
One s i d e  of t h i s  r eco rd  i s  a s e r i e s  of o r i g i n a l  poems (which he  
c a l l s  t l t e l l i n g s l l )  and songs about t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between man- 
k ind  and t h e  s e a l  people ,  which seem t o  be very l o o s e l y  based on 
Hebridean t r a d i t i o n .  These and two of h i s  songs on t h e  second 
s i d e ,  ItDillon BayT1 and "The Brandy Tree ,"  a r e  t h e  most e f f e c t i v e  
p a r t s  of t h e  r eco rd .  Like many f o l k  r e v i v a l  performers he i s  n o t  
a t  h i s  b e s t  wi th  foreign-language songs--I f e e l  he  would have done 
b e t t e r  t o  avoid Yaqui Ind ian  and Mongolian numbers. Bok f a n s  w i l l  
be very p leased  by t h i s  r eco rd ,  b u t  I f e e l  t h a t  h i s  f i r s t  Verve- 
Folkways album o r  h i s  two e a r l i e r  r eco rds  on Folk-Legacy would be 
a b e t t e r  i n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  h i s  music. On most of  t h e  t r a c k s  he i s  
joined by Ann Mayo Muir, who i s  an e x c e p t i o n a l l y  f i n e  harmony 
s i n g e r .  

The reason f o r  t h e  high q u a l i t y  of  t h e s e  r eco rds  i s  probably t h e  
a t t i t u d e  of t h e  s i n g e r s  and t h e  producers  towards t h e i r  music. 
Sandy Pa ton ' s  i d e a l  s i t u a t i o n  f o r  performance has  always been a 
group of f r i e n d s  s i t t i n g  around making music and he has  been 
i n c r e d i b l y  s u c c e s s f u l  i n  g e t t i n g  t h i s  a c r o s s  ori h i s  f o l k  r e v i v a l  
record ings .  The t h r e e  sp l end id  albums by The Golden Ring (Folk- 
Legacy) are t h e  epitome of t h i s  approach,  bu t  it i s  ev iden t  on 
t h e s e  nore  r e c e n t  r e l e a s e s .  The s i n g e r s  and musicians have o f t e n  
known each o t h e r  f o r  yea r s  and they  a r e  used t o  p lay ing  t o g e t h e r  
both in formal ly  and a t  f e s t i v a l s .  One of t h e  "Folk Legacettestq 
commented t o  me r e c e n t l y ,  "You never  know who i s  l i k e l y  t o  show 
up a t  one of t h e  Pa tonsy  r eco rd ing  sess ions . I '  This  sense  of 
spon tane i ty  and cornuni ty  i s  what makes t h e s e  performances s o  
a t t r a c t i v e .  

Keep Your Lamp Trimmed and Burning. Fred McDowell, and o t h e r s .  -- - 
1 0  s e l e c t i o n s ,  i n s t rumen ta l  and vdca l ,  s t e r e o .  
Arhool ie  1 0 6 8 .  Arhool ie  Records,-Box 9 1 9 5 ,  Berkeley,  Ca., 9 4 7 0 9 ,  
1973. $5 .98 .  

Reviewed by Lawrence McCullough 

This  album was assembled from t h e  l a r g e  s tock  of  record ings  
McDowell made f o r  Arhool ie  from 1964 t o  1 9 6 9  and p r e s e n t s  a  
well-balanced and i n t e r e s t i n g  p o r t r a i t  o f  McDowellts a r t i s t r y  as 
r evea l ed  i n  a v a r i e t y  of  performance con tex t s .  Three s e l e c t i o n s  
a r e  from Arhool ie  producer  Chr i s  S t r a c h w i t z ' s  f i r s t  meeting wi th  
t h e  bluesman i n  1 9 6 4  a t  h i s  home i n  Como, Miss. , two are from a 
performance a t  t h e  1965 Berkeley Folk F e s t i v a l ,  two o t h e r s  were 
recorded a t  McDowellts home i n  t h e  company of h i s  w i f e  and 
s e v e r a l  f r i e n d s ,  and t h e  r e s t  a r e  t aken  from s t u d i o  s e s s i o n s .  

