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i i i s t o r i a n s ,  it seems, have a i , ro;)ensi ty f o r  d i v i d i n g  t h e  p a s t  
i n t o  b locks  of  tir.le, o r  J ~ e r i ~ i ! s .  The r e s u l t s  o f  t h e i r  s t u d i e s  
a r e  o f t e n  e x p e s s e !  i n  terms such as " t h e  movenerlt" o r  " t h e  age, 
began v i t i ,  and ended liiien. I t  F o l k l o r i s t s ,  on t l ~ e  o t .  e r  hand, 
searcl.  f o r  ti.e endu r iu t  n a t u r e  of c u l t u r a l  ,,ilenomena. The i r  
f o r t e  i s  i n  de&ons t r ; t t ing  t h e  c o n t i n u i t y  througll t u  ;e of c u l t u r a l  
elerr~ents  :)reseilt  i n  suc.. d i v e r s e  1iu1.ian a c t i v i t i e s  ds  : t o r y t e l l -  
i n g ,  s i n g i n g ,  ? a d  ~korking.  ko th  d i s c i p l i n e s  t r y  t o  ach ieve  a 
f u l l e r  uuders tanding o f  man by ana lyz ing  t h e  by-products of h i s  
ex i s t ence .  L fundamental q u e s t i o n  a r i s e s  where t h e  two over- 
l a p ,  genera ted  by t h e  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  t h e i r  approac les :  Is it 
v d i d  t o  d e s c r i b e  the  f l o l i  of human liis-bory i n  t e r n s  of d i s t i n c t  
t ime u n i t s ?  

The d i v i s i o n s  c r e a t e d  bJ- s c h o l a r s  aay w o r k  we l l  when one has a 
p o l i t i c a l ,  n a t i o n a l ,  e l i t i s t  focus .  The b i r t h  o r  d e a t h  of a  
g r e a t  man, a  d e c l a r a t i o n  of war o r  t h e  s i gn ing  o f  a  t r e a t y ,  
t h e  e s t a b l i s l i r ~ e n t  of an o f f i c e  o r  tile enactment of a l a w ,  and 
o t h e r  k inds  of d i s t i n c t ,  v i s i b l e ,  docurnentable even t s ,  can be 
l i nked  t o  f l u c t , a t i o n s  i n  n a n ' s  p rogress .  i e r h a y s ,  however, i t  
i s  i n a p p r o p r i a t e  t o  w r i t e  an account  of t h e  common r a m ,  those who, 
i f  remembered by h i s t o r y  a t  a l l ,  u s u a l l y  f i g u r e  as anonymous s t a -  
t i s t i c s ,  i n  terms of conven t iona l  pe r i ods .  Talking w i t h  an aver-  
age i n d i v i d u a l  about t h e  p a s t  u s u a l l y  r e v e a l s  t h a t  f o r  him o r  her 
memorable everits . r e  s t r u n g  t o g e t h e r  i n  a l a r g e l y  d a t e l e s s  con- 
ti ,luum. 

The d i s t i n c t i o n  b e t ~ ! e e u  e l i t e ,  i l a t i ona l  h i s t o r y  and g r a s s  r o o t s  
h i s t o r y  had been i-jade by s e v e r a l  s c l ~ o l a r s .  ii c l e a r  s t a t emen t  of 
t h i s  d i s t i n c t i o n  ccn be found i n  " h i s t o r y  of t h e  d l i t e  and K i s to ry  
~f t h e  Foil:," by Licliard I.. , jorson. Le g o e s  beyond s imply  point -  
i ng  o u t  t h a t  t o  g e t  a t  t h e  h i t h e r t o  s h o r t - s h r i f t e ~  foLb s i d e  o f  
h i s t o r y ,  one "does u o t  beg in  w i th  tlie p a s t  o r  tlie t o p  f of society] ,  
b u t  w i th  ti,e p r e s e n t  and tLe i n d i v i d u a l . "  i ~ e  c a l l s  a t % e n t i o n ,  as 
w e l l ,  t o  tLe u s e f u l n e s s  of " o r a l  t r a d i t i o u a l  h i s t o r y t 1  as a t o o l ,  
d i s t i n g u i s h e c ~  fror,l " o r a l  h i s t o r y t 1  yhicii  l l s i n ~ y l y  a ) p l i e s  the forn- 
u l a e  o f  e l i t e  documentary h i s t o r y .  I n  t h e  forword t o  Yesterdax 
i n  t h e  I , i l l s  Ca lv in  b. hro'i:n goes  a stei3 f u r t h e r ,  sugges t i ng  a - - - 9  
t h r e e  p a r t  o r g ' , n i z a t i ~ ~ n  of f o l k  h i s t o r y .  iIe says :  

t h e  jmst i s  n o t  an e n t i t y ,  b u t  a t r i n i t y .  The t o p  l a y e r  i s  
t h e  imr,lediate , j a s t ,  ~ ~ l i i c : .  s t r e t c h e s  f r o r ~  t h e  evanescerlt  
p r e s e n t  back t o  t!,e vague border  betjieen childhood and .*do- 
l e scence .  . . . . L t l ~  t!l~ l e v e l  o f  t3.s ir..i.edkate p c s t  l i e s  
t h e  s t r a t u u  vhic11 i s  be s t  de sc r i bed  as t h e  re.,;.l q a s t .  I t  
embraces t h e  whole , e r i o d  o f  cliildliood r e c o l l e c t i o n s ,  and 



nrany o f  t l iese  a r e  a r e c o l l e c t i o n s  of +,Lings t o l d  by p a r e n t s  ' . 
' ;and g randparen t s  .' . i . . r ~ u t  eve ry th ing  b i f  o re  it ,  from tlie 

'Carol ina pa r akee t  t o  t1.e b ron to sau rus ,  from tile idew l iadr id  
, * e & r t h q u a k e , t o  t i ~ e  fo rmula t ion  of  ou r  ga laxy ,  j.s lumped t o -  

ge the r  i n .  . . [ t h e  1 h i s t o r i c r l  2 a s t .  Tiiis i s  t h e  p a s t  t h a t  
i s  l ea rne$  from books' r a t h e r  t han  ; ~ e r s o n a l  exper ience  o r  
, c o n t ~ ~ c t s . ,  

. ' .  I $ < .  . , 
Tlms the . re .  i s  an e.wdrelle'ss t h a t  t o  a c c u r a t e l y  relti.te' gras is  ! roots  
h i s t o r y ,  t lLe r e s e a r c h e r  aeed t o  d e p ~ i r t  from ti:e fore'mat and 
i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  convent iona , l ly  apq l i ed  t o  l l i s t o r i c a l  d a t a .  - 

In o rde r  t o  examine t h e  f o l k  r e c o g n i t i o n  and d e l i n e a t i o n  of a 
s p e c i f i c  h i s t o r i c a l  e r a ,  t h i s  r esea rcLer  ta l l ied  w i th  a seven ty  
year .  o ld  n a t i v e  o f  a ru r t i l  , sou t i  e rn8  Ind i ana  co~u~ lun i t y  about  h i s  
pe r sona l  h i @  t o r y .  The ' inf orrllant. whose, corihent s prbopted t h e  
'study was "Bq" br.lith. At t i le end of an. i n t e r v i e v ,  '%e mknti'oned 

' . tkaA~ an i n c i d e n t ,  du r ing  ~ ~ d l i c h  h i s  f  a t l i e r  arlj unc l e ,  the #sher ig  f , 
brought  i n  a  .murderer,  ni,ilt be i n t ene , s t i ng  and worthy of l a t e r  
conuer'satioil .  Though L O  -.dr,l-itted i ~ e  w a s  a, c i i i ld  i n  1910, url~en he 
thoug:.t t iLe ,  i n c i d e n t  took ,dace ,  he s a i d  he reriiernberect ' it;  and 
t 1 r o j  f i r n i l a r  k i l l i n g s  vh ich  ~ c c u r r e d  a t  about  tLe same t ime.  J u s t  
a few mi l e s  avay, Le s a i d ,  a t  a ;) lace c a l l e d  brurnmett Creek (see  
ma;)) , a 2ord s h o t  two i .cCoys. T h i s  was t h e  murde,r ln 117hich 
fami ly  figurecl.  Tlie ot:,er two murders \ ; e r e ,  f i r s t ' ,  one 'caused by 
f l a i r i n g  t e ~ ~ l y e r s  b e t v e e ~ l  two r i v a l  f nri.ilies wl~o liveci a 1 i t t J e .  
n o r t h v e s t  of Uo's hone, &lid secoiid, one r e s u l t i n g  from a j i l t e d  
l o v e r ' s  i r e ,  vh ich  took i l lace i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of u ne .~ rby  uni- 

! ' v e r s i t y ;  ~ c c o r d i i ~ b  t o  ijo, - t l iese  t h r e e  even t s  \:ere c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  
of anage vi,en v i o l e n c e  ud k i l l i n g  Irere i.lore coi,~r.rcn l o c a l l y  $ban 

' $  t h ey  a r e  today,  , pe r iod  \ ? i l i c i~  seemed t o  elid around t h e  time of 
3, , , t h e  Ford-i,cC;oy 1n.ciden-b. 

sr,lith .i&s a ' c i i , t i v a t i l l g  s t o r y t e l l e r .  .?be p o l i s h  and cor:ipl;e%eness 
. 'of  h i s  o r a l  s t y l e  ;xlacec: :.is n a r r a t i v e s  i n  a c2:tegory beyond mere 
r e c o l l e c t i o n .  Indeed,  his n e i g h b ~ r s  had cciutioned the r e sea rche r  
e g a i n s t  r e l y i n g  t oo  i ieavi ly  u3 on tL e v e r a c i t y  of Eo ' s . t a l e s .  The 
we l l  s t r u c t u r e d  sc  gas  he r e l a t e d  inc luded t a l e s  about  working on 
c o n s t r u c t i o n  crews i n ,  l nd i ana , , o l i s ,  p l a y i A i g  ,)ranks a t  church as 
an  adolescent , ,  parousi i lg '  a t  dances i n ,  t i le county seat du r ing  pro- 
h i b i t i o n ,  he lp ing  h i s  f a t h e r  cut wood as a c h i l d  on t h e  farm i n  

