
SIXTIETH ANNUAL MEETING OF THE AMERICAN 
FOLKLORE SOCIETY 

THE SIXTIETH ANNUAL meeting of the American Folklore Society was held at the 
University of Toronto and the Royal Ontario Museum of Archaeology, Toronto, 
Canada, on December 28-30, 1948. Meetings were held in conjunction with the 
American Anthropological Association. The President, Erminie W. Voegelin, pre- 
sided. 

The following papers were presented: Frank Goodwyn, "Techniques of Collecting 
Urban Folklor with the Wire Recorder"; J. Mason Brewer, "Folklore as a Tool in 
Inter- and Intracultural Education"; Ruth Moore, "Folklore of Radio"; Mubeccel 
Belik, "Folklore in Modern Turkey"; E. M. Loeb, "The Kuanjama Ambo Culture 
Hero"; MacEdward Leach, "The Sword of Chastity"; Russell K. Alspach, "The 
Sources in Folklore of Yeats' The Grey Rock"; Werner Wolff, "Easter Island Glyphs 
and Statues"; Tristram Coffin, "The Braes of Yarrow"; Wayland D. Hand, "Songs 
of the Butte Miners"; Margaret Astrov, "The Concept of Motion as the Psycho- 
logical Leitmotif of Navaho Life and Literature"; Gertrude Kurath, "Yaqui Deer 
and Pascola Rattles"; Horace Beck, "Some Thoughts on Pirates"; Hiroko Ikeda, 
"Present Status of Folklore Studies in Japan"; Richard M. Dorson, "The Great Team 
of English Folklorists." Erminie W. Voegelin presented the Presidential Address: 
"Folklore and Unwritten Literature." 

At the business meeting officers for the year 1949 were elected. (These are printed 
in full on Cover II of the Journal.) 

At the meeting of the Council the following reports were read and approved: 

Secretary's Report 

The Secretary reports the membership of the Society as follows: 

1948 1947 1946 
Honorary Members 6 7 6 
Life Members io 8 8 
Old Members 846 760 648 
New Members 125 141 154 

Total Active Members 981 909 8io 

During the year 55 members were removed from the rolls because of non-payment of 
dues, resignations, or death; 42 were dropped in 1947, 64 in 1946. 

The Society was represented by its Secretary at the Conference of Secretaries, 
American Council of Learned Societies at Rye, N. Y., on January 28-29 and by its 
Delegates at the meetings of the Council, January 29-30. Frances Gillmor repre- 
sented the Society at the Inauguration Ceremonies of the New President of the 
University of Arizona; C. Grant Loomis represented the Society at the meetings of 
UNESCO in San Francisco, May i-i; Duncan Emrich served as the Society's repre- 
sentative at the Centennial Celebration of the American Association for the Advance- 
ment of Science, Washington, D. C., September 13-17. 

The Executive Committee voted to accept the gift of $750 presented by Miss Jo 
Stafford to establish an annual prize of $250 for the best collection of folklore ma- 
terials submitted by a student in an American college. The Society is indebted also 
to Gladys Reichard for a gift of $200 toward the cost of publication of Memoir 41. 

MacEdward Leach was appointed by the Director of ACLS as a member of the 
panel committee on publication of that body. 
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The Secretary wishes to inform members of the Society that back numbers of the 
Memoirs long out of stock in this country have been received from Germany; all 
memoirs are now in stock except Volumes i-s, 14. 

The Secretary wishes to thank Members of the Council, and especially Dr. Voege- 
lin and Dr. Hand for counsel and aid during the year. 

MACEDWARD LEACH, Secretary 

Treasurer's Report 
Receipts 1948 1947 

Dues.$4,585.04 $3,606.94 

Gifts, Interest, etc.1,404.17 677.06 
Reprints.148.84 
Sales.917.38 806.46 

Total Receipts.$7,055.43 $5,090.46 

Expenditures 
Journal.$3,726.62 $3,275.45 

Memoirs.654.67 
Treasurer's Bond.25.00 25.00 

ACLS Dues.35.00 25.00 

Refunds.ii.8o 7.50 

Insurance.7.20 7.50 

Reprints.270.21 193.35 

Committee on Research.15.00 35.00 

Meeting Expenses.102.05 

Editor's Expenses.100.00 100 .00 

Review Editor's Expenses.23 . 78 8 .89 
Cost of Importing Stock.89.20 
General Administration.327.29 213 .88 
Supplies, Mailing, etc.148.85 95.00 

