
Tile follol!illg a r t i c l e  i s  t r a ,ns la te i l  fror.1 s k i  ..ni-.lizevni ~ l a s n i k  
'Tile ue rb ian  L i t e r a r y  Le ra ld '  ( he lg r ade ;  '- 1923 Yesel i l l  Lajbanovic ,  
t h e  a u t h o r ,  was l r o f e s s o r  of ~ l a s s i c c l  Languages and. Chairman of 
tLe C l a s s i c s  department  a t  ue lg r ade  U n i v e r s i t y  a s  well as be ing  
a nuted  e t i i no log i s t .  ? 

I .  
I 

~ , r o f e , , s o r  Laj l ianovic ' s  a r t i c l e  on vafi!lires rtlid t h e i r *  de spa t ch  i n  
t h e  uoutll d a v i c  . a r ea s  i s  a ve ry  i n t e r e s t i n g  oue; ' es ;7ecia l ly  s o  
because a  nelqspa,~er a c c o ~ n t  of a bosnian  vai.t,~ire t h a t  y e i z  t r i g -  
gered h i s  a r t i c l e .  Very Z i t t l e  v a m ; ~ i r e  l o r e  has  been maue a v a i l -  
a b l e  t o  u s ;  lie f i n d  r ,~ust  ; ib l iogrni ,h ies  on vam2ires l i a i i t e d ? t o  , 

~ n g l i s l i ,  Crexmdn, :.ild l?rencL sb'urces. Tllereforc,  A r o f e s s o r  Gajlian- 
ovic  ' s cor l t r ib  u t i o n  i s  very  ~ ~ e l c o w e  as it ad, s anotl ler  d i r~ension--  
wliicll i s  n o t  lir.lite(l ouly t o  vam:;ire l o r e  among t h e  ue rbs ,  b u t  
a l s o  S ~ ~ O I J S  t h a t  such b e l i e f s  were s t i l l  a l i v e  i n  t l ~ e - L  192gr's i n  
so1.e a r e a s .  

c ro f  e s s o r  (;a j i ~ a n o v i c  r.lalies use  o f  c l a s s i p a l  a m l o g y  :t.llci of  ua t -  
e r i a l  fro111 fo1-c sou rce s .  u e v e r a l !  r e f e r e n c e s  a r e  iilade t o  tl ie words 
of Vuk ..aradzic ( ulc) , t i le " f a t i l e r  o f  t i . e  de rb i an  language,"  
whose co l l ec%icms  of f o l k  t a l k s  and f o l k  ;joetry a r e  c l a s s i c s .  
i A i s  u i c  t ic;nary (,erbian-~errnen-  at in) cor i ta ius  ciucL v e l u a b l e  , 

m a t e r i a l  co i i ce rn i~ lg  t r a d i t i o n s  5nd c h l t u r e .  o f  t L e  ~ o u t L  b l avs ;  
ti.ere i s  a  cot i - , le te  d e ~ c r i ~ j t i o l i  of "v: rq)irt' ( c r ~ s s - r e f e r e n c e d  $ 0  
"vukadlalcft--the r o o t  "vul;" wearis ' ~ r u l f '  ) from \.lliclL L r o f e s s o r  
Cajkanovic has  quoted 1, i t i i  co~. , l ;~ents .  it i,lig;it be no ted  t h a t  i n  
some d i c t i o n a r i e s ,  t l le 1,ord variIpire i s  corisidered t o  be of 
berbian o r i g i n .  

The s t ~ ~ e  r e f e r r e d  t o  tl iroughout t l i e  t e x t  i s  "glogovac" 'liawthorn 
b take  ' and "glogovirla" i s  ti-e ' ha\:tliorn t r e e .  ' it i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  
t h a t  "glogovac" has a secoi,d i ~ e a n i n g ,  t:.e apjria c r a t i g i  ( a but- 
t e r f l y ) .  A L S  %ill be seen  f ro r ,~  t l e  t e x t ,  one p o s s i b l e  form which 
r.lay be assur~led by a  va1.1~)ire i s  t::at of a b u t t e r f l y !  

I have sought  t o  fo l low t i-e  du t l l b r ' s  a r t i c l e  a s  c l o s e l y  a s  110s- 
s i b l e  ill a l l  m a t t e r s .  1 i r i d i ~ a t e  h i s  footnci tes  ~ i t h  an a s t e r i s k  ( * )  
arid I have :4dcicc! t r a n s l a t e r '  s n o t e s  where i f e l t  tl'ern nece s sa ry  
i n  nu~.ibered f o o t n u t e s .  ~ 1 1  r e f  erel lces t o  tde rb ian  j c u r n a l s  a r e  
g iven i n  ,.,erbo-Groc. t i a n ;  t r a n s l a t i o n s  r e  i n  s i i l g l e  q u o t a t i o n  marks. 
Ullderliiies t i~ roug l iou t  t h e  t e x t  i i , d i c a t e  r o f  e s s o r  Cajlcanovic ' s  
i t a l i c s  i n  t iLe  o r i g i i l a l  t e x t .  



,, few days ago,  i n  a  p a t r i a r c h a l  are:., of hosdxa,  an unusua l  
evelit occur red .  ~n t i le v i l l a g e  Tupanari  ( i r k  t h e  V la sen i ck i  
j u r i s d i c t i o n ) ,  a v e n l ~ i r e  a;~,)earecl. : hen it becarne i n to l e r ; . b l e ,  
t h e  pea san t s  gathered,  ~ n d ,  more an t i quo ,  t h e y  due; it up from 
i t s  &rave ,  p i e r c e d  it \?it11 a  ha~vtllorrl s ta l re ,  ' a d  t h en  burned it. 

bevera l  'Eelgrade pa,,ers have w r i t t e n  about  t ..is i n c i d e n t .  HC- 

co rd ing  t o  tile r e p o r t  i n  Vreme - "l'ir,,ef - (number 511, 23rd o f  iAay of  
t h i s  year ) , w e  p r e s e n t  below an e x c e r p t ,  it r a n  t hus :  

". . . kn o l d  yea san t  ~ j a .  Tor.lic. . .d ied.  . .tile 9 t h  of 
h p r i l ,  t h i s  year, v h o r t l y  a f t e r  h i s  d e a t h ,  his wife  Cvija 
began t o  cor;~plain t h a t  h e r  dead husband had begun t o  r e t u r n  
u igL t s  as a ghos t  and t l i a t  he ran throubhout  tlle house 
s c a r i n g  t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s .  There  n re  sol .e 1410 be l i eved  
Cv i j a  and soce  vho d i d  n o t ,  though she has  unceas ing ly  
a s s e r t e d  ti:at her husbai~d 1 s  a va r ,~ ;~ i r e  aud t i A a t  he re-  
t u r n s  every  n ib l i t .  -Thus tl i l l lgs i i e ~ i t  on f o r  a vho le  iaonth 
aid t h e n ,  it i s  sa id ,  i;er sons a l s o  became a ~ a a r e  t h a t  t h e r e  
was a  v,.rn,,ire i n  t h e  : ~ o u s ~ .  
"Stevo and L L r s t o  T o ~ l i c ,  t h e  s o n s  o f  t h e  uecessed man, c a l l e d  
the whole  v i l l a g e  t o  a d i s c u s s i o n  of chat could be done about 
t h e i r  f a t h e r  who had becor'le a vsmi1ire. id1 o f  t h e  pea san t s  
were i n  agreement t h a t  t L e  vampire must be des t royed .  They 
decided t h a t  t h e y  n u s t  d i g  up t h e  co rpse ,  burn i t ,  and d is -  
pe r s e  t h e  a shes .  The d ~ c i s i o n  was p u t  i n t o  a c t i o n .  
"The pea san t s  , arrrled ~ ~ i t h  i ~ i ckaxes  'and shove l s ,  veu t  t o  t h e  
~ e r ~ l e t e r y .  ,oi.,e c a r r i e d  wood f o r  tLe f i r e  and one pre-  
pared o. poin ted  hawtihorn , ,o le .  Tlle pezsan t  crowd, l e d  by 
t h e  sous of t h e  deceased a j a ,  a r r i v e d  a t  t h e  ~ e r ~ ~ e t e r y .  
The corpse  vas dug up, it lras p i e r ced  by t h e  hawthorn po l e  
and thrown o n t o  the s t akes .  a f t e r  t h e  body was burned,  
tLey d i s p e r s e d  i t s  a shes ,  c ~ l d  t hose  fe:. char re f  bones which 
remained v e r e  thrown back ir l to ti-e grave .  . . " 

