
FIFTY-SECOND ANNUAL MEETING OF THE 
AMERICAN FOLKLORE SOCIETY 

REPORT OF THE COMMIrrEE ON POLICY 

(as approved by the Council of the Society, 30 December, 1940) 

At a meeting of the Council of the American Folklore Society held last 
February in New York, the President of the Society was authorized to 
appoint a Committee on Policy to submit a series of recommendations to 
the Council at its Philadelphia meeting. Pursuant to the request of the 
President, the undersigned were appointed to act as such a Committee, 
and wish to submit the following views on the problems involved. 

It is clear that the major difficulty facing the Society arises from a fail- 
ure to assess the importance of the fact that, by its very nature, the Society 
and its Journal are peripheral to two major concerns-those of anthropolo- 
gists and those of persons in the humanities. It is the opinion of the Com- 
mittee that in the future the Society should recognize more explicitly than 
in the past the importance of this fact, attempting by active encourage- 
ment to underscore those points at which fields of interest converge. On 
the basis of this fundamental assumption, the following proposals are put 
forward to implement this position: 

i. It is recommended that the Nominating Committee shall be in- 
structed to select a President each year from a field differing from 
that of the incumbent. 

2. It is not recommended that Vice-presidents be automatically ad- 
vanced until they reach the Presidency, but that all candidates for 
these offices shall be selected de novo each year by the Nominating 
Committee, with reference to the needs of the Society at a particular 
time. It is recommended, however, that in selecting the President and 
Vic-presidents, every effort be made to see that the fields of anthro- 
pology and the humanities are equally represented. 

3. It is recommended that in choosing the place of meeting of the So- 
ciety, due consideration be given to the convenience of all members, 
to the end that meetings shall be held jointly with the Modern Lan- 
guage Association in something of the same degree that they are 
held with the American Anthropological Association. While a rigid 
policy of alternation is not desirable, it is believed that the tradition 
of meeting exclusively with the American Anthropological Associa- 
tion, except when the Modern Language Association happens to 
meet in the same city as the American Anthropological Association, 
tends to discourage the attendance at the annual meetings of the 
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Folklore Society of those whose major interest lies in the humanities. 
4. It is recommended that the Editor be nominated and elected an- 

nually, and that no person serve as Editor for more than five con- 
secutive years. 

5. It is recommended that a Committee on Membership be constituted 
as a standing Committee of the Society, the bulk of the membership 
in any given year to be drawn from one region, and the Commit- 
tee to be reconstituted annually so that intensive work can be done 
over the country in bringing the Society to the attention of those 
concerned with folklore. 

6. It is recommended that a Committee be set up by the Society to in- 
vestigate ways and means of achieving closer cooperation between 
the Society and other organized folklore groups; and also to devise 
ways and means of integrating the interests of amateur collectors 
with the work of the Society. 

7. It is recommended that an Executive Committee, consisting of the 
President, Editor, Secretary-Treasurer, and two others, named by the 
Nominating Committee and elected by the Society, serve ad interim 
in lieu of the Council. 

8. It is recommended that the Associate Editors be elected annually on 
nomination by the Nominating Committee, which shall consult the 
Editor. The Associate Editors shall be regarded as functioning mem- 
bers of the editorial staff, serving in a consultative capacity, and one 
of their number shall be designated as Book Review Editor and shall 
have charge of the Book Review Section of the Journal. 

The importance of the Journal is recognized by all as paramount. Cer- 
tain suggestions concerning changes in policy to guide the new Editor 
may be made as a further earnest of the Society's intention to widen the 
appeal of the approach toward folklore to be taken by our Journal. To this 
end, the following statements are made as a general guide for future edi- 
torial policy: 

9. It is recommended that single-topic issues of the Journal shall be 
discontinued insofar as this is possible. 

io. It is recommended that the Journal give more space to short articles, 
and that efforts be made to obtain theoretical papers to balance the 
collections of raw data. 

i i. It is recommended that the Journal include methodological discus- 
sions and questionnaires concerning suggested techniques of collect- 
ting tales and other folklore materials, these to be particularly di- 
rected toward amateurs in the field. 

12. It is recommended that reviews of the materials in other folklore and 
related journals, such as was a feature of the early volumes of the 
Journal, be again instituted. 
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Matters of finance are of paramount importance, and the following 
bears on this question: 

13. It is recommended that a Committee be appointed by the President 
to go into the costs of printing, binding, handling, mailing, storage, 
commissions, cost of reprints, etc., with the aim of ascertaining 
whether the present contract with our printer is the most advanta- 
geous possible. This Committee shall be instructed to report to the 
next annual meeting of the Society, submitting by mail the text of 
its report to the Council long enough before the meetings so as to 
permit of thorough study of it by all those interested. 