Total Expenditures.$5,536.67 $4,084.95 
Surplus.1,518.76 1,005.51 

Balance 1/1/48.3,590.32 

Total General Fund.5,109.08 

To Permanent Fund.2,000.00 

Balance 12/31/48.3,109.08 

Permanent Fund invested in Building and Loan Bonds.$7,000.00 

10 Shares of Mortbond Corp.50.00 

Total.$7,050.00 

MACEDWARD LEACH, Treasurer 

Editor's Report 

Volume 6i of the Journal of American Folklore, published during 1948, was typical 
of recent volumes in scope and content. Constituting numbers 239 to 242, it contains 
440 pages, fifteen fewer than the preceding volume (Vol. 6o, 1947). Of the total num- 
ber of pages seventeen are given over to the publication of the Membership of the 
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American Folklore Society, 1948, four pages to maps, twelve to tabular material, 
nine to bibliographies appended to articles and one (unnumbered) to a plate. 

The editors strove for a balanced presentation of material, both in articles and 
reviews, and alternated lead articles between folklore and anthropology. Features 
throughout the year included what has now come to be the annual report of Work in 
Progress, a survey conducted by Herbert Halpert, and brought out the second report 
of the Committee on Research in Folklore, a twofold survey under the chairmanship 
of A. H. Gayton: folklore in a given cultural area, and folklore in its relationship to 
other disciplines. Mexico was selected for the first area study, and psychology chosen 
for treatment as the first of various subjects related to folklore. The proceedings of 
the Fifty-Ninth Annual Meeting of the American Folklore Society, a yearly feature 
of the April-June number, summarized the usual business of the Society and carried 
the reports of its various committees. In addition, they included a report by R. S. 
Boggs who was a delegate to the Second National Conference on International Edu- 
cational Reconstruction. In the July-September number the Journal carried the long 
report of the Folk Song Committee of the Comparative Literature II Section of the 
Modern Language Association. The first report of this kind was published in the 
June, 1937, number, of the Southern Folklore Quarterly, before the present official 
working relationship was effected between the American Folklore Society and Mod- 
ern Language Association. The Editors' Page, a new departmental feature begun 
this year, has provided a medium for the editors to discuss the timely issues and 
problems connected with folklore that have multiplied, it would seem, in recent years. 
Folk song albums have been included in the review section for the first time, and in 
1949 a new bibliographical service will be provided under the caption: "Folklore in 
Periodical Literature." Replacing in part the feature, "Recent Publications Re- 
ceived," which was discontinued two years ago, this bibliography will include folk- 
lore items appearing in scientific and popular periodicals, as well as in journals de- 
voted to folklore and anthropology. 

The Journal implemented during the year the Society's policy of friendly and help- 
ful relations with foreign folklore groups and societies by treating the organization 
and activities of one of the large co-ordinating agencies in Europe, the International 
Commission on Folk Arts and Folklore, with headquarters in Paris. This organization 
has evinced interest in the American Folklore Society, has asked and received per- 
mission to reproduce the Report of the Committee on Research: 1946, and has pub- 
lished in one of its Bulletins a brief account of the activities of the American Folklore 
Society. As a practical means of promoting cordial relations with the various regional 
journals in the United States the editors of the Journal have made a practice of refer- 
ring manuscripts to them and exchanging news and feature services. 

A special Polynesian number of the Journal is planned, and at the present time 
there are discussions about a French number and a memorial number to the late 
Ruth Benedict, who was the Society's editor from 1924 to 1939. 

Volume 41 of the Memoirs of the American Folklore Society, An Analysis of Coeur 
D'Alene Myths, was issued early in 1948 to members of the Society for 1946. Volume 
42, Folklore From in and Around Kirkville, Missouri, a collaboration of Ruth Ann 
Musick and John W. Ashton, will be issued during the coming year, provided sub- 
ventions can be secured. Two other lengthy manuscripts have been offered as Mem- 
oirs, but in their present form they are unsuitable for publication as such, and parts 
of them may be used in article form. A collection of Song and Verses from the Mid- 
Hudson, made at Vassar College years ago under the direction of Martha Warren 
Beckwith, has recently been submitted. 

