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“Veselin EajkanoviJ / translated by uarilyn‘bjoberg'f

The folloving article is translateu frow Lrpshi wnijizevni Clasnik
Tlie verbian Literary i.erald' (Belgrdde. 9”3) Veselin Cajkanovic,

the author, was irofessor of Ulassicul Languages and Chairman of

tlhe Classics separtment at velgrade University as vell as being

a noted ethnologist. L o - :

i

srofe-sor Laahanov1c s artlcle on vampires and their despatch in
the Louth wlavic .areas is a very 1nterest1ng one, e57601a11y S0
because a newspaper account of a posnian vaipire that ye:zr trig-
gered his article. Very little vampire lore has been made avail-
able to us; we find most ulbllogrughles on vamgires limited to
vnglisk, German, cnd Frencl. sources. 1heref0re Lrofessoribaakan—
ovic's contrib ution is very velcome as it ad.s another dimension--
which is not linited only to vam:iire lore among the verbs, but

also shows that such beliefs were still alive in tLe 1920'"s in
S0i:e areas.

rrofessor Cajkanovic rniakes use of classical analogy and of wat-
erial from foli sources. weveral references are made to tie words
of Vuk .aradzic ( uk), tiie "father of tiie verbian language,"
whose collections of folk tales and folk soetry are classics.
nls wvictionary (uerblan-German—Latln) contalns niuci. . valuable
naterial concerniug traditions &¢nd culture of tle ooutl vlavs;
tiiere is a com,.lete description of "vempir" (cross-referenced to-
"vukadlak"--tlie root "vuk" neans 'wolf') from vhicl. trofessor
Cajkanovic hLas quoted vwith conwents. [t wight be noted that in
some dictionaries, tlie vord vaupire is considered to be of
verbian origin.

The stuke referred to throughout the text is "glogovac" 'hawthorn
vtake' and glogoviua" is ti.e 'havthorn tree.' It is interesting
that "glogovac" has a second meaning, ti.e aporia cratigi ( a but-
terfly). as wiil be seen from tle text, one possible form which

way be assumed by a vanpire 1s that of a butterfly!

I have sought to follow tiie cuthor's article as closely as pos-
sible in all matters. 1 indicate his footnotes with an asterisk (%)
and I have =dded translater's notes wvhere i felt tliem necessary

in nuubered footnotes. 4ll refereuces tu werbisun journals are
given in .erbo-Croctian; translations . re in single quotation marks.
Underlines throughout the text indicate .rofessor Cajkanovic's
italics in tle original text.
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. few days ago, in a patriarchal arex of Losnia, an unusual
event occurred. in tle village Lunanarl (in the Vlasenicki
jurisdiction), a vampire appeared. ‘hen it became intolercble,
the peasants gathered, and, more antiquo, they dug it up from
its grave, pierced it with a hawthorn stalie, @nd then burned it.

Several Belgrade pa,ers have written about t.is incident. sc-
cording to the report in Vreme 'Tire' (number 511, 23rd of ..ay of
thls year ), ve present below an excerpt it ran thus:

". . . 4n old peasant £a3a Tomlc. . .died. . .the 9th of
april, this year, lhortly after his death, Lis wife Cvija
began to complain that her dead husband had begun to return
nights as a ghost and tlhat ke ran throughout the house
scaring the inhabitants. There are soi.e vho believed

Cvija and some who dia not, thouglh she has unceasingly
asserted tiiat lier husbaud is a vampire and that he re-

turns every night. Thus things vent on for a vhole wonth
and then, it is said, Ler sons also became avare that there
was a v.mgire in the lLouse.

"Stevo and iarsto Towmic, the sons of the deceased man, called
the whole village to a discussion of what could be done about
their rfather who had become a vampire. 4ll of the peasants
wvere 1n agreement that tle vampire must be destroyed. They
decided that tliey must dig up the corpse, burn it, and dis-
perse the ashes. The dccision was put into action.

"The peasants, armed with pickaxes’‘and shovels, wveut to the
cemetery. wooiie carried wood for tlie fire and one pre-
pared a pointed hawtiiorn pole. The peasant crowd, led by
the sons of the deceased .aja, arrived at the cemetery.