The peo;)le of t lAe Vlasenickii  j u r i s d i c t i o n  p r e se rve  t h e i r  a n c i e n t  
customs ve ry  c a r e f u l l y .  .inyone 11110 h a s ,  f o r  exan,)le, subsc r ibed  
t o  t h e  daraj ev.o Glasnil; . ie r i ia l~  sko y .,uze.ia tLLerk~lcl  o f  t h e  ~ o c a l  
iLuseuril, ' has s u r e l y  been made aware cf tLe f a c t  t h a t  t h i s  a r e a  
has  g iven  a  g r e a t  amount c : f  i ' l a ter ia l  t o  r e s e ~ r c h e r s .  There fore ,  
t h e  above i n c i d e n t  does  rlot s u r p r i s e  us  r,lucli. i ~ o r e o v e r ,  t h e  
r ~ ~ l a t e r i a l  we have fror.1 t h i s  area i s  u s u a l l y  of e x c e l l e n t  q u a l i t y .  
1ind t i . i s  i s  t r u e  of t l te cicuka ~ . ; h i c h  j{e can use  from t h i s  most re- 
c e n t  occurrence .  Tile n a g i c a l  eler'ients of t h e  rianner i n  vliicli 
it w ~ s  accomplished,  and tLe  c o n c e j t s  an6 t h e  b e l i e f s  e x h i b i t e d  
on t h i s  occas iop--a l l  are v e r y  Gncient.  Tile v h o l e  i n c i d e n t  i s  
v a l u a b l e  i n s o f a r  a s a  i n  s,orle i j o in t s ,  it adds t o  and, e x p l a i n s  e a r l i e r  
d a t a  about  a varn,jire and t h e  l r ' i l l i ng  of ,i vampire. 

There i s  m ~ c h  t ha t  has  b e e w l r r i t t e n  abou t  tLe b e l i e f  i n  vampires 
i n  our a r e a  and amohg u s .  T h e  c l a s s i c a l  source  of2such in fo rna-  
t i o n  of  Vuk; ~ i j  ecn ik  t A ~ i c t i d n a r y l  s .v. "vukodlak." The tiierr~e 



i s  i n t e r e s t i ~ l ~ , , b u t  i t  i s  s u b s t ~ n t i a l .  "Ihel-efor,, 1 s l m l l  speak 
h e r e  01111 coricerning t l ie  a r t i c l e  i n  ! r e u e  ' T i r ~ ~ e '  aild I s h a l l  
l i r . i i t  i , y s e l f  t o  o n l y  t h ~ s e  d ~ t a  i l l  t i ie  a r t i c l e  i:iiich shov sorile- 
t l i i ~ i g  new f o r  t i ie h i s t o r y  o f  t, e  s e r b i a n  r e l i g i o r ~ .  

Tlie news2aper i i r t i c l e  r epo i  teci t h a t  tLe  vai.il)ire, A aj ; .  Toclic , 
a:) earect o n l y  t o  L i s  r i f e ;  h i s  sons  becarlie aware of him o n l y  
a f t e r  a whole month--only a . f t e r  h i s  v i s i t s  cou ld  no loi lger  be 
h idden and ;/hen t h e i r  n o t h e r  liad allseady c a l l e d  t: .eir  a t t e n t i o n  
t o  ther,i. ~ b v i o u s l y ,  t ide  vem;,irL had no i u t e n t i c j n  of i;laliiug 
Ilir,iself k n o ~ ~ n  t o  h i s  solis. I l i a t  t i ien was t h e  v a m p i r e ' s  e x a c t  
ilurpose i n  L i s  v i s i t s ?  Vulc Laradz ic  can  g i v e  u s  t h e  answer t o  
t h i s  q u e s t i o n .  I f  Li Vultocilal; [=var!l:~irl--he says i n  i i i s  h i c t i o n -  
a r y ,  s .v. l '~~kocllalc"--soi-iet ir ,!es r e t u r n s  t o  i t s  ~ i i f e .  . .and 
s l e e 2 s  w i t h  h e r ;  t.nd ti ley say t h a t  a  cLilcii born  of such  a un ion  
does  n o t  Lave bones ."  Lx~ld i f  t i le r e ; ; t ~ r t  of t i le Tu,)anari a f f a i r  
does n o t  s t a t e  t h i s  L ) l a i n l y ,  it i s  obvious  t h a t  C v i j a  aiid t h e  
p e a s a n t s  of . u ; ~ s n a r i  i;.ii, e  j u s t  t h e  s a r ~ ~ e  s s u r i ~ ~ ~ t i o n  r e b a r d i n g  
t h e  p u r i ~ o s e  of t l i e  va l . ,~ i r e  a j i ~ .  lLs can be s e e n  ar~llong our  ; ~ e o p l e  
even t o d a y ,  such  an a c c i e n t  b e l i e f  llas been : , reserved:  n a ~ ~ ~ e l y ,  
a  god o r  n dertioil can  iinve c o r p o r a l  uilion wi t11  rnortal  wornan. 
i; e  Lave evi t l t - l~ce of' t h i s  tiler.;e even i i l  ,erlii;:ll. mytholoky $anu 

. i ie r~ever  t1:en.e + r e  ,.jerbian 1lerl;e 3 ?  dach one T J ~ S  n u r t u r e d  by a v i l a ,  
and many Irere born  of d ragons .  

o c c u r s  i n  t i ie  f o l l i  poeia t t l . i l o s  ~ b i l i c  , t l ie  .-. r agon '  s so,n. " 

Coi- pare a l s o  t h e  rilytli o f  T r o j a n  ( i n  T7uk's d i c t i o n a r y ,  , s  .v, . 
~ r o j a n )  , t h e  poer.~s abou t  ~ ~ r ~ i i l r e s s  L i l i c a  and t h e  make {ran 
J a s t r e p a c ,  tLe  s t o r i e s  o f  t i le  i , e t l jedovic l  sl, r~nd so  cn .  

; ,or~ever,  a l i  of t!,ese ex. lliples ( even  i f  t h e y  : .re c o l l e c t i v e l y  
s t r o n g  enough t o  corifirm tLe  f a c t )  a r e  n o t  i n d i v i d u a l l y ,  s u f f i -  
c i e n t l y  c o n c r e t e .  .,ol:ever, i t  i s  q u i t e  a d i f f e r e p t  r . ~ a t t e r  when 
tre co i l s ider  t h e  v a r q i r e .  .,c 5 s  a  detion vho c o n c r e t e l y ,  
pe r sona ,  a 1-1roac;~es a ::or.~an. I t  can  be s e e n ,  moreover,  from ( - I  t h e  Tupans r i  a f f a i r ,  tiial' t h i s  v e r y  2:-cient b e l i e f ,  lrnown a l s o  
ariiong o t h r  d e o y l e s  b u t  \ :h ich  dnuliaken aiiiollg our, peop le  v e l l  
i l l t o  tLe  23tlL cei l t  - ry !  

I t  i s  i l l te re :J t i l ig  t:.~t even ar~iout; ciur )eoi , le  t L c r e  u e r e  i n c i d e n t s - -  
s o - c a l l e c  i;e!<tL.ri5 dece  ntion--tiit; t i s ,  even h e r e  t l i e re  v e r e  
p e o i ~ l e  ~ i i lo ,  i r i  t i le  nilrne of  ;L vc;mi~ire. ,  tfsucceeiieil i r l  gaini1.g en- 
t r a n c e  i l l t o  c i i s c r e e t  r.rollernf s cLc;.bers; " . ~ ~ a l r i n  .Vuj i c  t e l l s  orle 
such e x ~ , n p l &  i n  i l i s  Travels_; o t L e r  exa~llples  a r e  ~ l e n t i o n e d  in t h e  
j  o u r n a l  l l a r a d z i c ,  aild o t h e r s .  I t ,  seer;is t h a i  .Vul; assur.ied such 
s i t u a t i o n s  -&en lie,  n o t  ~ q i t l l o u t  sor.~e d i s c e r n n ~ e l ; t ,  s a i d ,  'Itlie vam- 
p i r e  ~ o r ~ i e t i r l c s  coires t o  v i s i t  h i s  wif 'e,  e s p e c i a l l y  ~ , h ~ n  his  w i f e  
i s  young rncl b e a u t i f u l ,  arid lie s l e e i ~ s  bit11 l l e r . "  - 



I-I iile , peop le  o f  i 'upanar i ,  r e p r t s  t i l e  nev!sp:+ :!er : r t i c l e ,  p i e r c e d  

t h e  vampire c i t j l  i' hr;-iitiLor1l lmle , ;:ild tLeri tilrerr it on t h e  
s t a l ~ e s  and s e t  it a f i r e .  Ti,eir aii.1 1.. s ,  it car? be  unders tood ,  
t o  i,:a!re t h e  v,ni,iijire i l l e f f e c t u a l  and t o  d e s t r o y  i t .  

