
FIFTY-SIXTH ANNUAL MEETING OF THE AMERICAN 
FOLKLORE SOCIETY 

The fifty-sixth annual meeting of the American Folklore Society was held 
in Houston Hall, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, on December 30, 1944. The 
President, Benjamin A. Botkin, presided. 

The following program was presented: Gladys A. Reichard, Using Folklore 
Collections; Marian W. Smith, A Panjabi Tale; L. J. Davidson, Western 
Folklore in the National Picture; Louis C. Jones, York Staters and their Folk- 
lore; Charles Seeger, leader, Folklore and Music-a panel discussion; Ben- 
jamin A. Botkin, Folklore and American Thought. Alfred M6traux reported 
informally on the work of the Bureau of Ethnology of Haiti. 

At this meeting the following officers were elected for 1945: President, Mel- 
ville J. Herskovits; First Vice-President, Wayland D. Hand; Second Vice- 
President, Joseph M. Carriere; Secretary-Treasurer, MacEdward Leach; 
Editor, Erminie W. Voegelin; Review Editor, J. W. Ashton; Associate Edi- 
tors, Marius Barbeau, A. H. Gayton, Gladys A. Reichard, Archer Taylor, 
Stith Thompson; Executive Committee, Current Executive Officers and 
Alfred M6traux, Benjamin A. Botkin; Council members for a term of three 
years: Frank G. Speck, John A. Mason, Marian W. Smith, Thelma James, S. 
B. Hustvedt, G. Lanctot, Vicente Mendoza, S. Cardenas, L. Davidson, 
D. S. Davidson. 

At the meeting of the Council the following reports were read and ap- 
proved: 

SECRETARY'S REPORT 

The Secretary reports that the membership of the Society is as follows: 

1944 I943 
Honorary Members ................. 6 6 
Life M embers ...................... 8 10 
Old Members .....................499 411 
New M embers...................... 78 105 
Dropped, resigned, died 1944 ......... 19 17 

Total............................ 591 532 

The Secretary has sent out many letters to prospective members outlining 
the policies and purposes of the Society and inviting them to join. He wishes 
to thank Dr. Voegelin and Dr. Davidson for the many names they have sug- 
gested. 

The president appointed a committee consisting of Dr. Hallowell (chair- 
man), Dr. Reichard, and Dr. Thompson to study the Constitution and make 
recommendations toward revision. The committee will welcome suggestions 
from members of the Society. The Constitution was not printed in the 
JOURNAL this year as suggested at the last meeting of the Council, because it 
was felt that it would be a waste of valuable space and paper to print a docu- 
ment that may possibly soon be revised. 

The Secretary reports that, under authorization granted at the last meet- 
ing, he has had reprinted Hague: Spanish American Folksongs, and has had 

145 



146 Journal of American Folklore 

the unbound copies of Volume 8 and seventy-five copies of Volume 9 bound. 
These three Memoirs are consequently again available. 

The Secretary reports that he has, on authority of the Executive Com- 
mittee, granted the University of Santo Domingo the right to translate into 
Spanish, Memoir 23, Andrade: Folklore from the Dominican Republic. This 
volume is out of stock at present, though a number of copies are stored in 
Germany. 

The University of Pennsylvania has been very generous in granting to the 
Society storage space for stock, in providing a furnished office for the Society, 
and in furnishing clerical assistance to the Secretary. 

MACEDWARD LEACH, Secretary 

TREASURER'S REPORT 
Receipts 

1944 1943 
Dues............................ $2355.00 $1545.70 
Gifts, etc ........................ I651.30 5878.24 
Sales ......................... 1131.80 117. 11 

Total Receipts ........................ $5138.0o $8541.05 
Expenditures 

'944 1943 
General Administration ............ $ 179.02 $ 247.84 
Editor's Expenditures ............. 

Ioo100.00oo 102.85 
Review Editor's Expenditures ...... 9.50 10.49 
Refunds ......................... 31.00 
Publications.................... .. 4246.87 5117.42 

Total Expenditures ................... $4507.89 $5478.60 
Balance 1944 ................. $ 630.21 
Balance 1-I-44 .................. 6151.20 

Total ................... $6781.41 
Less collection fee.............. 90 

$6780. 51 
Less cash on hand.............1. 1.30 

Cash assets I-1-45 ............ $6779.21 

Under authority granted at the 1944 meeting of the Council the Treasurer 
has invested $3000 of the Society's funds in insured stock of Penn Treaty 
Building Assn. at 31 percent. 