The corpse vas dug up, it was pierced by the hawthorn pole
and thrown onto the stakes. usfter the body was burned,
they dispersed its ashes, ocid those few charreq bones vhich
remained vere thrown back into tie grave., . ."

The people of the Vlasenickil jurisdiction preserve their ancient
customs very carefully. .uanyone who has, for example, subscribed
to tlie varajevo Glasnik Zemaljskog ..uzeja 'i.erauld of the wLocal
iwuseumn,' has surely been made aware of tlie fact that this area
has given a great amount ¢f material to resesrchers. Therefore,
the above incident does not surprlse us rwuch. i.oreover, the
material we have from this area is usually of excellent quality.
and ti.is is true of the d.ta which ve can use from this most re-
cent occurrence.  The magical elements of the ranner in which

it was accompllshed and tlie conce,yts and the beliefs exhibited
on this occasion--all are very sncient. The whole incident is

valuable 1nsofar as’ in sone points, it adds to and:explains earlier

data about a vamplre ‘and the Lllllng of & vampire.

There 1is much that has been’ vrltten about ti.e belief in vampires
in our area and among us. The classical source of,such informa-
tion of Vuk, wjecnik 'ulctlonary s.v. "vukodlak."” The theme
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is interesting,but it is substantial. Therefor., 1 shall speak
here only concerning the article in Vremne 'Time' and I shall
limit nyself to only those duta in tiie article which show some-
tliing newv for the history of t..e verbian religion.

Tlie newspaper article repoited that tie vamwire, .ajs Tonic,

a» eared only to Lis wife; his sons became aware of Lim only
after a whole month--only after his visits could no longer be
hidden and wvhen their mother hLad already called tl.eir attention
to them. ubviously, tiie vempir. had no iutention of wmaking
hirnself known to his soas. ‘Vhat then was the vampire's exact
purpose in Lis visits? Vuk iaradzic can give us the answer to
this question. "ia Vukoalak [—vam01r1—-ae says in his uyiction-
ary, s.v. "vukoalak"--sometines returns to its wife. . .and
sleeps with ler; and tirey say that a cliild born of such a union
does not have bones." snd if the report of the Tupanari affair
does not state this plainly, it is obvious that Cvija and the
peasants of .upanari na e Just the same ssumption regarding
the purpose of tiie vaipire iaje. .S can be seen among our neople
even today, such an ancient belief hLas:been jreserved: nawely,
a god or a dermon can have corporal uuicn with a mortal woman.
we Lave evidence of thls tlene eveu in . uerblon‘mythology and
legends:

.nhenever there .re werbian herve
wach one vas nurtured by a vila,
And many were born of dragons.

occurs in the folk poem "..ilos (bilic, the _ragon's son."
Coupare also the mytli of Trojan (in Vuk's ulctlonary, §.V,;w
Trojan), the poems about urpress iilica ana thie wnake irom"
Jastrepac, the stories of the iedjedovic's, usnd so cn. . '

Lovever, all of tlese ex. uples (even if they ure collectlvely
strong enough to confirm tAe fact) are not individually, suffi-
ciently concrete. wsovever, it is qulte.a different matter when
ve cousider the vampire, .e is a dewon vho concretely, in

ersona, a proacuies a wvouman. It can be seen, moreover, from
the Tupanari affair, that this very acient belief, known also
among otlier peoples but vhich‘unshaﬁen among ounypeople vell
into the 20th cent .ry! ; R :

It is interesting tiet even among our people there were incidents--
so-callec Lektun's deception--that is, even here there wvere

people wiio, in tlie name of a vempire, "succeeded in galning en-
trance into discreet wouem's clLiwbers;" .Joukim Vujic tells one

such example in lils Travels; other examples are nentioned in the
journal {aradzic, aud others., It, seems that ,Vuk assunied such
situations vhen Le, not witiuout sowme. discernment, said "the vam-
pire sometirics coizes to visit hiis wife, eSpe01ale mhcn his wife
is young end beautiful, and he sleeps with hLer.'
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The .people of Tupanari, reports the newspaper ¢rticle, pierced
the vampire with & havtiorn pole, and tihen tiey threw it on the’
stakes and set it afire. Their aim wis, it can be understood,
to nake the vaupire ineffectual and to destroy it.