, i e r c i i l g  .s i i t lL &a lio\il,:lc;rn s t a k e  and i jor~i i i lg  a r e  v e r y  a n c i e n t  nea- 
s u r e s  f o r  i i i l l i u g  u v e n p i r e .  

~ v i l  s p i r i t s  and a l l  a c l e a n  der~olis f e a r  t h e  hawthorn and,  gen- 
e ~ a l l y ,  a l l  t h o r n s .  lre~r t h e  c n c i e i ~ t  t i e r ~ a ~ n i c  t r i b e s  sen tenced  
t o  dea t l l  " c o ~ ~ a r d s  : ncl ou-blaris, t h e y  'ilkre\: t h o r n s  onto  + h e i r  
g raves :  it i s  obv icus  t l lus  - tha t  t:,e s o u l  o f  t k e  executed  persol1 
could  n o t  re-b,.rn -bo a\Ten&e i t s e l f  . z  :'he Car t i ;ag in i ,~ns  anu i~omans 
ihlso t l lre?; t h c r n c  and rocks  brrto t i ie g r a v e s  of t h e  Z.ecensed. 1% 

w i t c h  ( ~ i i l i c h  i s ,  i n  P a c t ,  an uilCier~rouud dciA1on, - t h e  f erilale coun te r -  
p a r t  o f  a ir~trii;,ire) i s  z l s o  nfrnic?r of t h o r n s .  l Ju r ing  " : . a l p u r y i s  
n ig : . t , "  i n  c e l i t r s l  ~ ~ , r o ~ , e ,  ha\  t h e r n s  ,.;re 11laced on ti le d o o r s  o f  
G housellold a s  CL deher re r l t  o t  i : i t c h e s .  ..!lell a riitcln ~ r i s l ~ e s  t o  
f l y  fror.1 a. !iouse, it i s  r lecessnry t o  r e c i t e  t;.e poer,l: " n o t  1ACh 
a t h o r n ,  n u t  ? , + i t h  1 i g L t n i n g .  . . I t  Lrle uiiderst::ncls f h c t  -tile t h o r n  
o f  t h e  havtilor11 i s  e s i ) ec i :~ l ly  s t r o n g  i n  i.ia.gical e f f e c t ,  a s  i s  
L die  llerrthorrl t r e e  g e n e r a l l y .  I n  easJbern . ,erbia ,  riiany dr iTre  a 

, s m ~ ~ l l  hawtilorn p e l  i n t o  tLe grave  bcs iLe  t1.e c r c s s ,  a r ~ d  t l  us t h e  
corijse cai31lok t ~ r i ?  i l l to  a v. mpire. TLe 1:or;ien i n  h o s n i c ,  when 
going  i n t o  ii iloase 7:iler-e t i , e re  i s  a. cor j l se ,  c a r r y  n ha~r-illnrn t h o r n  
~ r i t i l  I b e ~ !  i:hicll tl:cy tl lro; .  s l i :~y  L I ~ I G J I  lenvinz t h e  !louse. T h e  
ha~r t l lo rn  i s  t; cl l~ , r r l~  and Ln a n t i d o t e  ;1nd9 r ioreover ,  it i s  ; ~ ~ - e d  
a b n i n s t  snal;zs; tLey b e l i e ~ r c  i r l  Losiiic, t h a t  one can c ~ t c h  tLe  
d e - i i l  hir , ,sclf  +til  i t .  :.en L ; . L ~ C  ineli'liorls E vc~rl lpire  , o r  i n  some 
v:.y cc . l l s  Corth sor;ie killti o f  a c ? ~ L I o ~ ~ ,  ciur ,)eo!:le have t h i s  p h r a s e  
r~l:i ch %;ley n ~ l d  : "1,nd i n  h i s  iray, ;a% r.isduer s i l t 1  ilaw+,horns ! " 

ilecause t h e  I l s~~-bhorn  str:ke i s  a s u r e  r~leurxs ng:,inst z, v : a p i r e ,  
tlle vamyire i s  ;~Ft . rced  L:,i it. To ~ , : lz t  pur,)ose? hloi:g w i t l ~  t h e  
p o v e r b  I t : .  it!lo?if a  li;.~itliorn 2 t a k e ,  no t i l i ng  can iia,~~)clr t o  it" 
Vul; obsterves: ", . .vl11 r i o t  rlie e a s i l y ,  u n l e s s  he i s  l i i l l e r l ,  
l i k e  a . v  ar,lyire. " 'I';~us, Vul; obv ious ly  f o'1lo.i ;~ l o ~ g  ~ ~ i t l ~  t i le 
i ) ~ ; ) ~ l ; ! r  b e l i e f  allii t ir in!;~ J;Lnt a . iarn,~ire I s  k i l l e d  w i t h  n huw- 
t h o r n  s tc . .ke .  Tliis ? )c i i e i " ,  g c r l c r z l l y ,  ( a s  call be seen  in n e a r l y  
a l l  accourlts o f  vnri j j i r ismj i s  .?cry 1iid.c s,)rend z1:10ng our  p e ~ ; ) l e ;  
t h e  bes-t ~ ~ r o c f  t h a t  O I ~ J .  ~ ) e i ) p l ~  ~c+vu;~ll.-y d e s i r e  t o  ki1-L u vampire 
w i t h  a h a ~ ~ t h o r n  i s  -tl:r,-l; sor..et5r,les, ii~s?ieaci c;f a s t z l x ,  a 'i~01-d 
i s  used i.llci tl;;e v~.r . l~; i re  i s  s t abbed  r;lg~y_ t i ~ . i e s ,  wlietlier v i t i l  a 

- y~.t : tghnn o r  1 : i t iL  a s t r l r ? .  bor,letirnes, i n d e e d ,  lie i s  evea " k i l l e d t '  
~ r i t h  a gun. ullt has our  y z o i ~ l e  c l \*" i~ys  b e l i e v e d  -$hat 2 vampire 
cell be k i l l e d ?  : .e i;nc;~ tha t ,  r e l i g i o ~ ~ s  coiice;)ts can C ~ ; ~ ; ~ ( T C ;  i n  k t h e  same TJZLY, it c ~ n  l1zy2en tlm-t one iAAr(l nrlotl-er contradictory 
concep t s  C ~ L I ~ _  exist aJi, t l ie sa,!.,e t ime .  iclon $:la% :; vmlp i re  
c a n ' b e  -- i ; i l l e d  b? . o r  e a 2 reln-i;ivaLy l a t e r .  
~ ' r e v i o u s l y ,  our  ~ ~ ~ ~ o ~ j l e ,  it seei.,s, b e l i e ~ r o c :  Lilst b, v ~ i n p i r e  cot~lcl  
n o t  be i L i l l e  , a t  i .eii .~t ! l o t  i ~ j r  a sil i , le i.iec.ns S U C ~ ~  as s t d l i i l , ~ ,  - 