4 -. w i n t e r ,  lumbering i r i  C a l i f o r n l a  f o r  tLp LJh, and more. These 
couid have been a r ranged  i n  a  l i n e a r ,  c l l ronologica l  f a s h i o n ;  b u t  
t hey  v e r e  n o t  so arrarigerl by t h e  infornlant .  . i ~ o r e o v e r ,  t h e s e  were 
i n c i d e n t s  i n  on ly  one i n d i v i d u a l ' s  h i s t o r y ,  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  
shared, by +is n e i g l ~ b u r ~  . Iict:ler o r .  n o t , ,  o t l i e r s  i n  t h e  c ~ r ~ l n u n i t y  

' :had t h e  sarne pe r ce ;~ t i on  of a nore  v i o l e n t  pe r iod  i n  t t i e i r  com- 
mon p a s t ,  a pe r i od  which Qnued aror;rld 1 ?I 3 ,  and whetLer t h i s  was 
seen .is i ) a r t  o f  a grzss  roc.ts h i s t o r y , ,  ratlle 'r  t h an  s t r i c t l y  per- 
sona l  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  h i s t o r y ,  remained ques t i on .  , 



k r n  e f f o r t  was ~ilade, t h e r e f o r e ,  t o  l e a r n  110~: r. cot~~r~luni ty  views i t s  
p a s t ;  a  p a s t  vhicL 1 . 1 2 ~  be d i s t i n c t i v e  b u t ,  from tlle p e r s ; ~ e c t i v e  
of an  average c i t i z e n ,  i s  e s s e i i t i a l l y  unrecordecL. ' Js ing t h e  bord- 
i l c C ~ y  k i l l i n g  a s  a  r e f e r e n c e  i j ~ i n t ,  v a r i o u s  r e s i d e n t s  of Union- 
v i l l e ,  Bo 's  neiyhborhood i n  e a s t e r n  i.oIiroe County , ,were  askecl i f  
they  lrneli of t L i s  s p e c i f i c  even t .  I f  tLey d i d  kno~r of i t ,  t h e y  
were ~ u e s t i u n e d  f u r t h e r  t o  s ee  how tLey thought  it f i t  i n t o  t h e  
h i s t o r y  of t h e  a r e a .  bthile s t a t e  and l o c a l  l i i s t o r i e s ,  c o u r t  
r e co rds ,  neuspaper a r t i c l e s  and o t h e r  u r i t t e n  sources  were exam- 
ined  f o r  c o ~ ~ l p a r a t i v e  i n f  or r ia t ion ,  t h e  o r a l  reminiscences  of Union- 
v i l l e  n a t i v e s   ere r e l i e d  upon e s  t h e  source  of l o c a l  p e r s p e c t i v e .  
The b a s i s  f o r  SIC!,  an apl)roach l i e s  i n  t h e  f i n d i n g  o f  t h o s e ,  ' l i k e  Y Lynliood i ,cintell  , who recognize  t h a t  f o l k  ;.ccounts of ti:e p a s t  
er-]body *lie g r a s s  r o o t s  b e l i e f s  about  i t .  

Cne uf t h e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  i n  cor ,~?i l ing  a ; ) i c t u r e  o f  tLe p 2 s t  from 
o r a l  t r a d i t i o n  i s  t h a t  n o t  a l l  who know o f  an  event  a r e  eager  t o  
sliare t h e i r  kno~ . ledge  ;!it21 tl,e gene ra l  x b l i c .  The in tervie : :er  
took  d o v i ~  so1.1e o f  tLe i n f o r r i a t i o n  co11-t~-iilec! he r e  on ly  a f t e r  t h e  

; t a p e  r eco rde r  .had bt:en t u rned  b f f  a t  t k e  r e q u e s t  of in fo rmants  who 
asked n o t  t o  be cLubteci d i r e c t l y .  ~ ~ t h e r  i~ l forr : ia t iou  ha s  been omit- 
t e d  e n t i r e l y ,  f o r  t h e r e  were d e t a i l s  t h a t  i ~ e o p l e  hold  i n  s t r i c t  

, conf idence .  i n  a11 a t t en i ) t  t o  , j r o t c c t  t;.e i d e n t i t y  o f  a l l  t ho se  
who l iere kind'  e n ~ u g h  t o  t a l l ;  i ; i t h  t h e  r e s e a r c h e r  about  what i s  
s t i , l l  ..a e1.l~ t i on - l a cen  s u b j e c t ,  a l l  i n f  or1;icilts' nai~les lmve been 
d i s g u i s e d .  ' ,Lside f ror,~ i~sr,!es, though,  d a t a  i s  p r e sen t ed  as 
recorded.  

Though soine of tiAeikl ne i l t ion  p e r i d s  ending around 191 0 ,  couven- 
t i o n a l  l l i s t o r i a n s  cnn llarclly b.. s a i d  t o  r e  . r e s e n t  Uo ufiiith's p o i n t  
of vie:.. iil190st wi thou t  exce , ) t ion ,  I nd i ana  c h r o n i c l e s  w r i t t e n  
f o r  t h e  s c l i b l a r l y  , udience ,  and i n c l u c i n g  t;.e f i r s t  d e c ~ d e  of the 
t w e n t i e t h  c en tu ry  i n  t h e i r  coverage o f  t ; ,e  s t a t e ' s  h i s t o r y ,  iiiake 
no riienticjn o f  any ; , i trt iculr;r  ;2ge u f  v i o l e n c e  o r  k i l l i n g .  

C l i f t o n  J. ~; l i l l i :?s  i s  t i -e  exce? t ion .  . . r i t i n g  about  I nd i ana  from 
, 1 G ~ 3  t o  1923, he says :  

bne p a r t i c u l a r  1 e g o . c ~  f ror.1 tf,e s t a t e  ' s f r o l l t i e r  :last vh i ch  
p e r s i s t e d  i n  sol.~e rura l ,  a r e a s  u n t i l  l a t e  irl t i  i s  p e r i d  was 
v i g i l a n t i s ~ ~ l .  .L .pa . ren t ly  t:.e f i r s t  o f f i c i a l  atter,q)t  t o  d e a l  
v i t h  t h i s  .dlenol,lenon occur red  i n  1074, h e n  Governor Thomas 
 endr ricks desigua. ted a s2ec i i ; l  fund t o  be drawn u;mn by the ' s t a t 6  a t t o r n e y  gener i l  f o r  an i x lvc s t i ga t i on  \ , f  v i g i l i t n t e  a c t i v -  

. . i t i e s  i n  Crauford and , .asLington c o u n t i e s .  I n  t h e  nex t  de- 
c: de t h e  sane gene ra l  r e g i c n  &eve b i r t i ,  t o  tile "\.bite Caps, " 
a  clrr ious k ind  of r e k u l a t o r  r,loverllerlt which f l o u r i s h e d  f o r  
many y e a r s  i n  Ind iana .  i i l t l i ~ u g h  t L e i r  o r i g i i ~ s  and r~ode of 
o r g a u i z a t i b n  r e i ~ a i n e d  cloakred i n  mystery,  t h e  i . h i t e  Caps were 



thought  t o  be i.iernbexs of a, s e c r e t  o rde r  soriiewliat a k i n  t o  t h e  
Iiu d u x  i i lan and ded i ca t ed  t o  tlie enforcement of a  p r i v a t e  
s t andard  of mor lit r upon t h e  cowmunity, i f  nece s sa ry ,  by t h e  
r i f l e  and l a s h .  8 

I t  seems c l e a r  t h a t  L!iillii)s i s  i r tc luding as a  p a r t  of a  rnulti- 
f a c e t e d  p e r i d  an e x t r a  l e b a l  i i t s t i t u t i o n  t k i a t  used d i s p l a y s  of 
v io l ence  a s  a  ii,odus o:,erandus. i n  add i t i o l l ,  Le d a t e s  i t s  incep- 
tic.11 a t  around 1LL3. , + e  r,lay assuI.le t h a t  he d a t e s  tl ie end of t h e  
ge r i od  sowwhere  nea r  t h e  c i o s e  of t h e  f i r s t  deccde of t h e  then- 
t i e t h  c en tu ry ,  f o r  l a t e r  he w r i t e s ,  " e v e n t u a l l y  pub l i c  op in ion  
began t o  t u r n  a g a i n s t  t k e  masked n i g h t  r i d e r s ,  . . . and s e v e r a l  
a l l e g e d  , .h i  t e  C'a-is were cotlvic teil  and ir,iprisoxletl i n  hc rtholomew 
and ikonroe c o u n t i e s  i n  t h e  per iod from 1908 t o  1912."' I n  t h e  
same s e c t i o n  o f  h i s  ~ ~ o r l ; ,  we 1e;rn t l m t  t h e r e  was more  v io l ence  
du r ing  t h i s  age t h a n  t h a t  caused by t:.e l i i t e  Caps. iiccorGink 
t o  Lim, " i n  acidi t ion t o  tile t ypes  of yriva. te  law enforcement de- 
s c r i b e d  abave, ~ . o b  v i o l e n c e  f r e q u e n t l y  e ruy t ed  i n  i nd i ana  du r ing  
t h e s e  y e a r s .  Both iiegroes and wh i t e s  s u f f e r e d  a t  t h e  hands of 
lynch mobs 1~4hich a t tempted t o  t a k e  t h e  law i n t o  t h e i r  oun hands 
i n  o rder  t o  d e a l  o u t  :~tinishinent f i t t i n g  t o  persons  accussd  of 
murder ' o r  o t h e r  v i o l e n t  cr i i j les .  6 L h i l l i l ) s  hos i s o l a t e d  a  t ime 
;:hich seerjis t o  co r r e s ;~ond  t o  b m i t h t s .  Yet i t  rnust be po in ted  o u t  
t h a t  . h i l l i p s t  work cannot  c ln i r~ l  t o  ei.lbody t h e  g r a s s  r o o t s  view 
any more thari b a r n h a r t ' s  bnd Carnonyfs  o r  i , o r r i s o n t s  vorks  do. 
i h i l l i p s  ' sources  a r e  j our imls ,  nevspa i~e r s ,  and books--not ijer- 
s o n a l ,  f o l k  docunents .  

