NOTE OW TH HU/AN RXL 'TIONS AiBa FILLS

As stated in the Guide to the use of the Huaau Relations srea Ffiles,
the Tiles(liRAF) were estab.ished in 1949 as a non-orofit corporation
to collect, or anize and distribute inforaation of interest to the
natural sciences and tie husanities. To carry out its srogram of
facilitating couparative study in tie scicences concerned with manind,
HRAF has develored a new kind of researci library which brings to=
gether, in a single file, scatcered .ata on individual sociéties.

The HRAF Filesat Indiana University (one of the twenty-three HRAF
member institutions in the world), are located in Rawles Hall 105

and ovserateunder the auspices of the Research Center for the Language
Sciences, Thomas 4. Sebeok, Chailrman of the Research Center, is
currently Director of HRAF at Indiana University.

Before a new file isopened, the HRAF research staff at Yale University
conducts an extensive biblio ra hic inquiry to deteraine the extent

of sources, the reliabilit of each s»ource, and tl.e trainin; of the
author. Data in HiAF is c¢oded accordin;, to sub,ect content, follow-
ing Tiwothy J. O'Leary's Qutline of Cu.tural .laterials; a sy-tenm
which assi_ns nuuabers to various cu. tural traits or features.
Processing of selected new iile nateria. consists or the analyis

of every na;e of source uaterial by a Al analyst aand is sub-
sequent sub_ect notation in the smarginsoi each pare.

One Jite drawer (or sroun oi drawers) is cevoted to housing the
naterial on one rarticular culture or area. This drawer contains
comnlete nhotocoi:ied boots and articles selected for t.e Files.
Following the coapiete texts, individual upes are filed separately
behind subgect divider cards. aAll file :aterial is in the form of
5X8 slips, and provides the researcher with exact dunlicates of
original s .urces. Forei n texrts wit . ia:lish translations are
inciuded in t.e Fil"s, but a.'e not irocessed by subject. By .iancing
at the top of aany page, the researcher is able to obtain the naie
of the autaor, the field date, publication date «nd tne HRAF eval-
uation of the source and author. Counlete biblio ra hic inforwuation
is provided in each file, as well as ti:e central bibliographical
file which containsinfornation fiiled under tue aut.or's na‘e and
cul*ure area.

thirds of the societies :.isted in Georie P. ilurdoci's Outline of
Vorid Cultures. This outline and tie Qutiine of Cu.tural Haie.ials
are the tro teys to the Files, and these, as well as t.e HRAF
Research Guide are available ior use in the Files.

Data is now available at each nember institution on rou, ,hly two-

HRAF contains much inforuation useful to the folklorist, including
data on customs and folkways, folt aedicine, mythology, foiktales
and religion. HRAF ma - be consulted for back round when jplannin_ a
field trip, as well as for testing ideas and hypotheses (especially
cross-culturally). & research tool such as HRAF should neither be
overlooked, nor should its value be underestimated by students of
foiklore.

Jon Coleman
¢/o Foiklore Institute