even tlioubil t k e  st,.i;e be o f  ; .~cthoru. .  utLLliillg L vuriipire i n  n o t  
enough, because,  tLe s o u l ,  tLe vet;et,tive s o u l ,  t i e d  t o  b lood,  
t o  t i le  lier:rt, t o  r.iuscles anii t o  ti le i n t e s t i n e s ,  con t i uues  t o  
e x i s t  u n t i l  t h e  llxt , a r t  of of t l l i s  e x i s t s ,  and t h e  vampire 
 rill e x i s t  u;j i n t i 1  t h e  l e a s t  b i t  o f  h i s  body e x i s t s .  ~ i ~ l y  \.lien 
a l l  t h a t  r e n a i n s  of h i s  body a r e  t h e  bones--when h i s  soul has  ae- 
i ~ a r t e d  elsewhe,-e,  g e n e r c l l y  f o r  t h e  kingdom of t h e  dead,  w i l l  he 
tLen i-nnoy us  iio f u r t i l e r .  Tlius, it seems our peo,) le ,  by s t a k i n g  
tlie vnnl)ire T i i t 1 1  a llaxtliorn , )ole,  had o r i g i n a l l y  n o t  t l le  i n t e n t i o n  
of k i l l i n g  him ( s i n c e  t hey  must have been cognizan t  of t h e  f a c t  
t h a t  t h i s  i;as i ~ : i l ~ o s s i b l e j ,  b u t  r a t h e r  tiiey souklit t o  r?lagict.lly 
ii1,tervene L;ud t o  bind iiim & h i s  g rave ,  t o  i c e v e n t  h i s  e x i t  frorii 
t h e  yrr.ve and h i s  diingerous ~ i a n d e r i u g s  i n  t1,ei.r env i rons .  I n  
~ r i e n t ~ ~ l  t a l e s ,  t h e  gen ie  o r  ~ , ~ i r i t ,  locked ill sonle k iud  of a 
coll tai i ler ,  c:..n l i f t  every l i d  b a t  t h a t  bne Gn ~ i h i c h  i s  solordon' s 
word; c razy  Jovan,  i n  t h e  ,,oem " J O V : ~ ~  u c i  t h e  Gigan t ic  Chief t a i n t '  
c: n  break every  ro,,e, b u t  t ide s t r i i i g  oil ;L i..usical ins t rument ;  
a i d  , tliils t h e  van;;ire can rer,,ove every  s h k e ,  bu t  n o t  t l m t  yf haw- 
t ho rn  ~ lood :  he i s  im>risoned,  r i v e t e a  t o  h i s  i , tave by t L i s  s t a k e .  
Tiiere a r e ,  ana log i e s  t o  t!le u s e  cf  a ila~rtliorll stalce arirong a n c i e n t  
tierrii:lnic t r i b e s .  Those cor;)ses 11i1c;se r e tu r i l  r ras  f e a r e d ,  were 
secured & tLe g rave  by i iercir ly %Lei. ~ i i t :~  i l a~ t l l ( i r n  s t a k e .  I n  
e a s t e r n  i2risia, a  feriiale corl jse T.IL~C:. Laci been irnl)aied a i d  covered 
~ i i t l i  tliOrns Itas foonci ill  an Lnc ien t  grave .  e a l s o  !lave ' d i r e c t  
proof t h a t  o u r  people i u t e ~ i d e d ,  b r i g l n a l l y ,  n o t  t o  k i l l  t h e  vam- 
p i r e  but t o  r i v e t  it t o  i t s  grave.  I n  soutl-ern 4;alr.iatiit aud i n  
Bosnia,  :-Len a vai-.-i.;ire a;?:)ezrs, It the .)co,:le w i l l  d i g  up i t s  
grave,  p l a c e  tLe vcr,lpire on l i i s  stoniacll ;nil secure  g hawthorn 
stalce a t  t h e  g r ave ,  so t L a t  t;.e van:) i rc  r:.ay n o t  r a i s e  i t s e l f  --- 
f r o m  t:-e g r ave  Lny loilgerl1--ssys JTid V u l e t i c  frorn Vulrasvic 
( i l a radz ic  3 ,  1 9 4  ,213) .  

. . l i i l e  t i l i s  rianner of em:)loying a. l i a ~ + t l ~ ~ J r ~ l  stalce had a s  a goa l  on ly  
t o  l i r I l i t  t h e  f reedon o f  riioveclent o f  a var-l j~ire,  bu rn ing  had as 'a 
goal  tlie col.;,>lete de s t ruc t i o r l  of t h e  var.,;~ire. ;Jurllink i s  a very 
1x11-kno~nl custolii. ~ v e n  to2s.y co rpse s  a r e  burned i n  huge crema- 
t o r i a ,  b u t  t iAese  i n s t a n c e s  are  exce,rtiollal and r a r e ;  e a r l i e r ,  
hol-~ever , aeloilg c l a s s i c ; i l  and ~ r i  e ~ i t c l  peo,jl.es, am6 even i n  pre- 
h i s t o r i c  burope,  t h i s  C U S ~ O I . .  I:~LS r~ c t i c e d  rruch nore  f r e q u e n t l y  
and i n  many a r e a s  it was geuer.--1. 

The d i f f e r e n c e  between' r~lodern 2nd a i i c i e i ~ t  burning i s  t h a t  today ,  
u s u a l l y  n o t l ~ i n g  rerilains of tlj.e crer d i e d  cor,,se v l l i l e  e a r l i e r  
i t s  bones r e ~ i a i u e d ;  t h e r e  i s  a f u r t h e r  c l i f ference  i r i so fa r  as to -  
d ~ . y  tLis C U S ~ O I ~ I  i s  p a c t i c e d  f o r  ; j u r e l ~  i ~ r a c t i c a l ,  i:ygienic, and 
s ~ r ~ ~ e t i n e s ,  perllaps, s e n t i ~ . , e r , t ~ ~ l  r e a s o l ~ s  rrliile i n  ti le d i s t a n t  p a s t ,  
t h e  reason  f o r  burning was q u i t e  a d i f f e r e n t  one. ~ c c o r d i n g  t o  
t h e  exi , lanat ions  ~ i i , i c h  t!;e h i s t o r y  of r e l i g i o n s  g ive s  t o  t h i s  
cus ton  (because  t h e r e  a r e  a l s o  o t h e r ,  r a t i o n a l  e x , ~ l a n a t i o n s ) ,  t h e  
t r u e  purllose of burlling vas  t o  d e s t r o y  t h e  c o r p s e  o r ,  more e x a c t l y ,  
t o  d e s t r o y  t hose  p a r t s  of it i n  ~rliicll  t i le  sou l  iiiight remain and 



t h o s e  a r e ,  a s  we have j u s t  s e e n ,  t h e  b loo&,  ti.e r .~usc les ,  t l le 
i l e a r t ,  t i le e y e s ,  t lAe i i l t e s t i i ~ e s ,  e t c .  hen t h e s e  p a r t s  were de- 
s t r o y e d ,  t i l e re  rer,laiiled. oilly t i le bones and Tie a r e  t h u s  secured  
frol.1 t h e  everltilal r e t u r n  of t lAe de3ai-ted because  t h e  s o d  canrlot 
be bound t o  tile boiles.+" TLus, i t - i s  i n  our  i n t e r e s t  %;,at lie 
burn  tl ie d e p a r t e d .  Y ~ t  i t  i s  a l s o  i n  t l , e i r  . i i l t e r e s t .  111 t l i a t  
p e r i o d   lien, i n  t h e  ~ ~ e d i t e r r a n e a n  c o u n t i i e s ,  tlie'y began t o  burn  
t h e  dead,  a nev r e l i g i o u s  c o n c e l ~ t  a;;peared, uhicl:, f o r  l a t e r  
1:1ythology and p o e t r y ,  proved v e r y  f e r t i l e .  TLis lias t h e  i d e a  of 
a g e n e r a l ,  cor.inuna1, or tc~nizeL:  i;lxtdoril of t i le dead.  The popu la r  
i i .mginat ion  found t h a t  kinLdor.. a t  t i l ~ l e s  ulliler t h e  ground, a t  
tir,les i n  t l ~ e  f a r  v e s t ,  o r  a t  t i-e o t i ie r  s i d e  of t!.e s e a ,  o r  i n  t h e  
s k i e s ,  e t c .  ,<ll.en a person c'ied, h i s  s o u l  IGJ.S bound t o  t h e  grave  
f o r  a c e r t a i n  t i n e  (usually sor~ie syr-lbolic nuiilber of y e a r s ,  f o r  
example, seven)  b u t  i t s  u l t i r ~ t i t e  air.] l e a s  t o  a t t a i n  t h a t  kingdom 
a11d t h e r e  t o  f i l ld  i t s  ijeace. . . h a t  a r e  t h e  condit ic jns  t h a t  it w i l l  
be a b l e .  t o  go tlLere? T;,ere i s  orle co i ld i t ion :  t h e  body must a s  
a presl i~Li i l a ry  08r;l?ose. i J n t i l .  %hat liapa.ens, t h e  s o u l  w i l l  be 
b~ulicl  t o  i t ,  and t j i e r e f o r e , ,  i t  \ r i l l  be u i l s z t i ~ f i e c i  and unLappy. 
Low uiillapl~y anc! u n s ~ t i s f i e c !  suc.11 a tleceaseti pe r sou  ci:.n be can 
b e s t  be  seen  f ror i  tLe  f a t  - i ; ~ a t  ti,e ~ i o r d ,  f b r  S U C ~  an. unclecayed 
cor;)se beghn, w i t h  t i ~ e  , t o  meail a de ,  u.llla.li)y, d i s c o n s o l a t e  
pe r son  tin g e n e r a l :  .(;he word, ocajni ic ,  vhici l  t o d s y  means o n l y  
"unhapA-~y, d i s c o p s o l n t e  persoi l ,"  i a  V u k t s  d i c t i o n a r y  has t h e  s i n g l e  
neanirlg "a'n unclecayed body i n  t h e  g r a v e , ,  e 11ur~;an. body ~ r l ~ i c l l  can 
n o t  d e c m p o s e . "  A d i r e  cu r sn  i n  i,viltenet;ro i s :  "l,i~y you n o t  
decay f o r  a thousand yea r s !  'I The Zolli poer,l "The !beperltance and 
Gonf e s s i o n  o f  i i r s l j  e v i c  i.arlco, " r e a d s :  '';:is not l ler  ir . l i~lored - 
i.arBo , &  t h a t  iictrko ' s llur,icn b lood liould ;)ass : "irecause you w i l l  
neve r  Cecoidpose;" and a l i t t l e  l a t e r  t i l e  o l d  p r i o r  s a y s  t o  i r a r l~o ,  
l tborro l r fu l  son ,  : , a r l j e v i c  i.ar!;o, . . .your  human blood must p a s s ,  
o r  you v i l l  i lever d i e ,  no r  ~ i i L . 1  >roul- body d e ~ ~ y . " - - ~ u r  b l e s s i n g  
"God 7ardon -- him1" and5"God pardon h i s  soul1" d o e s  n o t  mean "God 
pardon l t ~ i r l l  h i s  s i n s "  .. -b r a t h e r :  "God a l l o w  him, o r  h i s  s o u l ,  
t o  be f r e e  of 1:is body." I n  tLe  poe ... ~ ~ l l i ' c h  we have j u s t  inentioned, 
!Lra l jev ic  ~ ~ a r k o  f i n c l l y  r e c e i v e s  t i le pricjr 's  b l e s s i u g :  ". . . This 
morning, . I s l la l l , ,  by  oil, g i v e  you cohriiuni~l, .. . .. that ,  you a r e  ' 