Grateful acknowledgment is made on behalf of the editors to the authors who have 
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defrayed the extra costs of illustrative material and foreign composition, and charges 
for excessive corrections. The editor owes a debt of gratitude to the Associate Editors 
and the Review Editor for examinations of manuscript and other editorial help. The 
close working relationship with MacEdward Leach has made the editor's work 
pleasurable, and the help of Mr. Adolph J. Hyson and Mr. Herbert D. Hartung of the 
George Banta Publishing Company has made easier the handling of the practical 
problems of publication. Early in January the Editor benefited from a visit to the 
Banta plant at Menasha, Wisconsin, and learned various technical details of pro- 
duction. Finally, the Editor would like to thank Erminie W. Voegelin, Herbert Hal- 
pert, and Richard M. Dorson for a lively interest in the Journal and for worthwhile 
suggestions. 

WAYLAND D. HAND, Editor 

Committee on Research in Folklore: 1948 

The Committee on Research is continuing this year with its survey of folklore re- 
search in the Americas. An attempt is being made to cover major areas in Central and 
South America and the Caribbean. Tentative special members of the Committee, in 
charge of areal reports include Maria Cadilla de Martinez, for Puerto Rico; Juan 
Liscano, for Venezuela; Alfredo Chaves, for Ecuador; Judith S. Fern, for the Canal 
Zone; Jorge C. Muelle, for Peru; Odette M. Rigand, for Haiti; Doris Z. Stone, for 
Costa Rica; and Basilio de Magalhes, for Brazil. 

In addition, Maximo J. Ramos has been asked to compile a report on folklore 
research in the Philippines; and the staff of the Anthropology Department of the 
University of Hawaii, for a similar one on the Hawaiian Islands. All reports are to 
have two sections: a history of folklore research in the area, and information about 
research-in-progress. The job of compiling "Work in Progress: 1948" is being con- 
tinued by the Herbert Halperts. 

RICHARD A. WATERMAN, Chairman 

Transactions 

It was voted that Honorary Members be limited to ten and that the Executive 
Committee be empowered to elect Honorary Members from a panel submitted by 
the Nominating Committee. 

It was voted that the Education Committee be asked to prepare a bulletin to be 
generally distributed advocating folklore as a subject for instruction in American 
schools and colleges and suggesting types of courses and content. 

It was voted to ask Director Stith Thompson to include discussion of folklore 
syllabi and methods of instruction in folklore as a part of the curriculum of the next 
Folklore Institute. 

The following budget was voted for 1949: Journal, $4000; Memoirs, $iooo; 
Editor's Expenses $ioo; General Administration $350; Fixed Expenses as in 1948. 

Resolutions 

The following resolution was approved by the Society: 
Whereas the creation of the Jo Stafford Prize in American Folklore has done and 

promises to do much to foster the collection and study of folklore, particularly among 
young students and scholars, and whereas the gift grows out of a desire to promote a 
true appreciation of American folk culture, be it therefore resolved that the American 
Folklore Society, in annual convention assembled, gratefully express its thanks to 
Miss Stafford for this generous annual prize. 

MACEDWARD LEACH, Secretary 
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Chairman of Committees, 1949 

Chairmen of the various committees for 1949 are as follows: 
Committee on Education: 

Richard M. Dorson, Michigan State College, East Lansing, Michigan. 
Committee on Handbook: 

Duncan Emrich, Library of Congress, Washington 25, D. C. 
Committee on International Relations in Folklore: 

Stith Thompson, Indiana University, Bloomington, Indiana. 
Committee on Membership: 

MacEdward Leach, University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia 4' Pennsylvania. 
Committee on Nominations: 

Clyde Kluckholm, Peabody Museum, Cambridge 38, Massachusetts. 
Committee on the Jo Stafford Prize: 

A. H. Gayton, Box 88o, Santa Cruz, California. 
Committee on Program: 

For the September Regional Meeting: Wayland D. Hand, University of California, 
Los Angeles 24, California. 

For the Annual Meeting: Richard M. Dorson, Michigan State College, East 
Lansing, Michigan. 

Committee on Research: 
Richard A. Waterman, Northwestern University, Evanston, Illinois. 

Committee on Utilization of Folklore: 
Thelma G. James, Wayne University, Detroit i, Michigan. 

Meetings for 1949 

The Society will hold two meetings: 
i. A Regional Meeting in conjunction with the Modern Language Association of 

America at Palo Alto, California, September 6-9, 1949. 

2. The Annual Meeting under the sponsorship of the Library of Congress, Wash- 
ington, D. C., December 28-29, 1949. 

Papers are solicited for both of these meetings and should be sent directly to Pro- 
fessors Dorson and Hand. 
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