.iercing witl a hoeviliorn stake and burniung are very a001ent nea—
sures for hllllub a vampire.

LVll ;spirits and all unclean demons fear the hawvthorn and, gen-
erally, all thorns. . hen the ancient Germanic tribes Seutenced
to death "cowards (nd oubtlaws," they threv thorns onto their
graves: it is obvicus thus bbat tlie soul of tiie executed person
coutd not revurn to avenge itself.* The Cavthaglnlﬁns and. iomans
#lso threv thorns and rocks unto tiie graves of the deceased. A
witch (which is, in fact, an underground deuon, the female counter-
part of a vampire) is also afraid of thorms. wuring "valpurgis
nigi.t," in central ...rope, havthcerns cre placed on the doors of
- a houseliold as a deterrent ot vitches. .hen a witch wisles to
fly from a house, it is unecessary to recite ti.e poem: "not with
a thorn, not with lightning. . ." u(ne understands *ha® the:thorn
of the hawthorn is especially strong in magical effect, as 1is
tlie havthorn tree generally. In eastern .erbia, many drive a’
small hawthorn peg into the grave beside tlie cross, and tius the
corpse cannov turn into a v mp;re. The vomen in bosnia, when
going into « house vhere tlere is a corpse, carry a havuhorn thorn
with thew vhich they throv away upon leaving the house. The
hawthorn is a cherm and an anticdote and; noreover, it is wced
against snakes;, liey believe in Bosnia that one cun cutch the
de7ll himself Wltu it,. .len vue meuntions a vamplire, or in some
ruy calls for th some Teind of a- demoir, -our peonle have this phrase
lech they add: "and in his wvay, put nadder and hawthorns!"

Because the hawvihorn stuke is a sure means against o vumpire,
the vanpire is picrced by it.  To vhat purpose? aloug with the
proverb "tithout a havthorn stalie, nothing can hagyen to it"
Vul: observes: ". . .vill not die easily, unless he is killed,
like a vampire." Thus, Vuk obviously follows «loug wvitl. the
pooul( T belle¢ aud thinks +that & vampire is killed with a haw—
thorn stoke. This belief, uenerwlly, (as can be seen in nearly
all accounts of vampirism) is very wvidespread amnong our peOﬁle'
the best proof that ous people &Cuudl]V desire to &ill a4 vampire
‘with a hawthern is thet soretines, insteau of a stale, a svord
is used «nd the vampire is stabbed many tines, whether with a
_yataghan or vitl a stake. ‘vometines, 1ndeed, lie is even "killed"
vith a pun. but has our people 2lways believed that & vampire

can be killed? .e knew that reli gious coitents can change; in
the same vay, it cen happen that oune urd anotler conbradictory
concepts can cxist at the saune time. idea that a vampire

can Le killed by ¢ hewvtliorn stalte apjecrod relatvively later.
:rrev1ouslj, our prowple, it seews, believed that & vempire could
not be kilie , at:lert not Ly o siungle neens such as stuking,
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even thouygh tiie stuke be of Lawthorn. ‘wtuking « vampire in not
enough, becuause, tle soul, the vegetutive soul, tied to blood,

to the heart, to muscles anc to the 1ntest1neo, continues. to
ex1st until the lost sart of all of this exists, and the vampire
vill exist up intil the least bit of his body exists. vuly vlen
all that remains of his body are the bones--when his soul has ce-
parted elseviie.e, generally for the kingdom of tlie dead, will he
t.en «nnoy us uno further. Thus, it seems our people, by staking
tlie. vanpire vith & hawthorn pole, had originally not tlie intention
of killing him (since they must have been cognizant of the fact
that this was 1npog51ble), but rather tiiey soughit to nmagicully
intervene ¢nd to bind Lim to his grave, to prevent his exit from
the grove and his dangerous vwanderings in tleir envircns. 1In
trientcl tules, tlie genie or suirit, locked in some kind of a
coutainer, cin lift every 1id but that one on which is vbelomon's
word; crazy Jovan, in the yoem "Jovun and the Gigantic Chieftain"
cin break every rope, but tie striug on & rusical instruwment;