Turning t o  sources  of a more l o c a l  n a t u r e ,  one miyllt hope t o  f i n d  
g r a s s  r o o t s  in fo rmat ion  r e g  . rd ing  l in io i lv i l le  i n  autobiograpl l ies  . 
Unfor tuna te ly ,  pe r sona l  c h r o n i c l e s  v r i t t e n  by e ~ r l y  r e s i d e i l t s  of 
i ~ o d r o e  County ..nil v i c i n i t y  were l e f t  by people a f f i l i a t e d  w i th  
t h e  s t a t e  u n i ~ e ~ s i t y  s i t u a t e d  i n  d o o m i l ~ g t o n ,  t h e  1.onroe County 
county s e a t .  ~xcey! t  perhaps  as t hey  r e l a t e  t o  tLe u n i v e r s i t y ,  
t hey  r e f l e c t  an e l i t e  b i a s  a l s o .  

Thuuglt s p e c i f i c  i n f  orriiatiort on tlio g r a s s  r o o t s  s o c i e t y  under con- 
s i d e r a % i o n  i s  s c ~ i r c e ,  i n t e r 2 , r e t i n g  1:Ilat ve do imol :  about  it i n  
t h e  l i g h t  o f  o t h e r  s i r i ~ i i a r  s o c i e t i e s  can be r e v e a l i n g .  LL s tudy  
of law i n  a t r a d i t i o n a l  ~~nglo- i imer ican  community, f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  
found a well -def ined code,  rno.intainec! t h r o u g h  s I f - r e g u l a t o r y  
p r a c t i c e s  and f u n c t i o n i n g  t o  exclude ou t s i de l . s e f j  horace  h e p h a r t ' s  
d i s c u s s i o n  of sou the rn ,  dco t ch - I r i sh  h igh l ande r s  i n  Appalachia 
ske t ches  a  c l a n  based system. i t h i n  i t ,  f ami ly  q u a r r e l s  o f t e n  
reach  t h e  ,!roportiorl  of a  feud and a r e  t r a n s m i t t e d  f o r  gene ra t i ons .  
U x t e r n a l ,  v r i t t e n  laws a r e  sub j ec t ed  t o  ~oiiir~iunity c o n t r o l  ;/hen 
t h e  most p o ~ r e r f u l  irinsllip group e l e c t s  i t s  chosen r e p r e s e i ~ t a t i v e  
t o  p u b l i c  o f f i c e . '  Ln t h e  b a s i s  of accoun ts  l i k e  o r d a n ' s  and 3 t h e  evidence of c u l t u r a l  geographic f low p a t t e r n s ,  one would 
expect  t o  f i n d  c o n d i t i o n s  s i n i i a r  t o  tLose de sc r i bed  above, espe- 
c i a l l y  t hose  o u t l i n e d  by Xephart ,  i n  a neigl~borhoocl such a s  bmi th t s .  



b e f o r e  tiie t i ~ ~ i e  of easy  auto~irabi le  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  Unioi lv i l le  
was a c e n t e r  of sollie l o c a l  s i k n i f i c n n c e .  U n t i l  about  1904-1905, 
uhen t h e  r a i l r o a d  ccne through,  it "was t h e  on ly  v i l l a g e  i n  
benton t o~mbl i i p .  ' O  deven n i l e s  n o r t h e a s t  of b loo rn i~~g ton ,  it 
con ta ined  a p o s t  o f f i c e ,  a t anne ry ,  a b a r r e l  s t e v e  y a r d ,  a wagon 
spoke manufacturer ,  and two b l acksmi th ' s  shops.  I t  l a y  a long  a 
r i d g e  r o u t e ,  itnd, when t h e  r a . i l r oad  1iq.s b u i l t ,  a s t o p  i.as c r e a t e d  
on ly  a  fe: mi les  away which beciime ,lev Un ionv i l l e .  h ike  s t a t e  
h i s t o r i e s ,  l o c a l  h i s t o r i e s  t end  t o  f o l l o ~ r  tLe e l i t i s t  mociel. 
They i nc lude  d e t a i l s  of l o c a l  set t ler . lelLt ,  b iog raph i ca l  sketelles 
of c i v i c  l e a d e r s  and of t hose  iiho chose t o  p y  h i s t o r i a n s  f o r  a 
mention i n  t l l e i r  vo rks ,  nd an occa s iona l  b i t  of l o c a l  c o l o r .  I t  
i s  r o r t h  nen t i on ing  two r e l e v a n t  even t s  t h a t  r e c u r  f a i r l y  con- 
s i s t e n t l y  i n  ti le books. 

The f i r s t  i s  l i n k e d  w i th  a  t o ~ i n s h i p  sou th  of benton,  b u t  b e a r s  
g e n e r a l l y  on our  t o p i c .  This  a.ccount, one of t h e  b e s t  of which 
i s  found i n  F o r e s t  11. ''l'opt' i . a l l f s  i i i s t o r i c  T rea su re s ,  r e g a r d s  
c o u n t e r f e i t e r s  and tlie i o c a l  response  t o  them. ~ i c c o r d i n g  t o  him, 
c o u n t e r f e i t i n g  cnd o t h e r  i l l e g a l  t r c b d e s  des igned t o  c h e a t  hones t  
c i t i z e n s  r e r e  s i d e s p r e a d  i n  t h e  second h a l f  of t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  
cen tu ry .  They f l o u r i s h e d  i n  r e n o t e  a r e a s  of 1,~xlroe County.  LA^ 

s e e s  t h e  formatior1 of v i g i l a n t e  bcbnds as a r e a c t i o n  t o  t h e  crim- 
i n a l s  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e s e  a c t i v i t i e s .  ~ f t e r  L cons ide r ab l e  
d i s c u s s i o n  of b o t h  s i d e s  of t k i s  conu i f i dn ,  he says, 

These r,len [ v i g i l :  n t e s  1 d i d  succeed,  a i d  tilt? ,)lan soon 
b e c a ~ e  q u i t e  , j" i)ul i~r  a s  a  illeans of s e t t l i n g  w i t h  ~ r i r ~ i i n a l s .  
Lie  man ~ ~ 7 i ~ s  s h u t  i n  ti.e jail a t  ~loo,. . i l igbon by a ~ l y s t e r i o u s  
crowd of i~ien, who overpo;~ered tl-e guards .  bile t h e  plan 

. .had been a success  f o r  t lAe ,lur,jc.se it was e r i g i l ~ i r ~ l l y  meant, 
it l e d ,  however, t o  grave  abuses  i n  a  s h ~ r t  t i r ~ ~ e .  I n  more, 
tllan one s e c t i o n  of t!ie coulity, a nunlber o f  rjlen who en te r -  
t a i n e d  a grud-gc e g u i n s t  n ne ighbor ,  would t\sseriible ct n i g h t ,  
thoroughly ,  C i sgu i sed ,  and tLen g ive  t l L e  rt,i.n t~ t e r r i b l e  
l ? ~ l i ~ ) ~ ~ i I l g  . 

klorrilal, ~ ~ r i ' c t e ~ l  la11 \!as t i i e r e f o r e ,  f o r  c2 i lu~.~ber o f  r e a sons ,  ken- 
e r a l l y  ignore<. i n  r u r ~ , l  s e c t i b n s  o f  t l ~ e  i;tre.t. 

The secolld iter.1 a c t u a l l y  occur red  ill h i b n v i l l e  i t s e l f .  It i s  .the 
Cox iliurcler. 111 1261 , John 13. Cox's far.lily ~ i u ~ s  "brurticily- murcieredn 
by t1,n unknu ;in p . r t y .  ~ o l ~ t e n ~ ~ o r a r y  0 , i n i o n  r ega rd ing  vhat  happeqed 
vas d i v i d e d ,  ail4 o m  c(>ilsec..,ellce of it \ ;as  tlliit Go::, \rho su rv ived  
t h e  a t t a c k  t l l a t  i1a.d t;~.l;erl i l i s  ~ i i f  e i;i~ii c h i l d r e n ,  "was t aken  t o  
Bloori~ington f c r  s a f  ekeeijing, r L e r e  lie w ~ s  ques t ioneu  c l o s e l y , "  
The case  r.as never  s a t i s f e c t o r i ~ l l y  c l e  .,red up. 'Levera1  rrien 
were a r r e s t e d  and t r i e d ,  b u t  idere n ~ ( ~ u i t t e d  f r o u  l bck  o f  evidence .  
o t h e r s  be l i eved  t h a t  Cox h i u s e l f ,  ~ 2 o  was s u b j e c t  t o  h i s  f i t s  of  
i n s a n i t y ,  had co i i~u i t t ed  t h e  2 eed. " 



1 ) 
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i ,nly one l o c a l  i i i s t o r i a n ,  C .  A A a r l  Las t ,  has ~ c r u t i ~ l i z e i l  t lAe publ ic  
s'ou>ces s u f f i c i e l ~ t l y  t o  &o beyolid i s o l c t e i  even ts ,  such u s  v i g i l -  

s ailte r e a c t i o n s  t o  crovlrs and ~lurc!ers, t o  t h e  ~ c i i l t  clf i n f e r r i n g  
' t i m t  n gras s  r o o t s  phenomenon was unfolding i n  t i ~ ~ e .  I n  h i s  - 

b00,i i rel ive - it - . i t h  -9 ~ a s t  an attenl:,t a t  l i i ln-el i te  h i s t o r y  based 
.on,ne~.s:,a,~er a r t i c l e s ,  i;e devotes  t1 .o  c h q t e r s  t o  tiLe lawlessness  

, ; ,  of bygciile days. *,t vile i)oi l i t ,  he v r i t e s ,  " l e s t  t h i s  ckiapter on 
Lob Violence and t h e  oi.e on . . k i t e  c;c,pping c r e a t e  : L  f a l s e  in ,~res -  - -  - 

' s ion  [ t h a t 1  soutliern IniLic:na vas oilce wore l u v l e s s  than  otller 
s t c L t e s  l e t ' s  hurry  t o  ;add. no Loosier  r.rob tp , t l ; i s  :mthurt  s  
knowledge ever burned a victirll a t  s t :  l ie.  " ' Yet aga in ,  \ ; i t hou t  
re fe rences  t o  t h e  a c t u a l  s t u f f  o f  t h e  f o l k ,  t h e i r  a a l  s t a t e n e n t s  

I o r  . e r s o n a l  corresi)ondence, one cs.unot hell] ~ ~ o n d e r i r ~ g  i f  they 
' ,see tllese e a r l y  tir,.es ns  Y i l s t  does. ,' ' . 
1 :  z s  

,,ast does  no t  i-lention t h e  i:o*rc.-~.cCoy : i i l l i ~ i y ,  but  i:e has  c e r t a i n l y  
s,p,otted a f rec,uent e c r l y  t-,relitieth-ceatury ne;:s2ml e r  theme. 

