Partisen Roview, X7, 2 (Spriug, 1968), ¢16«217; indicates the rolew
VIOZEET6Y I¥rlcin and Wew Worid Wegro oral traditions to the gulf sepem
ra%ing biscks and ¥iites in the United States today,.
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