and  thus the vaupire can renove every stuke, but not that ¢of haw-
. thoern wood lie is imprisoned, riyeted to his ,rave by tlLis staize.
There are analogies to tlie use ¢f a hawthorn stalie among ancient
gerrcnic tribes.  Those corpses whose return vas feared, were
secured iu tie grave by wiercing ti.ei. vitlh & hawthorn stake. In
eastern i'risla, a female corpse whici iad been impaied aud covered
vith thorns vas foond in an ancient grave. e also have direct
proof that our people intended, originally, not to kill tlie vam-
pire but to rivet it to its grave. In soutlern salmatia aud in
Bosnia, vien a.van.ire appears, 'the people will dig up its
grave, place tlie vampire on hLis stomach ¢nd secure a hawthorn
stake at the grave, so tlhat tie vampire nay not raise 1tself
from t.e grave &ny louper"44says‘Vid Vulietic -from Vukasvic
(laradzic . 3, 1901 213) ' : '

ulle tuis nianner of emuloylng a bLavthorn stake had as a goal only
to limit tihe freedon of novenent of ‘a vannlre, burning had as 'a
goal the couiplete destruction of the varnpire. ﬁurnlné is a very
vell-knovn custou. .ven toduy corpses are burned in huge crema-—
toria, but tiese instances are exceptional and rare, earller,
hovever, among classical snd brlehttl peoples, und even in pre-—
historic wurope, this custon. vas ricticed nuch more frequently
and in many areas it vas gener.l. ' ‘ ‘

The difference between modern and ancient burning is that today,
usually nothing remains of tlie creinated corpse while earlier

its bones remained; there is a furtlier difference 1nsofar as. to-
dey this custom is practiced for surely practical, liygienic, and
sometimes, perliaps, sentimental reasous while in the distant past,
the reason for burning vas quite a different one. According to

the explanations viiich the liistory of religions gives to this
custonm (because there are also otuer, rational explanations), the
true purpose of buruning vas to destroy the corpse or, more exactly,
to destroy those parts of it in which ti.e soul might remain and
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tliose are, as we have just secn, tiie blood, tle muscles, the
lieart, the eyes, the intestines, etc. . hen these parts were de-
stroyed, tlhiere remained only the bones and we are thus secured
frowm the eventual return of tle denarted because the soul cannot
be bound to the bones.** Thus, it is in our interest that we
burn the departed. out it is also in their duterest. 1n that
period wlien, in tlie ..editerranean countiies, they began to burn
the dead, a new religious concept appeared, which, fer later
mythology and poetry, proved very fertile. Tuis vas the idea of
a general, communal, organiczecd kingdom of the dead. The popular
imagination found that kingdou: at times under tlie ground, at
times in the far vest, or at viie otier side of tlie sea, or in tle
skies, etc. . hen a person uied, hils soul wos bound to the grave
for a certaln tine (usually sone symbolic nuuber of years, for
example, seven) but its ultinate aim vwas to attain that kingdom
and there tc find its peace. .hat are the conditions that it will
be able. to go tliere? Tiere is one coundition: the body must as
a preliminary decombose. Until, that hapoens, the soul will be
bound to it, and therefore, it v111 be Lnsatl :fied and unkappy.
1OV unuappy ana unbutlsfleu sucii a deceaseu person can.be can
best be seen frow the fact that the vord for such an. undecayed
corpse:begen, with time, to mean a de.ply uahappy, disconsolate
person in general ~the word, ocajnik, vhich todey. means only
unhapjy, disconsolate nerboh," in Vuk's dlctlonary has the single
neaning M"an’ undecayed body .in the érave,'a “hurian: body VLlCh can
not decumpose," a4 dire curse in huntenegro is: "Lay you not
decay for a thousand years!"  The foll poew "The wepeutance and
Confession. of kraljevie narko," reads: ”Lis mother implored -
i.arko, that Larko's humen blood would pass: "Because you will
never decompose;" ‘and a l ttle later tiie old prior says to iarso,
"sorrowful son, harlgev1c r.arko, . . .your human blood must pass,
or you will never die, nor will your body decay."--lur blessing
"God pardon hlm" and."God pardon his soul" does mot mean "God
pardon Lim his sins"” but rather: "God ¢ allow him, or his soul,
to be free of his body." 1In tlhe poe.. which we have just mentioned,
Kraljevic ..arko finelly receives tie prior's blessing: ". . . This
morning, . I shall, by God, give you communici .. . .thot you are
pardoned; from this world. W :
i