, Lookiilg through co;)ies of tile Lloomington Tele ,,hone f o r  tile yea r s  
around 1910, tile re t~ i te r  f i n d s  re fe rence  t o  a t  l e e s t  m e  1ocu.l 

if., . s h o t i n g  o r  Tobbery i n  a11:~ost every i s s u e ,  I n  tlie coijy which 
appeared iiiluediately a.f t e r  tile shootiiig ::\;it11 Lich ve a r e  d i r e c t l y  
concerned, t h e r e  w, s an , : r t i c l e  on "1906-07 1:illings." it began: 

' !  

"Thou s h a l t  no t k i l l t t  5 t h  conrrinndi,~ent. ' I n  Uloorfiington and 
 onro roe county dur ing  tile p a s t  year  t h e r e , h a v e  been n ine  
' k i l l i n g s .  These toget iLer  f requent  so-cal led "white- 
c,zptt a f f a i r s ,  a r e  r a p i d l y  g iv ing  o ld  i.ofz9e t h e  r e p u t a t i o n  
of being t h e  "bad" county o f  t h e  s t a t e .  

Commenting elsewhere i n  t h a t  e c i t i o n ,  t h e  r e p o r t e r  who.covered 
t h e  ~'ord-1icCoy c l a s h  says ,  "it seei.ls ~ 1 o n r p 5  county has more than 
i t s  share  o f  murders ' p a s t  f u-t. y ea r s .  " L,notller p iece  riliich 
a l ~ ~ j e a r e d  t h e  s, ne day l&ubbed t1.e ? lace  ri,ere the, lLcCoys were sho t  
";'he Val ley of Death," because clf t i  e  ferge number of " t r aged ie s  
t h a t  have ilap, ened on b r ~ i , ~ ~ ~ l e  tt C'reeli. " , ve~ i t s  o f  t h i s  s o r t  d i d  
np t  go unnoticed ou t s ide  t h e  ii,;rie&iate v i c i n i t y ,  I n  1903, t h e  
~ n d i a n a ~ o l i s  iiews e mrted Governor & , u r b i n ' s  r e a c t i o n  t o  v io lence  

-1 7 i n  ilonroe County, 
, > t  t 

. , * ,  
1 ' -  

1 ;  . % ' 8  ! 

The Pord-l~c(;oy i n c i d e n t  occurred on  ?hanlisgiving day i n  1907. The 
foi lowing e d i t i o n  of tLe l o c a l  newsi)aper covered t h i s  s t o r y ,  devot ing 
over h a l f  of t lLe co~~ laun i ty  n e w  space t o  t h i s  i nc iden t .  
of t h e  shoot ing even receive$ ~ ~ t t e n t i o n  i n  t h e  Ind ianapol i s  iue~ls 
and o tue r  s t a t e  ne~~s ; , a i ! e~s  . The l e g a l  rar!rifications of  t h e  
c l a sh  wore on f o r  riiore tl.an t h r e e  years .  An i d e a  of exac t ly  
~ ~ l l i ~ t  took place  b e t ~ ~ e t n  Ford a i d  %lie ~ ~ c C O ~ S  can perhaps be 
reached I ~ I O S ~  o b j e c t i v e l y  toclay through tlie fol lowing excerp ts  
fror!~ t h e  b l o o ~ ~ ~ i n g t o n  nevsJ!a,jer account o f  t1;e o f f i c i a l  c lo se  
of $,lLe case:  



r'or a t h i r d  t i : ~ e ,  ~ d w a r d  Ford, ~ . h o  k i l l e d  J o e l  ;:nd Prank 
[ J o e l ' s  son1 i,cCoy a t  t h e  ,.idol: i A a l l y ' s  i n  "death  v a l l e y "  
near  Unionvi l l e  on Thanksgiviiig ijily, 1907, t o l d  h i s  s t o r y  
of t h e  k i l l i ~ ~ g  t o  a j u ry  . 
lie s a i d  tl .at tiie I Y O ~ ~ O T V  ~ s i c  7 i:c(;oYs cilrlle t o  viiere he was 
chopping vood dnG t i , a t  J o e l  iicCoy was t h e  f i r s t  t o  speak of 
t l l e i r  previous  t r o u b l e .  1.e c~dll , i t tei . t ,  however, t o  being t h e  
f i r s t  t o  speak bctween hi1.1self and r'rank ilcCoy. h r d  c la ims 
t h a t  J o e l  ircCoy had s t r u c k  a t  him once wi th  h i s  ax and had 
p a r t i a l l y  r a i s e d  t h e  ax t o  rllzke another  s t r i k e .  I t  1 . u ~  t hen  
t h a t  k'ord, so  ile t e s t i f i e s ,  d rev  h i s  revo lver  and f i r e d .  
The two 1.-idoxs of J o e l  an t i  Frank i.cCoy t e s t i f i e d  Thursday. 
I-rs. k'rar~k i,cCoy s a i d  t h a t  she '~ilcl her  husband ven t  t o  lier 
f atl ,er ' s lione ~f t e r  tLey hati lieard of Frank1 s be ing  accused. 
of pb l son ing  i + ' o r d t s  horses .  Tl,ey yre.1zrect t~ wove izito a 
new house bu t  it m2stericiusly bkrned. The rt~orning of' ti:e 
double murder Frank l e f t  home ~t 3 ' o ' c l o c k  - t o  j o i n  t h e  wood 
chop e r s .  ~~n hour li. t e r  slle ilearck shoot ing.  LJ:le and Lrs. 
J o e l  i.ccJoy weut t o  tile scene on t;.e h i l l s i d e .  Prank lras 
dead wi th  f i v e  b u l l e t s  i n  i , ib  LO?,^,' J o e l  was dying wi th  a 
b u l l e t  through one bf h i s  lungs: . 

Journz. l i  s t i c  p i eces  urhich ear.ecl ii..meci i a t e l y  a f t e r  tLe sl iooting 
sup;jly nuiiierous d e t a i l s .  TILere i s  an obvious a t t em:) t  by the  3ress 
t o  g ive  both  s i d e s  of  t;.e s tory-.  Co~anents sucl: as  "it was 2o iu ted  
ou t  by i.cCoy f r i e n r . ~  \di,en t A k e y  liearil tLe T h r d ' s  sons ' ]  s t o r y  
today t h a t  it has been a l r , ~ ~ s t  a v e e l ~  s i n c e  tile tragedy--,)lenty 
of t iwe f o r  t h e  boy wihnesscs t o  trum1) up a f avo rab l e  account i f  
they  cared t o  d o  s o ,  I' 'and an ; . r t i c l e  caijtioned &,LL :.;.b4 ii I;. - .  
U ~ c , ~ . l i  LOU y1. // Pailec: t o  iIeed ..iteca,) . .a rning and . as bevere ly  

. , ,  Ueaten! //'* -suggest ,  ho: eve r ,  t l l a t  r e p o r t e r s  he ld  sorile b i a s .  

;pace given t o  l i s t i s r g  t h e  j u r o r s ,  a t t o r n e y s ,  and Judge acting 
i n  t h e  t r i a l  i s  evideuce o f  tlie same e l i t i s t  o r i e n t a t i o n  found 
anlong convent ional  h i s t o r i a n s .  ; ie~isvor thy e n t r i e s ,  such as 
" ~ d v a r d  Ford i s  i n  t h e  county j a i l  and ~ i i l l  remain t h e r e  u n t i l  ' - t h e  grand ju ry  t a k e s  a c t i o n  on h i s  case  u.s f i r s t  degr95 murder 
wi th  which he i s  charged,  i s   lot a b a i l a b l e  o f fense , "  giviirl; 

- ,  t e c L n i c a l i t i e s  of t,.e charkes ,  c o u r t  ,)roceciures, and f i n a l  d i s -  
. , j o s i t i o n s  a l s o  r e f l e c t  a a m - f o l k  i , a > J r ~ a ~ l ~ .  