psrdoalecL, from t h i s  ~ i o r l d .  . . " - -- ---- 
J 

Thus by b u r n i n g  tile body we c. n acco! . p l i s l i  two thin~s: ve can 
f r e e  t h e  s o u l  of %.lie cLe;,arfei~ f r o : ;  h i s  body y h i c h  h i n d e r s  it i n  
i t s  journey and Tie c;;n p e r s o n a l l y  s e c u r e  o u r s e l v 2 s .  T h a t  wds t l i e  
r e a s o n  f o r  t h e  p e n e t r 2 u t i o ~ l  o f  t L e  b e l i e f ,  i n -  t1he d i s t a n t  p a s t ,  
t l i a t  it ~ i a s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  b ~ r n  t h e  dead;  t h a t  i s  She r e a s c n  t l i a t  
even todi:.y our  pe(il)l e  bur^ vzr.i,)ire s . 3-X-X 

ill inally d e r b i a n  a reas ,  f i r  e;:ani,.le i u  i ,ol i tenegro,  .orlly 4 hawthorn 
(1 s t a k e  i s  u s e d '  on t h e  vaiil->ire; i n   usan an's ~ e b a l  CoCc, i n  i i r f  i c l e  

23  (which i s ,  of  c o u r s e ,  co~lcernei! v i t L  tile l;illi!lg o f  a va r iq~ i re )  , 
o n l y  burn ing  i s  spoken o f .  ~.ea.nrii i i le,  i n  :'u;)allari t h e  iranli~ire 
]bras f i r s t  g i e r c e d  w i t h  3 i ~ i ~ . ~ t : ~ ~ r n  ~ 5 i ~ k e  a112 o u l y  t iLen  burned,  

- I 
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aucl sucl: s L ~ r o c e s s  !.as c o ~ ~ s i c l e ~ e t l  nori.;,,l by Vul; LaraGzic;  it means 
t h a t  ill t lLe  a r e c s  ~ ~ l ~ i c l .  he had i n  nineL, t i le v ,+npi re  v a s  r e g u l a r l y  
b o t h  sta:;ed 2nd burlled. b u t  tLis seeiiis, i f  i lot  c o i i t r a d i c t o r y ,  - 
s u r e l y  excebs ive .  l.:Ly i s  a vaillA)ire b o t h  stslreci 2nd burned? 
. l ien  a v a i - ~ j ~ i r e  i s  a l r e a u y  r i v e t e d  t o  h i s  g r a v e ,  T , L ~  t h e n  b u r n  
him? nnc ,  c o n v e r s e l y ,  i f  Le i s  t o  be b u r i ~ e d ,  why t h e n  st:,,Be him? 
i s n ' t  on ly  one of t h e s e  lileasures r e c l i y  s u f f i c i e n t ?  The answer 
i s  extremely sir:lple: Lere t c o  custoi.is remain ,  o l d e r  custom 

,o re  r ece i l t  a l e .  Tiiese i ,eo. ; le  , 11ilo a r e  u n u s u a l l y  conser -  a id a I 

v a t i v e  i l l  q u e s t i o n  cf c u l t ,  1 ave r e t a i r i ed  t h e  o l d e r  custoril even 
vlicn it becai:.e i l l o ~ i c a l  and u n l ~ e c e s s a r y .  T h i s  s l ~ a s s i i ~ g  of  
custor;is, s u p e r i r ~ ~ j o  sing t h e  nev u , o n  tLe  o l d ,  t h e  coi.:~rorr1ise be- 
t ~ r e e n  ti le o l d  oil6 t1.e neli b e l i e f s ,  i s  a verjr f r e q u e n t  J~llenornenon 
i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  of  r e i i ( ; i o i ~ .  f e v  tLt:.ys ago,  a  propl ie tess  from 
d a v o n i a  c:xie t o  Le lg rzde  t o  t lLe  l m t i o c a l  ~dar l ia r - ien t .  Tllrougil 
t l le c o n v i c t i o n  ~ r i t l l  ~ . , , i c ! ~  s!ie s;~olre, because  she  ilad n o t  " s o l d  
h e r  g i f t s  f o r  c.oiiey,It i n  g e n e r a l  because  of tier wllole appea rance ,  
she  was a r e a l  pro-,i letess i n  t h e  o.ncient ( n o t  i n  t h e  mcclern) 
seilse of t!,e 1:ord--tile 1 5 s t  r e p r e s :  nt . .  t i v e  of ti,ose d i v i n e  wor.len, 
h e r  L ~ r e d e c e s s o r s  Tilo f e e l  i n  tIiemselves s a n c t a ~ l  a l i q u i d  e t  
i~roviCum. - I l i ~ t  s l ~ e  s a i d  i s ,  f o r  U S ,  c t  t l ~ i s  ~ , i ~ ~ l e l l t ,  seconclaiy; 
b u t  h e r  a ~ , ~ ) e a r i ; n c e  i s  i l i t e r e s t i L l t  beci-iuse, oiice, she  ~ i e r i t  t o  t h e  
cernetery bea God. i ' r  r a i n .  Turniiig Lo God f o r  r a i n  i s  an ob- 
se rvauce  of t i ie ilev i z ~ i t l . ;  b u t  vlly iil; slle go t o  t i . e  cer.!etery? 
hecause  a c c o r d i n g  t o  ti.e b e l i e f s  of tLe  o l d  fa i t : , ,  t i le  s o d s  of 
ohr  a n c e s t o r s  g i v e  us r a i i , .  ~ n s t e a .  of briL:gink o t i . e r  p r o o f s  t o  
conf i r r . 1  t i i i Y  ( I  s i L & i l  r)~-(t ti,el.i I"orI!rrd i n  2 separate  a r t i c l e ) ,  
1 vou ld  suggest  o ~ l y  ti le b e l i e f  ti,st i f  olie tireai.,s of t h e  dead 
t h e r e  ;.ill be r a i i i .  I n  t h e  e f f o r t s  of t:.e p r o i ~ i l e t e s s  t o  produce 
r a i n ,  we have o b v i o u s l y  two t h i n k s :  t h e  new r i t u a l  ( a p p e a l i n g  
t o  t;.e i h r i s t i n n  God),  a1oi.g ?lit:l ~ r h i c l ,  11 s  r e m i n e d  t h e  o l d  
( t i l e  i ,~agic  of t h e  ct e t e r y )  .--In t i ie ,uer,i "Jovan .. nd t i le  Gigan- 
t i c  Lliieft;.,ill," c r a z y  J o v s r i t s  eyes  a r e  u t  o u t .  v i l a  a r r i v e s  
t o  aid h i m  and: "i.ilen sLe looiied. a t  c r a z y  J-ovan, ;.is e y e s  wcre 
i'ut o u t ,  slie washed hir,i ;lit:. i . a l a t i ~ i  j n s k i  w c t e r ,  arid t iAe v i l s  
?rayed t o  God, aid Jov ;n f s  eyes  were r c s t ~ r e d . "   ere a l s o  w e  
have an  exar-lple of ;i c o ~ i ~ j r o r ~ ~ i s e  bet5:ecii t i ie o l d  :xAd the '  nev 
b e l i e f s .  Tlie v i l a ,  a s  l i e  i;i,o\: v e r y  i r e l l ,  & h e r s e l f  v e r y  Ca,i)- 
a b l e  of boti ,  t i ~ l r i n y  elld r e s t o r i l i g  sigiit--\iLy t iAe  i l l t e rven-  
t i o n  of t lAe C h r i s t i ,  n  God? I n  t i ie  y;em " Ivo  k , en jan in  t h e  