The most important expenditures in the Journal-Memoir account are: 

JOURNAL 223 $ 508.20 
224 397.93 
225 428.55 
226 384.97 

Total (gross) cost......... $1719.65 
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Memoir 38 .................. $ 974-19 
Binding Memoir 35........... 364.33 
Reprinting Memoir io......... 435.00 
Binding Memoir 9 ............ 58.50 
Binding Memoir 8............. 42.20 
Memoir 39, in press............ 300.00 (on account) 

MACEDWARD LEACH, Treasurer 

EDITOR'S REPORT 

Journal. During 1944 four numbers of the JOURNAL OF AMERICAN FOLK- 

LORE (Nos. 223-226; 299 pages) with title-page, table of contents, and annual 
index were published as Volume 57 by the Society. The January-March 
issue (No. 223; 96 pages) was the Franz Boas Memorial Number. The 

Editor.'s 
thanks go to Archer Taylor, Gladys A. Reichard, Paul Radin, Frank 

G. Speck, Marius Barbeau, Robert H. Lowie, and Marian W. Smith for 
special articles written during a busy war period; to Dr. Reichard for the 
photograph used as a frontispiece; and to numerous members of the Society 
who responded generously with advice in the preparation of the Boas number. 

An exchange of MS material and of news items between the JOURNAL and 
the California Folklore Quarterly has gone on regularly throughout the year; 
the editor wishes to express appreciation for the courtesies extended by 
Archer Taylor, Editor, and Wayland D. Hand, Review Editor of the Cali- 
fornia Folklore Quarterly in maintaining this exchange.. 

Eighteen articles, exclusive of Notes material, were accepted for publica- 
tion this year; four are by members of the Armed Forces. Since our formerly 
large backlog of MSS no longer exists we will probably be able to publish all 
material now in hand by July, 1945. The Book Review section has likewise 
been brought up to date. Due to the increasing number of folklore publica- 
tions which merit notice, reviews of archaeological and more general cultural 
studies will no longer be solicited, and the number of regional works reviewed 
will be limited. The Review Editor, J. W. Ashton, is to be contragulated for 
having secured so many scholarly reviews during a war year. 

The first number of Volume 58 for 1945 is now in galley. The second num- 
ber has been edited, and will be an Eastern North American Number. If it is 
successful other regional numbers will be published from time to time. 

Help in the solution of financial problems connected with the publication 
of several MSS has been generously rendered by members of the Society; 
the Editor wishes to thank Howard Cline, Calvin Claudel, George Foster, 
Clyde Kluckhohn, MacEdward Leach and Robert Redfield for their coopera- 
tion and assistance in these matters. Two friends of the Society, Mrs. Christi- 
ana Morgan and Mrs. Adolph Krug, have offered to finance in part articles 
by the late William Morgan and the late Adolph Krug, respectively; both of 
these articles are longer than the JOURNAL, unaided, can afford to print. The 
willingness of members and friends of the Society to help in this way is most 
heartening and of great aid in increasing the value of the JOURNAL as a 
scholarly publication. 

Memoirs. In January, 1944, the Memoir for 1943, John F. Embree's 



148 Journal of American Folklore 

Japanese Peasant Songs, was distributed free of charge to the Society's 1943 
Membership. This study appeared as Volume 38 in the Memoir Series. The 
Society is deeply grateful to Dr. Embree for financial assistance which ex- 
pedited the publication of this work. 

Memoir 35, H. T. Wheeler's Tales from Jalisco, Mexico, which was sched- 
uled as the 1937 Memoir but was delayed in publication, appeared early this 
year and was distributed free upon request to all those persons who were 
Memoir Members of the Society in good standing for 1937. This Memoir was 
seen through press by Dr. Reichard. Its publication was made possible by a 
generous bequest from the late Dr. Elsie Clews Parsons. 