B 
. un t h e  ot i ier  i:and, t h e r e  i s  b r a  *8 & t o t s  i~ l fo r l r~ i r t ion  i n  t h e  news- 
, payer r e p o r t s .  exal.rple, sokeyout t h a t  an atmosphere o f  feud- 

i n g  e x i s t e d  between tile k'ords .;il'd t h e  ,,cCoys. T h e  i j o t e n t i a l  f o r  
mob a c t i o n  d i r e c t e d  toward Ford ,  t h e  s l a y e r ,  i s  recognized,  as 
wel l .  The f a c t  t h a t  t h e  s h o o t i ~ g  was a s s o c i a t e d  ;.!it11 a community 

. cork sess ion- -cu t t ing  wood t o  h e l p  a  v idoc  l)repare f o r  winter-- 
which included t r a d i t i o n a l .  f e s t i v i t i e s ,  a l s o  r e c e i v e s  a t t e n t i o n .  
P i n a l l y ,  t h e  l o c a l  importance of tLe de:*ths which touched ljeople 
from i>e23on, ollr and Uloorfiington townships,  [andl  from Brown 
county, ! !  is en;,hisized. I n  one account ,  -,:e read t h a t  " the  d 0 u b l 5 ~  

c b u r i a l  was the l ~ r g e s t  c o u n t r y  f u n e r a l  ever l-ielcl i n  tLis county," 
I 

. I  



i n  another ,  " the  e n t i r e  country  siGe i s  engrossed i n  t h e  t ragedy,  
work has  been p r a c t i c a l l y  s u s p e ~ d e d  and n o t h i ~ g  i s  t a l k e d  about 
bu t  t h e  f a t a l  c l a s h  of t h e  1:cCoys and Ford." 

d o t  everyone around Unionvi l le  today knows of t h e  k i l l i n g .  Nat ives ,  
l i k e  Bo smi th ' s  nephews Ti~..~i.y (age 1 1  ) and b i l l y  Joe  ( 9 )  t loberts ,  
o r  Tom Richards (24)  who has spen t  r~~lost of h i s  time away from the 
t o ~ r n  s ince  lie l e f t  f o r  co l l ege ,  had never heard of it. I n  l i g h t  
of iiichard bwe te r l i t s ch '  s observht ion t l ~ a t  " incloctr inat  i on  i n t o  
l o c a l  legends i s  a gradual  p r o c e s s ;  t h a t '  even by l a t e  y e a r s  i n  
high school ,  t h e  r i~a jo r i t y  . a r e  no t  a c t i v e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  i n  
h i s t o r i c  legend c i r c u l a t i o n , t Z 6  i t  should no t  be s u r p r i s i n g  t h a t  
t h e s e  young boys ve re  no t  acquainted ~ ~ i t l l  t h i s  b i t  of comniunity 
l o r e .  trnother who was unaware before  being aslied of t h e  trageiiy 
was t h e  c l e r k  a t  t h e  Unionvi l le  genera l  s t o r e .  i:e claimed he 
would no t  know much a r e a  h i s t o r y  because he had l i v e d  t h e r e  just 
a few yea r s .  i 'bssibly t h e  i n c i d e n t  i s  no t  one which w i l l  Lave 
long word-of-mouth c i r c u l a f i o n .  

I 

Never theless ,  n a t i v e  a r e a  r e s i d e n t s  over t h e  age of t h i r t y  seem 
t o  have heard a t  l e a s t  a l i t t l e  about t h e  k i l l i n g .  Timmy's and 
B i l l y  J o e t  s f a t h e r ,  i i i l l i am (32), rer~erfibered having heard about 
t h e  i:cCoy murder on Urumrnett Creek. i ~ e  however thought t h e  sher- 
i f f  a t  t h e  tir,ie was some one otll'er than  h i s  g r e a t  uncle J o e l .  
~lonler llicllards (53)  , To1.i'~ f a t h e r  had heard of it too ,  bu t  he 
s a i d  he "was never much' f b r  t h a t  [ loca l  h i s t o r y  1 s t u f f  .I' h r .  and 
1-irs. Richard i ~ a r r i s  ( m i d - t ~ i r t i e ~ s ) ,  daughter and son-in-law of  a 
descendant o f  t h e  i~cCoy l i n e ,  remembered t a l k i n g  about t h e  k i l l -  
i ng  "a few weeks" before  the iu te rv iewer  c a l l e d  on them. They 
had known o f  it f o r  yea r s .  ~1~ they  could sha re ,  regard ing  t h e  
i n c i d e n t  i t s e l f ,  was t h a t  tiley knew it hap:'ened i n  t h e  woods near  
Ijrummett Creek, and t h a t  someone involved had an ax. James and 
~ l m a  Coo,~er ( l a t e  f i f t i e s )  con t r ibu t ed  roughly t h e  same informa- 
t i o n  from t h e i r  memories o f .  childhood t a l k .  Lugene Lincoln (441, 
"born and r a i s ed t t  i n  Unionvi l le ,  now l i v i n g  i n  New Unionvi l le ,  
knew of it too ;  bu t  l ike :  Hichnr-ds, liad no nore s p e c i f i c  informa- 
t i o n  on t h i s  murder t o  . o f f e r .  

tin i u t e r e s t i n g  f i ~ ~ t  was manifested i n  conversa t ions  wi th  i n fo r -  
mants such as t he se .  ,,bile t h e i r  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  t h e  s t o r y  com- 
plex was smal l ,  t hey  vere  a l l  able t o  d i r e c t  tlie r e sea rche r  t o  
one 'or more o t l ~ e r ( s )  i n  t h e  a r e a  vhon; they  knew could give  a 
b e t t e r  account than  tlley. C lea r ly ,  t h e r e  e x i s t e d  a cowmunication 
network through which these  informants had lea rned  t h e  g r a s s  
r o o t s  h i s t o r y .  

The r e f e r r a l s  g iven f a l l  i n t o  two s l i g l ~ t l y  overlapLJing c a t e g o r i e s ;  
people rrho were i3ossibly o ld  enough t o  rernewber t h e  k i l l i n g , u n d  
those  l i v i n g  on Brunrnett Creek. Lf r.lore than a dozen ind iv idua l s  
i n  %Lie combined two groups, a l l  l u ~ e ~ r  of t h e  event ,  r e f e r r e d  t o  
i t  by name before  t h e  in te rv iewer  named it, and volunteered some 



s p e c i f i c  d e t a i l s .  I .  
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. i,03st gave t l l e i r  -1ersoira1 ~ e r s ~ ~ e c t i v e .  Luck ( 7 3 )  and Ployd (6i) 
i.edf i e l d ,  d i r e c t  r e l a t i v e s  of %he; r;!urdered i:~en, t o l d  how tl iey 
remembered t d l i  of t h e  i c i l l i iLg  i n  t i . e i r  f a m i l y .  buck even re -  
cal l .ed s e e i n g  t h e  o l d e r  c h i l d r e n  c r y  as t h e y  r e t ~ l r n e d  hor,:s t p .  

, . l e L r n  t h e  news 'and t h e n  s e e i n g  t l ie  h o r s e  drawn h e a r ~ e .  , ,l$ie 
.,vans (G4) r e c a l l e d  t h a t  t i le  s21ooting l l a p e n e ?  a y e a r ,  bc f  o r e  he r  
 redd ding . . ' +.he s a i d  she  cou ld  rer11er.lber tl.e cor.;nioti~n as  s h e r i f f  
passed  througll  town . . l t h  ~ o r d  i n  h i s  i ;gon. &in eigl?ty-l;~~,.o yoax 
o l d  l a d y ,  i n  1907 l ivecl '  over  f i v e  m i l e s  n o r t h  of lini.onvi:Je, 
s a i d  she  hea rd  of t l ie ~ iu rc le r ,  back t i L e n , .  i n ,  t h e  days b e f o r e  silt 
and h e r  nei,ilbors g o t  n e b r s p q e r s .  ' icl; c ~ o n a l d  (ls,t,e f i f  tit.:;: 
had. t a l k e d  [:bout t h e  i i lc iderl t  t h r e e  o r  f o  y e a r s  .ago i.:ipn : ~ e  an5 
h i s  f ~ m i l y  p i c n i c e d  v i t h  h i s  r,lot;ier i.n a h i l l  n e a r  > ~ i j e r e  t l i e  , 

t r a g e d y  happened. ~ t i s  ' tire6n (75) even j,roLuced n e ~ .  s ~ ~ q ~ c r  c l i - -  .L- 

p i u g s  p r i n t e d  j u s t  ddys a f t e r  t h e  evei i t ,  b u t  Le t o o  renembered 
t h e  cor2nunityr s r e a c t i o n .  I 

i i l lowing f o r  rl]inor v a r i a t i o n , ,  t h e r e  1;. s su r , , r i s iug  co.rif3orriLi4;jr 
b e t w e m  t h e  numerous, iildependeilt r e r i d i t  i o n s  o f  r hat ilap,jeiied : 
i -u reover ,  ti,e coi,.bined p a s ' s  r o o t s  accoun t s  rough ly  i ~ a r a l l e l  t1he 
nevsp.,;3er r c i ~ o r t s .  u ~ l l y  ' tvo s i g n i f  + a n t  d i f f  erenc,es  a r e  obs,?r.iwi. 
L a s i c a l l y ,  tl,@ s t u r y  c o n t a i n s  s i x  d i s t i n g u i s l l a b l e  f n c t o r : : :  b%c:~-  
grodnd i n f  o r w a t i ~ n  on Ford,  h i s  n o t i v a t i o l n  f o r  t h e .  deed ,  %lie 
shootir ig  i t s e l f ,  b r i n g i n g  t h e  murderer  t o  j a i l ,  pre- rial i n f n r -  

7 1 JJ : mation on -Ford, aid t h e  t r i a l  ( s  ) . L i . L I 
-* I x n  * --. 

L . I  C ..I. 4 

s e a r c h e r  was a b l e  t o  ,add a sevel\tii f a c t o r ,  p o s  t - t x i a l ?  de-ire;op-- 
. ments ,  by a s k i n g  i n f  orr.,..nts -,.i;a,t becarile of ,  Ford., Lo.ta o n  tlllir: 

severltli , o i l i t  Tins n o t  f'ound i n  ':,riat. I n  revie-viilg; t l i i  s  rr!ate?i 31 
as' it i s  L , resen ted  h e r e ,  t h e  r e a d e r  sliould keel) Fn,,rnind t i l l%. .  
t l i i s  o r g a n i z a t i o n  .,ias n o t  c r e a t e 6  by ti le f o l k  vhp t e l l  $lie s t ~ r i e s  
of Pord i?.nd i.c(;oys. Tile t r a a i t i o r l a l  o r c , l  h i s t o r y  i s  a relc-Ll.vely 

- un ' s t ruc tu red  C O I . ~ I ) ~ ~ X  of b e l i e f  sl abou t  \::;at ilap,)e~led, and ]illy. i ; 

Tlle nelrs:)apers o f  19d7-19 1 1  , ~ ? ~ i l t l  res ic ic i i t s  o f  i l n i o n v i l l e  t o d i . ~ ,  
seem t o  a g r e e  t i ;a t"~siAieb -dward. ilorci n o t  a ~iklcoriie: r.ie-itcr- c j i  

t h e  old. co~~iriiunity. The r r r i t t e n  r e c o r d  l iolds tl1a-L he live< i n  
i ir l iansas end l l l i n o i s  b e f ~ r e ~ ~ o n i i l g  t o  I n d i a n a ,  and +,!;at h ~ ?  I J G ' J ~ . ~  

t o   onro roe frorAl i;rown County. +s r&lentioned e d . r l i e i b ,  . i,e . vas a l s c  
s u p p s e c l l y  run  b u t  of Zrolrn by . . i l i tc L ~ ~ I  p r e s s u r e ,  : Glv;!.lg a coil- 
t e n l ~ o r a r y  l o c a l  s l ~ e t c l l  of t lLe  i , i l l e r ,  tLe  i . l o o r . i i i . , q t o _ ? . T e l ~ ; ~ ~ ~ , e  

, '  s a y s  : I .  

i.RIly of t h e '  n e i g h b o r s  r e f e r ,  t o  1;ord as .%lie "bad 1 . m  f r o m  ! 