Thus by burnlng tle body we c.n accornplish two thlnbs. we can-
free the soul of the departed from lLiis bedy which hinders it in -
its journey and vwe can pergonally secure ourselves. That wds the
reason. for the penetration of ti.e belief, in- the distant past,
that it was necessary to burn the dead; that is the reascn that
even: today our people bu*n vanmplires . ¥ ¥ %

in maﬂy perbian areas, for exam .le iu “ontencwro, only a havthorn
stale is used on the vamdire; in pusan's vegal: Loao,) in ‘article
2) (which is, of course, concerned with tie Lllllng of a vamplre)
only burning is spoken cof. i1:eanwliile, in:TYupanari the vampire
was first pierced with a hewtuorn stuke and onlv tiien burned
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and sucl: a process vas cousideved norial by Vuk uaracz1c, it means
that in tiie areas whicl. he had in mind, the vempire vas regularly
both stalied and burned. Lut this seews, if unot coutradictory,
surely eXceoblve. ~Ly 1s a vaimdire both staked and burned?

.hen a- vanplre 1s already rlvetea to his grave, vhLy then burn
h1n9 And conversely, if he is to be burned, why thern strke him?
isn't only one of these measures reclly SUleCICntO The answer
is extreriely 51n>1e°,nere tvo custoils remaln, an older custom
aiid a Lore recent gne. These peo:le , vho are unusually conser-
vative in question c¢f cult, lave retained the older custow even
vlien it becane illogical and unnecessary. This swuassiag of
customs, superimposing the newv ujon tie old, the couvromise be-
tveen the old and tlie new beliefs, is a very frequent )lienomenon
in the history of religioun. . few days ago, a prophetess from
olavonia crue to belgrade to tlie national rarliarment. Through
the conviction vitl: wiiichi slie spoke, because she had not "sold
her gifts for noney," in beneral because of her whole appearance,
she was a real provhetess in the ancient (not in the modern)
sense of the wvord--the last repres.nt.tive of tlose divine wvomen,
aer predecessors wiio feel in themselves sanctum aliquid et
provicum. -hat sie said is, for us, at tids noment, secondary;
but her aupearznce is iunterestiug because, ouce, she weunt to the
cenetery to beg God for rain. Turniung to God for rain is an ob-
servance of tie new faitli; but why did she go to tie cenetery?
iecause according to ti.e beliefs of tlie oid faitl, the souls of
our ancestors give us raiun. Instea: of briiging otier proofs to
confirm tuis (L shall nut then forverd in & separate article),

I would suggest ounly the belief that if one dreaiis of the dead
there will be raiu. In the efforts of tie provhetess to produce
rain, ve huve obviously two things: the nev ritual (appealing

to tle Christian God), alowg vwith vhich h. s renzined the old
(thie magic of the co etery).--In the suem "Jovan .nd the Gigan-
tic Chieftzin," crazy Jovan's eyes are ut out. . vila arrives
to aid him and: "when she looked at crazy Jovan, ..is eyes wcre
put out, she washed him witl i.aladzijnski water, and the vila
prayed to God, aud Jovan's eyes were restored." i.ere also we
nave an example of & comprouiise betveen tlie old ¢nd the nevw
beliefs. The vila, as ve Lnow very wvell, is herself very cap-
able of botl. taking aud restoring siglit--wiy tien ti.e interven-
tion of tle Christiin God? 1In ti:e pvem "Ivo wenjanin and the

. Begler-be_" wve h.ve auotlher similar disagreenent--a counflict be-
tween the new und ti.e old belief: "..nd t.ere the vila bothh looks
and listens, and frow tl.e mountain she flies down to tle hero,:
vith Ler rigut Land slie guards Ivo, and with her left shie takes
out a dagyger, and tlen she puts out tiie eyes of the Turks.