The publication of the Memoir for 1944 was beset with delays and difficul- 
ties which have only recently been resolved. At the beginning of the year 
A. I. Hallowell's almost completed study of Saulteaux mythology was ap- 
proved as a Memoir publication; unfortunately other duties prevented Dr. 
Hallowell from finishing his fine piece of work during 1944. The Society had 
no other suitable study in finished form ready to be substituted until early 
summer, when the University of Pennsylvania Press brought to the attention 
of Dr. Leach a completed MS on instrumental folk music of Pennsylvania 
by Samuel P. Bayard. After this MS was approved by the Editor and con- 
sultants the Society agreed to share expenses with the Press in publishing Mr. 
Bayard's work. The Press, regrettably, was unable to make the necessary 
financial arrangements. However late in the fall, and with Mr. Bayard's help 
joint publication of the work was finally arranged between the Society and 
the Pennsylvania Archives Publishing Company. The manuscript is now in the 

printer's hands, and will be distributed free of charge early in 1945 to the 1944 
membership, as Volume 39 in our Series. That the Memoir for 1944 is now 
assured is due to the untiring efforts of Dr. Leach and the courteous coopera- 
tion of Mr. Bayard. 

Reprints and translations of several Memoirs have been or will be made 
here and in South America; the arrangements for these lie entirely within 
the province of the secretary-treasurer and have been most capably handled 

by Dr. Leach. 
Throughout this year the editors and Dr. Leach have solicited MSS for 

consideration as our 1945 Memoir. In all, six MSS have been submitted; 
three of these are unquestionably suitable for publication by the Society as 
Memoirs. Two of the three are ready to be edited; the third needs retyping 
and slight revision. The problem now facing the Society is not, as it was this 

spring, one of finding suitable finished material, but rather of financing the 

following three studies: English Riddles, by Archer Taylor; Coeur d'Alene 

Mythology, by Gladys A. Reichard; An Analysis of Basin Mythology, by 
Anne M. Cooke. All of these, particularly Dr. Taylor's, are lengthy works and 
outside help will be needed to finance them. The Editor recommends publica- 
tion of the three by the Society, in the order named, which is the order in 
which they were offered. 

It has always been editorial practice to request specialists to read and ren- 
der an opinion on MSS submitted either for the JOURNAL or the Memoir 
Series. Officers and members of the Society who have served as consultants 
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this year, and to whom the editor is obligated for valuable advice and many 
courtesies include J. W. Ashton, Marius Barbeau, Samuel P. Bayard, B. A. 
Botkin, A. H. Gayton, Herbert Halpert, Melville J. Herskovits, Louis C. 

Jones, W. D. Preston, Gladys A. Reichard, Agapito Rey, Archer Taylor, and 
Richard T. Waterman. 

ERMINIE W. VOEGELIN, Editor 

MOTIONS AND RESOLUTIONS 

The following motions were approved by the Council: 

I. It was moved that a new type of membership be created, to be known 
as Junior Membership, open to undergraduate students in colleges and uni- 
versities; the dues to be $3.oo a year, and the new members to receive the 
JOURNAL but not the Memoirs. 

2. It was moved that the Society make the following appropriations for 

1945: $00oo for clerical assistance for the Editor; $Ioo for clerical assistance for 
the Secretary; approximately $Iooo for Memoir publication; approximately 
$2000 for the JOURNAL. 

3. It was moved that the Treasurer be empowered to make final settlement 
with J. J. Augustin, Inc., former agent for the Society. 

4. It was moved that the incoming president appoint a committee to con- 
sider the Society's sponsoring the editing of a folklore dictionary. 

5. It was moved that the incoming president appoint a committee to con- 
sider the general subject of research in folklore. 

6. It was moved that the incoming president appoint a committee on the 
utilization of folklore. 

7. It was moved that Dr. G. B. Wilbur, Professor Taylor Starck, and Dr. 
Ernest Dodge be appointed as alternate delegates to attend the meetings of 
the American Council of Learned Societies in Boston, January 25-26. 

8. It was moved that members in foreign countries not paying the full 
$4.00 membership fee be sent only the JOURNAL and not the Memoirs, but 
that should such members desire the Memoirs, they should be permitted to 
purchase them at a special rate to be fixed by the Treasurer. 

The following resolutions were passed by the Council: 

I. Be it resolved that the Secretary convey the thanks of the Society to the 
University of Pennsylvania for its assistance to the Society during the past 
year. 

2. Be it resolved that the Society expresses its gratitude to Erminie W. 
Voegelin for her services as Editor and to MacEdward Leach for his services 
as Secretary-Treasurer during I944. 

MACEDWARD LEACH, Secretary 
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