Ja,c!rsoil creel;" ;:nd o t h e r s '  tgea!i of l l i r ~  a s  "Bob i + ' o r & ' s  c o ~ u i ; ~ : "  
t i le  l a t t e r  liane b e i n g  &ivei l  because  it i s  s a i d  t l12~-c  :.I. ~ J T  

t i r ~ e s  Ford . . . has qlair.ied. k i l l  v i t l .  .bob  Ford ,  -tLe b i . i l~ l i t  
who t u r n e d  t r a l t o r  :-11d broug ;  t t i le  s e n s a t i o n a l  c a r e e r  o f  +,LC- 
n o t o r i o  J e s s e e  Jar-les t o '  an end by shoot i l tg  him . f r o n  28 bellind. . , . 

I 



901. t r a d i t i o n  i s  inore s ; ) ec i f i c .  1% m a i n t a i n s  t;,%t r ' c rd  c e s  a 
r i c h  croul,. Tilough felt ~ t o u l d  l e t  tiLeriiselves he cluoted, no one 
f  rorri t h e  two grou,,s of p i  nc i p a l  i n f  orr.1: . n t s  den ied  Il,v-ing heard 
o t h e r s  say  t h a t  Yard u a s  a c o u a t e r f e i t e r .  The o n l y  Ilerson t o  t a l k  
f r e e l y  about  t h i s  s i d e  c f  k'ord - \?as u ~ i t l : .  Thc c o n - i 2 r s a t l ~ n  ~ r i t h  
him v e n t  : 

LL: You Irere s a y i n g  t l i a t  sorzebody up liere [ Lrul..rxtt ~ r e c k ]  
was a c o u n t e r f e i t e r .  

: That ;{as t h e s e  Fords ,  r i g i l t  t l i e re  011 t o p  of' L!!n h i l l ,  r t l i a t  t h a t  un r i ,d~~sr i l  1 alld 01 ' ~.er.,i;sy L a n o t l ~ e r  3'ord-l . They 
nzde it o u l  oft hlocl; ti,.. 

CL:  They nnde a l e  1?113,t, IIOTJ? 

i;L: i , a l f -?-dol la rs  , tiley never  ~~iacle notiij.11' b u t  a half-a- 
d o l l ~ ~ r .  You coulc tn ' t  t e l l  ~ I L I  from u r e d  h a l f - a - d o l l z r .  
They'd t ake  e n '  rilake unl th rough  tLe  r i n < e r  ti.!.:?. 1.cjbody 
fmowec' vl lerever  t Ley r.,ade urn e!: arlytil ing, an ' t l i e y  ne-ver 
d i d  ge-b caugh t .  2 9 

. eoy le  r e r ~ e r ~ ~ b e r  t1iA.t t iAis  a u d  o t l ie r  i l l e g a l  a c t i v i t i e s  iA1acie 20rd  
~ f e a l t l l y .  111 mc~dern o r a l  t r a d i t i o u ,  lie \.e.s u s t r a c i z e d  by tl ie o l d  
coninuni-Ly because  he T ~ S  ;n cu- t lav ,  , , r o f i t i i l g  i i h i l e  h i s  h o l ~ e s t  
n e i g h b c r s  endured ,>overty,  n o t  because  lie i.lovxl - l o  tl.e a r e a  froril 
o t h e r  p z r t s .  This  i s  a s i g n i f i c a n t  difPere11ce in -;he f o l k  v e r s i o n .  

The ,ooisoning o i  i Jord '  s  h o r s e s  i s  always c i t e d  i n  % l ~ c  imrc cor~jplete  
i n d i v i d u a l  n c c o u ~ l t s  of  t h e  s h o o t i ~ i g .  ii n e ~ d ~ s ~ i a l ) ~  : rcpor-k 1~ '~s  it 
t h a t  Pord blamed tl ie youllger i.cCoy, Pranl;, ?or  t l ie y)ism.ing be- 
cause  r 'crd  t!:uagL'i lle t r a c e d  IT] t lie b2.Lieved \:ere tLc c u l -  
i ) r i t f  5 f o o t g r i r i t s  t o  Pri  nii' s f a r ~ l .  38 l idiotes - ret;arG-irig i: l f e2 l -  
i n g s  be twce~ l  Pord aid t;,e i,c(;oys over  t: oior-tgage - L r r ; l s e c t i o ~ ?  
a l s o  & i ) i ~ c ~ . r  i n  a e : ~ s p a , ~ e r s ,  w i  t l l  t i le i r l ly+ ica t ion  t i l a  t f h i s  lAiigllt 
have been $115 r e a l  c a u s e  o f  t;,e c l a s h .  I os4, !)2'3;119 i n t e r v i e w e d  
a t t r i b i l i e  tll. shootir lg  t o  Fo rd '  s d e v i a n t  c 1 , e r c c t e ~ .  ini 'or i~lenis  
mention po i s o r ? i n g  u s  t i le o l l iy  a , , , ) a ren t  ,r1lot,iv.. t S . 0 2  L>ellFud 3l.e 
murder. Tiley .:.dti t:l:;.t t h e  ~ c l ' o y s  ] .ere n o t  r e s .  o l l s i l ~ l e  T o r  t h e  
j ~ o i s o n i ~ r g .  ,ol1ie b i r . 1 ~ ~ 1 ~  say t h a t  t i le I)(. isorl ing ::as e f  i n-Lion 9 o r  
t h a t  o t L e r s  v e i  e i i ~ v o l ~ e ( : .  i iore  , c o r . i i ~ l i c a t e ~ -  ~ : ; p i ~ i l a  Lions ho id  
t L a t  ' t i l e  ~ I O Y S C S  d i e d  f r o ~ . i  accicLe~,t,illjr ~ ~ L i u e  S O T ~ ~ ~ I L ! : ~  ~ > U I . ~ J ;  frorii 
e a t i n g  : )uisoned c o r n ,  l e f t  cts b a i t  bJ- tLc i.cl;oys ::nd. s t d e n  fronr 
t l i e i r  farm by i1'0rd; o r  f ror.1 , c c i d e i i t , ~ l l y  e a t i n g  puisoned corn  

' 1 l e f t  L;, Pard n s  b a i t  Tor o t l l e r s .  Lucii n . ~ d i ' i e l d  L . L ~ C ~  eill,,i~atic- 
a l l y ,  "he F o r d  ) 1 ; i l l c . C  two i..noceiit r~lcn. " ~%c?~y~errieut SU.T;~S 

ui> t h e  g r n s s  r u o i s  11oilkt  of v i e x .  

un ly  P o r d f s  Lon- l i i tncssed .  \iii;)t toolc p lace . .  irel:-,apers sn? o r a l  
trL d i t i o n  a c l ~ n u ~ i l e d g e  t i l i s ,  b u t  t h e i r  testi l . iony a ; ) . ~ ~ i r e n t l y  d i d  
n o t  count  f o r  much r:i tll t h e  s u t i ~ o r i t i e s .  $or t d e  i ~ l k ,  5119 b ~ y s '  



,)rtlst?ilce a t  t ide  c ~ i i - i e  a; . r ~ r e n t l y  means t i i a t  %;..ere 1iel.e 22 1 . i t n e s s e s .  
An exce r ,> t   fro^,; i . .u i r l t c r v i e s  w i t l ~  1 rs .  r~VdnS i l l u s t r a t e s  tAiis p o i n t .  

iL: . e r e  tLe1.e any e i t n e s s e s ?  

GL:  iiobocijr t i l e l e  t o  s e e  i t ?  

32 
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-A: l , ~ t : ~ i i l , v ,  oilly t l i i s  ~ ' ~ r d '  s boy, a '  c o u r s e ,  T r r s  ~ ~ i t l l  llira. 

Coiisecluently , i l l f  6r1.1ants r e f  r i a i n  f ror,i coi.~r.~elitirlg oil e x a c t l y  holi 
t h e  f i g l i t  i~roceei ied .  Tiley a r e  c e r t - i l l ,  i ro~ ieve r ,  t l l a t  tiLe ~.ci ;oys 
were n o t  t i ie  i l l s t l g a t o r s .  , o s t  ,:oilit o ~ t  t l L n t  t h e  iicCoys hr?d 
on ly  gon~e t o  irel,, n :;iclo~: 1 ; ~ y  u;) I ~ O O G ,  2 c~i . l r .~uuity t r a d i t i o n ,  a. 
norm. f e i>  gave f a c t s  t o  su ; j , ) \ . r t  t h e  n o t i o n  of 2 o r d ' s  e v i $  iri- 
t e n t  2nd g u i l t .  $or i n s t n n c e ,  Ployd iLedfie:d mentioned t h a t  t h e  
Pords had c u t  o-,eniiigs i n  tl:e b r u s h  k l r o ~ l ; d  t i le  ~~c(;c;ys'farr.~stencZs 
througll  r l i~ici i  t o  shuo t  t i t  t i ie , .cCoys . .IS nriotiier exar,l;)le, uuck 
iietifielcl c l a r i f  iec: a ileIisi~,l.~er s t o r y  lie rei..ecibered. i ;ccor&ing 
t o  t L A e  < . r t i c l e ,  -Jave ~ .cc ;oy ,  t h e  f i r s t  r e l a t i v e  o f  t h e  I cC';oysl t o  
a r r i v e  a t  tLe  sceile i t f t e y  tlLe i i i l l i i l g ,  sczrccl l ro rd  e:;ay; fror,, a  
d i s t a n c e  it looked l i k e  a v e  w a s  c a r r y i n g  u shotgun.  ~ ~ c c o r d i n g  
t o  b u c k ,  hovever ,  ~ a ~ e  \ J ~ S  on ly  c a r r j ~ i i ~ g  en ax. 