Tie renoval of the eyes witi o dogger is a nevw v elenent, because
ve knov that a vila, in the same way as the “Greek Artemls, by Ler
very glance or eveun just her prescnce, could reiove one's sight.--
~hen it thunders and lig.tnings, it is not good to cross omneself.
why? ilen it is known that tle cross is a sure and universal
protection against every deion and agaiust every evil in general,
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this orohibition seems strimg,e. ..ccording to follk explanation,

i "God drives tlie devils avay by means of thunder and the devil,
fleeing from thunder sud lightning, can approucl a. person, to

hide under tie cross wud protect linself from tiiese blows,. thus
it cen ecsily Lep;-en that the person holding the cross will also
suffer from the thunder and lig.tning" (. ilicevic). This explan-
ation is not exact because 1t caunot be imagined that 1t would
ever occur to tle devil, who is very frigltened of tlLe cross ("Le
flees like the devil from a ‘cross" ), ‘to hide behind a cross.

Ti.e explauatlou is not difficult to find when one assumes that
this prohibition existed in a religious environuent vhich still
had nct reconciled itself with tlie nev conditions. “The: cross
which is the symbol of ti.e nev god is a chamr, surely, against evil
spirits, but it nust unot be forgotten—-mainly against the demons
of a lowver order. oo, agulnst one sucl. mighty god as was the

0ld god of thunder--a god who tirough centuries was impoertant

as summus deus and wvas respected above «ll others--wve are not ab-
solutely sure that tle cross cun be effective. on tie contrary,

-1t might only evoke the anger of that god, and txerefore, ve do

not use it. and so forth. e lLove many customs in which the old
and the new concepts, thle 0ld and new ritual, stand one beside
the other. le hive one suci: situation in the custom of both

stadlng and-burnlug‘a vamylire.

iov, whlch of these two .customs is the older., (bviously, the
older is the custom of piercing with a hawtliorn stake. For if
ve were to: assume that burning is the older custom, it becomes
very difficult to inagine that people vould then; at oue such
radicul a means as burning, feel the necessity to seek still an-

other means which is less obv1ous and sure. Thus, it follows
that tiie custon of burnlng,a vanpire can be ascertalned as a
custom of a relatlvely nore receut date. ' :

The cuoton of burnlng, as wve have already said, was well-known
to many people among whom vere some vho lived in our neighbor-
hood (for example, Germens «nd ihracxuns), or wvho vere in' close

‘ connection with us (for exunwle “tiie Czechs and wussians). Vas

it then--as wve miglt ekpect-—well-known to our forebears also?
rYs bilma 1r03anov1c,Aurpsh1 anjizevni Glasnik 'The verbian uLiter-
ary ilerald' (3: 1901, 55 ff; 125 ff) Las atterpted to give an af-
firmative answer.  Lnr. 111031e Vasic, (Lrankovo ilolo 'Branko's
Circle', 1901) in Lis paper on this subject did not acceot L.
TrOJanov1c s rcuults.

The queutlon is not easr aud it is ‘subject to revision.  Le can
not foresee what tle- results vill be, but one t.ing is obvious:
that we nmust teke the burning of a vamplre «s departure point
in these investigations. (as isr. Trojanovic lias already donej.

This is the ouly sure .cremation vhiclk our wverbian rellglon knovs.

But because of tle fact that : vamvire is burned, it is clear
that our people were aware that tLrOugh burning a corpse it could
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be made completely s.fe. .nd from this wpartial burnlng to a
moré'general burning, only one step Vas necessary.

uid our ancestors tcke that step and generalize burnlng to all
“s:t’tuaﬁolons‘P

I“shall; in only a few words, touch upon both one and the other
possibility.

To my understanding, there .re two facts which rather seaken the
L.sumption that burning vas practiced swmong the ancient Lerbs.
First of all, burniug vas not necessary. Cur ancestors had other
means of protecting themselves from the dead of whom they were

- suspicious.. That va., in the first place, as we huve seen, the
hawthorn stake. The other possibility vas ..aschalismos, decap-
itation and dismemberment which was known generally among all
pri: itive peoples. I{rom a report to itrince iilos in the year 1020
it is seen thuet sone people from Ubljan "with a stake. . .crushed,
severed the liead and placed it at the feet" of a suspicious

cor, .e, and in Lrusivacka Tesica in the year 1836, the peasants
dug a certain corpse from its yrave and beat it. . ., shot it
with guns and finally cut off its head." The third means is
supplemental burial. That custom is kuown aong the southern
verbs. The corpse is dug up after turee years aud its bones

are rltuaily cleaned (witli wvine, etc.), the decay around the
bones is carefully cleaned off aund tLrown avay--obviously the
purpose 1s that tiie soul be completely "pardouned" from the body.
all these means were sufficient to remove a dangerous corpse from
one's door. The hawthorn stake, decapitation and dismeubership,
and supplemental burial--all of tlhece Lave been preserved even
dowvn to the present day; this means that they have existed, with-
out interruption, from ancient times. ‘hat with all these .

other means, vas Lurniug also necessary?