Although t h e  emphasis o f  t h i s  i n  memoriam album i s  on sac red  



numbers, McDowellls s e c u l a r  r e p e r t o i r e  i s  w e l l  r e p r e s e n t e d  by 
performances o f  "Good Morning L i t t l e  School  G i r l " ,  "Levee Camp 
Blues",  "1 3 e a r d  Somebody C a l l i n g v ,  and " L i t t l e  G i r l ,  L i t t l e  
G i r l " .  The s a c r e d  s e l e c t i o n s  are r ende red  w i t h  t h e  c h a r a c t e r i s -  
t i c  i n t e n s i t y  and dep th  o f  emotion t h a t  made McDowell such  a 
compell ing and memorable a r t i s t .  H i s  v e r s i o n  of "Amazing Gracen, 
i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  i s  one which won ' t  be hea rd  on you r  l o c a l  AM 
r a d i o  s t a t i o n .  

S i x  o f  t h e  album's t e n  c u t s  a r e  s o l o s  by McDowell. On "Levee 
Camp Bluest9 h e  i s  j3ined by harmonica p l a y e r  Johnny Woods, and on 
rlDig My Grave With A S i l v e r  Spaden Mike Russo ( g u i t a r )  and John 
Kzhn ( ' 2z . s~)  p rov ide  a s o l i d  and unob t ru s ive  backup. H i s  wife 
and o t n e r  members of  t h e  Hun te r ' s  Chapel S i n g e r s  assist  him on 
two s p i r i t u . a l s ,  adding i n c r e a s e d  f e r v o r  t o  t h e  performance.  

There i s  enough documentat ion t o  s a t i s f y  a l l  b u t  t h e  most i n s a -  
t i a b l e  s c h o l a ~ ?  a s  t h e  who, what ,  where, a n 3  when o f  t h e  re- 
cord ings  a r e  g lven  i n  f u l l .  The n o t e s  c o n s i s t  o f  p e r s o n a l  
r emin i scences  by Chr is .  S t r a c h w i t z  on McDowellfs c a r e e r  as a re- 
d i s cove red  coun t ry  bluesman and p rov ide  y e t  a n o t h e r  p e r s p e c t i v e  
o f  F ~ c d  I.?cDowell and h i s  music. 

A l l  t h i n ~ s  cons ide r ed ,  -- Keep Your Lamp Trimmed and Burning i s  an 
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e x c e l l e n t  album by which t o  remember ( o r  become a c q u a i n t e d  w i t h )  
t h e  Late M i s s i s s i p ~ i  Fred McDowell. 

Country Negro --- Jam Ses s ion .  Butch Cage, Willie B.  Thomas, Rober t  
P e t e  W i L l j . a m s  and Others .  
1 4  s e l e c t i o n s ,  voca l  and i n s t r u m e n t a l ,  stereo. 
~ r h o o l i e  2 0 1 8 ,  Arhoo l ie  Records,  Box 9 1 9 5 ,  Berke ley ,  California 
9 4 7 0 9 ,  1 9 7 3 .  $5.98. 

Reviewed by P a t t y  H a l l  

Country Negro -- Jam - S e s s i o n ,  as t h e  l i n e r  n o t e s  i n d i c a t e ,  r e p r e -  
s e n t s  t h e  h i g h  p o i n t  o f  j a m  s e s s i o n s  h e l d  i n  s e v e r a l  c o u n t r y  
s e c t i o n s  of  Lou i s i ana .  These s e s s i o n s  t ook  p l a c e  i n  homes, a t  
t h e  Angola S t a t e  P e n i t e n t i a r y ,  and a t  t h e  S t a t e  Mental H o s p i t a l  
i n  Jackson ,  L a .  

The r e c o r d i n g s ,  done on p r t a b l e  equipment by D r .  Harry  O s t e r ,  are 
of  e x c e l l e n t  q u a l i t y .  Many o f  t h e  c u t s  i n c l u d e  c o n v e r s a t i o n s  
and comments which s e r v e  as impor t an t  p r e l u d e s  and p o s t s c r i p t s  
t o  t h e  music i t s e l f .  Butch Cage's  f i d d l e  s t y l e  i s  t u rn -o f - t he -  
c en tu ry  f i d d l i n g ,  and W i l l i e  Thomas's g u i t a r ,  kazoo and v o c a l s  
combine w i t h  t h e  f i d d l i n g  t o  c r e a t e  e x c e l l e n t  and v a r i e d  numbers, 