Lne uf t i le  more i n t e r e s t i n g  G i f f e r e n c e s  b e t ~ r e e n  t i le  f o l k  and t i le 
p r i n t e d  a c c o ~ l n t s  d e a l s  q , i i t ; L  i lo~r liord vas brol ; t ; l~t  t o  j a i l .   ere 
o r a l  s o u r c e s  d i r e c t l y  c o n t r a d i c t  t l le  v r i t t e n .  There i s  agreement 
t h a t  t h e  k i l l e r  turried ; L i ~ , l s e l f  i l l .  The ue:. slj=t;)er r e p r t  i s  i i i a t  
Pord -c.ient t o  iYeeditlore i n  13rojrrl CoL ld t y  t o  s u r r e n d e r .  T h i s  f a c t  

, 

i s  echoed by riiost i ,eo2>ie i n  U'rlioilville todd,y. L. w r i t t e n  source  
goes on t o  say: 

E'ord's cxi>la,rlation o f  t l i i s  i s  t lL,z t  he ~ ~ a n t e t l  LG LO t o  i l ldi- 

n n a p o ~ i s  t o  & i v e  Ilir.lst.lf u-; i l l s t e a d  of L1ocji~i;~gioii  G S  he 
tllouglit t!ie u i l e r i f f  l / i ! J ~  r~-l;&til(: -LO Xie raen iLc had s h o t .  Ylle 
 lier riff i s  r e l ; , t e d  by r,la,rriage t o  dave i,cCoy b u t  no-t t o  e i t h e r  
of t h e  dead r,len. 
do rd  gzve iliiL:self uy r e a d i l y  aid even,  Le s ays ,  tLanlred t h e  i 

Cororler f o r  making t i le  a r r e s t .  I ' i ~ r u ~ g h  h i s  ~ ~ i x ~ c l  t h e  f e a r s  
of mob law r, n ,  iie t l i ~ ~ e l l t  o f  t i  e scene  :;e i lcd i e f  t b,. cl; on 
t h e  h i l l r . i d e ,  ailci \ i a s  a f r a i d  t l l s t  t h e  f r i c i l d s  cjf t i le  ~.cCoys 4 

~ . ~ i g i ~ t  at ter , , , ) t  t o  t a k e  h i !  from t i l e  o f f i c e r s  . Lorciner - r a t h e r  
tol6-  Iiir,! ile ~ i o ~ c l d  be yotectecl  rid :_t 2 o ' c l o c k  lle ;?:is t s k e n  
i n  cllarre, by ,,i,eriff l L a t l i f f  alLd brougilt  t o  ti.& c i t y  [bl-oolli- 
i n t o n l .  92 

1x1 t h e  rli i i icls  of g r a s s  r o u t s  s o u r c e s  , i s r t i c u l a r l y  t h o s e  descended 
f ror,~ t h e  s l l e r i f  f ' s  ir:-1.iedia'ce i',i.i..ily, t i le s l i e r i f  f was re l a t ec?  t o  
t h e  dea& r.,en. The e l l t i r e  s t o r y  o f  iiov i b a . t l i f f  nnd a depu-t ized 
b r o t h e r  hei l t  a f t e r  2ord  i s  e x c i t i n g .  l e t  +;he ; m i n t  l o r  u s  t o  c o t e  



fr01,i~ it i s  t h a t  t iLe  o r a l  t rL .d i t io l l  ir.l;~lies k'ord' s  f e a r  of t h e  
s l i e r i f  f was i , .e l l  founclecl, ~ .~ r i e  lady spys, "he [ t h e  s l i e r i f f  1 
stoy:,ec! t o  wa te r  h i s  11c;rses o u t  he re  t o  t i l e  branch. I-e wanted 
t o  g i ve  t h i s  man rh'ord 1 a  chance t o  g i t  o u t ,  you ,.no\, , and g i t  
away. i.un, so he could  shoot  liill him. ,do t hey  v o u l d n ' t  
have no expense w i th  t h e  t r i a l . .  . Luclr ~ ~ e d f i e l d  d i d  n o t  knov 
how t r u e  it TVBS, b u t  he had liefird i t  s a i d  t h a t  t h e  s l i e r i f f  l e f t  
Pord unhandcuffed t o  encourage an  escape.  Though E'ord riay have 
been considered an  o u t s i d e r ,  lle ap; larently h e w ,  b e t t e r  t han  
t h e  news r e p o r t e r s ,  where lie s tood i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  community's 
l e g a l  code. 

, h i l e  he awaited t h e  outcorile of t h r e e  t r i a l s ,  t h e ,  k i l l e r  a t t r a c t e d  
l i t t l e  a t t e n t i o n .  t h e  l a s t  -6 . i a l ,  a nei spaper  p i ece  mentions 
"iTord aild h i s  fo11;ily . . . re: , ide i n  t h e  n o r t h  p a r t  of toyn  and 
Pord ilas a  p l ace  a t  t lLe  tdho~ie r s  [ f u r n i t u r e  ] f a c t o r y .  l ~ e  ha s  been 
working a t  t i le f a c t o r y  s i n c e  I i is  r e l e a s e  frola j341 a f t e r  t he ,  f i r s t  
t r i a l  L L ~ C  lias proved llirnself a s t e ady  vork.  lan." i e o i ~ l e  i n  , 
Ur i ionv i l l e . s a id  t h e y  t toag l l t  he s t ayed  i n  j a i l ,  bu t  s a i d  s o  with- 
o u t  t h e  c e r t a i n t y  tl iey dei-lonstynted on ot i ie r  i jo in ts  . This  d i f f e r -  
ence i n  views i s  cons ide red  i u s i g m i f i c a n t  by t h i s  r e s e a r c h e r  be- 
cause o f  t h e  o f  a t t e n t i o n  pa id  t o  i t  by a l l  sources,. 

,lee have already; ' seen t h a t  Pord j:as founL n o t  g u i l t y .  The c o u r t  
r u l e d  t h a t  t h e  shoo t i ng  w-s  done i n  s e l f -de f ense .  ~ ) n e  r ead s  i n  
t h e  ,papers  how " s e v e r a l  w i tne s se s  i11 t h e  case  hcve d i e d  rind 
o t h e r s  have moved :.\iay, so t:ie a t t o r n e y s  u ~ ~ b o t l i  s i d e s  a r e  having 
c o ~ l s i d e r a b l e  t r o u b l e  c i t h  t h e i r  ev idence , "  and "new evidence 
was brouglh  t o  $+gltt t i& morning [ January  13 ,  19.1 11 arid was i n  
f  :lvor of  k'ord. " Thus t h e  ; j roccedings v e n t ,  u n t i l  , t h e  v e r d i c t  
was reached.  ~ r a l  t r a d i t i o n  a.cirnovledges t h e  outcome, buk n o t  
t h e  j u s t i c e  ;~ellirid it. Genera l ly ,  it i s  f e l t  t h a t  people "just 
wore o u t  a t "  t h e  t r i a l  procedure ,  an op in ion  ~ ~ i ~ i c l l  roughly  coin-  
c i d e s  w i th  ti,e media r e $ o r t .  ;lore s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  it i s  beJ ieved 
t l l s t  "maybe" payrilents Irere made t o  t h e  judge. i t l l e r s  irnylied 
t h a t  t h e  ex ,~ens ive ,  I n d i a n a p o l i s  lawyers lie h i r e d  gave Ford  an 
u n f a i r  advantage ,  : ~ a r t i c u l a r l y  uheu t h e  case l i ~ l g e r e d .  To an 
e:ctent, tL'ese i r , l p r e s s i ~ n s  can be suppor ted  by nex spaper  r e p o r t s  
of a t t fanous  Inci isnapol is  crir.iina1 l a v y ? ~  [Ford  brought]  i n t o  t h e  
case t '  and t t d r a r ,~a t i c  words t o  t h e  j u ry . "  The most irnpor.tant 
t h i n g  f o r  us  t o  n o t e ,  ilowever, is t h a t ,  f o r  t h e  people around 
iJr i ionvil le  , .i?ordf s innocence was never  i l r o v e ~ ~ .  

1;'f$er t h e  f i n a l  t r i a l ,  Yorcl i s  3gi)drted t.o Lave s a i d ,  " ' ~ 1 1  I 
want rlow i s  t o  be l e f t  a lone .  "' >.hetl ier  he goit h i s  wish o r  
n o t  i s  ai iparei l t ly i r r e l e v a n t .  rle d rops  o u t  o f  tile news a t  this  
p o i n t .  Inforctants  say  he 1~e11-t n o r t h  and was k i l l e d  i n  ano ther  
q u a r r e l ,  became a  preacl ler  i n  I nd i i  n a p o l i s ,  o r  r e t u r n e d  a f t e r  
a ~ r l l i l e  t o  d i e  a slolv deat l l  i n  a Colur b u s ,  I nd i ana  ,ho,syi i tal .  
Tlie on ly  poii i t  of gene ra l  ngreelLLellt i n  o r a l  t r a d i t i o n  i s  t h a t  he 
ven t  n o r t h ,  l e a v i n g  t h e  Unionv i l l e  a r e a . ,  I t  seems c e r t a i n  t h a t  he 
never  r e t u rned  t o  t l l i  s coinrilunity . 