¢

Por . anotler, thlng, today tlere is no truce of the custon of
burnlng—-lf it at anytine existed--either in the traditions

or in the customs. And this surprises us most. The people in
all of their customs in general and in their funeral custowms in
,bjartlcular are very conservative; if « nev idea or a new custom
arrlves, tlie people will preserve the old custom ¢long with the
nev or in totality (as is the situation with the havthorn stake
and cremation, or in substitutions and symbols). wuive peaonle
vere sometimes thrown as sacrifices iunto t.c liile or the Tiber--
later dolls vere thrown instead of peopie; tlie ancient Jevs,
.when some one of then died, vould tear their clotues--today's
Jevs only cut t..em 1mpercept1bly witi, & knife; a living person
'vae supposed to be entombed in a fouucation (see "ZldaQJe witadra'
'mhe Luilding of ikadar')--today it is safficient thut instead

- of the verson, ouly his shadow or lis measureneats are walled in.
‘and, so fort... The Lomans first buried their dead, later they
cremated tlhem; but the custom did not conpletely dlsa pear
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because, even in tle era of cremation, one part of the deceased's
body, for example, a finger, was ritualistically buried in the
earth. Some Slavic tribes while they were still living on the
sealboast buried their dead by placing them in a boat which was
then pushed out to sea; when these tribes later settled to the
south in the interior, they continued to bury their dead in a
box shaped like a boat and, when they acquired the custom of
cremation, they also burned their dead in a boat. All of the
ancient forms of burial are preserved among us Serbs in substi-
tutions; for the substitution of decapitation, of dismemberment,
and of complete destruction, one need only consider the custom

of "cutting" the corpse, and that, most often, in the head or the
forehead or the neck., As a substitution of the custom of staking
a corpse with a hawthorn pole, consider the observance of prick-
. . ing a suspicious corpse in the hand with a hawthorn; or the

- practice.of putting a hawthorn under every corpse; or, generally,
all usages of the hawthorn with respect to these bodies. The
custom of burying the dead in the house under the threshold
existed among our people in the very distant past; and this cus-
tom is preserved symbolically even down to today: in an area of
Bosnia, the deceased's nails are cut and these are buried under
the tlreshold and in the Krusevac area, tlie measurements of the
corpse are taken with a thread and that thread is then buried
under the threshold. Every form of earlier burial is preserved,
. even if it be in substitutions, but for burning we have no sure
-example of substitution, nor allusion,.**** Is this accidental?

l-eOn.the other hand, it is worth mentioning that in Bosnia pre-
. historic necropoli with the remains of burnt bones have been

- found, The necropoli are not dated but they obviously belong

to a period earlier than the Serbian population of Bosnia., It

is interesting that the custom of the burning of a .vampire is
best preserved exactly here in Bosnis, as we have been shown by
the ‘incident in Tupanari and the information in Vuk (which in

any case rests on the data.from western Serbia and Bosnia).

Dare we tie these facts togetler? An analogy from the far eastern
part of the Balkan peninsula would speak for the possibility that
- burning existed: Jirecek Das Furstentum Bulgarien, 110 says that
~on the coasts of the Black Sea up until recent times, all corpses
were burned out of the fear that they would become vampires.

As can be seen, the questlon is not’ solved 1t will be possible
to say more about the burning of vampires when more material
has-been collected,
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i‘v‘.b TA_J b

1. ~s is known and as can be seen frow inforrnation in wvouth
vlavic sources, e.g. in Vuk ilaradzic's Ljecnik/ 'Licticnary!
(belgrade, 3 ed: 18Y¢6), this is the prescribed technique for
tlie destruction of a vampire.

2. "vukodlak" along with the word "vumpire" are both wvouth
vlavic words for 'vampire.'