Uegler-ije," l i e  h..ve ai lother  s i r . i i lz r  G i b a r e t - a  c o l i f l i ~ t  be- 
tween t h e  nev rLild t;.e o l d  b e l i e f :  ".,nd t L L e r e  tLe  v i l a  bot l i  loolis 
alld l i s t e n s ,  and froi.1 tLe  r i~ountain she  f l i e s  eLo?rn t o  t iLe  h e r o ,  
~ r i t i l  Ler  r i  j~;t lj~,nc! siie gua rds  I v o ,  bud w i t h  h e r  l e f t  sile t a k e s  
o u t  g dagb;er, anc! t! en  she  p u t s  o u t  t i le  eyes f t l ie Turks."  - 
n-I - -- 
~ h e  rer i~oval  of t l ie  eyes  ~lit,, n ci, gger  i s  a  nev e l e ~ : ~ e n t ,  because  
Ire ! i l l ~ ~ j  t h a t  a v i l a ,  i l l  t h e  saire way as t l ie  Greek L%r temis ,  by iier 
v e r y  g l a n c e  b r  eveil j u s t  i ier p r e s e n c e ,  c o u l d  reiiove o n e ' s  s ight .--  
. .hen it thuilclers and l ig . . tn i l igs ,  it i s  n o t  good t o  c r o s s  o r i e se l f .  
ivlly? ) . l ien it i s  1;novn t l l a t  t i le  c r o s s  i s  n s u r e  aild u n i v e r s a l  
p r o t e c t i o n  a g a i n s t  eve ry  deiion and a g z i i l s t  e v e r y  e v i l  i n  g e n e r a l ,  



t L i s  ~ r o i i i b i t i o n  secliis s t r  i:,e. ... ccordil lg t o  f o l l i  exp l ana t i on ,  
"God k r i v e s  t h e ,  d e v i l s  away by i.:ei,ns o f  tlLuililer and t h e  d e v i l ,  
f  lee i i lg  f ror.1 tliuiider t.ild LigiLtiliilg, can appro;rc:. a .  p e r s o n ,  t o  
h ide  uuder tiie c r o s s  .;iii , : rotect  liil-.self from tLese  bioris,  t h u s  
i t  ct n . e G s i l y  11;. ,,>.ell t1;nt tile person lloliling t!le c r o s s  w i l l  a l s o  
suffer  from t h e  thunder  aui lig,,. t n ing t t  (. i l i c e v i c )  . Tixis explan- 
a t i o n  i s  no t  exac t  because i t  c a ~ i n o t  be iuag ined  t h a t  it vould 
ever  occur t o  t1.e d e v i l ,  who i s  v e r y  f r ig l . tened of t h e  c r o s s  ("lie 
f l e e s  l i k e  %lie d e v i l  froril a c ro s s " ,  ,7 , t o  h ide  behind a c r o s s .  
TiLe exp l a ,m t io i~  i s  n o t  d i f f i c ~ i t  t o  f i n &  vil~en one assunes  tha . t  
t h i s  p ro i i i b i t i on  e x i s t e d  i n  a r e l i g i o u s  ellvironr-'ent which s t i l l  
had n o t  recoilci iei l  i t s e l f  1;itTi tZle nev c o ~ r d i t i o n s .  The cro.ss  
which i s  t h e  s y ~ ~ i b o l  of tile uel; god i s  a  cham., s u r e l y ,  agz i i l s t  e v i l  
s p i r i t s ,  b ~ t  it rms t  n o t  be f argotten--niuinly a g a i n s t  t h e  demons 

: of a  l o v e r  o rde r .  bo ,  ag, inst  one ~ U C L  nigLty  god as  wns t h e  
o l d  god of tiiuuder--a god ~ 1 1 0  t l ~ r o u g h  c e a t u r i e s  was i n y c r t a n t  
a s  sunriius deus aud vas ses,Jected above a l l  others--lie a r e  n o t  ab- 
s o l u t e l y  s u r e  t h a t  tire c r o s s  c , l i  be e f f e c t i v e .  L n  tLe c o n t r a r y ,  
it rniyl~t p ~ l l y  evoke t h e  auger of t h a t  god, and t h e r e f o r e ,  we do 
no t  use  it .  ~ u d  so  f o r t h .  ,.e ili1,ve r11aIly custor~ls i n  wllich tl ie o l d  
and tlie new concep t s ,  t1.e o l d  an<! lie% r i t u ~ l ,  stitnd one be s ide  
t h e  o the r .  L e  h,ve  one sucil s i t u a t i o n  i n  t h e  custom of bo th  
s t a k i n g  burniug a vaml~ i re .  

, 

iiow, which of t h e s e  trro , C U S ~ O I , ~ S  i s  t h e  o l d e r .  ~ b v i o u s l y ,  t h e  
o l d e r  i s  t h e  custom of , ~ i e r c i n g  ::wit:; a hawthorn s t a k e .  >"'or i f  
ve were t o . a s s u n e  t h a t  b u r n i ~ g  i s  tl ie o l d e r  custom, it becomes 
ve ry  d i f f i c u l t  t o  iL,agine that people  would t h e n ,  a t  o i ~ e  such 
r a d i c a l  a rileans its b u r n i r ~ g ,  f e e l  t h e  n e c e s s i t y  t o  seek  s t i l l  an- 
o t h e r  rileans whicil i s  l e s s  obvious i ~ n d  s u r e .  Thus,  it f o l l o ~ s  
tll-at t i le custom o f  burnifigZ L vampire can be a s c e r t a i n e d  as a 
custori~ of L r e l a t i v e l y  r;ore recei i t  ( la te .  

The cu r to~+ l  of burnirlg, as we have a l r e a d y  sa id ,  w a s  well-known 
t o  many people ar,iong whom 1:ere soi.le who live2 i n  o u r  neighbor-  
hood ( f o r  exar.i,,le, Germ, ns  ~ n c l  T'hrihcicins) , o r  who were in !  close 

s connect ion  w i t h  u s  ( f o r  exi&ri;~le,  t i le  Lzechs and Lbussians).  \!as 
it then--as ve li:iglLt expect--well-lillo\m t o  our  f o r e b e z r s  a l s o ?  
I r. Lima T'ro jnnovic ,  'drpslr i  i,nj i ~ e v n i  Glash ik  Tlie uerb ian  ~ i t e r -  
a r y  Le ra ld '  ( 3 :  1991 , 55 f f ;  125 f f  ) l,as a t t e r~ ip t ea  t o  g ive  ttu af- 
f irr:,ative ans ;~er .  1,r. ~ i l o  j i e  Vasic ,  (brankovo' L o l o  'Irrnnko' s 
C i r c l e '  , 1931 1 i n  i i i s  pn1jer c.n t h i s  s u b j e c t  tiid n u t  accei j t  iir. 
T r o j a n o v i c t s  r e s u l t s .  

