
FIFTY-THIRD ANNUAL MEETING OF THE 
AMERICAN FOLKLORE SOCIETY 

The fifty-third annual meeting of The American Folklore Society was 
held in conjunction with the American Anthropological Association and 
the Society of American Archaeology at Phillips Academy, Andover, Mass., 
on Monday morning, December 29, 1941. The following program was 
presented: B. A. Botkin, Folklore in the National Picture; W. La Barre, 
Medicine and Folk Sciences of the Aymira; H. Lee, The Three Nephites: 
A Study in Mormon Folklore; W. Bascom, Folk Beliefs of the Gullah 
Negroes; L. C. Jones, Witchlore and Witchcraft on Berlin Mt., N. Y.; 
S. Poladian, The Problem of Melodic Variation in Folksong. 

The following persons were elected to serve as officers of the Society 
during 1942: president, Harold W. Thompson; first vice-president, M. J. 
Herskovits; second vice-president, Leslie C. White; editor, Erminie W. 
Voegelin; review editor, Ralph S. Boggs. 

The following motions were adopted: 

i. That commencing with 1942 there be one class of membership, all 
members to receive all publications of the Society as issued, including 
memoirs. 

2. That a committee, under the chairmanship of the Secretary-Treasurer, 
be appointed to consider, subject to approval by the executive committee, 
the question of distributing to libraries, by gift and sale, surplus stock of 
the publications of the Society. 

3. That the policy of issuing separate reprints be discontinued-the in- 
dividual author to be furnished whole issues of the Journal in which his 
paper appears, the minimum number to be decided by the Editor and 
Treasurer, with additional whole numbers as desired to be supplied to the 
author at cost. 

4. That the 1942 Annual Meeting of the Society be held in conjunction 
with the Modern Language Association. 

The following resolutions were read: 

i. Be it resolved that The American Folklore Society desires to express 
to Phillips Academy its appreciation for the warm hospitality extended to 
members of the Society during the meetings in Andover. 

2. Be it resolved that The American Folklore Society gratefully ac- 
knowledges the generous and efficient services of Dr. Douglas Byers, Mr. 
Fred Johnson, and other members of the Committee on Local Arrange- 
ments. 
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3. Be it resolved that The American Folklore Society expresses its deep 
appreciation of the untiring and efficient services rendered by Dr. Archer 
Taylor as Editor of the Journal and Memoirs. 

4. Be it resolved that The American Folklore Society record its deep 
sense of loss in the deaths of Dr. Elsie Clews Parsons, of Dr. George 
Lyman Kittredge, and of Reverend J. J. Williams, and desires to express 
its condolences to their surviving relatives. 

. Be it resolved that The American Folklore Society expresses its pro- 
found appreciation for the encouragement and support given by Dr. Elsie 
Clews Parsons to the study of Folklore and to the work of our Society. 

D. S. DAVIDsON, Secretary-Treasurer. 



TREASURER'S REPORT, ii 

MEMBERSHIP 1941 

Subscribing Members.305 
Memoir Members. 
Honorary Members.6 
Life Members.9 
Canadian Branch.40 

TOTAL.421 

RECEIPTS 

Bank Balance Jan. i, 1941.$ 191.80 

Membership dues, 1941.829.48 

Sale of Bond.397.50 

Dues for 'A' Memoir Account.143.40 

Sales, Gifts, and Back Dues.1132.29 

TOTAL.$2694.47 

EXPENDITURES 

Administration.$ 182.62 
Editor's Expenses.25.00 

Review Editor's Expenses.28.65 
Exchange.1.95 
Non-recurring Expenses (moving stock).123.07 

Memoir 34.201.25 

Journal 208-209.276.59 

Journal 210.287.21 

$1126.34 

Balance in Bank Dec. 31, 1941.1568.13 

TOTAL..$2694.47 

D. S. DAVIDSON, Secretary-Treasurer. 

ALEXANDER LEssER, Auditor. 

HluumtT HALPEET, Auditor. 
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EDITOR'S REPORT, 1941 

When I accepted the editorship of the Journal at the annual meeting in 
Philadelphia in December, 1940, t was with the wish to carry on the 
previous editor's endeavor to bring the Journal up to date by the end of 
the year. The serious financial complications with which our Treasurer 
struggled bravely and wisely prevented the complete achievement of my 
wish. It has been possible to issue Nos. 211-12 and to carry Nos. 213-14 to 
the stage of galley proof. Indeed, some preliminary steps looking forward 
to the preparation of Nos. 215-16 could be safely taken with the expecta- 
tion that the Journal could proceed more easily to the desired end. 

In examining the files a moderate amount of material to which we were 
already committed appeared. The financial difficulties of the Society did 
not permit me to go much beyond arranging for the publication of this 
material. The new offerings were dealt with promptly and few commit- 
ments for the future were made. The readers in special fields have given 
freely of their time and energy in counseling me about the papers sub- 
mitted. It has been possible to print a considerable number of accumulated 
reviews and in this way to make the review section of the Journal an 
adequate survey of current scholarship in our subject. 

One Memoir has been carried to the stage of submission to the printer: 
Opler, Myths and Tales of the Chiricahua Apache Indians. 

ARCHER TAYLOR, Editor. 
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