(Signed) ANN H. GAYTON 
ElSIE CLEWS PARSONS 
ARCHER TAYLOR 
STITH THOMPSON 
LESLIE A. WHITE 
MELvILLE J. HE.RsKOvITS, Chairman 

9 January, 1941 



TREASURER'S REPORT, 1940 

The Permanent Fund of the Society consists of the following bonds:- 
BB4472-The Mortbond Corporation of New York-Registered Col- 

lateral Trust Mortgage Bond, Series B, due June i, 1946-Value $420 
BC4469-The Mortbond Corporation of New York-Registered Col- 

lateral Trust Mortgage Bond, Series C, due June i, 1951-Value $420 

BD4429-The Mortbond Corporation of New York-Registered Col- 
lateral Triist Mortgage Bond, Series D, due June i, 1956-Value $525 

VTA5I78-The Mortbond Corporation of New York-Ten shares 
Voting Trust Certificate Class A, for i par value of capital stock 

VTSAioi3-Scrip Certificate for a fractional voting trust certificate 
Class A with respect to a fraction of one share of $1 par value capi- 
tal stock (/ioths of one share) (Void, December 31, 1940) 

RECEIPTS 

Bank balance, January I, 1940 $ 299.08 
Income, various sources 3037.48 
Augustin account credits 2124.16 

Total $5460.72 

EXPENDITURES 

Editor and secretary 125.47 
Journal 1889.05 
Memoirs 1814.61 
J. J. Augustin, advance against work in progress 125.72 

Total 3954.85 

Balance on hand $15o5.87* 
*Includes: 

Augustin credits-Journal and Memoir 1188.33 
Augustin credits-Journal 125.72 

Balance in bank 191.82 

$1505.87 

A further asset of the Society is represented by the item of $1466.68, 
credited under gifts, income, in the Treasurer's Report for 1939 and 
debited on the Memoir Account with J. J. Augustin, Inc., under expendi- 
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tures, 1939. This sum is an advance payment for Memoir 35, contracted 
for, but as yet not delivered. 

Income 
Membership dues $ 546.25 
Membership dues (Canadian branch, 1939) 123.00 

Interest on bonds (Mortbond Corp.) 37.54 
30.71 

68.25 

Reprints, membership list, and refunds 13.66 
Refund on insurance (Augustin) 15.96 
Redemption of bond (Mortbond Corp.) 455.75 
Gifts for publication of Memoirs: 

Memoir 33 377.40 

Memoir 34 400.00 

Memoir 34 400.00 

Memoir 36 533.00 

Memoir 36 104.21 

1814.61 

Total Income $3037.48 

Augustin Accounts Credits 
Journal Account 125.72 

Journal Account 8io.ii 
Balance January i, 1940 

Journal Account 
Sales, 1940 757.04 

Memoir Account 431.29 

Total $2124.16 2124.16 

Bank balance, January I, 1940 299.08 

Total, Income, credits, and bank balance $546o.72 

Expenditures 

Editorial assistance (M. Smith), 1939 $ 11.29 

Editorial assistance (M. Smith), 1940 15.52 

Editor's expenses 30.25 

Review editor-expenses I 1.90 

Secretary's expenses (mail, stationery) 25.70 

Stationery 30.81 

Total, miscellaneous expense $125.47 



Treasurer's Report, 1940 

Journal Account (J. J. Augustin) 
Journal, 203 765.14 

Journal, 204 356.96 
Journal, 205-206 380.62 
Paper, vol. 53 143.86 

Cover, vol. 53 36.34 

Duty, on Memoirs 21.71 

Mailing, Journals and Memoirs 57.91 

Mailing, Journal, 204 30.01 

Fire insurance, three years 33.38 

Illustrations, Journal, 208 63.12 

Total 1889.05 

Memoir Account (J. J. Augustin) 
Memoir, 33 377.40 

Memoir, 34 400.00 

Memoir, 34 400.00 

Memoir, 36 533.00 

Memoir, 36 104.21 

Total 1814.61 

J. J. Augustin, advance against work in progress 125.72* 

Total $3954.85 

*Nom: This item is actually included in the balance on hand. 

GEORGE HERzoG, Treasurer. 



EDITOR'S REPORT, 1940 

When I accepted the editorship of the American Folklore Society in 
February, 1939, it was with a commission to bring the Journals up to date 
by the end of 1940. This aim has not been fully accomplished. It meant 
that seven numbers in all stages of preparation from page proof to "not 
started" must be put through the press. Nos. 204, 205-206 have appeared. 
No. 207 (January-March, 1940) is in the mails and Nos. 208-209 are ready 
to send to the printer for paging. No. 210 which would complete 1940, iS 

a number on South American folklore. Brief abstracts of the papers for 
this number will be given at the Annual Meeting this afternoon and they 
will be sent to press as soon as possible thereafter. 

It has not been possible to put into operation any new ideas or policies 
since the work was largely the carrying out of commitments already 
made. For this reason the numbers are heavy in foreign languages, a 
double number of Spanish and a double number of French. There is now 
only a small amount of material on hand and I have been very careful to 
leave the choice of new material free for the new Editor. 

During io Memoir XXXVI, Opler, Myths and Tales of the Lipan 
Apache has appeared. Memoir XXXIV, Parsons, Taos Tales is ready for 
mailing, and Memoir XXXV, Wheeler, Tales from Jalisco has been made 
ready for paging. 

I have tried to give an opinion on papers submitted promptly, in a 
month or less when possible. I have found the Associate Editors and 
readers in special fields not my own most cooperative and I wish here to 
extend to them my thanks. 

Substantial economies have been made by using great care in the prep- 
aration of manuscripts so as to save the large expense ($2.50 an hour) on 
proof corrections. An additional saving of about thirty dollars a number 
can be made if we get the Journal out on time since it may then be mailed 
as second-class matter. 

Other work of an intangible nature can hardly be reported upon, since 
it consists in encouragement to write papers and utilize materials from 
viewpoints not yet exploited in the Journal. If these efforts bear fruit some 
of the suggestions considered in the "Recommendations" submitted here- 
with may in time be put into effect. 

GLADYS A. REICHARD, Editor. 
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