The q u e s t i o n  i s  n o t  e a s y  a ~ ~ d  it i s  s u b j e c t  t o  r e v i s i o n .  L e  can 
n o t  f o r e s e e  what t l ie r e ~ u l t s  v i l l  b e ,  but one t..iilg i s  obvious: 
t h a t  we must t3,ke t h e  burning of  n .va~ , ip i re  ~s depa r tu r e  i ~ o i n t  
i n  t l ~ e s e  l ~ i v e s t i g a t i o n s  (as  i ~ r .  Tro j anov ic  lijs a l r e d y  done) . 
T h i s  i s  t h e  ou ly  s u r e  . c re~ , l a t ion  r~h i c l i  our  lJerbian r e l i g i o n  irnolrs. 
But because o f  t:.e f a c t  t h a t  :L var,ipire i s  b u r n e i L , ' i t  i s  c l e a r  
t l m t  our  p e o j ~ l e  v e r e  aware t L a t  tiirougll burning a corpse  it could  



be rilade cur ,q~ le te ly  s.+f e .  ..nd f r o l ; ~  t h i s  p i t r t i a l  burnirig t o  a  ' 

nor@ g e n e r a l  burn ing ,  on ly  one s t e p  vas necessa ry .  

h i d ,  our  a n c e s t o r s  t,.lie t h a t  s t e p  and g e n e r a l i z e  buruirlg t o  a l l  
s i t u a t i o n s ?  

1,. ollall ' ,  i n  0111,- a f ev ~ . ~ o r d s ,  touch  upon Lot11 one tad  t h e  o t h e r  
i ~ o s s i b i l i t y .  

To rr,y u ~ l d e r s t a n i l i i ~ g ,  t h e r e  , r e  two f a c t s  whiclr r a t h e r  x,leakenJ t h e  
'. , s ~ n p t i o n  t h a t  burnirig Tias ; ~ r ac t i c ec l  .iiilong t h e  a n c i e n t  herbs .  
F i r s t  of a l l ,  burnialg i i a s  n o t  nece s sa ry .  Lur a n c e s t o r s  had other 
means of p o t e c t i n g  themselves frow t h e  dead of whom t h e y  were 
s u s ~ i c i o u s .  That Ira,, i n  tlie f i r s t  p l a c e ,  a s  ve  i ~ : ~ v e <  s een ,  t h e  
hawthorn s t a k e .  The o t h e r  p o s s i b i l i t y  \:as LLascl~al is r . ios ,  decap- 
i t a t i o n  aud dismemberriient ~ i l i i c h  va s  lrnolrn g e n e r a l l y  among all 
p r i .  i t i v e  , ,eq , les .  From a r e p o r t  t o  ~ r i u c e  i . i l o s  i n  t h e  year li23 
it i s  seen til,!.t sone i~coi , le  f r o m  Ubljnn I1wi t : i  a s t a k e .  . . c rushed ,  
severed t h e  head a i d  l ~ l a c e d  it a t  t h e  f e e t "  o f  a, s u s p i c i o u s  
tor* e ,  and i n  liru:sivaclia Tes i ca  i n  t h e  yejar 1G36, t l ie p e a s a n t s  
dug a c e r t a i n  corpse  from i t s  &rave  and b e a t  i t .  . . , sl lot  i t  
wi th  guns and f i n a l l y  c u t  o f f  i t s  head." The t h i r d  means i s  
sup-plenental b u r i a l .  That c u s t o r ~  i s  l ~ l l o ~ ! ~ ~  aiiioug t h e  -soutliern 
~ e r b s .  The corpse  i s  du, up  a f t e r  t h e e  y e a r s  a i d  i t s  borles 
a r e  r i t u a i l y  c l e sned  (wi tL v i n e ,  e t c . ) ,  t h e  decsy around t h e  
bones i s  c a r e f u l l y  c leaned o f f  a.ud t!,ro~m axay--obviously t h e  
purpose i.s t . I l i . t  %:re sou l  be cor:ii~letely "pardokledl' from t h e  body. 
n l l . . t i L e s e  mean$. Irere s u f f i c i e n t  t o  remove a  d a n ~ e r o u s  co rpse  from 
o n e ' s  door .  The halrtllcrn s t o k e ,  d e c a p i t a t i o n  c-..nd ;iisme~.lbership, 
and supplerner!$al b u r i a l - - a l l  of t h e -  e  Lave been ,p rese rved  even 
do~ in  t o  t h e  p r e s e n t  clay; t h i s  means t h a t  t h e y  have y:tistecl, width- 
ou t  i n t e r r u i ~ t i o n ,  f ron  a n c i e i ~ t  t i n e s .  ,. h a t  w i th  a l l  t h e s e  
o t h e r  weans, was LurniiLg a l s o  necessa ry?  

I 

Cqr ano the r  t h i n g ,  today t i .ere i s  no t r a c e  of t i ie custom of , 

burning--if  it a t  anytir;e ex i s t ed - - e i t he r  i n  tLe t r a d i t i o n s  
o r  i n  ti le C U S ~ O ~ ~ S .  And t h i s  s u r p r i s e s  u s  wost.  Tl ie  p o p , l e  in  
a l l  of t h e i r  c u s t o ~ ~ s  i n  gexleral arid i n  t h e i r  f u n e r a l  custor.is i n  

- .  L j a r t i c u l a r  a r e  v e r y  conse rv&t ive ;  i f  r: ilev i ,qea o r  a new custom 
. ax-rives, t i ie peopl-e w i l l  $ r e se rve  ti le o l d  custom a long  w i t h  t h e  

nerr o r  i n  t o t a l i t y  ( a s  i s  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  irit l i  t i le havthoqn s take 
and ~ r e r ~ l a t i o n ,  o r  i n  s u b s t i t u t i o i ~ s  and synibols) . hive  peoltle 
were sor;ietii;ies t l ~ r o ~ r n  as s a c r i f i c e s  i ~ ~ t o  t ; . ~  I i i l e  o r  t h e  T.iber-- 
l a t e r  clol ls  were th ro~r r?  i n s t e a d  of i ,eoj>ie; tLe a n c i e n t  Jews,  
\;hen scii,le olle of tlLeii. d i e d ,  ~ i o u l d  t e a r  t h e i r  clot i les-- todayt  s 
Jews o ~ l y  c u t  t..en i r ' iperceptibly wit11 rb Imi f e ;  a l i v i n g  pe rson  
was supl)osed t o  be entuslbed i n  a fcu~,c.at ion ( s e e  "L idan je  tJiiadratl 
' ~ ~ e  L u i l d i n g  . o f  ,iradnr1 )--today it i s  s u f f i c i e n t  t h i ~ t  instead 
of the, ,jersorl, oiily h i s  sliado~i o r  ; h i s  ~,ieasurei-ieqts a r e  wa l led  i n .  
. i r t d ,  so f o r t  ... The llorilans f i r s t  bu r i ed  t h e i r  dea,cl, l a t e r  t hey  
c r e r ~ a t e d  tliern; b u t  t h e  custor~i d i d  n o t  cou i ) l e te ly  d i  sai)l)eak 



because, even in tLe era of cremation, one part of the deceased's 
body, for example, a finger, was ritualistically buried in the 
earth. Some Slavic tribes while they were still living on the 
sea coast, buried tLeir dead by placing them in a boat which was 
then pushed out to sea; when these tribes later settled to the 
south in the interior, they continued to bury their dead in a 
box shaped like a boat and, when they acquired the custom of 
cremation, they also burned their dead in a boat. All of the 
ancient forms of burial are preserved among us Serbs in substi- 
tutions; for the substitution of decapitation, of dismemberment, 
and of complete destruction, one need only consider the custom 
of "cutting" the corpse, and tCat, most often, in the head or the 
forehead or tlre neck. 11s a substitution of tlie custom of staking 
a corpse with a hawthorn pole, consider the observance of prick- 
ing a suspicious corpse in the hand with a hawthorn; or the 
practice of putting a hawthorn under every corpse; or, generally, 
all 'usages of the hawthorn with respect to these bodies. The 
custom of burying the dead in the house under the threshold 
existed among our people in the very distant past; and tLis cus- 
tom is preserved symbolically even down to today: in an area of 
Bosnia, the deceased's nails are cut and these are buried under 
the tlrreshold, and in the hrusevac area, tl,e measurements of the 
corpse are taken with a thread and that thread is tLen buried 
under the tbreshold. Every form of earlier burial is preserved, 
even if it be in substitutions, but for burning we have no sure 
-example of substitution, nor allusion.**** Is this accidental? 