3. The vila is a owouth Slavic wood or water nunph, a falry,”
an undine, a dryad, she lures sailors to their doom and she
is the cause for a- hunter's or fisher's non return.

t

4; ‘These are all from wouth ulavic folk literature.

5. iiere cJrofessor Cajkanbvic gives the verbo-Croatian "Bog da
ga prosti" and "Bog 'da mu dusu prostl"_God pardon him and UOd
pardon his soul., were tlis to mean "God pardon him his sin,
it.would bLe in the datlve case ‘and not in the accusatlve, e.g.
"Bog da nmu ogrosti" or "'og Ga ru dusi orprostl."

6. The uahonlk “a faiwous legal code, one of the most impor-

tant documents extant of' 14th ceutury .erbian social conditions

and culture, was publislied durlng tlie reign of the verbian king, .

otephen Jusan (1331 1355)
7. & proverb ‘

* In prinitive societies, capital punishuént is always accom=
plished in sucl: a way as to yrotect the ounes perpetrating it
from the wrath of the man killed: e. g.,‘he 1+ill be buried alive,
so that his soul cannot leave again; or his grave will be piled
high with rocks (the ain being to kevg the soul inside); or tue
ounishuent will be carried out by a ‘group, so- that the soul of
the deceased will not know exactly wlio is guilty of his death,
e.g., each person present wvould throw a stone or (aw in honte-
negro) there would be = volley of rlfle fire, etc. Among these
custons can be mentioned the prescription that durlng a burial,
everxone had to throv dlrt onto tle grave. :

wR ACCOTdIng'to the beliefs of our pboule, the soul can be in-
the bones ouly while a person is alive, see e.g., Vuk josl.,
1597: "iiis soul burned in Lis bones. henever sor.eone wishes

to say that someone is very old, and at the sane time does not
wlsh hlm to die;" cf. also Vuk, iesme 'Joems' 2, T4, 79, etc.:..
"are you, brotier, in life?" "Yes, I am, brother, it is bad:. .
I cen just barely carry -wy soul in my bones."

*%% jeither our people umor prinitive seoples, in generul, are
consistent in the couce,t of tlhie soul. The soul can be: 1) a
vegetative soul, one MthL 1s tied to the blood (chlespeclally
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the classical source in The Third Book of Moses, 17: 14: "Be-
cause the soul of each body is its blood, that is the soul"
(Trans. note: Cf. Leviticus 17:14, King James Version: "For it

/blood/ is the life of all flesh; the blood of it is for the life
thereof"), the heart, the muscles, and others; 2) Breath, more
exactly the last breath which escapes from one's lips ngymolog—
ically the word dusa 'soul' is cognate with the word duvati 'to
breathe'); 3) The soul is man's (spiritual) double (among the
Germanic people). It leaves man when he sleeps and when he dies.
Dreams are reality: when we sleep, our soul, "our double,"
leaves from our mouth (e.g., in the form of a fly or a bird),

and later returns to the body; whatever the soul sees or experi-
ences on that occasion is what we have dreamed., That is why it
is considered bad to wake someone suddenly, because the soul might
not have time to return to the body. For this kind of a soul or
spirit, compare also Vulk, Dictionary; s.v. "vjestica 'witch':

A woman is called a witch who. . .has within her somekind of
demonic spirit/soul, which leaves her when she is sleeping

and transforms itself into a butterfly, a hen, or a turkey, and
flies about the houses and eats people. . +A woman who is a witch,
once tliis spirit has left her, lies as though slie is dead and if
a person places her head where her feet had been, she will not
awake again," Our people sometimes believe that a vampire has

a vegetative soul (thus he can annoy us only until his body has
decomposed), sometimes, however, they believe that the vampire's
soul or spirit is a fylgja, a doublet: see, for example, the
Glisic story After Ninety Years in which the vampire's soul
leaves from his lips in the guise of a butterfly; and Vuk,
Dictionary; s.v., "vukodlak": A person is called a vukodlak

who, . .after death. . .is entered by some kind of demonic spirit
(as is a witch also), which revives him," etc, The first belief
is the older.

¥¥%¥%¥  The examples which Mr. Trojanovie¢ gives, in my opinion, are
not sufficiently clear and would more likely be of a
cathartic character,