',he q u e s t i o n  of llow t h i s  l i i l l i n g  f i t s  i n t o  g r a s s  r o u t s  h i s t o r y  
remains.  Tile f b c t  t h a t ,  tliougiL n o t  recorded i n  histor;?  bool,s, 
it e x i s t s  i l l  t l k  tierilories of l o c n l  r e s i d e i l t s  a c r o s s  a span ~f 
over f i f t y  y e a r s  i s  s i b i i i f i c a i l t .  AC:- a  f a c t ,  Ilol:ever, becoraLes 
ai,,)arent through resciircll .  I t  i s  iiot c o ~ ~ s c i ~ u s l y  recognisecl by 
tlie f o l k  t o  14hor;l t . . e  o r a l  t r i t d i t i o n  beloiigs.  w e  could  hypothe- 
s i z e  t h a t  t h e  ii~erllory ,f t L e  even t  p r s i s t s  because it touched a 
g r e a t e r  nLtii.ber o f  l i v e s  tlian o t h e r  evei l ts  iil ti,e coi.,l,runity ' s p a s t .  
P e t  ~ ~ o u l d  t h i s  r e e l l y  be ti le ca.se? Lllurch r eun ions ,  l o c a l  e l e c -  
t i o n s ;  t h e  advent  of - ,ublic u t i l i t i e s ,  arid t h e  removal oi' t l ~ e  hew 
U n i o n v ~ l l e  r a i l r o a d  s t a t i o n  probably  touched r~lore. 

r e o p l e  secrd t o  rer.ier,iber t h e  ibrd--l.cCoy i i i l l i l i g  t i l roug t  assoc-  
i a t i o n s  tLey make ~ i i t l :  i t .  Because it ha.;) ~enecl i n  connec t ion  
w i th  a t r z d i t i o n a l  col.ii.,u~~ity .-wood c!iol);~iily, it seems t o  s tnnd  o u t  
as pert of .. bygone, eolil.cn .Lge c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by g r e a t e r  cooper- 
a t i o n  between good n e i k i ~ b o r s .  t.lcler r e s i d e n t s ,  l i k e  duck Z e d f i e l d  
and GO ' s o l d e r  brot l ie r  Tllor~as ,,r.,itll (73)  , rer,.enber t h e  a c t i v i t y  
a s  a r e g u l a r  p a r t  of t h e i r  A m s t  l i v e s .  Younger ohes ,  l i k e  t h e  
L a r r i s e s  and ~ i n c o l n ,  know on ly  t h a t  t h e  r~cCoys were f o l l o v i n g  an 
o l d  l o c a l  norm of ilel:jillg a  v i d u ~ e d  neigLbor.  Also ,  s e v e r a l  in -  
formants  both o l d  ;,nil young l i n k e d  t h i s  shootif ig,  as ho m i t h  had, 
40 o t h e r  v i o l e n t  c r i r . ~e s  ~ r h i c h  occurred  il l  t h e  d i s t a n t  p a s t  i s  
j ~ a r t  o f  tLe kolden ;],gee Pour i n f o r r ~ ~ a n t s  sugges ted  t h a t  t h e  COX 
f ami ly  s l a y i n g  v n s  an exa.riiple of a s i r i . i la r  crime t h a t  should  be 
s t u d i e d .  Three in fo r r i an t s  urged t lAe  resea rc l l e r  t o  look  ' i n t o  an  
o&d Lro~ jn  County i!iurder. 

Yet t h e  e r a  bf v i o l e n c e  i s  ilot n e c e s s a r i l y  i ~ e r c e i v e d  a s  bad. The 
v i o l e n c e  d i r . e c t ed  towarc' t h o s e  r~hose  a c t i v i t i e s  l a y  o u t s i d e  ac- 

PS c e p t a b l e  coriimunity s t anda rds .  iiumerous r e s i d e n t s  l ihlred t h e  
Ford-1-cCoy i r l c ideu t  t o  a change i n  tLe method of l o c a l  law en- 
fdrceii1erl-t. 3ive  o u t  o f  ti10 seven who .r e r e  o l d  elrcugll to r e c a l l  
t h e  t r a n s i t i o n  from one pe r iod  t o  t h e  nex t  talked about  hou t h i s  
i l l c  ide l i t  co iucidcci v i t l ,  tile. d e c l i n e  u f  x l t i t e  capij i l~g.  Lne nian 
sa id  b l u n t l y  t h a t  t i le r ,~urder lla,~pened a t  "tlie c l o s e  o f  t h e  r:hite 
crti)s" t ime .  A l ady  ex+,lai i led tLc  event  vns  "unusua l , "  n o t  be- 
cause  f iurders  ::ere r a r e ,  b u t  because this olle "ri~ede 'em [area 
res i l l e l i t s  ]rAiad. i t ' s  a ~rolider t l ley :tacln7t ~ ~ e i l t  do i~n  t L e r e  an '  
took ' i m  cjuta t1.e j a i l  an '  :lung i r i i .  ~ a c k  tl,erLl days ,  you imo l i ,  
you t a k e  b;\.clc f i f t y  y e a r  ago, i.11' I ) e o L ~ l e  done sor,letliing mean, . 
t h ey  d i d n f  t w.it f o r  t h e  lav: h i t e  c a p  g o t '  ' ecrii." ~ l e r e ,  it ' 

seerds, i s  grass r o o t s  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  tLe l o s s  o f .  i i i r e c ' t ,  i n f b r n a l ,  
comnunity l e g a l  a u t h o r i t y .  Tlie i n p ~ r t i ~ n c e  of f o'll;  la^:' d i n ~ i s h e s  
i n  t h e  t r a n s i t i o i i  f r o m  t h i s  nclgllborhooci' s golden age.  

..e s e e  cor~1lli~ron . ~ e o ; ~ l e  n o t i n g  a change i n  t h e  2ocirtl s t r u c t u r e  
~l l l ic l l  s h a i ~ e s  t h e i r  l i v e s .  T!:e o v e r a l l  i r ~ p r e s s i o n  'is t h a t  t h e  
~ l l i o n v i l l e  fu l l ;  hi s t o r y  does '  r n r k  sorile s o r t  of i ler iou Bndiilg 
a r o ~ n c !  1913. I t  i s  n o t  a s  d i s t i n c t i v e  as sonie of %lie t u r n i n g  
p o i n t s  in e l i t e  l l i s t o r y ,  bu t  it belongs  t o  t h i s  t r a d i k i o n  i n  a 



f a r  more p i o n a n t  vay t han  t iLos6 d e s c r i ~ ) e d  by h i s t o r i a n s  such a s  
_ , I  Larilllardt and ~arrilony. A,ef o r e  t h i s  ' t rw i l s i t i cn  d n t ,  f a c ~ i l i e s  

s e t t h e d  g r ievances  i n  oi)en csnf  r o n t a t i o n ,  ne ighbors  ilel,jed worthy 
f r i e n d s ,  groups of c i t i z e n s ,  bo th  pub l i c  mobs ~ n d  p r i v a t e  v i g i l -  
a n t e s ,  r~ la in ta ined c o ~ r l ~ ~ ~ u n i t y  st~.llclards, aild an o u t s i d e r ,  r i c h  from 
i l l e g a l  a c t s ,  va s  g iven no advantages-.   if t e rward ,  rhoney and ~ o v -  
ernment l a w  could  i n t e r v e n e ,  a s  t h i s  s y n t h e s i s  of o r a l  t r a d i t i o n s  
about  t h e  i'cjrd-,,cCoy l i i l l i r l g  i l l u s t r i , . t e s .  

I t  car1 be collcluded t i L a t  t i le folJc .do indeed d i v i d e  t h e i r  p a s t  i n t o  
; ) e r iods ,  a l b e i t  t h e i r  own. ~ h e ~ d i f f e r e u c e  between t h e  g r a s s  r o o t s  
r e c o r d  \nG. ti:e e l i t e  i s  e s s e n t i a l l y  one c f  pe r s , , e c t i ve .  s ee  
t h a t  an everit wllicll exe~ . ,~ , l i f  i e s  a  c l ~ ~ n g e .  ii l  l o c a l  o rder  stsncts 
o u t  f o r  Unionv i l l e  r e s i d e n t s  beyond t h e  pe r i od  o f   e eve ridge and 
t h e  irogressives, ."  Iretween o l d  ne~rspa,+r accounts  and raodern 
o r a l  r e g o r t s ,  d i f f e r e n c e s  t e l l  u s  nore  about  tLe b i a s  of t h e  in-  
d i v i d u a l  sources  t h a n  abgut  t h e  o b j e c t i v e  t r u t h  of what took  
p l ace  l be%ween : t l~e  l+'orGs :,I,(; t lLe  i,c(Joys. i t h e r  f o l k  h i s t o r i e s ,  ' -because  - of d i f f e r e ~ l c  .s i n  p e r s p e c t i v e ,  i.:igi-t n o t  rialie t h e  same 

, g r a s s  noo t s  d e l i n e a t i o n  drawn by t l i i s  cor.:t,;uhity. Tlie ora.1 t r a d -  
' i t i o u s  o f  Pordl s descendauts  a r e  n o t  r epresen ted .  l iere s i n c e  t h e s e  
i n d i v i d u a l s  a r e  no l onge r  a  i1ar-t of t h e  Un ionv i l l e  a r e a .  Yet 
t h e i r  account  o f  h i s t o r y  i s  as v i t a l  t o  our  understo.nding o f '  t h e  
p a s t  a s  t h a t  g iven  by Unionv i l l e  r e s i d e n t s ,  o r  by s c ~ ~ o l a r s .  I n  
t h e  s tudy  of a  foli: h i s t o r y ,  l i i s t o r i a n s ,  f o l k l o r i s t s  and o t h e r  
i n v e s t i j i a t o r s  need t o  be w;are of C;.e. p e r s p e c t i v e  h-eld by i n d i -  
genous :co~L~r~tunity 'merhbers , and should s t r i v e  t o  i nc lude  , t he  f o l k  
view i n  i ~ ~ t e r i : r e t a t i o n s  o f  tile p a s t .  I 
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