On the other hand, it is worth mentioning that in Bosnia pre- 
- historic necropoli with the remains of burnt bones have been 

found. The necropoli are not dated but they obviously belong 
to a period earlier than the Serbian population of Bosnia. It 
is interesting that the custom of the burning of a vampire is 
best preserved exactly here in Bosnis, as we have been shown by 
the incident in Tupanari and the information in Vuk (which in 
any case rests on the data from western Serbia and ~osnia). 
Dare we tie these facts togetlAer? An analogy from the far eastern 
part of the Balkan peninsula would speak for the possibility that 
burning existed: Jirecek Das ~urstentum Bulgarien, 110 says that 
on the coasts of the Black Sea up until recent times, all corpses 
were burned out of the fear that they would become vampires. 

As can be seen, the question is not solved; it will be possible 
to say more about tile burning of vampires when more material 
has- been collected. 



1 . . .s i s  lclio~rn and a s  can be seen  fr01i1 i n f o r r ~ a t i o ~ i  i n  d o u t l ~  
davit s o u r c e s ,  e .g .  i l l  vuk i h r a d z i c ' s  i,jecuilc/ ' ~ i c t i u n a r y '  
 elgr grade, 3 ed: 18981, t h i s  i s  t h e  p r e s c r i b e d  t e c h n i q u e  f o r  
t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  of a  vampire.  

2 .  "vu:iodlak" a long  w i t h  t h e  ~ i o r d  " v ~ m p i r e "  a r e  b o t h  douth  
d l a v i c  words f o r  ' vampi re . '  

3 .  The v i l a  i s  a uouth b l a v i c  ~ ~ o o d  o r  u a t e r  numph, a f a i r y ,  
an undine ,  a d ryad ,  she  l u r e s  s a i l o r s  t o  t h e i r  doom a n d ' s h e  
i s  t h e  cause  f o r ' a  1 lunter1s  o r  f i s h e r ' s  non r e t u r n .  

I 

4.  These s r e  a l l  from ,outh , l a v i c  f o l k  l i t e r a t u r e .  

5 .  i iere  ~ ' r o f e s s o r  ea jkanovid  g i v e s  t h e  uerbo-Croat ian  "Bog d a  
l ) r o s t i H  slid "Bog dn  mu dusu prost i t '=God pardon him and b o d  . 

pardon h i s  s o u l .  , v e r e  t l . is  t o  mean "God .~ardoil  him h i s  s i n ,  " 
it would be i n  t h e  d a t i v e  c a s e  and n o t  i n  t h e  a .ccusa t ive ,  e . g .  
"irog da i,lu o , m o s t i V  o r  "hog cia nu i!uSi . o r , ) r o s t i  ." 
6. The Lalcoilik, a failtous l e g a l  Code, ol;e of t iLe  most impor- 

t a n t  docurnent s el t tnnt  o f '  1 4 t h  c e n t u r y  ' ,erbian s o c i a l  co r ld i t ions  . 
and c u l t u r e ;  was pub l i shed  clurirlg t l ie r e i g n  of t h e  u e r b i a n  king,  . 
bte2hen >usan ( 1  331 -1 3 5 5 ) .  

* 

7. L L  proverb .  

* I n  p r i r . , i t i v e  s o c i e t i e s ,  c a p i t a l  i.uilishl.iS?nt i s  always accorll- 
y l i s l l ed  i n  sucl. a  way a s  t o  , , r ~ t e c t  t h e  oues ~ e r ~ j e t r a t i n g  it 
frorl, t h e  wratll of t h e  r.iam k i l l e d :  e . g . ,  Iie :.ill be b u r i e d  a l i v e ,  
s o  t h a t  his s o u l  c q ~ n o t  l e ave  a g a i n ;  o r  111s grave will be  p i l e d  
h i g h  w i t h  rocks  ( t h e  air,, be ing  t o  l c e ~ ~ )  t h e  SQUI i n s i d e )  ; o r  t l ~ e  
4 ,unis l l~ i~ent  w i l l  be  c a r r i e d  o u t  by s 'gro,up, so-  t h a t  t h e  s o u l  of 
t h e  .deceased v i l l  n o t  :inow e x a c t l y  ~i l io i s  , $ i i l t j r  of h i s  d e a t h ,  
e . g . ,  each  pe r son  , ,resent vould  throw a s t o n e  o r  (as i n  i,onte- 
negro)  t l i e r e  ~ l o u l d  be 2. v o l l e y  of r i f l e  ' f i r e ,  ,e tc ' .  .Among t h e s e  
C U S ~ O L ~ S  can be mentioned t h e  p r e s c r i i ~ t i o n  t h a f ,  d u r i n g  a  b u r i a l ,  
everyone had t o  throw d i r t  oilto -tjlle g rave .  ' 

+* 2.ccordiilg t o  t h e  b e l i e f s  of our  p,eople,  t h e  s o u l  can be i n  
ti le bones o i J y  whi le  t~ ;,erson i s  a l i v e ,  s ee  e . g . ,  Vuk i o s l . ,  
1597: "15s s o u l  burned ii1 h i s  bonea.  lienever son:.eone  isli lies 
t o  say t h a t  sorneone i s  v e r y  o l d ,  and a t  t l ie s a l e  tirile does  n o t  
wish liiril +to d i e ;  I t  cf  . a l s o  Vuk, ~~esr! ie  ' AJoer.is ' 2 ,  74, 79 ,  e t c .  : . . . 
"itre you,  b r o t h s ,  i n  l i f e ? "  "Yes, I am, b r o t l i e r ,  it i s  bad:.  . . 
I ct.11 j u s t  bs re l j r  c a r r y  - 1 . 1 ~  s o u l  i n  my bones." 

*** L e i t h e r  our  peo;jle i ~ o r  p r i i . i t i v e  Ljeoi)les, i n  g e n e r u l ,  a r e  
c o n s i s t e n t  i n  t h e  coilce, , t  of t h e  s o u l .  The s o u l  can be: 1 )  a 
v e g e t a t i v e  s o i l l ,  one vlliki. i s  t i e d  t o  t h e  blood ( c 9  .. e s p e c i a l l y  



the classical source in The Third Book of Moses, 17: 14: "Be- 
cause the soul of each body is its blood, that is the soul" 
(~rans. note: Cf. Leviticus 17:14, King James Version: "For it 
/blood/ is the life of all flesh; the blood of it is for the life 
thereof"), the heart, the muscles, and others; 2) - Breath, more 
exactly the last breath which escapes from one's lips (etymolog- 
ically the word dusa 'soulf is cognate with the word duvati 'to 
breathe ) ; 3 )  The soul is mant s (spiritual) double - G o n g  the 
Germanic people). It leaves man when he sleeps and when he dies. 
Dreams are reality: when we sleep, our soul, "our double," 
leaves from our mouth (e.g., in the form of a fly or a bird), 
and later returns to the body; whatever the soul sees or experi- 
ences on that occasion is what we have dreari~ed. That is why i-b 
is considered bad to wake someone suddenly, because the soul night, 
not have time to return to -the body, 3'or this kind of a .soul or 
spirit, compare also Vuli, Dictionary; s.v. "vjestica 'witchf: 
i~ woman is called a witch who, . , has  within her somekind of 
demonic spirit/soul, which leaves her when she is sleeping --- 
and transforms itself into a butterfly, a hen, or a turkey,,and 
flies about the houses and eats peoplee . .A woman who is a witch, 
once tLis spirit has left h e r ,  lies as though slie is dead and if 
a person idaces her head where her feet had been, she will not 
awake agcin," Our people sometimes believe that a vampire has 
a vegetative soul (thus he can annoy us only until his body has 
decomposed), sometimes, i~owever, they believe that the vampire's 
soul or spirit is a fylgja, a doublet: see, for example: the 
Glisic story A f t e r  IJiety Years in which the vampire's soul 
leaves frog his lips in the guise of a butterfly; and Vuk, 
Uictionarv* s . v . ,  "vukodlaktl: A person is called a vukodlak ----.- L-7 

who, . ,after death. . .is entered by some kind of demonic spirit, 
(as is a witch also), which revives him," etc. The first belief 
is the older, 

**%-* The examples which I4r. Trojanovic gives, in my opinion, are 
not sufficiently c l e a r  and would more likely be of a 
cathartic charscte~, 




